FAMILY  LYCAENIDAE

Leach, 1815

SUBFAMILY  PORITIINAE

Doherty

TRIBE  LIPTENINI
SUBTRIBE  PENTILINA

Subtribe Pentilina



Alaena, Ptelina, Pentila, Liptenara, Telipna, Ornipholidotos, Torbenia.

Genus Alaena Boisduval, 1847
In: Delegorgue, A., Voyage dans l’Afrique australe 2: 591 (585-602).
Type-species: Acraea amazoula Boisduval, by monotypy.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 24 species.

Alaena amazoula (Boisduval, 1847)

Acraea amazoula Boisduval, 1847.  In: Delegorgue, A., Voyage dans l’Afrique australe 2: 591 (585-602).

Type locality: South Africa: “Pays des Amazoulous”.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Democtratic Republic of Congo, Zambia, Angola, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia?, South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Yellow Zulu.

Habitat: Rocky grassland or rocky areas in grassy savanna.  Also in open forest (Larsen, 1991).  At altitudes from 900 to 1 500 m in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The yellow zulu is found in localized colonies, often on the slopes of stone-strewn hillsides.  Large numbers of specimens are sometimes found within such a colony but usually less than a dozen occur in a particular colony.  The flight is feeble and specimens alight frequently, usually on grass stems.  They may spend long periods resting on grass stems (Larsen, 1991).  It closely resembles a day-flying geometrid moth, both in its appearance and flight pattern.

Flight period: Flies in most months of the year, but commoner from November to April.  Peak numbers are found in December and January (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 236, plate 110 [as Alaena amazoula; East London, Eastern Cape, South Africa].

"Egg:  0.75 mm diam. x 0.5 mm high.  Laid singly or in small clusters, often on grass or dry, fallen twigs near rocks.  Eggs are originally pink but fluid from an 'ink-sac' gives them a dark colour on being laid.  They hatch after 10-13 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva:  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2.25 mm in 13-18 days; 2nd instar growing to 3.25 mm in 5-14 days; 3rd instar growing to 4.5 mm in 7-15 days; 4th instar growing to 6.5-7 mm in 7-17 days; 5th instar growing to 8.5-9.5 mm in 7-17 days; 6th instar growing to 14-16 mm in 13-20 days.  The duration of instars is very variable.  There are neither honey-gland nor tubercles.  Larvae are not gregarious.  They rest concealed in gaps in the lichen, feeding at intervals and sometimes taking long rests.  To moult, a larva attaches itself firmly to the lichen or rock-surface and crawls out of the old skin, leaving this in a neat pile with the shell of the old head attached to it.  The broken colour-pattern and long lateral setae which act as shadow-breakers render larvae inconspicuous.  Pupa:  Male 12 mm; female 14 mm.  Firmly attached to the partially discarded larval skin which in turn is attached, in a sheltered spot, to the rock bearing the lichen.  Emergence takes place after 7-9 days.  There is more than one brood in a year.  Five larvae, in the 4th instar, on a 100 x 130 mm (about 4 x 5 in.) slab of lichen-covered dolorite were forgotten for a month, and the lichen dried up.  The larvae went into diapause until the lichen was revived by drops of water, then they started feeding and continued normally.  Final instar larvae acted in the same way.  Recorded from eggs and larvae from East London, eastern Cape Province."

Williams, 2007


The content of the alimentary tract of final instar larvae was examined in sections made from paraffin wax embedded final instar larvae and it was conclusively shown that the larvae were feeding on lichens growing on the surface of rocks at the locality in which the adults were flying.

Larval food:

Rock lichens (Lichenes) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 236].

Algae (Cyanophyta) on rocks [Pringle, et al., 1994: 126].

Lichens (Lichenes) on rocks [Williams, 2007; Roodeplaat Dam, Pretoria district]
Alaena amazoula amazoula (Boisduval, 1847)

Acraea amazoula Boisduval, 1847.  In: Delegorgue, A., Voyage dans l’Afrique australe 2: 591 (585-602).

Type locality: South Africa: “Pays des Amazoulous”.

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Amahlongwa (Swanepoel, 1953); Botha’s Hill (Swanepoel, 1953); Howick (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Pennington).

Eastern Cape Province – King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Kei River (Swanepoel, 1953); Butterworth (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Kokstad (Swanepoel, 1953).
orphina Vári, 1976 (as ab. of Alaena amazoula amazoula).  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 30: 127 (121-144).  South Africa: “Amahlongwa, Umzinto Distr.”.
Alaena amazoula congoana Aurivillius, 1914

Alaena amazoula f. congoana Aurivillius, 1914 in Seitz, 1908-25.  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 299 (614 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo?: “Lower Congo”; Angola: “Angola”.

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (?Shaba, Bas-Fleuve), Namibia?
Alaena amazoula nyasana Hawker-Smith, 1933

Alaena amazoula nyasana Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Stylops 2: 1 (1-12).
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Alaena amazoula nyasana.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Chikawe Hills, Malawi.  16 Apr 90.  Owen-Johnston.  (Henning collection - H280).

