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SUBFAMILY  THECLINAE

Swainson, 1830
TRIBE  THECLINI

Swainson, 1830
A large tribe, with about 295 Afrotropical species.  In the Afrotropics it is represented by five subtribes.  These are the Amblypodiina, Oxylidina, Iolaina, Hypolycaenina and Deudoricina.  These subtribes are also represented in the Oriental Region, which has additional subtribes.  Nearly all theclines possess a tornal lobe on the hindwing.  The lobe usually has a black spot, sometimes crowned by orange and metallic scales.  Vein 1b usually projects as a filamentous tail, which is very long in some species.  Vein 2, and sometimes vein 3, are also sometimes elongated into tails.  In the Iolaina and Hypolycaenina there are normally three tails (sometimes two), that from vein 1 being the longest.  Amblypodiina have a single long, stout tail at the end of vein 1b.  Oxylidina have three tails, the longest being on the end of vein 2.  In the Deudoricina the tail at the end of vein 1b is absent and is also usually absent on vein 2 (In the genus Capys tails are essentially absent).  Males often have androconial organs, in the form of patches of androconial scales on the costa of the hindwing, hair-tufts on the forewings or hindwings, or both.  These are especially well developed in the Iolaina.

[Summarize early stages and larval hosts and ant associations]

