FILE D – PIERIDAE

TRIBE PIERINI

Swainson, 1820
SUBTRIBE APORIINA

Braby & Pierce

Genus Mylothris Hübner, 1819
In: Hübner, [1816-[1826].  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge 90 (432 + 72 pp.). Augsburg.
Type-species: Papilio poppea Cramer, by subsequent designation (Butler, 1870.  Cistula Entomologica 1: 42 (33-58).).

= Pseudomylothris Neustetter, 1929.  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 23: 191 (191-192).  Type-species: Mylothris leonora Krüger, by monotypy.

An Afrotropical genus of 63 species, one of which extends extralimitally.  Last revised by Talbot (1944), and desperately in need of a thorough revision.  A recent phylogenetic analysis of the Pieridae, based on the nuclear gene EF-1α, has shown that the nearest relatives of Mylothris are 13 genera belonging to the Aporia Hübner, Delias and Catasticta group of genera, provisionally assigned to the Tribe Aporiini (Braby & Pierce, unpublished in Braby, 2005).

Mylothris aburi Larsen & Collins, 2003

Mylothris aburi Larsen & Collins, 2003.  Metamorphosis 14 (3): 66 (63-110).
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Mylothris aburi.  Left - male upperside, Togo (x2).  Right - female upperside, Ghana (x2).

Type locality: Ghana: “Near Accra, Aburi Botanical Gardens, xii.1994”.  Holotype (male) in African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi; genitalia SCC 477.

Diagnosis: Male characterized by extensive yellow basal scaling on the forewing upperside, almost entirely filling the cell  (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Senegal (east), Guinea, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (north).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Collins et al., 2003).

Ghana – Aburi Botanical Garden, near Accra (TL); Kyabobo National Park (Collins et al., 2003); Volta Region (Larsen, 2005a).

Togo – Klouto (Collins et al., 2003).

Nigeria – Jos Plateau (Collins et al., 2003).

Common name: Savanna dotted border.

Habitat: Savanna/forest transition zone (Collins et al., 2003).  Also in dry forests and light woodland (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: May be common in certain localities (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Strongly associated with some old Loranthus-infested citrus trees at Aburi, Ghana (Larsen, 2005a).
Mylothris agathina (Cramer, 1779)

Papilio agathina Cramer, 1779 in Cramer, [1779-80].  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 3: 71 (176 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.
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Mylothris agathina agathina.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 59mm.  Letaba Camp, K. N. P. Survey.  10-12.VII.1971.  Potgieter & Jones.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3155).

Type locality: [Africa]: “l’Isle de Java à Batavia”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Cameroon, Central African Republic, Uganda, Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola, Zambia, Malawi, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Mozambique,  South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Common dotted border; eastern dotted border.

Habitat: Savanna and forest, extending into the fynbos of the southern Western Cape Province.  Often found in suburban gardens and parks.  In Tanzania from sea-levl to 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Typical, slow, floating flight, high in trees, as for other members of the genus.  Both sexes frequently visit flowers and males sometimes mud-puddle.  From the mid 1960’s to the mid 1980’s this species showed a remarkable extension of its distribution, from the Knysna district to the western parts of the Western Cape Province (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Trimen & Bowker, 1889, Vol. 3: 31 [as Mylothris Agathina (Cramer)].


“Larva.  Transversely barred with alternate dull red and blackish bands speckled with yellow; and clothed generally with fine grey hair of some length; a yellowish-white lower lateral stripe on each side, from second to last segment immediately above the legs.  Head black, varied with yellow down the middle.  Length, ¾ inch.  (From notes and drawings by Mr. J.P. Mansel Weale of specimens from near King William’s Town).  See Plate 2, ff. 3.  Pupa.  White, more or less tinged with cream-colour in parts, and curiously marked with black.  Head with a long frontal horn, curved upward, cream-coloured.  Thorax cream-coloured dorsally, but with a broad black marking along the middle; a small anterior acute black tubercle on each side, and on median ridge a series of three white, black-edged, broad, blunt, tubercular processes, slanting forward.  Wing-covers black with a greenish tinge.  Abdomen dorsally white and black, the latter forming a large lozenge-shaped marking (widest on seventh segment) acuminate anteriorly on fifth and posteriorly on ninth segment; on each side a row of small black spots; below these a broad black stripe; along median ridge a series of seven small white black-edged tubercles, of which the second, third, and fourth are blunter and larger than the rest; both the sixth and seventh segments bearing on each side a large, broad, acute, slightly forward-curved, tooth-like white projection; anal extremity very pointed.  Length, ⅔ inch.  Attached by anal extremity and thoracic silken girth to web of silk spread on a leaf.  (From notes and drawings by Mr. J.P. Mansel Weale, and drawings by Mrs. Barber, of specimens from near King William’s Town; and drawings by Captain H.C. Harford of a specimen found at Pinetown, Natal).  See Plate 2, ff. 3a.  The singular pupa was sent to Mrs. Barber in December 1868 by Miss Fanny Bowker, who discovered it near King William’s Town, and the drawings reproduced in Plate 2 were received by me from Mrs. Barber during the same month.  Captain Harford’s drawings reached me the following year, and Mr. Mansel Weale’s in 1873.  Mr. Mansel Weale discovered the larva, and wrote on 20th March 1873:  “I have found Loranthus oleaefolius swarming with the larvae of Agathina; they follow each other like a regiment in line, or like the Processionary Moth”.  The pupa, from its black-and-white colouring, and particularly from its attachment to a leaf covered just about it with white silk, very probably presents, at a little distance, the appearance of a bird’s dropping (Mr. Weale wrote in February 1877:  “The chrysalides both of Agathina and Poppea (= Rueppellii) very much resemble bird-droppings with mistletoe seeds intermixed.”); but on a closer inspection the dorsal aspect is by no means unlike that of a spider of the Gasteracantha group.  From every point of view, it looks altogether unlike what it really is – the chrysalis of a butterfly – and no doubt derives protection from its disguise.”
Clark, in Van Son, 1949: 225.


Egg barrel-shaped; 1 mm high by 0,75 mm in diameter; watery white but coated with a yellow liquid, giving it a bright yellow colour; 27-30 longitudinal ribs, nearly every second one not reaching the micropyle, the remainder coalescing in pairs and terminating in white prominences (7 to 9 in number) round the micropyle; eggs laid on underside of leaves in clusters of 45 to 70, evenly spaced, being 1,5 diameters apart.  First instar larva growing from 1,5 to 3,5 mm; exits the egg near the top and consumes the shell; cluster together and feed on the outer parenchyma of the leaf; when at rest lie close together, appearing as a yellow patch on the leaf surface; larvae turn green after feeding but last three and first three segments generally remain alternately yellow; anterior dorsal setae of each segment forked at tip for first three instars; first and last segments with blackish dorsal patches.  Second instar grows from 4 to 6,5 mm; brownish yellow with white spots marking the position of the setae; white lateral stripe; underside yellow; directly after feeding greenish brown in first 8 segments, yellow-brown beyond, after resting yellow-brown throughout; larvae cluster together and feed at intervals on the edge of a leaf, crawling away from their resting mat in procession; dorsal setae exude a liquid.  Third instar growing from 7 to 12 mm; darker than second instar; setae more numerous; white spots smaller and more numerous.  Fourth instar growing from 13 to 18 mm; generally brown but dull green after feeding; posterior wrinkle of each segment lighter in colour.  Final instar growing from 19 to 32 mm; dark chocolate-brown with red-brown intersegmental bands, except first three segments, which are light brown; towards end of instar becomes lighter in colour, becoming yellow-brown.  At each moult larvae cluster together.  Larval stage about 40 days.  Pupa at first yellow, later becoming white with dark markings; a long upcurved finely-granulate cephalic projection; a series of mid-dorsal granulate blackish tubercles; three pairs of abdominal spines curved forward; wing-cases occasionally almost black; secured by the cremaster and a silk girdle; pupal stage about 2 weeks.

Henning, S.F., 1984: 43.

Clark, in Pringle et al., 1994: plate 28, p.394.


“The eggs are laid in clusters on the undersides of the leaves of the foodplant.  They are 0,7 mm in diameter and 1,0 mm high, and are creamy yellow with a sticky yellow coating.  There are about 28 longitudinal ribs and 26 cross ribs.  The larvae emerge from the side of the eggs, near the top, and eat the discarded shells.  The larvae are gregarious throughout their larval stages and usually sit side by side on leaves of the foodplant.  They generally eat their discarded skins after they moult.  When they are ready to pupate the larvae drop to the ground on silken threads and scatter to various places.  The larval stage lasts about 40 days.  The pupae are secured by cremastral hooks and a silken girdle.  They vary in colour to match their surroundings.  The pupal stage lasts about two weeks.”

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 252 (photograph of a batch of eggs); 364 (photograph of final instar larva and pupa).

Braby, 2005.  [Material ex Collins, 2001; Nairobi, Kenya]

Larval food:

Tapinanthus oleifolius (Wendl.) Danser (Loranthaceae) [Mansel Weale, in Trimen & Bowker, 1889: 29; as Loranthus oleaefolius].

Erianthemum dregei (Eckl. and Zeyh.) V. Tieghem (Loranthaceae) [Platt, 1921; South Africa].

Oncocalyx quinquenervius (Hochst.) Wiens and Polhill (Loranthaceae) [Platt, 1921; as Tieghemia quinquenervia; South Africa].

Osyris lanceolata Hochst. and Steud. ex DC (Santalaceae) [Van Son, 1949: 226; as Osyris abyssinica Hochst. ex A. Rich.; South Africa.  Sevastopulo, 1973, 1975 (Kenya).  Van Someren, 1974].

(Suspected to be) Osyris compressum Berg. (Santalaceae) [W. van der Riet, 1984: 7; as sp. of Colpoon]. (Metamorphosis 1(6): 7, Apr. 1984).

Osyris compressa Berg. (Santalaceae) [Williams, 1984: 8; Muizenberg Mountain, Cape Peninsula, Western Cape; as Colpoon compressum] (Metamorphosis 1(6): 8, Apr., 1984).

Ximenia sp. (Olacaceae) [Collins, cited by Larsen, 1991: 150; Kenya].

Tapinanthus rubromarginatus (Engl.) Danser (Loranthaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 300; South Africa].

Ximenia caffra Sond. (Olacaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 300; South Africa].

Agelanthus natalitius (Meisn.) Polhill and Wiens (Loranthaceae) [Williams, 1996b: 134; as sp. of Tapinanthus; Pretoria district, Gauteng].

Agelanthus kraussianus (Meisn.) Polhill and Wiens (Loranthaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 364; as sp. of Tapinanthus; South Africa].  Note:  this species has now been split into two species.

Note: Larsen (2005a: 106) states that extensive breeding experiments by S. Collins indicate that agathina should be regarded as a subspecies of M. chloris.  He does not, however, propose any formal taxonomic change.
Mylothris agathina agathina (Cramer, 1779)

Papilio agathina Cramer, 1779 in Cramer, [1779-80].  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 3: 71 (176 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.
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Mylothris agathina agathina.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 59mm.  Letaba Camp, K. N. P. Survey.  10-12.VII.1971.  Potgieter & Jones.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3155).

Type locality: [Africa]: “l’Isle de Java à Batavia”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya (east of the Rift Valley), Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo (south), Angola, Zambia, Malawi, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Mozambique,  South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Throughout (Kielland, 1990).

Limpopo Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams); Mountain Sanctuary N.R. (Williams).

Gauteng – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001); Buffelsdrif Conservancy (Williams).
KwaZulu-Natal – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas; Hluhluwe (Pennington).

Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizebeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Port Alfred (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Queenstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Hogsback (Swanepoel, 1953); Butterworth (Swanepoel, 1953); Fort Beaufort (Swanepoel, 1953); Katberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Umtata (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St. Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Cape Town (Pringle et al., 1994); Ceres (Pringle et al., 1994); Citrusdal (Pringle et al., 1994); Clanwilliam (Pringle et al., 1994); George (Dickson); Greyton (Pringle et al., 1994); Hermanus (Pringle et al., 1994); Knysna (Dickson); Somerset West (Pringle et al., 1994); Wupperthal (Pringle et al., 1994).