Type locality: Malawi: “Nyasaland: Mt. Mlanje”.

Distribution: Kenya (south-east), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Shimba Hills (scarce) (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – South Pare (Kielland, 1990); Usambara Mountains (Kielland, 1990); Nguu Mountains (Kielland, 1990); Madibira near Mufindi (Congdon teste Kielland, 1990).

Malawi – Mount Mlanje (TL); Chikawe Hills (Owen-Johnston).

Zambia – Chalimbana (Heath et al., 2002); Luangwa Valley (Heath et al., 2002); Mumbwa (Heath et al., 2002); Lusaka (Heath et al., 2002); Kafue (Heath et al., 2002).
Alaena amazoula ochroma Vári, 1976

Alaena amazoula ochroma Vári, 1976.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 30: 128 (121-144).

Type locality: South Africa: “Griffin Mine”.

Diagnosis: Differs from the male of the nominate subspecies in that the ochreous-yellow pattern on the upperside of both wings is extended, so that it approaches the female in general appearance.  Females similar to those of nominate subspecies but veining of forewing upperside less apparent and costa usually without the black suffusion (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Distribution: Zimbabwe, Botswana (east), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Botswana – Francistown (Clark); Mahalapye (Cookson and Pennington).

Limpopo Province – Letaba (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoutpansberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Makapan’s Caves (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”); Warmbaths; Shiluwane (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Mpumalanga – Griffin Mine, near Barberton (TL); Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Pilrim’s Rest (Swanepoel, 1953); Nelspruit (Pringle, et al., 1994).

North West Province – Zeerust (Swanepoel, 1953).
Gauteng – Witpoortjie (Ruimsig); Pretoria district (Pringle, et al., 1994); 3 km north of Roodeplaat Dam, Pretoria district (M. Williams).
Alaena bicolora Bethune-Baker, 1924

Alaena bicolora Bethune-Baker, 1924.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 14: 130 (130-135).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Usangu district; Kongwa, Dar es Salaam”.

Diagnosis: See A. exotica for comparison.

Distribution: Tanzania (east to south-west).

Habitat: Occurs locally, in rocky places, in woodland (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is extremely feeble, and the butterfly is difficult to spot, resembling a small moth (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (1991: 156) discusses and illustrates an undescribed species of the Alaena bicolora group captured by S.C. Collins in South Kavirondo, Kenya.
Alaena bjornstadi Kielland, 1993

Alaena bjornstadi Kielland, 1993.  Lambillionea 93 (1) (Tome II): 115 (114-116).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Tranzania (sic), Mpanda, Uzondo, Kalama, 1500 m, 12. III. 1989, A. Björnstad.”  Described from a single male.  First description of female by Congdon & Collins, 1998 (Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 56 (143 pp.). ABRI and Lambillionea).

Distribution: Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Usondo (Bjornstad; TL); near Uvinza at 1 400 m; Usondo Plateau at 1 600 m (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Habitat: Rocky grassland (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habits: Tends to fly in sunny places at the foot of rocky cliffs (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Flight period: Recorded only from mid February to mid March.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Alaena brainei Vári, 1976

Alaena brainei Vári, 1976.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 30: 128 (121-144).

Type locality: Nambia: “South West Africa: Tiger Valley, Kombat”.

Diagnosis: Differs from the similar A. amazoula in that it has smaller, sharply edged ochreous-yellow spots (especially on the hindwing of males), and broader, sharply edged fuscous brown wing borders in females (Vári, 1976).
Distribution: Namibia (north-central).

Specific localities:

Namibia – Tiger Valley, Kombat (Kroon); Grootfontein (J. Braine); Abachaub; Otjiwarongo district; Namutoni; Tsumeb; Maroelaboom; Otavi (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Braine’s Zulu.

Habitat: Rocky grassland.

Habits: Nothing published.

Flight period: November to early May (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Algae (Cyanophyta) on rocks [Pringle, et al., 1994: 127].
Alaena caissa Rebel & Rogenhofer, 1894

Alaena caissa Rebel & Rogenhofer, 1894.  In: Baumann, O., Durch Massailand zur Nilquelle. Reisen und Forschungen der Massai-Expedition des deutschen Antisklaverei-Komite in den Jahren 1891-1893: 336 (323-341).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Hügellande bei Ngoroine in circa 1500 m.  Seehöhe”.

Distribution: Uganda, Tanzania.

Habitat: Open, rocky places (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Alaena caissa caissa Rebel & Rogenhofer, 1894

Alaena caissa Rebel & Rogenhofer, 1894.  In: Baumann, O., Durch Massailand zur Nilquelle. Reisen und Forschungen der Massai-Expedition des deutschen Antisklaverei-Komite in den Jahren 1891-1893: 336 (323-341).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Hügellande bei Ngoroine in circa 1500 m.  Seehöhe”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north).
Alaena caissa kagera Talbot, 1935

Alaena kagera Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 69 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Hills west of the Kagera River, 3055'E., 25'S. dry season”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-west – Kagera and Bukoba Districts), Uganda (open areas west of Lake Victoria).
Alaena dodomaensis Kielland, 1983

Alaena dodomaensis Kielland, 1983.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 95: 110 (107-110).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Dodoma”.

