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Lepidochrysops oreas.  Photo courtesy Jeremy Dobson
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TRIBE  POLYOMMATINI

Swainson, 1827

Genus Lepidochrysops Hedicke, 1923
Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift 1923: 226 (226).
[Replacement name for Neochrysops Bethune-Baker.]

Lepidochrysops methymna (Trimen, 1862)

Lycaena methymna Trimen, 1862.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 280 (279-291).

Neochrysops methymna (Trimen, 1862).  Bethune-Baker, 1923.

Lepidochrysops methymna (Trimen, 1862).  Heidicke, 1923.
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Lepidochrysops methymna methymna.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Hermanus, Western Cape Province, South Africa; 13 November, 1968; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
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Lepidochrysops methymna methymna.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Clovelly, Western Cape Province, South Africa; 28 November, 1951; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
Type locality: South Africa: “Cape Town, Mossel Bay; Cape Town”.  Lectoholotype (male) “Cape Town (Wynberg)” in Natural History Museum, London.

Original description:

“Expands 1 in. 5 lin. – 1 in. 8 lin.  Male.  Pale violet-blue; costa and hind margin bordered with fuscous in both wings; cilia conspicuously white, chequered with fuscous.  Fore-wing: a reniform fuscous spot closing discoidal cell; in some specimens, traces of a row of fuscous spots beyond middle.  Hind-wing: along hind margin a row of fuscous spots in bluish-white rings; the spot between 2nd and 3rd median nervules almost black, bordered internally by a very indistinct yellowish lunule.  Underside – Brownish-grey; ocelliform spots darker-brown, white-edged; in both wings, the usual two rows (transverse) of ocelliform spots, to the inner of which rows the large discal spot is sometimes united.  Hind-wing: near base, from 2 to 6 round, black, white-ringed spots; a white-edged black streak, always present, marking origin of costal nervure; white edges of 2 rows of ocelli suffused and filling up narrow space between rows; spot between 2nd and 3rd median nervules outwardly marked with greenish-silvery; in one specimen a similar smaller spot just above sub-median nervure.  Female.  Glistening-brown, with a brassy or coppery gloss; spotless; cilia as in male.  Underside – Quite like that of male; but inner row of ocelli, in both wings, more irregular, that in fore-wing being sometimes small, inconspicuous, or half-obliterated.  One male specimen in my collection has the 3rd median nervule prolonged into a very short linear tail, but no other example I have seen has any trace of this appendage.  The under surface, in both sexes, is very variable.”


Genitalia:  “Genitalia of very slight dimensions.  Harpagines very narrow, wider at the base, concave at the lower margin, convex on the upper margin, terminating in a hooked apex which is bluntly dentate; they are furnished with long, strong bristles; anellus with the front edge well curved; aedoeagus largish, slightly waived; cingulum very slight, longish, angled forwards; tegumen a narrow ridge, at the extreme rear; cheeks not large, curved forwards with long bristles; falces rather large in comparison with the other parts.”  (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 287).  Tite (1964: 7) states that the male genitalia of methymna, dicksoni and australis are indistinguishable.


Androconia:  “A long oval of regular outline, with eight rows, occasionally nine, of reticulations placed well apart; the sculpturing itself being also well separated vertically.”  (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 288).

Distribution: South Africa.

Common name: Monkey blue.

Habitat: Localised colonies in hilly, sandy localities near the sea (Trimen, 1862).  Fynbos (Cape Macchia).  Localities fall within areas with an annual mean rainfall of 750 mm or more (Cottrell, 1965).

Habits: Males hilltop, where they show perching behaviour within defended territories.  Females fly at random, and are more rarely seen than males (Cottrell, 1965).

Flight period: September to January, with most records from October to December.  In some populations there are two annual broods, but most populations are univoltine (Cottrell, 1965).

Early stages:

Cottrell, 1965: 86, 95 [Cape Town, Western Cape Province].


“The following notes are based on alcohol-preserved material collected at Cape Town by G.C. Clark.  Egg.  0.61 mm in diameter by 0.36 mm in height, very similar to that of L. variabilis but sculpturation slightly less prominent.  1st instar.  Head width 0.20 mm; differs slightly from other species of the group in the proportions of the setae, especially those of the L group (fig. 29).  2nd Instar.  Head width 0.33 mm, head setae as in variabilis; prothoracic and suranal plates completely absent; secondary hairs on dorsum much more numerous than variabilis (about 45 on each side of segment 4) and chalazae with prominent, tooth-like projections (fig. 30q);  a major and a minor dorsal seta and two lateral setae differentiated by their length on each segment; prolegs with three or four crochets on either side of the median fleshy pad.  3rd Instar.  Head width 0.46 mm; chaetotaxy as in 2nd instar but with an additional secondary seta between A1 and A2 and a seta in the position of F1; prothoracic and suranal plates absent; body very densely covered all over dorsum with long, delicate setae which are especially long at the dorsal margins of the segments (fig. 30r) but shorter centrally and laterally (fig. 30s); chalazae weakly sclerotized but often with strong tooth-like projections; lenticles peculiarly elongate, very numerous, widely distributed over dorsum forming conspicuous patches dorsally on segments II and III and near the spiracles of the other segments; a few secondary setae near anterior margin of dorsal organ modified as in fig. 30u but most setae in vicinity of dorsal gland only differentiated from general secondary setae of body surface by their sclerotized chalazae (fig. 30t); no dorsal setae differentiated but L setae very large and prominent (about six on segment 4); SV setae (one or two on segment 4) similar to lateral setae; dorsal organ prominently bordered by a dense band of lenticles and setae anteriorly and with two dense groups of lenticles posterolaterally; prolegs with about five crochets on either side of the median fleshy pad.”

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 33 [as Lepidochrysops methymna methymna; Table Mountain, Cape Town, Western Cape Province].

“Egg: 0.7 mm diam. x 0.4 mm high.  Laid singly on buds.  Pale blue with white ribbing arranged on the top in an hexagonal pattern, by irregular involute curves of two sets of ribs in opposite directions, 20 ribs per set.  Down the sides the ribs are reversed diagonals crossed by horizontal ribs, the intersections being capped by small moles.  Eggs hatch after 5-6 days.  The discarded shells are not eaten.  Larva: 1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2 mm in 6 days; 2nd instar growing to 3.5 mm in 7 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd and subsequent instars but there are no tubercles.  Larvae feed on the buds and flowers of the food-plant in the first two instars and, in normal circumstances, would go down into ants’ nests in the 3rd instar – probably being carried down by ants.  The long-drawn-out period of appearance suggests the possibility of a second brood in certain cases, but there is no proof of this being so.  Recorded from eggs from Table Mountain, Cape Town.”

Claassens, 1974: 387.


See L. trimeni for remarks.

Claassens, 1976: 279.


General remarks in regard to this paper are under L. trimeni.


The pupal setae of L. methymna are large and robust, with a ‘knobbed’ end.  These knobs appear to be covered with a shiny secretion which may be imbibed by the ants.  Ants also continue to visit empty pupal shells, including those from which parasitoids had emerged.

Claassens and Dickson, 1980.

Larval food:

Pseudoselago serrata (Berg.) Hilliard (Scrophulariaceae) [Dickson, 1953: 73; as sp. of Selago].

Selago spuria L. (Scrophulariaceae) [Claassens, 1976: 280].

Ant brood (from the third larval instar) [Claassens, 1976: 280].

Associated ant:

Camponotus maculatus liengmei For. [Claassens, 1976: 280].
Lepidochrysops methymna methymna (Trimen, 1862)

Lycaena methymna Trimen, 1862.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 280 (279-291).

Neochrysops methymna (Trimen, 1862).  Bethune-Baker, 1923.

Lepidochrysops methymna (Trimen, 1862).  Heidicke, 1923.
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Lepidochrysops methymna methymna.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Hermanus, Western Cape Province, South Africa; 13 November, 1968; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
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Lepidochrysops methymna methymna.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Clovelly, Western Cape Province, South Africa; 28 November, 1951; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
Type locality: South Africa: “Cape Town, Mossel Bay; Cape Town”.

Distribution:

South Africa (Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Karredouw Pass (Pennington).
Western Cape Province – Cape Town; Muizenberg; Simonstown; Clovelly; Kalk Bay; Tokai Mountain; Llandudno; Fransch Hoek (Swanepoel, 1953); Paarl (Swanepoel, 1953); St Helena Bay (Dickson); Hottentots Holland Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994); between Riversdale and Albertinia (Cottrell); near Melkbosstrand (Clark & Dickson, 1971); Strandfontein (Clark & Dickson, 1971).

major Murray, 1956 (as sp. of Lepidochrysops).  Annals of the South African Museum 43: 114 (109-121).  South Africa: “Cape Peninsula”.
Lepidochrysops methymna dicksoni Tite, 1964

Lepidochrysops methymna dicksoni Tite, 1964.  Entomologist 97: 7 (1-7).
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Lepidochrysops methymna dicksoni.  Male (blue variation).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Tygerberg, Western Cape Province, South Africa; 2 October, 1950; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
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Lepidochrysops methymna dicksoni.  Male (brown variation).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Tygerberg, Western Cape Province, South Africa; 3 October, 1950; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
Type locality: South Africa: “Cape Province: Tygerberg Hills”.  Holotype (male), x.1936, C.G. Dickson.  Allotype (female), as holotype.  Both in the Natural History Museum London (Reg. No. Rh. 16916 and 16817, respectively). 

General remarks: Discovered at the type locality by Dickson on 9 October 1936 (Clark & Dickson, 1971).  Known only from the type locality but has not been found here for several decades and may have been extirpated because of agricultural activities (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in that there is a variable degree of blue suffusion on the upperside of the wings of both sexes (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Original description:

“The forewing measures: male, 16-20 mm; female, 17-22 mm.  Upperside, male.  Differs from typical methymna methymna from Cape Town as follows: the brown ground colour is brightened on all wings by a suffusion of violaceous scales, individually variable in extent, but present in even the darkest specimens; this suffusion is more intense in the bases of the wings, and gradually becomes diffuse as it approaches the more distal parts.  Occasional individuals do occur which exhibit a mainly brownish ground, but they are always lighter in tint than the nominate subspecies, and always have traces of the violaceous suffusion.  Cloudy discoidal spots are present on all wings.  Upperside, female.  Whereas females of the nominate race sometimes exhibit blue areas around the median series of spots on the forewing, those of dicksoni usually have a wedge-shaped blue area reaching from the wing base, extending over the lower half of the cell and the basal half of areas 1 and 2, and joining the blue areas around the median spots.  This blue area does vary in intensity, but is usually sufficiently obvious to make identification easy.  Underside, male and female.  Exactly as in the nominate race.”

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – North-western slopes of the Tygerberg Hills (Dickson; TL).

Conservation status: Classified as critically endangered in the South African Red Data List.
Lepidochrysops michaeli Gardiner, 2003

Lepidochrysops michaeli Gardiner, 2003.  Metamorphosis 14 (1): 24 (15-32).
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Lepidochrysops michaeli.  Male (holotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Forewing length: 16mm.  90 km east of Solwezi, Zambia.  13.x.2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Natural History Museum, London).
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Lepidochrysops michaeli.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Forewing length: 17mm.  90 km east of Solwezi, Zambia.  03.x.2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Zambia: “90 km east of Solwezi, 13.x.2000, A.J. Gardiner”.  Holotype in the Natural History Museum, London.

Diagnosis: Similar to L. kitale and L. cinerea.  The male differs in that it is a lighter grey-green on the upperside and the postdiscal spots on the underside are in a straight line (in both kitale and cinerea the postdiscal spot in space 2 is shifted basad).  The upperside of females of michaeli is blue; in kitale it is brown.  The female of michaeli differs from that of cinerea in the lighter hue on the upperside and less contrasted underside.  L. cinerea and L. michaeli are sympatric at the type locality of the latter species (Gardiner, 2003).

Original description:

“Male:  Forewing length 15.4-16.6 mm (n = 15); antenna-wing ratio 0.47:1.  Head white with two thin longitudinal black lines between the eyes, behind the antennae a patch of grey-black scales followed by brown hairs.  Frons with grey to light grey scales.  Antennae black with narrow white bands below the club and positioned at the base of each segment, white broader on the ventral surface, underside of club orange-bown, upper surface black with some grey and brown scales, apiculus blunt, club flat and twisted.  Palpi: first and second segment black above, white below, second segment with a black line below and towards the apex, terminal or third segment black with a narrow line of white scales below.  Thorax: black above with numerous grey hairs, white below with white and beige hairs, light blue scales scattered on dorsal surface.  Legs: femora, tibia and tarsi white below, femora and tibia with some grey scales above, tarsi grey above, femur-tibia ratio (foreleg 1.25:1, middle leg 1.7:1, hind leg 0.9:1).  Abdomen: light grey-green (Khaki green) above becoming whitish below.  Forewing:  upperside, grey-green, a faint mark at the end of the cell.  Margin slightly darker grey-brown and cilia with distal portion light grey and the proximal part grey-brown.  Underside, forewing similar colour to upperside but slightly lighter especially along the inner margin, an elongated spot at the end of the cell, with faint white along its lateral margins, and postdiscal spots in spaces 1b-6, the spot in 2 slightly dislodged towards the base, all spots white ringed, the spots are only slightly darker than the background colour.  A slightly darker submarginal and marginal line.  Cilia of a similar colour to the margin.  Hind wing: tailless; upperside, grey-green, a faint spot may be present at the margin of space 2, of one or a combination of the following colours: light blue, black and white.  Margin a darker grey-brown, cilia distal part grey and pale grey-white, proximal grey-brown.  Underside, similar colour to upperside.  Discal area with a row of seven rounded spots, all of a slightly darker colour to the background, except the one in space 7 which is black and isolated from the rest, spots ringed with white, the spots in 1b, 2 and 7 are slightly dislodged towards the base.  The cell closed by a longitudinal discocellular mark edged by white.  Subbasal area with three rounded black-dark brown spots: in the cell, 1a and space 7; ringed with white, these spots may be faint or absent.  Two faint submarginal white lines broken at each vein giving them a sagittate appearance.  A small spot at the margin of space 2, containing black then blue and again black scales.  Cilia: light grey with a darker grey-brown line down the middle.  Male Genitalia.  Uncus of two lobes laterally fused to tegumen; subunci long, curved tapering gradually towards the apex and with a distinct hook at the apex.  Lower fultura of two arms fused to base of valves.  Valves long, broad, widening towards apex to form a flat portion and then narrowing abruptly to form a trunk-like end, slightly curved outwards distally.  Valves and uncus lobes with long fine hairs.  Aedeagus long and cylindrical, anellus strongly sagittate, fused to and sheathing the aedeagus.  Distal lateral pieces long and fairly sharp giving the distal end of aedeagus an undulating appearance.  Female:  Forewing length 15.9-18.5 mm (n = 8); antenna-wing ratio 0.7:1.  Head similar to male, but palpi with first segment white, with a black stripe above, and second and third segment black with a narrow white line below.  Thorax: black above with light blue and grey scales and numerous grey-brown hairs, white below.  Legs: femora, tibia and tarsi white above and on inner lateral surface and below, femora and tibia with some grey scales on outer lateral surface, tarsi mostly grey on outer surface, last five segments brown underneath, each tarsus dorsally with a ring of white scales at their terminal end, femur-tibia ratio (foreleg 1.36:1, middle leg 1.2:1, hind leg 0.8:1).  Abdomen: light grey-brown with scattered light blue scales above becoming whitish to beige below.  Forewing: upperside, a delicate mauve, a faint mark at the end of the cell.  The mauve surrounded by a dark brown-black costal area, inner margin, marginal and submarginal areas.  The mauve stops at the subapical area.  A black mark present at the end of the cell.  Cilia: distal portion light grey, proximal part brown-black.  Underside, forewing a grey-brown.  An elongated spot at the end of the cell with faint white along its lateral margins.  Postdiscal lines in spaces 1b-6, curved within each space giving the appearance of spots, the lines in 6 are slightly dislodged towards the base.  Two faint submarginal white lines, the white in each space being slightly sagittate and interrupted at the veins, the last marking of this line in space 1b more proximal and straight compared to the rest.  Margin a darker brown-black.  Cilia: distal portion grey, proximal half of a similar colour to the margin.  Hind wing: tailless; upperside, brown-black with a scattering of mauve from the base of the cell and space 1b to just beyond the cell from spaces 1b-5.  End of cell with a faint mark.  A black spot at the end of space 2, inner edge of spot orange and a few white scales on the outer edge.  Margin a darker brown-black, cilia with four bands, from the margin; dark brown-black, white-grey, a darker brown-black and finally a white to grey band.  Underside, grey-brown, markings similar to male except: the spot in 6 is slightly dislodged and the one in 7 strongly dislodged towards the base and an orange colour replaces the submarginal white mark on the inner margin of the spot in space 2.  Cilia with four bands, from the margin; grey-brown, grey, a darker brown-black and a grey band.”

Distribution: Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Known only from the type locality.

Etymology: Named for Michael W. Gardiner (Gardiner, 2003).
Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: Males fly fast and close to the ground, often changing the direction of their flight.  Females fly more slowly often stopping to feed from the flowers of Becium sp. on which they also oviposit (Gardiner, 2003).

Flight period: So far, recorded only in the first half of October (Gardiner, 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Becium species (Lamiaceae) [Gardiner, 2003: 27].

