FILE D – PIERIDAE

SUBFAMILY PSEUDOPONTIINAE

Reuter, 1896
Genus Pseudopontia Plötz, 1870
Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 31: 348 (348-349) [September, 1870].
Type-species: Pseudopontia calabarica Plötz, by monotypy.

= Globiceps Felder & Felder, 1869.  Petites Nouvelles Entomologiques 1: [31] ([30-31]).  Type-species: Globiceps paradoxa Felder & Felder, by monotypy.  [Invalid; junior homonym of Globiceps Lepeletier and Serville, 1825].
= Gonophlebia Felder, 1870 [June].  Petites Nouvelles Entomologiques 2: 95 (95).  Type-species: Globiceps paradoxa Felder & Felder, by monotypy. [Hemming, 1965 (Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 22: 104) proposed the rejection of the name Gonophlebia Felder as a nomen oblitum in favour of the widely used generic name Pseudopontia Plötz.]

A monobasic Afrotropical genus.

Pseudopontia paradoxa (Felder & Felder, 1869)

Globiceps paradoxa Felder & Felder, 1869.  Petites Nouvelles Entomologiques 1: [31] ([30-31]).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Calabar”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Congo, Gabon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Zambia, Angola.

Common name: Ghost.

Habitat: Wetter forests (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Scarce and patchily distributed to the west of the Dahomey Gap (Larsen, 2005a).  Flight very weak, but sustained, occasionally settling on flowers.  It is very partial to the flowers of Geophila obvallata (Rubiaceae), a forb growing along forest paths; dozens may hover around every plant competing for the few available flowers (Larsen, 2005a).  Flies in even the gloomiest parts of the forest undergrowth (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Heath, 1977 (ssp. australis; Jimbe, Zambia).

Larval food:

Pseuderanthemum tunicatum (Acanthaceae) [Owen, 1971 (Sierra Leone); ovipostion only].

Rhopalopilia marquesii (Opiliaceae) [Heath, 1977; as Pentarhopalopilia marquesii; ssp. australis (Jimbe, Zambia)].

Rhopalopilia pallens (Opiliaceae) [Lees, 1989 (Korup, Cameroon)].
Pseudopontia paradoxa paradoxa (Felder & Felder, 1869)

Globiceps paradoxa Felder & Felder, 1869.  Petites Nouvelles Entomologiques 1: [31] ([30-31]).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Calabar”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Mbini), Congo, Gabon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (north), Uganda.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Conakry (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Ankasa N.P. (Larsen, 2005a); Dixcove (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Takoradi (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Prah-Suhien Forest, 20 km east of Kakum (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Calabar (TL); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Kagoro (Larsen, 2005a); Gashaka-Gumpti (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
calabarica Plötz, 1870 (as sp. of Pseudopontia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 31: 348 (348-349).  Nigeria: “Alt-Calabar, Guinea”.
cepheus Ehrmann, 1894 (as sp. of Pseudopontia).  Journal of the New York Entomological Society 2: 77 (77-78).  Liberia: “Grand Sess, West Africa”.
Pseudopontia paradoxa australis Dixey, 1923

Pseudopontia paradoxa australis Dixey, 1923.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1922: 64 (61-64).
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Pseudopontia paradoxa australis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 42mm.  Mwinilunga, Zambia.  9.5.63.  J. Chitty.  (Henning collection - H90).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Southern Congo, Kassai River, Luebo district”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kasai, Shaba), Zambia (north-west), Angola.

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002).
siccana Pinhey, 1962 (as f. of Pseudopontia paradoxa australis).  Occasional Papers of the National Museum of Southern Rhodesia 3: 885 (871-891).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mwinilunga District”.