Distribution: Tanzania.  Specimens from Kenya in the BMNH collection probably also belong here (Kielland, 1986).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Near Dodoma (Kielland, 1990); Lokozi and Mlawi rivers at Kitonga Gorge (Kielland, 1990); on lower slopes of Image Mt. at Irindi (Kielland, 1990); on lower slopes of Mangalisa Mt. (Kielland, 1990); near Kibakwe Mission on lower slopes of Wotta Mt. in Mpwapwa District (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Medium altitude Brachystegia woodland and thornbush on rocky hillsides from 700 to 1 100 metres; occasionally up to 1 400 metres (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Alaena exotica Collins & Larsen, 2005

Alaena exotica Collins & Larsen, 2005.  Butterflies of West Africa: 547.
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Alaena exotica.  Male (holotype; Nigeria) upperside (x2.5).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.

          [image: image4.jpg]o



           [image: image5.jpg]



Alaena exotica (x2.5).  Female (Nigeria).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Plateau State, Jos Town”.  Holotype (male) vii 1983 (S.C. Collins leg., coll. African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Diagnosis: Upperside similar to that of A. bicolora Bethune-Baker, 1924 but orange markings are narrower; orange markings on underside more extensive, especially on hindwing where basal area is also orange; both wings with rows of well-developed, parallel submarginal and marginal white spots; marginal spots enhanced by long white cilia abutting them; cilia at ends of veins black; underside similar to several other species from southern Africa and south-eastern DRC but in these the submarginal series of white spots on the forewing underside as well developed (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

General remarks:  This is the only member of this essentially eastern and southern African genus recorded from West Africa.  The nearest congeneric, geographically, occurs in southern Sudan.  This is the rather different taxon A. subrubra Bethune-Baker, 1915.  The most similar species is actually A. bicolora Bethune-Baker, 1924, from western Tanzania.

A. exotica was initially found in a rocky locality near the Hill Station Hotel, in Jos, by R. St. Leger in the 1970’s.  The type series is from a rocky locality near Jos Airport, discovered by Steve Collins.  At this locality thousands of specimens of the species were noted.  E.F.I. Baker and his family found the species near Riyom, some 40 km east of Jos Town, also on the Jos Plateau, in the late 1980’s (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Nigeria (Jos Plateau).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Jos Town [Jos Airport] (TL); near Jos Hotel (St. Leger teste Larsen, 2005a); near Riyom, 40 km east of Jos Town (E. Baker teste Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Jos zulu.

Habitat: Rocky areas with tall grass (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Individuals flutter about weakly in long grass (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Blue-green algae growing on rocks (Larsen, 2005a).
Alaena ferrulineata Hawker-Smith, 1933

Alaena ferrulineata Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Stylops 2: 2 (1-12).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Tanganyika Terr.: Arusha District, Ngorongoro Crater, interior at 5900 feet; escarpment below Lake Manyara”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north and south).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – around Oldeani and Ngorongoro (Kielland, 1990); Durget Hill (Kielland, 1990); rocky outcrops in Hasama Forest in Mbulu (Kielland, 1990); at Lake Manyara (Kielland, 1990.

Habitat: Rocky hillsides in dry thorn country and mountains, from 1 000 to 2 000 metres (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Alaena interposita Butler, 1883

Alaena interposita Butler, 1883.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 12: 103 (101-107).

Type locality: “Victoria Nyanza”.

Distribution: Tanzania.  The nominate subspecies is known only from the type specimen.

Habitat: Brachystegia woodland for subspecies hauttecoeuri (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Alaena interposita interposita Butler, 1883

Alaena interposita Butler, 1883.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 12: 103 (101-107).

Type locality: “Victoria Nyanza”.

Distribution: Tanzania.  Known only from the type specimen.
Alaena interposita hauttecoeuri Oberthür, 1888

Alaena hauttecoeuri Oberthür, 1888.  Études d’Entomologie 12: 7 (1-8).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Tabora, dans l’Ounyanyambé (Afrique orientale)”.

Distribution: Tanzania (south-west – Tabora Region).
Alaena johanna Sharpe, 1890

Alaena johanna Sharpe, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 5: 442 (440-443).

Type locality: Kenya: “en route from Mombasa to the Ulu Mountains”.

Diagnosis: Very similar to A. ngonga but the ranges of the two species do not overlap (Larsen, 1991).

Distribution: Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania.

Populations in Ethiopia, Somalia and Tanzania may represent distinct taxa in each of these countries (Larsen, 1991; Ackery et al., 1995: 474).

Common name: Johanna’s Zulu.