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops michellae Henning & Henning, 1983

Lepidochrysops michellae Henning & Henning, 1983.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 46: 59 (59-63).
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Lepidochrysops michellae.  Male (holotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Mashare, northern Namibia; 8 February, 1973; Dr J.B. Ball.  (Transvaal Museum Collection).
Type locality: South West Africa [Namibia]: “Mashare, 8.ii.1978, Dr J.B. Ball”.  Holotype (male) in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

General remarks: First surmised to be an undescribed species by Mr Jack Braine in 1975, who found it flying together with L. chloauges (Bethune-Baker) near Kombat in Namibia (Henning and Henning, 1983).  At the time too few specimens were available for a satisfactory description to be made but in 1978 Dr Jonathan Ball collected a number of individuals near Mashare, about 50 km east of Rundu, Namibia.  The species was described from this material (Henning and Henning, 1983).  It was named for Miss Michelle Ball, the daughter of Dr J.B. Ball.

Diagnosis: The upper side ground-colour of the male varies from pale silvery blue to pale green.  The male is similar to those of both L. glauca and L. chloauges, from which it differs in the following respects: ground-colour of upperside paler; wings have a rounder shape; outer margins on upperside of wings are wider; discocellular spot more prominent.  Females have a variable, pale greenish blue ground-colour, and more extensive dark markings, on the upperside.  In both sexes the underside ground-colour is paler (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Original description:

“Male.  Similar to L. chloagues (Bethune-Baker) and L. glauca (Trimen) but wing shape more rounded.  Upper side ground colour pale silvery blue to greenish blue, much paler than and between the colours of L. chloagues and L. glauca.  Forewing outer margin dark grey and wider than either L. chloagues or L. glauca, becoming broader at the apex; discocellular spot prominent.  Underside ground colour paler than L. chloauges or L. glauca, dark markings thus more prominent.  Palpi third segment proportionally shorter than second in comparison with L. chloauges and L. glauca.  Genitalia with aedeagus shorter in comparison with the valves and posterior section of aedeagus longer in proportion to the anterior section than in L. chloagues and L. glauca.  Androconia (Battledore scales) almost fig-shaped, appreciably different from those of L. chloauges, almost rectangular and L. glauca, oval and flattened somewhat across the top.  The stem is also considerably less than half the length of the scale, while in L. chloauges and L. glauca the stems are proportionally much longer, being more than half the length of the scale.  Female.  Most similar to L. chloauges and L. glauca but ground colour a pale greenish blue and dark markings larger and more extensive; a row of prominent discal spots usually present on forewing; underside as in male.  Male (holotype).  Forewing length: 14,2 mm; antenna-wing ratio: 0,40.  Palpi: second segment with white scales, apex with a few brown scales and some black ribbon-like scales; third segment shorter than second, acuminate with dark brown scales.  Wings, upper side: Forewing uniform pale silvery blue with a slight greenish tinge, a relatively broad grey marginal line, a broad dark grey discocellular mark closing cell, otherwise unmarked.  Hind wing uniform pale silvery blue with a greenish tinge, marginal area with a fine dark grey line, a row of six greyish brown submarginal spots, except that in cellule 2 which is black, proximally edged with orange.  Wings, underside: Forewing ground colour uniform pale brownish grey; a fine dark grey marginal line edged proximally with white; submarginal area with slightly transversely elongate light brownish grey spots, spot in 1b divided longitudinally by white scaling; postdiscal area with roughly chevron-shaped brownish grey marks curved parallel to outer margin and separated from submarginal spots by chevron-shaped white marks with the apices inwards, postdiscal marks proximally edged with conspicuous broad chevron-shaped white marks; discal area with seven brownish grey more or less rounded spots of unequal development and relatively smoothly curved parallel to outer margin, spot in 1b with signs of longitudinal division, spot in 2 slightly proximad of others, discal spots edged proximally and distally by a broad white line; broad discocellular brownish grey line closing cell and margined by a broad white line.  Hind wing ground colour uniform pale brownish grey; marginal border a fine dark brown line edged proximally with white; submarginal row of six rounded brownish grey spots, spot in 1b not demarcated, spot in 1c longitudinally divided by a white streak along the interneural fold and posterior half with a small black centre which is thinly scaled the distal edge with metallic emerald green, spot in 2 prominent and black with metallic green scaling along distal border, submarginal marks proximally edged with narrow chevron-shaped marks which are white except orange in 1c and 2; postdiscal area with narrow brownish grey chevron-shaped marks roughly parallel to outer margin and edged proximally with a narrow white line; discal area with an irregular row of seven rounded brownish grey spots except black in 1b and 7, spots in 1b and 7 also more proximad than the others; discal spots edged proximally and distally with white; cell closed by a broad brownish grey discocellular mark edged by white; subbasal area with a row of three rounded black spots ringed with white in 1a, 4 and 7, and a smaller indistinct spot in 3.  Cilia greyish white above and brownish grey below.  Androconia almost fig-shaped, well arched distally, tapering off rapidly proximal to the attachment stalk (stem); eleven rows of vertical reticulation placed somewhat closely together.  Genitalia: Uncus of two lobes laterally fused to tegumen; subunci long and curved, tapering to apex; vinculum wide; lower fultura of two small arms fused to base of valves; valves curved and elongate with oval bases, dilated at apex with a slight hook; aedeagus cylindrical, ensheathed by conical anellus, with tip oval and divided, vesica with very fine cornuti.  Valves and uncus with long fine hairs.”

Distribution: Namibia (north-east).

Specific localities:

Namibia – North-east of Grootfontein (Pennington); Grootfontein (Kroon); Kombat (Braine); near Mashare, on the banks of the Kavango River (Ball; TL); Gross Herzog peak, Auas Mtns, just south of Windhoek (Swart, 2004); Otavi (Swart, 2004).

Common name: Michelle’s blue.

Habitat: Grassy areas in savanna (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Males fly fast and erratically, and are known to hilltop (Pringle, et al., 1994).  The species does not ever seem to be plentiful (Henning and Henning, 1983).

Flight period: September to April.  Most specimens have been found in February and March (Henning and Henning, 1983).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops miniata Gardiner, 2004

Lepidochrysops miniata Gardiner, 2004.  Metamorphosis 15: 157 (156-164).
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Lepidochrysops miniata Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Mwinilunga dist. [Zambia], 8 Sep. 2002.  A.J. Gardiner.
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Lepidochrysops miniata Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Mwinilunga dist., [Zambia], 8 Sep. 2002.  A.J. Gardiner.

Type locality: Zambia: “N.W., 32 km south of Mwinilunga”.  Holotype (male): 8.ix.2002, A.J. Gardiner.  Holotype in the Natural History Museum, London.

Diagnosis: Both the upperside of the male and the underside of the male and female have a distinctive cinnamon appearance.  The underside of both sexes is faintly marked (Gardiner, 2004).

Original description:

“Male (Fig. 1): Forewing length 14.0-17.7 mm (n = 27); antenna-wing ratio 0.52:1. Head white around the eyes, two distinct longitudinal black lines between the eyes with grey between them, black and grey directly behind the antennae.  Frons with white, grey and black scales.  Antennae black with incomplete narrow white bands below the club and at the base of each segment, white bands wider on ventral surface, underside of club orange-brown, upper side black with grey-white on the outer edge, apiculus blunt, club flat and twisted.  Labial palpi: basal segment black above, white laterally except distal third black, second segment mostly black with a small amount of white basally below, apical segment black.  Thorax: black above with a slight blue reflection, posteriorly and laterally with numerous grey and golden brown hairs, white below.  Legs: femora beige with white below, tibia beige, lighter below and tarsi beige-brown below with some parts white, femur-tibia ratio: foreleg 1.09:1, middle-leg 1.41:1, hind-leg 0.90:1.  Abdomen: black-brown above becoming creamy white to white below, the white extending up the lateral edge of each segment and base of each segment lighter in colour.  A few light blue scales on dorsal surface of thorax and abdomen.

Forewing: upper side cinnamon with a slight purple sheen, faintly purplish blue with some black basally, the end of the cell and veins darker than the surrounding colour, margin darker, cilia with distal portion beige and the proximal part brown-black.  Underside, forewing light cinnamon-brown, becoming lighter towards the base and inner margin; a golden-brown mark at the end of the cell.  Some specimens with postdiscal spots in spaces 2-6; number of spots variable but absent in most specimens; if present then slightly darker than background and enclosed by a paler ring.  A slightly darker sub marginal line from 1b-6, interrupted at the veins, the mark in 1b dislodged slightly towards the base.  A paler line, interrupted at the veins, running down the termen of the wing.  Margin golden-brown, cilia: beige-bronze with central portion darker.

Hind wing: tailless; upper side same colour as forewing, a faint black spot at the margin of space 2, inner margin of spot with faint orange.  Spaces 1 and 1a with some grey-white scales.  Termen darker, cilia with distal portion beige and the proximal part brown-black.  Underside, light cinnamon-brown.  Discal area with a curved and irregular arc of eight spots, those in 1c-6 slightly darker than background, in some specimens very faint, the spot in space 1c occasionally absent, the spots in space 1b and 7 black, the black spots surrounded by white, the other spots edged with white on their inner and outer surfaces, the two black spots isolated and noticeably dislodged towards the base, the spot in space 2 also noticeably dislodged towards base.  Cell closed by a longitudinal discocellular mark edged laterally by lighter scales.  Sub basal area in some specimens with a slightly curved row of three rounded black spots ringed with paler scales and arranged as follows: space 1a, in the cell, and space 7, the number of spots varying from specimen to specimen, but the spot in space 7 always present.  Two faint sub marginal lines present, broken at each vein, giving them a sagittate appearance, lines extending from 1c-7.  In space 2 the outer mark replaced by a black spot surrounded by orange and with blue scales on its outer edge, the orange broadest on the inner edge.  A small and faint orange mark present towards the end of space 1b, sometimes with blue and black scales.  A pale line extending along the brown-bronze termen, cilia with proximal part darker brown than termen and distal part greyish-brown.

Male genitalia (Fig. 5).  Uncus consisting of two lobes laterally fused to tegumen; subunci long, curved, tapering gradually towards the distinctly hooked apex.  Lower fultura of two small arms fused to base of valves.  Valves long, bow-shaped, narrowing towards the distal third, recurving and forming a slender point.  Valves and uncus lobes with long fine hairs.  Aedeagus cylindrical, stout, broadening towards the apical end; anellus broad, fused to and sheathing the aedeagus.  Distal end with lateral pieces fairly short, giving the aedeagus a smooth appearance.

Female (Fig. 2): Forewing length 15.3-17.8 mm (n = 13); antenna-wing ratio 0.47:1.  Head as in male.  Thorax: as in male but with more light blue scales.  Legs: femora above and laterally beige, below white, tibia and tarsi black-beige on outer lateral edge, inner edge white, tarsi with some black scales on inner edge, femur-tibia ratio: foreleg 1.3:1, middle leg 1.6:1, hind leg 1.1:1.  Abdomen: grey-brown above becoming creamy white to white below, the base of each segment slightly lighter in colour, a few purple and light blue scales on the dorsal surface.

Forewing: upper side, an attractive mauve, becoming darker and brighter towards the base, a dark black-brown mark at the end of the cell, mauve extending into inner marginal area.  Costal, marginal and sub marginal area dark brown-black.  Cilia: distal part grey, proximal part brown-black.  Underside, similar to that of male but postdiscal spots more often present and marginal line slightly broader, cilia grey-brown proximally but lighter distally, sometimes chequered with white towards the basal angle.

Hind wing: tailless; upper side mauve from the base to sub marginal area, some mauve may be present in sub marginal areas from spaces 1b-5, forming a band interrupted at the veins, amount of blue varying from specimen to specimen.  End of cell with a faint mark.  A black spot at the end of space 2, a few orange scales occasionally present on the inner edge of spot.  Costal area, space 6 and termen a darker brown-black, 1a and 1b slightly lighter. Cilia with outer part white-beige and inner part brown-black.  Underside similar to that of male but markings slightly bolder and discal spot in 6 sometimes partially black, black spots in 1a and 7 larger, inner whitish sub marginal line sometimes extending into discal area, cilia at 1c and 2 with proximal part white.”

General notes: Named for its cinnamon appearance – from the Latin minium, red lead, vermillion.
Distribution: Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – 32 km south of Mwinilunga (TL); 56 km south of Mwinilunga (A. J. & M.W. Gardiner); 40 km south of Mwinilunga (A.J. & M.W. Gardiner); 50 km south of Mwinilunga (A.J. Gardiner); 90 km east of Solwezi (A.J. & M.W. Gardiner); East Lumwana (A.J. Gardiner); 30 km east of Mwinilunga (A.J. Gardiner).

Habitat: Miombo woodland (Gardiner, 2004).

Habits: Males fly fast and are territorial.  Males defend their territories from perches on grass stems or other low vegetation.  Females fly more slowly and are often found feeding from flowers of Ocimum species (Lamiaceae) (Gardiner, 2004).

Flight period: So far only recorded in September (Gardiner, 2004).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Ocimum homblei (De Wild.) (Lamiaceae) [Gardiner, 2004: 159; oviposition only].

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops mpanda Tite, 1961

Lepidochrysops mpanda Tite, 1961.  Entomologist 94: 23 (21-25).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mpanda”.  Holotype (male): ix-x.1957, J. Kielland, B.M. Type No. Rh. 16492.  Allotype (female): data as holotype, B.M. Type No. Rh. 16493.  Types in the Natural History Museum, London.

Original description:

“Similar to the preceding species [Lepidochrysops nyika], but the discoidal bars are more clearly defined; the tornal spot is rounded and its orange border more extensive.  On all wings, the median band of spots is present, that of the hindwing being shaded outwardly by dark scaling giving the appearance of a continuous wide band.  The underside in both sexes differs from that of L. nyika by paler colour, more regularly curved median band of spots on the forewing, more rounded shape of the submarginal spots on the hindwing, large and rounded tornal spot with its more extensive yellow lunule, and greater interval between the two black spots near the costa.  The fringes are pale fuscous, and the hindwing is without a tail.  Length of forewing 18 mm.”

Distribution: Tanzania (south-west – Mpanda district).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mount Sitebi and Mweze Highlands, both in the Mpanda District (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Montane grassland and grassland with stunted, deciduous vegetation, from 1 700 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Nothing published.

Flight period: October (for the type series).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops nacrescens Tite, 1961

Lepidochrysops nacrescens Tite, 1961.  Entomologist 94: 24 (21-25).

Type locality: Angola: “Nova Lisboa”.  Holotype (male): ix.1957, J.C.[G.] Williams, B.M. Type No. Rh. 16494.

Original description:

“The wing colouring of the unique male is pale ash fawn, tinted strongly at the base and margins, and more sparsely elsewhere, with blue scales, giving to the whole an almost mother of pearl effect.  The dusky discoidal bars, brownish marginal markings, and small black tornal spot of the hindwing, are the only markings above.  Beneath, the primaries are pale fawn with the markings in a darker tone, and only faintly outlined with whitish; the secondaries are more brownish, darker than the primaries, their markings only faintly ringed with white, and the yellow crowned black tornal spot touched distally with blue metallic scales: there is no tail.  Length of forewing: 18 mm.”

Distribution: Angola.  Known from the holotype only.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: Nothing published.

Flight period: The unique holotype was captured in September (Tite, 1961).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops neavei (Bethune-Baker, [1923])

Neochrysops neavei Bethune-Baker, [1923].  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1922: 307 (275-366).

Lepidochrysops neavei (Bethune-Baker, [1923]).  Heidicke, 1923.
Type locality: Mozambique: “Foothills North of Mount Chiperone, 2,500 feet”; Malawi: “Mlanje”.  The type series (2 males and 4 females) is housed in the Natural History Museum, London (Bethune-Baker, 1923).

General notes: The species was named for Mr S.A. Neave.

Diagnosis: Similar to peculiaris but the upperside is much darker and on the underside the postmedian series of spots never has the third spot oblique, it always being round and forming part of the curve referred to in the original description (Bethune-Baker, 1923).

Original description:

“Male.  Upperside, both wings greyish brown (much darker than peculiaris) with prominent black lunular marks closing the cells.  Fringes black with paler extremities.  In the secondaries an inconspicuous blackish marginal spot between veins 2 and 3.  No tails.  Underside, both wings cream colour with veins somewhat ochreous, spots black encircled with white.  Primaries with a large spot closing the cell; postmedian series consisting of six spots generally, but this is variable, the upper four in an even curve, fifth vertically below the fourth, the sixth a twin spot shifted outwards; an internervular submarginal row of sublunular marks; a trace of a marginal row of subochreous dashes.  Secondaries with a prominent basal spot on the inner margin; a series of two or three subbasal spots below each other; the spot in the cell is sometimes a double spot. Sometimes a single one, therefore I describe the number as two or three; a prominent lunule closes the cell; the postmedian series consists of eight spots of which the upper six form a deep curve, the seventh is shifted well outwards, and the eighth well inwards on vein 1, so as to appear to be part of the series of subbasal spots; a series of sublunular submarginal marks, that between veins 2 and 3 being orange not black and forming the orange internal edging to the black marginal spot between those veins; it has a narrow exterior edging of metallic scales, a trace of a marginal series of ochreous grey dashes, these are more prominent in the females.  Female.  Upperside, both wings brownish with the whole of the discal and three-quarters of the inner marginal areas whitish, having superimposed pale blue lustrous scales; the cells closed by prominent black spots, and in the secondaries there is a marginal row of spotswith crenulate brown internal edging – otherwise like the male.  Expanse.  Male 48-50; female 48-52 mm.”