Swaziland – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

xantholeuca Hübner, 1819 in Hübner, [1816-[1826] (as sp. of Cathaemia).  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge 92 (432 + 72 pp.). Augsburg. [Java]. [False locality.]
leucoma Talbot, 1944 (as female f. of Mylothris chloris).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 167 (155-186).  Angola.
carminea Dufrane, 1947 (as male ab. of Mylothris agathina).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 55 (46-73).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Luebo, Congo belge”.
radiata Dufrane, 1947 (as female ab. of Mylothris agathina).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 55 (46-73).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo belge”.
dawanti Dufrane, 1947 (as female ab. of Mylothris agathina).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 55 (46-73).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Luebo, Congo”.
maureli Dufrane, 1947 (as f. of Mylothris agathina).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 56 (46-73).  Ethiopia: “Harrar, Ethiopie”.
macrosticta Storace, 1953 (as ab. of Mylothris chloris).  Doriana 1 (46): 3 (7 pp.).  Somalia: “Dorfú”.
Mylothris agathina richlora Suffert, 1904

Mylothris chlora richlora Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 72 (12-107).

Type locality: Central African Republic: “Njam Njam”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri), Uganda.
intermedia Aurivillius, 1910 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 32 (614 pp.).  Cameroon: “Cameroons”.
agathinoides Talbot, 1944 (as f. of Mylothris chloris).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 165 (155-186).  Uganda: “Kyagive, Mulange, Mabera Forest”.
bicolor Berger, 1981 (as female f. of Mylothris agathina).  Les Papillons du Zaire 65 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Ituri: Nioka”.

unicolor Berger, 1981 (as f. of Mylothris agathina).  Les Papillons du Zaire 65 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Ituri: Nioka”.
Mylothris alberici Dufrane, 1940

Mylothris alberici Dufrane, 1940.  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 80: 129 (129-134).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kamuhima, vers 1800 m. d’altitude”.

Distribution: Uganda (west), Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Mafuga (Davenport, 2002).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kamuhima, Kivu (Davenport, 2002); Masisi, north-west of Lake Kivu (Davenport, 2002).

Habitat: Forest (Davenport, 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
marginea Joicey and Talbot, 1925 (as f. of Mylothris croceus).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 16: 644 (633-653).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “W. and N.W. Kivu, Masisi, 5000 ft”.
marginea Jackson, 1956 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Journal of the East Africa Natural History Society 23: 64 (63-102).  Uganda: “Kigezi District, Mafuga Forest”.
Mylothris alcuana Grünberg, 1910

Mylothris alcuana Grünberg, 1910.  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1910: 480 (469-480).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Alcu, Span-Guinea”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia.


Records from West Africa are erroneous (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: Rainforest (Collins, et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris alcuana alcuana Grünberg, 1910

Mylothris alcuana Grünberg, 1910.  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1910: 480 (469-480).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Alcu, Span-Guinea”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (north).
Mylothris alcuana binza Berger, 1981

Mylothris alcuana binza Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 68 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kinshasa-Binza”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kinshasa, Sankuru).
Mylothris alcuana shaba Berger, 1981

Mylothris alcuana shaba Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 68 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.

[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.jpg]



Mylothris alcuana shaba.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 46mm.  Hillwood, Zambezi Bridge, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  8/X/2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Mylothris alcuana shaba.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 49mm.  Hillwood, Zambezi Bridge, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  8/X/2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kasai, Lualaba, Haut-Shaba), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Chingola; Kisama; Chisamba Falls (Heath et al., 2002).
Mylothris arabicus Gabriel, 1954

Mylothris arabicus Gabriel, 1954.  British Museum (Natural History) expedition to south-west Arabia 1937-8 1: 364 (351-391).

Type locality: Yemen: “Wadi Dhahr, c. 7900 ft”.

Distribution: Yemen (south-west), Saudi Arabia (to Asir).

Habitat: 

Early stages:

Larsen, 2005a.


Egg clusters were found on the same ‘Loranthus’ on a variety of tree species but never on those growing on qat (Catha edulis).  Larsen states that the alkaloids in the latter plant “provide the Yemenis with a mixture of mental acuity and somnolence (as well as chronic constipation).”

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris asphodelus Butler, 1888

Mylothris asphodelus Butler, 1888.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1887: 572 (567-574).

                   [image: image11.jpg]


                     [image: image12.jpg]



Mylothris asphodelus.  Left – male upperside, Cameroon (x2).  Right – male underside, Cameroon (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen. 

Type locality: Cameroon: “Rio de Rey”.

Diagnosis: Male characterized on forewing upperside by large yellow basal area and large black apical area.  Forewing underside basal area more orange than on upperside.  Female forewing upperside with large pale orange basal area; apical patch paler than in male and contains greyish yellow internervular areas (Congdon and Collins, 1998).


Male similar to that of M. hilara but basal patch lemon-yellow not orange, and slightly larger (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west), Angola?

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills, Cross River Loop (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Munene Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Common name: Asphodel dotted border.

Habitat: Lowland forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habits: Both sexes are usually found in the denser parts of the forest, males flying along paths (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  The flight is much weaker than that of the similar M. hilara (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Agelanthus krausei (Engle.) Polhill and Wiens (Loranthaceae) [Congdon and Collins, 1998: 30; Tanzania].
Mylothris atewa Berger, 1980

Mylothris atewa Berger, 1980.  Lambillionea 79: 75 (75-76).
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Mylothria atewa.  Left – male upperside, Ghana (x2).  Left – male underside, Ghana (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Mylothris atewa.  Left – female upperside, Ghana (x2).  Right – female underside, Ghana (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Ghana: “Kibi”.

Distribution: Ghana.

Specific localities:

Ghana – endemic to the Atewa Range near Kibi, between Accra and Kumasi (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Atewa dotted border.

Habitat: Upland evergreen forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A reasonably common species.  Males mud-puddle, but only rarely (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris basalis Aurivillius, 1906

Mylothris basalis Aurivillius, 1906.  Archiv för Zoologi 3 (19): 5 (7 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congogebiet”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (central and north-east), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kefu Forest and Mihumu Forest, in Kigoma District (Kielland, 1990).  Known from only three males in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Lowland forest (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris bernice (Hewitson, 1866)

Pieris bernice Hewitson, 1866 in Hewitson, 1862-6.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 9 (124 pp.). London.

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, to Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, Zambia.

Habitat: Marshes and swamps.

Early stages:

Braby, 2005  [material ex Congdon & Bampton, April 2002; Irundi Hill, Mufindi, Tanzania]


Final instar larva: Head capsule dark brown, with numerous white setae; body pale brown, with broad dark brown mid-dorsal band and broader dark brown lateral band edged ventrally by a white lateral line; entire surface densely covered with small white protuberances (sockets) from which arise long white setae (up to 1 mm long); size 25 mm long.

Pupa:  Pale pinkish brown, with obscure darker brown patches on wings and ventral surface of abdomen, and numerous small white protuberances on abdomen; head with prominent anterior projection and pair of small rounded subdorsal projections; anterior projection straight, stout, rounded at apex and covered with many small obscure protuberances; prothorax with small, rounded dorsal ridge; mesothorax with pronounced dorsal ridge subdivided into two prominent, blunt, partially divided dark brown projections and third less conspicuous dark brown projection posteriorly; lateral, rounded protuberance on wing-case and lateral ridge (also on wing-case), which extends posteriorly to mesothorax; metathorax with inconspicuous narrow dorsal ridge; abdominal segments 1-8 each with short, blunt dorsal projection at anterior end of segment, those on segments 5-8 tipped dark brown; abdominal segment 1 with small dorsolateral protuberance; abdominal segments 2 and 3 each with pair of blunt dorsolateral projections, with anterior projection black; abdominal segment 4 with single dorsolateral projection anteriorly; abdominal segment 7 with inconspicuous lateral protuberance posteriorly; anal segment relatively broad and flattened, with cremastral hooks on upper and undersides near apex; spiracles dark brown; size 20 mm long; attached to silken pad by central girdle, which passes over abdominal segment 1, and the cremaster.

Larval food:

Persicaria attenuata subsp. pulchra (Blume) K.L. Wilson (Polygonaceae) [Kiellend, 1990; as Polygonum pulchrum; Tanzania]

Mylothris bernice bernice (Hewitson, 1866)

Pieris bernice Hewitson, 1866 in Hewitson, 1862-6.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 9 (124 pp.). London.

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon.
pallescens Gaede, 1916 (as female f. of Mylothris bernice).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 9: 105 (105-106, 109-112, 125-126).  Cameroon: “Sassu, Kamerun”.
Mylothris bernice albescens Berger, 1981

Mylothris bernice albescens Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 72 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mongala: Lisala”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (except extreme south and east).
Mylothris bernice berenicides Holland, 1896

Mylothris berenice [sic] race? berenicides Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the United States National Museum 18: 756 (741-767).

Type locality: “East Africa”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri - Mt Hoyo, south Kivu), Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda.
Mylothris bernice nigrovenosa Berger, 1981

Mylothris bernice nigrovenosa Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 72 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Ituri: Nioka”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri).
Mylothris bernice overlaeti Berger, 1981

Mylothris bernice overlaeti Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 72 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.
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Mylothris bernice overlaeti.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 37mm.  Victoria Falls.  9-IX-46.  E.C.G. Pinhey.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Mylothris bernice overlaeti.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Livingstone, N. Rhodesia [Zambia].  16-IX-46.  E. Pinhey.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lualaba, Kapanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ndola (Heath et al., 2002).
Mylothris carcassoni van Son, 1948

Mylothris carcassoni van Son, 1948.  Entomologist 81: 203 (203-204).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Banti Forest Reserve, 6000 feet, Umtali District, S. Rhodesia”.

Distribution: Zimbabwe.  Known only from the type locality at Butler North, 64 km south of Mutare.

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Banti Forest Reserve (Pennington).

Common name: Carcasson’s dotted border.

Habitat: Gallery forest (Pringle et al., 1994).

Habits: Specimens fly high up in the canopy of the forest but sometimes come down to feed on flowers (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: Recorded in September and March (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris celisi Berger, 1981

Mylothris celisi Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 67 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kivu-Nord: Lubero-Mulo”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri, Kivu).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Lubero-Mulo, north Kivu (TL).

Habitat: Forest and forest margins (Davenport, 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris chloris (Fabricius, 1775)

Papilio chloris Fabricius, 1775.  Systema Entomologiae 473 (832 pp.). Flensburgi & Lipsiae.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon Africae”.

Diagnosis: Similar to M. agathina but black markings much more extensive (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  The yellow hindwing, with wide black margin (one-third of wing surface) in both sexes is diagnostic (Larsen, 2005a).  It may be confused with M. rembina – see this species for differentiating features.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Common name: Western dotted border; Common dotted border (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: Open woodland and dense savanna  (Larsen, 2005a).  It also colonizes disturbed areas in the rainforest zone and suburban gardens (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: The habits of this common butterfly are similar to those of M. agathina (Larsen, 1991).  Stoneham (1958) records that it migrates, sometimes in large numbers.

Early stages:

Carcasson, 1981 [larva and pupa]. 

Larval food:

Osyris abyssinicus Hochsteter (Santalaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317].

Loranthus spp.(Loranthaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317].

Englerina gabonensis (Loranthaceae) [Bampton et al., 1991 (Congo)].

Phragmanthera capitata (Loranthaceae) [Bampton et al., 1991 (Congo)].

Viscum species (Viscaceae) [Ackery et al., 1995].
Mylothris chloris chloris (Fabricius, 1775)

Papilio chloris Fabricius, 1775.  Systema Entomologiae 473 (832 pp.). Flensburgi & Lipsiae.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon Africae”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan (south), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kissi Forest near Cape Coast (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kere Hill; Kikuru Forest (single female) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
thermopyle Cramer, 1779 in Cramer, [1779-80] (as sp. of Papilio).  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 3: 26 (176 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.  “Côte de l’Afrique”.
analis Aurivillius, 1907 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Archiv för Zoologi 3 (19): 4 (7 pp.).  Congo: “Französisches Congogebiet, Bonga”.
nox Talbot, 1944 (as female f. of Mylothris chloris).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 166 (155-186).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo Free State”.
wansoni Dufrane, 1947 (as female ab. of Mylothris agathina).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 55 (46-73).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Banana, Bas-Congo”.
Mylothris chloris clarissa Butler, 1888

Mylothris clarissa Butler, 1888.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1888: 70 (56-85).

Type locality: Uganda: “Wadelai”.