Habitat: Savanna.  In Tanzania it is found on rocky hillsides at rather high altitudes (1 200 to 1 900 metres) (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: It is found in very localized colonies, which may harbour large numbers of specimens.  Like its congeners it flutters weakly among the grass, often spending long periods perched on grass stems.  They may also rest on rocks (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Probably lichens (Lichenes) on rocks [Larsen, 1991: 155].
Alaena johanna johanna Sharpe, 1890

Alaena johanna Sharpe, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 5: 442 (440-443).

Type locality: Kenya: “en route from Mombasa to the Ulu Mountains”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya (central), Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Between Mombasa and the Ulu Mountains (TL); Yatta area (Larsen, 1991); near Kasigau (Larsen, 1991); Makueni (Larsen, 1991); Kibwezi (Larsen, 1991); Kathini Ridge (Larsen, 1991); 14 Falls-Athi River (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania - Iringa mountains (Image Mt.) (Kielland, 1990); Madibira (Kielland, 1990); Ndembera (Kielland, 1990); Chimala in the Mbeya Region (Kielland, 1990).

Alaena johanna tsavoa Jackson, 1966

Alaena johanna tsavoa Jackson, 1966.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (13) 8: 527 (523-531).

Type locality: Kenya: “Tsavo, Maunga”.

Distribution: Kenya (east).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Tsavo, Maunga (TL); Taveta (Larsen, 1991); Kasigau (Larsen, 1991); Marsabit (Larsen, 1991).

Note: The specimen from Marsabit was recorded by Aurivillius (1922) and Larsen (1991) speculates that the Marsabit population may represent a distinct species.
Alaena kiellandi Carcasson, 1965

Alaena kiellandi Carcasson, 1965.  Journal of the East Africa Natural History Society and National Museum 25: 132 (131-160).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Sibweza, Mpanda, Western Tanganyika”.

Distribution: Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Sibweza [Sibwesa] (TL); Ufipa (Kielland, 1990); Mpanda (Kielland, 1990); Kigoma (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Very localized colonies on rocky outcrops at 1 000 to 1 700 metres (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Flight delicate and settles on rocks or the stalks of long grass (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Alaena lamborni Gifford, 1965

Alaena lamborni Gifford, 1965.  A list of the butterflies of Malawi 41 (151 pp.). Blantyre.

Type locality: Malawi: “Soche mtn, Limbe, Nyasaland, 4200'”.

Distribution: Malawi (south).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
ackeryi d’Abrera, 1980 (as sp. of Alaena).  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 415 (593 pp.). Melbourne.  Malawi: “Mlanje, Nyasaland”.  (Synonymized by Ackery et al., 1995: 474).
Alaena maculata Hawker-Smith, 1933

Alaena maculata Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Stylops 2: 2 (1-12).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “South-east Congo: South Lufonso River, east Luvua Valley, Lake Mweru district, 5000 feet, wet season”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south-east - Sankuru, Lualaba).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
ochrea Hawker-Smith, 1933 (as ssp. of Alaena maculata).  Stylops 2: 3 (1-12). Democratic Republic of Congo: “South-east Congo: East Luvua Valley, north-east of Lake Mweru 4000-5000 feet, wet season”.
Alaena madibirensis Wichgraf, 1921

Alaena madibirensis Wichgraf, 1921.  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 14: 195 (171-172, 179-180, 195-197).

Type locality: [Tanzania]: “Madibira (D.-O.-Afrika)”.

Distribution: Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – just east of Madibira (Kielland, 1990); Ndumbi Gorge, Makete District (Congdon and Collins, 1998); Kabira on the Malagarasi River (Congdon and Collins, 1998); Nyakanazi, Biharamulo District (Congdon and Collins, 1998); Tubira Forest, in Kigoma (Bjornstad; single specimen teste Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Rocky, Brachystegia-clad hills (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Alaena margaritacea Eltringham, 1929

Alaena margaritacea Eltringham, 1929 in Eltringham, et al., 1929.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 77: 491 (475-504).
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Alaena margaritacea.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Haenertsburg, Transvaal, 1 Jan. 1994.  M.C. Williams.

Type locality: South Africa: “Haenertzburg”.

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province).  Known only from very restricted areas in the vicinity of the type locality near Haenertsburg.

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Haenertsburg – Welcome Mine (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Wolkberg Zulu.

Habitat: Rocky, grassy slopes.

Habits: The flight of the Wolkberg Zulu is weak, and close to the ground.  During the warmer hours of the day males congregate at the bases of rocky ridges below the summit of hills.  Large numbers of specimens may be found within the restricted colonies during the height of their emergence (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: Flies from December to early February, with peak numbers in the last week of December (Pringle et al., 1994).

Conservation status: Classified as critically endangered in the South African Red Data List.

Early stages:

Clark & Dickson, 1971: 237, plate 111 (in part) [as Alaena margaritacea; Wolkberg, Limpopo Province, South Africa].