Genitalia:  “Harpagines simpler than any of those at present referred to; they are widest near the base, gently ascending in an outward arch and tapering off gradually into an upturned fine point, there being no excavated sickle-shaped extremity, with a plentiful supply of long stiff bristles on the upper side of the terminal half and a more limited supply at the base; the harpagines are rather shorter than usual; the aedoeagus is of moderate length, fairly wide, with the anellus having the front edge less sharply excurved and with a broadly recessed collar; the tegumen is deeply excised fore and aft, leaving a high narrow saddle-like ridge; the cheeks being squarish, of moderate size, with large broadish falces tapering off into quite narrow extremities having a finely hooked tip.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 308).


Androconia:  “Rounded, slightly truncated proximally to the stalk, often slightly flattened at the distal edge, with thirteen somewhat appressed rows of closely-placed, fair-sized reticulations.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 309).

Distribution: Malawi, Mozambique.

Habitat: Subspecies nolani is known from a single population that occupies an area of about one hectare in extent.  This is on the shoulder of a mountain at about 1000 m a.s.l., some 300 m below the summit.  Males were found flying over rocky ground with clumps of grass, in Brachystegia woodland (Williams, 2002).

Habits: Males are thought to show hilltopping behaviour (Williams, 2002).

Flight period: November, December and January (Bethune-Baker, 1923).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops neavei neavei (Bethune-Baker, [1923])

Neochrysops neavei Bethune-Baker, [1923].  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1922: 307 (275-366).

Lepidochrysops neavei (Bethune-Baker, [1923]).  Heidicke, 1923.
Type locality: Mozambique: “Foothills North of Mount Chiperone, 2,500 feet”; Malawi: “Mlanje”.

Distribution: Malawi (south), Mozambique.

Specific localities:

Malawi – Mount Mlanje (TL; Neave); Limbe (Barrow – Gifford, 1965); Zomba (Johnston – Gifford, 1965); Namizimu Hill (Quickelberge, 1979).

Mozambique – Mount Chiperone [16°30’S.35°45’E] (TL; Neave).

Lepidochrysops neavei nolani Williams, 2002

Lepidochrysops neavei nolani Williams, 2002.  Metamorphosis 13 (2): 65 (64-67).
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Lepidochrysops neavei nolani.  Holotype male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 39mm.  Maiwale, Mangoche, Malawi, 24 Dec. 1995.  N.K. Owen-Johnston.
Type locality: Malawi: “Maiwale, Chowe (30 km north-east of Mangoche); 24/12/95; N.K. Owen-Johnston”.  Holotype (male) in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in that the black markings on the underside of the wings are much reduced and the post-median row of black spots on the forewing underside is entirely absent (Williams, 2002).  The absence of a post-median series is speculated to perhaps have resulted from waif dispersal of a single female, with consequent extreme founder effects (Williams, 2002).

Original description/diagnosis:

“The upparside of the wings, and the male genitalia, are indistinguishable from those of the nominate subspecies.  On the underside of both fore- and hind-wings the black spots and darker markings are all significantly reduced when compared to the male of the nominate subspecies (Figs 1 & 2).  Most striking is the absence of the post-medial row of black spots on the underside of the forewing.  The submarginal markings are also indistinct to absent on the forewing underside.”

Etymology: This subspecies is named for Nolan Owen-Johnston in recognition of his contributions to knowledge of the Afrotropical butterflies.

Distribution: Malawi (south-east).

Specific localities:

Malawi – Known only from the type locality.

Lepidochrysops negus (Felder & Felder, [1865])

Lycaena negus Felder & Felder, [1865] in Felder and Felder, 1865-7.  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara: 279 (549 pp.). Wien.

Lycaena negus Felder & Felder, [1865].  Trimen & Bowker, 1887, S. Afr. Butt., ii: 21 (note).

Lycaena negus Felder & Felder, [1865].  Karsch, 1895, Ent. Nachr., xxi: 299.

Cupido negus (Felder & Felder, [1865]).  Aurivillius, 1898, Rhop. Aethiop.: 373.

Neochrysops negus (Felder & Felder, [1865]).  Bethune-Baker, 1923, Trans. Ent. Soc., Lond., iii & iv: 335.

Lepidochrysops negus (Felder & Felder, [1865]).  Heidicke, 1923.
Type locality: Ethiopia: “Africa septentrionali-orientalis: Bogos”.  Type (female) in the Tring Museum (Bethune-Baker, 1923).

Redescription:

(Bethune-Baker, 1923).  “Male.  Upperside, both wings pale violet sublustrous blue with dark marks closing the cells.  Primaries with a row of more or less semispherical internervular terminal brown spots preceded by a submarginal series of internervular brown lunules.  Secondaries with similar terminal and submarginal pattern to that in the primaries, but more pronounced; a subanal black marginal spot with orange internal edging.  Underside, both wings greyish white with pale brownish spots and markings edged with white.  Primaries with the usual spot closing the cell, narrowish and sublunular; the postmedian series is composed of five or six spots, the first to the fourth spots more or less erect, the third spot generally oblique, the fifth shifted inwards, the sixth, when present, is immediately below it; the terminal row of internervular dashes is practically confluent and is preceded by a broad confluent row of submarginal sublunular marks.  Secondaries with four black spots near the base, a fifth black spot is shifted outwards below vein 8, above the curved dash closing the cell; the postmedian series is composed of six spots, the first isolated and oblique, the second to the fifth adjacent and placed in a curve so strong as to bring the fifth spot almost below that closing the cell, sixth spot reniform, shifted somewhat outwards; the terminal row of almost semispherical spots is preceded by a definite series of confluent lunules from the apex to the anal angle; the subanal marginal spot is black with metallic blue scales edged internally with chrome yellow.  Female.  Upperside, both wings brownish with a slight irroration of blue scales from the basal to the median areas; the cells are closed by a brown spot.  Primaries with a confluent brown broad terminal stripe, with fine pale internal line separating it from the submarginal row of broad internervular dashes.  Secondaries with a terminal row of subspherical spots preceded by a row of internervular lunules, a large black subanal spot with chrome yellow internal edging.  Underside precisely as in the male.  This species is not tailed.  Expanse, male 40; female 42-45 mm.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 335).


Genitalia:  “Harpagines very long, widish at the base, the lower margin tapering gradually into a narrow arm highly concave on the lower margin, nearly straight on the upper margin, suddenly bent downwards at a fifth from the apex, which is spatulate and recurved upwards into a short hook; the bristles along the whole length are long and fairly plentiful; anellus with the front edge cone-shaped; aedoegus shortish, very slightly curved; anellus slightly hollowed at the extremity; cingulum very long and narrow; tegumen a narrowish ridge at the rear, with cheeks projecting well forwards, sub-wedge-shaped, with very long falces highly hooked at the tips; the bristles on the cheeks rather fine and moderately numerous.  The genitalia as a whole are very large for the size of the insect” (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 336).


Androconia:  “Very variable indeed, from a short oval shape or a long oval through an oblong of various sizes to a quadrangular form either short or long, with nine rows of reticulations, rarely ten, whose sculpturing is placed fairly far apart horizontally and decidedly so vertically.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 337).

Distribution: Sudan, Ethiopia.


Recorded, in error, from Kenya by Bethune-Baker (1923) (Jackson teste Van Someren, 1957) and Togo by Karsch, 1893 (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops negus negus (Felder & Felder, [1865])

Lycaena negus Felder & Felder, [1865] in Felder and Felder, 1865-7.  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara: 279 (549 pp.). Wien.

Lycaena negus Felder & Felder, [1865].  Trimen & Bowker, 1887, S. Afr. Butt., ii: 21 (note).

Lycaena negus Felder & Felder, [1865].  Karsch, 1895, Ent. Nachr., xxi: 299.

Cupido negus (Felder & Felder, [1865]).  Aurivillius, 1898, Rhop. Aethiop.: 373.

Neochrysops negus (Felder & Felder, [1865]).  Bethune-Baker, 1923, Trans. Ent. Soc., Lond., iii & iv: 335.

Lepidochrysops negus (Felder & Felder, [1865]).  Heidicke, 1923.
Type locality: Ethiopia: “Africa septentrionali-orientalis: Bogos”.

Distribution: Ethiopia.
Lepidochrysops negus wau (Wichgraf, 1921)

Cupido negus f. wau Wichgraf, 1921.  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 14: 172, 179 (171-172, 179-180, 195-197).

Type locality: Sudan: “Wau (Ost-Sudan)”.

Original description:

“

Distribution: Sudan (east).
Lepidochrysops neonegus (Bethune-Baker, [1923])

Neochrysops neonegus Bethune-Baker, [1923].  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1922: 337 (275-366).

Lepidochrysops neonegus (Bethune-Baker, [1923]).  Heidicke, 1923.
Type locality: Kenya: “Nairobi District; Laitokitok (Jackson)”.  The types are in the Bethune-Baker Collection (Bethune-Baker, 1923).

Diagnosis: Bethune-Baker (1923) regards neonegus to be a tailed counterpart of negus.  Similar to but smaller than L. lukenia (Kielland, 1990).

Original description:

“Male.  Upperside both wings sublustrous pale blue, iridescent, pale violet at one angle of light, almost silvery at another, with very narrow brown borders.  Primaries with a good sized spot closing the cell.  Secondaries with a black subanal spot edged internally with orange colour, which latter extends slightly into the anal area.  A fine tail from vein 2.  Underside, both wings whitish grey with brown spots edged with white.  Primaries with a spot closing the cell, and the postmedian series consisting of seven spots, the first very small between the costa and vein 7, the second to the fifth in a slight curve, the third and fourth spots being placed somewhat obliquely to each other, the sixth spot shifted a little inwards, and the seventh just below it; the submarginal row is composed of six almost reniform internervular broadish dashes; the terminal row is composed of almost oval narrow dashes.  Secondaries with five black spots near the base, four below each other, the two central ones close together, the fifth nearer the base on the inner margin; a good-sized black spot is placed far outwards below vein 8.  A large spot closes the cell; the postmedian series is irregular and is composed of six largish elongated spots, the first oval and oblique, the second oblong shifted outwards, the third also oblong, larger, shifted inwards, fourth slightly wedge-shaped shifted inwards, fifth oblong shifted well inwards, the sixth subreniform shifted slightly outwards; the termen has a row of spots in a white area which is edged internally by a series of internervular lunules, beyond which to the postmedian row the ground-colour is almost entirely white; a subanal black spot with bright metallic scales, edged internally with an orange-chrome lunule that extends somewhat into the anal area.  Female.  Upperside, both wings brownish, with the basal four-fifths pale lustrous blue; a series of four small postmedian spots that are larger in the secondaries and are inclined to be obsolecent (I have one specimen in which all these spots are absent).  In the secondaries the terminal area is whitish with a terminal row of brown spots.  Underside like the male, but with the pattern accentuated.  Expanse.  Male 38-40 mm; female 42-44 mm.”


Genitalia:  “Harpagines very long and narrow, wider at the base, tapering slowly into a long narrow arm-like process with a shortly spatulate extremity (in the type specimen the extremities are asymmetrical, the one apex ending in a point, the other being spatulate; this asymmetry is frequent, almost totalling to 50% of the specimens mounted.  I have dissected eighteen examples, but several had the apices broken off, so it is difficult to give the exact percentage); the bristles are long and fine; the anellus has a roughly cone-shaped front margin; the aedoeagus is narrow and moderately long; the cingulum is of moderate length and rather narrow; the tegumen being merely a narrow raised ridge at the rear of the cheeks, which are of small dimensions, being almost wedge-shaped and projected well forward, with longish fine bristles and long falces of moderate width terminating in a short strong hooked apex.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 338).


Androconia:  “Variable, oblong to roundish, attachment stalk long, placed centrally, oblong scales with the distal extremity on a very slight curve, roundish scales well curved distally; proximally the oblong scales are slightly truncate, but the round ones keep their rotundity; nine to ten rows of reticulations placed fairly closely, the sculpturing vertically being moderately close also.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 338).

Redescription (Van Someren, 1957: 63).


“Male:  Upperside:  both wings greyish violet-blue, but the intensity of either the violet or blue being varied according to the direction of the light.  Border of f.w. broadly but diffusely brownish and darker at extreme edge; some slight dark scaling on the veins distally, and with a slight indication of a submarginal row of dark diffuse spots between the rows of slightly paler blue ground; this pattern in part being due to the underside markings.  A dark spot present at end of cell.  H.w. with slightly brownish border, darker at margin and with underside pattern showing through; a blue-black subanal spot broadly edged internally with orange at end of 1c; a slight tail on end of vein 2.  Underside:  f.w. ground colour light greyish with ochre tinge; all dark spots outlined in white; dark streak at end of cell; postmedian row of seven spots: first very small at costa (absent in some specimens) the next three set in slight curve, sixth set slightly in, seventh just slightly out and may be small or doubled (one above the other); complete row of submarginal spots from costa to tornus, last spot set in a little, followed by an admarginal row of contiguous spots; fringe brownish, white tipped; intervening space between median and submarginal rows with whitish dashes.  H.w. ground colour as forewing; subbasal area with four black spots, two along inner fold, one or two in cell, one subbasal in 7 and an additional one at about mid-costa.  Curved dark mark at end of cell; postmedian series set irregularly, mostly ovoid in shape, one free in 6 followed by three in a row in 5, 4, 3, then one in 1c set up a little, followed by one in 1b set at an angle; between this and submarginal row a series of whitish sagittate marks from 2-6 and streaks at the angle; submarginal narrow zigzag line; admargin with rounded spots from apex to anal angle; that in 1c black with orange internally and metallic green scales inwardly; there may be a slight trace of orange scaling at anal angle; tail on vein 2, blackish.

Female:  Upperside:  there are two extreme forms, but many intermediates.  Type A (typical).  Broadly brownish along costa and outer margin, so that the violet-blue area is confined to a middle-triangle and is invaded on the outer side by dark veins.  There is a slight indication of submarginal pale marks followed by a dark line along the extreme edge at the brownish white-tipped fringe; end cell mark bold and triangular in shape.  H.w. is broadly brownish along the costal area, the blue scaling being limited to the central portion of the disc and beyond this a row of sagittate bluish marks from 1c-5 followed by a marginal row of roundish spots outlined in mauve, that in 1c boldly black and inwardly edged with orange; some orange scaling at anal angle; tail on vein 2.  Type B.  In this, the f.w. carries a row of submarginal whitish streaks and a post-median row of angular whitish marks from hind angle to 4-5.  In addition there are discal dark marks or streaks, slightly outlined in white, double in 1b and extending to 4.  Sometimes, the streak in 4 joins the cell mark; or the number of streaks may vary.  The h.w. also has dark discal marks, 1-3 in number, and the postmedian arrow marks are often bolder.  Underside:  as in the male, but more tinged with sandy-brownish; marks and spots bolder.”
Distribution: Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Habitat: Both subspecies occur in areas with short grass in thornbush-Combretum savanna (Van Someren, 1957).  Prefers slightly rising stony or rocky ground (Van Someren, 1957).  Acacia savanna and open habitats, from 900 to 1 800 m in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Specimens fly close to the ground.  Both sexes are attracted to flowering herbaceous plants (Kielland, 1990).  Females can often be roused from patches of ground with short grass and lamiates, where they feed on the flowers of these lamiates and oviposit on the flower-stalks (Van Someren, 1957).  Males are mostly seen flying along the tops of ridges, usually in a single direction (Van Someren, 1957).

Flight period: February, May and June, for the type series (Bethune-Baker, 1923).  Van Someren (1957) states that it is seasonal, being most in evidence after the onset of the rains.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Lamiaceae (Van Someren, 1957).

Associated ant:

‘harvester-ants’ (Messor spp.).
Lepidochrysops neonegus neonegus (Bethune-Baker, [1923])

Neochrysops neonegus Bethune-Baker, [1923].  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1922: 337 (275-366).

Lepidochrysops neonegus (Bethune-Baker, [1923].  Heidicke, 1923.
Type locality: Kenya: “Nairobi District; Laitokitok”.

Distribution: Kenya (south-central – in the Rift Valley and westwards), Tanzania (north-central, i.e. Northern Highlands).

Specific localites:

Kenya – Tongido (Bethune-Baker, 1923; as variegata); southern areas; west side of Ngong Hills (Van Someren, 1957); Kedong Valley (Van Someren, 1957); Mount Suswa (Van Someren, 1957); Elmenteita (Van Someren, 1957); Longido (Van Someren, 1957); Namanga (Van Someren, 1957); Bissel (Van Someren, 1957); Kajiado (Van Someren, 1957); Magadi (Van Someren, 1957); Athi Plains (Van Someren, 1957); Longonot (Van Someren, 1957); Nairobi.

Tanzania – Northern Highlands (Kielland, 1990).
variegata Bethune-Baker, 1923 (as sp. of Neochrysops).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1922: 338 (275-366).  Kenya: “Nairobi District; 6.000 feet; Tongido, 4500 feet”.  [Synonymized with L. neonegus by Van Someren, 1957: 62].
Lepidochrysops neonegus borealis van Someren, 1957

Lepidochrysops neonegus borealis van Someren, 1957.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 20: 64 (58-78).

