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TRIBE  POLYOMMATINI

Swainson, 1827

Genus Cupidopsis Karsch, 1895
Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 298 (289-322).
Type-species: Lycaena jobates Hopffer, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing three species.

Cupidopsis cissus (Godart, [1824])

Polyommatus cissus Godart, [1824] in Latreille & Godart, 1819, 1824.  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 683 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]). Paris.
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Cupidopsis cissus cissus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  Graskop, Transvaal.  17:12:45.  D.A. Swanepoel.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3973).

Type locality: South Africa: “Cape of Good Hope”.

Diagnosis: Can be separated from C. jobates by its larger size and the absence of a tail on the hindwing (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Lesotho, Madagascar.

Common name: Common meadow blue; meadow blue.

Habitat: Savanna and grassland.  In West Africa it occurs mainly in Guinea savanna, extending into disturbed areas in the forest zone as well as into the Sudan savanna (Larsen, 2005a).  Tends to occur in the vicinity of marshes and wet areas with short grass.  Found from sea-level to an altitude of 2 000 m (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Because of its association with swampy areas its distribution tends to be patchy (Larsen, 2005a).  Flight relatively weak and close to the ground.

Flight period: September to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 237 [Mt. Elgon, Kenya].


The larva feeds in the seed-pods of the food-plant, boring into them and feeding on the immature seeds.  Egg.  Larger than usual, white and completely flattened above.  It is laid in the nodes among the immature flower spikes.  Diameter 0.75 mm.  Larva.  Green with triple dorsal lines, the central one being red-brown and the outer ones yellowish-green.  It is thickly clothed with short whitish hair, and along the sides, above the edges of the carapace, are rows of small black spots.  Very regular in shape with no prominences, the dorsum rounded and the reddish edges of the carapace slightly scalloped.  Seen from above it is torpedo-shaped, posteriorly very pointed and much broader than usual in comparison with its length.  There appear to be neither tubercles nor gland, nor have I seen ants on the food-plant.  Length 12 mm; breadth 5 mm.  Pupa.  Green with a fine black dorsal line and fine white lines flanking it on either side.  It is covered with white spiny hair.  In shape, narrow, with sharply pointed posterior extremity, thorax slightly ridged and head-case blunt-ended.  The wing-cases and central parts are smooth, polished, and immaculate.  Length 10 mm.

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 40 [as Cupidopsis cissus cissus; near Durban and above the Inchanga Valley; both KwaZulu-Natal].

“Egg:  0.6 mm diam. x 0.4 mm high.  Laid singly on buds or stalks.  The egg is white with two sets of ribs, 20 in each, radiating from the micropyle in reverse directions in involute curves, and continuing down the sides diagonally, here being cut by horizontal ribs.  The intersections of the ribs are punctuated by moles.  Eggs hatch after 5 days.  Discarded shells are not eaten.  Larva:  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2.5 mm in 3 days; 2nd instar growing to 6 mm in 3 days; 3rd instar growing to 9 mm in 5 days; 4th instar growing to 17.5 mm in 11 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd to 4th instars.  Tubercles are present in the 3rd to 4th instars.  Larvae feed on the flowers and burrow into the developing seeds.  The colour after the 1st instar, begins to vary and in the 3rd and 4th instars, this variation is marked.  Larvae are either green with green and white stripes or white with red and pink stripes.  Ventral portions are either green or yellow.  Moulting takes place where the larva is feeding, sometimes within the flower.  The discarded skin is not eaten.  Small ants visit larvae but are not in constant attendance.  There are many broods.  Pupa:  11 mm.  Secured by cremastral hooks and a girdle.  It is fairly hairy, and green in colour, with black spots.  Pupae can enter into hibernation but, normally, emergence is after some 11 days.  Recorded from eggs and larvae from near Durban, and a table-topped hill above the Inchanga Valley, Natal.”

Larval food:

Eriosema cordatum (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].

Eriosema cordifolium Hochst. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 237 (Kenya)].

Eriosema psoraleoides (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].

Rhynchosia species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Vigna species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 40].

Cupidopsis cissus cissus (Godart, [1824])

Polyommatus cissus Godart, [1824] in Latreille & Godart, 1819, 1824.  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 683 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]). Paris.
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Cupidopsis cissus cissus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  Graskop, Transvaal.  17:12:45.  D.A. Swanepoel.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3973).

Type locality: South Africa: “Cape of Good Hope”.

Distribution: Senegal (Basse Casmance and south-east), Guinea, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Kenya, Zambia (north), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland, Lesotho, Madagascar.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Ankasa N.P. (Larsen, 2005a); Kogyae National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Calabar (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mufulira; Mwekera; Kanona; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (Williams, Dec. 2006).

Mpumalanga – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

Free State Province – Ladybrand (Swanepoel, 1953); Bethlehem (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Matatiele (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Colenso (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953); Biggarsberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Umvoti (Swanepoel, 1953); Itongati River (Swanepoel, 1953); Verulam (Swanepoel, 1953); Karkloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Igogo (Swanepoel, 1953); St. Lucia (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Bathurst (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Amabele (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Butterworth (Swanepoel, 1953); Alexandria (Swanepoel, 1953); Umtata (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Kokstad (Swanepoel, 1953); Queenstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Burghersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Knysna (Trimen).

Swaziland – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

Lesotho – Maseru (Swanepoel, 1953).

catharina Trimen, 1862 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 281 (279-291).  South Africa: “Knysna; Kaffraria, King William’s Town; Butterworth”.
abberans Butler, 1878 (as sp. of Lampides).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 2: 289 (283-297).  Madagascar: “Fianarantsoa”.
albiradiatus Stoneham, 1938 (as female f. of Cupido cissus).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (36): 3 (3 pp.).  Kenya: “East Surrey Estates”.
immaculatus Stoneham, 1938 (as f. of Cupido cissus).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (36): 3 (3 pp.).  Kenya: “East Surrey Estates”.
Cupidopsis cissus extensa Libert, 2003

Cupidopsis cissus extensa Libert, 2003.  Lambillionea 103 (2): 320 (319-324).

Type locality: Gabon: “”.

Distribution: Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 2003).

Cupidopsis jobates (Hopffer, 1855)

Lycaena jobates Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 642 (639-643).  [Often misspelt as iobates]
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Cupidopsis jobates jobates.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Hluhluwe, Zululand.  19.XII.33.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3973).
Type locality: [South Africa]: “King William’s Town”.

Distribution: Mauritania, Senegal, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, to Ethiopia, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Yemen, Tanzania, to Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), Lesotho, Madagascar.

Tennent (1996) recorded a single male on Sulawesi.

Common name: Tailed meadow blue.

Habitat: Grassland and savanna.  In West Africa mainly in Sudan savanna but extending into the Sahel and also into the Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).  Often, but not always, associated with streams and marshes.

Habits: The flight is weak and close to the ground.  Both sexes are often found feeding from flowers.  Males regularly mud-puddle.  Specimens are known to be attracted to dead animals, dung and other decaying matter (Clark and Dickson, 1971: 2).

Flight period: September to May (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 41 [as Cupidopsis iobates iobates; Clare Estate, near Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].

“Egg:  0.6 mm diam. x 0.35 mm high.  Laid singly on buds or flowers.  Pure white when laid, changing to very pale green with a triangular pattern of white ribbing punctuated with moles, over a rounded top.  Eggs hatch after 8-10 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva:  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2.25 mm in 5 days; 2nd instar growing to 3.5 mm in 4 days; 3rd instar growing to 6.5 mm in 4 days; 4th instar growing to 12.3-13 mm in 11-17 days.  The honey-gland is present in 3rd and 4th instars.  Tubercles, with 20 spines each, are only present in the final instar.  Larvae feed on buds and developing seed-pods.  The colour starts as a pale yellow, changing to pale green, and white diagonal stripes develop.  The colour deepens and a pale pink line develops on the lower edge of the lateral ridge.  This broadens and becomes edged above with yellow.  A rather pretty little larva.  Moulting takes place where the larva is feeding.  The skin is not necessarily eaten.  There are many broods and the [sic] hibernation takes place in the colder localities, when it occurs.  Pupa:  9.5-10 mm.  Secured by cremastral hooks and a girdle to a twig.  The colour harmonizes with the surroundings but is generally pale yellow with a touch of green.  The posterior segments are hairy and touched with golden-brown.  Recorded from eggs and larvae from Clare Estate, near Durban.”

Larval food:

Rhynchosia puberula Harv. (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 41].

Eriosema species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 224].
Cupidopsis jobates jobates (Hopffer, 1855)

Lycaena jobates Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 642 (639-643).
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Cupidopsis jobates jobates.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Hluhluwe, Zululand.  19.XII.33.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3973).
Type locality: [South Africa]: “King William’s Town”.

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Yemen, Kenya (central, east), to Zambia (central), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (north), Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), Lesotho, Madagascar.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Lusaka; Mpongwe; Ndola (Heath, et al., 2002).
Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); Letaba (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoutpansberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Vivo (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Sheba Mine (Swanepoel, 1953); White River (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

North-West Province – Vryburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Rustenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Ottoshoop (Swanepoel, 1953); Groot Marico (Swanepoel, 1953); Potchefstroom (Swanepoel, 1953); Mountain Sanctuary N.R. (Williams).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelsdrif Conservancy (Williams).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladybrand (Swanepoel, 1953); Boshof (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Karkloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953); Colenso (Swanepoel, 1953); Biggarsberg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Indwe (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Lesotho – Maseru (Swanepoel, 1953).
siwani Trimen, 1862 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 402 (398-406).  South Africa: “King William’s Town”.
conjugens Strand, 1912 (as ab. of Cupido iobates [sic]).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.1.): 81 (67-92).  Tanzania: “Morogoro”.
ochreopuncta Aurivillius, 1925 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as ab. of Cupido jobates).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 490 (614 pp.).  Namibia: “Damara-Land”; South Africa: “Griqua-Land; Transvaal”; Mozambique: “Delegoa-Bai”.
Cupidopsis jobates mauritanica Riley, 1932

Cupidopsis mauritanica Riley, 1932.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (10) 10: 141 (137-152).

Cupidopsis jobates mauritanica Riley, 1932.  Larsen, 2005a, stat. rev.

Type locality: Mauritania: “between Kiffa and Tidjidja”.

Distribution: Mauritania, Senegal, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, to Ethiopia.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Teshie on the Accra Plains (Larsen, 2005a).
Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).

Nigeria – Iseyin (Larsen, 2005a).
uranochroa Ungemach, 1932 (as ssp. of Cupidopsis iobates [sic]).  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 97 (1-122).  Ethiopia: “au confluent do Baro et du Pibor (Gilo)”.  Synonymized with Cupidopsis jobates mauritanica Riley, 1932 by Larsen, 2005a, syn. nov.
Genus Pseudonacaduba Stempffer, 1942
[? Get ref.]
Type-species: Lycaena aethiops Mabille, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing two species.

Pseudonacaduba aethiops (Mabille, 1877)

Lycaena aethiops Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France 2: 219 (214-240).

[image: image10.jpg]


[image: image11.jpg]



Pseudonacaduba aethiops.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 20mm.  Bayanga, Central African Republic.  Feb. 1989.  B. Wilson.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Angola: “Chinchoxo”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Angola (north), Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west; Kielland, 1978), Tanzania (west), Zambia.


Records of this species from Sierra Leone (Ackery et al., 1995) and Ivory Coast (Stempffer, 1966) are probably erroneous (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Cross River loop (Larsen, 2005a); Abo Abo Village in Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Known from a single male from Lisombu River (Heath) (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: Dark line blue; dark African line blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A relatively common species, which probably flies on the tops of tall forest trees, males being seen when they come down to damp patches to drink.  Females are rarely seen (Larsen, 1991; Larsen, 2005a). 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Mundulea species (Fabaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 108].
melania Capronnier, 1889 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 1889: 120 (118-127).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lopori Shoven, et Lopori Strand”.
stratola Holland, 1891 (as sp. of Nacaduba).  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass.6: 52 (50-53).  Gabon: “region of the upper waters of the Ogové river”.
Pseudonacaduba sichela (Wallengren, 1857)

Lycaena sichela Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 37 (55 pp.).
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Pseudonacaduba sichela sichela.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Pretoria.  9.XI.1974.  L. Vári.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3928).
Type locality: [South Africa]: “Caffraria”.

Diagnosis: The dark blue upperside of the male and the fine irregular white lines on the undeside of the wings are characteristic (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon,Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).  Also in Madagascar and Mauritius.

Common name: Dusky blue; dusky line blue; African line blue.

Habitat: Forest and savanna.

Habits: Usually both sexes spend most of the time flying around the crown of tall trees, where they not easily observed.  Males are usually encountered while mud-puddling but both sexes also come to flowers, especially those of Acacia species.

Flight period: The summer months.  On the KwaZulu-Natal coast it also flies in winter (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 52 [as Pseudonacaduba sichela sichela; Berea, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].


“Egg.  0.4 mm diam. x 0.25 mm high.  Pale blue-green with white ribbing and moles, the ribbing forming 16 reversed involute curves and ending abruptly a considerable distance above the base of the egg.  A single egg hatched 6 days after it was laid.  Larva.  1st instar 0.8 mm, on emergence.  Pale yellow, with similarly coloured neck- and anal-shields (the anal-shield small and circular) and with light or fairly light coloured setae, as shown in figs 3-4 of the accompanying plate.  The larva concerned unfortunately died soon after emergence.”

Larval food:

(Possibly) Mundulea sericea (Willd.) A. Chev. (Fabaceae) [Murray, 1935; as Mundulea suberosa (DC.) Benth. cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 52].

Pseudonacaduba sichela sichela (Wallengren, 1857)

Lycaena sichela Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 37 (55 pp.).
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Pseudonacaduba sichela sichela.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Pretoria.  9.XI.1974.  L. Vári.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3928).
Type locality: [South Africa]: “Caffraria”.

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Kenya (widespread), Tanzania, Zambia (widespread), Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Rau Groundwater Forest Reserve near Moshi (Cordeiro, 1995).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Lusaka; Chingola; Mufulira; Mbala; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoutpansberg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Volksrust (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Zeerust (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953); Hammanskraal (Swanepoel, 1953).
Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Umhloti (Swanepoel, 1953); Balgowan (Swanepoel, 1953); Karkloof (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Bowker); East London (Quickelberge).
dexamene Druce, 1887 (as sp. of Nacaduba).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 23: 203 (203-205).  Mozambique: “Delagoa Bay”.
docilis Butler, 1888 (as sp. of Lycaenesthes).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1887: 571 (567-574).  Cameroon: “Rio del Rey”.
Pseudonacaduba sichela reticulum (Mabille, 1877)

Lycaena reticulum Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 7: 72 (71-73).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar, Mauritius.

Note: It is not certain whether material collected in Mauritius by S. Collins is genetically identical to that from Madagascar.  Further work will be necessary to establish whether the Mauritian material is referable to reticulum or to another (undescribed) taxon (Lees et al., 2003).
Genus Catochrysops Boisduval, 1832
Ref. ?

Type-species: ?

An Oriental-Australasian genus of about seven species, with a single species in Madagascar.

Subgenus Rysops Eliot, 1973
Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 28: 445, 452 (371-505).
Type-species: Lycaena scintilla Mabille, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical subgenus containing a single species, restricted to Madagascar.  Treated as a genus by Ackery et al. (1995) but as a subgenus of Catochrysops by Lees et al. (2003) [stat. nov.].

Catochrysops (Rysops) scintilla (Mabille, 1877)

Lycaena scintilla Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 7: 72 (71-73).

Rysops scintilla (Mabille, 1877).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Catochrysops (Rysops) scintilla (Mabille, 1877).  Lees et al., 2003 comb. nov.

Type locality: Madagascar: [“Tamatave”].

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
quadriocularis Saalmüller, 1884 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Abhandungen hrsg. Von der Senskenbergischen Naturforschenden Gesellschaft 17: 100 (1-246).  Madagascar: “N.-B.” [Nossi-Bé].
Genus Lampides Hübner, 1819
In: Hübner, 1816-1826.  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge: 70 (432 + 72 pp.). Augsburg.
Type-species: Papilio boeticus Linnaeus, by subsequent designation (Grote, 1873.  Bulletin of the Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences 1: 179 (178-179).).

= Cosmolyce Toxopeus, 1927.  Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 70: 268 (nota) (232-302).  Type-species: Papilio boeticus Linnaeus, by monotypy.

= Lampidella Hemming, 1933.  Entomologist 66: 224 (222-225).  Type-species: Papilio boeticus Linnaeus, by original designation.  [Mistakenly proposed as a replacement name for Lampides Hübner, see Hemming, 1967 (Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) Suppl. 9: 244 (509 pp.)).]

A genus containing one species which also occurs in the Palaearctic and Oriental-Australian Regions.

Lampides boeticus (Linnaeus, 1767)

Papilio boeticus Linnaeus, 1767.  Systema Naturae 1 (2), 12th edition: 789 (533-1328 pp.). Holmiae.
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Lampides boeticus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Male.  Pretoria.  14.XII.1971.  Potgieter & Jones.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3923).
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Lampides boeticus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Golden Gate Highlands National Park, Free State Province, South Africa.  9-14 January, 2001.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: “Habitat in Barbaria”.  [Lectotype designated by Honey and Scoble, 2001: 304.]
Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Mali, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Zambia (widespread), Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland, Lesotho.  Also in Madagascar, Mauritius, Reunion, Rodrigues, Arabia.

Extralimital in North Africa, the Middle East, Arabia, the Oriental and Australian Regions, southern Europe, Hawaii.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Ankasa N.P. (Larsen, 2005a); Nakpanduri (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Calabar (Larsen, 2005a); Jos (Larsen, 2005a); Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).
Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams); Mountain Sanctuary N.R. (Williams).

Gauteng – Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).
Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Mauritius – Trimen (1866) noted that it was scarce but it has since become widespread and common because of the cultivation of legumes such as peas (Davis & Barnes, 1991).

Common name: Lucerne blue; Long-tailed blue (Britain); Pea blue.

Habitat: A variety of habitats, from sub-desert to open forest.  Commonly found in gardens (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Has great powers of dispersal but does not do so in mass migrations.  The flight is fast and usually about one metre above the ground.  Flowers are visited by both sexes and males mud-puddle.  Although they are found on hilltops they do not appear to defend defined territories from a specific perch.  The larvae are sometimes a pest on cultivated legumes such as peas and beans.

Flight period: All year but scarce to absent in winter in colder regions (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Godart, 1819: 653 [Europe] (Enc. Meth., ix. p. 653).

Trimen, 1866: 342  (Rhopalocera Africae Australis, ii).

Wollaston, 1879: 224 [St. Helena and Madeira] (Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist., 5th Series, vo. iii).

Blackburn, in Butler, 1882: 31 [Hawaii] (Trans. Ent. Soc. Lond.).

Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 2: 58 [as Lycaena Boetica (Linnaeus)].


“Larva.  Bright-green; paler on the undersurface.  A dark-green dorsal line; beneath it, on each side, and indistinct line interrupted on each segment, followed by a row of short, oblique, indistinct streaks of the same dark-green, and a pale-green line just above the legs.  Head small, shining, reddish-brown.  Tw-thirds of an inch in length.”  “Pupa.  Very pale greyish-ochreous, dusted unequally with blackish; the wing-covers more greenish in tint.  A fuscous line down the back; some blackish spots on head and back; two rows of blackish spots on each side of back of abdomen.  About half an inch in length; thickest and roundest in abdominal region; head blunt.  The pupal state lasts from ten to twelve days in the summer.


Godart (1819) describes the larva in Europe as variegated with red on the back….I have not seen any examples so marked at the Cape.

Jackson, 1937: 234 [as Cosmolyce baeticus; Mt. Elgon, Kenya].


The larva feeds on the flowers and seed pods of the food-plants.  Egg.  Circular, greyish-white, and about 0.5 mm in diameter.  The top is flattened, and there is a minute dark central spot, but no other ornamentation is visible through an ordinary hand lens.  It is laid singly among the flowers.  Larva.  In the early stages the larva is dirty greyish-green ornamented with a dark grey dorsal line and a series of dark grey wavy diagonal stripes along the sides.  Later it becomes lighter in colour, until in the final stage it is entirely light dull green with only a hint of the original markings.  It is slightly hairy.  In shape, typical of many allied species, with evenly rounded dorsum and distinct segments and no prominences of any kind.  Like its allies, also, it has a habit of humping itself dorsally when disturbed, in the manner of a wood-louse about to curl up.  Both tubercles and gland are present; the former, placed rather near the anal extremity and towards the margins, are very minute whitish structures.  They are exserted vertically and are very short, with small terminal rosettes.  The gland has a large narrow oval surface, centrally above the tubercles and visible to the naked eye.  No ants were in attendance, but this is probably a coincidence, since they are common on this group of plants.  Length 18-20 mm.  Pupa.  Placed horizontally along a leaf, among debris at the foot of the plant, or sometimes in a seed pod.  It is light brown with a few black spots and streaks, the abdominal segments being lighter and having double rows of dorsal spots and a fine dorsal line.  The abdominal segements are broad and bluntly rounded at the extremity, the thorax ridged dorsally and the head-case prominent; between the abdominal segments and the thorax is a slightly depressed area.  Length 11-12 mm.  Parasites.  The hymenopteran Neotypus intermedius Mocs. (Ichneumonidae), as well as a tachinid were bred.

Clark and Dickson, 1952: 33.

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 49 [as Lampides boeticus; Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape].


“Egg.  0.5 mm diam. x 0.3 mm high.  Pale blue-green with white ribbing formed by reversed sets, with 16 ribs in each, radiating from the micropyle in involute curves.  Down the sides these are crossed by 16 vertical ribs; the intersections are punctuated by white moles.  Eggs are laid singly on buds and hatch after 7 days.  Larva (with 5 instars).  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2 mm in 4 days; 2nd instar growing to 3.5 mm in 4 days; 3rd instar growing to 7 mm in 4 days; 4th instar growing to 11 mm in 4 days; 5th instar growing to 18-19 mm in 10 days.  Larva (with 6 instars).  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2 mm in 4 days; 2nd instar growing to 3 mm in 5 days; 3rd instar growing to 5.5 mm in 5 days; 4th instar growing to 8 mm in 5 days; 5th instar growing to 11 mm in 5 days; 6th instar growing to 18-19 in 8 days.  The honey-gland and tubercles are present in the 3rd and subsequent instars.  The final-instar tubercles have 19 finely barbed spines.  There is a big colour variation, especially in the final instar, in which larvae may be plain pea-green, very pale yellow-green, with pale pinkish markings, pale dirty white with dull pink markings or whitish, almost obliterated by enlarged dull brown markings.  Larvae burrow into buds or pods and feed on the seeds.  They pupate near where they are feeding but generally crawl out of the pods to pupate.  In gardens, the species has been found to breed prolifically on trees of Virgilia capensis Lam. (‘Keurboom’) and the introduced Sesbania sp. with orange-red flowers.  Very many eggs have been observed on the flower-buds and, especially in the case of the former tree, large numbers of larvae, sometimes several together, have been found on parts of the trunk when crawling down to pupate.  Pupa.  10.5-13 mm.  Secured by a girdle to a twig or leaf on which has been smeared an adhesive.  The cremastral hooks are undeveloped.  Emergence takes place after 10-24 days.  Parasites.  Egg parasitized by very small chalcids.  Larva killed by Diptera, such as those of the tachinid genera Strumia (Paradrino) and Zenillia.  Pupa killed by a Pimpla, which escapes by breaking off the head-piece of the pupa.”

Martin, 1976.

Larval food:

Astragalus species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Cajanus species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Canavalia ensifermis Linn. (Fabaceae) [Shantibala, et al, 2001].

Canavalia species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Colutea arborescens (Fabaceae) [Godart, 1819: 653; Europe].

Crotalaria capensis (Fabaceae) [Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 2: 58].

Crotalaria cephalotes Steud. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 234 (Kenya)].

Crotalaria cleomifolia Welw. ex Baker (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 234 (Kenya)].

Crotalaria glauca Willd. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 234 (Kenya)].

Cytisus species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 49].

Derris species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Dolichos lablab Linn.(Fabaceae) [Shantibala, et al, 2001].

Dolichos species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 49].

Dolichos hastaeformis (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Indigofera filifolia (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].

Indigofera psoraloides (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Lathyrus species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 49].

Lessertia frutescens (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 234 (Kenya); as sp. of Sutherlandia].

Lupinus species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Medicago species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Melilotus species (Fabaceae) [Blackburn, in Butler, 1882: 31].

Millettia species (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Phaseolus vulgaris Linn. (Fabaceae) [Shantibala, et al, 2001].

Pisum species (common green pea (Fabaceae) [Godart, 1819: 653 (Europe); Wollaston, 1879: 224 (St. Helena and Madeira); Trimen & Bowker, 1887: 59 (Mauritius)].

Podalyria species (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].

Polygala species (Fabaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].
Sesbania species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 52].

Spartium species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 49].

Spartium junceum (Fabaceae) (exotic) [Botha & Botha, 2006: 200].
Sphenostylis angustifolia (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Tecoma species (Bignoniaceae) [Pelzer, 1991].

Tephrosia species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Ulex species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 49].

Viccia faba Linn. (Fabaceae) [Shantibala, et al, 2001].

Vigna sinensis Savi.(Fabaceae) [Shantibala, et al, 2001].

Vigna unguiculata (Linn.) Walp (Fabaceae) [Shantibala, et al, 2001].

Virgilia divaricata (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 52; as Virgilia capensis Lam.].

Virgilia oroboides (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Relevant literature:

Ahmed, 1995; Coutsis, 2001

michaeli Kroon, 1980 (as f. of Lampides boeticus).  In: Claassens, A.J.M., and Dickson, C.G.C. 1980.  Butterflies of the Table Mountain Range.  Struik, Cape Town p. 140 (160pp).  South Africa: “Blaauwberg, to the north of Cape Town”.
Genus Uranothauma Butler, 1895
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1895: 631 (627-634).
Type-species: Uranothauma crawshayi Butler, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 21 species.

Uranothauma antinorii (Oberthür, 1883)

Lycaena antinorii Oberthür, 1883.  Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale (di Genova) Giacomo Doria 18: 731 (709-740).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Torrente di Sciotalit”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Common name: Blue heart; Antinori’s branded blue.

Habitat: The edges of sub-montane forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Usually found above 1 500 m (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Larsen (1991) reports that he has, on occasion, seen several dozen males assembled on damp patches in Kenya.  At Kakamega, Kenya, and in Ethiopia he has seen it on carnivore scats (Larsen, 1991; Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes feed from small flowers (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: The summer months (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Uranothauma antinorii antinorii (Oberthür, 1883)

Lycaena antinorii Oberthür, 1883.  Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale (di Genova) Giacomo Doria 18: 731 (709-740).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Torrente di Sciotalit”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (highlands).
Uranothauma antinorii bamendanus Libert, 1993

Uranothauma antinorii bamendanus Libert, 1993.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 97(4): 329 (321-332).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bamenda”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon (highlands).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bamenda (TL); Mount Tabenken (Larsen, 2005a).
Uranothauma antinorii felthami (Stevenson, 1934)

Cupido felthami Stevenson, 1934.  Occasional Papers of the Rhodesia Museum 1 (3): 16 (10-17).
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Uranothauma antinorii felthami.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Laurenceville, Vumba, S. R.  25:10:63.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3909).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Mt Selinda”.

Distribution: Kenya (west, central highlands), Uganda, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Shaba), Zambia (north), Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (eastern border).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kakamega; Nandi; Kapsemoite; Meru (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Kasempa; Mufulira; Lumangwe Falls; Isoka; Mbala; Makutu Mountains; Mafinga Mountains (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Vila Gouveia (Pennington).

Zimbabwe – Nyanga; Mount Selinda (Pringle, et al., 1994); Bikita (Mullin).
albicans Talbot, 1935 (as female f. of Uranothauma antinorii).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 147 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).  Kenya: “Mau escarpment, Lumbwa, ca. 7000 ft.”.
splendens Stoneham, 1937 (as f. of Uranothauma antinorii).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (34): 3 (3 pp.).  Kenya: “East Surrey Estates”.

magnificans Stoneham, 1937 (as f. of Uranothauma antinorii).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (34): 3 (3 pp.).  Kenya: “East Surrey Estates”.
Uranothauma artemenes (Mabille, 1880)

Lycaena artemenes Mabille, 1880 [February].  Annales de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 23: 16 (16-27).

Type locality: [Madagascar]: “Malgassicorum”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
auratus Butler, 1880 [April] (as sp. of Castalius).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 5: 336 (333-344, 384-395).  Madagascar: “Fianarantsoa”.
Uranothauma belcastroi Larsen, 1997

Uranothauma belcastroi Larsen, 1997.  Lambillionea 97 (1) (TomeI): 5 (5-6).
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Uranothauma belcastroi.  Male, Guinea.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
[image: image24.jpg]



Uranothauma belcastroi.  Male, Ivory Coast, underside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Mt. Tonkoui, NW Côte d’Ivoire, 3. x. 1992 (C. Belcastro leg., coll. Natural History Museum, London).”

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimba Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Mount Tonkoui (TL); Man area, Nimba Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Belcastro’s branded blue.

Habitat: Upland forest, usually above 1 100 m, but sometimes as low as 800 m (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Males are often found mud-puddling (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: Only recorded in October.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Uranothauma confusa Kielland, 1989

Uranothauma confusa Kielland, 1989.  Lambillionea 89: 54 (54-56).

Type locality: Malawi: “Mzomba Mt”.

Distribution: Tanzania (Livingstone Mountains), Malawi (mountains in the south, excluding Mt Mlanje).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Uranothauma cordatus (Sharpe, 1892)

Hyreus cordatus Sharpe, 1892.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1891: 636 (633-638).

Type locality: Kenya: “Sotik, Kavirondo”.

Distribution: Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east - Kivu), Kenya, Tanzania (northern).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Cherangani Hills; Mara; Kakamega; Nandi; Mt Elgon; Meru; Mau Escarpment; Katamayu; Chyulu Hills (Larsen, 1991).

Habitat: Occurs at altitudes above 1 500 m.

Habits: Males are most often encountered mud-puddling or on excrement (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Uranothauma crawshayi Butler, 1895

Uranothauma crawshayi Butler, 1895.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1895: 631 (627-634).
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Uranothauma crawshayi.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Luisenga N.R., nr. Mufindi, Tanzania.  04/iv/1995.  AJ & MW Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Uranothauma crawshayi.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Luisenga N.R., nr. Mufindi, Tanzania.  04/iv/1995.  AJ & MW Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Malawi: “Nyika, west of Lake Nyassa”.

Distribution: Tanzania (south), Malawi, Zambia (extreme east).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Mafinga Mountains; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: Montane (Heath, et al., 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Choristylis rhamnoides (Escalloniaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 109].
pseudocrawshayi Kielland, 1980 in d’Abrera, 1980 (as ?).  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region: 542, 543 (593 pp.). Melbourne.  Tanzania: “Lupembe”.
Uranothauma cuneatum Tite, 1958

Uranothauma cuneatum Tite, 1958.  Entomologist 91: 117 (115-118).
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Uranothauma cuneatum.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Nyika, Malawi.  1/1990.  S.C. Collins.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Uranothauma cuneatum.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Nyika. Z.  26:X:76.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Bom M’Singa, Nr. Magazine Hill, Escarpment, 5000 ft”.

Distribution: Uganda, Tanzania (south and west), Malawi, Zambia (extreme east).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Myrica sp. (Myricaceae) [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003; soft growing points; Udzungwa Mountains, Tanzania].
Uranothauma delatorum Heron, 1909

Uranothauma delatorum Heron, 1909.  Transactions of the Zoological Society of London 19: 161 (141-178).

Type locality: Uganda: “Ruwenzori”.

Distribution: Sudan (south), Ethiopia (Larsen, 1991), Uganda, Kenya (west, central highlands), Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Ituri, Kivu), Burundi (Larsen, 1991), Tanzania (west and north).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kakamega; Kericho; Kiptiget; Chepalungu; Kitale; Embu; Katamayu (Larsen, 1991).

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Males are usually found when mud-puddling or coming to cow pats and horse manure (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 229.  (Mount Elgon, Kenya)


The larvae feed on the young shoots of the food-plant, but are far more retiring than the other common species, i.e. Anthene larydas, which feeds on the same tree.  They are usually found among the dense new growth of a coppiced sapling in forests or river beds.  Egg.  Unknown.  Larva.  Green or pink with a dark dorsal line, and is thickly coated with short hair.  It is broad and rather flattened, evenly rounded over the dorsum.  The margins of the carapace are pink or white, squarely scalloped, but not very well developed.  The collar also is not as large as usual.  Neither tubercles nor gland appear to be present.  Length 14 mm.  Pupa.  Light reddish-brown dorsally, becoming darker on the wing-cases and thorax.  In shape, elongate, tapering to the posterior extremity, with the thorax long and narrow.  There is a fine dark dorsal line, and a black spot on either side of the junction of the thorax and abdominal segments, where there is a slight constriction.  Surface hairy.  Length 8-9 mm.  Placed in cracks of bark or under it.

Larval food:

Albizia gummifera (Gmel.) C.A. Smith (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 229 (Kenya)].

Acacia species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 227].

Uranothauma falkensteini (Dewitz, 1879)

Plebeius (Lampides) falkensteini Dewitz, 1879.  Nova Acta Academiae Caesarea Leopoldino-Carolinae Germanicum Naturae Curiosorum 4 (2): 204 (173-212).
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Uranothauma falkensteini.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Tanzania, Karatu.  1700 m.  1984-1989.  T.A. Grant.  (Newport Collection).
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Uranothauma falkensteini.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Tanzania, Karatu.  1700 m.  1984-1989.  T.A. Grant.  (Newport Collection).

Type locality: Angola: “Guinea auf dem 10 S.B., zwischen dem 17-22 O.L. von Greenw.”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique (Larsen, 2005a), Zimbabwe (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – western forests; central highlands forests; Chyulu Hills; Teita Hills (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mumbwa; Mazabuka; Lusaka; Luangwa Valley; Makutu Mountains; Mafinga Mountains (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: Lowland branded blue.

Habitat: Forest at various altitudes.

Habits: A fairly common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are strongly attracted to damp patches and are also attracted to traps baited with fish, prawn or toad (Larsen, 1991; Larsen, 2005a).  Females are rarely seen but both sexes are occasionally found at flowers (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 230.  (Mount Elgon, Kenya)


The larvae feed on the young shoots of the food-plant.  Egg.  Unknown.  Larva.  Olive-green with short thick golden hair, a dark dorsal line, and rows of dark diagonal lateral stripes.  Collar rather long and pointed anteriorly.  The dorsum is double-ridged, but not prominently so, the segments well defined and the margins slightly scalloped.  The anal segments are not much flattenedand are evenly rounded posteriorly.  Tubercles are present, placed rather further forwards than usual and near the extreme edges.  They are thick and white, the extremities being bulbous, carried on a thin stalk, and quite different from any other that has been bred here so far.  The gland is placed above these in the centre, the orifice being small and narrow.  Length 12 mm.  Pupa.  Brown, lighter on abdominal segments and hairy, with a dark dorsal line and dark lateral abdominal marks.  Head-case blunt, not bilobed, thorax ridged with a slight depression behind it.  The pupa is narrow, rather small, and somewhat pointed posteriorly.  Length 8 mm.  Parasites.  Three species of Anilastus (Hymen., Ichneumonidae) and also a tachinid were bred.

Larval food:

Acacia abyssinica Hochst. ex Benth.(Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 230 (Kenya)].
Albizia adianthifolia (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 329].

Albizia gummifera (Fabaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 109].

umbra Talbot, 1935 (as female f. of Uranothauma falkensteini).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 148 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).  Kenya: “Dabida, ca. 100 miles north-west of Mombasa, Wusi, ca. 4,200 ft”.
albescens Stoneham, 1937 (as f. of Uranothauma falkensteini).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (34): 3 (3 pp.).  Kenya: “East Surrey Estates”.
Uranothauma frederikkae Libert, 1993

Uranothauma frederikkae Libert, 1993.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 97 (4): 324 (321-332).

Type locality: Cameroon.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon.

Common name: Cameroon branded blue.

Habitat: Sub-montane forest at altitudes above 1 300 m (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce species, at least in Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Uranothauma frederikkae frederikkae Libert, 1993

Uranothauma frederikkae Libert, 1993.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 97 (4): 324 (321-332).

Type locality: Cameroon.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Mambilla Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bamenda Highlands (TL).
Uranothauma frederikkae manengoubensis Libert, 1993

Uranothauma frederikkae manengoubensis Libert, 1993.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 97 (4): 325 (321-332).

Type locality: Cameroon.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Mt Manengouba (TL).

Note: Larsen (2005a) is not convinced that this subspecies is necessary.
Uranothauma heritsia (Hewitson, 1876)

Lycaena heritsia Hewitson, 1876 in Hewitson, 1872-7.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 5: [88] (127 pp.). London.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south-east), Cameroon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia.

Common name: Light branded blue.

Habitat: Sub-montane forest.  Also in wooded habitats (Heath, et al., 2002).  In Nigeria it does not occur below 1 200 m (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Males are known to mud-puddle but females are rarely seen (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 228.  (Mount Elgon, Kenya).


The larva feeds on the young leaves of the food-plant, resting on the underside of the leaves.  Egg.  White, circular, and very small.  It is laid on the very young shoots and is usually well hidden.  Larva.  A beautiful shell pink with a thick green dorsal line flanked on either side by fine irregular yellow lines.  It is hairy, and the margins are squarely scalloped.  In shape, it is broad and very much flattened, thicker, however, along the midline of the dorsum; a cross-section would therefore be a much flattened triangle.  The outline tapers from the centre to each extremity.  Just before pupation the colour changes to orange-red with a dark dorsal stripe.  There appear to be neither tubercles or gland.  Length 13 mm, breadth 4 mm.  Pupa.  Long and narrow and reddish-brown with two black spots on the shoulders of the abdominal segments, and a thin black dorsal line.  The thorax is small but ridged, leaving a slightly depressed area between it and the abdominal segments, both laterally and dorsally.  Placed among dead leaves or on the bark.  Length 11 mm.

Larval food:

Bridelia micrantha Baill. (Euphorbiaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 228 (Kenya)].

Note: D’Abrera (1980), Berger (1981), Kielland (1990) and Larsen (1991) treat this taxon as a species of Uranothauma Butler.  Heath, et al. (2002: vii, 110) formally placed it in Uranothauma.
Uranothauma heritsia heritsia (Hewitson, 1876)

Lycaena heritsia Hewitson, 1876 in Hewitson, 1872-7.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 5: [88] (127 pp.). London.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south-east), Cameroon, Congo, Angola (north), Democratic Republic of Congo (west and central).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Rumpi Hills (Helps teste Larsen, 2005a).
Uranothauma heritsia chibonotana (Aurivillius, 1910)

Cupido chibonotana Aurivillius, 1910.  In: Sjöstedt, B. Y., Wissenschaftliche Ergebnisse der Schweidischen zoologischen Expedition nach dem Kilimandjaro, dem Meru und den umgebeden Massaisteppen Deutsch-OstAfrikas 1905-1906.  2 (9): 9 (56 pp.). Stockholm.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kilimandjaro: Kibonoto zwischen 1300 und 1900 m”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mt Kilimanjaro (Larsen, 2005a); Mt Meru (Larsen, 2005a).
Uranothauma heritsia intermedia (Tite, 1958)

Phlyaria heritsia intermedia Tite, 1958.  Entomologist 91: 115 (115-118).