Distribution: Uganda (east), Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kisumu; Tiriki; Kakamega; Kitale; West Pokot (Larsen, 1991).
wintoniana Sharpe, 1891 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1891: 189 (187-194).  Kenya: “Kavirondo”.
afraorientalis Stoneham, 1937 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (33): [1] ([2 pp.]).  Kenya: “Surrey Coffee Estates, Trans-Nzoia district, Kenya Colony”.
ochrascens Stoneham, 1937 (as f. of Mylothris afraorientalis).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (33): [2] ([2 pp.]).  Kenya: “Cherangani”.
rubrochracea Stoneham, 1937 (as f. of Mylothris chloris).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (33): [2] ([2 pp.]).  Kenya: “Surrey Coffee Estates”.
ochreata Talbot, 1944 (as female f. of Mylothris chloris).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 166 (155-186).  Kenya: “N. Kavirondo, Nyangori, 4800 feet”.
melanoflava Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Mylothris chloris).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (68): [1] ([4 pp.]).  No locality given.
dentigera Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Mylothris chloris).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (68): [1] ([4 pp.]).  No locality given.
admeta Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Mylothris afraorientalis).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (68): [1] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Trans Nzoia, W. Kenya”.
pyrina Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Mylothris afraorientalis).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (68): [1] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Kitale, Western Kenya”.
agathinaria Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Mylothris afraorientalis).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (68): [1] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Trans Nzoia, W. Kenya”.
Mylothris citrina Aurivillius, 1898

Mylothris citrina Aurivillius, 1898.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 19: 182 (177-186).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Deutsch Ost-Afrika, Bagamayo”.

Distribution: Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania.

Habitat: Forest.  In Tanzania at altitudes of 800 to 1 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris citrina citrina Aurivillius, 1898

Mylothris citrina Aurivillius, 1898.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 19: 182 (177-186).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Deutsch Ost-Afrika, Bagamayo”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Dar es Salaam; Mwanihana Forest near Ifakara; Nguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990).
Mylothris citrina holochroma Talbot, 1944

Mylothris citrina holochroma Talbot, 1944.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 167 (155-186).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Belgian Congo, Kisenyi”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east - Uele).
Mylothris citrina orientalis Talbot, 1946

Mylothris citrina orientalis Talbot, 1946.  Entomologist 79: 33 (33).

Type locality: Uganda: “Mawakota”.

Distribution: Uganda.

Note: D’Abrera (1980) records subspecies orientalis from Kenya but Larsen (1991:150) points out that the type locality of “Mawakota” is in Uganda, not Kenya.
Mylothris continua Talbot, 1944

Mylothris poppea continua Talbot, 1944.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 158 (155-186).

Type locality: Uganda: “Mabira Forest; Buddu; Mt Elgon district; Entebbe; Jinja; Kampala. Mabira Forest, Chagwe, 3500-3800 feet”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Habitat: Dense primary forest.

Habits: The flight is slow and specimens keep to the semi-shade of the forest. Occasionally they venture into forest clearings to feed at flowers.  They mud-puddle, but rarely (Larsen, 1991); Congdon and Collins (1998), however, observed males mud-puddling in large numbers.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris continua continua Talbot, 1944

Mylothris poppea continua Talbot, 1944.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 158 (155-186).

Type locality: Uganda: “Mabira Forest; Buddu; Mt Elgon district; Entebbe; Jinja; Kampala. Mabira Forest, Chagwe, 3500-3800 feet”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Ituri, north Kivu), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Munene Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
continua Aurivillius, 1910 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as female ab. of Mylothris poppea).   Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 33 (614 pp.).  “Ruwenzori”.

umbratica Talbot, 1932 (as female f. of Mylothris rhodope).  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 4: 288 (288-289).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “N.E. Congo, West Semliki Valley, 3500 ft”.
Mylothris continua maxima Berger, 1981

Mylothris continua maxima Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 69 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (west).
panga Berger, 1981 (as female f. of Mylothris continua maxima).  Les Papillons du Zaire 69 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Sankuru, Panga-Ilenga”.
Mylothris crawshayi Butler, 1896

Mylothris crawshayi Butler, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 124 (108-136).
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Mylothris crawshayi crawshayi.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 51mm.  Zovozhipolo, Nyika, Malawi.  18 Mar 81.  R.J. Dowsett. No. 9.  (Henning collection - H106).

Type locality: Malawi: “Nyankowa Mt., 6500 feet; Kantorogondo Mt., 5000 feet; Nyika”.

Distribution: Malawi, Zambia, Tanzania.

Habitat: Montane forest and montane forest-grassland mosaic.  In Tanzania ssp. bunduki occurs at altitudes from 1 600 to 2 300 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is very fast for a species of Mylothris.  Specimens are sometimes seen feeding from flowers (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Santalales [Kielland, 1990; Tanzania].

Phragmanthera usuiensis (Loranthaceae) [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003; Luala, Udzungwa, Tanzania].
Mylothris crawshayi crawshayi Butler, 1896

Mylothris crawshayi Butler, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 124 (108-136).
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Mylothris crawshayi crawshayi.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 51mm.  Zovozhipolo, Nyika, Malawi.  18 Mar 81.  R.J. Dowsett. No. 9.  (Henning collection - H106).

Type locality: Malawi: “Nyankowa Mt., 6500 feet; Kantorogondo Mt., 5000 feet; Nyika”.

Distribution: Malawi (north), Zambia (east).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Nyika (Heath et al., 2002).
Mylothris crawshayi bunduki Berger, 1980

Mylothris crawshayi bunduki Berger, 1980.  Revue de Zoologie Africaine 94: 874 (861-880).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Tanzanie: Bunduki”.

Distribution: Tanzania (east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Nguru Mountains; Ukaguru Mountains; Image Mountain; Uzungwa Range (Kielland, 1990).
iringa Berger, 1985 (as f. of Mylothris crawshayi).  Lambillionea 84: 110 (108-110).  Tanzania: “Iringa”.
Mylothris croceus Butler, 1896

Mylothris croceus Butler, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1895: 734 (722-742).

Type locality: “Salt Lake to Wawamba and Ruwemzori 5000-8000 feet”.

Distribution: Uganda, Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: Forest (Davenport, 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris croceus croceus Butler, 1896

Mylothris croceus Butler, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1895: 734 (722-742).

Type locality: “Salt Lake to Wawamba and Ruwemzori 5000-8000 feet”.

Distribution: Uganda (west - Toro and Kigezi), Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Kivu).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Bwindi Forest (Davenport, 2002); Kibale (Davenport, 2002); Mafuga (Davenport, 2002); Mount Ruwenzori (Davenport, 2002).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kivu (Davenport, 2002).
uniformata Dufrane, 1947 (as ab. of Mylothris crocea).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 55 (46-73).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo Belge”.
Mylothris croceus ituriensis Berger, 1981

Mylothris croceus ituriensis Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 65 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Ituri, Nioka”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Ituri Forest (Davenport, 2002).
Mylothris ducarmei Hecq, 2001

Mylothris ducarmei Hecq, 2001.  Lambillionea 101 (1) (Tome I): 76 (74-76).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kasisi, Kivu”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris elodina Talbot, 1944

Mylothris elodina Talbot, 1944.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 157 (155-186).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris elodina elodina Talbot, 1944

Mylothris elodina Talbot, 1944.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 157 (155-186).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon.
Mylothris elodina diva Berger, 1954

Mylothris elodina diva Berger, 1954.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 50: 343 (342-344).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Bas Congo, Léopoldville-Binza”.

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Kinshasa, Bambo River, north Sankuru, south Kasai)..
Mylothris elodina pelenge Berger, 1981

Mylothris elodina pelenge Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 64 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Shaba, P.N.U., Gorges de la Pelenge, 1150 m”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba).
Mylothris erlangeri Pagenstecher, 1902

Mylothris erlangeri Pagenstecher, 1902.  Jahrbuch des Nassauischen Vereins für Naturkunde 55: 163 (113-204).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Gewidscha; Moldscha; Wolu; Laku”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (south).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris ertli Suffert, 1904

Mylothris ertli Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 127 (124-132).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Insel Kome im Victoria Nyanza”.

Distribution: Tanzania (southern shores of Lake Victoria, to Kigoma and Mpanda Districts).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris eximia Hecq, 2005

Mylothris eximia Hecq, 2005.  Lambillionea 105 (1): 131 (129-131).

Type locality: Nigeria: Gahaka-Gumpti.  Described from two males.

Distribution: Nigeria.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris flaviana Grose-Smith, 1898

Mylothris flaviana Grose-Smith, 1898.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 1: 246 (245-246).
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Mylothris flaviana flaviana.  Left – male upperside, Cameroon (x2).  Right – female upperside, Cameroon (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania.

Common name: Yellow dotted border.

Habitat: Submontane forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris flaviana flaviana Grose-Smith, 1898

Mylothris flaviana Grose-Smith, 1898.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 1: 246 (245-246).
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Mylothris flaviana flaviana.  Left – male upperside, Cameroon (x2).  Right – female upperside, Cameroon (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (St Leger; single female teste Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon - Korup (Larsen, 2005a); Rumpi Hills (T. Helps teste (Larsen, 2005a).
solilucis Schultze, 1914 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Entomologische Rundschau 31: 70 (70).  Cameroon: “Man, Süd-Kamerun”.  Larsen (2005a) considers this taxon to be a probable synonym of M. flaviana flaviana.

aurantiaca Rebel, 1914 (as var. of Mylothris flaviana).  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 225 (219-294).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Urwalde von Beni”.
Mylothris flaviana interposita Joicey & Talbot, 1921

Mylothris interposita Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 44 (40-166).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Bafwasende”.

Distribution: Cameroon (extreme south-east), Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (north - Ubangi, Mongala, Uele, Tshopo), Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Cameroon - Molundu (Larsen, 2005a).
Mylothris hilara (Karsch, 1892)

Pieris hilara Karsch, 1892.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 18: 169 (161-183).
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Mylothris hilara hilara.  Left – male upperside, Cameroon (x2).  Right – male underside, Cameroon (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
                         [image: image31.jpg]



Mylothris hilara hilara.  Female, Cameroon (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Baliburg (Deutsch-Westafrika)”.

Distribution: Guinea (Collins et al., 2003), Ivory Coast (Collins et al., 2003), Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya.

Common name: Hilara dotted border.

Habitat: Submontane forest (Collins et al., 2003).  Populations of subspecies goma are found in lowland forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Common in submontane forest, usually above 1 200 m (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are most often seen flying around the edges of forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Berger (1981) states that it was not possible to rear this species on Loranthus (Loranthaceae).

Note: Larsen (2005a) avers that populations of M. hilara referred to subspecies goma may not be conspecific with populations of the nominate subspecies.
Mylothris hilara hilara (Karsch, 1892)

Pieris hilara Karsch, 1892.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 18: 169 (161-183).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Baliburg (Deutsch-Westafrika)”.
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Mylothris hilara hilara.  Left – male upperside, Cameroon (x2).  Right – male underside, Cameroon (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Mylothris hilara hilara.  Female, Cameroon (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Distribution: Guinea (Collins et al., 2003), Ivory Coast (Collins et al., 2003), Nigeria, Cameroon (highlands).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Collins et al., 2003).

Ivory Coast – Mount Tonkoui, 800 m (Collins et al., 2003).

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Mambilla Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Mylothris hilara furvus Bernardi, 1953

Mylothris poppea furvus Bernardi, 1953.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 15: 1438 (1437-1440).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando Po, 3000-4000 feet”.

Distribution: Equatorial Guinea (island of Bioko).

Note: Larsen (2005a: 108) states that this taxon requires re-evaluation.
furvus Talbot, 1944 (as female f. of Mylothris poppea hilara).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 168 (155-186).  Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando Po, 3000-4000 feet”.
Mylothris hilara goma Berger, 1981

Mylothris hilara goma Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 61 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kissenyi-Goma”.

Distribution: Cameroon (lowlands), Equatorial Guinea, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (south Kivu, Maniema), Uganda, Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kakamega (Larsen, 1991).

Note: This taxon is probably specifically distinct from hilara (Larsen, 2005a: 108).
Mylothris humbloti (Oberthür, 1888)

Pieris humbloti Oberthür, 1888.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 8: 42 (40-42).

Type locality: Comoro Islands: “Grande-Comore”.

Distribution: Comoro Islands.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris jacksoni Sharpe, 1891

Mylothris jacksoni Sharpe, 1891.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1891: 190 (187-194).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kavirondo”.

Diagnosis: Differs from M. sagala in the following respects: smaller; forewing upperside black border extending all the way around, and apex more acute and distal margin less rounded (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Nigeria, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko). Cameroon, Sudan, Ethiopia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania.

Common name: Jackson’s dotted border.

Habitat: Submontane forest, apparently at slightly lower altitudes than the closely related M. sagala (Larsen, 1991).

Habits: The flight is weak and several metres above the ground.  Males remain on the wing for long periods, coursing along the edges of submontane forest.  Females spend most of their time in the canopy, searching for plants on which to oviposit  (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes are occasionally seen at flowers in large numbers  (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

“Loranthus” (Santalales) [Kielland, 1990 (Tanzania); Larsen, 1991: 149 (Kenya)].
Mylothris jacksoni jacksoni Sharpe, 1891

Mylothris jacksoni Sharpe, 1891.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1891: 190 (187-194).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kavirondo”.