[image: image26.jpg]


[image: image27.jpg]



Lepidochrysops neonegus borealis.  Male (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Madi Opei, North Acholi, Uganda; April, 1954; T.H.E. Jackson (Transvaal Museum Collection).
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Lepidochrysops neonegus borealis.  Female (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Madi Opei, North Acholi, Uganda; April, 1954; T.H.E. Jackson (Transvaal Museum Collection).
Type locality: Uganda: “N. Acholi, Madi Opei”.  Holotype male captured in April, 1951 by T.H.E. Jackson and deposited in the Natural History Museum, London.  The allotype female, also in the NHM, London was taken by Jackson in August, 1938 at Suk, Lokitanyala, Kenya.

Original description:

“The average size of both sexes is larger than that of the nominotypical because there is not the great size variation noted in that race.  The northern race is remarkably constant in colouration in both sexes.  Male:  Upperside:  differs from neonegus neonegus in being paler, more rosey-violet and more thinly scaled, so that the underside pattern shows through more clearly in both fore and hind wing.  The amount of orange on the anal angle of hind wing is often greater and more extended on either side of the subanal ‘eye spot’.  The f.w. is not so brownish toward the outer border, but the marginal dark border in both wings is more defined.  A dark mark at the end of the f.w. cell is often present.  Underside:  there is no grest difference on the underside of the two races; the Suk race is slightly paler in ground colour, but the sub-basal black spots of h.w. are more pronounced.


Female:  Upperside:  similar in pattern to the nominotypical but blue areas are more rosey-mauve and the light markings in postmedian and submarginal areas of both wings are more pronounced, thus giving the insect a more ‘whitish flecked’ appearance especially in the distal half of the hind wing.  Underside:  rather more tinged with sandy-brown than in the male.  Postmedian and submarginal spots rather more accentuated.”

Distribution: Uganda (north and east), Kenya (north-west – Suk country).

Uganda – N. Acholi, Madi Opei (TL); Kacheliba (Van Someren, 1957); Kabong (Van Someren, 1957); Kitgum (Van Someren, 1957); Mount Kadam (Van Someren, 1957); Napak (Van Someren, 1957); Labwor (Van Someren, 1957).
Kenya – Suk, Lokitanyala (Jackson teste Van Someren, 1957).

Note: Larsen (1991: 249) thinks that borealis might be a species distinct from neonegus.
Lepidochrysops nigritia Tite, 1959

Lepidochrysops nigritia Tite, 1959.  Entomologist 92: 162 (158-163).

Lepidochrysops nigrita Tite, 1959.  Ackery et al., 1995 (misspelling).
Type locality: Sudan: “Raga, Southern Bahr el Ghazal”.

Unique holotype male captured between June and October, 1915.  Housed in the Natural History Museum, London (B.M. Type No. Rh. 16434).

Original description:

“The solitary male specimen has so distinctive a pattern on the under surface that no hesitation is felt in presenting it as a species.  On the dingy blue mauve upperside of the primaries is a vestigial discoidal bar, and a dusky inwardly diffuse marginal band.  A silvery patch at the base of the costa is like that of albilinea and is composed of the same kind of scales; similar scales are present in small numbers in other parts of the wings.  On the secondaries there is a threadlike marginal line, with on its inner edge, a white line.  The tornal black [spot] is surmounted with a few bluish scales, and the fringes are white with a brown line running through them.  There is no tail.  The large irregularly shaped median spots on the underside of the primaries are unlike those of any other species in the genus, and are most noticeable on the pale drab ground.  They are placed much nearer the margin than is usual in Lepidochrysops, and are shaped and arranged as follows: No. 1 (the lowest) is somewhat bean shaped, and only about half its own width from the submarginal lunule; 2 is ovoid and placed diagonally, with its smaller end pointing downwards and outwards and terminating in line with the outer edge of No. 1; 3 is rounded and moved slightly distad; 4 is a long oval and set almost at right angles to the line of the three lower spots, with its outer end protruding far beyond its neighbours; 5 is ovoid, diagonal, and arranged to form a V with No. 4; 6 is rounded and moved slightly inward; on one wing a 7th spot above No. 6 is represented by a small dot.  An angled discoidal bar, and the usual submarginal spots and lunules complete the wing.  The secondaries are more normal in pattern but have the series forming a letter G around the discoidal bar; so that, a line projected through spots one and two (the tail of the G) would skirt the outer edge of the discoidal and pass through the centre of the outer black subcostal spot.  The androconia are rounded and have 10-11 ribs.”

Distribution: Sudan (south).  Known only from a single male from the type locality.

Specific localities:

Sudan – Raga, Southern Bahr el Ghazal (TL).
Habitat: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops nyika Tite, 1961

Lepidochrysops nyika Tite, 1961.  Entomologist 94: 23 (21-25).
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Lepidochrysops nyika.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Juniper F., Nyika Plateau, Malawi.  15.X.1996.  I Bampton.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Lepidochrysops nyika.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  Juniper F., Nyika Plateau, Malawi.  X/1996.  T.C.E. Congdon.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Malawi: “Nyika Plateau”.  Holotype (male): ix.1955, C.B. Cottrell, B.M. Type No. Rh. 16490.  Allotype (female): same data, B.M. Type No. Rh. 16491.  Types in Natural History Museum, London.

Original description:

“The wing colour in the male is dull purple, with faint dusky discoidal bars, and diffuse dusky margins on all wings.  On the hindwings, a small triangular black tornal spot is obscurely bordered with orange; dark submarginal spots are usually present, but are more conspicuous in some individuals than in others.  The female is shining purple, with heavier margins (2 mm approximately) on the costa and distal margins of the forewing; the whole costal area above vein 6 is blackish.  In addition to the discoidal bar, the secondaries exhibit a median series of dusky spots in areas 3-5, and a series of triangular submarginal spots, bordered with white, and followed inwardly by a series of blackish chevrons.  The tornal spot in area 2 is black, triangular, and capped with dusky orange.  On the underside, the median spots 1-5 of the forewing are arranged in a nearly straight line, with spot 6 set inwardly.  The submarginal spots of the hindwing are all distinctly triangular, and are followed by sharply-angled lunules.  The black tornal spot exhibits some blue metallic scaling, and is edged inwardly with orange.  The wings are long and narrow, and show no marked difference in size between the sexes, the forewing measuring 18-19 mm; the fringes are pale fuscous, and the hindwing is ecaudate.”

Distribution: Malawi, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Malawi – Nyika Plateau (TL; Cottrell); Juniper Forest, Nyika Plateau (Bampton and Congdon).

Zambia – “West Nyika” (Cottrell, in Gifford, 1965); Nyika (Bampton) (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: Nothing published.

Flight period: So far recorded in September (types) and October (specimens illustrated above).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops oosthuizeni Swanepoel & Vári, 1983

Lepidochrysops oosthuizeni Swanepoel & Vári, 1983.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 33 (21): 325 (323-336).
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Lepidochrysops oosthuizeni.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 36mm.  Golden Gate Highlands National Park, Free State Province, South Africa.  9-14 January, 2001.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
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Lepidochrysops oosthuizeni.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 41mm.  Golden Gate Highlands National Park, Free State Province, South Africa.  9-14 January, 2001.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “Witteberg Mountains (Barkly East district), Lundeans Nek”.  Holotype (male), 14.I.1981, D.A. Swanepoel; in the Swanepoel collection (housed in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).  Allotype (female), 10.I.1981, P. Oosthuizen; in the Swanepoel collection (housed in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).

General remarks: Named for Pieter Oosthuizen, who discovered the species at Lundeans Nek.

Diagnosis: Can be separated from the similar L. ortygia by the much darker blue on the upperside of the wings and by the, generally, wider black wing margins in the male (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Differs from L. australis in the browner ground-colour on the underside and a general reduction of the white markings (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Original description:

“Male.  Forewing length 19,0 mm.  Frons whitish grey; palpi below and at sides white, third segment short, white below and black above; antennae black, shaft finely chequered with white, club elongated and brownish below.  Thorax black, clothed above with brownish grey hairs, below with whitish hairs and scales; legs white.  Abdomen white below, brownish grey above and at sides with whitish rings indicating abdominal segments.  Upperside.  Dull violaceous-blue, of a slightly lighter tinge than that of L. swartbergensis and much darker than that of L. ortygia.  Very broad black edging along forewings and also along hindwings in some paratypes; cilia white, chequered with dark grey, veins black.  Forewing with a narrow (in some paratypes broad), slightly lunulate discocellular mark; costa edged with brownish scales at base, narrowing towards apex of wing; a short faint silvery white streak along costa at base.  Hindwing with costa narrowly bordered with dark above vein 6; discocellular mark slightly narrower than on forewing; tornal spot medium sized and very slightly elongated; no bluish patch on tornal spot as on underside; no marginal edging as in forewing (in some paratypes quite a conspicuous feature); marginal spots clear and round, some slightly elongated; inner margin broad and fuscous, whitish grey at base of wing.  Underside.  Forewing dark grey (in ortygia a lighter grey); discocellular mark broad and edged with white.  Six slightly elongated discal spots blackish brown and ringed with white; the row is slightly curved; spot in area 1 is more rectangular than round and placed a little outwards, a very small round spot on costa above spot in area 6.  Six well-developed sagittate marks close to discal row, some of their tips, especially towards inner margin, touch the discal spots; sagittate mark in area 1 fused with discal spot; sagittate marks broader and better developed than in ortygia and swartbergensis.  In L. australis the marks are more lunulate than sagittate.  Marginal spots not round but more rectangular, very narrow and edged with white; inner margin bordered with white.  Hindwing: no tail; ground colour same as forewing; six blackish spots ringed with white, two spots along costa joined by a narrow white line, one spot in cell with a small one below it, two spots along inner margin, the one near base much smaller, a faint black streak on costa at base.  A row of six discal spots darker than ground colour, bordered with white; spot in area 1 broad and almost rectangular, spot in area 2 very small, pear-shaped, inwardly placed below discocellular mark which is narrower than in forewing; spot in area 3 very small, those in areas 4 and 5 much larger, longish, wedge-shaped, almost fused to each other and larger than those in areas 2 and 3 and touching the discocellular mark; discal mark in area 6 smaller than in 5 and inclined to be rounder.  A row of well-developed sagittate marks (in some paratypes rather narrow) curving inwardly in areas 2 and 3; in some paratypes the marks are so close to one another that they almost form a postdiscal white bar across the wing.  Marginal spots round like those of ortygia and L. braueri Dickson; in swartbergensis and australis these spots are inclined to be elongated or rectangular.  Tornal spot in area 2 round and bordered inwardly by a very thin orange-yellow lunule, with a blue or turquoise patch in centre covering almost the whole of it, a very distinct feature not so conspicuous in its congeners.”  Female.  Forewing length 18,8 mm.  Upperside.  Dark brown almost black with blue more violaceous than in holotype and confined to central areas of both wings, very scant in hindwings.  Discocellular mark broad but barely visible; a few of the underside discal spots visible in the blue on upperside of forewing.  In hindwing the blue ends in a row of slightly sagittate blue marks.  Submarginal spots round but barely visible, tornal spot well-developed with an orange-yellow lunule inwardly; no blue patch as on underside.  Underside.  Very much as in holotype, with discal spots on hindwing rounder than the oval-shaped ones of holotype and sagittate marks narrower.  Some paratypes have much more blue on the wings and some have much less, a very variable feature.”


Male genitalia:  “Valvae very slender, gently curved, slightly more than in ortygia, apical sickle-shaped hook a little longer and more slender, apex finely serrated ventrally; subunci slender, strongly curved, apical half slightly more tapering than in ortygia, apex evenly curved, finely pointed.”


Female genitalia:  “Lamella antevaginalis with anterior edge slightly sinuate, posterior edge less rounded than in ortygia; Ductus bursae long, with some irregularly-shaped, sclerotized particles near entrance, ductus gradually merging into corpus bursae, no signa.”

Distribution: South Africa (Free State Province, Eastern Cape Province), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Free State Province – near Clarens (Williams); Golden Gate Highlands National Park (Williams).

Eastern Cape Province – High ground above Lundean’s Nek (Oosthuizen; TL); Donkerhoek (Oosthuizen); near Barkly East (E. Pringle).

Lesotho – Bushman’s Pass near Maseru (Pringle, et al., 1994); Sehonghong.

Common name: Oosthuizen’s blue.

Habitat: The type locality is characterized by vegetation consisting of stunted bushes and grass (Swanepoel and Vari, 1983).

Habits: Colonies appear to be very localized.  Males show patrolling behaviour (Swanepoel and Vari, 1983), especially along ridges and spurs (Williams, unpublished), occasionally settling on low shrubs or the ground.  Their flight is fast and erratic.  Females fly more slowly and are dispersed throughout the colonial territory (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: December and January (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Worn specimens may be encountered in the first half of February (Swanepoel and Vari, 1983).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Selago galpinii Schltr. (Scrophulariaceae) [Swanepoel & Vari, 1983: 327].

Associated ant: Nothing published.

Relevant literature: Terblanche, J., 1995.
Lepidochrysops oreas Tite, 1964

Lepidochrysops oreas Tite, 1964.  Entomologist 97: 4 (1-7).

Lycaena ortygia Trimen (part), 1887: 26, Cape Colony.

Lycaena ortygia Trimen; Trimen (part), 1906: 74, pl. 5, figs 9-9a, Cape Peninsula.

Neochrysops ortygia (Trimen); Bethune-Baker (part), 1923: 297.

Cupido ortygia (Trimen); Aurivillius in Seitz, 1925: 479, pl. 73 f.

Cupido (Lepidochrysops) ortygia (Trimen); early stages, Dickson, 1953: 74.

Lepidocrysops ortygia (Trimen); early stages, Clark and Dickson, 1956: 202.

Type locality: South Africa: “Simon’s Town”.  Holotype (male), x.1893, H.G. Bevan; NHM, London (Reg. No. Rh. 16836).  Allotype (female), data as holotype; NHM, London (Reg. No. Rh. 16911).

Diagnosis: Occasional males of both subspecies of oreas may have a lighter, more silvery blue upperside, as opposed to the usual violaceous-blue (Dickson, 1985).

Original description:

“The forewing measures: male, 17 mm; female, 18-19 mm.  Male upperside.  As in ortygia, but the ground colour is brighter, less violaceous, blue; the discocellular spot on the forewing, the margins and the submarginal spots on the hindwing when present are all neater and darker.  Two males from Sevenweekspoort and one from the Zwartberg have decidedly wider dark distal margins on the forewings; such specimens are said by Pennington to occur frequently as aberrations in the more easterly part of the species range [these were later described as a new species – pringlei Dickson, 1982].  Female upperside.  Of the same colour as the male, the margins and markings arranged as in ortygia female, though always darker and more concise.  The forewing transverse series of spots is always present, and rarely consists of less than five spots.  On the hindwing, the submarginal spots are clearly encircled by pale blue rings, which are margined basally by a series of fuscous lunules.  Male and female underside.  Differs from ortygia as follows: the median spots on all wings are proportionately larger; those of the forewing are much nearer the margin, in some examples almost touching the submarginal lunules; the median series of the hindwing are variable in size, often lozenge-shaped, and exhibit a tendency to unite together with the discoidal spot to form an irregular fascia occupying a great part of the central portion of the wing.  All the white marginal markings are more extensive, giving with the checkered fringes a distinctly lace-like effect.  On the hindwing the series of white hachure marks are extensive, acuminate, and tend to spread as a suffusion over the adjacent parts of the ground colour.  Genitalia.  Male.  The mean proportionate measurements are: aedeagus, 1.6 mm; lateral sclerites 0.6 mm; clasper, A to B, 0.25 mm; clasper B to C, 1.45 mm.  It will be seen from this that the proportionate distance between A and B is greater than that obtaining in australis.  The point B in the oreas clasper is especially prominent”

Distribution: South Africa.

Common name: Peninsula blue.

Habitat: Fynbos.

Habits: The males are restless, erratic fliers and seldom settle.  Males of the nominate subspecies appear not to show perching behaviour, whereas those of subspecies junae do.  Females are less often encountered and have a scattered distribution on the slopes of the mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: October to January, with occasional records to March and in September (nominate subspecies) (Clark and Dickson, 1971).  November to January (subspecies junae) (Pringle, et al., 1994), with a record for early October and early March (Dickson, 1974).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 32 [as Lepidochrysops oreas; Table Mountain, Cape Town, Western Cape].

Egg:  0.65 mm diameter x 0.4 mm high.  Laid singly on buds.  White or pale blue with white compressed hexagonal netting pattern, arranged in two sets of (16 each) involute curves, in opposite directions, emanating from the micropyle and continuing diagonally down the sides.  They are crossed by horizontal ribs, forming a triangular pattern.  The intersections are capped by small moles.  Eggs eclose after 4-5 days and the discarded shell is not consumed.  Larva: 1st instar 0.8 mm, growing to 1.6 mm in 4 days;  2nd instar growing to 2.9 mm in 4 days.  The dorsal nectary organ is present in the 2nd and subsequent instars.  Tubercles are absent.  The larva ceases to feed in the 3rd instar and presumably enters ant nests at this juncture.  Recorded from eggs from Table Mountain, Cape Town.

Claassens and Dickson, 1980: 94 [Cape Town, Western Cape].

Henning, S., and Henning, G., 1989.

Larval food:

Pseudoselago serrata (Berg.) Hilliard (Scrophulariaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 32; for nominate subspecies; as sp. of Selago].