Type locality: Uganda: “Mabera Forest, Kyagwe, Mulange, 4000 ft”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya (west, central highlands), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Mt Elgon; Tiriki; Kakamega; Nairobi; Meru (Larsen, 1991).
Uranothauma heritsia virgo (Butler, 1896)

Hyreus virgo Butler, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 121 (108-136).
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Uranothauma heritsia virgo.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Mwekera Kitwe, Zambia.  10 January, 1982.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

[image: image39.jpg]


[image: image40.jpg]



Uranothauma heritsia virgo.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Lisombo, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  11/X/2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Malawi: “Cheni-Cheni Mt., 4500 feet alt., Nyika”.

Distribution: Tanzania (south and east), Democratic Republic of Congo (south - Shaba), Malawi, Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Lusaka; Lumangwe Falls; Mpongwe; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).
Uranothauma kilimensis Kielland, 1985

Uranothauma kilimensis Kielland, 1985.  Lambillionea 84: 86 (67-92).

Type locality: Tanzania: “W-Kilimanjaro (2700 m)”.

Distribution: Tanzania.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Uranothauma lukwangule Kielland, 1987

Uranothauma lukwangule Kielland, 1987.  Lambillionea 87: 39 (38-45, 75-79).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Morogoro, S. Uluguru Mts., Lukwangule Plateau, 2400 m”.

Distribution: Tanzania.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Uranothauma lunifer (Rebel, 1914)

Cupido lunifer Rebel, 1914.  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 268 (219-294).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Bukoba - Usumbura”.

Distribution: Uganda (south-west), Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Kivu), Rwanda, Tanzania (west).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Uranothauma nguru Kielland, 1985

Uranothauma nguru Kielland, 1985.  Lambillionea 84: 77 (67-92).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Nguru Mt., Mambega Mt., (2000 m)”.

Distribution: Tanzania (east - Nguru Mountains).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Uranothauma nubifer (Trimen, 1895)

Lycaena nubifer Trimen, 1895.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1895: 187 (181-194).
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Uranothauma nubifer nubifer.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Penhalonga, P. E. A.  26.II.47.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3910).
Type locality: South Africa: “Natal, Newcastle and Biggarsberg; Van Reenen’s Pass, Drakensberg”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Kenya, Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Black heart; Black-heart branded blue.

Habitat: Forest and along well-wooded streams in savanna, at high altitudes.

Habits: Males are usually encountered while mud-puddling.  Specimens are also often seen fluttering quite rapidly around acacia trees, settling regularly on the leaves or flowers (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Larsen (1991: 226) observed males feeding from fresh horse manure near Nandi, Kenya.

Flight period: All year but more common in midsummer (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 229 [Mt. Elgon, Kenya].


The larva feeds on the young shoots of the food-plant, preferring the secondary to the terminal buds, and resting by day along the stems.  Egg.  White, circular, and flattened, with a dark, slightly depressed, central spot.  The edges are boldly fluted.  It is laid lower down the branches than other Acacia-feeding lycaenids, on the old leaflets, stems or bark, or in the nodes of the secondaries or spines, and always singly.  Diameter 0.75 mm.  Larva.  Pale green in the early stages and when mature light brown.  The dorsum is double-ridged and broadly toothed, the space between the ridges being chocolate and broader anteriorly.  Collar broad and rounded.  Along the sides are darker diagonal stripes ending each in a small black spot, and the edges of the carapace are strongly scalloped and fringed with hair.  An unusual character in this species is that the scalloped lateral edges continue throughout the length to the posterior extremity, the actual extremity forming the final lobe.  The anal segments therefore, although flattened as usual, have a scalloped lateral outline, and the dorsal ridge also continues further into them than in most other species.  There is no sign of tubercles or gland and ants do not appear to be in attendance.  Length 13 mm.  Pupa.  Blackish to brown, narrow, broadening gradually across the abdominal segments.  Thorax somewhat elevated with a depression between it and the abdomen.  Head-case square.  There is a dark dorsal line, and the surface is hairy.  Length 8-9 mm.  Parasites.  The Hymenoptera bred comprised three species of Anilastus and a Mesochorus (Hymen., Ichneumonidae), three Apantales (Hymen., Braconidae), and Tetrastichus sculpturatus Waterst. (Hymen., Chalcididae).

Larval food:

Acacia abyssinica Hochst. ex Benth. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 229].

Acacia karroo Hayne (Fabaceae) [Williams, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 235].

Albizia coriaria (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 329].
Albizia gummifera (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 329].

Albizia species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 226].

Uranothauma nubifer nubifer (Trimen, 1895)

Lycaena nubifer Trimen, 1895.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1895: 187 (181-194).
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Uranothauma nubifer nubifer.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Penhalonga, P. E. A.  26.II.47.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3910).
Type locality: South Africa: “Natal, Newcastle and Biggarsberg; Van Reenen’s Pass, Drakensberg”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Kenya (west, central, Teita Hills), Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Tanzania, Zambia (north), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Mambilla Plateau (R. Warren teste Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Mufulira; Lofu (Lufubu) River; Makutu Mountains; Mafinga Mountains (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – near Vila Gouveia [Posto de Catandica] (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Makapan’s Caves (Swanepoel, 1953); Houtbosdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Letaba – Farm Isoavina (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Waterval Onder (Swanepoel, 1953); Stoffberg (Williams).

North West Province – Rutenburg Kloof (Williams).
Gauteng – Heidelberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Johannesburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953); Honeydew (Hennings); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).
KwaZulu-Natal – Van Reenen’s Pass (Morrison; TL); Newcastle (Hunt; TL); Biggarsberg (TL); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Muden (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); near Utrecht (Kroon).
pelotus Karsch, 1895 (as sp. of Lampides).  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 300 (289-322).  Tanzania: “Mt Kilimanjaro”.
Uranothauma nubifer distinctesignatus (Strand, 1911)

Cupido nubifer var. distinctesignatus Strand, 1911.  Entomologische Rundschau 28: 138 (137-141).

Uranothauma nubifer distinctesignatus (Strand, 1911).  Larsen, 2005a.

Type locality: Ethiopia.

Distribution: Ethiopia.

abyssinica Libert, 1993 (as ssp. of Uranothauma  nubifer).  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 97 (4): 330 (321-332).  Formally synonymized with Uranothauma nubifer distinctesignatus (Strand, 1911) by Larsen, 2005a, syn. nov.
Uranothauma poggei (Dewitz, 1879)

Plebeius (Lampides) poggei Dewitz, 1879.  Nova Acta Academiae Caesarea Leopoldino-Carolinae Germanicum Naturae Curiosorum 4 (2): 205 (173-212).
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Uranothauma poggei.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Bomponi, Vumba, S. R.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3909).

Type locality: Angola: “Guinea auf dem 10 S.B., zwischen dem 17-22 O.L.”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (west), Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu, Lualaba, Shaba), Tanzania (west), Malawi, Zambia (north), Angola, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east).


Misattributed to the fauna of Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Nigeria and Cameroon due to confusion with U. frederikkae or U. belcastroi (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kaimosi (Kakamega) (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; 40 km east of Mwinilunga; Lusaka; Chalimbana; Mpongwe; Kawambwa; Mporokoso; Mufulira; Kasama; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Vila Gouveia (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Trelawney (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Striped heart.

Habitat: Especially found in Brachystegia woodland (Heath, et al., 2002).  Also occurs on the edges of forests (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Flies restlessly around the tops of msasa trees (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: Appears to be double-brooded, flying from August to October and from February to May.  Occasional specimens are seen in December and January (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Albizia gummifera (Gmel.) C.A. Smith (Fabaceae) [Bampton, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 235].
Uranothauma uganda Kielland, 1980

Uranothauma uganda Kielland, 1980 in d’Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region: 543 (593 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: [Tanzania]: “Uganda”.

Distribution: Tanzania (Mt Bondwa in the Uluguru Mountains), Malawi (Mt Mlanje).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Uranothauma usambarae Kielland, 1980

Uranothauma usambarae Kielland, 1980 in d’Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region: 542, 543 (593 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Usambara, Lushoto, Magamba Forest, 5000 ft.”.

Distribution: Tanzania (west Usambara Mountains).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Uranothauma vansomereni Stempffer, 1951

Uranothauma vansomereni Stempffer, 1951.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 56: 128 (119-128).
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Uranothauma vansomereni.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Laurenceville, Vumba, S. R.  25.1.1966.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3911).

Type locality: Kenya: “Makueni, 3.500 pieds, 80 miles au sud de Machakos, district de l’Ukamba”.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania (Madibira, Ilenga), Democratic Republic of Congo (south-east - Shaba), Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Makueni (TL); Lake Baringo (Larsen, 1991); Chiasimbe.

Zambia – Mufulira; Mpongwe; Chalimbana (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Vila Gouveia (Pennington; single male).

Zimbabwe – Vumba Mountains (Barnes); Sabi Valley (Carcasson); Mount Selinda; Mazowe Dam; Dichwe Farm near Chinhoyi (Mullin).

Common name: Pale heart.

Habitat: Savanna.

Habits: This species appears to fly higher up in the trees than other species of the genus.  Both sexes have recorded mud-puddling (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: There seem to be spring and autumn broods (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Albizia species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 227].

Note: Kielland (1978) notes that the southern populations of this taxon may be distinct from typical vansomereni.
Uranothauma williamsi Carcasson, 1961

Uranothauma williamsi Carcasson, 1961.  Occasional Papers.  Coryndon Memorial Museum, Nairobi 7: 21 (1-23).
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Uranothauma williamsi.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Tanzania, Uluguru Mtns, 1500 m.  1980’s.  T.A. Grant.  (Newport Collection).
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Uranothauma williamsi.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Kitulo, Mufindi, 2300m. 2.3.86.  T.C.E. Congdon.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: Tanzania: “Mbeya, Mt. Rungwe”.

Distribution: Tanzania (Usambara Mountains and southern highlands), Malawi, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: Montane forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Phlyaria Karsch, 1895
Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 302 (289-322).
Type-species: Lycaena cyara Hewitson, 1876, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing a single species.

Phlyaria cyara (Hewitson, 1876)

Lycaena cyara Hewitson, 1876 in Hewitson, 1872-7.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 5: [88] (127 pp.). London.

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Common name: Pied blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Specimens are most often found while they are drinking at damp patches (Larsen, 2005a).  Occasionally males are found in traps baited with prawns (Larsen, 2005a) or dead toads (J. Ciha teste Larsen, 2005a).  Females are much less often seen (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 228.  (Kakamega, Kenya)


The larva feeds on the young shoots of the food-plant.  Egg.  Unknown.  Larva.  General colour light brown with a darker patch on segments 6 and 7 and on the points of the dorsal process, the anal segments bright green.  Running round the collar and for some way back along the sides is a fine black line.  In shape, it is unusual; sloping upwards sharply from the flattened anal segments there are first two massive tent-like processes on segments 8 and 9, thereafter a depressed area as far as the thoracic segments, and lastly here again the same large dorsal prominences, becoming gradually smaller towards the head.  The collar and carapace are in this species very well developed.  On the flattened anal segments near the lateral edges and about midway along them are two minute tubercles, white, and exserted vertically, being even then only just visible; placed centrally between them is a gland.  Length 15 mm.  Pupa.  Brown or light brown, and smooth with a dark dorsal line throughout its length.  The abdominal segments are long and broad, the thorax small, narrow and slightly ridged, while the head-case is bluntly rounded, but hardly projects beyond the thorax.  There is a distinct waist both laterally and dorsally between the latter and the abdominal segments.  Length 12 mm.

Larval food:

Albizia gummifera (Gmel.) C.A. Smith (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 228 (Kenya)].
Phlyaria cyara cyara (Hewitson, 1876)

Lycaena cyara Hewitson, 1876 in Hewitson, 1872-7.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 5: [88] (127 pp.). London.

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Tshopo, Equateur, Sankuru, Lualaba).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
Phlyaria cyara stactalla Karsch, 1895

Phlyaria stactalla Karsch, 1895.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 302 (289-322).

Type locality: Ghana: “Forschungsstation Misahöhe in Urwalde bei Tongbe in Togogebeite”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimba Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).
Phlyaria cyara tenuimarginata (Grünberg, 1908)

Cupido cyara var. tenuimarginata Grünberg, 1908.  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1908: 58 (50-62).

Type locality: Uganda.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (west, central), Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Ituri, North Kivu), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – western forests; Meru; Limuru; Thomson’s Falls (Larsen, 1991).
Genus Cacyreus Butler, 1898
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1897: 845 (835-857).
Type-species: Papilio lingeus Stoll, by original designation.

= Hyreus Hübner, 1819 in Hübner, 1816-1826.  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge: 70 (432 + 72 pp.). Augsburg.  Type-species: Papilio lingeus Stoll, by subsequent designation (Butler, 1898.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1897: 845 (835-857).).  [Invalid; junior homonym of Hyreus Stephens, 1816.].  Ackery, et al., 1995: 640 state: “As Hyreus Hübner originally had no type-species fixed, Butler selected one of the originally included nominal species, Papilio lingeus Stoll, to be the type-species of Cacyreus; this designation also applies to the prior but preoccupied nominal genus, Hyreus Hübner, [1819].

A purely Afrotropical genus containing nine species.  One species (Cacyreus marshalli) has recently been introduced into Europe, where it appears to be thriving, and spreading.

Cacyreus audeoudi Stempffer, 1936

Cacyreus audeoudi Stempffer, 1936.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 41: 284 (283-284).

Type locality: Kenya: “Mont Elgon”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Ituri, Kivu, Tshopo, Equateur, Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – near Sunyane (Kühne, 1999); Atewa Range (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Kitale; Mt Elgon; Nandi (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Audeouud’s blue; Bright bush blue.

Habitat: Forest and forest-savanna ecotone.

Habits: A generally scarce species, especially in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Similar to C. lingeus (see Fontaine, 1988).
Cacyreus darius (Mabille, 1877)

Lycaena darius Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France 2: 216 (214-240).

Type locality: [Madagascar]: “Congo”. [False locality.]

Diagnosis: Indistinguishable, on facies alone, from Cacyreus lingeus (Davis & Barnes, 1991).  Males of the two species do, however, show consistent differences in the valves (Stempffer, 1943).

General remarks: Probably introduced to Mauritius, as it was first taken here around 1900 (Davis & Barnes, 1991).  Manders (1908) suggests that the early stages were brought in on Coleus (=Plectranthus), the larval foodplant, and planted in the Botanical Gardens at Curepipe.  Vinson (1938) noted that it was scarce and during the years 1976-1980 no specimens were seen (Davis & Barnes, 1991).

Distribution: Madagascar, Mauritius, Reunion, Comoro Islands.

Specific localities:

Mauritius – Status unclear; may be extinct (Davis & Barnes, 1991).

Habitat: Forest, forest margins and anthropogenic environments (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cacyreus dicksoni Pennington, 1962

Cacyreus dicksoni Pennington, 1962.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 25: 283 (266-286).

Type locality: South Africa: “Citrusdal Pass (Clanwilliam Distr., C.P.)”.

Diagnosis: Similar to C. marshalli but the upperside of the wings has a metallic sheen and the wing margins are darker (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Namibia (south), South Africa (Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Namibia – Prinzen Bay (D. and R. Plowes).

Western Cape Province – Citrusdal Pass (TL); near the Hex River Pass; Cape Peninsula (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Northern Cape Province – near Port Nolloth; Wallekraal (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Dickson’s geranium bronze; Dickson’s geranium blue.

Habitat: Fynbos and succulent karoo at altitudes from near sea-level to 1 500 m (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: 

Flight period: Spring, summer and autumn (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 61 [as Cacyreus dicksoni; Karbonaatjes Kraal, Hex River Pass, Western Cape].


“Egg.  0.55 mm diam. x 0.35 mm high.  Laid singly on flower-buds.  Pure white with two sets of reversed ribbing, 16 per set, radiating from the micropyle.  The intersections are capped with moles and the spaces between the ribs are troughed.  Eggs hatch after some 9 days.    Larva.  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2 mm in 5 days; 2nd instar growing to 3 mm in 6 days; 3rd instar growing to 5.5-6 mm in 6 days; 4th instar growing to 10-11 mm in 9 days.  There are neither honey-gland nor tubercles.  On hatching the young larva burrows into the side of the bud on which the egg was laid and feeds on the forming petals.  Later it feeds on the developing seeds as well.  The colour varies and matches well the surroundings.  The larva moults where it is feeding.  Pupa.  Male 7.5 mm, female 8.5 mm.  Secured to a stalk or pieces of rubbish on the ground by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  Of a pale dull yellow colour which gradually becomes more dull, with dark grey blotches.  There is a pinkish red line on the dorsum of the abdomen.  On that of the thorax it is broken, and dark grey.  Emergence takes place after 9 days.”

Larval food:

Pelargonium species (Geraniaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 61].

Geranium species (Geraniaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 61].

Pelargonium crismophyllum (Geraniaceae) [Williams and Woodhall, 1989: 2; Namaqualand, Northern Cape Province] (Met. 1 (24): 2-3).
Cacyreus ethiopicus Tite, 1961

Cacyreus ethiopicus Tite, 1961.  Entomologist 94: 112 (112-113).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “25 km north of Quiha”.

Distribution: Ethiopia.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cacyreus lingeus (Stoll, 1782)

Papilio lingeus Stoll, 1782, in Stoll, 1780-2.  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 4 [part]: 176 (29-252). Amsteldam & Utrecht.
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Cacyreus lingeus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Jonkershoek.  18-20.II.1977.  L. & G. Vari.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3912).

Type locality: South Africa: “Cap de bonne Espérance”.

Distribution: Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Kenya, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland, Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Lusaka; Chalimbana; Chingola; Mufulira; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Duiwelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetzi (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoutpansberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterberg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953); Johannesburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); St. Lucia (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Umtata (Swanepoel, 1953); Queenstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Kokstad (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Cape Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Malmesbury (Swanepoel, 1953); Piketberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Citrusdal (Swanepoel, 1953); Ceres (Swanepoel, 1953); Worcester (Swanepoel, 1953); Swellendam (Swanepoel, 1953); Caledon (Swanepoel, 1953); George (Swanepoel, 1953).

Northern Cape Province – Namaqualand (Swanepoel, 1953); Augrabies (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Stegi (Swanepoel, 1953).
Common name: Bush bronze; common bush blue.

Habitat: Moist savanna, usually on the banks of streams in wooded habitats.  It is often found in gardens (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Also in open areas in the forest zone and in dry forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A common butterfly that usually flies quite slowly, a metre or two above the ground, in fairly dense bush often settling on flowers, grass stems or other low vegetation (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Males mud-puddle and both sexes often come to flowers (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year except in cooler areas where it is scarce in winter (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 230 [Mt. Elgon, Kenya].


The larva feeds on the flowers and seeds of the food-plants.  Egg.  Very small, greenish-white, and much flattened, with a large part of the central area depressed and darkened.  It is laid on the immature flower-spikes, on the calyces or among the flowers.  Diameter 0.25-0.5 mm.  Larva.  Of almost any imaginable colour, green, purple, maroon, brown, etc., according to the particular lamiate on which it is feeding, and is in fact one of the most wonderful examples of procrypsis among the Lycaenidae.  To give only one case:  On Coleus [Plectranthus] lactiflorus, it is bright green with the scalloped edges of the sides, the ‘teeth’ of the dorsal ridge, and the anal segments rich bluish-purple, while the extreme points of the dorsal ‘teeth’ are white.  This merges completely with the coloration of the flower-spikes.  The dorsal ridge is double, the dividing ‘valley’ being broader anteriorly, collar small, and the whole very hairy.  There is no sign of tubercles or gland.  Length 15 mm.  Pupa.  Light brownish with minute black speckling and two black dorso-lateral stripes.  It is narrow and of nearly equal width throughout.  Head-case very broad and blunt, and thorax slightly ridged.  The pupa is very hairy and the hair both in the larval and pupal stages seems to be a further advance in procrypsis, for the food-plants are also mostly hairy.  Length 9 mm.  Parasites.  The Hymenoptera bred were three species of Anilastus (Ichneumonidae) and a species of Tetrastichus (Chalcidae).

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 56 [as Cacyreus lingeus lingeus; near Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape].


“Egg.  0.5 mm diam. x 0.3 mm high.  Laid singly among buds.  Eggs hatch after 6 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.75 mm, growing to 1.75 mm in 3 days; 2nd instar growing to 3 mm in 4-5 days; 3rd instar growing to 6 mm in 5-8 days; 4th instar growing to 11.5 mm in 7-11 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd to 4th instars.  There are no tubercles.  Larvae feed on the buds and flowers and they also feed on the pith of young shoots, by boring into the sides of the latter.  They can extend their necks an appreciable distance into a bud or shoot.  There is a considerable variation in the shades of colour.  The discarded skin is not generally eaten.  There is a succession of broods.  Pupa.  8.5 mm.  Secured to a leaf or twig by cremastral hooks entangled in a silken mat and by a girdle.  There are colour variations to suit surroundings.  Imago emerges after 10-15 days.  Parasites.  Larva killed in the 4th instar by tachinids: Blondelia spp.  Pupa killed by tachinids: Aplomyiella spp.”

Larval food:

Calamintha elgonensis Bullock (Lamiaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 230 (Kenya)].

Calamintha simensis Benth. (Lamiaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 230 (Kenya)].

Geranium species (Geraniaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Hemizygia flabellifolia S. Moore (Lamiaceae) [Mullin, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 235; Zimbabwe].

Lavandula angustifolia (Lamiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 110].

Lavandula species (Lamiaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 56].

Leonotis leonuris (Lamiaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Mentha species (Lamiaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 56].

Mentha spicata (Lamiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 110].

Nepeta species (Lamiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 110].

Pelargonium species (Geraniaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 229; this record needs to be confirmed].

Plastostema species (Lamiaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Plectranthus barbatus (Lamiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 110].

Plectranthus forskohlii (Willd.) Briq. (Lamiaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 230; as Coleus forskohlii (Kenya)].

Plectranthus lactiflorus Vatke (Lamiaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 230; as Coleus lactiflorus (Kenya)].

Salvia africana-caerulea (Lamiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 110].

Salvia species (Lamiaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 56].

Salvia repens (Lamiaceae) [Claassens, 2005].
Saturaja species (Lamiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 110].

Satureja species (Lamiaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

ericus Fabricius, 1793 (as sp. of Papilio).  Entomologia emendata et aucta 3 (1): 281 (488 pp.). Hafniae.  [Africa]: “Habitat in India Dom.”. [False locality.]
ciliaris Aurivillius, 1910 (as var. of Cupido lingeus).  In: Sjöstedt, B. Y., Wissenschaftliche Ergebnisse der Schweidischen zoologischen Expedition nach dem Kilimandjaro, dem Meru und den umgebeden Massaisteppen Deutsch-OstAfrikas 1905-1906.  2 (9): 9 (56 pp.). Stockholm.  Tanzania: “Meru-Berg in Regenwalde zwischen 3000 und 3500 m”.
Cacyreus marshalli Butler, 1898

Cacyreus marshalli Butler, 1898.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1897: 845 (835-857).
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Cacyreus marshalli.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Pretoria.  9.4.10.  A.J.T. Janse.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3914).

Type locality: South Africa: “Estcourt, 4000 ft; Frere, 3800 ft”.

Diagnosis: Similar to C. tespis but the upperside is darker brown and lacks a violaceous sheen (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Accidentally introduced into Europe – Spain, Portugal, France, Germany, Italy, Sicily (Cernigliaro et al 2003), Switzerland (Aistleitner, 2003), Netherlands (Poot , Wijnen and Veling, 2003).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Lusaka; Mufulira.  Its presence in Zambia may be due to importation of the larval food plant bearing early stages of the butterfly (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoekmekaar (Swanepoel, 1953); Leydsdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoutpansberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Williams).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Zeerust (Swanepoel, 1953).
Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).

Free State Province – Ladybrand (Swanepoel, 1953); Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Kroonstad (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Uitenhage (Swanepoel, 1953); Cradock (Swanepoel, 1953); Queenstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Umtata (Swanepoel, 1953); Kokstad (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Cape Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Piketberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Paarl (Swanepoel, 1953); Worcester (Swanepoel, 1953); Tulbagh (Swanepoel, 1953); Matjesfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Caledon (Swanepoel, 1953); Swellendam (Swanepoel, 1953); Oudtshoorn (Swanepoel, 1953); George (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Common geranium bronze; geranium blue.

Habitat: A variety of habitats, including gardens.

Habits: Has a slow, fluttering flight, usually around or in close proximity to the larval host plants.  Both sexes often feed from flowers (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year in suitable localities, summer in cooler regions (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1952: 31.

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 60 [as Cacyreus marshalli; Newton Park, Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape].


“Egg.  0.5 mm diam. x 0.3 mm high.  Laid singly on or near a bud or young seeds.  Eggs hatch after some 6 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.    Larva.  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2 mm in 8 days; 2nd instar growing to 3 mm in 8 days; 3rd instar growing to 6 mm in 8 days; 4th instar growing to 13 mm in 9 days.  The larvae have neither honey-gland nor tubercles.  There is colour variation with extremes of yellow shades, with or without pink markings, to shades of green, with or without pink markings; also intermediate shades.  When feeding on seeds, larvae are not easily seen.  The ‘discards’, after a moult, are not eaten.  Pupa.  9 mm.  Secured to bits of rubbish by the cremastral hooks, which are entangled in a silken mat, and by a girdle.  Pupae vary in colour – in shades of green, pale yellow or brown, with brown mottling.  They are very hairy.  The imago emerges after 13-19 days.  Parasites.  Larva killed by Apantales sp. in the 3rd instar; and by small tachinids and small braconids in the final instar.”

Sarto & Maso, 1991.

Larval food:

Pelargonium species (Geraniaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 60].

Geranium species (Geraniaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 60].

Pelargonium cucullatum (Geraniaceae) [Kroon, 1999].

Pelargonium fulgidum (Geraniaceae) [Kroon, 1999].

Relevant literature:

Adge, 2002; Anken, 1996a; Anken, 1996b; Anken, et al., 1996; Anon, 1993a; Anon, 1995; Anon, 1998; Baufeld, 1993; Billi, et al., 1999; Boness & Schmitz, 1993; CABI/EPPO, 1997; Cernigliaro et al, 2003; Cervello, 1995; Crawforth, 1998; Dantart, 1996; Eitschberger & Stamer, 1990; European and Mediterranean etc., 2002; Fernandez, et al., 1998; Fernandez-Ruiz, 1996; Filus, et al., 2001; Grey, 1992; Grey, 1993; Gries, 2000a; Gries, 2000b; Halstead, 1999; White, 2004.

Cacyreus niebuhri Larsen, 1982

Cacyreus niebuhri Larsen, 1982.  Biologiske Skrifter 23 (3): 43 (76 pp.).

Type locality: Yemen: “Ibb Province, Jabal Bada’an, 2400 m”.

Distribution: Yemen.  Known only from the vicinity of the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cacyreus tespis (Herbst, 1804)

Papilio tespis Herbst, 1804.  Natursystem aller bekannten in- und ausländischen Insekten. Der Schmetterlinge 11: 270 (392 pp.). Berlin.
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Cacyreus tespis tespis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 22mm.  Golden Gate Highlands National Park, Free State Province, South Africa.  9-14 January, 2001.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
[image: image59.jpg]


[image: image60.jpg]



Cacyreus tespis tespis.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Golden Gate Highlands National Park, Free State Province, South Africa.  9-14 January, 2001.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “der Kap”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), Lesotho.

Common name: Water bronze; water blue; water geranium blue.

Habitat: Wet areas, marshes and stream banks in grassland.  In southern Africa it occurs from sea-level to the highest mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994) but in Kenya it is rarely found at altitudes below 2 000 m (Larsen, 1991).

Habits: The flight is relatively slow and close to the ground.  They perch on low vegetation, often basking with the wings held two-thirds open.  Both sexes regularly visit flowers.

Flight period: All year but only summer in cold regions.

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1952: 30.

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 57 [as Cacyreus palemon; Newton Park, Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape].


“Egg.  0.5 mm diam. x 0.3 mm high.  Laid singly on buds and young seeds.  Eggs hatch after 6 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.    Larva.  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2 mm in 8 days; 2nd instar growing to 3 mm in 8 days; 3rd instar growing to 6 mm in 8 days; 4th instar growing to 12.5-13.5 mm in 9 days.  The larvae have neither honey-gland nor tubercles.  There is a big variation in colour to match the surroundings: shades of green, pink, red and, in the earlier instars, yellow.  Larvae burrow into seeds with, generally, only the hindmost segments visible.  They are not easily detected.  There is a succession of broods, through the summer months.  The discarded skin is not eaten after moulting.  Pupa.  9-10 mm.  Secured to rubbish or twigs by the cremastral hooks, which are entangled in a mat, and by a girdle.  The colour varies from dull yellowish white to shades of green or brown, but all the colours are relieved by darker markings.  Pupae are always very hairy.  The imago emerges after some 13-20 days.  Parasites.  Larva killed by an Apantales sp. in the 3rd instar, and by a tachinid, Blondelia sp., in the final instar; also Aplomyiella laeviventris.  Pupa killed by the tachinid Aplomyiella laeviventris.”

Larval food:

(Probably) Pelargonium (Geraniaceae) [Trimen, in Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 2: 68].

Pelargonium species (Geraniaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 57].

Geranium species (Geraniaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 57].

Cacyreus tespis tespis (Herbst, 1804)

Papilio tespis Herbst, 1804.  Natursystem aller bekannten in- und ausländischen Insekten. Der Schmetterlinge 11: 270 (392 pp.). Berlin.
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Cacyreus tespis tespis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 22mm.  Golden Gate Highlands National Park, Free State Province, South Africa.  9-14 January, 2001.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
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Cacyreus tespis tespis.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Golden Gate Highlands National Park, Free State Province, South Africa.  9-14 January, 2001.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “der Kap”.

Diagnosis: In Lesotho and at Clarens in the Free State Province a large proportion of individuals are un-tailed (f. ecaudata) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu, Maniema), Rwanda, Burundi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (eastern border), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Haenertsburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Volksrust (Swanepoel, 1953); Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Johannesburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Free State Province – Throughout eastern areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Golden Gate Highlands National Park (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Balgowan (Swanepoel, 1953); Vryheid (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Cradock (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Queenstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Molteno (Swanepoel, 1953); Zuurberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Dordrecht (Swanepoel, 1953); Kokstad (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Cape Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Paarl (Swanepoel, 1953); Worcester (Swanepoel, 1953); Swellendam (Swanepoel, 1953); George (Swanepoel, 1953); Knysna (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Western mountain areas (Swanepoel, 1953).
Lesotho – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Mahlasela Pass.

palemon Stoll, 1782 (as sp. of Papilio).  in Stoll, 1780-2.  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 4 [part]: 209 (29-252). Amsteldam & Utrecht.  South Africa: “Cap de bonne Espérance.  [Invalid, nec Papilio palaemon Pallas, 1771; Koçak, 1996 (Centre for Entomological Studies Miscellaneous Papers 27-28: 13 (10-16)).].

fracta Grünberg, 1911 (as var. of Cupido palemon).  Uganda: “Nörd. v. Albert-Edward-See, Ruwnzori, Westseite ... 2000 m”.  Wissenschaftliche Ergibnisse der Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1907-1908. 3 (17): 545 (506-560), 4 pls. Leipzig.
ecaudata Stempffer, 1950 (as f. of Cacyreus palemon).  Revue Française d’Entomologie 17: 144 (135-149).  Lesotho: “Mokhotlong, 7.000 pieds (Basutoland)”.
Cacyreus tespis ghimirra Talbot, 1935

Cacyreus palemon ghimirra Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 148 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

Cacyreus tespis ghimirra Talbot, 1935.  Koçak, 1996.

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Shoa Ghimirra province”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (highlands).

Cacyreus virilis Stempffer, 1936

Cacyreus virilis Stempffer, 1936.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 41: 283 (283-284).
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Cacyreus virilis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Makapans Cave.  28.2.1941.  G. & E. van Son.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3912).
Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Mashonaland”; Mozambique: “Makulane”; South Africa: “Transvaal, Johannesburg”; Tanzania: “Tanganyika: Arusha District, Ruvubu River”; Kenya: “Afrique Orientale anglaise: Nandi”; Angola: “Upper Cubango; Cunene Watershed, 5500 pieds”.

Diagnosis: Difficult to separate from C. lingeus.  In virilis the brown costal mark on the hindwing underside, about one third of the distance from the wing base, is angled inwards towards the abdomen, whereas in lingeus this mark is angled downwards.

Distribution: Senegal (A. Teobaldelli teste Larsen, 2005a), Guinea, Nigeria (Larsen, 1983: 164), Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo (Kabinda, Lualaba), Zambia (widespread), Malawi, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Swaziland, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province).  Also in Saudi Arabia (south-west) – Yemen, Oman.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Jos Plateau (Larsen, 1983: 164).

Zambia – Lusaka; Chalimbana; Mufulira; Mkushi; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams).
Western Cape Province – Strandfontein (A. Duke; record requires confirmation).

Common name: Mocker bronze; mocker blue; eastern bush blue; alternative bush blue.

Habitat: Savanna.

Habits: Both sexes come to flowers and males mud-puddle.  Individuals are often encountered flying for long distances, in a straight line (Larsen, 1991).  Often found in localized colonies in areas with short grass (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year but scarce in winter in cooler areas (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 57 [as Cacyreus virilis; Shongweni, KwaZulu-Natal].


“Egg.  0.4-0.5 mm diam. x 0.25-0.3 mm high, pure white with a delicate, somewhat irregular tracery of fine ribbing, arranged in broken, reversed involute curves, about 16 in each direction, emanating from the micropyle and continuing diagonally down the sides, where the intersections are punctuated by small moles.  Eggs are laid on buds or young flowers and hatch after some 6 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.     Larva.  1st instar 0.7 mm, growing to 1.5 mm in 5 days; 2nd instar growing to 2.5 mm in 5 days; 3rd instar growing to 6 mm in 6 days; 4th instar growing to 11-12 mm in 9 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 3rd and 4th instars, but there are no tubercles.  There is marked colour variation.  The larva was depicted in colour only up to the end of the 2nd instar.  A pencil drawing of the 3rd instar (dorsal view), which is not included in the plate, shows the larva at this stage to be very similar, superficially, to the 3rd instar larva of C. lingeus.  Pupa.  8.5 mm.  Secured to a leaf or twig by the cremastral hooks, which are entangled in a silken mat, and by a girdle.  There are colour variations as in C. lingeus.  The imago emerges after 10-15 days.  Parasites.  Larva killed by species of Tachinidae; Blondelia and Aplomyiella species have been noted.  The maggot emerges from the side of the 4th instar larva or from the pupa, falls to the ground and pupates in rubbish after 24-36 hours.”

Larval food:

Plectranthus species (Lamiaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 57; as Coleus species].

Salvia species (Lamiaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 57].

Calamintha species (Lamiaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 57].

Lavandula species (Lamiaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 57].

Nepeta species (Lamiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 110].

Satureja species (Lamiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 110].
virilis Aurivillius, 1924 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as ab. of Cupido lingeus).  (Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 463 (614 pp.).  No locality.
Genus Harpendyreus Heron, 1909
Transactions of the Zoological Society of London 19: 158 (141-178).
Type-species: Harpendyreus reginaldi Heron, by monotypy.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 15 species.

Harpendyreus aequatorialis (Sharpe, 1892)

Lycaena aequatorialis Sharpe, 1892.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1891: 637 (633-638).

Type locality: Kenya: “Mount Elgon”.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: Equatorial mountain blue.

Habitat: Montane grassland and moorland.  In Kenya it occurs at altitudes of 2 500 to 4 000 m (Larsen, 1991).

Habits: Both sexes fly weakly, low down, among grass (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Harpendyreus aequatorialis aequatorialis (Sharpe, 1892)

Lycaena aequatorialis Sharpe, 1892.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1891: 637 (633-638).

Type locality: Kenya: “Mount Elgon”.

Distribution: Kenya.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Mt Kenya; Aberdares; Mt Elgon (Larsen, 1991); Kikuyu Escarpment.

sharpiae Butler, 1901 (as sp. of Cyclyrius).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1900: 929 (911-946).  Kenya: “Roromo”.
Harpendyreus aequatorialis vulcanica (Joicey & Talbot, 1924)

Cyclirius [sic] vulcanica Joicey & Talbot, 1924.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 547 (539-564).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Arusha district, Great Craters: 7,000- 7,500 feet; Olomoti Crater, 10,000 ft”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north - highlands), Democratic Republic of Congo (Ruwenzori Mountains).
Harpendyreus argenteostriata Stempffer, 1961

Harpendyreus argenteostriata Stempffer, 1961.  Annales Musée Royal de l’Afrique Centrale (8) 94: 65 (73 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kivu, Mt. Muhi, 3.315 m”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu), Rwanda.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
collinsi Kielland, 1987 (as sp. of Harpendyreus).  Lambillionea 87: 42 (38-45, 75-79).  Rwanda: “Nyungwe, 2199 m”.
Harpendyreus berger Stempffer, 1976

Harpendyreus berger Stempffer, 1976.  Revue Zoologique Africaine 90: 347 (343-353).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mts Uluguru: Lukwangule Plateau, 2400-2600 m”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-central).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Harpendyreus boma (Bethune-Baker, 1926)

Cyclyrius boma Bethune-Baker, 1926.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 402 (384-402).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Boma Musinga”.

Distribution: Tanzania (south - highlands).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Harpendyreus hazelae Stempffer, 1973

Harpendyreus hazelae Stempffer, 1973.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 78: 223 (223-225).
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Harpendyreus hazelae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Misuku Hills, 5500', Mugesse, Malawi.  24 June ‘74.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H428).

Type locality: Malawi: “North Malawi, north west of the Munghesse Forest edge, Missuku [Misuku] hills, 5500'”.

Distribution: Malawi, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Malawi – Misuku Hills (TL) (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zambia – Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Harpendyreus juno (Butler, 1897)

Cyclyrius juno Butler, 1897.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 830 (817-850).
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Harpendyreus juno.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 19mm.  Nyika, Zambia.  20/viii/1977.  Fisher.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Harpendyreus juno.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 19mm.  Nyika, Zambia.  20/viii/1977.  Fisher.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Malawi: “Kasungu Mountain, 7075-7425 feet alt., Nyika”.

Distribution: Tanzania (south), Malawi (north), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Harpendyreus kisaba (Joicey & Talbot, 1921)

Catochrysops kisaba Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 100 (40-166).