Diagnosis: Both sexes characterized by the forewing upperside being mostly white (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Ituri, north Kivu), Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya (west and central), Tanzania (north).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Nyahururu; Nyeri; Nanyuki; northern slopes of Mt Kenya (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Loliondo, at above 2 000 m (Kalumile, vide Kielland, 1990).
striata Aurivillius, 1910 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 36 (614 pp.).  Kenya: “Near Mount Kenia”.
insignis Talbot, 1944 (as f. of Mylothris sagala jacksoni).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 170 (155-186).  Uganda: “Mabiri Forest, Mulange, 4000 feet”.
hyacinth Stoneham, 1957 (as male f. of Mylothris sagala).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (68): [2] ([4 pp.]).  Kenya: “Trans Nzoia, W. Kenya”.
Mylothris jacksoni cederici Collins, 1997

Mylothris jacksoni cederici Collins, 1997.  In: d’Abrera, 1997. Butterflies of the Afrotropical region. Part 1: 108.


Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: Bioko Island.

Distribution: Equatorial Guinea – Bioko Island.
Mylothris jacksoni cephisus Talbot, 1946

Mylothris sagala cephisus Talbot, 1946.  Entomologist 79: 33 (33).

Type locality: Kenya: “Chyulu Hills (southern)”.

Distribution: Kenya (south-east).
Mylothris jacksoni knutssoni Aurivillius, 1891

Mylothris knutssoni Aurivillius, 1891.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 12: 222 (193-228).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Camerun”.

Distribution: Nigeria (eastern highlands), Cameroon (highlands).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau  (Larsen, 2005a); Mambilla Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).
discus Talbot, 1944 (as f. of Mylothris sagala knutsoni).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 159, 170 (155-186).  Cameroon: “Western Cameroons, Kumbe, near Nigerian border, 5500 feet”.
Mylothris jacksoni nagichota Talbot, 1944

Mylothris sagala nagichota Talbot, 1944.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 160, 170 (155-186). [? - check ! - given as “sagala nagichota” in Ackery et al p.220).

Type locality: Sudan: “Southern Sudan, Didinga Mtns., Nagichot Station”.

Distribution: Sudan (mountains of south), Ethiopia.
Mylothris jacksoni sagitta Clifton, 1980

Mylothris sagala sagitta Clifton, 1980 in d’Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 95 (593 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Kenya: “Mt Nyiro, 7000 ft”.

Distribution: Kenya.  Known only from the type locality.  Populations in the Rift Valley, for example those at Lake Baringo, are intermediate between sagitta and the nominate subspecies (Larsen, 1991: 149).

Mylothris jaopura Karsch, 1893

Mylothris jaopura Karsch, 1893.  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 38: 232 (1-266).

Synonym of Mylothris rhodope (Fabricius).  Ackery et al., 1995: 222.

Mylothris jaopura Karsch, 1893.  Larsen in D’Abrera, 1997: 120.
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Mylothris jaopura.  Male upperside, Ghana (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Mylothris jaopura.  Left – female upperside, Ghana (x2).  Right – female upperside (pale form), Ghana (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Togo: “Pereu, Fetischwald; Bismarckburg”.  Larsen (2005a: 110) designated the female co-type as the lectotype.

Diagnosis: Male very similar to that of M. rhodope but smaller; black spot in space 2 of forewing usually forms part of apical band instead of being separate (Larsen, 2005a).  Female with orange colour less intense than in M. rhodope and orange area on forewing smaller (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: ?Liberia, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Mount Tonkui (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Togo – Bismarckburg (TL).

Nigeria – Cross River Loop (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a)

Common name: Karsch’s dotted border.

Habitat: Forest, occasionally penetrating dense Guinea savanna.  Also found in disturbed habitats such as suburban gardens (Kumasi, Ghana) (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Common in Ivory Coast, Ghana and Togo but scarce in Nigeria and Cameroon (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Loranthaceae (growing on Citrus species) [Larsen, 2005a; Kumasi, Ghana].
Mylothris kahusiana Hecq, 2001

Mylothris kahusiana Hecq, 2001.  Lambillionea 101 (1) (Tome I): 76 (74-76).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lake Kahusi area, Kivu”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris kiellandi Berger, 1985

Mylothris kiellandi Berger, 1985.  Lambillionea 84: 108 (108-110).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Shume, 2200 m, W. Usambara”.

Distribution: Tanzania (western Usambara).

Habitat: Montane evergreen forests from 1 800 to 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is comparatively fast (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris kilimensis Kielland, 1990

Mylothris kilimensis Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 67 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “E. Usambara, Amani, J. Kielland”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Description:

“Smaller than M. yulei.  Upperside f.w. with a large pale yellow basal area in both sexes, more extended in the female, almost reaching end of cell; size of f.w. apical black patch varies as in yulei; costa not dusted with black scales.  H.w. with pale yellow basal area smaller than in the f.w.; underside often with rays of greenish-yellow suffusion, particularly in the female.  Underside of f.w. with basal pale yellow patch reaching close to end of cell in both sexes.  Length of f.w., male 22-27 mm, average 24 mm; female 22.5-27.8 mm, average 26 mm.  Genitalia.  Similar to those of yulei, but secondary lobe of the ampulla of the valva is longer, the main lobe being wide and thumb-shaped and the uncus shorter.”
Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania.

Habitat: Sub-montane and montane forest.  In Tanzania the nominate subspecies occurs at altitudes from 900 to 2 000 m; ssp. rondonis is found at around 800 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Flight weak and floating, around trees and shrubs (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Santalales [Kielland, 1990 (Tanzania)].
Mylothris kilimensis kilimensis Kielland, 1990

Mylothris kilimensis Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 67 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “E. Usambara, Amani”.

Distribution: Kenya (south), Tanzania (north-east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mount Kilimanjaro; North and South Pare Mountains; Usambaras; Nguu Mountains; Nguru Mountains; Mount Kwaraha; Mbulu forests; Mount Meru (Kielland, 1990).
Mylothris kilimensis rondonis Kielland, 1990

Mylothris kilimensis rondonis Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 67 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Lindi, Rondo Plateau, 800 m, 14-iv-1986, J. Kielland.”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Description:

“Upperside costa of f.w. without black dusting.  It differs from the nominate ssp. in the greatly reduced basal pale greenish-yellow patch on the f.w. in both sexes (in this respect being similar to the male of yulei, but its female is without the yellowish tinge on the wings except for a small basal area).  Underside white with a greenish-yellow basal patch in the f.w. as in the nominate ssp., but paler.  Length of f.w., male 25.3 & 25.7 mm; female 23 mm.  Genitalia in both sexes as those of kilimensis.”
Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies on the forewing upperside, which shows a marked reduction in the extent of the basal pale greenish yellow patch in both sexes (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (east - Rondo Plateau).
Mylothris kiwuensis Grünberg, 1910

Mylothris kiwuensis Grünberg, 1910.  Societas Entomologica 24: 145 (145-148).

Type locality: “Kiwu-See”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Rwanda, Tanzania, Kenya?

According to Larsen (1991: 152) there is a Van Someren manuscript record for this species, from Kenya (Kakamega – possibly Kamengo in Uganda).

Habitat: Primary forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

“Loranthus” (Santalales) [Berger, 1979; DRC-Rwanda].
Mylothris kiwuensis kiwuensis Grünberg, 1910

Mylothris kiwuensis Grünberg, 1910.  Societas Entomologica 24: 145 (145-148).

Type locality: “Kiwu-See”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu), Rwanda.
flavicosta Rebel, 1914 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 225 (219-294).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Randgebirgen nordwestlich des Tanganyika-Sees”.
muanensis Dufrane, 1948 (as race of Mylothris rhodope).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 84: 164 (160-168).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “rivière Muana”.
Mylothris kiwuensis rhodopoides Talbot, 1944

Mylothris yulei form latimargo Talbot, 1944.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 169 (155-186).

Synonym of M. yulei latimargo Joicey & Talbot.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Mylothris kiwuensis rhodopoides Talbot, 1944.  Congdon & Collins, 1998.

Type locality: Uganda: “Tero Forest, S.E. Buddu, 3800 feet”.

Diagnosis: Differs from M. yulei latimargo as follows: upperside basal yellow areas absent; costa dusted with yellow; underside broadly yellow basally; forewing upperside black apical patch larger (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west), Kenya? (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kakamega? (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Tanzania – Munene Forest (uncommon) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Mylothris kiwuensis katera Berger, 1979

Mylothris kiwuensis katera Berger, 1979.  Revue de Zoologie Africaine 93: 5 (1-9).

Type locality: Uganda: “Katera, Sango Bay”.

Distribution: Uganda (west and south).
Mylothris kiwuensis marielouisae Berger, 1979

Mylothris kiwuensis marielouisae Berger, 1979.  Revue de Zoologie Africaine 93: 4 (1-9).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “N.-E. Kivu, Kalasabango, 1100 m”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east - west Ruwenzori).
Mylothris knoopi Hecq, 2005

Mylothris knoopi Hecq, 2005.  Lambillionea 105 (1): 131 (129-131).

Type locality: Nigeria: Obudu Plateau.  Described from two females.

Distribution: Nigeria.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris leonora Krüger, 1928

Mylothris leonora Krüger, 1928.  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 22: 21 (21).

Type locality: Tanzania: “D.-Ost-Afrika, Ukami”.

Distribution: Tanzania (Uluguru Mountains).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Uluguru Mountains in the Morogoro District (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Montane forest and forest-grassland mosaic (Kielland, 1990).  In Tanzania at altitudes from 1 200 to 2 640 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Kielland (1990: 66) treats leonora as a subspecies of M. crawshayi but does not officially change its status.
bondwa Berger, 1985 (as f. of Mylothris leonora).  Lambillionea 84: 109 (108-110).  Tanzania: “Bondwa (Mts Uluguru)”.
Mylothris lucens Hecq, 2005

Mylothris lucens Hecq, 2005.  Lambillionea 105 (1): 131 (129-131).

Type locality: Nigeria: Gahaka-Gumpti, 1 700 m.  Described from a single male and a single female (the latter from Gombe).

Distribution: Nigeria.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris mafuga Berger, 1981

Mylothris mafuga Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 66 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kivu, Km 125, route de Bukavu-Shabundo”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east Kivu), Uganda (west).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Bukavu-Shabundo, east Kivu (TL).

Uganda – Bwindi Forest (Davenport, 2002); Mafuga (Davenport, 2002).

Habitat: Forest and forest margins (Davenport, 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris mavunda Hancock & Heath, 1985

Mylothris mavunda Hancock & Heath, 1985.  Arnoldia. Zimbabwe 9: 232 (231-237).
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Mylothris mavunda.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 53mm.  Chiwoma, N.W. Zambia.  April/May 2000.  TCEC/IB/MR/PW.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Mylothris mavunda.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 54mm.  Chiwoma, N.W. Zambia.  April/May 2000.  TCEC/IB/MR/PW.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: Zambia: “80 km south of Mwinilunga”.

Distribution: Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Zambia: 80-100 km south of Mwinilunga (TL) (Heath et al., 2002); Chiwoma (Congdon et al.).

Habitat: Cryptosepalum forest.

Flight period: Recorded in March, April, May, November, December.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris mortoni Blachier, 1912

Mylothris mortoni Blachier, 1912.  Bulletin de la Société Lépidoptérologique de Genève 2: 173 (173-177).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Kaffa, dans l’Abyssinie meridionale”.

Distribution: Ethiopia.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris mortoni mortoni Blachier, 1912

Mylothris mortoni Blachier, 1912.  Bulletin de la Société Lépidoptérologique de Genève 2: 173 (173-177).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Kaffa, dans l’Abyssinie meridionale”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (north and east).

Mylothris mortoni balkis Ungemach, 1932

Mylothris mortoni balkis Ungemach, 1932.  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 23 (1-122).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Alenga”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (west).
continua Ungemach, 1932 (as female f. of Mylothris mortoni balkis).  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 23 (1-122).  Ethiopia: “Alenga”.
Mylothris ngaziya (Oberthür, 1888)

Pieris ngaziya Oberthür, 1888.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 8: 41 (40-42).

Type locality: Comoro Islands: “Grande-Comore”.