"Egg:  0.9 mm diam. x 0.4 mm high.  Laid singly or in small clusters on lichen-covered rocks.  Of a purple-brown colour.  Hatching takes place after 17 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Eggs have four rings of 14 round indentations each.  Those at the micropyle are narrow and elongated.  Larva:  1st instar 0.8 mm, growing to 1.6 mm in 29 days, when the larva died.  The larva is close to that of Al. amazoula but there are some small differences in the setae and in the disposition of some of them, and in the colouring of the body, as shown in the illustrations of the 1st-instar larvae of the two species.  Close affinity to the larva of Pentila tropicalis is also apparent from the figures of the species concerned.  In the first instar, the larva of A. margaritacea is of a purplish-brown colour, apart from the yellowish neck-shield and the white humps which bear the outer dorsal and lateral setae respectively.  The head is practically of the same colour as the body of the larva.  The arrangement of the setae, their relative lengths and their colouring can be seen in the accompanying plate - also those of the setae on the head of the larva.  The cross-section of the larva is typical of this group of butterflies, taken as a whole.  Recorded from eggs supplied by Mr. Swanepoel from the Wolkberg, N.E. Transvaal."

Larval food:

Rock lichens (Lichenes) [Clark & Dickson, 1971: 237].

Algae (Cyanophyta) on rocks [Pringle et al., 1994: 127].
Alaena ngonga Jackson, 1966
Alaena ngonga Jackson, 1966.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (13) 8: 527 (523-531).

Type locality: Kenya: “Ngong Escarpment”.

Diagnosis: Close to A. johanna.  On the hindwing underside the white dots in A. ngonga are larger and better defined than those in A. johanna; the marginal lunules are also larger and better defined (Larsen, 1991).  The ranges of these two species do not overlap (Larsen, 1991).
Distribution: Kenya (central), Tanzania (Masai, Serengeti).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Ngong Hills (TL); Lukenia Hills (Larsen, 1991); Longonot volcano (Larsen, 1991); Nairobi (Larsen, 1991); Ukambari (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Masai; Serengeti.

Common name: Ngong Zulu.

Habitat: Rocky hillsides in savanna (Larsen, 1991).

Habits: Occurs in localized colonies (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Alaena nyassa Hewitson, 1877

Alaena nyassa Hewitson, 1877.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 14: 6 (5-6).

Type locality: “Lake Nyassa”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Common name: Pied Zulu.

Habitat: For the nominate subspecies: riverine woodland (in Mozambique) and grassy places in savanna regions (in Zimbabwe) (Pringle et al., 1994); montane grassland with rocky outcrops, along streams in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).  For subspecies major: forest margins, heavy woodland and rocky streams from 300 to 1 200 metres (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The Pied zulu flies weakly, often settling on grass stems (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: Has been recorded in all months of the year, except June and July (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Female observed laying eggs on rock lichen (Kielland, 1990).

Larval food:

Algae (Cyanophyta) on rocks [Pringle et al., 1994: 127].
Alaena nyassa nyassa Hewitson, 1877

Alaena nyassa Hewitson, 1877.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 14: 6 (5-6).

Type locality: “Lake Nyassa”.

Distribution: Tanzania, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kitesa Forest, near Lake Malawi (1 700 to 1 850 metres) (Kielland, 1990); Chivanje Estate, Tukuyu (750 metres) (Kielland, 1990).

Zimbabwe – Gwanda (Pringle et al., 1994); the Umwukwes (Pringle et al., 1994).
Alaena nyassa major Oberthür, 1888

Alaena major Oberthür, 1888.  Études d’Entomologie 12: 7 (1-8).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Zanguebar”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Usambaras (Kielland, 1990); Uluguru mountains; Nguu mountains (Kielland, 1990); Kanga Mt., Ulugurus (Kielland, 1990); Kimboza Forest, Ulugurus (Kielland, 1990); Mkomazi Game Reserve (Van Noort & Stone, Metamorphosis 11 (2): 77)).
Alaena nyassa marmorata Hawker-Smith, 1933

Alaena nyassa marmorata Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Stylops 2: 1 (1-12).
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Alaena nyassa marmorata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Kalambo Falls, Mbala, Zambia.  12:III:1974.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Alaena nyassa marmorata.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 36mm.  Miengwe, Zambia.  6:II:77.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “S.E. Congo: East Luvua Valley, Lake Mweru Dist., 4000-5000 feet”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Haut-Lomani, Lualaba), Zambia (Copperbelt to east and north-east).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Chisamba; Mumbwa; Miengwe; Kanona; Mbala (Heath et al., 2002).
Alaena oberthuri Aurivillius, 1899

Alaena oberthuri Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 256 (1-561).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “M’pala an der Westküste vom Tanganika”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south-east - Haut-Lomani).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Alaena ochracea Gifford, 1965

Alaena ochracea Gifford, 1965.  A list of the butterflies of Malawi 41 (151 pp.). Blantyre.

Type locality: Malawi: “Zomba”.

Distribution: Malawi (south - Shire Highlands).