Type locality: Rwanda: “Kisaba Forest, E. Lake Kivu, 2200 m”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu), Rwanda.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
ruandensis Joicey & Talbot, 1924 (as ssp. of Cyclirius [sic] juno).  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 548 (539-564).  Rwanda: “Rugege Forest, 8,000 feet”; Democratic Republic of Congo: “Oso River to north-west Kivu district”.
Harpendyreus major (Joicey & Talbot, 1924)

Cyclirius [sic] major Joicey & Talbot, 1924.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 548 (539-564).
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Harpendyreus major.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Rugege Forest, Nyungwe, Rwanda.  5-VI-78.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Marungu Plateau, south-west [Lake] Tanganyika 7,000 feet”; Tanzania: “Mkoma Mountains, South Urindi district, East 

Tanganyika”; Rwanda: “Mkoko River, Ruanda district”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south-east - Tanganika), Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania (south), Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Harpendyreus marlieri Stempffer, 1961

Harpendyreus marlieri Stempffer, 1961.  Annales Musée Royal de l’Afrique Centrale (8) 94: 64 (73 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kivu: Mt. Muhi, 2.800 m”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.  Known only from males from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Harpendyreus marungensis (Joicey & Talbot, 1924)

Cyclirius [sic] aequatorialis marungensis Joicey & Talbot, 1924.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 547 (539-564).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Marunga Plateau, south-west Lake Tanganyika”.

Distribution: Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Common name: Central mountain blue.

Habitat: Montane grassland.  Also in moist savanna and on road verges in forest.  In Kenya it is usually found at altitudes above 1 800 m but may occur at lower altitudes.

Habits: Specimes fly weakly among short grass. 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Harpendyreus marungensis marungensis (Joicey & Talbot, 1924)

Cyclirius [sic] aequatorialis marungensis Joicey & Talbot, 1924.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 547 (539-564).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Marunga Plateau, south-west Lake Tanganyika”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south-east - Tanganika), Tanzania (south-west).
Harpendyreus marungensis mangalisae Kielland, 1986

Harpendyreus marungensis mangalisae Kielland, 1986.  Lambillionea 86: 147 (137-154).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mpawapwa District, Rubeho Mts., Mangalisa Mt. 2100 m”.

Distribution: Tanzania (Mpapwa district, north of the Ruaha Gorge),
Harpendyreus marungensis wollastoni (Bethune-Baker, 1926)

Cyclyrius wollastoni Bethune-Baker, 1926.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 402 (384-402).

Type locality: Uganda: “Ruwenzori Mt., 10,000 ft”.

Distribution: Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kitale; Kakamega; Nandi; Tiriki (Larsen, 1991).
Harpendyreus meruana (Aurivillius, 1910)

Cupido juno race meruana Aurivillius, 1910.  In: Sjöstedt, B. Y., Wissenschaftliche Ergebnisse der Schweidischen zoologischen Expedition nach dem Kilimandjaro, dem Meru und den umgebeden Massaisteppen Deutsch-OstAfrikas 1905-1906.  2 (9): 10 (56 pp.). Stockholm.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Meru-Berg: Regenwald 3000-3500 m”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north - Mt Meru).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Harpendyreus noquasa (Trimen & Bowker, 1887)

Lycaena noquasa Trimen & Bowker, 1887.  South-African butterflies: a monograph of the extra-tropical species 2 Erycinidae and Lycaenidae: 64 (242 pp.). London.

Type locality: South Africa: “Upper Districts.- Maritzburg and Howick; Curry’s [Post]”.

Original description:

“Exp. al., male 10-11 lin.; female 11 lin.  Male.  Bright pale violaceous-blue; fore-wing rather broadly, hind-wing narrowly bordered with fuscous-grey; cilia greyish, paler outwardly.  Fore-wing:  border commencing very narrowly on costa beyond middle, but immediately becoming broad at apex, and thence gradually narrowing along hind-margin almost to a point at posterior angle.  Hind-wing: costa narrowly greyish; inner-margin greyish mixed with white; border of moderate width at apex, but suddenly narrowed on second subcostal nervule, and thence almost linear to anal angle; hind-marginal spot between first and second median nervules rather large, round, black, conspicuous; no tail.  Under side:  Dull yellowish-grey, slightly browner than in L. Tsomo, Trim., but with the markings almost identical with those in that species, only their white edges being better marked.  Fore-wing: discal band more incurved at its lower extremity.  Hind-wing: discal band straighter inferiorly; white band beyond this not so suffused inwardly, so that its component lunules are distinct; hind-marginal black spot larger, rounder, its outer position with a few bluish-silvery scales.  Female.  Pale brown with a reddish tinge; a small basi-inner-marginal violaceous-blue space in fore-wing, and a very small basal one in hind-wing.  Fore-wing: blue extends from base over inner-marginal border to a little beyond middle, occupying lower part of discoidal cell, and extending thinly over median nervules near their origin.  Hind-wing: blue almost limited to discoidal cell, there being only a few scattered blue scales over lower discal area; hind-marginal black spot ringed with bluish-white; above it, traces of two imperfect smaller similar annulets on hind-margin.  Under side: as in male.”
Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga – Breyton (Swanepoel, 1953); Long Tom Pass (Pringle, et al., 1994); Verloren Valei (Pringle, et al., 1994); Wakkerstroom (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Curry’s Post (TL); Pietermaritzburg (Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Howick (Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Loteni (Swanepoel, 1953); Giant’s Castle (Swanepoel, 1953); Balgowan (Swanepoel, 1953); Karkloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Wing Walk Farm, Karkloof.

Swaziland – Mbabane (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Marsh blue.

Habitat: As the common name indicates it is usually found in marshy areas and along stream beds.  These habitats are in montane grassland.

Habits: 

Flight period: There are strong spring and autumn broods but specimens are also seen in the intervening months (Pringle, et al., 1994)

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Alchemilla capensis Thunb. (Rosaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 240].
Harpendyreus notoba (Trimen, 1868)

Lycaena notoba Trimen, 1868.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1868: 91 (69-96).  [Spelt as notobia by some workers – see Pringle, et al., 1994: 240 for a discussion of this].

Type locality: South Africa: “near Murraysburg; Trans-Vaal territory”.

Distribution: Zimbabwe (a single record), Botswana, South Africa (North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Hope Fountain near Bulawayo (Jones; single male).

Botswana – Sepoto; Maun; Tsau (Pinhey); Gemsbok Pan, Ghanzi district (Transvaal Museum).

North West Province – Potchefstroom (Swanepoel, 1953); Ottosdal (Swanepoel, 1953); Wolmaransstad (Pringle, et al., 1994); Vryburg district (Pringle, et al., 1994); Lichtenburg (Williams, 2002, unpublished).

Gauteng – Springs (Swanepoel, 1953); Heidelberg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Hebron (Swanepoel, 1953); Boshof (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Cradock (Swanepoel, 1953); Somerset East (Swanepoel, 1953); Middelburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Carlton (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Murraysburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Northern Cape Province – Noupoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Colesburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Bletterman (Swanepoel, 1953); De Aar (Swanepoel, 1953); Barkly West (Swanepoel, 1953); Kimberley (Swanepoel, 1953); Belmont (Swanepoel, 1953); Kolberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Fraserburg (Pringle, et al., 1994); Theekloof Pass (Pringle, et al., 1994); Sutherland (Pringle, et al., 1994); Calvinia (Pringle, et al., 1994); Kuruman district (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Salvia blue.

Habitat: Karoo and savanna thornveld, with some incursion into grassland.

Habits: Flies low down, almost invariably in the vicinity of its herbaceous, pale blue-flowered larval host-plant.  Females are always encountered nearby the host-plant but males may disperse for some distance from them during the warmer hours of the day (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: The summer months, but more plentiful in spring (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 53 [as Harpendyreus notobia; Bethesda Road, Eastern Cape].


“Egg.  0.7 mm diam. x 0.6 mm high.  White, with very extended moles, especially round the micropyle.  Laid singly in the bracts, particularly among buds.  Eggs hatch after 6 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.95 mm, growing to 2 mm in 6 days; 2nd instar growing to 3 mm in 5 days; 3rd instar growing to 7 mm in 5 days; 4th instar growing to 13 mm in 11 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 3rd and 4th instars.  There are no tubercles.  There is a big colour variation, especially in the final instar.  The ground-colour is yellow, pale dull yellow or dull green.  The markings are pink, dull green or blue-green.  Larvae are difficult to detect but their droppings indicate their presence.  Larvae moult where they are feeding but generally pupate among dried leaves.  Some Salvia species have very sticky buds but this does not affect the movement of larvae.  Pupa.  8.5 mm for males but up to 9.5 mm for some females.  There are no cremastral hooks; pupae are found among dried leaves, near the base of the plants.  Emergence takes place after some 12 days.  Parasites.  Egg and larva.  The particular Salvia which this species favours is covered with small beads of a sticky substance which traps small braconids and chalcids and, in a degree, protects the larvae and eggs from their attacks.”

Larval food:

Salvia radula Benth. (Lamiaceae) [Rossouw, vide Clark and Dickson, 1971: 53].

Salvia verbenaca (Lamiaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Harpendyreus reginaldi Heron, 1909

Harpendyreus reginaldi Heron, 1909.  Transactions of the Zoological Society of London 19: 159 (141-178).

Type locality: Uganda: “Mubuku Valley, E. Ruwenzori 6000-13,000 ft”.

Distribution: Uganda (west - Ruwenzori, Toro, Kigezi), Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo (east – Kivu).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Harpendyreus tsomo (Trimen, 1868)

Lycaena tsomo Trimen, 1868.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1868: 91 (69-96).

Type locality: South Africa: “near the River Tsomo”.

Diagnosis: Specimens from Kokstad and Gaika’s Kop sometimes have a small amount of violaceous colouring on the upperside of the wings (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Free State Province – Ladybrand (Swanepoel, 1953); Thaba Nchu (Swanepoel, 1953); Ficksburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Bloemfontein - Sepani (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterval (Swanepoel, 1953); Modder River (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Kokstad (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Eastern Cape Province – Tsomo River (Bowker); Burghersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Dordrecht (Swanepoel, 1953); Cala (Swanepoel, 1953); Somerset East (Swanepoel, 1953); Hogsback (Swanepoel, 1953); Zuurberg Pass (Swanepoel, 1953); Gaika’s Kop (Swanepoel, 1953); Camdeboo Mountains (the Pringles); Amatola Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Lesotho – Maseru (Swanepoel, 1953); Oxbow (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Tsomo blue.

Habitat: On the banks of streams and in marshy areas in montane grassland (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Flies low down, with a slow fluttering flight (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: October to March (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Mentha species (Lamiaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 240].
Genus Leptotes Scudder, 1876
Bulletin of the Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences 3: 124 (98-129).  [13:1:20]

Type-species: Lycaena theonus Lucas, by original designation [extralimital].

= Syntarucus Butler, 1901.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1900: 929 (911-946). Type-species: Papilio telicanus Lang, by original designation.

= Syntarucoides Kaye, 1904.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1904: 190 (159-229).  Type-species: Papilio cassius Cramer, by original designation [extralimital].

= Langia Tutt 1906 in Tutt, 1905-6.  A natural history of the British butterflies; their world-wide variation and geographical distribution 1: 314 (479 pp.). London.  Type-species: Papilio telicanus Lang, by original designation.  [Invalid; junior homonym of Langia Moore, 1872, and objective synonym of Syntarucus Butler].

= Raywardia Tutt, 1908.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 20: 143 (143-144).   [Unnecessary replacement name for Langia Tutt.]

A fairly cosmopolitan genus containing 17 species, 13 of which are found in the Afrotropical Region.  The distribution of one of the Afrotropical species extends into the Palaearctic.

Most species of Leptotes are very difficult to identify on their facies alone.  The genitalia of each species are, however, diagnostically useful [see Kroon, 1973; Vari, 1976 and Henning & Henning, 1989 – refs in Pringle, et al., 1994: 237].

Leptotes adamsoni Collins & Larsen, 1991

Leptotes adamsoni Collins & Larsen, 1991 in Larsen, 1991.  The butterflies of Kenya and their natural history: 232, 440 (490 pp.). Oxford.

Type locality: Kenya: “Kora Rock, Tana River Expedition”.

Distribution: Kenya (Near Kora Town, Tana River).  Known only from the type series.

Common name: Adamson’s zebra blue.

Habitat: Riverine vegetation, with Cordia sinensis as the dominant plant.

Habits: Specimens were noted feeding from the flowers of a creeper (Premna sp.) (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Leptotes babaulti (Stempffer, 1935)

Syntarucus babaulti Stempffer, 1935.  Mission Scientifique de l’Omo 2: 235 (219-240). Paris.
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Leptotes babaulti.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Barberton, Transvaal, S. Africa.  12 Nov 72.  G.A. Henning.  (Henning collection - H431).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kitale”.

Diagnosis: In the male genitalia the end of the valve is very broad but is obliquely angled, with about 20 very small teeth (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Benin, Nigeria, Kenya, Zambia (widespread), Zimbabwe, Mozambique, South Africa (Mpumalanga).  Also in Yemen.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Lusaka; Chalimbana; Lumangwe Falls; Mporokoso; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Xiluvo (Kroon).

Zimbabwe – Harare (A. Duke); Mutare; Vumba Mountains; Burma Valley (Kroon).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (G. Henning); Lydenburg (Rossouw); Noordkaap; Morgenzon Forestry; Blyderivierspoort Nature Reserve (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Babault’s zebra blue.

Habitat: Savanna bushveld at 1 000 m, riverine bush, to montane grassland at 1 900 m (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: As for L. pirithous.

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Probably Plumbago auriculata (Plumbaginaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 111].
juncta Dufrane, 1953 (as f. of Tarucus pulchra).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 89: 56 (41-57).  Rwanda: “Le Muhari, territoire Shangagu, Ruanda, altitude 1500 m”.
ornata Dufrane, 1954 (as f. of Syntarucus babaulti).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 90: 68 (66-68).  Ethiopia: “Abyssinie, 1909 (sana localité précise)”.
Leptotes brevidentatus (Tite, 1958)

Syntarucus brevidentatus Tite, 1958.  Entomologist 91: 189 (189-191).
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Leptotes brevidentatus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Kings Kloof, Krugersdorp, Transvaal, S. Africa.  23.4.72.  G.A. Henning.  (Henning collection - H432).

Type locality: Tanzania: “W. shore of L. Manyara”.

Diagnosis: Distinguished by the male genitalia, in which the valve ends very broadly, with about 10 small finger-like processes diminishing serially in size (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Guinea, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Nigeria, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province).  Also in Yemen.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Labe (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Burkina Faso – Bala (A. Gardiner teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kakum National Park (Larsen, 2005a); Shai Hills on the Accra Plains (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Shaki (Larsen, 2005a); Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Mufulira; Chirundu (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mpumalanga – Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).
Gauteng – Krugersdorp (G. Henning).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Murray).

Eastern Cape Province – near Port Elizabeth (Clark).

Western Cape Province – Cape Peninsula; Cape Town (Dickson); Dedgefield (Claassens).

Common name: Short-toothed zebra blue; Tite’s zebra blue.

Habitat: As for L. pirithous (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: As for L. pirithous (Pringle, et al., 1994).  This is the scarcest of the four similar species of Leptotes (pirithous, babaulti, jeanneli and brevidentatus) (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: As for L. pirithous (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 68 [as Syntarucus brevidentatus; near Port Elizabeth (Eastern Cape) and from Durban (KwaZulu-Natal)].


“Egg.  0.5 mm diam. x 0.3 mm high.  Laid singly among buds.  Pure white with two sets of white ribs, 24 in each, radiating in opposite directions, from the micropyle, in involute curves and continuing diagonally down the sides.  The intersections are punctuated by small moles.  Eggs hatch after 7 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.8 mm, growing to 1.75 mm in 4-5 days; 2nd instar growing to 3 mm in 4-5 days; 3rd instar growing to 5.5 mm in 5-8 days; 4th instar growing to 9-9.5 mm in 8-11 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd to 4th instars; tubercles in the 4th instar only, and each with 31 spines.  Larvae feed on the flowers and buds, extending their ‘necks’ to burrow well into these.  They moult where they are feeding and the old skin is left as an empty bag.  The colour varies considerably: green with white diagonal stripes, dull purple with white stripes, and variations in between, including pinkish purple.  All have white or pinkish marks on the side of the dorsum on segments 2, 3 and 9.  On Plumbago, ants are very limited owing to the sticky nature of the calyces of the flowers, to which dead ants and parasites are found adhering.  There is a rotation of broods.  Pupa.  6.5-7 mm.  Secured to a twig or dead leaves by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  The imago emerges after some 10 days.  Parasites.  Egg, larva and pupa – as for S. telicanus [Leptotes pirithous].”

Larval food:

Plumbago species (Plumbaginaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 68].

Indigofera species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 68].

Vigna species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 68].

Plumbago auriculata Lam. (Plumbaginaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 238].
Leptotes casca (Tite, 1958)

Syntarucus casca Tite, 1958.  Entomologist 91: 190 (189-191).

Type locality: Comoro Islands: “Anjouan I.”.

Distribution: Comoro Islands.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Leptotes cassioides (Capronnier, 1889)

Lycaena cassioides Capronnier, 1889.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 1889: 121 (118-127).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Aequator Stranden”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Leptotes jeanneli (Stempffer, 1935)

Syntarucus jeanneli Stempffer, 1935.  Mission Scientifique de l’Omo 2: 232 (219-240). Paris.
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Leptotes jeanneli.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Sabie.  5 Apr 71.  W. Teare.  (Henning collection - H433).

Type locality: Kenya: “mont Elgon versant est, 2.470 mètres”.

Diagnosis: Only the genitalia are diagnostic.  In the male the end of the valve is moderately broad with three or four moderately large finger-like processes gradually diminishing in size from the one end (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Benin, Nigeria, Kenya, Zambia (widespread), Zimbabwe, Swaziland, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga).  Also in Yemen.

Specific localiies:

Ghana – Kyabobo National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Mwinilunga; 60 km south of Mwinilunga; Mufulira; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Mutare; Vumba Mountains; Burma Valley (Kroon).

Limpopo Province – Entabeni (Hennings); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).
Mpumalanga – Sabie (Kroon); Lydenburg (Rossouw); Barberton; Mariepskop (Hennings).

Swaziland – Mbabane (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Jeannel’s zebra blue.

Habitat: As for L. pirithous.

Habits: As for L. pirithous.

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Leptotes marginalis (Stempffer, 1944)

Syntarucus marginalis Stempffer, [1944]: 124.  [? Get ref.]
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Leptotes marginalis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Ghibe-Tolley, Ethiopia.  28/ix/1997.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Uganda: “Ruwenzori”.

Distribution: Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Democratic Republic of Congo (South Kivu, Lualaba), Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kima; Suna; Kitale; Embu (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Ndola (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: Black-bordered zebra blue.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
marginalis Aurivillius, 1924 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as ab. of Cupido telicanus).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 470 (614 pp.).  “Ruwenzori”.
Leptotes mayottensis (Tite, 1958)

Syntarucus mayottensis Tite, 1958.  Entomologist 91: 191 (189-191).

Type locality: Comoro Islands: “Mayotte”.

Distribution: Comoro Islands.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Leptotes pirithous (Linnaeus, 1767)

Papilio pirithous Linnaeus, 1767.  Systema Naturae 1 (2), 12th edition: 790 (533-1328 pp.). Holmiae.
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Leptotes pirithous.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Inanda, Natal.  15.I.1955.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3918).
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Leptotes  pirithous.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Cintsa East, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 20-31 December, 2001; M.C. Williams (Williams collection).
Type locality: Algeria: “Algiriae”.

Diagnosis: In the male genitalia the entire distal (outer) portion of the valve is angled and narrows to a point (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Femon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Niger, Cameroon, Sao Tome & Principe (Principe), Kenya, Zambia (widespread), Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland.  Also in Arabia (south-western Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman), Madagascar, Mauritius, Reunion, Rodrigues.

Extralimital in North Africa and Europe.

Specific localities:

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).
Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Livingstone; Lusaka; Chisamba; Kapiri Mposhi; Mpongwe; Kitwe; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).
Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).
Mauritius – Widespread and very common, especially on the coast and in gardens (Davis & Barnes, 1991).

Common name: Common zebra blue.

Habitat: Most biomes, except primary forest and desert.  Altitudinally it is found from sea-level to high altitudes (Pringle, et al., 1994).  

Habits: This is a very common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Larsen (1991) notes that it sometimes joins mixed migrations in Kenya.  The flight is normally weak and specimens are usually found in the vicinity of the larval foodplant, settling frequently on the leaves or flowers.  They are usually noted flying around bushes and small trees (Davis & Barnes, 1991).  Both sexes feed avidly from various flowers.  Males are regularly seen drinking at damp patches, and occasionally on carrion (Larsen, 1991).  It is sometimes seen in numbers around Plumbago bushes, a major foodplant for the larva and source of nectar for the adult (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year in warmer areas (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Kirby, in De Villiers and Gueneé, 1835 [Europe] (Tab. Synopt. Lep. d'Eur.).


“Larva.  Purplish-red, the narrow oblique lines and the dorsal streak darker.”

Jackson, 1937: 233 [as Syntarucus telicanus plinius; Mt. Elgon, Kenya].


The larva feeds on the flowers, seeds and young terminal shoots of the food-plants.  Egg.  White, circular, and flattened, with a deep central depression.  Diameter about 0.5 mm.  It is laid on the underside of the leaflets or in the nodes of the secondary shoots.  Larva.  Dark sepia-brown with lighter brown lateral striation; the skin is velvety.  Along the dorsum is a broad, bluntly toothed double ridge, the segments being deeply incised and the space between the ridges broadening anteriorly.  The latter is of the dark sepia ground-colour, while the points of the ridge are lighter.  The collar is rather narrow, but moderately large, rounded in front with the margins slightly scalloped.  The anal segments are almost triangular, with the tubercles carried about half-way along them and placed much closer to each other than is usual, being midway between the centre and the edges.  They are comparatively very long, yellowish white structures, and carry the largest terminal rosettes of any lycaenid I have yet seen, consisting of spines of varying length, arranged perfectly symmetrically.  The gland orifice appears as a small dark patch immediately above the tubercles.  Length 15 mm.  Pupa.  Dull brown, speckled with black, with a black dorsal line and prominent black spots on either side in the depression between the thorax and abdominal segments.  It is entirely normal in shape, narrow across the head-case, with slight thoracic shoulders, and from these gradually broadens to the centre of the abdominal segments.  Length 10 mm.  Parasites.  The hymenopteran Tetrastichus sculpturatus Waterst. (Chalcidae) was bred.

Clark and Dickson, 1952: 32 [as Syntarucus telicanus].

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 64 [as Syntarucus telicanus; Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape].


“Egg.  0.5 mm diam. x 0.3 mm high.  Laid singly on buds or stalks supporting the buds.  Pale blue when laid, changing to white.  The ribs are white, arranged in two reversed sets of 20-22 each, radiating in involute curves from the micropyle and extending diagonally down the sides where they are crossed by horizontal ribs.  There are fairly deep indentations between the ribs on the upper surface.  Eggs hatch after 6-7 days.  The discarded shells are not eaten.    Larva.  1st instar 0.8 mm, growing to 1.8 mm in 6 days; 2nd instar growing to 3-4 mm in 6 days; 3rd instar growing to 6 mm in 6 days; 4th instar growing to 11 mm in 9 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 3rd and 4th instars.  The tubercles are present in the 4th instar and are crowned with 30 pale yellow, barbed spines.  Larvae feed on the flowers and developing seeds and by extending their necks they can reach the interior portion of the latter.  The colour is very variable, especially in the final instar, in which the larvae may diverge from an almost plain green to markings of various colours of salmon, pink, brown and white on a pale green ground.  The setae also vary in colour, thereby adding to or influencing the intensity of the apparent coloration of the larvae.  Moulting takes place where the larva is feeding; it merely crawls out of the old skin and leaves an empty bag, which is not eaten.  On Plumbago flowers, ants are not in evidence owing to the sticky nature of the calyx.  Dead parasites adhering to the flowers show the degree of protection the flowers give.  This sticky substance does not entrap the larvae.  There is a succession of broods.  Pupa.  8 mm.  Secured to a leaf, twig or stalk in a secluded spot by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  The colour is pale watery green or brown spotted with darker brown.  The imago emerges after some 20 days, but emergence can be earlier (after 10-11 days).  Parasites.  Egg attacked by very small chalcids, Trichogramma sp.  Larva attacked by tachinds, such as Aplomyia distans and Cadurciella rufipalpis; also by braconids – at least two species of Apantales.  Pupa attacked by ichneumonids, especially Pimpla sp.  It was noticed on one occasion that a young larva (in the 2nd instar) was eating a pupa which had just passed into this stage.”

Martin, 1976.

Larval food:

Burkea species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 64].

Burkea africana (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Cajanus cajan Druce (Fabaceae) [Davis & Barnes, 1991; Mauritius].

Crataegus species (Rosaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 64].

Crotalaria agatifolia Schwein. (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 330].

Indigofera arrecta Hochst. ex C. Rich. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 233 (Kenya)].

Indigofera erecta Hochst. (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 330].

Indigofera subargentea De Willd. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 233 (Kenya)].

Indigofera tinctoria (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 330].

Lantana camara L. (Verbenaceae) [Davis & Barnes, 1991; Mauritius].

Lythrum salicaria (Lythraceae) (flowers of) [Kirby, in De Villiers and Gueneé, 183 (Europe); Benyamini, 2004 (Israel)].

Medicago sativa L. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 233 (Kenya)].

Melilotus species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 64].

Mundulea species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 64].

Mundulea sericea (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Phaseolus species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Philenoptera sutherlandii (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Pisum species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 231].

Plumbago auriculata Lam. (Plumbaginaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 64; as Plumbago capensis].

Plumbago capensis Willdenow (Fabaceae) [Davis & Barnes, 1991; Mauritius].

Rhynchosia species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1952: 33].

Sesbania aegyptiaca Person (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 330].

Sesbania sesban L. (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 330].

Tecoma capensis [Kroon, 1999].
Tipuana tipu [Aguiar, et al., 2002; Madeira].

Vigna species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 64].

Vigna vexillata (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].

Virgilia oroboides (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Relevant literature:

Coutsis, 2001; Hall, 1998; Hall & Russell, 2001

telicanus Lang, 1789 (as sp. of Papilio).  Verzeichniss seiner Schmetterlinge (2nd edition): 47 (226 pp.). Augsberg.  France: “Aus dem sudlichen Frankreich”.

plinius Fabricius, 1793 (as sp. of Papilio).  Ent. Syst. 3 (1): 284.

insulana Aurivillius, 1909 (as f. of Cupido telicanus).  In: Voeltzkow, A., Reise in Ostafrika in den Jahren 1903-1905 2: 324 (309-348). Stuttgart.  Mozambique: “Insel Europa”.  Treated as a subspecies of Leptotes pirithous by Ackery et al., 1995: 644.  Synonymised with L. pirithous (Linnaeus, 1767) by Lees et al., 2003.  
Leptotes pulchra (Murray, 1874)

Lycaena pulchra Murray, 1874.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 524 (523-529).
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Leptotes pulchra.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Mashare, N. S.W.A.  6.5.78.  Dr J.B. Ball.  (Henning collection - H435).
Type locality: “West Africa”.

Diagnosis: Both sexes are relatively easily distinguished from those of other species in the genus by the paler and more iridescent blue colour on the upperside of the wings (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Liberia, Ghana, Nigeria, Niger, Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (north), Namibia (Caprivi), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Nakpanduri (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Weija Lagoon just west of Accra (C. Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Kaduna (Larsen, 2005a); Zaria (Larsen, 2005a); Yelwa (Larsen, 2005a); Borgu (Larsen, 2005a); Kano (Larsen, 2005a); Gashaka-Gumpti (D. Knoop, 1995).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mpongwe; Chirundu (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Maputo (Pennington).

Zimbabwe – on the banks of the Zambezi River above the Victoria Falls (Pennington); Vumba Mountains (Riley).

Botswana – Chobe (Larsen, 2005a).

Namibia – Katima Mulilo (Pringle, et al., 1994); Mashari; Katere (Ball).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).
KwaZulu-Natal – east side of Lake Merthley near Greytown (H. Cookson); south of the Enseleni River near Richards Bay (Swanepoel).

Common name: Sesbania zebra blue; beautiful zebra blue.

Habitat: Marshes and swampy areas, from dry savanna to wet forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Flutters slowly around its red-flowered larval host-plant (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Sesbania aegyptica (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 233].

Sesbania sesban (L.) Merr. (Fabaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 238].

Note: Nigerian populations of L. pulcher may represent a distinct subspecies, or even species (Larsen, 2005a).
deficiens Dufrane, 1953 (as f. of Tarucus pulchra).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 89: 56 (41-57).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “rivière Kikisi, zone minière sud de la Compagnie Minière des Grands Lacs Africains”.
Leptotes rabefaner (Mabille, 1877)

Lycaena rabefaner Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 7: 71 (71-73).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest and forest margins (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Leptotes socotranus (Ogilvie-Grant, 1899)

Tarucus socotranus Ogilvie-Grant, 1899.  Bulletin of the Liverpool Museums 2: 10 (10-11).

Type locality: Yemen: “Sokotra”.

Distribution: Yemen (Island of Socotra).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Leptotes terrenus (Joicey & Talbot, 1926)

Syntarucus terrenus Joicey & Talbot, 1926.  Entomologist 59: 224 (220-226).

Type locality: Sao Tome and Principe: “Sao Thomé”.

Distribution: Sao Tome and Principe (Island of Sao Tome).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Cyclyrius Butler, 1897
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 830 (817-850).
Type-species: Polyommatus webbianus Brullé, by original designation [extralimital].

= Cyclirius auctt.  An incorrect subsequent spelling of Cyclyrius Butler, 1897.

A genus containing two species, one of which is Afrotropical (Mauritius) and the other Palaearctic (Canary Islands).

Cyclyrius mandersi (Druce, 1907)

Nacaduba mandersi Druce, 1907.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 20: 219 (219-220).

Type locality: Mauritius.  Described by Druce from specimens collected by Manders in about 1900.

Distribution: Mauritius.

Specific localities:

Mauritius – Blue Bay in the south-east; Le Morne Brabant in the south-west; Flacq on the north-east coast (Davis & Barnes, 1991).

General notes:  Not seen by P.M.H. and J.P.L. Davis in the years 1967-1980; the status of the species is thus uncertain (Davis & Barnes, 1991).

Habitat: Apparently restricted to the coast (Davis & Barnes, 1991).

Habits: Reported to be a high flyer (Davis & Barnes, 1991).

Early stages:

Manders, 1908.

Larval food:

Caesalpinia boducella Fleming (Fabaceae) [Manders, 1908].
Genus Tuxentius Larsen, 1982
Biologiske Skrifter 23 (3): 46 (76 pp.).
Type-species: Lycaena melaena Trimen & Bowker, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 10 species.

One of the common names for the group is “pierrot”, which is derived from the French word for a clown with black and white facial make-up and costume.  The genera Tarucus and Zintha are usually included in the same common name group.

Tuxentius calice (Hopffer, 1855)

Lycaena calice Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 642 (639-643).
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Tuxentius calice calice.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 22mm.  [Label data illegible], S. Rhodesia.  16.9.1972.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3916).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Querimba”.

Distribution: Kenya, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania, Angola, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa.

Common name: White pierrot; white pie; white pied blue.

Habitat: Savanna.

Habits: Specimens flutter around trees, especially those that are the larval host, and the butterfly is often seen feeding from flowers.  Males frequently mud-puddle.  Occasionally males also show hilltopping behaviour but they seldon stay on the summit for long (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year but scarce in winter in southern Africa.

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 72 [as Castalius calice calice; between Pietermaritzburg and Greytown, KwaZulu-Natal].


“Egg.  0.45 mm diam. x 0.25 mm high.  Laid singly, generally between a thorn and a bud.  Eggs are white with two reversed sets of ribs radiating from the micropyle; at first, 16 per set, duplicating on the way to the edge.  Round the edge and part of the way down the sides the intersections are punctuated by raised moles, almost in the form of spines.  Eggs hatch after some 12 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.9 mm, growing to 1.8 mm in 6 days.  The honey-gland and tubercles are present in the 3rd and 4th instars.  The larva, on emergence, is light yellow with equally pale neck- and anal-shields, while the head is light yellowish brown.  Many of the lateral setae are finely barbed and a large number of the other setae are slightly barbed.  The setae as a whole are light coloured but the larger dorsal ones brown or greyish brown.  In the 2nd instar the larva is pale green, with a medio-dorsal series of elongated brownish markings.  The considerably more numerous setae are to a large extent barbed – with the finer ones devoid of barbs, as shown in the illustration of the 7th segment.  In the 3rd instar the general colour of the larva is of a deeper green and the rather light coloured setae, which are nearly all well barbed, are distributed in large numbers over the surface of the body.  As the larva on which these observations were based failed to survive beyond this stage, no further details can be given in the present account of the life-history of C. calice.”

Larval food:

Ziziphus jujuba L. (= mauritiana Lamarck) (Rhamnaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 329].

Ziziphus mucronata Willd. (Rhamnaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 72].

Note: Larsen (1991: 233) says that records in the literature for Acacia species (Fabaceae) can probably be discounted.

Tuxentius calice calice (Hopffer, 1855)

Lycaena calice Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 642 (639-643).
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Tuxentius calice calice.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 22mm.  [Label data illegible], S. Rhodesia.  16.9.1972.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3916).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Querimba”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south - Kabinda, Lualaba, Shaba), Tanzania (south), Angola, Malawi, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Lukenia Hills; Thika; Nairobi (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Chirundu; Chilanga; Chingola; Mufulira; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Waterberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Chuniespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Paardevlei (Swanepoel, 1953); Letaba (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoutpansberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Masequa’a Poort (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Williams).
North West Province – Rustenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Johannesburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Weenen (Swanepoel, 1953).
Tuxentius calice gregorii (Butler, 1894)

Castalius gregorii Butler, 1894.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1894: 568 (557-593).

Type locality: Kenya: “Bondoni and Kapte Plains”.

Distribution: Kenya (central), Tanzania (north).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Lukenia Hills; Thika, Nairobi; Ol’Doinyo Sabuk (Larsen, 1991).

Note: Larsen (1991: 233) thinks that gregorii may be specifically distinct.
Tuxentius carana (Hewitson, 1876)

Lycaena carana Hewitson, 1876 in Hewitson, 1872-7.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 5: [88] (127 pp.). London.

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: Forest pied pierrot.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This is a common species, the males most often being seen when they mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).  Females are rarely encountered (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Tuxentius carana carana (Hewitson, 1876)

Lycaena carana Hewitson, 1876 in Hewitson, 1872-7.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 5: [88] (127 pp.). London.

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola (north), Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
Tuxentius carana kontu (Karsch, 1893)

Cupido kontu Karsch, 1893.  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 38: 227 (1-266).

Type locality: Togo: “Bismarckburg”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (west).
Tuxentius cretosus (Butler, 1876)

Castalius cretosus Butler, 1876.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 485 (480-490).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Atbara”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Mali, Nigeria, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Somalia, Uganda, Kenya.

Common name: Savanna pied pierrot.

Habitat: Dry (Sudan) savanna, but also in Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: The species is closely linked to its larval foodplant, which also serves as an important nectar source for the adults (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are avid mud-puddlers (Larsen, 2005a).  In windy weather individuals tend to stay within the crown of the thorny trees that are their larval foodplants, probably to avoid being blown away (Larsen, 1991). 

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 231.  (as Castalius cretosus; Mount Elgon, Kenya)


The larva feeds on the underside of the leaves of the food-plant, eating only the outer cortex and never through the leaf.  It is extremely hard to detect since the colour is exactly the same as that of the leaf, and it is always flattened against the surface.  Egg.  Minute, circular, and much flattened, with no central indentation.  It is pale yellow, and is laid singly on the under surface of a leaf.  Larva.  Broad and flattened, so much so that a cross-section would show much the same thickness from side to side.  The extremities are rounded and very similar; the margins are scalloped and fringed with long pale-yellowish hair.  Colour pale green with a narrow white dorsal line slightly raised above the general level.  The tubercles are placed half-way between the edges and this central line.  They are short thick structures without a rosette, and are exserted vertically.  The gland, between and just above them, appears as a darker line across the dorsal ridge.  Length 15 mm; width 5 mm.  Pupa.  Placed on the underside of a leaf.  It is dirty pinkish-brown with a few dark spots and streaks, and is slightly hairy.  It is narrow, with thorax ridged, and with the usual waist between this and the abdominal segments.  Length 10 mm.

Larval food:

Ziziphus jujuba Lam. (Rhamnaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 231; as Zizyphus jujuba (Kenya)].

Note: Larsen (2005a) states that more than one species may be subsumed under the name cretosus.
Tuxentius cretosus cretosus (Butler, 1876)

Castalius cretosus Butler, 1876.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 485 (480-490).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Atbara”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Kenya (coast).
Tuxentius cretosus lactinatus (Butler, 1886)

Castalius lactinatus Butler, 1886.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1885: 764 (756-776).

Type locality: Somalia: “Somali-Land”.

Distribution: Somalia.
Tuxentius cretosus nodieri (Oberthür, 1883)

Lycaena nodieri Oberthür, 1883.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 3: 12 (11-13).

Type locality: Senegal: “Les Khayes; Badoumbé”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Burkina Faso, Ghana (north), Mali, Nigeria (north), Cameroon (north), eastwards (eastern limits unknown).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Mole National Park (Larsen, 2005a).
anomalogramma Bethune-Baker, 1911 (as sp. of Castalius).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 8: 506 (506-542).  Senegal.
Tuxentius cretosus usemia (Neave, 1904)

Castalius usemia Neave, 1904.  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 340 (323-363).

Type locality: Kenya: “Ugaia; Nyangori; Usemi”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (north and west).
Tuxentius ertli (Aurivillius, 1907)

Cupido (Castalius) ertli Aurivillius, 1907.  Archiv för Zoologi 3 (19): 3 (7 pp.).
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Tuxentius ertli.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 19mm.  Luisenga N.R., nr. Mufindi, Tanzania.  04/iv/1995.  AJ & MW Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Tuxentius ertli.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 21mm.  Luisenga N.R., nr. Mufindi, Tanzania.  05/iv/1995.  AJ & MW Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Malawi: “Kigonsera”; Tanzania: “West Usambara”.

Distribution: Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Makutu Mountains; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: Ertli’s pierrot.

Habitat: Woodland at high elevations (Heath, et al., 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Gouania longispicata (Rhamnaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 112].
Tuxentius gabrieli Balint, 1999

Replacement name for Castalius melaena interruptus Gabriel, 1954.  See Balint, 1999 (Esperiana 7: 307 (307-309).

Type locality: Yemen: “Jebel Jihaf”,

Distribution: Yemen, Saudi Arabia (south-west).

Common name: Gabriel’s pierrot.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
interruptus Gabriel, 1954 (as a ssp. of Castalius melaena).  British Museum (Natural History) expedition to south-west Arabia 1937-8 1: 381 (351-391).  Yemen: “Jebel Jihaf”.  [Invalid preoccupied name - see Kemal, 1999: 7-8.]
gabriel Kemal, 1999 (replacement name for Castalius melaena interruptus, Gabriel, 1954).  (Centre for Entomological Studies Miscellaneous Papers 59: 7 (7-8)).
Tuxentius hesperis (Vári, 1976)

Castalius hesperis Vári, 1976.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 30: 133 (121-144).

Type locality: South Africa: “Vioolsdrif”.