Distribution: Comoro Islands (Grand Comore).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
albunea Talbot, 1944 (as female f. of Mylothris nagaziya [sic]).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 165 (155-186).  Comoro Islands: “Great Comoro”.
Mylothris nubila (Möschler, 1884)

Tachyris poppea var. (ab.) nubila Möschler, 1884.  Verhandlungen der Zoologisch-Botanischen Gesellschaft in Wien 33: 275 (267-310).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameron”; Gabon.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Sao Tome and Principe, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

“Loranthus” (Santalales) [Sevastopulo, 1975; Uganda].
Mylothris nubila nubila (Möschler, 1884)

Tachyris poppea var. (ab.) nubila Möschler, 1884.  Verhandlungen der Zoologisch-Botanischen Gesellschaft in Wien 33: 275 (267-310).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameron”; Gabon.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Sao Tome and Principe (island of Sao Tome). 
Mylothris nubila canescens Joicey & Talbot, 1922

Mylothris canescens Joicey & Talbot, 1922.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 339 (339-342).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Osa-Lowa Watershed, Eastern Congo”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north - Ubangi, Mongala, Uele, Ituri, north Kivu, Tshopo).
pernaria Hulstaert, 1924 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 91 (90-99).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Stanleyville”.
nivescens Berger, 1954 (as male f. of Mylothris nubila canescens).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 50: 344 (342-344).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kivu, Butembo”.
Mylothris nubila fontainei Berger, 1952

Mylothris nubila fontainei Berger, 1952.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 46: 321 (319-322).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Sankuru, Lusambo, Km. 50 de la route de Batempa”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Sankuru).
Mylothris nubila somereni Talbot, 1946

Mylothris rhodope somereni Talbot, 1946.  Entomologist 79: 33 (33).

Type locality: Uganda: “Mount Elgon, western side”.

Distribution: Uganda (western slopes of Mt Elgon).
Mylothris ochracea Aurivillius, 1895

Mylothris ochracea Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 259 (195-220, 255-268).
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Mylothris ochracea.  Left – male upperside, Cameroon (x2).  Right – male underside, Cameroon (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Mylothris ochracea.  Female upperside, Cameroon (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Itoka Na N’Golo”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon.


Recorded, probably in error, from Democratic Republic of Congo and Uganda by Ackery et al. 1995 (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills  (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Itoka Na N’Golo (TL); 600 m below Toko, Korup  (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Ochreous dotted border.

Habitat: Primary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

“Loranthus” (Santalales) [Ackery et al., 1995; Western-central Africa].
Mylothris ochrea Berger, 1981

Mylothris ochrea Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 69 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kivu, Kahusha”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south Kivu).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kahusha, Kivu (TL).Nyamunyunye, Kivu (Davenport, 2002).

Habitat: Forest and forest margins (Davenport, 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
ochrea Berger, 1952 (as female f. of Mylothris sjostedti).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 46: 321 (319-322).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kivu, Kahusha”.

cedrata Berger, 1981 (as female f. of Mylothris ochrea).  Les Papillons du Zaire 69 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kivu, Nyamununye”.
nivea Berger, 1981 (as female f. of Mylothris ochrea).  Les Papillons du Zaire 69 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kivu, Nyamununye”.
Mylothris phileris (Boisduval, 1833)

Pieris phileris Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 170? (149-270).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
thinaga Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Mylothris agathina).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 73 (12-107).  Madagascar.
aurata Oberthür, 1923 (as f. of Pieris phileris).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 21: 120 (119-155).  Madagascar: “Nord de Madagascar, Massif du Tsaratanana”.
flavescens Oberthür, 1923 (as f. of Pieris phileris).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 21: 120 (119-155).  Madagascar: “Nord de Madagascar, Massif du Tsaratanana”.
Mylothris pluviata Berger, 1980

Mylothris pluviata Berger, 1980.  Revue de Zoologie Africaine 94: 865 (861-880).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Morogoro”.

Diagnosis: Similar to M. basalis but with black dusting at the base of the wings and a more prominent black stripe along the costa of the forewing (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Uluguru Mountains; Nguru Mountains; North Nguu Mountains.  Commonest at Mkombola in the Ngurus (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Submontane and montane forest at altitudes of 1 000 to 2 150 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
pluviata Talbot, 1944 (as female f. of Mylothris poppea rhodesiana).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 168 (155-186).  Tanzania: “Tanganyika Territory, Morogoro”.
Mylothris polychroma Berger, 1981

Mylothris polychroma Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 69 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kivu, Nyamununye”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south Kivu, Tanganika), Rwanda, Burundi.

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Nyamununye, Kivu (TL).

Habitat: Forest and forest margins (Davenport, 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
semirufa Berger, 1981 (as female f. of Mylothris polychroma).  Les Papillons du Zaire 69 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kivu, Nyamununye”.
Mylothris poppea (Cramer, 1777)

Papilio poppea Cramer, 1777.  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waereld-deelen Asia, Africa en America 2: 21 (151 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.
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Mylothris poppea.  Male.  Left – upperside, Togo (x2).  Right – underside, Togo (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Mylothris poppea.  Female upperside, Ghana (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: “Côte de Guinée”; Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leona”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo.

The numerous older records of this species from east of the Dahomey Gap are all due to misidentifications  (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Poppea dotted border.

Habitat: Forest, penetrating riverine and drier forest habitats  (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A common forest butterfly.  Both sexes fly slowly in the shade, usually two or three metres above the ground  (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Loranthaceae (Larsen, 2005a).

Records from Uganda (Van Someren, 1974) must refer to another taxon since poppea does not occur east of the Dahomey Gap.

dubia Aurivillius, 1907 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Archiv för Zoologi 3 (19): 5 (7 pp.).  Congo: “Französisches Congogebiet, Bonga”.  [This must be a synonym for another species of Mylothris – see Larsen, 2005a].
limbonotata Strand, 1913 (as f. of Mylothris hilara).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 79 (A.2.): 13 (10-26).  Cameroon: “Kamerun, Jaunde-Simekoa”; Equatorial Guinea: “Span-Guinea, Makomo-Campogebt”.  [This must be a synonym for another species of Mylothris – see Larsen, 2005a].
conflua Strand, 1913 (as ab. of Mylothris hilara).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 79 (A.2.): 13 (10-26).  Equatorial Guinea: “Span. Guinea, Alén, Benitogebt”.  [This must be a synonym for another species of Mylothris – see Larsen, 2005a].
excavata Strand, 1913 (as ab. of Mylothris alcuana).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 79 (A.2.): 13 (10-26).  Equatorial Guinea: “Span. Guinea, Uelleburg-Benitogebt”.  [This must be a synonym for another species of Mylothris – see Larsen, 2005a].
trimacula Talbot, 1944 (as female f. of Mylothris poppea hilara).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 168 (155-186).  Cameroon: “Banso Mountains, north of Lumbo, 6000 feet”.  [This must be a synonym for another species of Mylothris – see Larsen, 2005a].
pseudospica Dufrane, 1947 (as ab. of Mylothris poppea poppea).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 83: 54 (46-73).  Guinea: “Macenta, Guinée”.
Mylothris rembina (Plötz, 1880)

Pieris rembina Plötz, 1880.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 205 (189-206).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Rembo-Fluss bei Mungo”.

Diagnosis: Differs from M. chloris as follows: smaller; dark markings not as wide; apical patch smaller and inner edge not as well defined; hindwing underside dirty white rather than ochreous (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Bioko, Sao Tome & Principe (Principe), Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (west), Angola (north).


Recorded, in error, from Lagos, Nigeria and from the Gambia (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Port Harcourt (Larsen, 2005a); Calabar (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Smoky dotted border.

Habitat: Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Usually scarce but can have population explosions (Larsen, 2005a).  Numbers of females were noted feeding on Lantana at Calabar, Nigeria by St. Leger (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
subfusa Crowley, 1890 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1890: 551 (551-556).  Cameroon: “Cameroons”.
camerunica Aurivillius, 1891 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Entomologisk Tidskrift 12: 220 (193-228).  Cameroon: “Camerun”.
infuscata Bartel, 1905 (as female f. of Mylothris chloris).  Novitates Zoologicae 12: 149 (129-152).  Cameroon: “West-Afrika, Edea, deutsche Endstation am Sannagah, Weiss, Verk”.
fusca Bartel, 1905 (as female f. of Mylothris rembina).  Novitates Zoologicae 12: 149 (129-152).  Gabon: “Gaboon”.
aneria Hulstaert, 1924 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 92 (90-99).  Cameroon: “Kamerun”.
arctata Talbot, 1944 (as male f. of Mylothris rembina).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 167 (155-186).  Cameroon: “Cameroons, Port Victoria”.
semifusca Talbot, 1944 (as female f. of Mylothris rembina).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 167 (155-186).  Angola: “Congo, Landana”.
Mylothris rhodope (Fabricius, 1775)

Papilio rhodope Fabricius, 1775.  Systema Entomologiae 473 (832 pp.). Flensburgi & Lipsiae.
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Mylothris rhodope.  Left – male upperside, Cameroon (x2).  Right – male underside, Cameroon (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Mylothris rhodope.  Female upperside, Cameroon (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon Africae”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Bioko, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Burundi, Rwanda, Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-west), Zambia (extreme north-west).


Recorded from Senegal, in error (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kemfu Forest; Kasye Forest; Mihumu Forest, all in the Kigoma District (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: Common dotted border.

Habitat: Lowland forest.  It can cope with considerable degradation of its forest habitat (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania at altitudes from 780 to 950 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A common forest butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Males mud-puddle on the banks of forest streams.  Females fly low down in shady places in the forest (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

“Loranthus” (Santalales) (growing on Citrus species) [Ackery et al., 1995; Larsen, 2005a; Kumasi, Ghana].
eudoxia Boisduval, 1836 (as sp. of Pieris).  In: [Roret, Suites à Buffon] Histoire naturelle des Insectes. Species général des Lépidopteres 1: 510 (690 pp.). Paris.  “Côte de Guinée”.
caspi Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Mylothris spica).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 72 (12-107).  Cameroon: “Camerun”; Togo”.
pseudohilara Strand, 1912 (as f. of Mylothris hilara).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.2.): 138 (136-141).  Cameroon: “Buea”.
hintzi Strand, 1912 (as ab. of Mylothris spica).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.2.): 139 (136-141).  Cameroon: “Bakossu; Ekona”.
spicana Strand, 1913 (as f. of Mylothris spica).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 79 (A.2.): 12 (10-26).  Cameroon: “Kamerun, Bibundi”.
spicatana Strand, 1913 (as f. of Mylothris spica).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 79 (A.2.): 12 (10-26).  Cameroon: “Kamerun, Mokundange”.
spicatella Strand, 1913 (as f. of Mylothris spica).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 79 (A.2.): 13 (10-26).  Cameroon: “Kamerun, Assoko, Simekoa-Jaunde”.
donovani Holland, 1920 (as f. of Mylothris spica).  Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History 43: 236 (109-369).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Ogové River”.
lutea Berger, 1981 (as female f. of Mylothris rhodope).  Les Papillons du Zaire 74 (543 pp.) Bruxelles.  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kivu: Kakunda, forêt à l’Ouest de Mwenda”.
Mylothris ruandana Strand, 1909

Mylothris ruandana Strand, 1909.  Societas Entomologica 24: 42 (42-43).

Type locality: Rwanda: “S.W. Ruanda, Bergurwald”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Kivu), Uganda (south-west - Kigezi), Rwanda, Burundi.

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kivu (Davenport, 2002).

Uganda – Bwindi Forest (Davenport, 2002).

Rwanda – Bergurwald, south-west Rwanda (TL).

Habitat: Forest (Davenport, 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Loranthus spp. (Loranthaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317].
Mylothris rubricosta (Mabille, 1890)

Pieris rubricosta Mabille, 1890.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 28 (17-51).
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Mylothris rubricosta rubricosta.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 40mm.  Victoria Falls, S. Rhodesia.  14.7.1946.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3152).

Type locality: Mozambique.

Diagnosis: Differs from the closely related M. bernice in the following respect: the blackish marginal spot at vein 6 is free and rounded in the male and a little elongate in the female (in bernice the spot at vein 6 is generally conjoined with the apical black patch or connected with it by blackish dusting) (Berger, 1981).

Distribution: Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Botswana, Zimbabwe.

Common name: Eastern swamp dotted border; streaked dotted border.

Habitat: Papyrus swamps (Pringle et al., 1994).  In Tanzania the nominate subspecies occurs at altitudes from 1 300 to 1 800 m; ssp. pulchra is found at altitudes from 800 to 1 700 m and ssp. attenuata from 400 to 900 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Flies weakly, and low down, in its swampy habitat, often using the flowers of the larval host-plant as a source of nectar (Larsen, 1991).

Flight period: August to March (Pinhey, vide Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Persicaria barbata (L.) H. Hara (Polygonaceae) (= setosulum A. Richard) [Van Someren, 1974: 317; as Polygonum barbatum var. fischeri; Sevastopulo, 1975 (Kenya)].

Mylothris rubricosta rubricosta (Mabille, 1890)

Pieris rubricosta Mabille, 1890.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 28 (17-51).
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Mylothris rubricosta rubricosta.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 40mm.  Victoria Falls, S. Rhodesia.  14.7.1946.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3152).