Habitat: Fringes of submontane evergreen forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
ochracea Butler, 1894 (as var. of Alaena nyassae).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 659 (643-684).  Malawi: “Zomba”.
Alaena picata Sharpe, 1896

Alaena picata Sharpe, 1896.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 17: 126 (125-127).

Type locality: Kenya: “Between the coast and Teita, East Africa”.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi.

Certain individuals of the nominotypical subspecies approach the phenotype of subspecies interrupta (Ackery et al., 1995: 475).  Collins, cited by Larsen (1991: 156), believes there may be as many as five subspecies in Kenya viz. i – on the coast and in the Shimba Hills; ii – in the Kasigau area; iii – ssp. interrupta Hawker-Smith, 1933 in the Teita foot-hills; iv – Meru area on the north-eastern slopes of Mt Kenya; v – at Sultan Hamud.

Habitat: Rocky stream beds in forest and forest margins from 300 to 1 500 metres (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Occurs in very localized colonies, which may contain numerous individuals.  Unlike other members of the genus, males often fly high above the ground (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Possibly on tree lichens [Larsen, 1991: 156].
Alaena picata picata Sharpe, 1896

Alaena picata Sharpe, 1896.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 17: 126 (125-127).

Type locality: Kenya: “Between the coast and Teita, East Africa”.

Distribution: Kenya (south-east - including the coast), Tanzania (east)

Specific localities:

Kenya – Teita foot-hills (TL); Shimba Hills (Larsen, 1991); Kasigau area (Larsen, 1991); Meru area  on north-eastern slopes of Mount Kenya (Larsen, 1991); Sultan Hamud (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania - Uzungwa Rift (Kielland, 1990); Ukaguru Mts (Kielland, 1990); Uluguru Mts, including Kimboza Forest (Kielland, 1990); Nguru Mts (Kielland, 1990); Nguu Mts (Kielland, 1990); Usambara Mts (Kielland, 1990).
rollei Suffert, 1904 (as sp. of Alaena).  Insektenbörse 21: 134 (134).  Tanzania: “Tanga, Usambara”.
mulsa Thieme, 1904 (as sp. of Alaena).  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 49: 164 (164).  Tanzania: “Nguelo (Usambara)”.
connectens Talbot, 1935 (as ssp. of Alaena picata).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 69 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).  Kenya: “Wusi, about 16-20 miles west of Voi, open and hill country, about 4000 ft”.
Alaena picata interrupta Hawker-Smith, 1933

Alaena picata interrupta Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Stylops 2: 2 (1-12).

Type locality: Malawi: “Nyasaland: Mt. Mlanje”.

Distribution: Malawi (south – south-western slopes of Mt Mlanje).
Alaena reticulata Butler, 1896

Alaena reticulata Butler, 1896.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 18: 160 (159-163).
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Alaena reticulata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Ndola, Copper Belt, Zambia.  25/xi/1979.  A. Heath.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Alaena reticulata.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Female.  Ndola, Zambia.  21 February, 1976.  A. Heath.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Malawi: “Kasungu Mountain, 5400 feet alt., Nyika”; “Mtambwi Hill, Deep Bay”.

Distribution: Tanzania (extreme south), Malawi, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Sitebi Mt. (Kielland, 1990); Ntakatta (Kielland, 1990); Sabaga (Kielland, 1990); Lugufu River in Mpanda District (Kielland, 1990); Ntumbi gorge near Chimala (Congdon teste Kielland, 1990).

Malawi – Kasungu Mountain, 5 400 ft, Nyika (TL); Mtambwi Hill, Deep Bay (TL).

Zambia – Nyika (Heath et al., 2002); Ndola (Heath et al., 2002); Serenje (Heath et al., 2002).

Habitat: Rocky, wooded hillsides and open montane grassland from 1 000 to 1 950 metres (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Alaena rosei Vane-Wright, 1980

Alaena rosei Vane-Wright, 1980 in d’Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 416 (593 pp.).  Melbourne.

Type locality: Angola: “10 miles east of Gabela”.

Distribution: Angola (known from near Gabela and in the vicinity of Sadabandeira). 

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Alaena subrubra Bethune-Baker, 1915

Alaena subrubra Bethune-Baker, 1915.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 16: 186 (186-203).

Type locality: Sudan: “Southern Sudan”.

Distribution: Sudan (south), Uganda (north), Central African Republic (Collins & Larsen, in Larsen, 1995a).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food:

Rhus species (Anacardiaceae) (Ackery et al., 1995: 475).  [Very doubtful].
Alaena unimaculosa Hawker-Smith, 1926

Alaena unimaculosa Hawker-Smith, 1926.  Revue Zoologique Africaine 14: 237 (237-241).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Sandoa, Belgian Congo”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba), Tanzania, Zambia.