Diagnosis: Differs from T. melaena mainly in the more extensive black markings on the upperside of the wings with the light markings correspongly reduced and of a more regular appearance.  On the underside the ground-colour is a light fawn colour, not white.  The hindwing tail is shorter than that of melaena (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Northern Cape Province – Vioolsdrif (TL); Groblershoop (I. Coetzer).

Common name: Western pierrot; western pie; western pied blue.

Habitat: Thick riverine bush (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Flies high up, but slowly, around large specimens of the trees Ziziphus mucronata and Acacia albida growing on the banks of the Gariep River.  They settle, frequently, on the leaves or flowers of these trees (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: Most months of the year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Ziziphus mucronata Willd. (Rhamnaceae) [Bampton, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 237].
Tuxentius kaffana (Talbot, 1935)

Castalius ertli kaffana Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 149 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Nado’s Province, Yeki, 4,950 feet; Mocha District, Gamadura, 6, 200 ft”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (south-west).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Tuxentius margaritaceus (Sharpe, 1892)

Castalius margaritaceus Sharpe, 1892.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1891: 636 (633-638).

Type locality: Kenya: “Sotik, Kavirondo”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Angola (highlands), Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Ituri, Kivu, Maniema, Sankuru), Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya (central, west), Tanzania (north).

Larsen (1991 and 2005a) gives Zambia but Heath, et al. (2002) do not include it for this country.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Mambilla Plateau (R. Warren teste Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Margarita’s pierrot; mountain pied pierrot.

Habitat: Sub-montane forest and moist savanna, especially along river courses, in mountainous regions, never below 1 300 m.  It appears to fly at higher altitudes than other species of Tuxentius, going as high as the crest of the Nandi Escarpment, in Kenya (Larsen, 1991).

Habits: Where they occur they tend to be common but may be a canopy dweller (Larsen, 2005a).  Males frequently mud-puddle and may also be attracted to horse manure (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Gouania longispicata Engler (Rhamnaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 329 (a forest creeper)].

Note: The variable populations and disjunct distributions may indicate that a species complex is involved with respect to this taxon (Larsen, 2005a).
phasma Talbot, 1935 (as f. of Castalius margaritaceus).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 148 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).  Kenya: “East Trans-Nzoia, 40 miles east of Elgon, Cherangani Hills, 6,200 ft”.
Tuxentius melaena (Trimen & Bowker, 1887)

Lycaena melaena Trimen & Bowker, 1887.  South-African butterflies: a monograph of the extra-tropical species 2 Erycinidae and Lycaenidae: 82 (242 pp.). London.
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Tuxentius melaena melaena.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Peace Cottage, Natal.  3.VII.1963.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3917).

Type locality: South Africa: “Eastern Districts.- King William’s Town; Griqualand West.- Vaal River; Kaffraria Proper.- Bashee River; Coast Districts.- D’Urban. Pinetown; Upper Districts.- Intzutze River. Maritzburg. Estcourt; Zululand.- St. Lucia Bay”.

Original description:

“Exp. al., male 10.5-11.5 lin.; female 10 lin. – 1 in.  White, with black margins and spots.  Fore-wing: base and costa broadly and inner margin narrowly suffused with blackish; a large, elongate, black, transverse mark from inner margin near base; a spot closing cell; and several spots of an irregular row beyond middle, joining broad hind-marginal black, and isolating a quadrate white spot not far from apex.  Hind-wing: a blackish suffusion at base, along costa (leaving part of its edge white), and along hind-margin; beyond middle, a much-curved row of quadrate black spots (usually more or less confluent with hind-marginal blackish), widely interrupted between second subcostal and discoidal nervules; several indistinct black spots at base; in hind-marginal blackish a row of indistinct black spots (of which the two next anal angle are sometimes faintly bluish-silvery-dotted), occasionally whitish-ringed, always followed by a thin white line, indistinct towards costa.  Cilia of fore-wing blackish, with a white spot at posterior angle; of hind-wing whitish, more or less blackish at origin.  Under side: white, with black striae and spots; pattern as in Rosimon and Hintza, but nearer Rosimon.  Fore-wing: subcostal stripe ending abruptly in a spot on costa before end of cell; stria from inner margin more regular; stria closing cell straighter; spots of transverse row beyond middle confluent (the third forming an elongate projection towards hind-margin), - the sixth and seventh widely disjoined from the rest, and forming a stria in a line with, and almost touching, that closing cell; two submarginal rows of spots, - the inner linear a little below costa, but thence of large quadrate spots (the second touching fifth of row beyond middle), - the outer of rounded spots; a black edging line.  Hind-wing: at base a spot (not a stripe), followed by a transverse row of four spots; other markings very much as in fore-wing, except row beyond middle, which is interrupted as on upper side; four to six spots of outer submarginal row marked with bluish-silvery.  Tail of hind-wing long, black, white-tipped.  The male and female of this species are alike, except that in the male the black is more intense, and also rather broader, so that the white discal spaces are more restricted.  On the under side of fore-wing it sometimes happens that the projection from transverse row beyond middle joins the spot commencing inner submarginal row, so that a quadrate white spot is isolated on costa.”

Diagnosis: Can be distinguished from T. calice by the more widely separated central costal spots on the underside of the hindwing (Pringle, et al., 1994). 

Distribution: Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Black pierrot; black pie; black pied blue.

Habitat: Savanna and coastal bush (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Usually found in the vicinity of their larval foodplants (trees belonging to the genus Ziziphus), frequently settling on the leaves or flowers (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Both sexes are very fond of flowers and males are avid mud-puddlers.

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Taylor, 1953: 143 [as Lycaena melaena; Fort Beaufort, Eastern Cape].

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 73 [as Castalius melaena melaena; Umhlanga Rocks, KwaZulu-Natal].


“Egg.  0.6 mm diam. x 0.3 mm high.  Generally laid singly but a young shoot may have many eggs on it.  The eggs are pure white with two reversed sets of ribs radiating, in involute curves, from the micropyle, starting with 16 each and duplicating towards the edge where the intersections are punctuated by much extended moles.  These latter decrease in size down the sides.  Eggs hatch after 10-12 days.  The discrded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.9 mm, growing to 2 mm in 6 days; 2nd instar growing to 4.5 mm in 6 days; 3rd instar growing to 7 mm in 7 days; 4th instar growing to 12 mm in 10 days.  The honey-gland and tubercles are present in the 3rd and 4th instars.  The bristles on the final-instar tubercles number 36-40.  They are very long and when half extended they form a fairly stiff brush.  Fully extended, they appear as a very formidable weapon.  Larvae feed on the surface of a leaf and finally leave a series of whitening skeletons.  The lateral, extended, setae act as a shadow-breaker.  Moulting takes place where the larvae are feeding.  The colour does not vary much.  The discarded skins are not eaten.  There is a succussion of broods.  Pupa.  7-8 mm.  Secured to the underside of a leaf or to a twig by the cremastral hooks and by a girdle.  The imago emerges after some 13-20 days.  Parasites.  Larva attacked by a tachinid, the larva of which emerges either from the side of the now yellowed host-larva, or the pupa.  Species so far identified: Aplomyia laeviventris.”

Larval food:

Acacia species (Fabaceae) [Murray, 1935, cited by Taylor, 1953: 143].  Note: Larsen (1991) regards records for Acacia species (Fabaceae) to be erroneous.

Ziziphus mucronata Willd. (Rhamnaceae) [Taylor, 1953: 143].

Ziziphus zeyheriana Sond. (Rhamnaceae) [Joannou, cited by Pringle, et al., 1994: 237].

Ziziphus mucronata Willd. (Rhamnaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 237] (T. m. qriqua).

Tuxentius melaena melaena (Trimen & Bowker, 1887)

Lycaena melaena Trimen & Bowker, 1887.  South-African butterflies: a monograph of the extra-tropical species 2 Erycinidae and Lycaenidae: 82 (242 pp.). London.
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Tuxentius melaena melaena.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Peace Cottage, Natal.  3.VII.1963.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3917).

Type locality: South Africa: “Eastern Districts.- King William’s Town; Griqualand West.- Vaal River; Kaffraria Proper.- Bashee River; Coast Districts.- D’Urban. Pinetown; Upper Districts.- Intzutze River. Maritzburg. Estcourt; Zululand.- St. Lucia Bay”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Kenya (east), Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Shaba), Malawi, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Solwezi; Lusaka; Kabwe; Ndola; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams); Mountain Sanctuary N.R. (Williams).
Gauteng – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Somerset East (Swanepoel, 1953); Fort Beaufort (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Umtata (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St. Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).
melas Aurivillius, 1924 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as Cupido melas Trimen & Bowker).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 467 (614 pp.).  [An incorrect subsequent spelling of melaena Trimen & Bowker, 1887.]
Tuxentius melaena griqua (Trimen & Bowker, 1887)

Lycaena griqua Trimen & Bowker, 1887.  South-African butterflies: a monograph of the extra-tropical species 2 Erycinidae and Lycaenidae 84 (242 pp.). London.

Type locality: South Africa: “Griqualand West.- Vaal River”.

Original description:

“Exp. al., male 11 lin – 1 lin.; female 11.5 lin.  Markings and pattern as in L. Melaena, Trim., but the basal and marginal black duller; broader, and more suffused, especially in female, and the white discal field proportionally diminished, and in female also obscured.  Fore-wing: isolated subapical whitish spot always reduced in size and obscured, sometimes nearly obsolete, and in one male wanting altogether; the spots much narrower.  Hind-wing: the spots much narrower and almost obliterated by the broad suffused blackish of the base and margins.  Under side: very pale creamy-yellowish grey; all the markings arranged as in Melaena, but pale fuscous instead of black, and exceedingly attenuated, especially in hind-wing (where in female they are obsolecent).  Fore-wing: longitudinal basal stripe represented by a very thin short mark at base and (usually) a small spot on costa before middle.  Hind-wing: only last two spots of hind-marginal row bluish-silvery-dusted, except in one male, which has three, and one female, which has four so ornamented.”
Distribution: South Africa (Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Northern Cape Province – Banks of the Vaal River, from Warrenton to Barkly West (Pringle, et al., 1994); Witsand (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Tuxentius stempfferi (Kielland, 1976)

Castalius stempfferi Kielland, 1976.  Entomologische Berichten, Amsterdam 36: 107 (105-112).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kilosa District, Mikumi Nat. Park, Vuma Hills”.

Distribution: Tanzania.

Common name: Stempffer’s pierrot.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Tarucus Moore, 1881
In: Moore, 1880-2.  The lepidoptera of Ceylon 1: 81 (190 pp.). London.
Type-species: Hesperia theophrastus Fabricius, by original designation.

A genus of 23 species, which is well represented in the Afrotropical, Oriental and Palaearctic Regions.  There are 12 Afrotropical species, three of which extend extralimitally.

Tarucus balkanica (Freyer, 1843)

Lycaena balkanica Freyer, 1843.  Neuere Beiträge zur Schmetterlingstunde mit Abbildungen nach der Natur 5 (71): 63 (63-74).

Type locality: Turkey.

Distribution: Mauritania, Niger (Air region), Sudan (Khartoum), Uganda, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Oman.

Extralimitally in Algeria, Europe (south-east), Arabia (east and central), Balkans, Asia Minor, Middle East, Syria, Iran, North Africa.  Subspecies nigra (Bethune-Baker, 1918) is in India (north-west), Pakistan, Sri Lanka.

Common name: Balkan pierrot.

Habitat: Very arid savanna.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Ziziphus species (Rhamnaceae) [Larsen, 1999].
Tuxentius balkanica balkanica (Freyer, 1843)

Lycaena balkanica Freyer, 1843.  Neuere Beiträge zur Schmetterlingstunde mit Abbildungen nach der Natur 5 (71): 63 (63-74).

Type locality: Turkey.

Distribution: Mauritania, Niger (Air region), Sudan, Uganda, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Oman.  Extralimitally in Algeria, Europe (south-east), Asia Minor, Middle East, Syria, Iran, North Africa.

Specific localities:

Sudan – Khartoum (Larsen, 2005a).

Tuxentius balkanica nigra Bethune-Baker, 1918

Ref. ?

Type locality: ?

Distribution: Extralimital: India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka.
Tarucus bowkeri (Trimen, 1883)

Lycaena bowkeri Trimen, 1883.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1883: 351 (347-363).

Type locality: South Africa: “summit of a high hill overlooking the Inchanga Valley in Natal”.

Distribution: South Africa, Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999).

Common name: Bowker’s blue.

Habitat: High-rainfall montane grassland, often on the edges of temperate forest.

Habits: The flight is weak.  Individuals flutter around ironstone outcrops and settle on low bushes or on the ground (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: The summer months.  At lower altitudes (Inchanga) a few specimens are out in the winter months (Pringle et al., 1994).  Subspecies transvaalensis flies from October to March, with a peak in October (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 80 [as Tarucus bowkeri; above Inchanga Valley, KwaZulu-Natal].


“Egg.  0.6 mm diam. x 0.4 mm high.  Laid singly on a leaf or stalk.  Eggs are white, with white ribbing arranged in two sets, 24 in each, radiating, in opposite directions, from the micropyle in involute curves and continuing diagonally down the sides.  The intersections are punctuated by mediumly extended moles.  Eggs hatch after 8-11 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.8-0.9 mm, growing to 1.6 mm in 6 days; 2nd instar growing to 2.5 mm in 6-7 days; 3rd instar growing to 4.25 mm in 6-8 days; 4th instar growing to 6.25-7 mm in 5-6 days; 5th instar growing to 12-13 mm in 9-10 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd to 5th instars, and the tubercles from the 3rd to 5th instars.  Larvae appear to be furry owing to long setae which they bear.  The colour varies from whitish, matching the underside of the leaves, to very pale blue-green with white and green stripes to match the upperside of the leaves.  Some larvae have a purple-green dorsal stripe which can be mistaken for the midrib of a leaf.  Larvae are not easy to detect owing to this effective means of camouflage.  Half-way through the final instar larvae commence at the point of a leaf and eat downwards, consuming the whole leaf.  There is a succession of broods.  Pupa.  8.25-9 mm.  Secured to a leaf or twig by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  The ground-colour is green but intensified grey mottling will give it a dark green to almost black appearance.  The imago emerges after 14-16 days.”

Larval food:

Phylica paniculata Willd. (Rhamnaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 80].
Tarucus bowkeri bowkeri (Trimen, 1883)

Lycaena bowkeri Trimen, 1883.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1883: 351 (347-363).

Type locality: South Africa: “summit of a high hill overlooking the Inchanga Valley in Natal”.

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Inchanga (Bowker; TL); Harding (Swanepoel, 1953); Impetyeni Forest (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg – Swartkop (Swanepoel, 1953); Karkloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Kranskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Balcomb’s Hill (Swanepoel, 1953); upper Mooi River (Pennington); Bushman’s Nek (Pringle et al., 1994).

Eastern Cape Province – the mountain above Port St. Johns (Quickelberge).
Tarucus bowkeri transvaalensis Quickelberge, 1972

Tarucus bowkeri transvaalensis Quickelberge, 1972.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 84: 234 (233-238).

Type locality: South Africa: “Kawyn’s Pass, Graskop, Transvaal”.

Diagnosis: This subspecies differs from the nominate one in the following respects: upperside blue ground-colour of the male less violaceous and more extensive and there are no dark markings in the blue ground-colour.  The female has reduced white markings on the upperside.  In both sexes the underside creamy ground-colour is lighter and the underside spots are greyer (Pringle et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga), Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Blouberg (Wykeham).

Mpumalanga – Kowyn’s Pass, near Graskop (TL; Pennington); Mount Sheba Nature Reserve, at 1 800 m (Pringle et al., 1994); The Bonnet, near Pilgrim’s Rest (Williams); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams).
Tarucus grammicus (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1893)

Lycaenesthes grammicus Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1893 in Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1892-7.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 2: 102 (261 pp.). London.

Type locality: Kenya: “Mombasa”.

Distribution: Yemen, Ethiopia (south), Somalia, Kenya (east, north), Tanzania (north).

Specific localities:

Kenya – coast; Nairobi; Tsavo; West Pokot; upper Tana River (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Dark pierrot.

Habitat: Savanna.

Habits: Flies weakly, just above ground level.  Larsen (1991) once found vast numbers in May, feeding from every small flower available, in the Tsavo area.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Ziziphus abysinnica A. Rich. (Rhamnaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 330].
louisae Sharpe, 1898 (as sp. of Tarucus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1898: 370, 371 (369-372).  Somalia: “Wagga Mountain, 6000 ft; Dobar”.
Tarucus kiki Larsen, 1976

Tarucus kiki Larsen, 1976.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 37: 685 (684-686).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Kaduna”.

Distribution: Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast (extreme north), Nigeria.

Specific localities:

Burkina Faso – Ouagadougou (Larsen, 2005a); Koupela (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – central Kaduna (TL); Kano (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Kiki’s pierrot.

Habitat: Savanna.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Ziziphus species (Rhamnaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
Tarucus kulala Evans, 1955

Tarucus kulala Evans, 1955.  Entomologist 88: 185 (179-187).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kulal, N. Kenya”.

Distribution: Somalia (Ogaden), Kenya (north).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Mt Kulal district; Upper Tana River (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Turkana pierrot.

Habitat: 

Habits: S.C. Collins found many specimens feeding from the flowers of Loewia tanaensis (Turneraceae) on the upper Tana River (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

(Probably) Ziziphus species (Rhamnaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 237].
Tarucus legrasi Stempffer, 1948

Tarucus legrasi Stempffer, 1948.  Revue Française d’Entomologie 15: 194 (185-196).

Type locality: [Senegal (Larsen, 2005a)]: “Sénégal-Niger (sans localité précise)”.

Distribution: Senegal, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast (north), Nigeria (north of Kano), Niger (Aïr), Cameroon (north), Chad, Sudan, Uganda (north), Kenya (north-west), Somalia.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kacheliba/Suk (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Le Gras’ pierrot.

Habitat: Arid (Sahelian) savanna.

Habits: Seems to fly low down and females oviposit on low-growing Ziziphus plants (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Ziziphus species (Rhamnaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 237; Burkina Faso].
Tarucus quadratus Ogilvie-Grant, 1899

Tarucus quadratus Ogilvie-Grant, 1899.  Bulletin of the Liverpool Museums 2: 10 (10-11).

Type locality: Yemen: “Sokotra”.

Distribution: Yemen (Socotra Island), Somalia.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Tarucus rosacea (Austaut, 1885)

Lycaena theophrastus var. rosacea Austaut, 1885.  Le Naturaliste 7 (18): 141 (141-142).

Type locality: Algeria: “entre El-Arricha et le Maroc”.

Distribution: Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast (north), Ghana (north), Nigeria (north), Niger, Cameroon (north), Chad, Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda (north), Kenya (north-west), Somalia, Djibouti, Arabia (including Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman).

Extralimitally in North Africa, the Middle East, and north-western India.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Mole National Park (J. Ciha teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Kano (Larsen, 2005a); Sokoto (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Kacheliba/Suk; Mt Kulal district (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Mediterranean pierrot.

Habitat: Sudan savanna and the Sahel (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Similar to those of T. legrasi (Larsen, 1991).  It may sometimes be common on flowering Ziziphus, often roosting on straws of grass or on twigs beneath the tree (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Ziziphus jujuba L. (Rhamnaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 330].

Associated ants:

Plagiolepis species (Formicidae) [Ackery, et al., 1995].

Camponotus species (Formicidae) [Ackery, et al., 1995].

Monomorium species (Formicidae) [Ackery, et al., 1995].
mediterraneae Bethune-Baker, 1918 (as sp. of Tarucus).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1917: 281 (269-296).  Egypt: “Alexandria”.
Tarucus sybaris (Hopffer, 1855)

Lycaena sybaris Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 642 (639-643).
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Tarucus sybaris sybaris.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Muden, Nat.  11.III.1951.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3925).
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Tarucus sybaris sybaris.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Malelane, Kruger National Park, South Africa.  11 November, 1998.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: Mozambique.

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Dotted blue.

Habitat: Savanna and grassland.

Habits: The flight is slow and close to the ground (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, 1942: 115 [as Cupido sybaris; locality not noted].

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 76 [as Tarucus sybaris sybaris; Eastern Cape].


“Egg.  0.55 mm diam. x 0.4 mm high.  Laid singly on a young shoot, twig or leaf.  Eggs are white with two sets of ribs, 16 in each set, radiating in opposite directions in involute curves, from the micropyle and extending down the sides diagonally, where they are intersected by horizontal ribs.  The intersections are punctuated by elongated moles.  Eggs hatch after 6-8 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2 mm in 5 days; 2nd instar growing to 3.5 mm in 3 days; 3rd instar growing to 6 mm in 3 days; 4th instar growing to 8-8.5 mm in 3 days; 5th instar growing to 13-14 mm in 8 days.  The honey-gland and tubercles are present in the 2nd to 5th instars.  The final-instar tubercles have 24 finely barbed spines each.  Larvae feed on the surface of a leaf in troughs which disclose their presence.  Later they strip the whole surface, leaving a shrivelled parchment-like relic.  In the earlier instars larvae are very pale whitish green with reddish markings but in the later instars they are pale green with a light dorsum, split on the leading segments by a fine red line.  Pupation takes place among dead leaves.  There are two or three broods and the last brood hibernates in the larval state, but hibernation may not occur in warm localities.  Ants ‘milk’ the larvae in the 3rd to 5th instars when they meet the latter.  Pupa.  8-9 mm.  Secured to dead leaves by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  The [duration of the] pupal state varies.  In summer it is from 8 to 10 days but in the case of larvae which have overwintered it is from 19-27 days.  The colour is either pale green or pale brown, spotted with black.  The pupae is covered with small setae on diminutive moles.  Parasites.  Egg attacked by very small chalcids (Trichogramma sp.?), which leave a neat hole of exit on the side of the egg.  Larva attacked by Apanteles sp. in the 3rd and 4th instars; also by other small braconids and ichneumonids.  Diptera such as Zenillia uniseta and Z. versicolor have so far been identified as other parasites.  These emerge from the side of the now yellow larva and pupate after 24-36 hours, the flies themselves emerging after 12 days.  Parasites that have attacked the larva, such as Pimpla spp. and Diptera, may only emerge from the pupa; the Pimpla do so by breaking away the head-piece.”

Larval food:

Ziziphus mucronata Willd. (Rhamnaceae) [Clark, 1942: 118].

Ziziphus zeyheriana Sond. (Rhamnaceae) [Joannou, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 239].
Tarucus sybaris sybaris (Hopffer, 1855)

Lycaena sybaris Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 642 (639-643).
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Tarucus sybaris sybaris.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Muden, Nat.  11.III.1951.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3925).
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Tarucus sybaris sybaris.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Malelane, Kruger National Park, South Africa.  11 November, 1998.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: Mozambique.

Distribution: Malawi, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Mpongwe; Itawa Dambo, Ndola; Luangwa Bridge; Mporokoso; Sumbu (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).
Mpumalanga – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).
North West Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).
Gauteng – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001); Buffelsdrif Conservancy (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Biggarsberg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Tsomo River (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Cookhouse (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).
Tarucus sybaris linearis (Aurivillius, 1924)

Cupido sybaris var. linearis Aurivillius, 1924 in Seitz, 1908-25.  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 465 (614 pp.).

Type locality: Namibia: “Damara”; South Africa: “Transvaal”.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in the reduced dark marginal bands on the upperside of the wings (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Shaba), Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Free State Province, Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Irving).

Northern Cape Province – Barkly West (Swanepoel, 1953); Kimberley (Swanepoel, 1953).

vreuricki Dufrane, 1954 (as f. of Tarucus sybaris).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 90: 286 (282-286).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “sans localité précise”.
Tarucus theophrastus (Fabricius, 1793)

Hesperia theophrastus Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 281 (488 pp.).

Type locality: Morocco: “Habitat in Marocco”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Burkina Faso, Nigeria (north), Niger, Cameroon (north), Sudan (south), Ethiopia, Uganda (north), Kenya (north-west), Somalia, Saudi Arabia (south-west), Yemen, Oman.

Extralimitally it occurs in southern Spain, and North Africa (TL Morocco).


Misattributed to the Madagascar fauna (Stempffer, 1954).  Records from India are erroneous (Larsen, 1991: 235).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Zaria (Larsen, 2005a); Bauchi (Larsen, 2005a).

Niger – Zinder (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Kacheliba district (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: African pierrot.

Habitat: 

Habits: This species is sometimes abundant around individual trees of its foodplant (Larsen, 2005a). Specimens are always found in close association with the larval foodplants (shrubs and trees of the genus Ziziphus).  Roosting takes place on the tree itself or on grass stems in the vicinity of the fooplant.  Both sexes visit flowers and males mud-puddle (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Ziziphus species (Rhamnaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 235].
Tarucus thespis (Linnaeus, 1764)

Papilio thespis Linnaeus, 1764.  Museum Ludovicae Ulricae Reginae 318 (720 pp.). Holmiae.

Type locality: South Africa: “Cap. b. Spei”.  [Lectotype designated by Honey and Scoble, 2001: 386.]
Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Addo (Swanepoel, 1953); Uitenhage (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown district (Swanepoel, 1953); Gaika’s Kop (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Muizenberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Strandfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Tygerberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Malmesbury (Swanepoel, 1953); Piketberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Clanwilliam (Swanepoel, 1953); Vanrhynsdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Paarl (Swanepoel, 1953); Ceres (Swanepoel, 1953); Worcester (Swanepoel, 1953); Swellendam (Swanepoel, 1953); Touws River (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladismith (Swanepoel, 1953); George (Swanepoel, 1953); Knysna (Swanepoel, 1953); Uniondale (Swanepoel, 1953); summit of the Cedarberg (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Northern Cape Province – Garies (Swanepoel, 1953).
Common name: Fynbos blue; vivid blue.

Habitat: Fynbos.

Habits: The flight is low down, among shrubs and grass, specimens frequently settling on low vegetation (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year but much commoner during the summer months (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Dickson, 1944: 20 [as Cupido thespis; Camps Bay, Cape Peninsula, Western Cape Province].

Clark and Dickson, 1952: 32.

Larval food:

Phylica imberbis Berg. (Rhamnaceae) [Dickson, 1944: 20].

Saxifraga species (Saxifragaceae) (exotic) [Dickson, 1944: 20; oviposition only].
pitho Linnaeus, 1764 (as sp. of Papilio).  Museum Ludovicae Ulricae Reginae 337 (720 pp.). Holmiae.  South Africa: “Cap. b. Spei”.  [Lectotype designated by Honey and Scoble, 2001: 367.]
Tarucus ungemachi Stempffer, 1942

Tarucus ungemachi Stempffer, 1942.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France 111: 121 (117-134).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Rivière Baro Abyssinie occidentale”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Ghana (north), Nigeria (north), Cameroon (north), Chad, Sudan (south), Ethiopia, Uganda (north), Kenya (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Mole National Park (Larsen, 2005a); Bole (Larsen, 2005a); Nakpanduri (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Kacheliba; Ortum (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Ungemach’s pierrot.

Habitat: Savanna, In West Africa in Sudan savanna and, to a lesser extent, Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Occurs in small colonies around isolated specimens of the larval foodplant, which also serves as a nectar source for the adults.  The habits are similar to those of T. theophrastus (Larsen, 1991; Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes are often found feeding on the flowers of Tridax and other species (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are avid mud-puddlers (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Ziziphus abyssinica A. Rich. (Rhamnaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 330].
Genus Zintha Eliot, 1973
Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 28: 453 (371-505).
Type-species: Lycaena hintza Trimen, by original designation.

A monobasic Afrotropical genus.

Zintha hintza (Trimen, 1864)

Lycaena hintza Trimen, 1864.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 2: 177 (175-180).
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Zintha hintza hintza.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Potgietersrus, Transvaal.  6:1:46.  D.A. Swanepoel.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3915).

Type locality: South Africa: “British Kaffraria and Kaffraria”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Hintza pierrot; Hintza blue.

Habitat: Savanna.

Habits: Usually found fluttering around, and settling on, low vegetation.  Males establish territories which they defend from a prominent perch on an isolated tree, usually near thick bush.  When defending their territory they can fly quite high and fast (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: September to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 231 [as Castalius hintza; Mt. Elgon, Kenya].


The larva feeds on the upperside of the leaves of the food-plant, attacking the outer cortex; it is coloured suitably for this mode of life.  Egg.  The egg is white, circular, very much flattened, with a minute black central spot.  Diameter 0.5 mm.  It is laid preferentially on the undersides of the young leaves.  Larva.  Bright yellow-green, with fine yellow striation and a very fine double dorsal line reaching the anal extremity, but not quite to the head.  The dorsum is evenly rounded, centrally broad, and tapering slightly to the extremities without any irregularities.  It is somewhat similar to that of Anthene lunulata but broader.  The anal segments are not perceptibly flattened, but carry both tubercles and gland.  The former are short, fine, whitish structures placed half-way between the central dorsal line and the edges, and are exserted laterally at an acute angle to the vertical, disclosing small spiny rosettes at thei extremities.  The gland appears as a dirty whitish transverse line, and is placed centrally above the tubercles.  Length 16 mm; breadth 6 mm.  Pupa.  The pupa is, unlike the larva, quite different to that of A. lunulata, being of the normal blunt-ended type.  It is dark brown, mottled heavily with black.  The thorax is ridged, with a small depression between it and the abdominal segments both laterally and dorsally.  It is slightly hairy, the hair, however, being visible only through a lens.  Length 10 mm.

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 69 [as Castalus hintza hintza; Eastern Cape].


“Egg.  0.65 mm diam. x 0.35 mm high.  Laid singly on young shoots and leaves.  White, with a beautiful rib-tracery on the flat top.  Eggs hatch after 8 days.  Larva.  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2 mm in 12 days; 2nd instar growing to 5 mm in 10 days; 3rd instar growing to 8 mm in 10 days; 4th instar growing to 13 mm in 28 days.  The honey-gland and tubercles are present in the 3rd and 4th instars.  Larvae at first feed in troughs, eaten in the surface of a leaf but later strip the whole leaf surface.  They moult where they are feeding.  There is a succession of broods during summer.  In the 1st instar the larva is pale yellow with similarly coloured neck- and anal-shields, and light setae.  As it advances through the instars it becomes increasingly green and develops some clear marking.  The retractile tubercles are of the general form which occurs in the allied species and groups, as indicated in the accompanying plate.  The small spines which are extruded when the tubercles are extended are short in this species.  The small setae which are present in large numbers on the body of the larva have remarkable flower-shaped bases which vary in colour, from white to brown.  Pupa.  8 mm.  Secured to a twig or sometimes to dry leaves, by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  The colour is greyish to brown but varies, through the intensity of the spotting.  Emergence takes place after some 13 days.”

Larval food:

Ziziphus jujuba Lam. (Rhamnaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 231; as Zizyphus jujuba (Kenya)].

Ziziphus mucronata Willd. (Rhamnaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 236].

Ziziphus zeyheriana Sond. (Rhamnaceae) [Platt (1921)? in Pringle, et al., 1994: 236].

Associated ants:

Crematogaster (Orthocrema) jeanneli Sants. (Formicidae) [Jackson, 1937: 231 (Kenya)].

Technomymex detorquens Walker (Formicidae) [Jackson, 1937: 231 (Kenya)].
Zintha hintza hintza (Trimen, 1864)

Lycaena hintza Trimen, 1864.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 2: 177 (175-180).
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Zintha hintza hintza.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Potgietersrus, Transvaal.  6:1:46.  D.A. Swanepoel.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3915).

Type locality: South Africa: “British Kaffraria and Kaffraria”.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Malawi, Zambia (widespread), Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Nairobi; Lukenia Hills; South Kavirondo; Kitale; Malakisi (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Choma; Chisamba; Mpongwe; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Waterberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoutpansberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Letaba (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Williams).

Mpumalanga – Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Pilgrim’s Rest (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).
North West Province – Zeerust (Swanepoel, 1953); Marico (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelsdrif Conservancy (Williams).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladybrand (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); St. Lucia (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – King William’s Town (D’Urban); Bashee River (Bowker); Somerset East (Swanepoel, 1953); Queenstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Umtata (Swanepoel, 1953); Kokstad (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Cape Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Swellendam (Swanepoel, 1953); Knysna (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Balegane (Swanepoel, 1953).
Zintha hintza krooni (Dickson, 1973)

Castalius hintza krooni Dickson, 1973.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 85: 137 (137-139).

Type locality: Namibia: “Otavi”.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in that it usually has more pronounced white markings on the upperside of the wings (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Namibia, Angola?.
Zintha hintza resplendens (Butler, 1876)

Castalius resplendens Butler, 1876.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 484 (480-490).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Atbara”.

Distribution: Ethiopia.
Genus Zizeeria Chapman, 1910
Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1910: 480, 482 (479-497).
Type-species: Polyommatus karsandra Moore, by original designation.

A genus containing two Afrotropical species, both of which extend extralimitally.

*
Zizeeria karsandra (Moore, 1865)

Polyommatus karsandra Moore, 1865.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1865: 505 (486-509).

Type locality: India: “Plains of N.W. India”.

Distribution: Sicily, Crete, North Africa, Sudan, Middle East, Yemen (Balint, 1999: 307), Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Oman, tropical Asia, most of Australia.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Zizeeria knysna (Trimen, 1862)

Lycaena knysna Trimen, 1862.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 282 (279-291).
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Zizeeria knysna.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 22mm.  Pretoria.  11.II.1968.  L. Vári.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3977).

Type locality: South Africa: “Cape Town, Knysna, Plettenberg Bay; King William’s Town, Graham’s Town, Keiskamma River, near Bodiam, Port Elizabeth”.

Diagnosis: Similar to Zizina antanossa – see this species for differentiating features.

Distribution: Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Mali, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Burkina Faso, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Niger, Cameroon, Kenya, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland, Lesotho, Arabia (south-west), Madagascar, Mauritius, Reunion, Seychelles, and other offshore islands.

Extralimitally in North Africa (north-west), southern Spain, Canary Islands.

Specific localities:

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Limpopo Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).

Free State Province – Zastron (Swanepoel, 1953); Smithfield (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladybrand (Swanepoel, 1953); Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Kroonstad (Swanepoel, 1953); Ficksburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); St. Lucia (Swanepoel, 1953); Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Uitenhage (Swanepoel, 1953); Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Queenstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Graaff-Reinet (Swanepoel, 1953); Kokstad (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Cape Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Stellenbosch (Swanepoel, 1953); Swellendam (Swanepoel, 1953); Worcester (Swanepoel, 1953); Knysna (Swanepoel, 1953).

Northern Cape Province – Colesberg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Lesotho – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mauritius – Widespread and very common (Davis & Barnes, 1991).

Common name: Sooty blue; African grass blue.

Habitat: A variety of habitats, including open areas in the forest zone, and suburban gardens and parks.  Absent from the interior of forests and in deserts.  Most often in open, grassy habitats (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habits: This is one of the commonest butterflies in Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens have a weak to fairly brisk flight, barely above ground level, usually in the vicinity of patches of the larval foodplants.  They are commonly seen flying just above suburban lawns in which the larval host plant is growing.  Both sexes avidly visit small flowers near ground-level.  Males often come to damp patches.  On cool days specimens may bask with the wings partially opened.

Flight period: All year in favourable localities (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1952: 29.

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 84 [as Zizeeria knysna; Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape Province].


“Egg.  0.5 mm diam. x 0.25 mm high.  Laid singly on a leaf or among buds.  Very pale green with fine white ribbing.  On the sides, there are horizontal and reversed rows of ribs, punctuated by small moles at their intersections.  On the top surface there is a beautiful symmetrical web-pattern.  Eggs hatch after some 5 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.8 mm, growing to 1.75 mm in 4 days; 2nd instar growing to 2.8 mm in 3 days; 3rd instar growing to 6 mm in 4 days; 4th instar growing to 10.5-11 mm in 6-7 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd to 4th instars.  The tubercles are only present in the 3rd and 4th instars.  Larvae, at first, feed on the underside of young leaves and occupy the portion eaten out, with their body.  Moulting takes place where they are feeding.  The discarded skins are not eaten.  There are always ants on the food-plants and they occasionally ‘milk’ the larger larvae.  There are 24 spines on each final-instar tubercle.  The colour of the larva varies from pale green to dull green with pale whitish diagonal marking and a white ridge-stripe.  In some larvae the ridge-stripe is pink round the final segments.  There is a succession of broods, in some parts.  Pupa.  7.5-8.5 mm.  Secured to rubbish under the food-plant, by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  The colour is light yellow-green without markings, or green with grey markings which vary in intensity.  Emergence takes place after 7-10 days.  Parasites.  Egg parasitized by small chalcids (Trichogramma sp.).  Larva killed by Diptera; the tachinid species Aplomyia distans, Mesochorus (Stictopisthus) breviscapus; and by Apanteles sp. in the 3rd instar (maggot 11.XII.62; cocoon 12.XII.62; pupa 13.XII.62; wasp 18.XII.62).”

Fiedler and Hagemann, 1995.  [J. Res. Lepid. 31 (3-4): 213-232 – have as an electronic PDF file on CD1]

Larval food:

Zornia species (Fabaceae) [Pinhey, 1949: ; as Zarnia?].

Euphorbia species (Euphorbiaceae) [Pinhey, 1949: ].

Tribulus terrestris L. (Zygophyllaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1952: 29].

Amaranthus deflexus L. (Amaranthaceae) (exotic) [Clark and Dickson, 1952: 29].

Amaranthus viridus L. (syn. gracilis Desf.) (Amaranthaceae) (exotic) [Clark and Dickson, 1952: 29].

Medicago sativa L (Fabaceae) (exotic) [Clark and Dickson, 1952: 29; as “Lucerne”].

Oxalis corniculata L (Oxalidaceae) (exotic) [Clark and Dickson, 1952: 29].

Cajanus cajan Druce (Fabaceae) [Mamet, 1955].

Pisum sativum L. (Fabaceae) [Mamet, 1955].

Chenopodium species (Chenopodiaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 238].

Amaranthus species (Amaranthaceae) [Schurian, 1994 (Canary Islands)].

Malva species (Malvaceae) [Schurian, 1994; oviposition only].

Amaranthus thunbergii (Amaranthaceae) [Kroon, 1999].

Fagonia species (Zygophyllaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Spinacea species (Chenopodiaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Lotus species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Trigonella species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Associated ants:

Pheidole species (Myrmicinae) [Schurian, 1994; Canary Islands]

Lasius flavus (Formicinae) [Fiedler & Hagemann, 1995; experimental]

Relevant literature:

Catania, 1992; Catania & Sammut, 1993; Fiedler & Hagemann, 1995

lysimon Hübner, 1803-4 in Hübner, 1799-1838 (as sp. of Papilio).  Sammlung europäische Schmetterlinge 1 Papiliones: pl. 105 (207 pls.). Augsburg.  No locality.  [Invalid; junior primary homonym of Papilio lisimon Stoll, [1790] [Riodinidae].]
Genus Zizina Chapman, 1910
Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1910: 482 (479-497).
Type-species: Polyommatus labradus Godart, by original designation [extralimital].

A small genus of four species; one species is Afrotropical and the other three are extralimital.

Zizina antanossa (Mabille, 1877)

Lycaena antanossa Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 7: 72 (71-73).
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Zizina antanossa.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Cintsa West, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 20-31 December, 2001; M.C. Williams (Williams collection).
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Zizina antanossa.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Cintsa West, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 20-31 December, 2001; M.C. Williams (Williams collection).
Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar”.