Type locality: Mozambique.

Distribution: Sudan (south), Ethiopia, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Lomami, Shaba), Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Ngwazi; Mufindi; Idota River (Mawanihana Forest); Uzungwa Range (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Mongu; Mwinilunga; Chingola; Chililabombwe; Ndola; Kafue; Livingstone; Lake Mweru; Chishi Island (Lake Bangweulu); Chambeshi River; Chipata (Heath et al., 2002).
mackenziana Sharpe, 1891 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1891: 190 (187-194).  Kenya: “Kavirondo”.
berenicides Holland, 1896 (as race? of Mylothris berenice [sic]).  Proceedings of the United States National Museum 18: 756 (741-767).  “East Africa”.
sulphureotincta Strand, 1909 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 22: 109 (104-121).  No locality given.
fuscescens Talbot, 1944 (as female f. of Mylothris bernice rubricosta).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 171 (155-186).  Burundi: “Eastern Congo, Urundi District”.
aethra Stoneham, 1957 (as female f. of Mylothris bernice).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (68): [1] ([4 pp.]).  Uganda: “Busia”.
Mylothris rubricosta attenuata Talbot, 1944

Mylothris bernice attenuata Talbot, 1944.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 171 (155-186).

Synonym of M. rubricosta rubricosta (Mabille).  Ackery et al., 1995: 223.

Mylothris rubricosta attenuata Talbot, 1944.  Pringle et al., 1994: 299.

Type locality: “Lake Nyassa”.

Distribution: Tanzania (east), Malawi, Zimbabwe (north-west), Botswana (Okavango Swamps).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Masagati Forest, south of Ifakara; Usambaras?; lower parts of the Ngurus? (Kielland, 1990).

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls (certain islands in the vicinity of) (Pringle et al., 1994).

Botswana – Andara (Gaerdes); Okavango Swamps (Pinhey); Shakawe (Stephen and Duke).
Mylothris rubricosta pulchra Berger, 1981

Mylothris rubricosta pulchra Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 73 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kivu-Sud: Nyamununye”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri, south Kivu), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – From Mount Chala in Ufipa to Mpanda, Kigoma and Ngara District in the north-west (Kielland, 1990).
Mylothris rueppellii (Koch, 1865)

Pieris rueppellii Koch, 1865.  Die Indo-Australische Lepidopteren-Fauna in ihrem Zusammenhang mit der Europaeischen nebst den drei Hauptfaunen der Erde 88 (119 pp.). Leipsig.

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Abessynica”.

Diagnosis: The basal coloured scaling takes up about half of the forewing cell on the upperside and is deep orange (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Nigeria, Sudan, Ethiopia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Angola, Zambia, Tanzania, Malawi, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Twin dotted border; Rueppell’s dotted border.

Habitat: Forest and heavily wooded savanna.  In Tanzania ssp. rhodesiana and tirikensis both occur at altitudes from 600 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Both sexes have a slow, floating flight, usually high up in trees (Pringle et al., 1994).  Both males and females come to flowers regularly.

Flight period: All year (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Mansel Weale, in Trimen & Bowker, 1889: 36 [as Mylothris Rüppellii (Koch)].


“Pupa.  Satiny-white, with a pale-green tinge dorsally; projections on wing-covers tipped with ochreous-yellow and black; faintly mottled with grey ventrally.  In shape closely resembles pupa of Agathina.” – J.P. Mansel Weale, in epist., February 1877.”

Clark, in Pringle et al., 1994: plate 27, p.392.


“The eggs are laid in clusters on the leaves of the foodplant.  They are 0,7 mm in diameter and 1,1 mm high, and are yellowish with a sticky, yellow coating.  There are about 28 longitudinal ribs and about 26 cross ribs.  The larvae emerge from the side of the eggs, near the top, and eat the discarded shells.  The larvae are gregarious throughout their larval stages and sit side by side on the leaves of the foodplant.  After moulting, they usually eat their discarded skins.  When ready to pupate, the larvae drop to the ground on silken threads and scatter to various places.  Egg duration six days.  Larva on emergence 2,0 mm growing to 4,0 mm in six days; 2nd instar growing to 5,5 mm in five days; 3rd instar growing to 9,5 mm in six days; 4th instar growing to 17,0 mm in seven days; 5th instar growing to 30,0 mm in 15 days.  Pupa 18,0 mm and hatching after 16 days.  The pupae are secured by cremastral hooks and a silken girdle.  They vary in colour to match the surroundings.”

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 361 (photograph of final instar larva and pupa).

Larval food:

(Suspected to be) Erianthemum dregei (Eckl. and Zeyh.) V. Tieghem. (Loranthaceae), parasitic on two kinds of Acacia (Fabaceae), Combretum (Combretaceae), and Schotia (Fabaceae) [Mansel Weale, in Trimen & Bowker, 1889: 36; as Loranthus Dregei].

Tapinanthus oleifolius (Wendl.) Danser (Loranthaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 300; South Africa].

Tapinanthus rubromarginatus (Engl.) Danser (Loranthaceae) [Williams, 1994; Pringle et al., 1994: 300 (South Africa)].

Globimetula pachyclada (Loranthaceae) [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003; Mufindi, Tanzania].

Phragmanthera usuiensis usuiensis (Loranthaceae) [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003; Bundali Hills, Tanzania].

Ximenia caffra Sond. (Olacaceae) [Williams, unpublished 2004; Buffelskloof Nature Reserve, Mpumalanga; based on a group of third instar larvae found feeding on it].
Mylothris rueppellii rueppellii (Koch, 1865)

Pieris rueppellii Koch, 1865.  Die Indo-Australische Lepidopteren-Fauna in ihrem Zusammenhang mit der Europaeischen nebst den drei Hauptfaunen der Erde 88 (119 pp.). Leipsig.

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Abessynica”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (highlands).
kaffana Riley, 1921 (as female f. of Mylothris rueppellii kikuyuensis).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1921: 236 (234-259).  Ethiopia: “Inderatcha Forest, at Bonga, Kaffa, Abyssinia, 6050 ft”.
Mylothris rueppellii haemus (Trimen, 1879)

Pieris haemus Trimen, 1879.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1879: 342 (323-346).

Type locality: South Africa: “Cape Colony, King William’s Town; Kei River; Trans-Kei; Bashee River”; “Zambesi”.

Distribution: Mozambique (south), Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Botswana – Francistown (Larsen, 2005a).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetzi (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni Forest (Swanepoel, 1953); Wyliespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Chuniespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Nelspruit (Swanepoel, 1953); Acornhoek (Swanepoel, 1953); Marieps Kop (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg District (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).
Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953); Hartbeespoort Dam (Williams); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).

KwaZulu-Natal – Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); St. Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Amabele (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Qamata (Swanepoel, 1953); Stutterheim (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St. Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mylothris rueppellii josi Larsen, 1986

Mylothris rueppellii josi Larsen, 1986.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 45: 153 (151-172).
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Mylothris ruepellii josi.  Left – male upperside, Nigeria (x2).  Right – male underside, Nigeria (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen. 

Type locality: Nigeria: “Plateau State, Jos”.

Distribution: Nigeria.  Known only from the type locality (the Jos Plateau).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Only known from the gardens of the main Jos Hotel (Larsen, 2005a).
Mylothris rueppellii rhodesiana Riley, 1921

Mylothris rueppellii rhodesiana Riley, 1921.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1921: 236 ( 234-259).
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Mylothris rueppellii rhodesiana.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 52mm.  Katanga. 16.4.67.  (Henning collection - H111).

Type locality: Zambia: “N.W. Rhodesia, Kashitu”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba, Kivu), Angola (south-east), Kenya (Shimba Hills, Teita Hills), Zambia (north and north-east), Tanzania, Malawi, Mozambique (north).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Western, southern and eastern parts, to the Usambaras in the north-east (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Mwinilunga; Ikelenge; Solwezi; Mufulira; Kashitu (TL); Mporokosa; Lusaka; Mkushi; Mbala; Nyika (Heath et al., 2002).
pallidior Hulstaert, 1924 (as ab. of Mylothris ruppellii [sic] rhodesiana).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 92 (90-99).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Luanza”.
Mylothris rueppellii septentrionalis Carpenter, 1928

Mylothris rueppellii septentrionalis Carpenter, 1928.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 76: 31 (25-54).

Type locality: Sudan: “S.E. Sudan”.

Distribution: Sudan (south).
Mylothris rueppellii tirikensis Neave, 1904

Mylothris tirikensis Neave, 1904.  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 341 (323-363).

Type locality: Kenya: “Tiriki Hills”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (highlands), Tanzania (northern highlands).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Northern Highlands; Pare Mountains; Loliondo (Kielland, 1990).
kikuyuensis Bartel, 1905 (as female f. of Mylothris rueppellii).  Novitates Zoologicae 12: 150 (129-152).  Kenya: “Brit. Ost-Afrika, Kikuyu”.
kenia Riley, 1921 (as male f. of Mylothris rueppellii kikuyuensis).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1921: 236 (234-259).  Kenya: “S.E. slopes of Mt. Kenia, 6000-7000 ft”.
aspilota Hulstaert, 1924 (as ab. of Mylothris ruppellii [sic] kikuyuensis).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 92 (90-99).  Kenya: “Londiani”.
Mylothris sagala Grose-Smith, 1886

Mylothris sagala Grose-Smith, 1886.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 23: 32 (32).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Sagala, about 100 miles inland west of Zanzibar”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Common name: Lemon dotted border; dusky dotted border.

Habitat: Submontane and montane forest, up to 3 200 m in altitude.  In Tanzania the nominate subspecies occurs at altitudes from 700 to 2 700 m, spp. seminigra from 800 to 2 200 m, ssp. albissima from 1 500 to 2 200 m, ssp. mahale 2 000 to 2 300 m; ssp. narcissus from 900 to 2 500 m, and ssp. oldeanensis from 1 700 to over 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is weak but often several metres above the gound.  Flowers are regularly visited (Larsen, 1991).

Flight period:  Subspecies umtaliana D’Abrera has been recorded in August and September, December, and from February to May (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Loranthus freisiorum (Loranthaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317].

Erianthemum dregei (Eckl. And Zeyh.) Tiegh. (Loranthaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317].

Oncocalyx fischeri (Engl.) M.G. Gilbert (Loranthaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317].

Oncocalyx sulfureus (Engl.) Wiens and Polhill (Loranthaceae) [Ref.?].

Phragmanthera usuiensis (Oliv.) M.G. Gilbert (Loranthaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317].

Viscum species (Viscaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 317].

Englerina sp. (Loranthaceae) [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003].

Agelanthus sp. (Loranthaceae) [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003].
Mylothris sagala sagala Grose-Smith, 1886

Mylothris sagala Grose-Smith, 1886.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 23: 32 (32).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Sagala, about 100 miles inland west of Zanzibar”.

Distribution: Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Southern Highlands and hills west of Songea to the Uzungwa Range; Ukaguru Mountains; Rubeho Mountains; Nguru Mountains; Njoge Mountains; North Nguu Mountains; Kwaraha Mountain at Babati; Itumba Hills? (Kielland, 1990).

Mylothris sagala albissima Talbot, 1944

Mylothris sagala albissima Talbot, 1944.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 170 (155-186).
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Mylothris sagala albissima.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 43mm.  Biano, Shaba, S. Zaire [D.R.C.].  S.C. Collins.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Mylothris sagala albissima.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 49mm.  Bwingimfumu, Zambia.  29.IV.79.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Zambia: “Mpika District, 4000 feet”.

Diagnosis: Black margins on forewing upperside much reduced in both sexes (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (south-west), Zambia (north), Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba, Lomami).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Ufipa Highland; Mpanda District (Wanzizi Hills; Mweze; Sitebi Mountain; Bisi Forest; Chala Mountain; Mbuzi Mountain) (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Mpika (TL); Bwingi Mfumu; Shiwa Ngandu; Mbala (Heath et al., 2002).
Mylothris sagala dentatus Butler, 1896

Mylothris narcissus var. dentatus Butler, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 124 (108-136).
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Mylothris sagala dentatus.  Male A.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 49mm.  Mugesse For., Malawi.  1.9.78.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H107).
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Mylothris sagala dentatus.  Male B (bred).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 46mm.  Nyika, Malawi.  25.12.1996.  S. Collins.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Mylothris sagala dentatus.  Female (bred).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 40mm.  Juniper F., Nyika Plateau, Malawi.  1.1.1997.  T.C.E. Congdon.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Malawi: “Kantorongondo Nt., Nyika”.