Selago species (Scrophulariaceae) [Dickson, 1974: 68; for ssp. junae].

Selago spuria L. (Scrophulariaceae) [Claassens and Dickson, 1980: 94; for nominate subspecies].

Ant brood (from the third larval instar) [Claassens and Dickson, 1980].

Associated ant:

Camponotus niveosetosus Mayr. [Claassens, 1976: 288].
Lepidochrysops oreas oreas Tite, 1964

Lepidochrysops oreas Tite, 1964.  Entomologist 97: 4 (1-7).

Type locality: South Africa: “Simon’s Town”.

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province – mountains of the Cape Peninsula).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – Simonstown (Bevan; TL); Hout Bay (E.R. Howes); Muizenberg Mountain (Pennington).
Lepidochrysops oreas junae Dickson, 1974

Lepidochrysops oreas junae Dickson, 1974.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 86: 65 (65-68).
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Lepidochrysops oreas junae.  Male (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Assegaaibos, La Motte, Western Cape Province; October, 1940; G. van Son.  (Transvaal Museum Collection).
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Lepidochrysops oreas junae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Gydo Mountain, Ceres district, Western Cape Province, South Africa; 5 December, 1968; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
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Lepidochrysops oreas junae.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Du Toit’s Kloof, Western Cape Province, South Africa; 27 October, 1970; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
Type locality: South Africa: “Western Cape Province: Klein Drakenstein Mtns., above Du Toit’s Kloof (S. Side)”.  Holotype (male), 26.xi.1972, C.G.C. Dickson; Natural History Museum, London (Reg. No. Rh. 17316).  Allotype (female), data as for holotype; Natural History Museum, London (Reg. No. Rh. 17317).

General remarks: The species is named for Mrs June Sipser.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in that the dark margins on the forewing upperside are wider, it is larger, the forewing apex is less acute, and the underside has more extensive white markings (Dickson, 1974).

Original description:

“Male.  Upperside.  All wings, of the violaceous-blue colour of nominate L. oreas but the tone varying in some specimens even more than in this race (occasional specimens being, in fact, much lighter and brighter, and two of the paratypes exceptionally so and of a silvery-blue tone reminiscent of quickelbergei).  Other features similar to those of nominate oreas, and with variation in the width of the dark smoky borders, especially in the forewings – a few of the paratypes, though not the holotype, having these decidedly broad.  Underside.  Ground-colour with more light dusting than normally occurs in nominate oreas and with more prominent white marking in general in all wings.  The dark markings as a whole also decidedly prominent and tending to be more conspicuous against their background.  Forewing.  The dusting of white scaling over the inner-half of the wing, is especially noticeable on the veins.  The postmedian series of dark, white-edged spots, together with the discocellular marking, consistently well developed and more prominent on the whole than in nominate oreas.  Hindwing.  White suffusion, and marking, very noticeable; the series of white sagittate markings frequently expanded and tending to lose their clear-cut form.  The two black spots in area 7, especially the outer one, enlarged as a rule and thus more conspicuous than in nominate oreas.  Length of forewing: 15.0-20.0 mm (18.0 mm, in holotype).  The first measurement is that of an unusually small specimen.  Female.  Upperside.  In general very similar to the female of nominate oreas in colouring and marking, the ground-colour being of a more true, less violaceous blue in some specimens, as in the allotype, and the black marking varying in its development in individual specimens.  Underside.  Characters noted for male repeated in female.  The white dusting may not be quite as prominent in all specimens (being rather less so in the allotype) but is usually as noticeable as in male examples.  Length of forewing: 15.75-20.5 mm (19.5 mm, in allotype).  The first measurement is that of an abnormally small specimen.


Body and ancillary parts as in nominate race, apart from the white scaling and hairs possibly being more conspicuous, in some examples.”


“In numerous male genitalia preparations, the valves have agreed with those of nominate oreas – with the same range of variation in those of each taxon.  The lateral sclerites of the aedeagus have, up to the present, been more elongated in junae and with less apparent undulation of the dorsal margin itself.  In dissections of two males of L. quickelbergei from the type-locality of Gydo Mtn., in the Ceres Division, kindly loaned by Mr R.D. Stephen, the valves have shown some thickening, but less of the definite, blunt angulation at the base of the hooked distal end which usually occurs in both L. oreas oreas and L. oreas junae.  However, in a set specimen of quickelbergei, taken by Mr C.W. Wykeham on 14th December, 1962, in which the ends of both valves are visible, the entire distal ends are of the usual form of nominate oreas.  In the two dissections of quickelbergei the lateral sclerites of the aedeagus are relatively short and broad, as in nominate oreas, but possess only a very shallow shoulder, dorsally, just before the distal tip.  More dissections of quickelbergei would have to be studied before final conclusions could be drawn from the genitalia.”

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – Klein Drakenstein Mountains, above Du Toit’s Kloof (south side) (TL); Middenkrantz Berg, Franschhoek Mountains (Dickson); Tygerstels Kloof Mountains, s.s.w. of Rawsonville (Dickson); Geelboslaagte, Langeberg Mountains, east of Montagu (Dickson); Du Toit’s Kloof (Kaplan); Franschhoek (Pennington); Helderberg (Pennington); Bain’s Kloof (Dickson); Langeberg Mountains, above Grootvadersbosch (Wykeham); Assegaibos, La Motte (Van Son) (Dickson, 1974); Langeberge between Swellendam and Heidelberg (Pringle, et al., 1994); Cape Hangklip (Pringle, et al., 1994); Hermanus (Pringle, et al., 1994); Gydo Mountain (Swanepoel).

Note:  Specimens from the top of the Swartberg Pass have greyer undersides and do not answer, strictly, to subspecies junae (Dickson, 1974).  Dickson later (1982) inferred that these specimens belong to the, then, undescribed species, L. pringlei.
Lepidochrysops ortygia (Trimen & Bowker, 1887)

Lycaena ortygia Trimen & Bowker, 1887.  South-African butterflies: a monograph of the extra-tropical species 2 Erycinidae and Lycaenidae: 26 (242 pp.). London.

Lycaena asteris Trimen (part), 1870: 360 (nec P. asteris Godt.)

Lycaena ortygia (Trimen & Bowker, 1887).  Trimen (part), 1887: 26, Basutoland.

Cupido ortygia (Trimen & Bowker, 1887).  Aurivillius, 1898: 373.

Lycaena ortygia (Trimen & Bowker, 1887).  Trimen (part), 1906: 74, Eastern Cape Colony, Basutoland and Orange River Colony.

Neochrysops ortygia (Trimen & Bowker, 1887).  Bethune-Baker (part), 1923: 297.  Nec Cupido ortygia (Trimen); Aurivillius in Seitz, 1925: Pl. 73 f (= L.oreas).

Lepidochrysops ortygia (Trimen & Bowker, 1887).  Heidicke, 1923.
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Lepidochrysops ortygia.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Steynsburg, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 10 January, 1969; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
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Lepidochrysops ortygia.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Ladybrand, Free State Province, South Africa; 13 December, 1962; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
Type locality: Lesotho/South Africa: “Western Districts.- Cape Town. Mossel Bay; Eastern Districts.- Grahamstown; Orange Free State”; Lesotho: “Maseru and Koro-koro”.  Holotype (male), Maseru [Lesotho], 1870, J.H. Bowker; in the NHM, London (see Tite, 1964).

General remarks: Judging from what is now known concerning the geographical distribution of L. ortygia, the specimens in the type series from Cape Town and Mossel Bay represent taxa that were described much later.

Notes from the original description:

Male upperside violaceous blue, considerably lighter than in L. trimeni (mistakenly given as asteris by Trimen); terminal discocellular lunules and marginal markings of hindwing better defined than in trimeni; cilia white, regularly and broadly interrupted with fuscous at the extremities of the veins.  Hindwing without yellow lunule adjoining inner-marginal black spot between the first and second median veins; no tail.  Underside paler than in trimeni, the discal and submarginal markings only slightly darker than the ground-colour; terminal discocellular marks and discal rows much narrower, the latter rather widely separated (except at its lower extremity in the forewing) from the inner submarginal row of white lunules.  Forewing: discal row curving slightly inward as far as the third median vein, but its lowest spot (which has none of the inward prolongation so frequent in trimeni) more outwardly placed, so that its external white edge almost meets the lowest white lunule of the inner row; space between two rows of lunules narrower and more broken than in trimeni; outer row scarcely forming rings with white hind-marginal line, - no suffusion at posterior angle.  Hindwing: basal streak and sub-basal row of four spots as in trimeni, but the latter larger and much more conspicuous; first (costal) spot of discal row, as well as last, round and black like the sub-basal ones instead of brown; inner submarginal lunules much … marginal black spot, ornamented externally with bluish or greenish-silvery and ringed with yellow, larger and much more distinct.  Female not so dark as trimeni, the blue rather paler and more violaceous; the white cilia regularly interrupted with fuscous, more conspicuous than in male.  Forewing: discocellular spot narrower than in trimeni; blue usually not occupying upper part of discoidal cell, - in one specimen very restricted and indistinct, but crossed discally by a row of elongated fuscous spots.  Hindwing: blue less developed externally; discal lunules blunter; in one specimen two indistinct elongate dark discal spots, and in another one spot; hind-marginal rings indistinct and incomplete.  Underside – as in male but lunules of inner submarginal row (especially in hindwing) more acute and elongate.”

Redescription: Tite, 1964.  “The forewing measures from base to apex: male, 19-20 mm; female, 20-21 mm.  Upperside, male.  The ground colour is dull violaceous blue; the forewing cell is closed by a dusky quadrate spot, and the distal margins of all wings are broadly bordered with a fuscous band of individually variable width.  A series of submarginal interneural spots are present on the hindwing, the spot in cellule 2 being much larger and darker than the remainder.  The cilia are white, checkered heavily with fuscous at the vein ends.  In common with the other species of the complex, the hindwing is entirely without a tail at the tornus.  Upperside, female.  The violaceous ground is heavily clouded with dusky scales, which obscure the exact demarcation between it and the wide blackish borders.  In some examples a median series or part series of black spots is present.  The submarginal series of black spots on the hindwing are rendered more obvious by a pale ring encircling each of them, and by an accompanying series of heavy dusky lunules.  The spot in cellule 2 is narrowly surrounded by yellow.  Underside, male and female.  Both sexes are pale drab brown; all the spots and lunules usual in this genus are present, varying individually in size, especially those of the median series on the hindwing, which are rounded, sometimes lozenge-shaped; this median series does not unite with the discocellular spot to form a large irregular central mass as in Lepidochrysops asteris.  The median and marginal series on all wings are only narrowly encircled with whitish, whereas the series of sagittate white markings adjoining the inner edges of the submarginal lunules on the hindwings are quite large.”


Genitalia:  “Harpagines shortish of the usual shape, tapering very rapidly from an almost oblong base, highly concave on the lower margin, almost straight along the upper margin, quite suddenly excised near the apex into a broad sickle-shaped extremity, long bristles mostly congregated at the base and apex; anellus with very slightly curved front edge; aedoeagus short and broad; cingulum bent forward, of moderate dimensions; tegumen a narrow ridge at the rear with cheeks, rather small, produced well forward, with numerous bristles; falces long and of moderate width.”  (Bethune-Baker, 1923).


Androconia:  “Oblong, more broadly curved distally than proximally, with nine or ten rows of reticulations placed far apart, with the sculpturing placed vertically far apart also.”  (Bethune-Baker, 1923).

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, Eastern Cape Province, Northern Cape Province?), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga – Balfour; Greylingstad.

North West Province – Potchefstroom (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Vereeninging (Swanepoel, 1953); Krugersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Johannesburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Free State Province – Philippolis (Swanepoel, 1953); Zastron (Swanepoel, 1953); Edenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Marquard (Swanepoel, 1953); Heilbron (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladybrand (Swanepoel, 1953); Winburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Frankfort (Swanepoel, 1953); Bethlehem (Swanepoel, 1953); Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Reddersburg (Pringle, et al., 1994); Harrismith (Williams).

Eastern Cape Province – Grahamstown (Barber & Atherstone); Steynsburg (Jackson, Pennington); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Cookhouse (Swanepoel, 1953); Cradock (Swanepoel, 1953); Middelburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Barkly East (Swanepoel, 1953); Aliwal North (Swanepoel, 1953); Sterkstroom (Swanepoel, 1953); Bedford district (Pringle, et al., 1994); Somerset East district (Pringle, et al., 1994); Dordrecht (Swanepoel, 1953); Queenstown (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Northern Cape Province – Colesburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Hantamsberg (S. Henning); Sutherland (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Lesotho – Maseru (Bowker; TL); Koro-Koro (Bowker); Motsekuwa (R. Crawshay); road from Motsekuwa to Mafeteng (Crawshay); Mokhotlong (Pennington).

Common name: Koppie blue.

Habitat: Rocky areas in grassland.  In flat country, on slopes, ridges and mountain tops (Pringle et al., 1994).

Habits: Males hilltop and defend territories from perches on shrubs or herbs.  Compared to the males, females are relatively inactive.  Both sexes have been recorded feeding from the flowers of Salvia sp. on road verges in the Free State Province (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: October to February, with peak emergence in December (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Selago geniculata (L. f.) Rolfe (Scrophulariaceae) [Pringle, in Pringle et al., 1994: 250; as sp. of Walafrida].

Becium? and Selago are given by Ackery et al., 1995: 663; these records are incorrect.

Associated ant:

Camponatus maculatus (Fabricius) [Williams, 1991. Unpublished].

Note: The taxonomic status of the populations in the Northern Cape Province remain to be elucidated (Pringle et al., 1994).  See also comments under L. wykehami.

Lepidochrysops outeniqua Swanepoel & Vári, 1983

Lepidochrysops outeniqua Swanepoel & Vári, 1983.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 33 (21): 330 (323-336).
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Lepidochrysops outeniqua.  Male (holotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Avontuur, Western Cape Province, South Africa; 17 November, 1971; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
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Lepidochrysops outeniqua.  Female (allotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Avontuur, Western Cape Province, South Africa; 14 December, 1971; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
Type locality: South Africa: Outeniqua Mountains (Uniondale District) Avontuur”.  Holotype (male), 17.XI.1971, D.A. Swanepoel; Allotype (female), 14.XII.1971, D.A. Swanepoel.  Types in the Swanepoel collection, housed in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Diagnosis: Characterized by its heavy dark markings (Pringle et al., 1994), dull azure-blue upperside and darker ground colour on underside; these features distinguish it from L. oosthuizeni and L. littoralis (Swanepoel and Vari, 1983).

Original description:

“Male (holotype).  Forewing length 18,3 mm.  Frons whitish grey; palpi below and at sides white, third segment of palpi short, white below and black above; antennae black, shaft finely chequered with white, club elongated and brownish below.  Thorax: black and clothed above with brownish grey hairs and scales; legs white.  Abdomen: white below, brownish grey above and at sides with whitish rings indicating abdominal segments.  Upperside.  Dull azure-blue, rather similar to L. swartbergensis and darker than in L. ortygia.  Very broad black edging of fore- and hindwings; cilia white, chequered with dark grey, veins distinctly black.  Forewing: a narrow (narrower than in swartbergensis) discocellular mark which varies in some paratypes; costa narrowly edged with greyish scales, broadly near base; a short silvery white streak along costa at base.  Hindwing: costa narrowly bordered with dark brown above vein 6; discocellular mark slightly narrower than in forewing; tornal spot in area 2 round, black and encircled with faint bluish scales; no bluish patch on tornal spot as on underside; very broad marginal edging as in forewing; marginal spots round and encircled with faint bluish scales.  Underside.  Forewing brownish (in swartbergensis greyish brown); discocellular marks dark brown, slightly broader than on upperside, ringed with white.  A row of six discal dark brown spots unevenly ringed with whitish scales, spot in area 1 placed outwardly is more rectangular than round, spot in area 2 is elongated and the others fairly round, a very small round spot on costa above spot in area 6; a row of narrow sagittate marks placed well away from the discal spots.  Indistinct marginal spots oval with whitish scales on either side touching white marks of cilia.  The colour of the area between sagittate and marginal marks is the same as that of discal spots.  Outer margin distinctly chequered, inner margin bordered with white.  Hindwing: no tail; ground colour as forewing; six black spots ringed with white, two along costa, one spot in cell with a very small one below it, two along inner margin; a narrow black streak at base of costa.  Discocellular mark as in forewing; a row of six discal spots darker than ground colour, spot in area 1 is broad and rectangular, spot in area 2 is smaller and inwardly placed, both are placed directly below the discocellular mark; spot in area 3 is very small and oval, spot in area 4 is large, elongated and fused with the discocellular mark, in some paratypes this spot is not fused; spot in area 5 is smaller than the previous one and placed slightly outwardly; spot in area 6 is round and placed slightly inwardly.  A row of well-developed sagittate marks, some touching discal spots; sagittate mark in area 6 is lunulate in shape and does not touch discal spot; spot in area 6 has a whitish chevron that touches the upperside of discocellular mark.  Marginal spots irregularly ringed with white, very much as those of swartbergensis, and touching chequers of cilia; spot in area 3 more elongated than round, tornal spot in area 2 slightly oval, black with faint bluish patch more or less in centre and encircled with a very narrow orange-brown ring; in some paratypes the bluish patch is lunulate and fairly large, this is a variable feature.”  “Female (allotype).  Forewing length 19,5 mm.  Upperside.  Forewing with blue less extensive than in holotype, otherwise the same; veins black; very broad costal and outer marginal black edging; discocellular mark slightly broader; distinctly elongated discal spots.  Hindwing: broad costal and outer marginal edging, no blue patch as on underside; marginal spots vestigeal, ringed with blue.  Underside about the same as in holotype, except that the discal marks in areas 4 and 5 are fused with discocellular mark; tornal spot in area 2 round and black, bordered inwardly with a faint orange lunule, and a very distinct blue lunule.  Underside.  Forewing ground colour as in holotype; discocellular mark and discal spots similar to those of holotype; sagittate marks more pointed; marginal spots and cilia as in holotype.  Hindwing: as in holotype, tornal spot with a more distinct orange-blue ring, a fine linear bluish line dividing spot in two parts.”  “Male paratypes.  Forewing lengths range: 16,6-18,6 mm … Female paratypes.  Forewing lengths range: 18,1-19,6 mm.”