Diagnosis: Similar to Zizeeria knysna but the blue scaling on the upperside is silvery and is less extensive.  The discal row of spots on the hindwing underside is sharply elbowed in antanossa but evenly rounded in knysna (Pringle, et al., 1994).  In addition, Z. knysna has a black spot in the centre of the discal cell on the forewing underside, a feature missing in Z. antanossa (Davis & Barnes, 1991).

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Liberia, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria (south), Kenya, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia (widespread), Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), Yemen (Larsen, 1983), Madagascar, Reunion, Mauritius, Comoro Islands.

Specific localities:

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).

Nigeria – Lagos area (Larsen, 2005a).
Zambia – Lusaka; Chisamba; Mpongwe; Kiwe; Bwingi Mfumu (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Marabastad (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Howick (Swanepoel, 1953); Bellair (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953); Cintsa West, near East London (Williams).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).
Mauritius – Believed to have been introduced in about 1900 (Manders, 1908).  Widespread and common (Davis & Barnes, 1991).

Common name: Clover blue; dark grass blue.

Habitat: Grassy areas in savanna.

Habits: Does not appear to be very common in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  Occurs as more or less discrete colonies, which may contain large numbers of individuals.  Larsen (1991) once saw thousands at damp patches along a river bed near Sultan Hamud, in Kenya, in June.  Both sexes frequently visit flowers.

Flight period: All year.  In KwaZulu-Natal it is commonest from February to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 85 [as Zizina antanossa; Burman's Bush, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].


“Egg.  0.65 mm diam. x 0.25 mm high.  Laid singly on buds or on the surface of a leaf.  The eggs are pure white with two sets of reversed involute curves radiating from the micropyle, 20 in each set.  The ribs continue diagonally down the sides, where the intersections are punctuated by small moles.  Eggs hatch after 6 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.95 mm, growing to 1.6 mm in 5 days; 2nd instar growing to 3 mm in 4 days; 3rd instar growing to 5.5 mm in 8 days; 4th instar growing to 8.5-10 mm in 9 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd to 4th instars but the tubercles are only present in the 3rd and 4th instars.  The final-instar tubercles have 28 spines each.  Larvae feed on buds and young shoots.  They moult where they are feeding.  The discarded skins are not eaten.  There are about four broods.  The colour varies, especially in the final instar, in which it can be almost plain green (sometimes with pale purple markings), to dull dark green with dark purple markings.  Pupa.  6.5.-7.5 mm.  Secured to rubbish or a twig by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  The colour is generally light green, but this can be darkened by heavy grey markings.  Emergence takes place after 12 days.  Parasites.  Egg attacked by small chalcids.  Larva killed by small tachinids.  Pupa killed by a small Pimpla sp.”

Larval food:

Desmodium incanum DC. (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 85].

Indigofera species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 85].
publia Hulstaert, 1924 (as sp. of Zizera [sic]).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 184 (112-122, 173-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Manjema, Riv. Luama”.
Genus Actizera Chapman, 1910
Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1910: 483 (479-497).
Type-species: Lycaena atrigemmata Butler, by monotypy.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing four species.

Actizera atrigemmata (Butler, 1878)

Lycaena atrigemmata Butler, 1878.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 2: 290 (283-297).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Fianarantsoa”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Transformed grassland (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a) suggests that this taxon may be a subspecies of A. lucida.
Actizera drucei (Bethune-Baker, 1906)

Zizera [sic] drucei Bethune-Baker, 1906.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 17: 109 (104-110).

Actizera lucida drucei (Bethune-Baker, 1906).  Stempffer, 1967: 262-63.

Synonym of Actizera lucida (Trimen, 1883).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Actizera drucei (Bethune-Baker, 1906).  Stat. rev.  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Specific localities:

Madagascar – Sirabe (probably Antsirabe) (Lees et al., 2003).

Habitat: Transformed grassland (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Actizera lucida (Trimen, 1883)

Lycaena lucida Trimen, 1883.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1883: 348 (347-363).
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Actizera lucida.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 20mm.  Pretoria.  6.III.1917.  W. Impey.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3976).
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Actizera lucida.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 20mm.  Cintsa West, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 20-31 December, 2001; M.C. Williams (Williams collection).
Type locality: [South Africa]: “Cape Colony, Kaffraria Proper, Natal, and Transvaal”.

Diagnosis: Easily identified by the diagonal white streak on the underside of the hindwing .

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana (Volta Region), Benin, Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Kenya, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland, Lesotho, Yemen, Comoros.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Lamto (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Badagry (Larsen, 2005a); Benin City (Larsen, 2005a); Nsukka (Larsen, 2005a); Gashaka-Gumpti (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Lusaka; Chisamba; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoekmekaar (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Vivo (Swanepoel, 1953); Tzaneen (Swanepoel, 1953); Leydsdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Burgersfort (Swanepoel, 1953); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).
North West Province – Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Singerton (Swanepoel, 1953); Heidelberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Isipingo (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Howick (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Schoenmaakers Kop (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Umtata (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Hermanus (Schlosz).

Yemen – Ibb (Larsen, 1982).

Common name: Rayed blue.

Habitat: Grassland and grassy savanna.

Habits: A common butterfly that is apparently scarce in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is weak and close to the ground and individuals often settle on grass blades or stems.  Both sexes feed regularly from small flowers.  In Yemen, Larsen (1991) once estimated a population density of more than one individual per 10 square cm on a large hillside.

Flight period: All year in favourable localities (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 48 [as Actizera lucida lucida; Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape Province].


“Egg.  0.475 mm diam. x 0.25 mm high.  Laid singly on buds.  Eggs are very pale blue-green with white netting-ribbing forming reversed sets of rough involute curves, 16 in each direction.  They hatch after some 9 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 1.0 mm, growing to 1.75 mm in 4 days; 2nd instar growing to 3.25 mm in 3 days; 3rd instar growing to 5.5-6.5 mm in 4 days; 4th instar growing to 10-12 mm in  days.  The honey-gland and tubercles are present in the 3rd and 4th instars.  Larvae feed on the buds and flowers.  Their colour varies to match their surroundings, mainly, whitish or pale green with green, very pale pinkish purple, or pinkish brown markings in the shape of diagonal stripes.  They moult where they are feeding.  There is a succession of broods.  Pupa.  7.5 mm.  Secured to dead leaves or twigs or near-by plants by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  The colour, normally a pale greenish-yellow, varies to a dull pale grey to match surroundings.  Emergence is generally after 12 days.”

Larval food:

Argyrolobium species (Fabaceae) [Platt (1921) cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 48].

Argyrolobium tuberosum (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].

Crotalaria lanceolata E. Mey. (Fabaceae) [Platt (1921) cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 48].

Oxalis corniculata L. (Oxalidaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 330].
Oxalis species (Oxalidaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 48].

Rhynchosia species (Fabaceae) [Platt (1921) cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 48].

Vigna species (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 330].

Actizera stellata (Trimen, 1883)

Lycaena stellata Trimen, 1883.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1883: 349 (347-363).
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Actizera stellata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 16mm.  Dordrecht, C. P.  17.I.1944.  G.C. Clark.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3976).
Type locality: South Africa: “Burghersdorp (Albert District), Cape Colony”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya, Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Kivu), Tanzania (north), Malawi (north), Zambia, South Africa (Free State Province, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Kenya – western and central highlands; Mt Kulal; Chyulu Hills (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Londrossi/Simba area at 1900-2200 m on West Kilimanjaro (Cordeiro, 1995).

Zambia – Mafinga Mountains; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Free State Province – near Springfontein (Oosthuizen).

Eastern Cape Province – Burgersdorp (Kannemeyer; TL); Helspruit (Swanepoel, 1953); Stormberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Steynsburg – Southwell (Swanepoel, 1953); Dordrecht (Swanepoel, 1953); Farm Hillmoor in the Steynsburg district (Pennington); Cathcart (Pringle, et al., 1994); Bedford (Pringle, et al., 1994); Compassberg (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Red-clover blue; clover blue.

Habitat: Damp areas in semi-montane and montane grassland.  In Kenya it is rarely found at altitudes below 1 500 m.  It is known to breed on clover growing in the lawns of gardens in Nairobi, Kenya (Larsen, 1991).

Habits: Flies low down but quite fast for such a small butterfly.  Both sexes feed from flowers regularly (Larsen, 1991).  Pringle, et al.(1994) note that the flight is weak and fluttering and that specimens alight frequently on the leaves or flowers of the larval host-plant.

Flight period: November to January (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 48 [as Actizera stellata; Dordrecht, Eastern Cape Province].


“Egg.  0.5 mm diam. x 0.25 mm high.  Laid singly on the surface of a leaf, on a stalk or a bud.  The eggs are pale green, with fine white ribbing.  There are 24 vertical ribs on the sides, intersected by reversed diagonal ribs; the intersections are punctuated by small moles.  On the top, this pattern breaks up into an irregular triangular pattern.  Eggs hatch after 4 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.8 mm, growing to 1.6 mm in 4 days; 2nd instar growing to 2.5 mm in 3 days; 3rd instar growing to 4 mm in 4 days; 4th instar growing to 8 mm in 7 days.  The honey-gland and tubercles are present in the 3rd and 4th instars.  Larvae feed on leaves, buds, or flowers and their size and colour make them inconspicuous.  They moult where they are feeding.  There are 16-20 spines on each final instar tubercle.  Three to four broods are usual in this species.  Pupa.  6 mm.  Secured to rubbish, under the clover, by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  Emergence takes place after some 11 days.”

Larval food:

(Probably) Trifolium species (Fabaceae) [Kannemeyer, in Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 2: 50; Burghersdorp, E. Cape].

A red-flowered clover (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 48].

Oxalis corniculata L. (Oxalidaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 330].

Trifolium africanum Ser. (Fabaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 276].

Vigna spp. (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 330].
Genus Zizula Chapman, 1910
Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1910: 483 (479-497).
Type-species: Lycaena gaika Trimen, by monotypy.

A genus of two species, one of which is Afrotropical and the other extralimital.  The Afrotropical species extends extralimitally.

Zizula hylax (Fabricius, 1775)

Papilio hylax Fabricius, 1775.  Systema Entomologiae: 526 (832 pp.). Flensburgi & Lipsiae.
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Zizula hylax.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 18mm.  Rustenburg N.R., North West Province, 12 Dec. 1999.  M.C. Williams.
Type locality: [India]: “Habitat in India orientali”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Burkina Faso, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Kenya, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland, Lesotho, Saudi Arabia (south-west), Yemen, Oman, Madagascar, Mauritius, Reunion.

Extralimital in Egypt, the Oriental Region, Asia, Australasia, some Pacific islands.

Specific localities:
Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Lusaka; Chirundu; South Mutundu River (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Viljoenskroon (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Ixopo (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Uitenhage (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Kokstad (Swanepoel, 1953); Aliwal North (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Clovelly (Swanepoel, 1953); Franschhoek (Swanepoel, 1953); Mowers, in the Roberstson Karoo (Dickson and Wykeham).

Northern Cape Province – Kimberley (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).
Mauritius – Widespread and common (Davis & Barnes, 1991).

Oman – Dhofar (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Gaika blue; tiny grass blue; waggle wings.

Habitat: A wide variety of habitats, especially grassland and grassy savanna.  Absent from primary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: The flight is low down and very feeble, often in undergrowth (Pringle et al., 1994; Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes visit flowers and males mud-puddle.  Larsen (1991; 2005a) noted that on settling they often waggle their wings from side to side, through an angle of 45 degrees, in a slow and deliberate mnner, for 10 to 15 seconds or longer, a behaviour that he could not explain.  Massive irruptions are known to occur sporadically (Larsen, 1991).

Flight period: All year; summer in cooler areas (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 88 [as Zizula hylax; Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].


“Egg.  0.4 mm diam. x 0.2 mm high, and pure white.  Laid between buds, singly, and may be confused with grains of sand.  There are two sets of ribs radiating, in opposite directions, from the micropyle, and consisting of some 14 ribs per set.  These ribs break up, down the sides, into an hexagonal netting-pattern.  Eggs hatch after 5 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.75 mm, growing to 1.5 mm in 4 days; 2nd instar growing to 2.5 mm in 3 days; 3rd instar growing to 5 mm in 4 days; 4th instar growing to 9 mm in 7 days.  The honey-gland and tubercles are present in the 3rd and 4th instars.  Larvae feed on the buds and young shoots, well concealed, and are difficult to detect.  Moulting takes place where the larva is feeding.  Pupa.  7 mm.  Secured between buds or young leaves by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  It is difficult to detect the pupa as, apart from its small size, its colour matches its surroundings very well.  Emergence takes place after some 8 days.  Parasites.  Pupa attacked by a small braconid.”

Braby & Woodger, 1994 [Zizula hylax attenuata; Australia].

Larval food:

Antigonon species (Polygonaceae) (coral creeper) [Larsen, 2005a; Philippines].

Chaetacanthus setiger (Pers.) Lindl. (Acanthaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 88; as Chatacantha setiger Ness].

Dyschoriste species (Acanthaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 88].

Fabaceae [Larsen, 2005a; India].

Justicia species (Acanthaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 88; as Justicea species].

Lantana camara L. (Verbenaceae) [Mamet, 1955; Mauritius].

Oxalis corniculata L. (Oxalidaceae) (exotic) [Murray, 1935; Van Someren, 1974: 330].

Phaulopsis imbricata (Forrsk.) Sweet (Acanthaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 88; as Phaylopsis imbricata (Forsk) Nees].

Ruellia species (Acanthaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 88].

Tribulus species (Zygophyllaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 239].

gaika Trimen, 1862 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 407 (398-406).  South Africa: “King William’s Town”.

mylica Guenée, 1863 (as sp. of Lycaena).  In Maillard, L., Notes sur l’Ile de la Reunion 2: 18 (1-72). Paris. [2nd edition.] Réunion.
cleodora Walker, 1870 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Entomologist 5: 54 (48-57).  Egypt: “Cairo; Mount Sinai”; Sudan: “Hor Tamanib”; Saudi Arabia?: “Wâdy Ferran”; “Harkeko”.
perparva Saalmüller, 1884 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Abhandungen hrsg. Von der Senskenbergischen Naturforschenden Gesellschaft 17: 93 (1-246).  Madagascar: “N.-B.” [Nossi-Bé].
Genus Brephidium Scudder, 1876
Bulletin of the Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences 3: 123 (98-129).
Type-species: Lycaena exilis Boisduval, by original designation [extralimital].

A genus of four species.  Two species are Afrotropical; the other two are extralimital.

Brephidium exilis (Boisduval, 1852)

?

Type locality: ?

Distribution: Largely extralimital but recorded from the offshore islands of Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates (Gillett, 2002).

Specific localities:

United Arab Emirates – Marawha Island, near Abu Dhabi (Gillett, 2002).

Common name: 

Habitat: 

Habits: 

Flight period: 

Early stages:

Larval food:

References:

Pittaway et al., 2006.
Brephidium metophis (Wallengren, 1860)

Lycaena metophis Wallengren, 1860.  Wiener Entomologische Monatschrift 4: 37 (33-46).

Type locality: Namibia: “Ad Kuisip Africae”.

Distribution: Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Free State Province – west, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Mozambique – Maputo (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Botswana – Makaikais (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Namibia – near Walvis Bay (Wahlberg; TL).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Willowmore (Swanepoel, 1953); Hankey (Swanepoel, 1953); Alicedale (Swanepoel, 1953); Cradock (Swanepoel, 1953); Aberdeen (Swanepoel, 1953); Steynsburg district (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Western Cape Province – Clanwilliam (Swanepoel, 1953); Vanrhynsdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Matjesfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Calitzdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Hanover Road (Swanepoel, 1953); to the west of Montagu (Pringle, et al., 1994); foot of the Molteno Pass near Beaufort West (Pringle, et al., 1994); Little Brak near Mossel Bay (Pringle, et al., 1994); near Klawer (Pringle, et al., 1994); between Vanrhynsdorp and Bitterfontein (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Northern Cape Province – Garies (Swanepoel, 1953); Springbok (Swanepoel, 1953); Noupoort (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Tinktinkie blue.

Habitat: 

Habits: 

Flight period: All of the warmer months of the year, from as early as August (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 89 [as Brephidium metophis; near Mossel Bay and near Montagu, both Western Cape Province].


“Egg.  0.4 mm diam. x 0.175 mm high.  Laid singly on the bladder-like leaf of the food-plant, where it is very inconspicuous.  White with touches of yellow when laid, the egg changes to pale green with fine white ribbing arranged in two reversed sets, of 24 each, radiating from the micropyle in involute curves.  The intersections are punctuated by very small moles.  Eggs hatch after 8-10 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.8 mm, growing to 1.6 mm in 4 days; 2nd instar growing to 2.25 mm in 5 days; 3rd instar growing to 3.7-4.2 mm in 8 days; 4th instar growing to 8.5 mm in 12 days.  The honey-gland and tubercles are present in the 3rd and 4th instars.  Larvae burrow into the bladder-like leaves, leaving a round hollowed-out hole and move to the next one.  Moulting takes place where the larvae are feeding and an empty shell is left.  Larvae are not easily detected owing to their size and colour.  There are many broods.  The final-instar tubercles have 13 finely-barbed spines.  Colour does not vary.  Pupa.  6-6.5 mm.  Secured among dry leaves by cremastral hooks and a girdle.  The colour is varied by the intensity of spotting.  Emergence takes place after 9 days.  Parasites.  Larva parasitized by a number of small chalcids which were found on the food-plant occupied by larvae of this species, it is presumed that they may have preyed on the larvae.”

Larval food:

Exomis microphylla (Thunb.) Aell. var. axyrioides (Fenzl.) Aell. (Chenopodiaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 89; as Exomis axyrioides].
Genus Oraidium Bethune-Baker, 1914
Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1914: 331 (314-337).
Type-species: Lycaena barberae Trimen, by original designation.

A monobasic Afrotropical genus.

Oraidium barberae (Trimen, 1868)

Lycaena barberae Trimen, 1868.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1868: 89 (69-96).

Type locality: South Africa: “Highlands, near Grahamstown; Tsomo River; Burghersdorp; Murraysburg”.

Diagnosis: Similar to Brephidium metophis, from which it differs in the following features: darker on the upperside; on the hindwing underside it lacks the scattered irregular white markings that are present in metophis (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Botswana – Gaborone (Larsen).

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalies (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladybrand (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Highlands west of Grahamstown (Barber and Atherstone; TL), Tsomo River (TL; Bowker); Burgersdorp (TL; Kannemeyer); between Port Elizabeth and Uitenhage (Swanepoel, 1953); Willowmore (Swanepoel, 1953); Zuurberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Steynsburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Murraysburg (TL; Muskett); St. Helena Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Breede River (Swanepoel, 1953); Robertson (Swanepoel, 1953); Calitzdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Bonnievale (Swanepoel, 1953); Matjesfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Hanover Road (Swanepoel, 1953); Montagu (Swanepoel, 1953); Beaufort West (Swanepoel, 1953); Nuwerus; near Mossel Bay; Yzerfontein; Die Kelders (Pringle, et al., 1994); Bitterfontein (Swanepoel, 1953).

Northern Cape Province – Garies (Swanepoel, 1953); Kamieskroon (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Lesotho – Maseru (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Dwarf blue.

Habitat: Often found in areas with short grass and sandy patches (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Males establish and defend small territories (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All of the warmer months (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Exomis microphylla (Thunb.) Aell. var. axyrioides (Fenzl.) Aell. (Chenopodiaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 92; as Exomis axyrioides].
Genus Azanus Moore, 1881

In: Moore, 1880-2.  The lepidoptera of Ceylon 1: 79 (190 pp.). London.
Type-species: Papilio ubaldus Stoll, by original designation.

A predominantly Afrotropical genus of 11 species.  Of the eight Afrotropical members, two species extend extralimitally.  The colloquial name “babul blues” is derived from the Hindi name for trees of the genus Acacia, the major larval foodplants of the genus (Larsen, 1991).

Subgenus Azanus Moore, 1881.

Azanus (Azanus) jesous (Guérin-Méneville, 1849)

Polyommatus jesous Guérin-Méneville, 1849.  In: Lefebrve, T., Voyage en Abyssinie (4) 6 (Zoologie): 383 (364-386).
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Azanus jesous.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Hartbeespoort, Tvl., RSA.  18.2.79.  M.H. Villet.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3981).

Type locality: Ethiopia.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland, Lesotho.  Also in Arabia (south and west).

Extralimital in the Middle East, Morocco, India, Sri Lanka.  Recorded from Spain, for the first time, by Holmes (2002: 77).

Specific localities:

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).
Zambia – Choma; Chalimbana; Mufulira; Kasaba Bay, Lake Tanganyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001); Buffelsdrif Conservancy (Williams).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladybrand (Swanepoel, 1953); Zastron (Swanepoel, 1953); Frankfort (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Ixopo (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Magut (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Aberdeen (Swanepoel, 1953); Queenstown (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Middelburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Kokstad (Swanepoel, 1953).
Western Cape Province – Cape Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Beaufort West (Swanepoel, 1953); Strandfontein (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Swaziland – Bremersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Lesotho – Maseru (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Topaz babul blue; African babul blue.

Habitat: Savanna and Karoo.  In West Africa in Sudan savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A common and somewhat migratory species (Larsen, 1991).  Specimens are often seen flying around the crown of a flowering acacia tree.  Both sexes are fond of flowers, especially those of its larval foodplant, and males are avid mud-puddlers.  Males are also occasionally seen on carrion.

Flight period: All year, but commoner in summer (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 233 [Mt. Elgon, Kenya].


The larva feeds on the young shoots of the food-plants.  Egg.  Minute, circular, white, much flattened above.  Diameter 0.25 mm.  Laid among the terminal leaflets.  Larva.  A beautiful bright green of a shade exactly resembling the food-plant.  The dorsum is double-ridged and bluntly ‘saw-toothed’, there being a depressed reddish orange dorsal line between the ridges.  The collar is narrow, hairy posteriorly, and edged with black.  Along the margins are fine black diagonal stripes, and the edges of the carapace are scalloped.  The last pair of teeth of the dorsal ridge are much darker in colour, the last two lateral stripes being jet black, so that the whole forms a dark patch just above the anal segments.  These latter are flattened and carry a gland situated at the anterior extremity of a broad dark green longitudinal stripe, with the two tubercles placed close together on either side and just below the gland.  These are exserted vertically, but not vibrated, and are longish, and white with spiny terminal rosette.  Length 12 mm.  Pupa.  Very small, brown or green, the abdominal segments being lighter in colour, and having two rows of black dorsal spots.  It is narrow and elongate, with thorax ridged, and a distinct depression between this and the abdominal segments.  Head-case prominent, protruding rather far anteriorly.  The pupa is placed on a stem of the food-plant, or in a crack of the bark.  Length 8 mm.

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 92 [as Azanus jesous jesous; Eastern Cape Province].


“Egg.  0.5 mm diam. x 0.25 mm high.  Laid singly on flowers, galls or stems.  Very pale green with white ribbing arranged, on the top, in two reversed sets radiating from the micropyle in involute curves, 24 each way.  There are two rings of moles on the edge of the egg and the ribbing resolves into an hexagonal netting-pattern down the sides.  Eggs hatch after 7 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2 mm in 3 days; 2nd instar growing to 4 mm in 4 days; 3rd instar growing to 6.5 mm in 4 days; 4th instar growing to 12 mm in 8 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd to 4th instars, and the tubercles in the 3rd and 4th instars.  The final-instar tubercles each have 30 finely barbed spines.  Larvae feed on the buds and flowers, burrowing with the extended ‘neck’ well into them, and the larvae have also been observed burrowing into galls.  The colour varies considerably, from almost plain yellow to green with dark green diagonal stripes and a red dorsal strip.  The 4th and 9th segments are heavily marked.  Moulting takes place where the larva is feeding and the discarded skin is left in a neat pile.  There is a succession of broods during the warm months.  Pupa.  9 mm.  Secured to a twig by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  The colour is pale dull green, but this can vary through the intensity or otherwise of the grey markings.  Emergence takes place after some 10 days.  Parasites.  Egg, larval and pupal parasitoids presumably the same as for A. moriqua, A. mirza and A. natalensis.”

Larval food:

Acacia abyssinica Hochst. ex Benth. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 233 (Kenya)].

Acacia karroo Hayne (Fabaceae) [Bampton, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 277].

Acacia pseudofistula (Fabaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 113].

Acacia stenocarpa Hochst. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 233 (Kenya)].

Adenopodia spicata (E. Mey.) Presl. (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 92; as Entada spieala].

Dichrostachys species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 241].

Entada species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
Galls growing on Acacia species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 92].

Medicago species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 241].

agave Walker, 1870 (as sp. of Lampides).  Entomologist 5: 53 (48-57).  Somalia: “Hor Tamanib; Tajora”.
sigillata Butler, 1876 (as sp. of Lampides).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 483 (480-490).  Ethiopia: “Atbara”.
Azanus (Azanus) mirza (Plötz, 1880)

Lycaena mirza Plötz, 1880.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 203 (189-206).
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Azanus mirza.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Durban.  24.XI.1953.  L. Vári.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3983).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Victoria”.

Diagnosis: Similar to A. moriqua but on the underside of the hindwing of  mirza there is a yellowish orange lunule above the black spot with metallic scales in area 2 (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Also, A. moriqua has well developed black marginal bands on the upperside of both wings.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Benin, Nigeria (including Cross River loop), Cameroon, Kenya, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).  Also in Yemen.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Bia N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Mwinilunga; Mufulira; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Botswana – Gaborone (Larsen).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Duiwelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Makapan’s Caves (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Chuniespoort (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); St. Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Pringle, et al., 1994); Umhlanga Rocks (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Pale babul blue; mirza blue.

Habitat: Forest and moist savanna.  In West Africa in forest and Guinea savanna, sparingly penetrating Sudan savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Similar to those of the much commoner A. jesous (Larsen, 1991).  Males are known to mud-puddle (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 97 [as Azanus mirza; near Umhlanga Rocks, KwaZulu-Natal].


“Egg.  0.4 mm diam. x 0.2 mm high.  Laid singly on buds.  Pale green with broad white ribbing arranged on the top in two sets, each with 16 ribs, radiating in opposite directions in involute curves from the micropyle.  The intersections have small moles and the spaces between the ribs are upwardly-domed.  Eggs hatch after 7 days.  The shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.7 mm, growing to 1.2 mm in 3 days; 2nd instar growing to 2.2 mm in 4 days; 3rd instar growing to 4.5 mm in 4 days; 4th instar growing to 8.5-9.5 mm in 11 days.  The honey-gland and tubercles are only present in the 3rd and 4th instars.  The final-instar tubercles each have 24 finely barbed spines.  Larvae feed on the flowers and buds and moult where they are feeding, leaving the skin in the form of a neat envelope.  There is a rotation of broods during the warm months.  The colour varies considerably, especially, in the final instar, in which it varies from a plain dull yellowish white to an elaborate colour-scheme, with a salmonish base, cut by white and blue-green stripes; while there are intermediate variations.  Pupa.  6.5. mm.  Secured to a twig or dried leaf by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  The colour varies with the intensity of the spotting.  Emergence takes place after 8 days.  Parasites.  Pupa killed by the tachinid, Cadurciella rufipalpis.  Maggots emerged 11-15.III.60; pupated 13-17.III.60; flies emerged 24-29.III.60.”

Larval food:

Acacia kraussiana Meisn. (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 97].

Allophylus alnifolius Radlik. (Sapindaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 330].

Allophylus species (Sapindaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 97].

Dichrostachys glomerata Hutch. (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 330].

Dichrostachys species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 241].

Note: The utilization of Allophylus species (Sapindaceae) by A. mirza appears to be unique in the genus.  Larsen (2005a) speculates that this may constitute a host-plant shift consequent to its penetration of forest habitat.  However, it could be argued that the genus colonized savanna habitats from the forest and that Sapindaceae is therefore the ancestral host-plant family for the genus.  It would be of great interest to know what the larval hosts of the two forest-dwelling Magagascan species of the genus are.  A molecular phylogeny of the genus would perhaps shed more light on this issue (MCW).

occidentalis Butler, 1888 (as sp. of Azanus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1887: 571 (567-574).  Cameroon: “Rio del Rey”.
dificiens Dufrane, 1953 (as f. of Azanus mirza).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 89: 55 (41-57).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “rivière Muana, territoire Shabunda”.
ornata Dufrane, 1953 (as f. of Azanus mirza).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 89: 55 (41-57).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “rivière Muana, territoire Shabunda”.
mirzaellus Koçak, 1980 (as replacement name for Lycaena mirza Plötz.).  Nota Lepidopterologicae 2: 141 (139-146).  [Name placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Species Names in Zoology; Opinion 1478, 1988.  Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 45: 78.]
Azanus (Azanus) moriqua (Wallengren, 1857)

Lycaena moriqua Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 39 (55 pp.).
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Azanus moriqua.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Weenen, Nat.  H.M. Millar.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3983).

Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Chad, Kenya, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province,  Mpumalanga, North West Province,  Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland, Lesotho. Also in Saudi Arabia (south-west), Yemen, Oman.

Specific localities:

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).
Zambia – Lusaka; Chisamba; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Waterberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoutpansberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).
North West Province – Zeerust (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953); Ixopo (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Uitenhage (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St. Johns (Swanepoel, 1953); Umtata (Swanepoel, 1953); Queenstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Graaff-Reinet (Swanepoel, 1953); Somerset East (Swanepoel, 1953); Tsomo River (Swanepoel, 1953); Butterworth (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Swellendam (Swanepoel, 1953); Breede River (Swanepoel, 1953); George (Swanepoel, 1953); Steenbras River mouth (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Swaziland – Balegane (Swanepoel, 1953).
Common name: Black-bordered babul blue; thorn-tree blue.

Habitat: Savanna and Karoo.

Habits: A fairly common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes are sometimes seen flying around the crowns of flowersing acacias in numbers.  Males often mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).  It usually roosts on the bare twigs of acacia trees (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 96 [as Azanus moriqua; East London, Eastern Cape Province].


“Egg.  0.4 mm diam. x 0.2 mm high.  Laid singly on buds of the food-plant.  Green with white ribbing arranged in two sets of 18 involute curves radiating, in opposite directions, from the micropyle, and continuing diagonally down the sides.  On the top, the spaces enclosed by the ribs are bulged upwards and there are very small moles at the intersections.  Eggs hatch after 5 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.75 mm, growing to 1.5 mm in 4 days; 2nd instar growing to 2.25 mm in 4 days; 3rd instar growing to 4.5 mm in 4 days; 4th instar growing to 10.5 mm in 9 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd to 4th instars, and the tubercles in the 3rd and 4th instars.  The final-inster tubercles each have 11 finely barbed spines.  Larvae feed on the buds and flowers, burrowing well in by means of an extended ‘neck’.  The colour varies considerably, with high colours of salmon, green and brown, all giving way to plain dull green in another colour-form.  The 9th segment seems, in all forms, to be darkened over the dorsum.  Moulting takes place where the larva is feeding and a neat pile of skin is left where it has moulted.  There is a succession of broods.  Hibernation occurs in the colder parts.  Pupa.  8 mm.  Secured to a twig or dry leaf by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  The colour is a dirty yellow-green, varying with the intensity of the greyish markings.  Emergence takes place after some 10 days.  Parasites.  Egg infested by very small chalcids.  Larva killed by Diptera: the tachinids Cadurciella rufipalpis and Aplomyia poultoni; also by a Pimpla sp.”

Larval food:

Acacia karroo Hayne (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 96].

Entada species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 96].
benigna Möschler, 1884 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Verhandlungen der Zoologisch-Botanischen Gesellschaft in Wien 33: 285 (267-310).  South Africa: “Kaffernlandes”.
Azanus (Azanus) natalensis (Trimen & Bowker, 1887)

Lycaena natalensis Trimen & Bowker, 1887.  South-African butterflies: a monograph of the extra-tropical species 2 Erycinidae and Lycaenidae: 77 (242 pp.). London.
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Azanus natalensis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Tzaneen, Tvl.  6.XII.1967.  D.A. Swanepoel.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3982).

Type locality: South Africa: “Coasts Districts.- Umgeni Railway Station; Upper Districts.- Maritzburg; Estcourt and Bushman’s River; Hermansburg”; Mozambique: “Delagoa Bay”.

Original description:

“Exp. al., male 1 in – 1 in. 2 lin.; female 1 in. 1-2.5 lin.  Male.  Violaceous-blue with a slight pinkish tinge (very nearly the same tint as in moriqua, Wallengren), the discal spots of the under side indistinctly perceptible; a well-defined black line edging hind-margins; cilia in fore-wing fuscous, except next apex, between third and second median nervules, and between first median nervule and submedian nervure, where white replaces the fuscous, - in hind-wing fuscous basally , but white externally throughout.  Hind-wing: no tail; usually an indistinct blackish hind-marginal spot at anal angle, and sometimes a second, very indistinct one above it.  Under side: white, with brown stripes and streaks and black spots; in both wings – a long slender brown trerminal disco-cellular lunule; a slightly irregular, submarginal, lunulated, brown, slender streak; and a hind-marginal row of small spots, mostly black, but a few indistinct and brownish.  Fore-wing: a conspicuous longitudinal streak, inferiorly bordering costal nervure, black from base, but becoming brown and suffused towards extremity of discoidal cell, whence it borders costa and unites with origin of brown discal fascia; this fascia brown, rather broad, sharply defined, slightly oblique, emitting a prominent dentation outward just above third median nervule, abruptly interrupted on second median nervule, its widely separated lower part (consisting of a large upper spot and very small inferior one) much nearer base than the rest; a conspicuous rounded black spot in lower part of discoidal cell near extremity; the fourth and sixth spots in hind-marginal row brownish, obsolescent.  Hind-wing: short, basal, sub-transverse black streak, and sub-basal transverse row of four black spots as in moriqua, but more strongly marked; an extremely irregular and interrupted discal row of very unequal-sized black spots, of which the first and second next costa about middle are large and conspicuous, - the third (a good deal beyond them) minute, - the fourth (still farther beyond) minute or quite obsolete, - the fifth (close to submarginal streak), sixth (considerably nearer base), and eighth (on inner margin about middle) large, - and the seventh very small but usually geminate; spots of hind-marginal row larger than in fore-wing (especially the first, next costa), only the fourth brownish and obsolescent, the fifth and sixth large, spangled with silvery-blue.  Female.  White, with rather broad fuscous-brown costal and hind-marginal borders, and fuscous discal submacular fascia and spots following the pattern of the under side; shot with violaceous-blue from bases.  Fore-wing: terminal disco-cellular lunule much broader, and discal fascia much broader and its lower part less disconnected than on under side of male; blue suffusion extending to beyond middle along inner margin and filling discoidal cell.  Hind-wing: only the lower larger spots of discal row represented; two hind-marginal spots next anal angle blackish, distinct; blue suffusion filling cell and extending thinly below and beyond it over median nervules.  Under side: markings generally larger than in male, especially the disco-cellular lunules, the hind-marginal spots, and in fore-wing the discal fascia.  Fore-wing: a faint brownish suffusion basally.”
Distribution: Senegal, Ghana, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Ethiopia, Kenya, Zambia (widespread), Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Niokola-Koba National Park (Condamin teste Larsen, 2005a; requires confirmation).
Ghana – Bole (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a).

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).

Nigeria – Iseyin (Larsen, 2005a); Kano (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Lusaka; Chalimbana; Mwekera; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Letaba (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoutpansberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Nelspruit (Swanepoel, 1953); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Drummond (Swanepoel, 1953); Hermansburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Weenen (Swanepoel, 1953); Balgowan (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Stanger (Swanepoel, 1953); Thabamshlope (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Kei River (Swanepoel, 1953); Sihota (Swanepoel, 1953); Kokstad (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Bremersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Natal babul blue; Natal blue.

Habitat: Moist savanna.  In West Africa in Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is probably the least common species of the genus.  Although it is the largest member of the genus, it has the weakest flight.  Both sexes feed from flowers, especially those of acacias.  Males mud-puddle.  A male was found feeding from flowers in montane grassland at 2 200 m on the Long Tom Pass (Mpumalanga, South Africa) and a female at 2 600 m in Golden Gates Highland N.P. (Free State, South Africa), attesting to the dispersal powers of the species (MCW, unpublished).

Flight period: All year in favourable localities; summer in colder areas (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 232 [Mt. Elgon, Kenya].


The larva feeds on the young shoots of the food-plant.  Egg.  White, circular and very flattened.  Diameter 0.75 mm.  It is laid among the young shoots.  Larva.  Onisciform in shape, and the ground-colour is very pale green.  It has a modified double-ridged dorsum, the ‘teeth’ of which are much flattened, leaving a dark green dorsal line between the ridges.  Along the lateral are black, white-edged, diagonal stripes continuing in front round the collar.  The latter is characteristic, being squarely pointed in front, the second segment also being somewhat swollen and hood-like.  It is edged with white.  The lateral ‘skirts’ are pale yellow, heavy, and much broadened.  The flattened anal segments are divided centrally by a broad dark green line, and half-way to the edge on either side are the tubercles, almost invisible in the light ground colour and very minute.  They are not apparently exsertile.  Above them is a large gland.  Length 16 mm.  Pupa.  Narrow and of nearly even width throughout, but tapering slightly to the rather pointed posterior extremity and to the head-case.  The latter is square ended and prominent, and behind it are conspicuous ‘shoulders’.  The thorax is ridged and dorsally there is a depression between it and the abdominal segments.  The surface is smooth and polished, coloured green or brown, with a dark dorso-abdominal line and rows of large black spots on the sides.  In addition, there are a few black spots on the sides of the thorax.  Length 10-11 mm.  Parasites.  The hymenopteran Tetrastichus sculpturatus Waterst. (Chalcidae) as well as a tachinid were bred.

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 100 [as Azanus natalensis; near Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].


“Egg.  0.4 mm diam. x 0.2 mm high.  Laid singly on buds or young shoots.  Very pale green to white, with white ribbing.  There are 16 rosetted moles round the upper edge and two sets of ribs, 16 in each set, radiate from the micropyle in reverse involute curves, doubling in number half-way to the edge.  Eggs hatch after 3-4 days.  Discarded shells are not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.75 mm, growing to 1.6 mm in 5 days; 2nd instar growing to 2.5 mm in 3 days; 3rd instar growing to 5 mm in 3 days; 4th instar growing to 11.5 mm in 5-7 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd to 4th instars; the tubercles in the 3rd and 4th instars.  There are some 20 finely barbed spines on each of the final-instar tubercles.  Larvae feed on the buds and flowers of the food-plant and by extending their ‘necks’ they burrow deep into these.  Moulting takes place where the larvae are feeding and the discarded skin is left in a neat pile.  There is a succession of broods until cold weather results in hibernation, in the general run of localities in South Africa.  Pupa.  8 mm.  Secured to a twig by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  The colour is pale green, which is darkened or lightened by the intensity or otherwise of the grey marking.  The imago emerges after 9-12 days.  Parasites.  Larva killed by a small Pimpla sp. in the 2nd instar.  Pupa killed by the tachinid Diptera, Aplomyiella (?) laeviventris.”