Distribution: Tanzania (Usungwa Mountains), Malawi, Zambia (north-east).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Makutu Mountains; Nyika (Heath et al., 2002).
dulcis Thurau, 1903 (as var. of Mylothris narcissus).  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 48: 141 (117-143).  Tanzania: “Wege von Poroto-Rungwe, Hochplateau von Langenburg (Ukinga, Buanyi-Poroto)”.
decora Thurau, 1903 (as ab. of Mylothris narcissus).  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 48: 141 (117-143).  Tanzania: “Langenburg”.

aequimargo Thurau, 1903 (as var. of Mylothris narcissus).  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 48: 141 (117-143).  Tanzania: “Wege von Poroto-Rungwe”.
Mylothris sagala mahale Kielland, 1990

Mylothris sagala mahale Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 69 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: Kigoma, Mahale Mt., Ujamba, 2000 m, 28-x-1969, J. Kielland.”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Description:

“Male.  Upperside black markings of the f.w. much more extended than in ssp. albissima, similar to some populations of narcissus Butler, but the whole of the cell is filled with black dusting (only half of the cell is filled in narcissus).  Female.  The black area more extended than in the male; inner border of the black margin moderately dentate; black marginal spots of the h.w. in both sexes very prominent.”
Diagnosis: Characterized by, in the forewing upperside, the whole of the cell filled with black dusting (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (west - Mahale Mt.).
Mylothris sagala mayenceae Berger, 1987

Mylothris sagala mayenceae Berger, 1987.  Lambillionea 87: 71 (71-73).

Type locality: Rwanda: “Bugesera”.

Distribution: Rwanda.  Known only from the type locality.

Mylothris sagala narcissus Butler, 1888

Mylothris narcissus Butler, 1888.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1888: 95 (91-98).

Type locality: Kenya: “Forests of Tiveta”.

Distribution: Kenya (south-east); Tanzania (Mt Kilimanjaro).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mount Kilimanjaro; Mount Meru; North and South Pare Mountains; Mount Lossoganeu; Usmabaras (Kielland, 1990).

Kenya – Mount Sagala; Teita Hills; Rabai; Arabuko-Sokoke (Larsen, 1991).

Mylothris sagala neumanni Sharpe, 1896

Mylothris neumanni Sharpe, 1896.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 17: 125 (125-127).

Type locality: Kenya: “Near Mount Kenia”.

Distribution: Kenya (central highlands).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Nairobi; Limuru; Katamayu; slopes of Mt Kenya (Larsen, 1991).

Mylothris sagala oldeanensis Kielland, 1990

Mylothris sagala oldeanensis Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 69 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Oldeani Mt.”.

Description:

“Male.  More reduced black margins than in narcissus; marginal spots at vein 1 and 2, often also at veins 3 and 4 intersected by the white ground colour; spots only slightly elongated; h.w. greenish-yellow with black marginal dots on the veins.  Female.  With two forms, one similar to the male, the other with similar markings, but orange h.w.”
Distribution: Tanzania (north-east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Oldeani-Ngorongoro Mountains; Mbulu forests (Kielland, 1990).
Mylothris sagala seminigra d’Abrera, 1980

Mylothris sagala seminigra d’Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 95 (593 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Uluguru mountains in eastern Tanzania”.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in that the hindwing upperside is dusted with black in the upper half and forewing upperside more heavily dusted with black (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (Uluguru Mountains only).
seminigra Talbot, 1944 (as f. of Mylothris sagala sagala).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 160, 171 (155-186).  Tanzania: “Tanganyika Territory, Morogoro”.
seminigra Berger, 1980 (as ssp. of Mylothris sagala).  Revue de Zoologie Africaine 94: 869 (861-880).  Tanzania: “Morogoro”.
Mylothris sagala swaynei Butler, 1899

Mylothris swaynei Butler, 1899.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1898: 822 (821-822).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Harar Highlands”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (highlands).
Mylothris sagala umtaliana d’Abrera, 1980

Mylothris sagala umtaliana d’Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 95 (593 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: “Mountains on the Rhodesia-Mozambique border”.

Distribution: Zimbabwe (eastern border), Mozambique (western border).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Butler North; Mutare; Vumba Mountains (Pringle et al., 1994).
umtaliana van Son, 1949 (as f. of Mylothris sagala).  Transvaal Museum Memoires No. 3: 228 (237 pp.).  Zimbabwe: “Vumba, Umtali District, Southern Rhodesia”.
Mylothris schoutedeni Berger, 1952

Mylothris schoutedeni Berger, 1952.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 46: 319 (319-322).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kivu, Kahusha”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Kivu).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kahusha, Kivu (TL).

Habitat: Forest (Davenport, 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris schumanni Suffert, 1904

Mylothris schumanni Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 71 (12-107).
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Mylothris schumanni schumanni.  Left – male upperside, Ghana (x2).  Right – female upperside, Ghana (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Guinea: “Insel Konakry”.  The female co-type has been designated as the lectotype (Larsen, 2005a).  He states that the male co-type appears to be a small specimen of M. rhodope (Larsen, 2005a).

Diagnosis: The male has a more rounded forewing apex than the males of similar species (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, ?Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan (south), Burundi, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Conakry (TL); Labe in the Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon - Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Schumann’s dotted border.

Habitat: Lowland forest.  Also in degraded habitats, as long as there is canopy cover (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania at altitudes from 800 to 1 000 m (Kielland, 1990; as M. asphodelus).

Habits: In West Africa it is commonest in Ghana and Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).  Males mud-puddle on river banks in dense forest (Kielland, 1990; as M. asphodelus).  Flies about weakly in lighter parts of the forest, occasionally venturing out to feed from flowers (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Santalales [Larsen, 1991: 152; Kenya].
Mylothris schumanni schumanni Suffert, 1904

Mylothris schumanni Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 71 (12-107).
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Mylothris schumanni schumanni.  Left – male upperside, Ghana (x2).  Right – female upperside, Ghana (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Guinea: “Insel Konakry”.

Distribution: Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, ?Congo.
fernandina Schultze, 1914 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Entomologische Rundschau 31: 13 (13-14).  Equatorial Guinea: “Sta. Isabel, Basilé und San Carlos, Insel Fernando Po”.  Larsen (2005a: 111) treats this taxon as a form of M. schumanni but also suggests that it may be a valid species in its own right.  No formal taxonomic changes were made by him, however.  In this taxon the female is white and similar females have been found in Guinea, Sierra Leone, Cameroon, Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
Mylothris schumanni uniformis Talbot, 1944

Mylothris rhodope uniformis Talbot, 1944.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 169 (155-186).

Type locality: Uganda: “Mabiri Forest, Kyagive, Mulange”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north Kivu, Ituri), Sudan (south), Uganda, Burundi, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kisumu; Kitosh; Kakamega; Tiriki; My Elgon (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Kigoma and adjoining areas of Mpanda (Kasoge Forest; Helembe; Luntampa (Kielland, 1990; as M. asphodelus).  A rare species in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990; as M. asphodelus).

Mylothris schumanni zairiensis Berger, 1981


Mylothris schumanni zairiensis Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 71 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.
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Mylothris schumanni zairiensis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 47mm.  Zambezi rapids, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  9/X/2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Sankuru, Katako-Kombe”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north and central), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ksombosombo River (a tributary of the Lisombu River) (Heath et al., 2002).
immaculata Berger, 1981 (as female f. of Mylothris schumanni).  Les Papillons du Zaire 71 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Uele: Isoro”.
Mylothris similis Lathy, 1906

Mylothris similis Lathy, 1906.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1906: 6 (1-10).

Type locality: Malawi: “Malanje, British Central Africa”.

Distribution: Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Rwanda.

Habitat: Submontane and montane forest (Kielland, 1990). Brachystegia woodland (Heath et al., 2002).  In Tanzania ssp. dollmani is found at altitudes of 900 to 1600 m (eastern Tanzania) and 2 000 m (western Tanzania) (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Mostly seen flying on forest margins, clearings in forest and even in gardens.  Attracted to flowers (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Santalales [Kielland, 1990: 70; Tanzania].
Mylothris similis similis Lathy, 1906

Mylothris similis Lathy, 1906.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1906: 6 (1-10).

Type locality: Malawi: “Malanje, British Central Africa”.

Diagnosis: Male characterized by reduced black apical patch and base of forewing upperside yellowish; female with only the basal half of the wings yellowish (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania, Malawi.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kitesa Forest, west of Songea (Congdon, vide Kielland, 1990; single female).
Mylothris similis dollmani Riley, 1921

Mylothris dollmani Riley, 1921.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1921: 237 (234-259).
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Mylothris similis dollmani.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 55mm.  Maskati, Nguru Mtn., Tanzania.  March, 1984.  S.C. Collins.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Mylothris similis dollmani.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 54mm.  Mkombola, Nguru Mtns, Tanzania.  12/2000-1/2001.  P.W./M.H.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Zambia: “N.W. Rhodesia, Solwezi”.

Distribution: Tanzania, Zambia, Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, upper Lomami, upper Shaba).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Nguru Mountains; Mwanihana Forest; Chala Mountain in Ufipa (single male) (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Solwezi (TL) (Heath et al., 2002).
flavida Riley, 1921 (as female f. of Mylothris dollmani).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1921: 239 (234-259).  Zambia: “N.W. Rhodesia, Solwezi”.
Mylothris similis noel Talbot, 1944

Mylothris similis noel Talbot, 1944.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 164 (155-186).

Type locality: Uganda: “N. Bugishu, Elgon, Bulago, c. 7000 feet”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu), Uganda.
Mylothris sjostedti Aurivillius, 1895

Mylothris sjostedti Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 260 (195-220, 255-268).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Kitta”.

Diagnosis: Characterized by the presence of bluish grey scaling in most of the cell on the forewing upperside in both sexes (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Burundi, Tanzania.

Common name: Sjoestedt’s dotted border.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A rare dotted border throughout its range, but especially so in Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris sjostedti sjostedti Aurivillius, 1895

Mylothris sjostedti Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 260 (195-220, 255-268).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Kitta”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Ubangi, Mongala, Bas-Uele).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – swamps north of Lagos, on the old Ikorodu Road (Larsen, 2005a); Warri (Larsen, 2005a); Calabar (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Mylothris sjostedti hecqui Berger, 1952

Mylothrys [sic] sjostedti hecqui Berger, 1952.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 46: 320 (319-322).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kibali-Ituri, Km. 132 de la route Beni-Irumu”.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies as follows: forewing upperside black apical patch with inner margin more rounded; black marginal spots smaller (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Ituri, Kivu), Uganda (west - Kigezi district), Burundi, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (rare) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Note: Larsen (2005a) is uncertain whether this subspecies is, in fact, conspecific with the nominate taxon.
Mylothris smithii (Mabille, 1879)

Pieris smithii Mabille, 1879.  Bulletin de la Société Philomathique de Paris (7) 3: 133 (132-144).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascariensia”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris spica (Möschler, 1884)

Tachyris poppea var. (ab?) spica Möschler, 1884.  Verhandlungen der Zoologisch-Botanischen Gesellschaft in Wien 33: 277 (267-310).
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Mylothris spica spica.  Left – male upperside, Ghana (x2).  Right – female upperside, Ghana (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Ghana: “Goldküste (Aburi)”; Guinea: “(Victoria) [Cameroon: Buea]”.  Description based on two females.  Larsen (2005a: 109) designated the female from “Goldkuste (Aburi)” as the lectotype.  Furthermore, he suspects that the second female, from Cameroon, is probably a female of M. sulphurea (Larsen, 2005a).

Diagnosis:  The male of M. spica differs from that of M. poppea in the following respects: slightly smaller; most of forewing costa without black scaling; orange basal flush on upperside not as bright and smaller; basal flush on underside even weaker but extends beyond cell; the smallest hindwing spot on vein 1 minute (also in female) (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Ghana.


Records from countries other than Ghana are apparently erroneous (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Aburi (TL) [probably no longer here because of destruction of the forest (Larsen, 2005a)]; Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Owabi (Larsen, 2005a); Kibi area (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Spica dotted border.

Habitat: Wet forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rather rare butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

“Loranthus” (Santalales) [Poulton, 1928; Cameroon].
Mylothris spica spica (Möschler, 1884)

Tachyris poppea var. (ab?) spica Möschler, 1884.  Verhandlungen der Zoologisch-Botanischen Gesellschaft in Wien 33: 277 (267-310).
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Mylothris spica spica.  Left – male upperside, Ghana (x2).  Right – female upperside, Ghana (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Ghana: “Goldküste (Aburi)”; Guinea: “(Victoria)”.

Distribution: Ghana.
Mylothris spica gabela Berger, 1979

Mylothris spica gabela Berger, 1979.  Revue de Zoologie Africaine 93: 7 (1-9).

Type locality: Angola: “7 mls W. de Gabela”.

Distribution: Angola.  Known only from the type series.