Habitat: Ssp. auratiaca in Tanzania in rocky places in woodland and montane grassland, from 900 to 1950 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Occurs in very localised colonies (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Alaena unimaculosa unimaculosa Hawker-Smith, 1926

Alaena unimaculosa Hawker-Smith, 1926.  Revue Zoologique Africaine 14: 237 (237-241).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Sandoa, Belgian Congo”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba).
Alaena unimaculosa aurantiaca Butler, 1895

Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1895: 262 (250-270).  “Fwambo”.
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Alaena unimaculosa aurantiaca.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Ilundangulu, 27K. W. Tabora, Tanzania, 1300m.  6.12.96.  TCE/MH.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Alaena unimaculosa aurantiaca.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Ilundangulu, 27K. W. Tabora, Tanzania, 1300m.  6.12.96.  TCE/MH.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Tabora, dans l’Ounyanyambé (Afrique orientale)”.

Distribution: Tanzania (south-west – Tabora Region), Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mpanda (Kielland, 1990); Kigoma (Kielland, 1990); Ufipa (Kielland, 1990); Ilundangulu (ABRI).

Zambia – Mwinilunga; 100 km east of Solwezi; Kabompo River; Luanshya; Chingola; Chililabobwe; Mufulira; Bwingi Mfumu (Heath, et al., 2002).
Genus Ptelina Clench, 1965
In: Fox, et al., 1965.  Memoirs of the American Entomological Society No. 19: 277 (438 pp.).
Type-species: Pentila carnuta Hewitson, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing two species.

Ptelina carnuta (Hewitson, 1873)

Pentila carnuta Hewitson, 1873.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 125 (122-125).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Haut-Uele, Ituri, Tshopo, Equateur, Kinshasa, Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (very common at Kere Hill); Kikuru Forest; Munene Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Common name: Bordered buff.

Habitat: Forest, including secondary forest.

Habits: A common species that flutters around weakly in deep shade in the forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998).  It is less localized than other poritiines and also appears to be non-gregarious, being encountered here and there as singles or couples (Larsen, 2005a).  Both males and females feed, during the morning hours, at extrafloral nectaries of vine tendrils and bamboo (Callaghan, 1992).  Up to four individuals, together with other liptenines and ants, were noted at these nectaries (Callaghan, 1992).  Larsen (2005a) found specimens feeding from the extrafloral nectaries on shoots of plants belonging to the family Marantaceae.
Early stages:

Callaghan, 1992.


A female was observed ovipositing on leaf litter on the forest floor, five orange eggs being laid at about 15:30.  The eggs were collected but did not hatch.  The female (and other females collected subsequently) refused to lay eggs in captivity.
Larval food: Nothing published.
parva Kirby, 1887 (as sp. of Liptena).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 19: 362 (360-369).  Cameroon: “Cameroons”.  Treated as a synonym of P. carnuta (Hewitson, 1873) by Larsen, 2005a: 120.
kamitugensis Dufrane, 1945 (as sp. of Telipna).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 81: 114 (90-143).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kamituga”.
Ptelina subhyalina (Joicey & Talbot, 1921)

Telipna subhyalina Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 78 (40-166).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “N. Ituri Valley, E. of Epula River between Penghe and Irumu”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri, Equateur).

Known from only three specimens, the original type series of two females, and a single female from Ikela (Equateur) in the National Museum of Kenya.

Habitat: ?

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Possibly only an aberration of P. carnuta (Hewitson) (Ackery et al., 1995: 476).  Larsen (2005a) has inspected two specimens of this taxon in the ABRI collection and avers that P. subhyalina does appear to be a species distinct from P. carnuta.

Genus Pentila Westwood, 1851
In: Doubleday & Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 76 (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.).
Type-species: Tingra tropicalis Boisduval, by subsequent designation (Opinion 566, 1959.  Opinions and Declarations Rendered by the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 20: 377-389.).

= Tingra Boisduval, 1847.  In: Delegorgue, A., Voyage dans l’Afrique australe 2: 589 (585-602).   Type-species: Tingra tropicalis Boisduval, by monotypy. [Suppressed for the purposes of the Law of Priority, Opinion 566, 1959 (Opinions and Declarations Rendered by the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 20: 377-389).]

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 39 species.  The genus was revised by Stempffer & Bennett in 1961.  Most species are associated with specific ant-trees and populations are therefore localized; P. pauli appears to be an exception to this generalization (Larsen, 2005a).

Pentila abraxas (Westwood, 1851)

Liptena abraxas Westwood, 1851 in Doubleday and Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 77 [1851], 504 [1852] (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.

Type locality: Ghana: “Ashanti”.  [False locality].  The type was collected by the Wesleyan Mission, which was based in Ashanti.  Larsen (2005a), however, avers that the type specimen is most probably from Sierra Leone, a country that was collected in by the Mission.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast (west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Man (Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a); Mount Peko (Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a); Yeale (Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a); Bereby (Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a); Tai (Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Three-dot pentila.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Very scarce (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens fly slowly but high up (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
tripunctata Aurivillius, 1895 (as sp. of Pentila).  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 197 (195-220, 255-268).
Pentila maculata (Kirby, 1887)

Tingra maculata Kirby, 1887.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 19: 363 (360-369).