Larval food:

Acacia abyssinica Hochst. ex Benth. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 232 (Kenya)].

Acacia karroo Hayne (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 100].

Associated ants:

Cataulacus donisthorpei Sants. (Formicidae) [Jackson, 1937: 232 (Kenya)].

Engramma ilgi For. (Formicidae) [Jackson, 1937: 232 (Kenya)].
Azanus (Azanus) sitalces (Mabille, 1900)

Lycaena sitalces Mabille, 1900.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France 68: 723 (723-753).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Antongil [Antongil Bay]”.  Misspelled as “Antogil” in Ackery et al., (1995) (Lees et al., 2003).

Distribution: Madagascar, Comoro Islands.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Azanus (Azanus) sitalces sitalces (Mabille, 1900)

Lycaena sitalces Mabille, 1900.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France 68: 723 (723-753).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Antongil [Antongil Bay]”.  Misspelled as “Antogil” in Ackery et al., (1995) (Lees et al., 2003).

Distribution: Madagascar.
rubropuncta Lathy, 1921 (as sp. of Azanus).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 8: 208 (208).  Madagascar: “Marsantsetia”.
Azanus (Azanus) sitalces mayotti d'Abrera, 1980

Azanus sitalces mayotti d'Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region: 552 (593 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Comoro Islands: “Mayotte”.

Distribution: Comoro Islands (Mayotte Island).
Azanus (Azanus) soalalicus (Karsch, 1900)

Cupido soalalicus Karsch, 1900.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 26: 369 (367-370).

Type locality: Madagascar: “West-Madagaskar”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Azanus (Azanus) ubaldus (Stoll, 1782)

Papilio ubaldus Stoll, 1782.  In Stoll, 1780-2.  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 4 [part]: 209 (29-252). Amsteldam & Utrecht.
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Azanus ubaldus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 19mm.  Klapperkop, Pretoria, Transvaal, S. Africa. [25 28 CC].  15 May 1988.  S.P. Norman.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3980).
Type locality: India: “Coromandel”.

Diagnosis: The male is at once distinguished by the blue, velvety discal patch on the forewing upperside (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Senegal, Burkina Faso, Ghana (north), Nigeria (north), Niger, Kenya. Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), Lesotho.  Also in Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman.

Extralimital in the Canary Islands, North Africa, Egypt, eastern Mediterranean, India, Sri Lanka.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Wa (J. van Dinthen teste Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Known from a single male taken by Heath near Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).
Mpumalanga – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).
North West – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953).
Gauteng – Throughout bushveld areas (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladybrand (Swanepoel, 1953); Zastron (Swanepoel, 1953); Frankfort (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953); Ixopo (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953)

Eastern Cape Province – Burghersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Queenstown (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Swellendam (Swanepoel, 1953); Matjesfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Beaufort West (Swanepoel, 1953); Murraysburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Northern Cape Province – Kimberley (Swanepoel, 1953).

Lesotho – Olifants Been on the Comet Spruit (Makaleng River) (Trimen, 1870); Maseru (Swanepoel, 1953).
Common name: Velvet-spotted babul blue; desert babul blue.

Habitat: Savanna and Karoo.  In West Africa it is Sahelian and, to a lesser extent, inhabits Sudan savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Usually found flying rapidly around flowering acacia trees.  This species is apparently migratory (Larsen, 1991).  On cloudy days they rest on the bark of stout branches and tree trunks, a behaviour not evidenced by other members of the genus.  Both sexes feed from flowers, especially those of acacias, and males sometimes mud-puddle (Pringle et al., 1994).  Under appropriate conditions hundreds of males have been seen mud-puddling (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All of the warmer months of the year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 93 [as Azanus ubaldus; Eastern Cape Province].


“Egg.  Unrecorded.  Only the final-instar larva is recorded.  It is green or yellow-green, one form being unmarked but with parts of the body, including the lateral ridge, lighter than the rest of the surface; another form is prominently marked with purple to brownish purple and is yellow in places, as in the illustration.  The numerous very small setae on the surface of the larva arise from rounded bases.  Pupa.  10 mm.  Light brown in colour and of the form usual in the genus.”

Larval food:

Acacia karroo Hayne (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 93].

Possibly Dichrostachys (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Associated ants:

Camponotus species (Formicidae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Prenolepis species (Formicidae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Relevant literature:

Collins, 1991a

ethoda Walker, 1870 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Entomologist 5: 53-5 (48-57).  Egypt: “Cairo”.
itea Walker, 1870 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Entomologist 5: 55 (48-57).  Egypt: “Cairo”.
macalenga Trimen, 1870 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1870: 364 (341-390).  Lesotho: “Olifants Been, on the Cornet Spruit (Makaleng river)”.
thebana Staudinger, 1894 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 7: 244 (241-296).  Egypt: “Cairo”.
Subgenus Azanisis Kemal, 2004

(Centre for Entomological Studies Miscellaneous Papers 88-89: 11 (1-13)).  Type species: Papilio isis Drury, 1773, by original designation.

Note: I have not seen this paper and cannot therefore comment on the validity of this subgenus.  It should be noted, however, that the genitalia are typical of those of members of the rest of the genus (Larsen, 2005a: 268).

Azanus (Azanisis) isis (Drury, 1773)

Papilio isis Drury, 1773.  Illustrations of Natural History 2: index et 6 (90 pp.). London.
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Azanus isis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Kitwe, N. Rh.  1954.  J.H.S. Kruger.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3988).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Ethiopia, Tanzania (north-west), Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Munene Forest (common) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Chingola; Kalalushi; Kitwe; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: White-banded babul blue.

Habitat: Forest edges and clearings and woodland (moist savanna) (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habits: This is a common butterfly, which is sometimes abundant (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is slow.  Specimens are often encountered along forest roads (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  Males mud-puddle, are frequent vistors to carcasses and excrement, and also settle on sweaty clothing and skin.  They are attracted to traps baited with rotting shrimp (Larsen, 2005a).  Females are less often seen (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Dichrostachys cinerea africana (Fabaceae) [Congdon and Collins, 1998: 105; oviposition; Minziro, Tanzania].

Dichrostachys glomerata Hutch. (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 330].
caeruleoalbus Goeze, 1779 (as sp. of Papilio).  Entomologische Beyträge zu des Ritter Linné zwölften Ausgabe des Natursystems 3 (1): 212 (390 pp.). Leipzig.  Sierra Leone: “der Siera-leonische weissgeflekte Bläuling” [the Sierra Leone white-flecked little blue].
camillus Cramer, 1780 (as sp. of Papilio).  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia Africa en America 4 [part]: 20 (1-28).  Sierra Leone: “Siera Leona”.
isarchus Fabricius, 1793 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 316 (488 pp.).  “Habitat in America”. [False locality.]
Genus Eicochrysops Bethune-Baker, 1924
Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 14: 132 (130-135).
Type-species: Eicochrysops eicotrochilus Bethune-Baker, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 15 species.

Eicochrysops antoto (Strand, 1911)

Cupido antoto Strand, 1911.  Entomologische Rundschau 28: 138 (137-141).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Umgebung unterhalb Antotos”.

Distribution: Ethiopia.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Eicochrysops damiri Turlin, 1995

Eicochrysops damiri Turlin, 1993 and 1995.  Lambillionea 93 (4) (Tome I): 361 (345-361) and  Lambillionea 95 (2) (Tome I): 201 (197-210).

Type locality: Comoro Islands.

Distribution: Comoro Islands.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Eicochrysops distractus (de Joannis & Verity, 1913)

Catochrysops distractus de Joannis & Verity, 1913.  Bollettino della Sociète Entomologica Italiana 44: 118 (115-122).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Eritrea”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Uganda (north), Kenya, Tanzania (Mt Longido), Yemen (Balint, 1999: 307).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (1991: 242) regards distractus as, at most, a subspecies of Eicochrysops masai (Bethune-Baker, 1905).  He does not, however, formally change its status.
pusillus Ungemach, 1932 (as sp. of Catochrysops).  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 94 (1-122).  Ethiopia: “Toké”. [Given as a good species in Ackery, et al., 1995, but synonymised with E. distractus De Joannis and Verity, 1913 by Kuhne, 2000 (Entomofauna 21 (17): 223 (213-226)).]
Eicochrysops dudgeoni Riley, 1929

Eicochrysops dudgeoni Riley, 1929 in Eltringham, et al., 1929.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 77: 497 (475-504).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Zaria province”.

Distribution: Guinea (Nimba Mountains), Sierra Leone, Ghana, Nigeria (north), Cameroon (north).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kyabobo National Park (Larsen, 2005a); Mole National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Zaria (TL); Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria (Larsen, 2005a); Anara Forest Reserve (S. Norman teste Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Yola (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Dudgeon’s cupid.

Habitat: Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Occurs in localized colonies, but may be numerous where it occurs (Larsen, 2005a).  Males often mud-puddle and both sexes come to flowers (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Eicochrysops eicotrochilus Bethune-Baker, 1924

Eicochrysops eicotrochilus Bethune-Baker, 1924.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 14: 132 (130-135).

Type locality: Zambia: “Fort Jameson”; Tanzania: “Ndarugu”; Zimbabwe: “Salisbury, Mashonaland”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (South Kivu, Shaba, Lualaba), Angola, Tanzania, Zambia (widespread), Zimbabwe (Harare District).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Lusaka; Chalimbana; Mpongwe; Ndola; Mufulira; Mafinga Mountains; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Harare (Marshall); Manyome (=Hunyani) River, 20 km south of Harare (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Brachystegia blue.

Habitat: Brachystegia woodland (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Flies feebly through the grass (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: October to February (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Eicochrysops fontainei Stempffer, 1961

Eicochrysops fontainei Stempffer, 1961.  Annales Musée Royal de l’Afrique Centrale (8) 94: 68 (73 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Binza, Léopoldville”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Eicochrysops hippocrates (Fabricius, 1793)

Hesperia hippocrates Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 288 (488 pp.).
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Eicochrysops hippocrates.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Hluhluwe, Zululand.  24.5.1964.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3972).

Type locality: [South Africa]: “Habitat in India”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (north), Namibia (Caprivi), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.  Also in Madagascar.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Niokolo-Koba (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Moshi (Cordeiro, 1995).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Victoria Falls; Lusaka; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).

Botswana – near Gaborone (Larsen, 2005a).

Limpopo Province – Letaba (Swanepoel, 1953); Duiwelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetzi (Swanepoel, 1953); Ramatoelaskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Williams).

Mpumalanga – Mariepskop (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Pinetown (Swanepoel, 1953); Umlazi River (Swanepoel, 1953); St. Lucia (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port St Johns (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: White-tipped blue; white-tipped cupid.

Habitat: Marshy places and stream banks in a range of vegetation types, from forest to relatively dry savanna.  In West Africa it is commonest in marshy habitats in Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).  In Madagascar it occurs in forest margins (Lees et al., 2003).

Habits: Occurs in localized colonies but there may be numerous individuals in a particular colony.  The flight is weak and fluttering, usually low down, and specimens settle frequently on the leaves of low vegetation (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Males are strongly territorial, usually defending their territory from a perch on a twig or green leaf, sometimes over water (Pringle et al., 1994; Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes are strongly attracted to flowers and males occasionally mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: The spring and summer months (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 44 [as Eicochrysops hippocrates; Clare Estate, near Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].


“Egg.  0.5 mm diam. x 0.25 mm high.  Laid singly on buds.  Pale green with two sets of white ribs, 16 in each, emanating, in reverse directions, in involute curves from the micropyle and extending down the sides diagonally where they are crossed by nearly horizontal ribs.  The intersections on the sides are capped by small moles.  Eggs hatch after 5 days.  The empty shells are not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.8 mm, growing to 1.5 mm in 3 days; 2nd instar growing to 2.5 mm in 3 days; 3rd instar growing to 5.5 mm in 5 days; 4th instar growing to 11-12 mm in 7 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 3rd and 4th instar.  The tubercles are only present in the 4th instar, and have 20 finely barbed spines each.  Larvae feed on the flowers and buds, their colour varying from pale yellow to pale green or pink.  There is a pink or salmon, yellow-bordered dorsal line.  All these variations are most pronounced in the final instar.  Larvae, when on the flowers, match their surroundings.  They moult where they are feeding.  The discarded skin is generally left in a neat pile.  Pupa.  8 mm.  Secured to a stalk by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  It is dull yellow; generally with heavy dark grey spotting.  It is liberally coated with spinous setae, except on the wing-cases.  Emergence takes place after 9 days.”

Larval food:

Polygonum species (Polygonaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 44].

Rumex species (Polygonaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 44].

Alchornea cordifolia (Euphorbiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 114; flowers].

Polygonum setulosum (Polygonaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 114].
delicatula Mabille, 1877 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France 2: 215 (214-240).  “Congo”.
Eicochrysops masai (Bethune-Baker, 1905)

Everes masai Bethune-Baker, 1905.  Novitates Zoologicae 12: 494 (492-496).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kikuyu Escarpment”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Uganda (north), Kenya (central, north), Tanzania (north).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kikuyu Escarpment; Ngong Hills; Nakuru; Green Lake near Lake Naivasha (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Masai blue.

Habitat: Grassy savanna.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: See note under Eicochrysops distractus (De Joannis and Verity, 1913), above.
Eicochrysops meryamae Rougeot, 1983

Eicochrysops meryamae Rougeot, 1983.  Bulletin Mensuel de la Société Linnéenne de Lyon 52: 231 (219-232).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Ethiopie, Province de Gondar, environs de Debarek, 2800 m d’altitude environ”.

Distribution: Ethiopia.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Eicochrysops messapus (Godart, 1824)

Polyommatus messapus Godart, 1824 in Latreille & Godart, 1819, 1824.  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 682 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]). Paris.
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Eicochrysops messapus messapus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 19mm.  Elandia, Worcester Distr., C. P.  2.XII.1964.  R.C. Littlewood.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3972).

Type locality: South Africa: “Cap de Bonne-Espérance”.

Diagnosis: Although the male of the nominate subspecies usually has no pink-orange scaling on the forewing specimens have been found which show partial development of this trait.  Conversely there are records of male specimens of ssp. mahallakoaena with pure blue forewings (Pringle, et al., 1994). 

Distribution: Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), Lesotho, Yemen (Larsen, 1991: 242).

Common name: Cupreous blue.

Habitat: Savanna, grassland and fynbos.

Habits: The flight is weak and close to the ground.  Both sexes feed from flowers and males mud-puddle.  The nominate subspecies is particularly fond of the flowers of species of Aspalathus (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year, but scarcer in winter (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 236.  (as Eicochrysops nandianus; Trans Nzoia, Kenya)


The larva feeds among the seed pods or on the leaves of a small weed, which grows in grassland.  Egg.  Very pale green, circular and very flattened, with a small dark central spot.  Diameter about 0.25 mm.  Laid on leaves and seed pods, usually rather near the ground and somewhat indiscriminately.  Every specimen of the plant will be found to carry 10-20 eggs.  When ovipositing, the female always rests with open wings, thus prominently displaying the bright red marginal spots of the hindwing.  Since the plant grows on the ground only 7-8 inches high, lizards are probably the chief enemies, and the red aposematic marks are therefore no doubt for their benefit.  This is an unusual postion for oviposition, most other species preferring to lay with closed wings, relying on the procryptic underside for protection.  Larva.  Narrow and green with a broad dark dorsal line and white margins, the whole thickly covered with short hair.  Anal extremity broadly rounded and collar well developed.  The dorsum is curved but there is no ridge or other irregularity.  Length 9 mm.  Pupa.  Placed horizontally along the stem of the plant.  It is narrow and pale green, the abdominal segments being lighter, and with the head-case and thorax covered with rather long whitish hair.  The wing-cases are smooth, rather longer than usual, reaching midway along the abdominal segments and ornamented posteriorly with a few black spots.  There is a dark dorsal line and a row of black dorsal spots, and along the sides of the thorax three jet-black diagonal stripes, while in continuation from these along the sides are minute black dots, one to each segment.  There is no waist between the thoracic and abdominal segments.  Length 7 mm.  Parasites.  The hymenopteran Tetrastichus sculpturatus Waterst. (Chalcidae) was bred.

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 45 [as Eicochrysops messapus; Port Elizabeth and East London, both Eastern Cape Province].


“Egg.  0.5 mm diam. x 0.3 mm high.  Laid singly.  Very pale blue, almost white, with white ribbing arranged, on top, in two sets, 16 in each, of reversed involute curves starting from the micropyle and continuing down the sides, where they break up into a triangular pattern, round moles.  Eggs hatch after 5 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.75 mm, growing to 1.5 mm in 4 days; 2nd instar growing to 2.75 mm in 4 days; 3rd instar growing to 5.5-6 mm in 3-4 days; 4th instar growing to 10-10.5 mm in 6 days.  The honey-gland is discernible in the 2nd instar and functions in the 3rd and 4th instars.  Tubercles are only present in the 3rd and 4th instars.  There are 20 finely barbed spines on each tubercle, in the 4th instar.  Larvae can extend their ‘necks’ far into a bud or young seed-pod without entering either.  They eat these out and move on, leaving no trace of their activities.  They match their surroundings and only a trained eye can spot them.  They moult where they are feeding and the empty skin is left intact.  There is a succession of broods.  Pupa.  8.5 mm.  Usually green, and covered with medium-long white hair which makes it difficult to spot the pupa.  Secured by cremastral hooks and a girdle to a twig or rubbish under the plant.  Emergence takes place after 8 days.  Parasites.  Larva killed by a small Diptera, the tachinid Aplomyia distans so far identified.  Larvae turn yellow and a small black patch shows where a larva has been stung.  The maggot emerges from the side of the larva or pupa.  Also attacked in the same manner by another tachinid, Zenillia species.”

Larval food:

Acacia seyal Delil (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 330; oviposition on flowers noted].
Indigofera species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 242].

Thesium species (Santalaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 45].

Eicochrysops messapus messapus (Godart, 1824)

Polyommatus messapus Godart, 1824 in Latreille & Godart, 1819, 1824.  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle [Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 682 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]). Paris.
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Eicochrysops messapus messapus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 19mm.  Elandia, Worcester Distr., C. P.  2.XII.1964.  R.C. Littlewood.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3972).

Type locality: South Africa: “Cap de Bonne-Espérance”.

Distribution: South Africa (Free State Province, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Free State Province – Springfontein (Oosthuizen).

Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Fort Beaufort (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Queenstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Butterworth (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Matatiele (Swanepoel, 1953).
Western Cape Province – Cape Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Malmesbury (Swanepoel, 1953); Piketberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Clanwilliam (Swanepoel, 1953); Tulbagh (Swanepoel, 1953); Paarl (Swanepoel, 1953); Worcester (Swanepoel, 1953); Swellendam (Swanepoel, 1953); Calitzdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); George (Swanepoel, 1953); Murraysburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Lesotho – Maseru (Bowker).

acca Westwood, 1851 in Doubleday and Westwood, 1846-52 (as sp. of Lycaena).   The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 76 [1851], 495 [1852] (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.  South Africa.
Eicochrysops messapus mahallakoaena (Wallengren, 1857)

Lycaena mahallakoaena Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 41 (55 pp.).
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Eicochrysops messapus mahallakoaena.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 21mm.  Amahlongwa, Natal.  18.VIII.1938.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3971).
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Eicochrysops messapus mahallakoaena.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Barberton, Mpumalanga, South Africa; 25 November, 2001; M.C. Williams (Williams collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Distribution: Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Katambora; Lusaka; Mpongwe; Ndola; Mufulira; Mkushi; Kanona; Kundalila Falls; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams); Mountain Sanctuary N.R. (Williams).
Gauteng – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Viljoenskroon (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Magut (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Loteni (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Lesotho – Maseru (Swanepoel, 1953).
Eicochrysops messapus nandiana (Bethune-Baker, 1906)

Catochrysops nandiana Bethune-Baker, 1906.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 17: 108 (104-110).

Type locality: Kenya: “Nandi”.

Distribution: Kenya, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Teita Hills; Chyulu Hills; Marsabit; Nairobi; Ngong Hills; Kitale (Larsen, 1991).

Note: Larsen (1991: 242) treats nandiana (Bethune-Baker, 1906) (as nandianus) as a full species, following Stempffer (1967) who averred that nandiana, mesappus (Godart, 1824) and mahallakoaeana (Wallengren, 1857) are closely related but, nevertheless, distinct species.
sapphirina Stoneham, 1938 (as sp. of Cupido).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (36): 2 (3 pp.).  Kenya: “Kenya: “East Surrey Coffeee Estates”.
Eicochrysops messapus sebagadis (Guérin-Méneville, 1849)

Polyommatus sebagadis Guérin-Méneville, 1849.  In: Lefebrve, T., Voyage en Abyssinie (4) 6 (Zoologie): 385 (364-386).

Type locality: Ethiopia.

Distribution: Ethiopia (highlands).  S.C. Collins found a population in Yemen (Larsen, 1991: 242) which may belong here, or may be an undescribed subspecies.
trisignatus Strand, 1911 (as ab. of Cupido messapus).  Entomologische Rundschau 28: 139 (137-141).  Ethiopia: “Antotos”.
Eicochrysops pauliani Stempffer, 1950

Eicochrysops pauliani Stempffer, 1950.  Naturaliste Malgache 2: 131 (131-133).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Tsaratanana, 1500 m”.

Distribution: Madagascar.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Eicochrysops pinheyi Heath, 1985

Eicochrysops pinheyi Heath, 1985.  Arnoldia. Zimbabwe 9: 264 (257-266).
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Eicochrysops pinheyi.  Male (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 15mm.  Hillwood, Zambezi Bridge, Ikelenge, Zambia.  25 March, 1983.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Eicochrysops pinheyi.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 19mm.  Hillwood Farm, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  17/xii/1983.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Zambia: “Chitunta stream, Ikelenge, N. W. Prov.”.

Distribution: Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Chitunta Stream, Ikelenge (TL); a single record from Kundalila Falls (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Heath, et al. (2002: 114) suspect that this taxon may be a form of Eicochrysops eicotrochilus Bethune-Baker, 1924.
Eicochrysops rogersi Bethune-Baker, 1924

Eicochrysops rogersi Bethune-Baker, 1924.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 14: 133 (130-135).

Type locality: Kenya: “Rabete [=Kabete]; Tongido”.

Distribution: Kenya (central, south), Tanzania? (Larsen, 1991).

Specific loclities: Kenya – Lower Moyo; Ngong; Nairobi; Soy; Kijabe; Mara; Mt Nyiro (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Rogers’ blue.

Habitat: Savanna.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Eicochrysops sanguigutta (Mabille, 1879)

Lycaena sanguigutta Mabille, 1879.  Bulletin de la Société Philomathique de Paris (7) 3: 132 (132-144).

Type locality: [Madagascar].  No locality [Nosy Be? (Lees et al., 2003)].

Distribution: Madagascar, Comoro Islands.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
caeuleoarcuata Saalmüller, 1884 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Abhandungen hrsg. Von der Senskenbergischen Naturforschenden Gesellschaft 17: 102 (1-246).  Madagascar: “N.-B.” [Nossi-Bé].
Eicochrysops sanyere Libert, 1993

Eicochrysops sanyere Libert, 1993.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 97 (4): 323 (321-332).

Type locality: Cameroon.

Distribution: Cameroon (north).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Yola (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Pseudophilotes Beuret, 1958
Mitteilungen aus der Entomologischen Gesellschaft 8: 100 (81-100).
Type-species: Papilio baton Bergstrasser, by original designation [extralimital].

A small Palaearctic genus of seven species, two of which just extend into the Afrotropical Region.

Pseudophilotes abencerragus (Pierret, 1837)

Argus abencerragus Pierret, 1837.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France 6: 21 (19-23).

Type locality: ?

Distribution: Iberian Peninsula, North Africa, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Saudi Arabia.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Cleonia lusitanica [Mattoni, 1980; Spain].

References:

Mattoni, R.H.T. 1980.  Shilap Revista de Lepidopterologia 8 (3): 183-185. [larval food and ecology, Spain].

Gomez-Bustillo, M.R. 1982.  Shilap Revista de Lepidopterologia 10 (2): 93-100. [description of a new subspecies from Spain].

Agenjo, R. 1984.  Graellsia 40: 159-162. [synonymyzes two Spanish subspecies]. 

Gomez-Bustillo, M.R. 1985.  Shilap Revista de Lepidopterologia 13 (1): 21-25. [reverses the synonymy instituted by Agenjo, 1984].

Garcia-Viianueva, V., et al. 1997.  Instituto Extremeno de Entomologia, Badajoz, 1-122. [records abencerragus from a new locality in Spain].

Weiss, J.C. 2000.  Linneana Belgica 17 (6): 233-238. [describes a new subspecies of abencerragus from Algeria].

Pseudophilotes abencerragus nabataeus (Graves, 1925)

Turania baton nabataeus Graves, 1925.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1925: 62 (17-125).

Type locality: Jordan: “Petra; Zarqa; Salt”.

Distribution: Saudi Arabia, northern Sinai, the Negev, Jordan.
Pseudophilotes vicrama (Moore, 1865)

Polyommatus vicrama Moore, 1865.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1865: 505 (486-509).

Type locality: ?

Distribution: Central and southern Europe, Middle East, Afghanistan, Pakistan (Chitral).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published?

Larval food: Nothing published?
Pseudophilotes vicrama clara (Christoph, 1887)

Lycaena baton var. clara Christoph, 1887.  In: Romanoff, N.M., Mémoires sur les Lépidoptères 3: 51 (50-125).

Type locality: Iran?: “Achal-Tekke-Gebiete”.

Distribution: The Balkans, Middle East, Arabia (Oman), Turkestan.
Genus Euchrysops Butler, 1900
Entomologist 33: 1 (1-2).
Type-species: Hesperia cnejus Fabricius, by original designation [extralimital].

A genus containing 26 Afrotropical species and a single extralimital species.

Euchrysops abyssinica (Aurivillius, 1922)

Cupido abyssinica Aurivillius, 1922.  In: Rothschild, M., Extrait du voyage de M. le Baron Maurice de Rothschild en Ethiopie et Afrique Orientale Anglaise: 367 (333-386). Paris.

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Tchafianani; Debasso”.

Distribution: Ethiopia.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Euchrysops alberta (Butler, 1901)

Chilades alberta Butler, 1901.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 7: 291 (288-291).

Euchrysops alberta (Butler, 1901).  Larsen, 2005a, comb. nov.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Borgu”.

Distribution: Nigeria (north-west), Sudan, Uganda (north).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Borgu (TL).

Sudan – Bahr-el-Ghazal (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Sahel cupid.

Habitat: Sahel.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Euchrysops albistriata (Capronnier, 1889)

Lycaena albistriata Capronnier, 1889.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 1889: 121 (118-127).
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Euchrysops albistriata albistriata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Ghibe-Tolley, Ethiopia.  26/ix/1997.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Euchrysops albistriata albistriata.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Ghibe-Tolley, Ethiopia.  24/ix/1997.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Aequator Huset”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Capronnier’s cupid.

Habitat: Forest (Heath, et al., 2002).  In West Africa it occurs mainly in Guinea savanna with incursions into Sudan savanna and disturbed areas in the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Occurs in localized colonies and is rarely common (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Euchrysops albistriata albistriata (Capronnier, 1889)

Lycaena albistriata Capronnier, 1889.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 1889: 121 (118-127).
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Euchrysops albistriata albistriata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Ghibe-Tolley, Ethiopia.  26/ix/1997.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Euchrysops albistriata albistriata.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Ghibe-Tolley, Ethiopia.  24/ix/1997.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Aequator Huset”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan (south), Uganda, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).

latrunculata Grünberg, 1910 (as sp. of Cupido).  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1910: 478 (469-480).  Cameroon: “Jaundegebiet”.  [Synonymized with E. albistriata albistriata (Cappronier, 1889) by Libert, 2001 (Lambillionea 101 (3) (Tome I): 357 (351-371)).]
Euchrysops albistriata greenwoodi d'Abrera, 1980

Euchrysops albistriata greenwoodi d'Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region: 554 (593 pp.).  Melbourne.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kakum National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Euchrysops banyo Libert, 2001

Euchrysops banyo Libert, 2001.  Lambillionea 101 (3) (Tome I): 363 (351-371).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Banyo area”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (J. Wojtusiak teste Larsen, 2005a; single female).

Common name: Banyo mountain cupid.

Habitat: Presumably in submontane grassland.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Euchrysops barkeri (Trimen, 1893)

Lycaena barkeri Trimen, 1893.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1893: 129 (123-143).

Type locality: South Africa: “D’Urban, Verulam; Zululand: St. Lucia Bay...; Etshowe; Lydenburg District”; Swaziland: “Little Usutu River”; Mozambique: “Delagoa Bay: Laurenço Marques; Rikatla”; Namibia: “Southern Ambuella: Otiembora”.

Diagnosis: Similar to E. osiris but there is only a single marginal black spot near the anal angle of the hindwing.  E. osiris has two black spots, crowned with orange lunules (Pringle, et al., 1994).  On the KwaZulu-Natal coast winter specimens have very faintly marked undersides (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Senegal, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri, Kinshasa, Bas-Fleuve, Cataractes, Kasai, Sankuru, Lulua, Lomami, Maniema, Lualaba), Uganda, Kenya (east, south), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (central areas, eastwards), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, ?Nambia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Accra Plains (Larsen, 2005a); Kintampo Falls (Larsen, 2005a); Kyabobo (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Suna; Rabai; Ngong; Taveta; Kisii; Bissil; Shimba Hills; Marsabit (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – virtually throughout (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Mumbwa; 100 km west of Kitwe; Ndola; Mpongwe; Luanshya; Mufulira; Mkushi; Mansa; Luangwa Valley (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Dondo Forest (Pringle, et al., 1994); Beira (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane district (Swanepoel, 1953); Wolkberg (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Isipingo (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Pringle, et al., 1994); Umhlanga Rocks (Pringle, et al., 1994); Hluhluwe (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Eastern Cape Province – Port St Johns (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).
Common name: Barker’s smoky blue; Barker’s cupid.

Habitat: Savanna.  In West Africa it inhabits mainly Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania, from sea-level to 1 800 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: This is a scarce butterfly in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is weak, fluttering, and low down (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Males are avid mud-puddlers (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 20 [as Euchrysops barkeri; Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].

“Egg: 0.75 mm diam. x 0.37 high.  Laid singly on young shoots.  Eggs are white, later assuming a faint green tint.  What little ribbing there is, is almost undetectable, the only feature being a raised portion which contains the micropyle.  Eggs hatch after 4-7 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva: 1st instar 1.5 mm, growing to 2.5 mm in 5 days; 2nd instar growing to 4 mm in 4 days; 3rd instar growing to 8 mm in 4 days; 4th instar growing to 16 mm in 7 days.  The honey-gland and tubercles are present in the 2nd to 4th instars.  The final instar tubercles have some 24 spines.  Larvae feed on the buds and young shoots, boring into the pith.  They moult where they are feeding.  The discarded skin is left intact.  There is a succession of broods.  In the final instar there is a marked variation in colour, from green to chocolate.  The 11th segment, bearing the tubercles, is of fantastic shape, quite different from that of the other members of the genus.  Ants, on the plants, visit the larvae for the liquid of the honey-gland.  Pupa: 12 mm.  Secured to a twig or dried leaves by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  It is of a peculiar shape, resembling a rolled dried leaf, which would make it difficult to find among dried leaves.  Its drab colour would no doubt match its surroundings.  The imago emerges after 18-23 days.  Parasites: Egg.  Attacked by small Chalcids and sucked out by bugs.  Recorded from eggs and larvae from Durban.”

Larval food:

Crotalaria species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 20].

Rhynchosia species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 20].

Vigna triloba Walp. (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 20].

Tecoma capensis Spach (Bignoniaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 20; oviposition only; as sp. of Tecomaria].

Eriosema species (Fabaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 221].

Ocimum species (Lamiaceae) [Larsen 1991: 246].

Vigna unguiculata (l.) Walp. (Fabaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 273].
Euchrysops brunneus Bethune-Baker, 1923

Euchrysops brunneus Bethune-Baker, 1923.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1922: 361 (275-366).

Type locality: Kenya: “Nairobi District”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (south) (Larsen, 1991), Somalia, Kenya (central, west), Uganda (east).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Nairobi; Saboti Hill; Visoi Gap; Mau; Ngong; Kitosh; Kacheliba (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Brown blue.

Habitat: Savanna.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Euchrysops crawshayi (Butler, 1899)

Scolitantides crawshayi Butler, 1899.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1899: 422 (417-427).

Type locality: Kenya: “Machakos”.

Distribution: Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi, Rwanda, ?Sudan, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Chyulu Hills, above 1 400 m; Kitale; Mount Kenya; Chepalungu; Mau Escarpment; Nairobi; Ngong Forest (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Crawshay’s blue.

Habitat: Moist savanna.

Habits: Flies close to the ground, among grass (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 234.  (Mount Elgon, Kenya)


The larvae feed on the fleshy outer cortex of the main tap root of the food-plant, always below ground; they are attended by many species of ants.  Egg.  Laid on the stem or lower leaves, usually singly.  It is white, circular, and very flattened, with a slight depression inside the rim, and a small raised, black spot in the centre.  Larva.  Dirty yellowish white and semi-translucent, as one would expect from a life in total darkness.  The skin is waxy, the segments sharply incised and the collar slightly darker in colour.  It is broad but with no marked dorsal ridge.  The anal segments are shield-shaped, broad and heavy, and carry anteriorly a gland with large oval orifice, and below it on either side and rather close to one another and to the central line are two tubercles.  These do not appear to be exsertile; they are visible to the naked eye as two small oval areas with dark edges which, when ants are present, are vibrated just inside the orifice, the movement appearing through a lens like the very rapid opening and closing of the shutters of a camera.  Length 15 mm; width 4 mm.  Pupa.  Translucent yellowish white, with a dark dorsal line.  It is long and narrow, the abdominal segments being especially long.  The head-case is prominent, the thorax short and sharply ridged, with a depression between it and the abdominal segments.  The latter are flattened, broad and rounded posteriorly.  Shoulders prominent, wing-cases transparent.  It is placed among the roots of the food-plant.  Length 12 mm.

Van Someren, 1974: 330 (as Caclirius crawshaimus [sic!] Aurivillius)


“Eggs deposited just above ground level.  Larva eats outer cortex of root, then works up stem, where it pupates.  Imago can only emerge when stem breaks on withering.”

Larval food:

Anchusa species (Boraginaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 246].

Cynoglossum coeruleum Hochst. ex D.C. (Boraginaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 234 (Kenya)].

Cynoglossum lanceolatum (Boraginaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 330].

Associated ant:

Monomorium minutum Mayr, var. pallipes For. (Formicidae) [Jackson, 1937: 235 (Kenya)].
Euchrysops crawshayi crawshayi (Butler, 1899)

Scolitantides crawshayi Butler, 1899.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1899: 422 (417-427).

Type locality: Kenya: “Machakos”.

Distribution: Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, ?Sudan (south).
subdita Grose-Smith, 1901 in Grose-Smith, 1897-1902 (as sp. of Scolitantides).   Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 3: 129 (214 pp.). London.  Kenya: “Nandi”.
crawshayanus Aurivillius, 1924 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as sp. of Cupido).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 473 (614 pp.).  [An unnecessary replacement name for Scolitantides crawshayi Butler, 1899, not Uranothauma crawshayi Butler, 1895.]
Euchrysops crawshayi fontainei Stempffer, 1967

Enchrysops [sic] crawshayi fontainei Stempffer, 1967.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 29: 998 (978-1000).

Type locality: Burundi: “Urundi, Kitega”,

Distribution: Burundi, Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo (east - South Kivu), Tanzania (north-west).
Euchrysops cyclopteris (Butler, 1876)

Lampides cyclopteris Butler, 1876.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 18: 483 (480-490).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Atbara”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Central African Republic, Sudan, Ethiopia.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Euchrysops decaryi Stempffer, 1947

Euchrysops decaryi Stempffer, 1947.  Revue Français d’Entomologie 14: 139 (139-140).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Besalampy, Côte occidentale, pays Sakalave, su-est de Majunga”.  The type locality was misspelled as “Belsampy” by Ackery et al. (1995: 656) (Lees et al., 2003).

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Unknown (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Euchrysops dolorosa (Trimen & Bowker, 1887)

Lycaena dolorosa Trimen & Bowker, 1887.  South-African butterflies: a monograph of the extra-tropical species 2 Erycinidae and Lycaenidae: 41 (242 pp.). London.
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Euchrysops dolorosa.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Hluhluwe, Zululand.  1.1.30.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3970).

Type locality: South Africa: “Potchefstroom District; Natal: Upper Districts. Estcourt; Biggarsberg; Blue Bank near the Drakensberg; Zuluand.- Napoleon Valley; Kaffraria Proper.- Bashee River”.

Original description:

“Exp. al., male 1 in. – 1 in. 2 lin.; female 1 in. 2 lin.  Male.  Pale-violaceous; fore-wing with a narrow, even, fuscous hind-marginal border, hind-wing with only a linear black edging and a series of indistinct fuscous spots; cilia greyish, mixed with fuscous in fore-wing, and narrowly interrupted with fuscous at ends of nervules in hind-wing.  Hind-wing: spot between first and second median nervules black, larger than the other hind-marginal spots; a very thin interrupted whitish line between the series of spots and hind-marginal black edging; costa bordered with greyish-brown as far as first subcostal nervule, and at apex as far as second; no tail.  Under-side: dull brownish-grey; the markings scarcely darker than the ground-colour, inconspicuously but distinctly edged with whitish on each side; in each wing, a terminal sub-reniform disco-cellular lunule, a slightly sinuated macular discal row, and two submarginal rows of whitish lunules, indistinct in fore-wing.  Hind-wing: three small blackish spots in sub-basal row; first and last spots of discal row small, round, and black, and separate from the rest, - sixth spot almost touching lower extremity of disco-cellualr lunule; lunules of inner submarginal row broader, more acute than those of outer row, which form more or less incomplete rings with a whitish line immediately before hind-margin; spot between first and second median nervules , on hind-margin, conspicuous, marked externally with brilliant greenish-silvery, and bounded inwardly by a yellow lunule; usually the traces of a similar imperfect spot at anal angle.  Female.  Violaceous paler, duller, restricted to a suffusion from the bases, over cellular, inner-marginal, and lower discal areas; brownish-fuscous border of fore-wing very broad, especially apically; that of hind-wing also very broad costally and apically.  Fore-wing: a linear fuscous terminal disco-cellualr mark.  Hind-wing: hind-marginal spots better marked, inconspicuously ringed with dingy-whitish; spot between first and second median nervules inwardly bounded by a very dull yellow lunule.  Under side: as in male, but the whitish edgings of the markings better defined.”

Distribution: Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Namibia – Tsumeb district.

Limpopo River – Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Letaba (Swanepoel, 1953); Haenertsburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Houtbosdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoekmekaar (Swanepoel, 1953); Ysterberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoutpansberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Masequa’s Poort (Swanepoel, 1953); Vivo (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Volksrust (Swanepoel, 1953); Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Nelspruit (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Marieps Kop (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Potchefstroom (Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Krugersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953).
KwaZulu-Natal – Estcourt (Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Blue Bank near the Drakensberg (Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Napoleon Valley in Zululand (Trimen & Bowker, 1887); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953); Colenso (Swanepoel, 1953); Van Reenen’s Pass (Swanepoel, 1953); Biggarsberg (Trimen & Bowker, 1887).
Eastern Cape Province – Bashee River (Trimen & Bowker, 1887).
Common name: Sabi smoky blue.