Note: Larsen (2005a) considers M. spica to be a Ghana endemic but does not discuss the status of M. spica gabela.

Mylothris splendens Le Cerf, 1927

Mylothris splendens Le Cerf, 1927.  Encyclopédie Entomologique (B. 3. Lepidoptera) 2: 44 (44-58).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
audeoudi Riley, 1930 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Bulletin de la Société Lépidoptérologique de Genève 6: 107 (107-108).  Madagascar.
bicolor Riley, 1930 (as f. of Mylothris audeoudi).  Bulletin de la Société Lépidoptérologique de Genève 6: 108 (107-108).  Madagascar: “Tananarive”.
unicolor Riley, 1930 (as f. of Mylothris audeoudi).  Bulletin de la Société Lépidoptérologique de Genève 6: 108 (107-108).  Madagascar: “Plantations de Sambirano”.
Mylothris subsolana Hecq, 2001

Mylothris subsolana Hecq, 2001.  Lambillionea 101 (1) (Tome I): 74 (74-76).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Tshibinda, Kivu”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris sulphurea Aurivillius, 1895

Mylothris sulphurea Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 259 (195-220, 255-268).
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Mylothris sulphurea.  Left – male upperside, Cameroon (x2).  Right – male underside, Cameroon (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Mylothris sulphurea.  Female upperside, Cameroon (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Ekundu, N’Dian”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon (west).

Larsen (2005a) treats populations from Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast and Ghana as M. dimidiata.  Material from southern Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, and parts of the Democratic Republic of Congo appears to represent a distinct subspecies of M. sulphurea, or may even be a valid species (Larsen, 2005a) (see semiflava Schultze, 1914 in synonym list, below).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Cross River Loop (Larsen, 2005a); Kanyang Village in Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Gashaka-Gumpti (R. Warren teste Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Ekundu, Korup (TL).

Common name: Sulphur dotted border.

Habitat: Dense forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Like those of M. dimidiata (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

“Loranthus” (Santalales) [Ackery et al., 1995].
flavia Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1900 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Ref.?  Given as a synonym of M. sulphurea by Larsen (2005a: 107) but status not formally changed.

beethoveni Suffert, 1904 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 70 (12-107).  Cameroon: “Camerun Hinterland”.  Formally synonymized with M. sulphurea by Larsen (2005a: 107).
semiflava Schultze, 1914 (as sp. of Mylothris).  Entomologische Rundschau 31: 13 (13-14).  Cameroon: “Randgebirge, Süd-Kameruns”.  Larsen (2005a: 107) states that this taxon is possibly an eastern subspecies of M. sulphurea but is more likely to be a distinct species.  He does not, however, formally change its status.
Mylothris dimidiata Aurivillius, 1898

Mylothris dimidiata Aurivillius, 1898.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 19: 182 (177-186).

Synonym of Mylothris sulphurea Aurivillius, 1895.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Mylothris dimidiata Aurivillius, 1898.  Larsen, 2005a: 107.
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Mylothris dimidiata.  Male, Ivory Coast.  Left – upperside (x1.5).  Right – underside (x1.5).
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Mylothris dimidiata.  Female, Guinea, upperside (x1.5).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leona”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Western sulphur dotted border.

Habitat: Dense forest of good quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Localized but may be common where found (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
pallescens Talbot, 1944 (as f. of Mylothris sulphurea basalis).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 167 (155-186).  Ivory Coast: “Patokla”.  Larsen (2005a) avers that this taxon appears to be an aberration of M. dimidiata.
Mylothris primulina Butler, 1897

Mylothris primulina Butler, 1897.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 19: 627 (627).

Synonym of Mylothris sulphurea Aurivillius, 1895.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Mylothris dimidiata Aurivillius, 1898.  Larsen, 2005a: 107.
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M. primulina.  Male holotype, Nigeria.  Left – upperside; right – underside (x1.5). 

Type locality: Nigeria: “Ondo Country, Lagos”.

Distribution: Nigeria.


Records from west of the Dahomey Gap are erroneous (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Primrose dotted border.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: This appears to be a rare dotted border (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris superbus Kielland, 1985

Mylothris superbus Kielland, 1985.  Lambillionea 85: 99 (95-112).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Morogoro Distr., east side of Nguru Mt., 1000 to 1600 m”.

Distribution: Tanzania (Nguru Mountains only).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mkombola; Maskati; just above Mhonda Mission (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Submontane forest at altitudes from 900 to 1 600 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mylothris talboti Berger, 1980

Mylothris talboti Berger, 1980.  Revue de Zoologie Africaine 94: 868 (861-880).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Dar-es-Salaam”.

Diagnosis: Similar to M. yulei but females with pale ochreous forewing upperside and pale yellowish hindwing upperside (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania (east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Muhulu Forest in Ulanga District; Uluguru Mountains; Nguru Mountains; Nguu forests; Pugu Hills; lower parts of the Uzungwa Range (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Lowland to submontane forest, up to altitudes of 1 700 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is slow (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Santalales [Kielland, 1990; Tanzania].
talboti Berger, 1952 (as female f. of Mylothris yulei ertli).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 46: 322 (319-322).  Tanzania: “Tanganyika Territory, Dar-es-Salaam”.
Mylothris trimenia (Butler, 1869)

Pieris trimenia Butler, 1869.  Cistula Entomologica 1: 13 (1-16).

Type locality: South Africa: “Port Natal”.

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province).

It is noted as occurring in Swaziland by Henning, Henning, Joannou, & Woodhall (1997: 366) but is not included in the checklist for Swaziland published by Duke et al. (1999).

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Mariepskop (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Pinetown (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Karkloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Balgowan (Swanepoel, 1953); Kranskop (Pringle et al., 1994); Umdoni Park (Pringle et al., 1994); Umhlanga Rocks (Pringle et al., 1994); Umzumbe (Pringle et al., 1994).

Eastern Cape Province – Humansdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Hankey (Swanepoel, 1953); Hogsback (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Amabele (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Stutterheim (Swanepoel, 1953); Tsomo River (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Umtata district (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St. Johns (Williams); Bedford district (Pringle et al., 1994).

Common name: Trimen’s dotted border.

Habitat: Montane (temperate) forest.

Habits: Flies high up in the canopy of the forest with a flight that is generally faster than other species in the genus (Pringle et al., 1994).  Both sexes feed from flowers.

Flight period: All year in warmer (coastal) forests and from October to April in cooler ones (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1949: 227.


Egg 1,1 mm high and 0,65 mm in diameter; 22-24 longitudinal ribs of which 8-10 reach micropyle; watery white and covered with a yellow glutinous substance; laid in clusters on the underside of the leaves of the foodplant; egg stage about 5 days in summer and 10 days in winter.  Five larval instars lasting about 24 days; up to two or three times longer in winter.  First instar larva 1,5 mm; pale watery yellow (translucent); head black; grows to 3 mm.  Second instar growing from 3 to 7 mm; watery green; setae and setiferous tubercles white; head black.  Third instar growing from 7 to 10 mm; colour slightly darker than second instar, with two pale yellow glands visible under skin of 9th segment; head black.  Fourth instar growing from 10 to 18 mm; green with greenish white lateral line; segments 10 to 12 tinged with light yellowish-brown; 13th segment green; the two glands on the 9th segment in some specimens very prominent and yellow, in others not visible.  Final instar growing from 18 to 32 mm; dull green with a broken black dorsal line, the black widened in the middle of each segment and interrupted at the junction of each segment, which is green; segments 10 to 12 yellow-brown; in some larvae a yellow-brown edging along the black dorsal line; a whitish lateral line; ventral portions watery green; main hairs white, lesser dorsal and sub-dorsal hairs black, but below these all hairs are white; all the setiferous tubercles white, those on edge of dorsal black dorsal line very prominent; before pupating larva shrinks to 21 mm.  Pupa at first watery green but after a few hours the tip of the cephalic projection whitens and remainder darkens as does the middle lateral projection; length 20-22 mm; pupal stage 12 days in summer, 19-21 days in winter.

Clark, in Pringle et al., 1994: plate 29, p.396.


“The eggs are laid in clusters on the undersides of the leaves of the foodplant.  They are 0,65 mm in diameter and 1,1 mm high, and are watery white with a coating of a glutinous, yellow substance.  There are about 22-24 longitudinal ribs and about 26 cross ribs.  The larva emerges from the side of the egg, near the top, and eats the discarded shell.  The egg stage lasts about five days in summer and up to 10 days in winter.  The larvae are gregarious throughout the larval stages and usually sit side by side on the leaves of the foodplant.  When they moult they generally eat their discarded skins.  There are five larval instars lasting about 24 days in summer and up to three times as long in winter.  When they are ready to pupate the larvae drop to the ground on silken threads and scatter to various places.  The pupa is at first a watery green colour, but after a few hours the tip of the cephalic projection whitens and the remainder darkens, as does the middle lateral projection.  The pupal stage lasts 12 days in summer and up to 21 days in winter.  There appears to be a continuous succession of broods throughout the year in the Eastern Cape.”

Henning, Henning, Joannou, and Woodhall, 1997: 366 (photograph of final instar larva and pupa).

Larval food:

(Suspected to be) Agelanthus prunifolius (Loranthaceae), parasitic on Schotia latifolia (Fabaceae) [Mansel Weale, in Trimen & Bowker, 1889: 34; as sp. of Loranthus].

Oncocalyx quinquinervius (Hochst.) Wiens and Polhill (Loranthaceae) [Clark, in Van Son, 1949: 228; as Loranthus quinquenervi Hochst.].

Agelanthus kraussianus (Meisn.) V. Tieghem (Loranthaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978; as sp. of Tapinanthus.  Note:  this species has now been split into two species].
Mylothris yulei Butler, 1897

Mylothris yulei Butler, 1897.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 853 (851-855).
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Mylothris yulei yulei.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 48mm.  Chirinda Fr., Rhodesia.  19-2-72.  W. Teare.  (Henning collection - H113).
Type locality: Tanzania: “Kilima-njaro”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Common name: Yule’s dotted border; Fragile dotted border.

Habitat: Submontane and montane forest, and dense woodland.

Habits: The flight is very weak, even for a species of Mylothris.  Specimens are often seen visiting flowers on the margins and in open glades of the forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Flight period: Recorded from February to September and in November (Pinhey, vide Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Hevea brasiliensis Müll. Arg. (Euphorbiaceae) [Le Pelley, 1959 (Kenya); Larsen, 1991: 152.  Almost certainly erroneous].

Theobroma cacao L. (Sterculiaceae) [Le Pelley, 1959 (Kenya); Larsen, 1991: 152.  Almost certainly erroneous].

Santalales (Loranthaceae) [Kielland, 1990 (Tanzania); Larsen, 1991: 152 (Kenya)].

Globimetula anguliflora (Loranthaceae) [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003; Cryptosepalum Forest, Zambia].
Mylothris yulei yulei Butler, 1897

Mylothris yulei Butler, 1897.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 853 (851-855).
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Mylothris yulei yulei.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 48mm.  Chirinda Fr., Rhodesia.  19-2-72.  W. Teare.  (Henning collection - H113).
Type locality: Tanzania: “Kilima-njaro”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba, Kivu), Kenya (east of the Rift Valley), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (north), Mozambique, Zimbabwe (eastern border).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; 80 km south of Mwinilunga; Solwezi; Chingola; Mufulira; Lake Mweru; Kasama; Mporokosa; Samfya; Mbala (Heath et al., 2002).
Mozambique – Amatongas (Chitty); Vila Gouveia [Posto de Catandica] (Pringle et al., 1994); Vumba (Pinhey); Xiluvo (Pennington).

Zimbabwe – Mount Selinda; Mutare (Pringle et al., 1994).

sulphurascens Hulstaert, 1924 (as ab. of Mylothris yulei).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 92 (90-99).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Luanza”.
sulphurascens Berger, 1954 (as ssp. of Mylothris yulei).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 50: 344 (342-344).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Luanza (Lac Moero)”.
Mylothris yulei amhara Ungemach, 1932

Mylothris latimargo amhara Ungemach, 1932.  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 25 (1-122).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Alenga”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (south).
Mylothris yulei bansoana Talbot, 1944

Mylothris yulei bansoana Talbot, 1944.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 94: 168 (155-186).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons, near Banso, western Cameroons, 3000 feet”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Mambilla Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Banso Mountains (TL).
Mylothris yulei latimargo Joicey & Talbot, 1921

Mylothris latimargo Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 45 (40-166).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kavirondo, E. Africa”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (west of the Rift Valley), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Munene Forest; Rubondo Island (Congdon & Collins, 1998).  The population on Rubondo Island differs from typical latimargo, more closely resembling ssp. bansoana from Cameroon (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