Male genitalia:  “Valvae very slender, almost straight, apical sickle-shaped hook less curved than in ortygia, apex finely serrated ventrally; subunci slender, strongly curved, tapering very gradually towards apex which is much less curved than in ortygia, apex shorter and little curved, finely pointed.”


Female genitalia:  “Lamella antevaginalis with anterior edge straight, posterior edge irregularly rounded, lateral sides more strongly sclerotized than in ortygia, ductus bursae long, with only three larger, sclerotized particles near entrance, ductus gradually merging into corpus bursae, no signa.”

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – The Outeniqua Mountains, above the village of Avontuur (Swanepoel; TL); Hoopsberg, Kouga Mountains (Edge & Williams, unpub. 2005).

Common name: Outeniqua blue.

Habitat: Mountain fynbos.

Habits: The flight is fast and erratic (Swanepoel and Vari, 1983).  Males hilltop on the mountain peaks, vigorously defending their territories.  Females are scarcer and are dispersed on the slopes below the peaks (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: November and December are the only months recorded (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops pampolis (Druce, 1905)

Catochrysops pampolis Druce, 1905.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1905:258 (251-262).

Neochrysops pampolis (Druce, 1905).  Bethune-Baker, 1923, Trans. Ent. Soc., Lond., iii & iv: 335.

Lepidochrysops pampolis (Druce, 1905).  Heidicke, 1923.
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Lepidochrysops pampolis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Dzalanyama, Malawi.  30 Nov 84.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H451).

Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo], not Zambia (see Cookson, 1954): “North-west Rhodesia”.  Types in the Joicey Collection (Bethune-Baker, 1923).

Re-description:

(by Bethune-Baker, 1923).  “Male.  Upperside, both wings dull, rather transparent violaceous, with the veins showing up as fine dark lines.  Primaries with a blackish dash closing the cell; termen finely dark.  Secondaries with a subanal black marginal spot.  Underside, both wings whitish with brown marks and spots.  Primaries with a large spot closing the cell, followed by the postmedian series almost angled at the second spot, composed of five spots, the second squarish and shifted outwards, the third similar, shifted inwards, fourth well inwards, isolated, third [fifth] inwards again and isolated, small; a series of six subreniform submarginal spots and a row of rather fine, more or less confluent marginal internervular dashes ending at vein 2.  Secondaries with four dark spots near the base, not black, three below each other and one very small nearer the base on the inner margin, a fifth shifted right out over the postmedian series on vein 8.  Postmedian series very irregular and confluent with the spot closing the cell, the second and third spots rather confluent, the second shifted further out than the third, fourth very small, shifted well inwards, fifth inwards again and smallish, sixth long, extending beyond the fifth on both sides; a submarginal crenulated series of lunules; a marginal narrow brown border; a subanal black spot with blue metallic scales, and a broad chrome-yellow lunular edging, with a trace of a similar small anal one.  Female.  Upperside, both wings sooty brown with large violet blue areas and whitish postmedian series of internervular spots; cells with large spots at or near discocellulars.  Secondaries with a row of marginal spots with white internal edging.  Otherwise as in the male.  Expanse, male 40-42 mm; female 42 mm.”


Genitalia:  “Rather small, harpagines oval at the base, tapering rapidly into a narrow, arm-like process, not very long comparatively, highly concave at the lower margin and convex at the upper margin, tapering beyond the centre into a long hooked apex; they are moderately furnished with long bristles; anellus with front edge slightly waived, nearly erect; aedoeagus broad, of moderate length; cingulum of moderate width and dimensions; tegumen, a narrow raised ridge at the rear, with oblong cheeks projected far forward horizontally with longish bristles; falces long narrowish.”  (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 291).


Androconia:  “Large, oval with a small central depression in the distal edge, and with ten or eleven rows of reticulations placed fairly well apart; the sculpturing being also well apart vertically.”  (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 291).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Malawi, Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Malawi – Dzalanyama (Bampton – see male illustrated above)
Zambia – Mwinilunga; mid-Lunga River; Kasangezhi; Kafue River west of Luanshya; Luanshya; Makutu Mountains; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Flight period: October to December and March (Heath, et al., 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops parsimon (Fabricius, 1775)

Papilio parsimon Fabricius, 1775.  Systema Entomologiae: 526 (832 pp.).  Flensburgi & Lipsiae.

Neochrysops parsimon (Fabricius, 1775).  Bethune-Baker, 1923, Trans. Ent. Soc., Lond., iii & iv: 335.

Lepidochrysops parsimon (Fabricius, 1775).  Heidicke, 1923.
Type locality: [Sierra Leone]: “Sierra Leon Africae”.  The ‘type’ in the Banks’ Collection, in the Natural History Museum, London Museum is blue above and, so, cannot represent true parsimon (Bethune-Baker, 1923; Larsen, 2000).  This specimen, which has no nomenclatoral validity is actually an example of L. synchrematiza (Bethune-Baker, 1923).

Diagnosis:  Forewings somewhat rounded in both sexes, and without tails on the hindwings.  Male upperside brown, lacking any sheen.  An indistinct end-cell spot on the forewing.  Hindwing with a brown tornal spot, not crowned with orange.  Female similar to male but larger and paler brown.

Original description:

“Parsimon. 349. P.P.R. alis integris, fuscis, subtus cinereis, albo undatis; posticis basi punctis ocellaribus nigris, apice ocello.”  “Major.  Antennae albo-annulatae, clava fulva, Alae omnes supra fuscae, immaculatae, subtus cinereae, macula media reniformi, fasciisque posticis lunuralibus albidis; posticae ad basin punetis quinque atris, annulo albo cinctis et ad angulum ani oscellusater, annuli antice rufo, postice aureo cinctus.  Variat supra alis antices macula nigra et postices lunulis apicis albis maculaque rufa.”

General remarks: This is the type species of the genus Lepidochrysops.  Bethune-Baker (1923) redescribed what he, mistakenly, thought to be parsimon.  The species he described from East Africa is actually L. loveni (Aurivillius, 1922) (Larsen, 2000).  Larsen (2000) located the original Fabricius type for parsimon in the Fabricius Collection, housed in the Zoological Museum, Copenhagen and designated it as the lectotype of Papilio parsimon Fabricius, 1775.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso (south), Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (west), Cameroon, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Lamto (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Agege near Lagos (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Western giant cupid.

Habitat: Forest/savanna transition zone (Larsen, 2005a).  At Agege, near Lagos, specimens were noted in secondary forest, perching on the broad leaves of Marantochloa species (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rather scarce butterly that has a less powerful flight than most other species of the genus (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
celaeus Stoll, 1781 in Stoll, 1780-2 (as sp. of Papilio).  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 4 [part]: 177 (29-252). Amsteldam & Utrecht.  “Côte de Guinée”. [Considered by Larsen (2000: 212) as a nomen dubium.]

nigeriae Stempffer, 1957 (as sp. of Lepidochrysops).  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 19: 225 (209-227).  Nigeria: “Oshodi, district de Lagos”. [Given as a good species by Ackery, et al. 1995, but regarded to be a synonym of L. parsimon by Larsen, 2000 (Lambillionea 100 (2) (Tome I): 212 (211-214)).]
Lepidochrysops patricia (Trimen & Bowker, 1887)

Lycaena patricia Trimen & Bowker, 1887.  South-African butterflies: a monograph of the extra-tropical species 2 Erycinidae and Lycaenidae: 20 (242 pp.). London.

Lycaena asteris, Wallengren [male, part], K. Sv. Vet.-Akad. Handl., 1857, p. 40, n. 12.

Lycaena celaeus, Trimen [male, part], Rhop. Afr. Aust., ii. p. 247, n. 148 (1866).

Male Cupido Parsimon, Wallengren K. Sv. Vet.-Akad. Forhandl., 1875, p. 88, n. 40.

Catochrysops patricia (Trimen & Bowker, 1887).  Butler, 1898, Proc. Zoo. Soc., Lond.: 192.

Cupido patricia (Trimen & Bowker, 1887).  Aurivillius, 1898, Rhop. Aethiop.: 374.

Catochrysops patricia (Trimen & Bowker, 1887).  Neave, 1910, Proc. Zoo. Soc., Lond.: 58.

Neochrysops patricia (Trimen & Bowker, 1887).  Bethune-Baker, 1923, Trans. Ent. Soc., Lond., iii & iv: 333.

Lepidochrysops patricia (Trimen & Bowker, 1887).  Heidicke, 1923.
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Lepidochrysops patricia.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Ladybrand, Free State Province, South Africa; 17 January, 1965; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
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Lepidochrysops patricia.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Farm Rietvlei, Polokwane district, South Africa; 24 October, 1961; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
Type locality: South Africa: “Potchefstroom District; Pretoria; Upper Districts.- Estcourt; Zululand.- Napoleon Valley; Kaffraria Proper.- Tsomo and Bashee Rivers; Eastern Districts.- Uitenhage; Griqualand West.- Klipdrift, Vaal River”; Lesotho: “Basutoland.- Maseru”.  Types in the Joicey Collection (Bethune-Baker, 1923).

General remarks: Trimen and Bowker (1887) note that “a male [of L. patricia] from Zululand is of a purer, more shining blue upper side than usual, but does not present any other differences.  A female from Estcourt, Natal, is darker than usual above, and the blue is less violaceous, occupies a smaller area in the fore-wings, and is almost obsolete in the hind-wings.”

Original description:

“Male.  Pale rather dull violaceous-blue with a slight pinkish tinge; a narrow hind-marginal fuscous edging, linear in hind-wing; cilia fuscous-grey with white tips, - between extremities of second median nervule and submedian nervure of hind-wing also whitish at origin.  Fore-wing: a slender, sublunulate, terminal disco-cellular striola; costa very narrowly edged with fuscous, slightly radiating on subcostal nervules.  Hind-wing: costa bordered with fuscous-grey above first subcostal nervule; between first and second subcostal nervules, a hind-marginal fuscous mark, sometimes succeeded inferiorly by very indistinct traces of a hind-marginal series of similar marks; the spot between first and second median nervules small, rounded, well-defined, black, bordered inwardly by a broad orange-yellow lunule; tail on first median nervule rather short, black, white-tipped.  Underside.  Almost the same as in parsimon [actually plebeia], but the ground-colour usually darker; the terminal disco-cellular lunule (in both wings) more or less angulated outwardly; and the discal row narrower, more macular, and not so close to the inner (sagittiform) submarginal lunules.  Hind-wing:  only three spots in sub-basal row, - the spot which in parsimon [plebeia] lies between median and submedian nervules being absent; these spots, as well as those at beginning and end of discal row, always very distinctly marked, but smaller than in parsimon [plebeia].  Female.  Rather broadly bordered costally and hind-marginally with dark brownish-grey, the discal area in both wings being paler and very widely shot from bases with bright lilac-blue inclining to a pink tinge; markings almost the same as in parsimon [plebeia] female.  Fore-wing: terminal disco-cellular marking very broad, more so than in parsimon [plebeia], and more or less angulated both inwardly and outwardly.  Hind-wing: blue suffusion usually extending (less thickly) as far as hind-margin; white lunules of outer submarginal row thinner and less conspicuous; terminal disco-cellular lunule usually indistinct.  Underside – as in male.”


Genitalia:  “Harpagines long, broadish at the base, tapering very rapidly into the usual narrow arm-like process, with the lower margin concave and the upper convex, terminating in a spatulate apex that is somewhat dentate; there are longish bristles for the whole length, in some specimens few, and in others very numerous; anellus with the front edge curved; aedoeagus of moderate length and width; cingulum rather narrow; tegumen a narrowish ridge at the rear with small cheeks less projected forward than usual, with long, strong falces; cheeks with a good supply of bristles.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 334).


Androconia:  “Variable.  The typical series in the Joicey collection have them oblong in shape, distally with a very slight curve, proximally very similar, but tapering off slightly to the attachment stalk; seven or eight rows of reticulations placed well apart, whose sculpturing is definite and well apart also.  In other specimens that are quite inseparable superficially, the androconia are rounder and broader, with twelve rows of reticulations placed closely together, whose sculpturing is also close” (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 334).

Distribution: Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province – south-east, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland, Lesotho.


Misattributed to the Kenya fauna by Bethune-Baker (1923) (Jackson teste Van Someren, 1957).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls (Ficq).

Botswana – Kazungula (Plowes; single record).

Namibia – Windhoek (Ficq; single record).

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoutpansberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Letaba (Swanepoel, 1953).
Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Morgenzon (Williams); Greylingstad (J. and C. Dobson). 

North West Province – Potchefstroom (Ayres); Groot Marico (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Morant); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).

Free State Province – Zastron (Swanepoel, 1953); Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Kroonstad (Swanepoel, 1953); Boshof (Swanepoel, 1953); Viljoenskroon (Swanepoel, 1953); Ficksburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Estcourt (Hutchinson); Napoleon Valley (Bowker); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Uitenhage (S.D. Bairstow, vide Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Tsomo River (Bowker); Bashee River (Bowker); Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Sheldon (Swanepoel, 1953); Toleni (Swanepoel, 1953); Coega (Swanepoel, 1953); Glenconner (Swanepoel, 1953); Kei River (Swanepoel, 1953); Middleton (Swanepoel, 1953); Queenstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Willowmore (Cottrell, 1965).

Western Cape Province – Little Brak, near Mossel Bay (Clark & Dickson, 1957); Oudtshoorn; hills on the east side of the Gourits River Bridge (Clark and Dickson, 1971).

Northern Cape Province – Klipdrift, Vaal River (Bowker).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Lesotho – Maseru (Bowker).
Common name: Patricia blue.

Habitat: Grassland and savanna.

Habits: The flight is fast, low and wandering (Pringle et al., 1994) and may be sustained (Clark & Dickson, 1971).  According to Clark & Dickson (1957) this species appears to be extending its distribution together with its alien invasive larval host plant Lantana camara.

Flight period: September to April.  In Durban there are records for every month of the year (Clark & Dickson, 1971).

Note:  There is a population of L. patricia at Morgenzon (Mpumalanga) which breeds on Salvia repens.  The flowering period of this plant is relatively short; consequently the flight period is correspondingly short.

Early stages:

Murray, 1935: 172.

Dickson, 1955: 48.  (J. Ent. Soc. Sthn. Afr. 18 (1): 48-49).


Five pupae were found in a nest of Camponotus maculatus Fab. race liengmei, in Durban on 4 November, 1954.  The pupae were at depths varying from 5 inches to 2 feet below the ground surface.  The pupa is 13.5 to 14.75 mm long, and fairly thick in relation to its length.  The front of the pupa is round and it broadens rapidly to the angulation at the wing bases; thorx decidedly convex dorsally; pupa attains its greatest width towrds the end of the wing cases (about 0.64 of the distance along the body).  Abdomen begins curving downwards dorsally from the third segment, the curvature being fairly pronounced and the abdomen remaining relatively thick, even posteriorly.  Of a buff colour, with the abdomen and dorsal area of a warmer tint than the wing cases and ventral area.

Clark & Dickson, 1957: 114.  (J. Ent. Soc. Sthn. Afr. 20 (1): 114-116).


Final instar larvae were found in ant nests of Camponotus maculatus in Durban in June, 1955.  Ant nests may be close to the larval foodplant, or “quite a number of feet” away.  On one occasion a larva was found feeding on an ant larva within the ant nest.  Attempts to rear the species in captivity were unsuccessful.


Egg: Laid singly in flower buds of Lantana; 0.6 mm diameter x 0.3 mm high; pale blue with white netting-tracery, punctuated at intersections by white moles, which are prominent on sides but fade away towards micropyle; egg stage 6 days.  Larva:  Eats its way out of shell at micropyle but does not consume discarded shell.  Larva 1 mm long; pale yellow with white setae and blackish head.  Rests for a short while before beginning to feed on young buds.  Grows to 2 mm in 4 days, when colour is somewhat darker.  Moults between the buds.  Second instar dull pale yellow with a row of prominent setae.  On central segments there are two setae on either side of the dorsum.  Setae missing on 10th segment; only one on either side on 11th segment.  Rest of body covered with whitish setae.  A shadow-breaking cluster of longer spines on lateral ridge.  On 10th segment a prominent honey-gland.  Larva grows to 4 mm in 3 or 4 days.  Third instar green with numerous whitish setae on star-shaped moles.  The prominent dorsal setae are missing but those on lateral ridge are much longer, and golden.  “At this stage the larva crawls to the ground, where it waits for an ant to take to take it into its burrow where it passes the rest of the larval state.”  Duration of instar variable; larva attains a length of 6.5 mm.  Fourth instar larva pinkish salmon with whitish markings.  Body covered with small elongated moles with short wavy spines.  Halfway through the instar the larva becomes flesh coloured, then pale dirty yellow.  Attains a length of 18 mm (males) or 20 mm (females).  Honey-gland is present but not tubercles.  Pupa:  Generally found on floor of tunnels, sometimes with a thread over the dorsum.  Male pupa 13.5 mm and female 14.5 mm long.  Pupal period apparently variable.