Habitat: Grassland and savanna (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: The flight is weak, fluttering, and close to the ground.  Both sexes feed from flowers, particularly those of Becium species, one of the larval hosts (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: August to April.

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 25 [as Euchrysops dolorosa; Durban and "El Mirador", near Cathkin Peak, KwaZulu-Natal].

“Egg: 0.6 mm diam. x 0.4 mm high.  Laid singly among buds.  Very pale green with sets of white ribs, 16 per set, radiating in opposite directions in involute curves, from the micropyle, and continuing down the sides diagonally, where they are crossed by horizontal ribs.  Eggs hatch after some 4-6 days.  The discarded shells are not eaten.  Larva: 1st instar 1.25 mm, growing to 2.5 in 4 days; 2nd instar growing to 5 mm in 4 days; 3rd instar growing to 7.5 mm in 4 days; 4th instar growing to 12 mm in 7 days.  The final instar tubercles have 18 spines each.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd to 4th instars and the tubercles in the 3rd and 4th instars.  Larvae feed on the buds and flowers and moult where they are feeding.  They just crawl out of the discarded skin and leave this like a small bag.  There are many broods.  Ant-attention is restricted by the sticky nature of some of the food-plants.  Colour varies, in the final instar, in the intensity of the diagonal green stripes and the dorsal strip, which may be pink or purple.  Pupa: 10 mm, and light green and (mainly abdominally) yellow.  Secured to dead leaves, etc., by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  The imago generally emerges after about 16 days.  Parasites:  Pupa.  ‘Stung’ in the larval state; the maggot escapes through the side of the pupa or larva and pupates among rubbish.  The fly was identified as the Tachinid, Aplomyiella laeviventris.  Recorded from eggs and young larvae from Durban and ‘El Mirador’, near Cathkin Peak, Natal.”

Larval food:

Salvia species (Lamiaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 25].

Becium species (Lamiaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 25].
Euchrysops horus (Stoneham, 1938)

Cupido horus Stoneham, 1938.  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (36): 2 (3 pp.).

Type locality: Kenya: “East Surrey Coffee Estates”.

Distribution: Kenya.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Euchrysops kabrosae (Bethune-Baker, 1906)

Catochrysops kabrosae Bethune-Baker, 1906.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 17: 107 (104-110).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kabros”.

Distribution: Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania.

Habitat: Rocky hillsides in dry, mountainous country.  Subspecies rosieae occurs on grassy hillsides at about 2 000 m (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habits: Flies low down and rather erratically (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Euchrysops kabrosae kabrosae (Bethune-Baker, 1906)

Catochrysops kabrosae Bethune-Baker, 1906.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 17: 107 (104-110).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kabros”.

Distribution: Kenya (west), Uganda (east).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kabras; Suna; Eldoret; Kitale; Soy; Njoro (Larsen, 1991).
Euchrysops kabrosae rosieae Congdon, Kielland & Collins, 1998

Euchrysops kabrosae rosieae Congdon, Kielland & Collins, 1998.  In: Congdon & Collins, 1998.   Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 105 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Loliondo, Kingarana Forest Reserve, 2 200 m, 01.59.34.80S x 35.39.22.31E, 21.iii.1995, T C E Congdon.”  In ABRI, Nairobi.  Described from a series of 22 males, all from the type locality; the female is unknown.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in that, on the upperside, the ground-colour is slightly darker and on the upperside hindwing the orange marginal patch is considerably smaller.  The underside ground-colour is also darker, with a more rufous tinge; on the hindwing the submarginal lunules are slightly smaller, as is the orange area around the tornal spot (Congdon and Collins, 1998). 

Distribution: Tanzania (north).  Known only from the type locality.
Euchrysops katangae Bethune-Baker, 1923

Euchrysops katangae Bethune-Baker, 1923.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1922: 354 (275-366).
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Euchrysops katangae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Jimbe, Zambia.  30:III:76.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Euchrysops katangae.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 21mm.  Jimbe, Zambia.  30:III:76.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kambove”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Euchrysops lois (Butler, 1886)

Catochrysops lois Butler, 1886.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1885: 762 (756-776).

Type locality: Somalia: “Bunder Maria”.

Distribution: Somalia, Saudi Arabia (south-west), Yemen, Oman.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Euchrysops malathana (Boisduval, 1833)

Lycaena malathana Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 174 (149-270).
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Euchrysops malathana.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Rustenburg Nature Reserve, North-West Province, South Africa.  21 December, 1997.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar”.

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Guinea- Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Mali, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Burkina Faso, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Kenya, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (north), Namibia (Caprivi), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).  Also in Saudi Arabia (south-west), Yemen, Madagascar.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Apaso rocks in Bia N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Victoria Falls; Kabwe; Lusaka; Mkushi River; Mufulira; Mbala; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Namibia – Katima Mulilo (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Letaba (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoutpansberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (Williams, Dec. 2006).

Mpumalanga – Komatipoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Vryburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Potchefstroom (Swanepoel, 1953); Zeerust (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).

KwaZulu-Natal – Isipingo (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); St. Lucia (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St. Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Common smoky blue; smoky bean cupid.

Habitat: Savanna of all types.  In West Africa it colonizes degraded areas in the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).  It even occurs in natural clearings in forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A very common butterfly.  The flight is fairly weak and low down.  Males mud-puddle (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Both sexes are fond of the flowers of Tridax species.  It may be found in gardens and cultivated areas since beans are a favoured larval food-plant (Larsen, 1991).

Flight period: Most months of the year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Lamborn, 1914: 488.

A larva was found in the seed-pod of a leguminous climber attended by workers of Camponotus akwapimensis poultoni.  A red patch on the larva provided honeydew, which the ants imbibed.  Active TO’s were also noted.  An ant was seen to repeatedly rush towards the TO, causing it to be speedily withdrawn on each occasion.  The larva was green and onisciform in shape.  The mid-dorsal red patch [DNO?] is between segments 10 and 11 and the TO’s on segment 12.  Pupal period 9 days (n = 1).

Farquharson, 1922: 378.

Jackson, 1937: 235 [Mt. Elgon, Kenya].

The larva feeds on the flowers of Vigna monophylla, being completely hidden within them.  Just below the flower-buds there are several large plant glands [extrafloral nectaries] and these are very attractive to ants of many species; it is not surprising therefore that this species, as described below, possesses both tubercles and gland.  Egg.  Minute, only about 0.25 mm in diameter.  It is pale green, circular, and very much flattened, the lateral edges being prettily fluted, while above it is smooth with a minute black central spot.  It is laid separately or in two’s and three’s in the nodes of the flower-stalks, and fixed in position with a polished, translucent gum, coloured like mother-of-pearl.  It is commoner to find two or three than a single egg in one place, and they are laid quite haphazardly, the second often overlapping the first and sometimes almost covering it.  Larva.  Dull green or brownish green with a series of blurred brown diagonal stripes along the sides, and a narrow brownish dorsal line.  The dorsum is broadly rounded and the carapace well developed with scalloped edges.  The collar is small but adequate to cover the head, proximally rounded.  At the posterior extremity, there is a much flattened oval area, darkened centrally, carrying tubercles at its outermost edge, and a gland, with semicircular orifice, centrally above them.   The tubercles are rather long whitish structures with a terminal rosette; they are exserted vertically.  Length 12 mm.  Pupa.  Transparent yellowish brown on the thorax and wing-cases, and opaque on the abdominal segments.  Along the latter is a dark dorsal line and double rows of minute black lateral spots.  In shape, it is narrow, tapering to the posterior extremity, with the thorax ridged and a distinct ‘valley’ between it and the abdominal segments.  Head-case narrow, but protruding rather far in front.  Length 9 mm.  Parasites.  The hymenopteran Itoplectis suada Tosq. (Ichneumonidae) was bred.

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 21 [as Euchrysops malathana malathana; Durban and Botha's Hill, both KwaZulu-Natal].

“Egg: 0.5 mm diam. x 0.3 mm high.  Normally laid singly but five or more may be tucked away among buds.  Eggs are very pale blue, with white ribbing arranged in two reversed sets, of 20-24 each, radiating from the micropyle in involute curves.  These sets of ribbing are reduced to 12-16 at the micropyle.  They extend diagonally down the sides, where the intersections are punctuated by small moles.  Eggs hatch after 5 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  The eggs are generally coated in a slimy substance.  Larva: 1st instar 0.9 mm, growing to 2 mm in 6 days; 2nd instar growing to 3.5 mm in 4 days; 3rd instar growing to 6 mm in 4 days; 4th instar growing to 13.5 mm in 7 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd to 4th instars.  The tubercles are not noticeable until the 4th instar.  They are very small and each possess 32 fine barbed spines.  The larvae feed on young buds and flowers and moult where they are feeding, leaving a neat, empty skin with the old head-case attached to it.  There is a rotation of broods.  The colour does not seem to vary much in individual larvae except for a dark patch round the honey-gland.  The larva is greenish-grey in the 1st instar and yellow, as a whole, in the 2nd instar.  It then assumes a light green tone and has some reddish longitudinal marking.  It is generally of a more pronounced green colour in the final instar, but retains the reddish marking.  Pupa: 9-10 mm and of a greyish colour.  Secured to twigs or dead leaves by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  Emergence takes place after 10 days.  Parasites: Egg.  In spite of having a slimy coating, eggs are attacked by small Chalcids and turn black.  They are probably also parasitized by Trichogramma sp.  Pupa.  Killed, as in the case of E. dolorosa, by the Tachinid, Aplomyiella laeviventris.  Recorded from eggs and young larvae from Durban and Botha’s Hill, Natal.”

Larsen (1991: 245)
In Lagos, Nigeria he once dug up numbers of pupae in ant nests among the roots of cultivated beans.

Larval food:

Cajanus indica (Fabaceae) (Pigeon pea) [Lamborn teste Farquharson, 1922: 378].

Canavalia species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 21].

Cultivated beans (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 245].

Medicago species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 245].

Phaseolus species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Psidium species (Myrtaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 245].

Sphenostylis angustifolia Sond. (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 21; as Sphenostylis angustifolius].

Vigna monophylla Taub. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 235 (Kenya)].

Vigna tenuis (E. Mey.) Dietr. (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 21].

Vigna unguiculata (l.) Walp. (Fabaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 273].

Associated ant:

Camponotus akwapimensis Mayr. var. poultoni For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 488 (Nigeria)].

Pheidole rotundata For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 488 (Nigeria); in captivity].

Monomorium species (Formicidae) [Larsen, 2005a].
asopus Hopffer, 1855 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 642 (639-643).  Mozambique.
kama Trimen, 1862 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 403 (398-406).  South Africa: “King William’s Town”.
conguensis Mabille, 1877 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France 2: 218 (214-240).  “Congo”.
Euchrysops mauensis Bethune-Baker, 1923

Euchrysops mauensis Bethune-Baker, 1923.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1922: 352 (275-366).

Type locality: Kenya: “The Mau Escarpment”.

Diagnosis: Resembles E. subpallida but is smaller, darker, and on the upperside the amount of blue scaling is reduced in both sexes (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda (Larsen, 1991), Burundi (Larsen, 1991), Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu) (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Mau blue.

Habitat: Open grassland (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (1991: 244) thinks that mauensis may be conspecific with subpallida Bethune-Baker, 1923, but makes no formal change to its status.
Euchrysops mauensis mauensis Bethune-Baker, 1923

Euchrysops mauensis Bethune-Baker, 1923.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1922: 352 (275-366).

Type locality: Kenya: “The Mau Escarpment”.

Distribution: Kenya (highlands west of the Rift Valley), Tanzania (north), Rwanda (Larsen, 1991), Burundi (Larsen, 1991), Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu) (Larsen, 1991).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kingarana Forest Reserve, Loliondo (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Euchrysops mauensis abyssiniae Storace, 1950

Euchrysops mauensis abyssiniae Storace, 1950.  Doriana 1 (7): 1 (2 pp.).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Bahrdàr sulle rive meridionali del Lago Tana (Abyssinia), a m. 1900 circa d’altitudine”.

Distribution: Ethiopia.
Euchrysops migiurtiniensis Stempffer, 1946

Euchrysops migiurtiniensis Stempffer, 1946.  Revue Française d’Entomologie 13: 17 (8-19).

Type locality: Somalia: “Ribableh, 1.500 pieds, Migiurtinia”.

Distribution: Somalia (north).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Euchrysops nandensis (Neave, 1904)

Catochrysops nandensis Neave, 1904.  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 339 (323-363).

Type locality: Kenya: “Nyangori”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Kenya (west and central highlands), Tanzania (north).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Trans-Nzoia to Nairobi; Ukambani district (Larsen, 1991).

Habitat: Grassy spots in savanna.

Habits: Flight relatively fast, but low down (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
abyssiniae Storace, 1953 (as f.g. [sic] of Catochrysops nandensis).  Doriana 1 (35): 3 (4 pp.).  Ethiopia: “Bahrdàr (Lago Tana)”.
Euchrysops nilotica (Aurivillius, 1904)

Cupido malathana var. nilotica Aurivillius, 1904.  In: Jägerskiöld, L.A., Results of the Swedish zoological expedition to Egypt and the White Nile. Part 1: 3 (9 pp.). Uppsala, Sweden.

Type locality: Sudan: “To the South of Kaka”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Burkina Faso, Nigeria (north), Niger, Cameroon (north), Sudan (south), Uganda, Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya (north).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Bambey (Larsen, 2005a).

Burkina Faso – Pondou (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Kagoro (Larsen, 2005a); Kano (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Hoey’s Bridge (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Desert blue; milky bean cupid.

Habitat: Arid Sudan savanna and the Sahel (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Despite its wide distribution it seems to be a scarce species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Euchrysops osiris (Hopffer, 1855)

Lycaena osiris Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 642 (639-643).
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Euchrysops osiris.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Peace Cottage, Natal.  5.1.50.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3967).
Type locality: [Mozambique]: “Mossambique”.

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Uganda, Kenya, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).  Also in Saudi Arabia (south-west), Yemen, Oman, Madagascar, Comoro Islands.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Kasempa; Victoria Falls; Lusaka; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).
Limpopo Province – Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953); Daviesville (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Olyfberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Duiwelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Barberton – Sheba Mine (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Koster (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Johannesburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Winkelspruit (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Verulam (Swanepoel, 1953); Pinetown (Swanepoel, 1953); St. Lucia (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).
Common name: Osiris smoky blue; African blue; African cupid.

Habitat: A variety of habitats, particularly coastal bush and savanna, but excluding dense forest.  In West Africa it favours Guinea and Sudan savanna (Larsen, 2005a). 

Habits: A relatively common species.  Males are known to show hilltopping behaviour and also mud-puddle.  The flight is fluttering and close to the ground (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year, with strong spring and autumn emergences (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 236 [Mt. Elgon, Kenya]


The larva feeds on the flowers of the food-plant.  Egg.  Circular, greenish white and flattened, with a very minute dark central spot.  It is laid among the flowers, always singly, without the translucent gum of E. malathana, and is much larger, being 0.75 mm in diameter.  Larva.  Differs from that of E. malathana in that it is slightly hairy and the skin roughened with whitish papillae.  It is green, with blurred diagonal lateral stripes, and a red-purple dorsal line broadening anteriorly until segment 1, with the collar entirely of this colour.  The dorsum is slightly ridged and corrugate, the segment divisions being deeply incised.  The anal segments are flattened and rounded posteriorly, and carry both gland and tubercles, the area around them being slightly darker than the remainder.  The gland is black and oval followed by a short black line; the tubercles are placed just at the extremity of this on either side, and about half-way to the edges of the carapace.  They are very small, thin whitish structures with terminal rosettes consisting of a few hairs only, and are exserted vertically.  Length 15 mm; breadth 4 mm.  Pupa.  Greyish-brown to dark brown.  It has a narrow black dorsal line and sometimes also rows of black lateral spots.  The abdominal segments are rather broad and bluntly pointed posteriorly.  Thorax slightly ridged with the usual small dorsal depression.  Head-case not prominent.  Length 12 mm.

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 20 [as Euchrysops osiris osiris; Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].

“Egg: 0.65 mm diam. x 0.3 mm high.  Laid singly on buds or young shoots.  Very pale green with white ribbing.  On the top surface the ribs are arranged in two reversed sets, 32 in each, radiating from the micropyle in involute curves to near the edge, where they are intercepted by 16 moles and continue down the sides in diagonal sets of 16 each.  They are crossed by horizontal lines forming a triangular pattern.  The intersections are capped by moles.  Eggs hatch after five days.  The discarded shells are not eaten.  Larva: 1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2 mm in 5 days; 2nd instar growing to 4 mm in 5 days; 3rd instar growing to 7.5 mm in 5 days; 4th instar growing to 14 mm in 9 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd to 4th (final) instars and the tubercles in the 3rd to 4th instars.  Larvae feed on buds, flowers and young shoots and moult where they are feeding.  They are visited by ants which are normally on the plants.  Pale yellow in the first instar, the larva attains a green tint in the later instars and is marked with vinous-red.  In the final instar it is green with diagonal darker green lateral stripes and bears extensive red and ochreous markings; and with the head dark grey to blackish.  Pupa: 10 mm, and light greenish and yellow (mainly abdominally) in colour.  Secured to a twig or leaves.  The imago emerges after some 19 days.  Parasites: Egg.  Attacked by very small Chalcids and bugs.  Recorded from eggs from Durban.”

Larval food:

Becium species? (Lamiaceae) [Larsen, 1983 (Dhofar Province, Oman); oviposition only].

Ocimum species (Lamiaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 245].

Rhynchosia totta (Thunb.) DC. (Fabaceae) [Murray, 1935: ].

Vigna monophylla Taub. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 235 (Kenya)].

Vigna tenuis (E. Mey.) Dietr. (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 20].

Vigna triloba Walp. (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 20].

Vigna unguiculata (L.) Walp. (Fabaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 273].
anubis Snellen, 1872 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Tidschrift voor Entomologie 15: 21 (1-112).  Democratic Republic of Congo/Angola: “Neder-Guinea aan den mond der rivier Congo of Zaire, op ongeveer 6 graden Zuiderbreete”.
phoa Snellen, 1872 (as var. of Lycaena anubis).  Tidschrift voor Entomologie 15: 22 (1-112).  Democratic Republic of Congo/Angola: “Neder-Guinea aan den mond der rivier Congo of Zaire, op ongeveer 6 graden Zuiderbreete”.
pyrrhops Mabille, 1877 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France 2: 217 (214-240).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Landana”.
cuprescens Sharpe, 1898 (as sp. of Catochrysops).  In: Neumann, A.H., Elephant hunting in East Equatorial Africa: 442 (437-447).  Kenya: “Lorogi mountains”.
australis Hulstaert, 1924 (as f. of Euchrysops osiris).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 187 (112-122, 173-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Elisabethville; Nieuwdorp; Elisabethville (r. Lumbumbashi)”.

orientalis Hulstaert, 1924 (as ssp. of Euchrysops osiris).  Euchrysops osiris orientalis Hulstaert, 1924.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 187 (112-122, 173-194).  Uganda: “Ntebe; Mubendi”.  Treated as a synonym of E. osiris by Larsen, 2005a.

Euchrysops philbyi Gabriel, 1954

Euchrysops philbyi Gabriel, 1954.  British Museum (Natural History) expedition to south-west Arabia 1937-8 1: 386 (351-391).

Type locality: Saudi Arabia: “Hamuma”.

Distribution: Saudi Arabia (south-west), Yemen.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Euchrysops reducta Hulstaert, 1924

Euchrysops kalrosae [sic] reducta Hulstaert, 1924.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 185 (112-122, 173-194).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Dungu-Njangara-Doruma”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (north), Cameroon (north), Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Ethiopia.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Niokolo-Koba (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Mole National Park (Larsen, 2005a); Nakpanduri (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Gashaka-Gumpti (Larsen, 2005a); slopes of the Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Jackson’s cupid.

Habitat: Guinea savanna and the southern fringes of the Sudan savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce butterfly, found in localized colonies (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

niveocincta Ungemach, 1932 (as ssp. of Euchrysops reducta).  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 93 (1-122).  Ethiopia: “Sur le Baro”.  [Synonymized with Euchrysops reducta Hulstaert, 1924 by Libert, 2001 (Lambillionea 101 (3) (Tome I): 361 (351-371)).]

jacksoni Stempffer, 1952 (as sp. of Euchrysops).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 57: 117 (114-121).  Uganda: “Madi Opei, N. Acholi”.  [Synonymized with Euchrysops reducta Hulstaert, 1924 by Libert, 2001 (Lambillionea 101 (3) (Tome I): 361 (351-371)).]
Euchrysops sagba Libert, 1993

Euchrysops unigemmata sagba Libert, 1993.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 97 (4): 330 (321-332).

Euchrysops sagba Libert, 1993.  Libert, 2001: 362, stat. rev.

Type locality: Cameroon:  Sagba Pass, Bamenda Highlands.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Boggo on the slopes of the Obudu Plateau (C. Olory teste Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Sagba Pass (TL).

Common name: Sagba mountain cupid.

Habitat: Submontane grasslands (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rather uncommon butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Euchrysops sahelianus Libert, 2001

Euchrysops sahelianus Libert, 2001.  Lambillionea 101 (3) (Tome I): 358 (351-371).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Minna”.

Distribution: Senegal (Basse Casamance), Burkina Faso, Mali, Sierra Leone, Ghana, Nigeria (north).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Minna (TL).

Common name: Western brown-edged cupid.

Habitat: Mainly Sudan savanna but also in Guinea savanna with short grass.  Mainly in rocky areas with short grass (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Occurs in very localized colonies (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Euchrysops severini Hulstaert, 1924

Euchrysops severini Hulstaert, 1924.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 185 (112-122, 173-194).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kinda”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Tanzania (west), Uganda, Kenya, Ethiopia.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kisumu; Kitale (Larsen, 1991).

Habitat: Savanna.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (1991: 244) treats severini as a subspecies of E. albistriata (Capronnier, 1889) but admits that it may be a distinct species (Larsen, 2005a).
Euchrysops subpallida Bethune-Baker, 1923

Euchrysops subpallida Bethune-Baker, 1923.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1922: 350 (275-366).

Type locality: Kenya: “Sagalla; Nyujuro and Nairobi; Tongido”; Zambia: “Fort Jamieson”; Zimbabwe: “Hope Fountain, Bulawayo”.

Diagnosis: Close to E. dolorosa but the underside ground-colour is lighter, and the spots on the underside are darker and more clearly encircled with white (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Nigeria (Jos Plateau), Uganda, Kenya (central, south), Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (widespread), Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Shaba, Kivu), Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia (north), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, KwaZulu-Natal - north).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Anara Forest Reserve near Kaduna (S. Norman teste Larsen, 1986); Gashaka-Gumpti (D. Knoop teste Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Athi; Nairobi; Tana Bridge; Mt Sagala; Makueni; Lukenia; Kijabe; Kiambiti; Ruaraka; Karura; Mua Hill; Namanga; Teita Lodge (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mufulira; Chipata (formerly Fort Jameson); Mbala; Mafinga Mountains; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Butler South; Nyanga; Vumba Mountains; Bulawayo (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Botswana – Mahalapye (Pringle, et al., 1994); Maun (D. Hadley); Nata (Pinhey).

Namibia – Grootfontein; Tsumeb (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Ashen smoky blue; ashen smoky cupid.

Habitat: Rocky areas in parkland savanna.

Habits: Tends to occur in discrete colonies (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is quite weak, close to the ground, and not long sustained.  Individuals are usually found in the vicinity of the larval foodplants, often in shade cast by trees.  Both sexes feed from flowers and males are known to mud-puddle (Larsen, 1991).

Flight period: The early summer months (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Ocimum species (Lamiaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 243; Gaborone, Botswana; oviposition only].

Becium species (Lamiaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].
major Bethune-Baker, 1923 (as var. of Euchrysops subpallida).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1922: 351 (275-366).  Kenya: “Nairobi District; Laitokozok; Kbwezi” [?Kibwezi]; Zambia: “N.W. Rhodesia”; “Bedega”.
fescennia Hulstaert, 1924 (as sp. of Euchrysops).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 186 (112-122, 173-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Elisabethville (r. Lumbumbashi)”.
Euchrysops unigemmata (Butler, 1895)

Zizera [sic] unigemmata Butler, 1895.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1895: 630 (627-634).
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Euchrysops unigemmata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 18mm.  Juniper F., Nyika Plateau, Malawi.  15/X/1996.  T.C.E. Congdon.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: Malawi: “Kasungu Mountain, Nyika, west of Lake Nyassa”.

Distribution: Malawi, Zambia, Democratic Republic of Congo?

Specific localities:

Zambia – Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: A montane species (Heath, et al., 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
browni Stempffer, 1954 (as sp. of Euchrysops).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 59: 111 (104-112).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Masebi Mountains, Kapono, district d’Albertville”.
Genus Orachrysops Vári, 1986
In: Vári and Kroon, 1986. South African lepidoptera. A series of cross-referenced indices: ix (198 pp.).   Lepidopterists’ Society of Southern Africa and the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.
Type-species: Lycaena niobe Trimen, by original designation.

Generic review by G.A. & S.F. Henning, 1994 (In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds].  Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 260-273 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.
A purely Afrotropical genus containing 11 species.  Until recently (1986) members of this exclusively southern African genus were included in the genus Lepidochrysops.  Recent studies on the early stages of some species of Orachrysops has shown that they are probably phytophagous in all larval instars (Edge, 2005a), unlike the phyto-predacious Lepidochrysops.

O. niobe group

Orachrysops ariadne (Butler, 1898)

Catochrysops ariadne Butler, 1898.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1898: 193 (186-201).

Type locality: South Africa: “Karkloof, Natal”.

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – ‘The Start’, Karkloof (TL); near Michaelhouse (D. Clark; colony extinct?); Benvie Estates, near York (Curle brothers); Klaarkloof, 20 km north of Karkloof (Ficq); Nkandla (Pringle et al., 1994).

Common name: Karkloof blue.

Habitat: Mist-belt grassland, usually on steep slopes near montane forest.  (See Lu & Samways, 2002a and 2002b).

Habits: Flies in long grass near its larval foodplant.  Males patrol ‘beats’ within the colonial boundaries, in search of females.  The flight of the males is fast and elusive as they wend their way through the long grass.  Females fly more slowly and remain near the larval foodplants (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: March and April (Pringle et al., 1994).

Conservation status: Classified as vulnerable in the South African Red Data List.
Early stages:

Lu & Samways, 2001: 137-151.

Larval food:

Indigofera astraglina DC. (Fabaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 263]  Note: This was a misidentification as this species has not been recorded from KwaZulu-Natal.

Indigofera woodii H. Bol. (Fabaceae) [Ref?].

Indigofera woodii H. Bol. var. laxa (Fabaceae) [Lu & Samways, 2001: 137-151; Karkloof, KwaZulu-Natal].

Associated ant:

Camponotus natalensis (F. Smith) (Formicidae) [Lu & Samways, 2001: 137-151].

Other relevant literature:

Miller & Quickelberge, 1989 (Proceedings of the Seventh Entomological Congress of the Entomological Society of southern Africa: 92); Henning, S. et al., 1993d.

Orachrysops niobe (Trimen, 1862)

Lycaena niobe Trimen, 1862.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 282 (279-291).

Type locality: South Africa: “Knysna”.

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – Brenton-on-Sea, near Knysna; Nature’s Valley (Ball; population extinct (Pringle et al., 1994)); Keurbooms River (Pringle et al., 1994).

Common name: Brenton blue; Knysna blue.

General remarks: Described from three males collected at Knysna by Roland Trimen in 1858 (Trimen, 1862).  Not seen again until 1977 when Jonathan Ball rediscovered the species at Natures Valley (Henning & Henning, 1989).  Currently regarded as critically endangered, based on IUCN criteria (Edge, 2005a).  The colony at Natures Valley is now extinct and the butterfly is known only from the Brenton locality (Edge, 2005a).  This locality was threatened by a housing development but was saved following a protracted conservation campaign, documented by Steenkamp & Stein (1999).  During this campaign the colloquial name of the butterfly was changed from ‘Knysna blue’ to ‘Brenton blue’ (Steenkamp & Stein, 1999).  The Brenton locality was proclaimed as a Special Nature Reserve in 2003 (Edge, 2005a).

Habitat: Sandy coastal fynbos (Ball, vide Pringle et al., 1994). (see S. Henning & G. Henning, 1989).  Coastal forest and thicket mosaic with moist fynbos (Edge, 2005a).

Habits: Flies quite slowly, close to the ground but can fly faster if disturbed.  Settles on the sand or low plants (Pringle et al., 1994).  Adults have been recorded nectaring from the flowers of 16 different plants belonging to 13 different families (Edge, 2005a: 29).  Courtship and mating behaviours have been described by Edge (2005a: 29).  Females oviposit on Indigofera erecta and, rarely, on the leaves of Phyllanthus incurvus.  The latter plant was, however, shown not to be suitable as food for the larvae of niobe (Edge, 2005a).  Eggs are almost always laid on the underside of leaflets of vigorous plants growing in semishade but clearly visible; the eggs are laid on horizontal runners of the plants, close to the ground.  Oviposition is not mediated by the presence of the host-ant but appears, instead, to be goverened mainly by visual cues (Edge, 2005a).

Flight period: Adults of the first brood emerge from the end of October to the end of November.  A second brood flies from the last week of January until early March.  Some of the ova from the second brood develop rapidly and produce a third, small brood of adults in April.  A third brood only occurs in certain years.  The rest of the ova of the second brood develop slowly, overwinter as larvae, and emerge as the next season’s first brood adults (Edge, 2005a).  Very small adults, as well as normally-sized ones, are a feature of the autumn brood (Swanepoel, 1953: 110; Pringle et al., 1994).  There is no evidence for protandry in the species (Edge, 2005a: 100).

Conservation status: Classified as critically endangered in the South African Red Data List.
Early stages:

Ball, in Henning, S., & Henning, G., 1989: 142 [locality not specified].

Williams, 1996: 3 [as Orachrysops niobe; Brenton-on-Sea, Western Cape] (Met. 7 (1): 3-7).

Edge & Pringle, 1996: 109 [as Orachrysops niobe; Brenton-on-Sea, Western Cape] (Met, 7 (3): 109-120).

Edge, 2002

Edge, 2005a


Captive-rearing on only the leaves results in dwarfing but occasional natural dwarfs are also encountered (Edge, 2005a).  Dwarfing is possibly the result of a lack of root material on which the larva can feed or it may be because no other larvae are available for ‘consumption’.  The 1st and 2nd instars, and presumably also the 3rd instar larvae, consume the cuticle and head capsule following moulting.  Larvae, in captivity, are cannibalistic.  The first and second larval instars feed mainly on the glabrous upperside of the leaflet parenchyma, leaving characteristic translucent patches.  When not feeding they crawl down the stem and rest head downwards, near the ground.  Third and fourth instar larvae feed underground on the roots of the food-plant in tunnels excavated by Camponotus baynei ants and/or by the larvae themselves.  Here the larvae are tended by the ants.  Larvae pupate in the subterranean tunnels.  Larvae are never found in the nests of the host-ant, which are above ground in dead wood.  The ants nest in tunnels bored in the dead wood by beetle larvae.  The first instar is 0.9 mm, growing to 1.5 mm; second instar to 3 mm; third instar to 8 mm; and fourth instar to 19 mm.  The pupa is 13.5 mm long.  The dorsal nectary organ (DNO) and tentacle organs (TO’s) are functional from the second instar onwards.  Perforated cupola organs (PCO’s) were not demonstrated.  The mandibles of the larva appear to be very powerful, as would be expected for a larva that feeds on root material.  The host-ant is primarily nocturnal and the relationship of O. niobe with the ant is probably obligatory.

Larval food:

Indigofera species (Fabaceae) [Henning, S., & Henning, G., 1989: 142].

(Probably) Indigofera porrecta Eckl. and Zeyh. (Fabaceae) [Williams, 1996: 3; Brenton-on-Sea, Western Cape; oviposition only; misidentification]

Indigofera porrecta Eckl. and Zeyh. (Fabaceae) [Edge & Pringle, 1996: 110; Brenton-on-Sea, Western Cape; misidentification]

Indigofera erecta Thunb. (Fabaceae) [Lubke et al., 1997; Edge, 2002: 21; Brenton, Western Cape Province].

Note: Kroon (1999) gives I. gracilis, I. porrecta, I. psoraloides and I. woodii as larval foodplants but none of these is utilized by O.niobe.
Associated ant:

Camponotus baynei Arnold (Formicidae) (Edge, 2005a: 46).
Relevant literature: (chronological)

Henning, G., 1995 – Initiation of Brento campaign

Williams, 1996a – life history

Edge & Pringle, 1996 – life history

Lubke, et al., 1996 – floristics and plant communities at Brenton locality

Britton & Silberbauer, 1997 – population size and distribution

Robertson, 1997 – ant communities at Brenton locality

Robertson, 1998 – ant communities at Brenton locality

Steenkamp & Stein, 1999 – conservation campaign for Brenton locality

Silberbauer & Britton, 1999 – population size and distribution

Robertson, 2000 – ant communities at Brenton locality

Edge, 2002 – population dynamics

Lubke et al., 2003 – floristics and plant communities at Brenton locality

Edge 2005a – ecology

Edge, 2005d – ecology

Orachrysops brinkmani Heath, 1997

Orachrysops brinkmani Heath, 1997.  Metamorphosis 8 (1): 27 (26-32).

Type locality: South Africa: “Kammanassie Mts., Uniondale, 3337.5'S: 2257'E 3 XI 1996 (A.K. Brinkman).”  Described from a large series (64 males; 30 females), all from the type locality.

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: Found in the eastern sector of the Kammanassie Mountains at altitudes from 1 300m to 1 500m.

Habits: Males are not territorial.

Flight period: Recorded in October, November and December.

Early stages:

Heath, 1997: 26 [as Orachrysops brinkmani sp. n.; Kammanassie Mountains, Western Cape] (Metamorphosis 8 (1): 26-32).

Larval food:

Indigofera declinata E. Mey. (Fabaceae) [Heath, 1997: 29; Kammanassie Mountains, Western Cape Province].

Associated ant: Unknown (Edge, 2005a: 46).
Orachrysops subravus Henning & Henning, 1994

Orachrysops subravus Henning and Henning, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds].  Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 264 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.

Type locality: South Africa: “Benvie Estate, York, near Hanover, 4 Oct. 1989, A.I. Curle.”  Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Diagnosis: Not easy to separate from O. lacrimosa.  The underside ground colour of subravus in the north of its range is greyish and becomes progressively darker (browner) as one moves southwards in its distributional range.  In Eastern Cape specimens the spotting on the hindwing underside may be almost obsolete (Pringle et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Benvie Estate, near York (Curle; TL); Mooi River; Merrivale; Mount Arrochar; Nottingham Road; Loteni; Drakensberg Gardens; Kokstad; Mount Currie; Bulwer (Pringle et al., 1994); Wahroonga, near Howick (Joubert).

Eastern Cape Province – Fraser’s Gorge near Mbotyi (Quickelberge); Cathcart; Windvogel Mountains; Stutterheim; Mount Kubusie (Pringle et al., 1994).

Common name: Grizzled blue.

Habitat: Montane grassland, on slopes and in grassy valleys, often near streams (Pringle et al., 1994).

Habits: The flight is fast and weaving.  Settles on low vegetation and often feeds from flowers (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: October to December.  The time of emergence appears to correspond to the timing of spring rains (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark & Dickson, 1971: 39 [as Lepidochrysops lacrimosa (Bethune-Baker); locality uncertain - eggs ex Pennington].

“Egg:  0.6 mm diam. x 0.3 mm high.  Laid singly on young shoots.  Pale dull green with white rib-netting composed of a very irregular involute pattern ending with 20 moles on the edge of the egg.  Down the sides the ribs form a triangular pattern with reverse diagonal ribs cut by 20 vertical ribs.  The intersections are mole-capped.  Eggs hatch after 8 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva:  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2 mm in 5 days; 2nd instar growing to 2.5 mm in 9 days; 3rd instar growing to 4 mm in 11 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd and subsequent instars.  There seem to be tubercles in all these instars.  This species proved to be a vegetable-feeder to the end of the 3rd instar, when the larva died for want of the correct food.  Recorded from eggs supplied by Mr. K.M. Pennington, of Balgowan, Natal.”

Larval food:

Indigofera species (Fabaceae) [Clark & Dickson, 1971: 39].

Indigofera woodii H. Bol. (Fabaceae) [Joubert, 1997: 6; Wahroonga, near Howick, KwaZulu-Natal; as "same species of Indigofera as O. ariadne" ] (Metamorphosis 8 (1): 6).

Indigofera woodii var. woodii H. Bolus (Fabaceae) [Lu, 2003; Wahroonga, KwaZulu-Natal]

Indigofera tristis E. Mey. (Fabaceae) [Lu, 2003; Wahroonga, KwaZulu-Natal]

Associated ant: Unknown (Edge, 2005a: 46).

Orachrysops lacrimosa (Bethune-Baker, 1923)

Neochrysops lacrimosa Bethune-Baker, 1923.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1922: 281 (275-366).

Type locality: South Africa: “Newcastle, Natal”.

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal), Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga – Wakkerstroom; Greylingstad; Dullstroom; Lydenburg; Verloren Valei; Nelshoogte (Pringle et al., 1994).

Gauteng – Greylingstad (Edge, 2005a).

Free State Province – Generaalskop, Golden Gate Highlands National Park; Witkoppe, near Vrede (Pringle et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Newcastle (TL); Muden; Normandien (Pringle et al., 1994).

Common name: Restless blue.

Habitat: Montane grassland.  Males frequent the higher slopes and rocky ridges, whereas females are found lower down on the slopes (Pringle et al., 1994).

Habits: The flight of males is swift and restless (hence its common name).  Females usually fly in areas with short grass, settling frequently on low plants, or feeding from flowers (Pringle et al., 1994).  Egg-laying behaviour was reported in a population near Dullstroom by Williams (2006).  

Flight period: October to December (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.  [The partial life history given by Clark & Dickson (1971), purportedly for O. lacrimosa, in fact applies to O. subravus, which at the time was undescribed – MCW].

Larval food:

Indigofera obscura N.E. Br. (Fabaceae) [Edge, unpublished, 2004 in Edge, 2005a: 46; Greylingstad, Gauteng]

Indigastrum fastigiatum (E. Mey.) (Fabaceae) [Edge, unpublished, 2004 in Edge, 2005a: 46; Velorenvalei, Mpumalanga]

Associated ant: Unknown (Edge, 2005a: 46).
major Bethune-Baker, 1923 (as var. of Neochrysops lacrimosa).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1922: 282 (275-366).  South Africa: “Newcastle, Natal”.  [Regarded as a good species by Vári & Kroon, 1986 (South African Lepidoptera. A series of cross-referenced indices: 52, 132, 175 (198 pp.), and given as such in Ackery et al., 1995: 667.  Formally synonymized with Orachrysops lacrimosa by Henning & Henning, 1994 (in: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds].  Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 264 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa).]
Orachrysops mijburghi Henning & Henning, 1994

Orachrysops mijburghi Henning & Henning, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds].  Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 267 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.