Cottrell, 1965: 104.

Clark & Dickson, 1971: 25; plate 5 [as Lepidochrysops patricia; eggs from Port Elizabeth (Eastern Cape) and final instar larvae from Durban (KwaZulu-Natal)].

Eggs are laid singly among flower buds of Lantana and eclose after 6 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Egg: 0.6 mm diameter x 0.3 mm high.  Pale green or blue with white triangular-patterned ribs, punctuated at the intersections by small moles.  Larva: 1st instar 1.0 mm, growing to 2 mm in 4 days; 2nd instar growing to 4 mm in 3-4 days; 3rd instar growing to 6.5 mm.  At this stage the larva crawls to the ground, or is carried down by ants, and is taken into their nests.  Here it lives with the ants, growing to 18 mm (males) or 20 mm (females).  Pupation takes place in the ant nest.  Larvae may act as scavengers and have been observed to eat young ant larvae.  Pupa: 13.5 mm (male); 14.5 mm (female).  Pupa may be attached to the inside of a tunnel by the cremastral hooks and a girdle or may lie on the floor unattached.  The pupal period varies from 20 to 140 days.  Recorded from eggs from Port Elizabeth and final instar larvae from Durban.

Dickson, 1972.

Larval food:

Lantana salvifolia Jacq. (Verbenaceae) [Irving, according to Murray, 1935].

Lantana camara L. (Verbenaceae) (exotic) [Clark & Dickson, 1957: 115; Durban].

Salvia repens Burch. ex Benth. var. repens (Lamiaceae) [Williams, 1996: 133; Vaalkop, near Morgenzon, Mpumalanga].

Lantana rugosa Thunb. (Verbenaceae) [Williams, 1996: 133; Klipfontein, Pretoria district, Gauteng, and near Stoffberg, Mpumalanga].

Associated ant:

Camponotus maculatus Fabricius race liengmei Forel var. Arnold [Dickson, 1955: 48].
radiata Woodhall, 2000 (as f. of Lepidochrysops patricia).  Metamorphosis 11 (1): 29 (28-32).
Lepidochrysops peculiaris (Rogenhofer, 1891)

Chrysophanus peculiaris Rogenhofer, 1891.  In: Baumann, O., Usambara und Seine Nachbargebiete: 331 (321-332). Berlin.

Neochrysops peculiaris (Rogenhofer, 1891).  Bethune-Baker, 1923, Trans. Ent. Soc., Lond., iii & iv: 333.

Lepidochrysops peculiaris (Rogenhofer, 1891).  Heidicke, 1923.
Catochrysops perpulchra Holland, 1892.  Entomologist, Supplement: 90.

Catochrysops perpulchra, Holland, 1895, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus.: 239.

Catochrysops perpulchra, Butler, 1897, Proc. Zool. Soc., London: 828.

Catochrysops perpulchra, Butler, 1898, Proc. Zool. Soc., London: 403.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Usambara in circa 1200 Meter Höhe”.

Redescription: (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 305).

“Male.  Upperside.  Both wings pale brownish grey with a slight bronzy gloss, spots of underside showing more or less through (less rather than more).  Primaries with a dark dash closing the cell.  Fringes dark, edged externally with white.  Underside.  Both wings greyish white, in very fresh specimens tinged partially with yellow, with black spots whose white edging is almost lost in the ground-colour.  Primaries with a spot closing the cell; postmedian series consisting of six irregular spots, the third placed obliquely, generally but not always, fourth shifted inwards, fifth inwards, sixth very small, sometimes double, often absent; a submarginal greyish irregular line.  Secondaries.  A largish basal spot on the inner margin, two subbasal ones below below each other, a lunular mark closing the cell; postmedian series consisting of eight spots, first below the costal vein, second shifted well outwards, third and fourth well outwards, fifth well inwards, sixth inwards, seventh lunular outwards, eighth well inwards on vein 1; a subbasal crenulate darkish line, sometimes almost absent, a small black spot at anal angle and between veins 2 and 3, with yellow above them and traces of metallic scales.  Female.  Differs from the male in that on the underside, the cell, the fold, and the greater part of the radial area are covered with pale blue superimposed scales; there is also a fairly prominent submarginal crenulate brown streak, which, however, is occasionally absent, and a spot or spots in the anal area with yellow above.  The underside is like the male.  Expanse, male 38-48; female 46-52 mm.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923).


Genitalia:  “Harpagines long with a suboval basal area tapering rapidly off quite narrowly in the centre, when it expands rapidly again into a short strong hook, the upper part of which is formed by a sudden and deep excision of the upper edge near the termination; the hook itself is toothed both externally and internally.  Aedoeagus long and narrow compared with giganteus [kocak]; the anellus part of the furca is cone-shaped; the falces are shorter than usual and moderately broad.  The harpagines are well supplied with long stiff bristles at the base, but more sparingly in the middle and at the apex.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 306).


Androconia:  “Roundish, perhaps more correctly a broad oblong, as broad as long, with fourteen rows of closely-placed reticulations; the distal contour a broad arc, the proximal tapering off into the foot stalk like a pear.  The size and shape are somewhat variable, some few scales are as nearly round as possible, and a few are a longer oblong.”  (Bthune-Baker, 1923: 306).

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Common name: Peculiar blue.

Habitat: Nominate subspecies in heavy woodland and coastal forests from sea-level to 300 m in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).  Subspecies hypoleucis in grassland and grassy areas in savanna; up to 1 500 m in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Both sexes feed from the flowers of herbaceous plants and small bushes (Kielland, 1990).  Larsen (1991) notes that males pugnaciously defend territories from perches on leaves or blades of grass.

Flight period: October to January (Pringle, et al., 1994); September and December (Heath, et al., 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Lantana camara (Verbenaceae) (exotic) [Larsen, 1991: 250].

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops peculiaris peculiaris (Rogenhofer, 1891)

Chrysophanus peculiaris Rogenhofer, 1891.  In: Baumann, O., Usambara und Seine Nachbargebiete: 331 (321-332). Berlin.

Neochrysops peculiaris (Rogenhofer, 1891).  Bethune-Baker, 1923, Trans. Ent. Soc., Lond., iii & iv: 333.

Lepidochrysops peculiaris (Rogenhofer, 1891).  Heidicke, 1923.
Type locality: Tanzania: “Usambara in circa 1200 Meter Höhe”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania (coast and Usambara Mountains).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Mombasa (Bethune-Baker, 1923); Rabai (Bethune-Baker, 1923); Sagalla (Bethune-Baker, 1923); Teita Hills (Van Someren, 1957).

Tanzania – East Usambara Mountains; coastal areas (Dar es Salaam); Pugu Hills; Pemba Island (Kielland, 1990).
perpulchra Holland, 1892 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Entomologist Suppl. 25: 90 (89-95).  “Eastern Africa”.
Lepidochrysops peculiaris hypoleucus (Butler, 1893)

Castalius hypoleucus Butler, 1893.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 660 (643-684).

Lycaena exclusa, Trimen, 1894, Proc. Zool. Soc., London: 47.

Castalius hypoleucus, Butler, 1898, Proc. Zool. Soc., London: 403.

Catochrysops hypoleucus, Marshall, 1898, Proc. Zool. Soc., London: 907.
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Lepidochrysops peculiaris hypoleucus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 39mm.  Hope Fountain, Bulawayo, Rhodesia [Zimbabwe].  28 November, 1981.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Lepidochrysops peculiaris hypoleucus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 42mm.  Punch Rock, Juliasdale, Nyanga, Zimbabwe.  14/X/1988.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: [Kenya]: “Forest of Tiveta and Wasin”; “Victoria Nyanza”; [Malawi]: “Zomba”.


Types in Natural History Museum, London.
Original description:

“Male.  Pale smoky grey, with darker veins and undulated submarginal line: primaries with transverse narrow dusky discocellular bar; an arched or angulated discal series of spots showing through the wing; a blackish marginal line: secondaries with discoidal and discal spots visible through the wing; a marginal series of ocelloid spots, bounded internally by the undulated line; the last but one distinct, blackish, crossed by a few bluish scales; the last but one distinct, blackish, crossed by a few bluish scales; the last or subanal ocellus double, sometimes blackish, but not invariably; all the others indistinct; margin black, preceded near anal angle by a slender white line; body blackish.  Under surface chalky or creamy white, with greyish veins; a slender marginal black line, fringe brown, tipped with white: primaries with a short black bar on the discocellulars, an arched or angulated series of five brown or black spots across the disk from fourth subcostal to first median branch; a submarginal series of almost confluent olive-brown dashes; secondaries with three rounded black equidistant spots across the basal area, a black discocellular bar and a double arched series of eight black spots across the disk; a submarginal undulated line, the first four divisions of which are olive-brown and the remainder saffron-yellow; beyond this line is a series of more or less defined pale yellow spots, succeeded near anal angle by a single black spot crossed by a metallic blue crescent, a double black spot sprinkled with metallic blue scales, and a black dot in the angle itself; body below white.  Expanse of wings 40-43 millim.


Female.  Larger than the male, the basal area sometimes to beyond the middle suffused with lilac; a large black spot at the end of the discoidal cell of primaries; primaries below with an additional black discal spot; in other respects like the male excepting that the female from Zomba has the discocellular bar and the spots at centre of discal series on the secondaries well-defined in black on the upper surface.  Expanse of wings 47-54 millim.”

Distribution: Kenya (inland areas), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Tevita and Wasin (TL); Mbagathi (Van Someren, 1957); Kibwezi (Larsen, 1991); Masai Mara (Larsen, 1991); Ngong (Larsen, 1991); Tana River (Larsen, 1991); Meru region (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Usa River on Mount Meru; lower part of Mount Kilimanjaro (Kielland, 1990).

Malawi – Namizimu Hill (Quickelberge, 1979).

Zambia – Fort Jamieson [Chipata] (Bethune-Baker, 1923); Chalimbana (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – near the Buzi River, below Mount Selinda (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Christmas Pass (Trimen, 1894; as exclusa); Hope Fountain, Bulawayo (A. Gardiner); Punch Rock, Juliasdale (A. Gardiner); Bulawayo (Pringle, et al., 1994); Essexvale (Pringle, et al., 1994); Arcturus near Harare (Pringle, et al., 1994); Nyanga (Pringle, et al., 1994); Butler South, in the Chitoras (Pringle, et al., 1994).

exclusa Trimen, 1894 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1894: 47 (14-82).  Zimbabwe: “Christmas Pass”. 
Lepidochrysops penningtoni Dickson, 1969

Lepidochrysops penningtoni Dickson, 1969.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 81: 97 (97-100).
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Lepidochrysops penningtoni.  Male (holotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Steinkopf, Northern Cape Province, South Africa; 15 September, 1968; R.J. Southey (Transvaal Museum Collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “(Little Namaqualand): Steinkopf, 15.ix.1968, (Mrs R.J. Southey)”.  Holotype (male) in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.  Allotype (female): “Cape.  Namaqualand.  Between Spectakel & Steenbok’s Fontein.  Aug., 1873.  R. Trimen”; Natural History Museum, London (Reg. No. Rh. 17104).

Diagnosis: Very close to L. bacchus Riley but is larger, has a richer bronzy ground-colour on the upperside of the wings, more regular size and more even conformation of the discal markings on the hindwing underside, and dull orange (as opposed to white) scaling above the black spot near the tornus of the hindwing underside (Dickson, 1969).

Original description:

“Male upperside.  Both fore- and hind-wings, bronzy-brown, with some dark coloration at the bases and (especially in the forewing) darkening a little towards the distal margins, which are edged with black.  Cilia greyish to blackish-brown with white spaces.  Forewing.  A small dark-brown marking, not sharply defined and in some specimens barely visible, at end of cell.  Outer portion of cilia continuously greyish or dark brown except near apex, with most of the white spaces enclosed by the dark colouring.  Hindwing.  A more or less elongated (round in one paratype) black spot in area 2 near wing-margin, with some slight white scaling inferiorly and surrounded by slightly lighter colouring than that of the general background; a very faint trace of other, smaller, markings in some of the remaining areas in some specimens, including the holotype.  Innermarginal area greyish (distally somewhat brown), with a rather shiny surface.  Cilia practically as in forewing but, to some extent, tipped with white.  Underside.  Forewing.  Ground-colour brownish-grey.  A white-edged, blackish-brown lunulate marking at end of cell and a postmedian series of nearly round markings, very dark brown and also edged with white scaling.  (In two of the paratypes these markings are less distinct or only partially developed).  Postmedian spots six in number (but the lowest one, in area 1b, occasionally doubled).  Lowest spot a little nearer distal margin than the one above it in area 2 – but those in 2-6 forming a fairly even curve approximately equi-distant from distal margin.  A submarginal series of markings a little darker than the ground-colour, in areas 1b-6, with irregular whitish edgings which, on the inner side, are roughly chevron-shaped.  In at least one of the paratypes, these markings are barely apparent.  A marginal series of prominent, detached white chevrons in areas 1b-6 with their apices touching the white spaces in the cilia:  two in area 1b, the lower one much reduced and hardly in the form of a chevron.  Cilia almost as on the upperside.  Hindwing.  Ground-colour much as in forewing, but with scattered white scaling in places, within the basal half of the wing.  The dark or darker markings edged to a variable degree with white.  A black or nearly black streak edging vein 8 near its base (indistinct in some specimens); a black spot, variable in size (and very small in one of the paratypes) close to innermargin, sub-basally; a small and often very ill-defined dark spot in area 1c (in two of the paratypes enlarged and prominent), sub-basally; a prominent black spot (in the holotype, with an abnormal inward projection) in cell above the foregoing spot; and a prominent spot immediately below vein 8, sub-basally.  Black or nearly black lunule at the end of cell, large.  Lowest marking of median series black or nearly so, more or less oval and well basad of the following, 2nd marking; 2nd – 7th markings brown to dark-brown, varying in size and shape but as a whole more uniform in size and forming a more even curve than in most of the allied species; 8th marking in the form of a well detached black spot in area 7, close to costa and considerably more basad than the preceding marking.  The median series strongly but sinuately curved, the eveness of the curve being broken by the relatively more inward placing of the markings in areas 2 and 3.  (In one of the paratypes the discal markings are largely malformed).  White chevrons distad of the median markings prominent and the contour of the series as a whole similar, but the chevrons losing their form at the lower end of the series.  The space adjoining and on the distal side of these chevrons darker than the general ground-colour of the wing.  Submarginal rings variable in outline and the rings losing their shape at each end of the series.  A black spot in area 2 partly covered by pale metallic-blue scaling, with dull orange replacing the white of the encircling ring, above it.  Outer portion of submarginal rings corresponding to the chevrons in the forewing and also in contact with the white spaces in the cilia.  Cilia as in forewing but tipped slightly with white in places.  Length of forewing (including cilia): 14-16.25 mm (15.75 mm, in holotype).


Head black with some greyish to white hairs and scales between antennae and, between black ones, frontally.  Eyes black, edged with white scales.  Palpi black above with white scales (including hair-like scales) on sides and beneath (the white not extending as far down on the whole on outer side); the palpi mainly, and broadly, black-fringed along their outer lower length; terminal joint mainly black (partly white beneath).  Antennae black, ringed with white at the joints; the club largely black but orange-brown along lower inner portion up to extremity, and the lower outer portion white, with white scales curving up on the outer side just short of the extremity.  Thorax and abdomen black above, the former, especially, with light-brown to greyish hairs and with brownish scales as well as some similarly coloured hairs also present on part of the abdomen; beneath with silvery-white scales and hairs (largely grey on thorax), and the legs extensively scaled with white.  Female upperside.  Similar to that of male, allowing for marked lightening of colouring owing to the age of the female-allotype.  Cilia of both wings with the white spaces more conspicuous than in the male.  Underside.  Again, presumably due to the age of the specimen, the general ground-colour of a faded tone – i.e., light-brown without any grey tint.  Forewing.  The darker markings for the most part clear against their background, but with less contrast towards the innermargin.  Cilia as in the male.  Hindwing.  Very much as in the male.  A considerable amount of white scaling over much of the basal half of the wing.  The dark sub-basal spot in area 1a hardly discernible in one wing and, apparently, due to loss of scaling, indistinct (though presumably originally large) in the other wing; that in area 1c very small in one wing and even smaller, and barely visible in the other wing.  Cilia like those of male.  Length of forewing (allotype): 17.25 mm (exp. – as set: 33 mm).  The allotype has lost its antennae and abdomen and the underside of the thorax seems to have been affected by rubbing or pressure.”  “Genitalia – The genitalia of one of the male paratypes are figured in the accompanying plate.  It should be noted that the right valve (left side of figure) had its distal end turned downward somewhat in the slide.  Most of the details of the genitalia are apparent from the figure.  Falces very broad up to the main bend.  Valves relatively slender (one broader than the other), the small inner projection of the bifurcate basal portion fairly close to the actual basal extremity; varying in breadth but without an abrupt widening near distal end, before final constriction and hooked  extremity.  Aedeagus with the tubular portion about three-fifths of the total length.”