Type locality: South Africa: “Heilbron, Orange Free State, 21 Dec. 1981, G.A. Henning.”  Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Distribution: South Africa (Free State Province).

Specific localities:

Free State Province – Heilbron (TL); Petrus Steyn (Pringle et al., 1994).

Common name: Mijburgh’s blue.

Habitat: Undulating grassland (Pringle et al., 1994).

Habits: Males patrol back and forth, occasionally settling on low vegetation or the ground, or feeding from flowers.  Females fly around more slowly, always in close proximity to the larval host plants (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: October to March.

Conservation status: Classified as vulnerable in the South African Red Data List.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Indigofera evansiana Burtt Davy (Fabaceae) [Williams & Woodhall, in Pringle et al., 1994: 268; Heilbron, Free State Province].

Associated ant: Unknown (Edge, 2005a: 46).
Orachrysops violescens Henning & Henning, 1994

Orachrysops violescens Henning & Henning, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds].  Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 266 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.

Type locality: South Africa: “Mac Mac Falls, Eastern Transvaal, 24 Oct. 1987, R. Warren.”  Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga).

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga – Mac Mac Falls (TL); Kowyn’s Pass, near Graskop; Mac Mac Pools; Graskop; ‘The Bonnet’, near Graskop; Hendriksdal; Mariepskop (Pringle et al., 1994); Kundiswe Mountain, near Berg en Dal, Kruger National Park (Williams).

Common name: Violescent blue.

Habitat: Grassland, from 1 000 to 1 500m.  Colonies are often located near pockets of montane forest (Pringle et al., 1994).

Habits: Males patrol restlessly, with a rapid, erratic flight, over grassy slopes.  Females remain close to stands of the larval host plant (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: September to December.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Indigofera species (Fabaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 267].
Orachrysops regalis Henning & Henning, 1994

Orachrysops regalis Henning & Henning, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds].  Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 265 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.
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Orachrysops regalis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  Wolkberg, 15 km W. of Serala, Transvaal, 20 Oct. 1991.  M.C. Williams.
Type locality: South Africa: “Wolkberg, Transvaal, 30 Oct. 1988, G.A. Henning.”  Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province).

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Wolkberg (TL); Letsitele Kop (Pringle et al., 1994).

Common name: Royal blue.

Habitat: Grassland.

Habits: The flight is fast, rather erratic, and just above the grass.  Males patrol up and down grassy slopes from as early as 09:00 to as late as 16:00.  On reaching the top of a slope males often circle about, sometimes settling on a flower to feed, before flying down the slope.  Females fly rather more slowly than the males, fluttering over grassy areas in search of larval host plants on which to oviposit (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: October to December.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Indigofera species (Fabaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 266].

Indigofera accepta N.E. Br. (Fabaceae) [Edge, unpublished, 2004 in Edge, 2005a: 46; Wolkberg, Limpopo Province].
Associated ant: Unknown (Edge, 2005a: 46).
O. montanus group

Orachrysops warreni Henning & Henning, 1994

Orachrysops warreni Henning & Henning, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds].  Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 271 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.

Type locality: South Africa: “Verloren Valei, 30° 09' 9'' E 25° 17' 3'' S, Eastern Transvaal, 24 Dec. 1988, R. Warren.”  Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga).  Known only from the type locality.

Common name: Warren’s blue.

Habitat: Montane grassland, at 2 300 m (Pringle et al., 1994).

Habits: Flies lower and faster than O. lacrimosa, which flies at the same locality, but earlier in the year (both species have been found flying together in late November) (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: November to January, with a peak in December (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Indigofera species (Fabaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 271].

Indigofera dimidiata Vogel ex Walp. Sensu lata (Fabaceae) [Edge, unpublished, 2004 in Edge, 2005a: 46; Velorenvalei, Mpumalanga].
Associated ant: Unknown (Edge, 2005a: 46).
Orachrysops montanus Henning & Henning, 1994

Orachrysops montanus Henning & Henning, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds].  Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 268 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.

Type locality: South Africa: “Clarens, Orange Free State, December, 1958, J. Riley.”  Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Distribution: South Africa (Free State Province).

Specific localities:

Free State Province – Clarens (Riley; TL); Golden Gate Highlands National Park (Ficq & Collins).

Common name: Golden Gate blue.

Habitat: Grassland.  Colonies are found in gullies at the base of the mountains (Pringle et al., 1994).

Habits: Males fly rapidly and erratically in the open but on entering gullies the flight becomes more fluttering, as they search for females or for flowers on which to feed.  Females fly slowly in the vicinity of the larval host plants, spending long periods settled on low vegetation (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: December and January.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Indigofera species (Fabaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 269].

Indigofera dimidiata Vogel ex Walp. sensu lata (Fabaceae) [Edge, unpublished, 2004 in Edge, 2005a: 46; Golden Gate Highlands National Park, Free State Province].
Associated ant: Unknown (Edge, 2005a: 46).
Orachrysops nasutus Henning & Henning, 1994

Orachrysops nasutus Henning & Henning, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds].  Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 269 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.
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Orachrysops nasutus nasutus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Gaika’s Kop, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 1 January, 2002; M.C. Williams (Williams collection).
[image: image177.jpg]


[image: image178.jpg]



Orachrysops nasutus nasutus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Gaika’s Kop, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 1 January, 2002; M.C. Williams (Williams collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “Mount Kemp, Cape Province, 26 Dec. 1963, W. Teare.”  Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Diagnosis: O. nasutus and O. subravus are sympatric at the type locality of the former and can only be separated by reference to the morphology of the genitalia (Pringle et al., 1994: 270).

Distribution: South Africa.

Common name: Nosy blue.

Habitat: Montane grassland (Pringle et al., 1994).

Habits: Nothing published.

Flight period: Recorded, so far, in late December and early January.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Indigofera elandsbergensis P.B. Phillipson (Fabaceae) [Edge, unpublished, 2001 in Edge, 2005a: 46; Hogsback, Eastern Cape Province].

Lessertia stricta (Fabaceae) [Woodhall teste Botha & Botha, 2006: 193].
Associated ant: Unknown (Edge, 2005a: 46).
Orachrysops nasutus nasutus Henning & Henning, 1994

Orachrysops nasutus Henning and Henning, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds].  Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 268 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.
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Orachrysops nasutus nasutus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Gaika’s Kop, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 1 January, 2002; M.C. Williams (Williams collection).
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Orachrysops nasutus nasutus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Gaika’s Kop, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa; 1 January, 2002; M.C. Williams (Williams collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “Mount Kemp, Cape Province, 26 Dec. 1963, W. Teare.”   Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Mount Kemp (Teare; TL); Gaika’s Kop; Barkly East; Stutterheim (Pringle et al., 1994).
Orachrysops nasutus remus Henning & Henning, 1994

Orachrysops nasutus remus Henning and Henning, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds].   Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 270 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.

Type locality: South Africa: “Drakensberg Gardens, Natal, 4 Jan. 1975, D.M. Kroon.”  Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Diagnosis: Can only be distinguished from the nominate subspecies by examination of the genitalia (see Pringle et al., 1994: 270).

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Drakensberg Gardens (Kroon; TL).
Lesotho – Rafolatsane (Pringle et al., 1994).

Genus Thermoniphas Karsch, 1895
Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 298, 303 (289-322).
Type-species: Thermoniphas plurilimbata Karsch, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 14 species.

Thermoniphas alberici (Dufrane, 1945)

Everes alberici Dufrane, 1945.  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 81: 123 ( 90-143).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Maperonga”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mayumbe, Mongala, Uele, Ituri, Kivu, Tshopo), Uganda.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Cross River loop (Larsen, 2005a); ?Okomu (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Alberic’s chalk blue.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Thermoniphas albocaerulea Stempffer, 1956

Thermoniphas albocaerulea Stempffer, 1956.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) (Sciences zoologique) 49: 50 (54 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kayonza, Kigezi district”.

Distribution: Uganda (south-west - Kigezi district).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Thermoniphas bibundana (Grünberg, 1910)

Cupido bibundana Grünberg, 1910.  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1910: 478 (469-480).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bibundi”.  Type in Humboldt University collection in Berlin (Libert teste Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Bibundi (TL); Toko, 1 000 m, in the Korup support zone (Larsen, 2005a); Rumpi Hills (T. Helps teste Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Cameroon chalk blue.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: The specimen illustrated as T. bibundana in D’Abrera, 1980 is almost certainly an undescribed species (Larsen, 2005a).
Thermoniphas caerulea Stempffer, 1956

Thermoniphas caerulea Stempffer, 1956.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) (Sciences zoologique) 49: 49 (54 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kayonza, Kigezi”.

Distribution: Uganda (south-west - Kigezi district).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Thermoniphas distincta (Talbot, 1935)

Everes micyclus [sic] distincta Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 149 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).
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Thermoniphas distincta.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  South Mutundu River, Mufulira, Zambia.  4100 ft.  23.I.1982.  M.A. Newport.  (Newport Collection).
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Thermoniphas distincta.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Hillwood Farm, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  25 March 81.  M.W. & A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Zambia: “N.E. Rhodesia: Luwingu to mouth of Chambezi River”.

Distribution: Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania (west), Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Shaba), Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Mpongwe; “Luwingu to mouth of Chambezi (now Chambeshi) River” (TL); Mufulira; Kundalila Falls (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: Usually in the vicinity of stream banks (Heath, et al., 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Thermoniphas fontainei Stempffer, 1956

Thermoniphas fontainei Stempffer, 1956.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) (Sciences zoologique) 49: 47 (54 pp.).

[image: image187.jpg]


[image: image188.jpg]



Thermoniphas fontainei.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Mwinilunga, Zambia.  9.5.63.  J. Chitty.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Thermoniphas fontainei.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Zambezi Bridge, Zambia.  24 March, 1981.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lusambo, Sankuru”.

Distribution: Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mayumbe, Kinshasa, Equateur, Ituri, Tshopo, Sankuru, Lomami, Lualaba), Tanzania, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Thermoniphas fumosa Stempffer, 1952

Thermoniphas fumosa Stempffer, 1952.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 57: 119 (114-121).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Chang”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mayumbe).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – lower slopes of Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a); Aba near Port Harcourt (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Smoky chalk blue.

Habitat: Clearings in sub-montane forest but also occuring more sparingly in lowland forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: The flight is weak and low down, specimens mostly being encountered on forest edges (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Thermoniphas kamitugensis (Dufrane, 1945)

Everes kamitugensis Dufrane, 1945.  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 81: 122 (90-143).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kamituga, Camp Méro”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Thermoniphas kigezi Stempffer, 1956

Thermoniphas kigezi Stempffer, 1956.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) (Sciences zoologique) 49: 48 (54 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kayonza, Kigezi”.

Distribution: Uganda (south-west), ?Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Thermoniphas leucocyanea Clench, 1961

Thermoniphas leucocyanea Clench, 1961.  Annals of the Carnegie Museum 36: 56 (49-62).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Lolodorf”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a) suspects that this taxon is a junior synonym of T. bibundana.
Thermoniphas micylus (Cramer, 1780)

Papilio micylus Cramer, 1780 in Cramer, 1779-80.  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia Africa en America 3: 160 (176 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.

Type locality: Ghana/Sierra Leone: “Côte d’Or de l’Afrique, à la Sierra Leona”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Tinted blue; common chalk blue.

Habitat: Forest edges, paths and clearings (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a common butterfly with a weak flight.  Individuals of both sexes often perch with the wings held two-thirds open (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes avidly visit flowers (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Thermoniphas colorata (Ungemach, 1932)

Everes togara colorata Ungemach, 1932.  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 97 (1-122).

Thermoniphas micylus colorata (Ungemach, 1932).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Thermoniphas colorata (Ungemach, 1932).  Larsen, 2005a, stat. rev.
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Thermoniphas colorata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Dondo, P. E. A.  4.VIII.1957.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3975).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Youbdo”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Kenya (coast), Tanzania (east), Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (north-west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kasigau (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Victoria Falls (Pringle, et al., 1994) (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Dondo Forest (H. Cookson); near Inhaminga (Pinhey).

Zimbabwe – Livingstone Island above the Victoria Falls (Buchanan).

Common name: 

Habitat: Marshy areas in and on the edges of forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: The flight is weak and specimens are attracted to flowers.  It inhabits forest clearings and road verges (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Calvoa orientalis (Melastomataceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 119].

Dissotis species (Melastomataceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 119].

Thermoniphas plurilimbata Karsch, 1895

Thermoniphas plurilimbata Karsch, 1895.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 303 (289-322).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Centralafrika, Mukenge (6°s.Br., 22-23°ö.L.v.Gr.)”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, ?Rwanda, ?Burundi, Uganda, Tanzania.

Habitat: Swampy areas in forest.

Habits: The flight is low down and fairly weak (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Thermoniphas plurilimbata plurilimbata Karsch, 1895

Thermoniphas plurilimbata Karsch, 1895.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 303 (289-322).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Centralafrika, Mukenge (6°s.Br., 22-23°ö.L.v.Gr.)”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Ituri, Tshopo, Equateur, Kasai, Kwango, Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Between Minziro village and Bulembe, in Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
trypherota Bethune-Baker, 1909 (as sp. of Oberonia [sic]).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 3: 422 (422-437).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala, Congo Free State”.
Thermoniphas plurilimbata rutshurensis (Joicey & Talbot, 1921)

Oboronia rutshurensis Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 99 (40-166).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Rutshuru River, N. Kivu”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east - North Kivu), Uganda (south-west - Kigezi district), ?Rwanda, ?Burundi.
Thermoniphas stempfferi Clench, 1961

Thermoniphas stempfferi Clench, 1961.  Annals of the Carnegie Museum 36: 53 (49-62).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Batanga”.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Thermoniphas togara (Plötz, 1880)

Lycaena togara Plötz, 1880.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 202 (189-206).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bonjongo”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Bright chalk blue.

Habitat: Forest edges.

Habits: A scarce butterfly that occurs in localized colonies (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Thermoniphas togara togara (Plötz, 1880)

Lycaena togara Plötz, 1880.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 202 (189-206).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bonjongo”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mayumbe, Mongala, Uele, Ituri, Tshopo, Tshuapa, Equateur, Lualaba), Uganda.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Thermoniphas togara bugalla Stempffer & Jackson, 1962

Thermoniphas togara bugalla Stempffer & Jackson, 1962.  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 31: 35 (33-37).

Type locality: Uganda: “Sesse Isles, Bugalla Island”.

Distribution: Uganda (Sesse Islands in Lake Victoria).
Genus Oboronia Karsch, 1893
Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 38: 229 (1-266).
Type-species: Oboronia staudingeri Hemming, by subsequent designation (Hemming, 1960.  Annotationes lepidopterologicae (Part I): 35 (31-36).).  [See Hemming, 1967 (Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) Suppl. 9: 318 (509 pp.).).]

= Athysanota Karsch, 1895.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 297 (289-322).  Type-species: Lycaena ornata Mabille, by monotypy.  [Given as a good genus in Ackery, et al., 1995: 670 but treated as a synonym of Oboronia Karsch by  Sourakov and Emmel, 1997 (Tropical Lepidoptera 8 (Supplement 3): 31 (29-31).).  Formally synonymized with Oboronia by Larsen, 2005a, syn. nov.]

A purely Afrotropical genus containing seven species.

Oboronia albicosta (Gaede, 1916)

Cupido albicosta Gaede, 1916.  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 9: 112 (105-106, 109-112, 125-126).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bejoa Bejenge”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Equateur, Kinshasa, Sankuru, Lualaba, Kivu), Uganda (south-west - Bwamba), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge (Gardiner) (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Oboronia bueronica Karsch, 1895

Oboronia bueronica Karsch, 1895.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 304 (289-322).

[image: image193.jpg]


[image: image194.jpg]



Oboronia bueronica.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Maronga Forest, 20° 03'S, 33°09'E, Moz.  6-11.IX.1972.  R.H. Jones.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3975).
Type locality: Tanzania: “Usambara, Buero, 1000 m”.

Distribution: Kenya (south coast), Tanzania (north-east), Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Shimba Hills; Mrima Hill (Larsen, 1991).

Mozambique – Amatongas (Cox); Moribane Forest (Carcasson); Maronga Forest (Pennington, Kroon and Jones); Gogói Forest (Pinhey).

Zimbabwe – Chirinda Forest (Lunderstedt).

Common name: Ginger blue.

Habitat: Dense forest.

Habits: Found mainly along the edges of clearings and roads in dense forest.  Both sexes feed from flowers (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages:

Henning, G., in Pringle, et al., 1994: 275 [as Oboronia bueronica; locality not noted].

Larval food:

Costus species (Costaceae) [Bampton, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 275].

Associated ant:

Very small dark brown ants [Henning, G. in Pringle, et al., 1994: 275].
Oboronia guessfeldti (Dewitz, 1879)

Plebeius güssfeldti Dewitz, 1879.  Nova Acta Academiae Caesarea Leopoldino-Carolinae Germanicum Naturae Curiosorum 4 (2): 206 (173-212).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Chinchoxo”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola (Larsen, 1991), Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Tshopo, Equateur, Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda, Kenya (west), Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a); Niokolo-Koba (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kakum National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Kakamega Forest  (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: Güssfeldt’s blue; Güssfeldt’s ginger white.

Habitat: Drier forest, with incursions into denser Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).  It is rarely found in wet forests (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Flies slowly, in the shade of the forest, settling on green leaves, where it is very conspicuous.  In flight they resemble a small pierid (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Costus species (Costaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 251].

Costus dewiveri (Costaceae) (wild ginger) [Heath, et al., 2002: 119].

Possibly Zingiber species (Zingiberaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
Oboronia liberiana Stempffer, 1950

Oboronia liberiana Stempffer, 1950.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire 12: 405 (402-407).

Type locality: Liberia: “Glofakè”.

Distribution: Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana.


Misattributed to the Congo fauna by Bampton et al., 1991 (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Liberia – Glofake (TL).

Ivory Coast – Tai (Larsen, 2005a); Banco (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Ankasa National Park (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Liberian ginger white.

Habitat: Wetter forests (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: May be locally common if the foodplant is abundant (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens have been seen flying in light drizzle (Larsen, 2005a).  Individuals remain in close proximity to the yellow-flowered larval foodplant and feed on the nectar in these flowers (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Sourakov and Emmel, 1997c [larva; Ankasa, Ghana].

Larval food:

Costus afer (Costaceae) [Sourakov and Emmel, 1997 (Ankasa, Ghana)].
Oboronia ornata (Mabille, 1890)

Lycaena ornata Mabille, 1890.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 24 (17-51).

Athysonota ornata (Mabille, 1890).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Oboronia ornata (Mabille, 1890).  Sourakov & Emmel, 1997: 31.

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Assinie”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Common name: Untailed ginger white.

Habitat: Most types of forest, including degraded habitat.  It is less common in wetter forests and invades Guinea savanna in riparian vegetation (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A common butterfly that does not associate as closely with the larval foodplant as most congenerics, often flying longer distances at greater speeds (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes are often found feeding from a small orange-flowered asteraceous plant without petals (Larsen, 2005a).  Males perch on the upperside of leaves with the wing partially opened (see illustration in Larsen, 2005a: 265).

Early stages:

Congdon and Bampton, 1996: 18 [pupa illustrated in colour; Tanzania; ssp. vestalis].

Sourakov and Emmel, 1997c [larva and pupa; Ghana; ssp. ornata].

Larval food:

Costus fissiligulatus (Costaceae) [Bampton et al., 1991 (Congo); ssp. ornata].

Costus dubius (Costaceae) [Congdon & Bampton, 1996: 18 (Kasye Forest, Tanzania); ssp. vestalis.  Sourakov & Emmel, 1997 (Ghana); ssp. ornata].
Oboronia ornata ornata (Mabille, 1890)

Lycaena ornata Mabille, 1890.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 24 (17-51).

Athysonota ornata ornata (Mabille, 1890).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Oboronia ornata (Mabille, 1890).  Sourakov & Emmel, 1997: 31.

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Assinie”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Assini (TL).

Ghana – Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

pseudosoyauxii Ehrmann, 1894 (as sp. of Liptena).  Journal of the New York Entomological Society 2: 78 (77-78).  Liberia: “Bigtown”.
Oboronia ornata flava Holland, 1920

Oboronia ornata var. flava Holland, 1920.  Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History 43: 235 (109-369).

Athysonota ornata flava (Holland, 1920).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Oboronia ornata flava Holland, 1920.  Larsen, 2005a.

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Benito, Spanish Guinea”.

Distribution: Equatorial Guinea.

Note: Larsen (2005a), on biogeographical grounds, does not regard this to be a valid subspecies but does not formally synonymize it.
Oboronia ornata vestalis (Aurivillius, 1895)

Cupido (Oboronia) ornatus var. vestalis Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 219 (195-220, 255-268).

Athysonota ornata vestalis (Aurivillius, 1895).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Oboronia ornata vestalis (Aurivillius, 1895).  Larsen, 2005a.

Type locality: Cameroon: “N’Dian”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (west).

Note: The validity of this subspecies is suspect (Larsen, 2005a) since specimens with extensive hindwing black markings, as in vestalis, are also known from Sierra Leone (nominate subspecies) (Aurivillius, 1899).
Oboronia pseudopunctatus (Strand, 1912)

Cupido (Oboronia) pseudopunctatus Strand, 1912.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.2.): 137 (136-141).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bakossu”.

Diagnosis: Differs from O. punctatus on the hindwing underside in that there is a submarginal row of pale brown spots (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Ghana (Volta region), Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Island of Bioko), Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Equateur, Tshuapa, Mongala, Uele, Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda (west - Bwamba), Tanzania (north-west).


Records from Guinea, Liberia and Ivory Coast are erroneous (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Light ginger white.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – A forest remnant at Kashenge (quite common); Munene Forest (rare) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Scarce in Ghana and Togo but common in southern Nigeria, the Cross River loop and Korup, Cameroon (Larsen, 2005a).  The behaviour is similar to that of O. punctatus (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Costus afer (Costaceae) [Bampton, et al., 1991 (Congo); Larsen, 2005a (Nigeria)].

Costus species (Costaceae) [Congdon & Collins, 1998: 106; Kashenge, Tanzana].
arctimargo Hulstaert, 1924 (as sp. of Oboronia).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 194 (112-122, 173-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Busanga”; Cameroon: “Bitje, riv. Dja”.
Oboronia punctatus (Dewitz, 1879)

Plebeius punctatus Dewitz, 1879.  Nova Acta Academiae Caesarea Leopoldino-Carolinae Germanicum Naturae Curiosorum 4 (2): 205 (173-212).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Chinchoxo”.

Distribution: Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimba Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Common ginger white.

Habitat: Forest, including degraded forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A common species, usually found flying about patches of its larval foodplant, the flowers of which are also a major source of nectar for the adults (Larsen, 2005a).  It is an active insect that may be on the wing as early as 07:00 (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Poulton, 1911 (Proceedings, pp. ci-civ).

Lamborn, 1914: 490.

The associated ants construct a nest over the head of the foodplant, in the calyces of which the larva lives.  Pupal period 11 to 12 days (n = 2).

Larsen, 2005a

The larvae feed on the flowers of the foodplant, the attending ants (Pheidole species) constructing shelters made from plant debris for the larvae.  Larvae are attacked by introduced Oecophylla ants.

Larval food:

Costus afer Ker.-Gawl. (Costaceae) [Lamborn, 1914: 490 (Nigeria)].

Costus dubius (Costaceae) [Sourakov and Emmel, 1997 (Ankasa, Ghana)].

Associated ants:

Pheidole aurivillii Mayr. race kasaiensis For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 489 (Nigeria)].

Pheidole rotundata For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 489 (Nigeria)].
elorina Staudinger, 1888 in Staudinger and Schatz, 1884-8 (as sp. of Lycaena).   Exotischer Schmetterlinge 1: 271 (333 pp.). Bayern.  Sierra Leone; Liberia: “Monrovia”.
jacksoni Stempffer, 1942 (as f. of Oboronia punctatus).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France 111: 132 (117-134).  Uganda: “Katera, Ouganda”.
staudingeri Hemming, 1960 (as?).  Annotationes lepidopterologicae (Part I): 33 (31-36).  [According to Ackery, et al., 1995: 670 Hemming was providing a name for a taxon misidentified as Lycaena elorea Fabricius by Staudinger (Staudinger,1888 in Staudinger and Schatz, 1884-8.  Exotischer Schmetterlinge 1: 271, pl. 94 (333 pp.). Bayern.), a name later misused as Oboronia elorea Staudinger by Karsch (Karsch, 1893.  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 38: 1-226) when establishing the genus.  Hemming gave no description or type locality.  He cited its holotype as “the specimen described and figured by Staudinger”.  Staudinger’s specimens were from the southern part of West Africa “vom Nigergebiet (Loko), Camerun, Gabun und Angola” and so the holotype should be whichever of these was the one figured.]
Genus Chilades Moore, 1881
In: Moore, 1880-2.  The lepidoptera of Ceylon 1: 76 (190 pp.). London.
Type-species: Papilio lajus Stoll, by original designation [extralimital].

= Luthrodes Druce, 1895.  [See, Balint and Johnson, 1997.  Neue Entomologische Nachrichten 40: 7 (1-67).]
= Edales Swinhoe, 1910.  [See Balint, and Johnson, 1997.  Neue Entomologische Nachrichten 40: 7 (1-67).]
= Freyeria Courvosier, 1920.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 34: 234 (230-262).  Type-species: Lycaena trochylus Freyer, by monotypy. [See, also, Hesselbarth, et al., 1995 (Selbstverlag Sigbert Wagener, Hemdener Weg 19, D 46399 Bocholt, Germany: 1-754.), and Balint and Johnson, 1997 (Neue Entomologische Nachrichten 40: 8 (1-67)).]
= Lachides Nekrutenko, 1984.  [See Balint, and Johnson, 1997.  Neue Entomologische Nachrichten 40: 7 (1-67).]

An Afrotropical, Palaearctic and Oriental genus containing 20 species.  There are 10 Afrotropical species, some of which extend extralimitally.

Chilades eleusis (Demaison, 1888)

Euchrysops eleusis Mabille, 1890.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 8: 66 (65-67).

Chilades eleusis (Demaison, 1888).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Synonym of Chilades naidina (Butler, 1886).  Balint, 1999: 46.

Chilades eleusis (Demaison, 1888).  Larsen, 2005a

Type locality: [Egypt (Larsen, 2005a)]: “beaucoup de localités de la Nubie, dans l’île de Philé, à Ibsamboul, Ouadi-Halfa, etc.”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Burkina Faso, Ghana (extreme north), Nigeria (north), Niger, Cameroon (north), Chad, Sudan.

Extralimitally in Egypt.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Podor (Mabille, 1890).

Burkina Faso – Ouagadougou (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Ilo (Sharpe, 1902); Kano (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Sky-blue cupid.

Habitat: Very dry habitats in Sudan savanna and the Sahel (Larsen, 2005a).  Colonies have even been found on littoral dunes 50 m from the sea in Gambia (H. Boersma teste Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Occurs in small colonies on open ground (Larsen, 2005a).  Individuals fly in extreme heat, rarely more than a few centimetres above the ground (Larsen, 2005a).  Low-growing flowers are visited when these are available (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Acacia species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a; low growing shrubs].
podorina Mabille, 1890 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 25 (17-51).  Senegal: “environs de Podor”.
pharaonis Staudinger, 1894 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 7: 243 (241-296).  Egypt: “Cairo”; Sudan: “Ipsambul (?); Nubien”.
nigeriae Sharpe, 1902 (as sp. of Euchrysops).  Entomologist 35: 102 (65-68, 101-107).  Nigeria: “Ilo”.  Given as a good species of Chilades in Ackery, et al., 1995 but synonymised with Chilades naidina by Balint, 1999 (Neue Entomologische Nachrichten 46: 48 (1-89)).  Synonymized with C. eleusis by Larsen, 2005a.
strigatus Aurivillius, 1925 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as f. of Cupido eleusis).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 490 (614 pp.).  Sudan: “Nubien”.
Chilades elicola (Strand, 1911)

Cupido elicola Strand, 1911.  Entomologische Rundschau 28: 139 (137-141).

Freyeria elicola (Strand, 1911).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Chilades elicola (Strand, 1911).  Hesselbarth et al., 1995.

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Eli”.

Distribution: Ethiopia.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a: 269) avers that this taxon may be a subspecies of C. eleusis.
Chilades galba (Lederer, 1855)

Lycaena galba Lederer, 1855.  Verhandlungen der Zoologisch-Botanischen Vereins in Wien 5: 190 (177-234).

Freyeria galba (Lederer, 1855).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Chilades galba (Lederer, 1855).  Hesselbarth et al., 1995.

Type locality: Lebanon: “Bierut”.

Distribution: Turkey (south), Arabia (central and east), Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Chilades minuscula (Aurivillius, 1909)

Cupido minuscula Aurivillius, 1909.  In: Voeltzkow, A., Reise in Ostafrika in den Jahren 1903-1905 2: 325 (309-348). Stuttgart.

Freyeria minuscula (Aurivillius, 1909).  Ackery et al., 1995: 672.

Chilades minuscula (Aurivillius, 1909).  Comb. nov.  Lees et al., 2003 (see also Hesselbarth et al., 1995: 586).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Andranohinaly [Andranohinalahy], Westküste (SW. Madagaskar)”.

Distribution: Madagascar (widespread).

Habitat: Transformed grassland (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Chilades naidina (Butler, 1886)

Catochrysops naidina Butler, 1886.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1885: 762 (756-776).

Lepidochrysops naidina (Butler, 1886).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Chilades naidina (Butler, 1886).  Balint, 1999: 46.

Type locality: Somalia. [In part.]

Distribution: Ethiopia, Somalia, Uganda (east), Kenya, Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Nairobi; Kima; Karura; Makueni; Longonot; Chyulu Hills; the Mara; Ngong; Nanyuki (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – North slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro at 1600 m (Cordeiro, 1995).

Habitat: Grassy areas in savanna, especially dry Acacia savanna.

Habits: Individuals fly low down among short grass.  Both sexes feed from flowers.  Specimens often bask with the wings held partially open (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Acacia species (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 330].

kedonga Grose-Smith, 1898 (as sp. of Everes).  Novitates Zoologicae 5: 357 (350-358).  Uganda: “Second Kedong”.  [Given as a good species of Chilades in Ackery, et al., 1995 but regarded as a synonym of Chilades naidina by Balint, 1999 (Neue Entomologische Nachrichten 46: 46 (1-89)).]
pulchristriata Bethune-Baker, 1905 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Novitates Zoologicae 12: 495 (492-496).  Kenya: “Kikuyu Escarpment”. 
Chilades pandava ?

?

Type locality: Sri Lanka: “?”.

Distribution: Sri Lanka, Mauritius.


The presence of this Sri Lankan species in Mauritius stems from an identification query to the NHM, London (K. Goodger, teste Lees et al., 2003).

Habitat: 

Early stages: ?

Larval food:

Cycas revoluta (Cycadaceae) (exotic?) [Lees et al., 2003; Mauritius].
Chilades parrhasius (Fabricius, 1793)

Hesperia parrhasius Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 289 (488 pp.).

Freyeria parrhasius (Fabricius, 1793).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Chilades parrhasius (Fabricius, 1793).  Hesselbarth et al., 1995.

Type locality: India: “Habitat in India”.

Distribution: Sri Lanka, most of India, to southern Iran, central and eastern Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen, Oman.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
contracta Butler, 1880 (as sp. of Lampides).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1880: 406 (403-415).  India: “Rokeran, .... Candahar”.
Chilades sanctithomae (Sharpe, 1893)

Catochrysops sancti-thomae Sharpe, 1893.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 556 (553-558).

Freyeria sanctithomae (Sharpe, 1893).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Chilades sanctithomae (Sharpe, 1893).  Hesselbarth et al., 1995.

Type locality: Sao Tome and Principe: “St. Nicolau”.

Distribution: Sao Tome and Principe (Sao Tome).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Chilades serrula (Mabille, 1890)

Lycaena serrula Mabille, 1890.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 25 (17-51).

Freyeria serrula (Mabille, 1890).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Chilades serrula (Mabille, 1890).  Hesselbarth et al., 1995.

Type locality: Senegal.

Distribution: Senegal.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Chilades trochylus (Freyer, [1843])

Lycaena trochylus Freyer, [1843].  Neuere Beiträge zur Schmetterlingstunde mit Abbildungen nach der Natur 5 (71): 98? (63-74).

Freyeria trochylus (Freyer, [1843]).  Ackery et al., 1995: 672.

Chilades trochylus (Freyer, [1843]).  Comb. nov.  Lees et al., 2003 (see also Hesselbarth et al., 1995: 586).
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Chilades trochylus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 17mm.  Pretoria.  27.V.1973.  L. Vári.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3980).
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Chilades trochylus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 19mm.  Hornsnek, Magaliesberg, Gauteng, 12 Oct. 1975.  M.C. Williams.
Type locality: [Turkey]: “europäischen Türkey”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Benin, Nigeria, Kenya, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland, Lesotho, Arabia.  Also in Madagascar (Stempffer (1954) and Larsen (1996: 252) but not noted by Ackery et al. (1995: 672).

Extralimital in south-eastern Europe, Near East, India (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Shai Hills on the Accra Plains (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Lusaka; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams); Mountain Sanctuary N.R. (Williams).

Gauteng – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelsdrif Conservancy (Williams).

Free State Province – Bloemfontein (Swanepoel, 1953); Viljoenskroon (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Burgersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Robertson (Swanepoel, 1953); Swellendam (Claassens).
Swaziland – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Lesotho – Maseru (Swanepoel, 1953).
Common name: Grass jewel blue; grass jewel.

Habitat: Grassland and grassy areas in savanna.

Habits: Commoner in East and southern Africa than in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  Flies low down, usually in the vicinity of the larval foodplants.  Nectar from the flowers of the larval foodplants serves as an important source of food for the adults (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes feed from flowers and males mud-puddle or sometimes come to cow pats.  Very occasionally they may be found feeding high up in flowering acacias (Larsen, 1991).  Males defend small territories from perches on low-growing vegetation (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Hindwing rubbing appears to be more consistently shown by this species than by other polyommatines (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year in warmer localities; summer in cooler areas (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 81 [as Freyeria trochilus; Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].


“Egg.  0.45 mm diam. x 0.3 mm high.  Laid singly on young shoots.  Pale dull green with a network of white ribbing arranged in two sets, 20 in each, the ribs radiating in involute curves from the micropyle.  The intersections near the edge and down the sides are punctuated by small moles.  Eggs hatch after 7 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva.  1st instar 0.75 mm, growing to 1.5 mm in 10-12 days; 2nd instar growing to 2.75 mm in 7 days; 3rd instar growing to 4 mm in 7 days; 4th instar growing to 8 mm in 8-11 days.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd to 4th instars and the tubercles in the 3rd to 4th instars.  The final-instar tubercles have 21 spines each.  Larvae live on the leaves, buds and flowers, moulting concealed among young shoots.  There is a succession of broods during the warm months.  The colour varies considerably,  from green with dark green markings, some with a pink dorsal and subspiracular line replacing the dark green, to very pale pink or whitish pink with red markings.  There is a white lateral ridge line.  The female is usually slightly larger than the male.  The species is associated with ants, like the other small butterflies resembling it, one of the ants recorded being a species of Pheidole.  Pupa.  6-7 mm.  Secured to stalks or rubbish by the cremastral hooks and a girdle.  Emergence takes place after 15 days.”

Tolman, 1995 [Greece].

Larval food:

Indigofera cryptantha Benth. ex Harv. (Fabaceae) [Murray, cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 81].

Heliotropium species (Boraginaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 81].

Indigofera eriocarpa (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].

Indigofera species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a; Shai Hills on the Accra Plains in Ghana].

Relevant literature:

Balint & Olivier, 2001

parva Murray, 1874 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 526 (523-529).  South Africa: “Diamond Fields”.

grisea Aiger-Abafi, 1906 (as ssp. of Chilades trochylus).  [synonymized with C. trochylus by Balint and Olivier, 2001 (Annales Historico Naturales Musei Nationalis Hungarici 93: 164 (151-198))].

Genus Polyommatus Latreille, 1804

[Given as Plebejidea Koçak  in Ackery, et al. 1995: 672 but this is regarded to be a subgenus of Polyommatus by Koçak and Seven, 1998 (Centre for Entomological Studies Miscellaneous Papers 49: 1-5).  However, Balint and Johnson, 1997: 7 (see below) synonymise Plebejidea with Albulina Tutt.]
A large, almost exclusively, Palaearctic genus of 210 species, with very weak extension into the Afrotropical Region (two species).

Subgenus Albulina Tutt, 1909 [?ref.]

Type-Species: ?

= Vacciniina Tutt, 1909.  [See Balint and Johnson, 1997.  Neue Entomologische Nachrichten 40: 7 (1-67).]

= Plebejidea Koçak, 1983.  Priamus 3: 29 (11-37).  Type-species: Lycaena loewii Zeller, by original designation.  [See Balint, and Johnson, 1997.  Neue Entomologische Nachrichten 40: 7 (1-67).]
= Patricius Balint, 1991.  [See Balint, and Johnson, 1997.  Neue Entomologische Nachrichten 40: 7 (1-67).]
= Farsia Zhdanko, 1992.  [See Balint, and Johnson, 1997.  Neue Entomologische Nachrichten 40: 7 (1-67).]
= Pamiria Zhdanko, 1994.  [See Balint, and Johnson, 1997.  Neue Entomologische Nachrichten 40: 7 (1-67).]

Polyommatus (Albulina) loewii (Zeller, 1847)

Lycaena loewii Zeller, 1847.  Isis, Leipzig 31: 9 (3-39).

Type locality: ?

Distribution: Rhodes, Turkey (south), Lebanon, to Iran, Afghanistan, Egypt, Jordan, to Arabia.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Polyommatus (Albulina) loewii uranicola (Walker, 1870)

Lampides uranicola Walker, 1870.  Entomologist 5: 52 (48-57).

Type locality: Egypt: “Mount Sinai.  Wâdy Genneh”.

Distribution: Jordan, Egypt, the Sinai, the Negev, Saudi Arabia (central), Oman.
Polyommatus (Albulina) pylaon (Fischer von Waldheim, 1832)

Lycaena pylaon Fischer von Waldheim, 1832.  Mémoirs de la Société Impériale des Naturalistes de Moscou (2) 2: 357 (357-360).

Type locality: ?

Distribution: Spain, across southern Europe, Hungary, the Balkans, southern Russia, Middle East, to Iran.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Polyommatus (Albulina) pylaon philbyi (Graves, 1925)

Plebeius sephyrus philbyi Graves, 1925.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1925: 55 (17-125).

Type locality: Jordan: “Petra; Zarqa, N. of Amman”; Israel: “Tel Khuweilfa, N.W. of Beersheba”.

Distribution: Saudi Arabia (central), the Negev, Sinai.
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