Distribution: South Africa (Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Northern Cape Province – 8 km north of Steinkopf, on the road to Vioolsdrif, at 2 000 feet (Ruth Pennington; TL); Between Spektakel and Steenboksfontein (Trimen); Kamieskroon district (Pringle, et al., 1994); Garies district (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Note: See, also, the remarks under L. bacchus.

Common name: Pennington’s blue.

Habitat: The type locality is flat, dry country; the vegetation consists of mesembryanthemums and low shrubs (succulent Karoo) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Specimens fly low down, just above the vegetation (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: August, September.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops pephredo (Trimen & Bowker, 1889)

Lycaena pephredo Trimen & Bowker, 1889.  South-African butterflies: a monograph of the extra-tropical species 3 Papilionidae and Hesperidae [sic]: 389 (438 pp.). London.

Cupido pephredo (Trimen & Bowker, 1889).  Aurivillius, Rhop. Aethiop., p.378 (1898).

Lycaena pephredo (Trimen & Bowker, 1889).  Trimen, Trans. Ent. Soc. Lond., 1906, p.75.

Neochrysops pephredo (Trimen & Bowker, 1889).  Bethune-Baker, 1923: 286.

Lepidochrysops pephredo (Trimen &Bowker, 1889).  Heidicke, 1923.
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Lepidochrysops pephredo.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Farm Clifton, Estcourt district, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa; 28 September, 1944; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
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Lepidochrysops pephredo.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Griffen’s Hill, Estcourt district, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa; 29 October, 1971; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
Type locality: South Africa: “Upper Districts.- Estcourt”.  Types in the Joicey collection (Bethune-Baker, 1923).

Diagnosis: Characterised by the large, solid discal white band on the underside of the hindwing and by the almost pure white cilia at the margin of the wings.

Original description:

“Exp. al., male 1 in. 3,5-5 lin.; female 1 in. 5 lin.  Male.  Dark greyish-brown, rather glossy; a very slender fuscous hindmarginal edging line; cilia very narrowly dark-brown next to wing, but beyond this conspicuously white; hind-wing tailless.  Under side – Rather pale brownish-grey, with a slight hoary cast (faintly tinged with bluish in hind-wing) over basal areas; ordinary markings arranged as in Niobe, Trim., but mostly rather blurred and faint – especially discal series of spots, which in fore-wing is sometimes almost, or even entirely, obsolete; a white transverse stripe as in Niobe (but much better developed, and in hind-wing broad, sinuate, and conspicuous), externally bounding discal series of spots; hind-margins narrowly whitish, with a very fine bounding brownish line interrupted on internervular folds; cilia white throughout, except that of the half next to wing there are a nervular series of very thin brownish marks.  Fore-wing: terminal disco-cellular lunule constant, tolerably well marked; discal series of spots indistinct, always more or less obsolete inferiorly, - in one example reduced to three, in another to two, of the superior spots, - and in one case wanting wholly; the adjoining white stripe narrow, submacular, obsolescent about first median nervule.  Hind-wing: ordinary three sub-basal ocelli wanting in two examples, and obsolescent in a third; ordinary ocellus at costal commencement of discal series well developed in four examples, but obsolescent in the fifth, - terminal ocellus of series pretty well defined in three examples, - remaining spots of series dark-brownish or brownish-grey, without distinct whitish edging inwardly, and in two examples faintly marked; white stripe outwardly bounding discal series very conspicuous, sinuated, continuous, widening inferiorly, immediately succeeded by a series of brown lunules, most pronounced in the concavity of its lower curve; between first and second median nervules, near hind-margin, a sublinear black spot densely scaled with greenish-silvery; terminal disco-cellular lunule thin and dull, but rather conspicuous from its broad white edging.  Female.  Like male, except that in hind-wing cilia are linear pale-brownish nervular interruptions.  Under side. – As in male, but nearly all the markings more distinct, especially the brown submarginal macular series.”


Genitalia:  “Harpagines of but moderate length, somewhat wider at the base, narrowish, concave at its lower margin, straight on the upper margin, gradually excised at a third from the apex into a broad serrated billhook termination; anellus large, excavated above in front, slightly curved laterally; aedoeagus short and very broad; cingulum of moderate length and narrow dimensions; tegumen, a very naroow raised ridge at the rear; cheeks projecting forwards, unequally wedge-shaped; falces very broad, deeply curved, of moderate length.  Harpagines sparsely furnished with strong bristles, cheeks of tegumen with fine bristles.”  (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 286).


Androconia:  “Decidedly large, roughly oblong, with rather squarish corners distally, but tapering off to the footstalk proximally, eleven to twelve rows of reticulations placed well apart, sculpturing inclined to be obsolescent.”  (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 286).

General remarks: Discovered by Mr C.W. Morrison at Estcourt, KwaZulu-Natal (Trimen & Bowker, 1889).

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Estcourt (Morrison; TL); Highlands (Swanepoel, 1953); Rosetta (Swanepoel, 1953); Rietvlei road (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Griffin’s Hill (Pennington); Willow Grange, Estcourt district (Pennington); Mount Arrochar, Mooi River district (Pennington); Bulwer (Pringle et al., 1994); Mont-aux-Sources (G. Henning).

Common name: Estcourt blue.

Habitat: Grassland.

Habits: Morrison noted that, compared to L. methymna [actually L. variabilis], with which it flies at Estcourt, the flight is more sustained and the insect is more wary (Trimen & Bowker, 1889).  Males are known to show hilltopping behaviour and perch on the ground or on low plants.  Females are less often encountered, usually on the lower slopes, in the vicinity of patches of the larval food-plant (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: October and November (Pringle et al., 1994).

Conservation status: Classified as vulnerable in the South African Red Data List.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Becium obovatum (E. Mey. ex Benth.) N.E. Br. (Lamiaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 246; as B. grandiflorum].

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops phoebe Libert, 2001

Lepidochrysops phoebe Libert, 2001.  Lambillionea 101 (3) (Tome I): 369 (351-371).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Yaounde”.

Original description:

“

Distribution: Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops pittawayi Larsen, 1983

Lepidochrysops pittawayi Larsen, 1983.  Fauna Saudi Arabia 5: 408 (333-478).

Type locality: Saudi Arabia: “near Taif (al Hada)”.  Described from five males and a single female from three localities.  Place of deposition of types not specified.

Diagnosis: The extensive dark brown markings on the upperside of the wings in both sexes is diagnostic (Larsen, 1983).

Original description:

 “Male upperside:  The forewing measures 20-21 mm, the same as for L. arabicus and L. forsskali.  The shape of the wing is somewhat angular like in L. arabicus and not rounded as in L. forsskali.  The ground colour is dark brown.  There is a thin overlay of greenish scales covering the basal two thirds of the forewings and the basal three quarters of the hindwings.  These metallic scales are only visible under certain angles and the basic aspect is brown.”  “The forewing has an indistinct end-cell lunule slightly darker than the ground colour.  The hindwing has a tail, surmounted by a moderate black ocellus, sometimes lightly crowned with orange.  Female upperside:  The forewings are brown with no trace of metallic scales.  The end-cell lunule is larger and better defined than in the male, but not really prominent.  The hindwings are also brown with small traces of blue scaling at the base.  The black spot and the orange lunule in space 2 is better developed than in the male.  There is an indistinct light post-discal band on the hindwing, a feature which will almost certainly be found to vary somewhat.  Underside:  The underside is dark with well developed patterns, almost identical with that of L. arabicus.  The white submarginal line which envelops the marginal dark lunules appears to be more straight than in the latter species.”


Male genitalia:  “The male genitalia are very close to those of L. arabicus but differ clearly in the shape of the upper portion of the valves (see fig. 9).”

Etymology: Named for A.R. Pittaway for his research on Arabian butterflies.

Distribution: Saudi Arabia (west).

Specific localities:

Saudi Arabia – al Hada, near Taif, 1 800 m (TL); Salkan (near Baljurshi) (A.R. Pittaway, teste Larsen, 1983); al Foqa (A.R. Pittaway, teste Larsen, 1983); Adnan (A.R. Pittaway, teste Larsen, 1983; sight record).

Common name: Pittaway’s giant cupid.

Habitat: The highest elevations of the Asir mountains, where the predominant vegetation is an association of Juniperus and Olea/Dodonaea.  Colonies occur on steep slopes with patches of herbaceous Lamiaceae (Larsen, 1983).

Habits: Occurs in very localized colonies.  The flight is direct, in a straight line, and fast.  Specimens are known to rest on bare ground (Larsen, 1983).

Flight period: Recorded in April (Larsen, 1983).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: 

Micromeria species (Lamiaceae) [Ackery, et al., 1995: 664].

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lepidochrysops plebeia (Butler, 1898)

Catochrysops plebeia Butler, 1898.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1898: 192 (186-201).

Lycaena parsimon, Trimen & Bowker, 1887 (in parte), S. Afr. Butt., ii: 18.

Cupido celaeus, Aurivillius, 1898, Rhop. Aethiop.: 375.

Neochrysops plebeia (Butler, 1898).  Bethune-Baker, 1923, Trans. Ent. Soc., Lond., iii & iv: 333.

Lepidochrysops plebeia (Butler, 1898).  Heidicke, 1923.
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Lepidochrysops plebeia plebeia.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Witpoortjie, Transvaal, S. Africa.  7.11.71.  G.A. Henning.  (Henning collection - H446).

[image: image70.jpg]


[image: image71.jpg]



Lepidochrysops plebeia plebeia.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Mokeetsi, Limpopo Province, South Africa; 1 March, 1945; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Mazoe District; Salisbury; Gadzima”; South Africa: “Estcourt, Natal”.  Place of deposition of types not stated (Butler, 1898).  Type in the NHM, London (Bethune-Baker, 1923).

Diagnosis: The female can be distinguished from those of closely related taxa by the additional black spot at the base of area 1C on the underside of the hindwing.  There is also a second brown postdiscal spot on the upperside of the hindwing (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Original description: Butler (1898) in erecting this species gives a very cursory description and refers to the detailed description by Trimen (as Lycaena parsimon).

Butler description:  “[Male upperside] smoky-brown, somewhat thinly-scaled upper surface.”

Redescription: (Bethune-Baker, 1923).

“Male.  Upperside, both wings pale greyish brown, with a few bluish scales at the extreme base; the scales are very thin in substance giving the wings a very slightly diaphanous appearance; the underside pattern shows through more or less.  Fringes brown with paler extremities.  Primaries with an indistinct dash closing the cell.  Secondaries with a black marginal spot between veins 2 and 3 with a trace of blue scales and an orange internal edging.  Underside, both wings pale brownish grey, more or less warm in tone, with slightly darker spots and marks broadly edged with white.  Primaries with the cell closed as usual; the postmedian series is composed of six spots, sometimes five, which are more or less confluent, the upper three nearly in alignment, the middle one being broken very slightly outwards, the fourth is shifted inwards, the fifth inwards also, and the sixth (sometimes absent) slightly outwards and generally is a small double spot; a marginal row of six lunular spots, preceded by a broad crenulate stripe edged with white on each side.  Secondaries with the basal black spot on the inner margin, four black sub-basal spots below each other, the two middle ones being adjacent; a black spot further out below the costal vein; a curved dash closes the cell; the postmedian series consists of six spots or perhaps I should say seven, as there is a fairly visible trace of a spot above the first oblique oval spot which might be numbered 1a – it lies between veins 7 and 8, below the apex of the wing-spots two to four are irregularly in alignment, the fifth spot shifted well inwards, sixth outwards; a marginal row of semilunar spots, preceded by a crenulate stripe, which is edged on both sides with white, the inner edging being broad and sagittate; a black marginal spot between veins 2 and 3 with metallic blue scales and a broad orange internal edging; a fine tail from vein 2.  Expanse, male 48; female 48-50 mm.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 316).


Genitalia:  “Harpagines fairly wide at the base, tapering somewhat rapidly into a narrowish arm, concave at its lower margin, nearly straight at the upper margin, suddenly recessed downwards near the tip and recurved into a fair-sized hook at the extremity; the harpagines are longer and the hook larger than is the case with the next species [L. loveni]; anellus with the front edge cone-shaped; aedoeagus fairly long to moderately broad; cingulum longish, narrow; tegumen small with small cheeks; falces moderately long.  Bristles on the harpagines moderately strong and numerous at the base, less numerous in the apical area.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 317).


Androconia:  “Slightly variable, broadly oblong, slightly longer than broad.  Evenly and slightly arched distally, more strongly proximally, with twelve fairly closely-placed rows of reticulations.” (Bethune-Baker, 1923: 317).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Twin-spot blue.

Habitat: Savanna.

Habits: Males are avid hilltoppers, selecting low bushes or rocks as perches.  Males also establish territories on flat ground (Pringle et al., 1994).  Females fly at random and are often encountered in the shade of large thorn trees, where the larval food-plant preferentially grows (Williams, unpublished).  

Flight period: September to April (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Williams, 1990: 10 [near Rosslyn, Pretoria district, Gauteng].

Females oviposit on the flower-heads of the host plant.  Eggs are laid between the base of the flower corolla and the calyx.  Two or three, but occasionally up to 5, are laid in a row and are covered by a translucent foam, which hardens to glue the corolla and calyx together, thereby completely concealing the eggs.  The eggs are relatively small (about 0.4 mm in diameter) when compared to those of congenerics with adults of similar size.  The eggs of, for example, L. patricia (Trimen), L. glauca (Trimen) and L. ortygia (Trimen) have a diameter of about 0.8 mm.  The egg of L. plebeia is more or less the same size as those of the smaller species of Lepidochrysops, such as L. letsea (Trimen) and L. vansoni (Swanepoel).  Furthermore, all other species of Lepidochrysops, in which oviposition has been observed, lay their eggs singly.  The eggs are very pale blue, similar in shape and surface pattern to others of the genus, and eclose in about six days.  The discarded shell is not consumed.  Newly hatched larvae are about 0.5 mm long, pale cream in colour, with numerous reddish markings on the body.  They immediately bore into a developing seed ovule and feed on the contents.  The first moult, after about four days, takes place within the seed ovule, as does the second, after a further 4-5 days.  The first two larval instars therefore span only eight or nine days.  After the second moult, larvae leave the seed capsules and sit in the open.  They are now 2.5-3 mm long, pale cream with reddish brown markings, and possess a dorsal nectary organ (honey-gland) but tubercles are absent.  Third instar larvae may feed intermittently on seeds but do not bore into them and die within 4-6 days.  Presumably, as in other Lepidochrysops species, they are carried into ant nests, but this has not been observed.


An unidentified, diurnal species of Camponotus ant, similar in size to Camponotus niveosetosus Mayr., but having numerous, fine, golden setae on the gaster (C. niveosetosus has fewer, coarse, pure white setae), was found in abundance, on, and in the vicinity of the food-plants.  Nests of this ant in the soil were excavated and ants and their brood were housed in a formicarium.  An introduced third instar larva of L. plebeia was accepted by the ants and observed feeding on the ant brood.  The larva survived in the formicarium for nearly three months, growing from 3 to about 9 mm in length.  The general body colour of the larva was reddish brown with the ventro-lateral surfaces of a bright turquoise-blue colour.  Although the third moult was not observed this larva was almost certainly in the fourth instar.  Unfortunately, available ant brood either hatched or was eaten.  The larva survived for a further two weeks by feeding on the ants’ eggs, as these were laid, and then disappeared from the nest without trace.

Larval food:

Lantana rugosa Thunb. (Verbenaceae) [Williams, 1990: 10].

Ant brood (from the third larval instar) [Williams, 1990: 10].

Associated ant:

Camponotus species [Williams, 1990: 11].
Lepidochrysops plebeia plebeia (Butler, 1898)

Catochrysops plebeia Butler, 1898.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1898: 192 (186-201).

Neochrysops plebeia (Butler, 1898).  Bethune-Baker, 1923, Trans. Ent. Soc., Lond., iii & iv: 333.

Lepidochrysops plebeia (Butler, 1898).  Heidicke, 1923.
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Lepidochrysops plebeia plebeia.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Witpoortjie, Transvaal, S. Africa.  7.11.71.  G.A. Henning.  (Henning collection - H446).
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Lepidochrysops plebeia plebeia.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Mokeetsi, Limpopo Province, South Africa; 1 March, 1945; D.A. Swanepoel (Swanepoel Collection, Transvaal Museum, Pretoria).
Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Mazoe District; Salisbury; Gadzima”; South Africa: “Estcourt, Natal”.

Distribution: Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province – west, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province) Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Lusaka; Kafue Flats (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Mazoe District; Harare; Gadzima (Butler, 1898: 192).

Limpopo Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Potchefstroom (Morant and Ayres teste Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Kroonstad (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Avoca (Morant teste Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Udland’s Mission Station (Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Estcourt (Hutchinson teste Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Ixopo (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (M’Ken teste Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Verulam (Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Colenso (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953); Weenen (Swanepoel, 1953); Intzutse River (Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Mkuze (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Bashee River (Bowker teste Trimen & Bowker, 1887).

Swaziland – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

Lepidochrysops plebeia proclus (Hulstaert, 1924)

Neochrysops proclus Hulstaert, 1924.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 188 (112-122, 173-194).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Nieuwdorp”.

Original description:

“

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Tanzania (?south).