Pentila abraxas maculata (Kirby, 1887).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Pentila maculata (Kirby, 1887).  Larsen, 2005a: 124, stat. rev.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: Multi-spot pentila.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An uncommon species that may sometimes be found in communal roosts of up to 15 individuals (Larsen, 2005a).  Mostly they fly high up, circling around tree trunks (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila maculata maculata (Kirby, 1887)

Tingra maculata Kirby, 1887.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 19: 363 (360-369).

Pentila abraxas maculata (Kirby, 1887).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Pentila maculata (Kirby, 1887).  Larsen, 2005a: 124.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria (from Lagos to the Cross River loop), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Edea.

yaunda Karsch, 1895 (as sp. of Pentila).  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 292 (289-322).  Cameroon: “Yaúunde-Station”.
hedwiga Suffert, 1904 (as sp. of Pentila).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 43 (12-107).  Cameroon: “Bipindi, Süd-Camerun”.
telesippe Grünberg, 1910 (as sp. of Pentila).  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1910: 473 (469-480).  Cameroon: “Kribi, S. Kamerun”; Equatorial Guinea: “Makomo, Span. Guinea”.
elpinice Grünberg, 1910 (as sp. of Pentila).  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1910: 474 (469-480).  Cameroon: “Kribi, S. Kamerun”.
Pentila maculata pardalena Druce, 1910

Pentila pardalena Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 357 (356-378).

Pentila abraxas pardalena Druce, 1910.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Pentila maculata pardalena Druce, 1910.  Larsen, 2005a: 124

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja river, Cameroons, 2000 ft”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Island of Bioko, Mbini), Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mayumbe, Haut-Uele, Tshopo).

affixa Schultze, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923 (as ab. of Pentila abraxas).   Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1157 (1113-1242).  Cameroon: “Süd-Kamerun: Malén”; Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando Po: San Carlos”.
Pentila maculata subochracea Hawker-Smith, 1933

Pentila subochracea Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Stylops 2: 4 (1-12).

Pentila abraxas subochracea Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Pentila maculata subochracea Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Larsen, 2005a: 124

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo: Upper Kasai District”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Sankuru, Tshopo, Bas-Uele, West Kivu).

Note: Larsen (2005a) believes that subochracea is possibly a distinct species.
Pentila alba Dewitz, 1886

Pentila alba Dewitz, 1886: 428.  [No reference in Ackery, 1995 for 1886.]

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mukenge”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Haut-Uele, North Kivu, Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest, especially Kere Hill (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Seldom flies high above the ground (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Flight period: Recorded in December and January (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila amenaida Hewitson, 1873

Pentila amenaida Hewitson, 1873 in Hewitson, 1872-7.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 5: 85 (127 pp.). London.

Type locality: Angola: “Angola”.

Distribution: Angola.


Misattributed to the Madagascar fauna (Stempffer, 1954).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila amenaidoides (Holland, 1893)

Tingra amenaidoides Holland, 1893.  Entomological News 4: 23 (22-28).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon; Kangwé”.

Distribution: Cameroon (south), Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (north - Paulis).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila auga Karsch, 1895

Pentila auga Karsch, 1895.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 293 (289-322).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Yaúnde-Station”.

Distribution: Cameroon (south).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila bennetti Collins & Larsen, 2003

Pentila bennetti Collins & Larsen, 2003.  Metamorphosis 14 (3): 68 (63-110).
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Pentila bennetti.  Male, Guinea.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Pentila bennetti.  Female, Guinea.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Guinea: “Conakry, Dubreka, ix.1999”.  Holotype (male) in the African Butterfly Collection, Nairobi; genitalia SCC 468.

Distribution: Guinea.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Dubreka near Conakry (TL); Labe area of the Fouta Djalon (H. Warren-Gash teste Collins, et al., 2003).

Habitat: Forest (Collins et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila bitje Druce, 1910

Pentila bitje Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 358 (356-378).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja river, Cameroons, 2000 ft”.

Distribution: Cameroon (south), Congo, Equatorial Guinea.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila camerunica Stempffer & Bennett, 1961

Pentila camerunica Stempffer & Bennett, 1961.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 23: 1196 (1098-1211).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroun anglais, Mamfe”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south), Cameroon (south).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – near Ikom in the Cross River loop (Larsen, 2005a); Old Ekuri in the Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Mamfe (TL).

Common name: Cameroon cream pentila.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila carcassoni Stempffer & Bennett, 1961

Pentila carcassoni Stempffer & Bennett, 1961.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 23: 1167 (1098-1211).

Type locality: Malawi: “Nord Nyassaland, Mkuwazi, Forest Reserve au bord du lac Nyassa entre Nkata Bay”.

Distribution: Malawi (north).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila christina Suffert, 1904

Pentila christina Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 45 (12-107).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bipinde, Süd-Camerun”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri, North Kivu).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila cloetensi Aurivillius, 1898

Pentila cloetensi Aurivillius, 1898.  EntomologiskTidskrift 18: 214 (213-222).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congogebiet: Beni Bendi am Sankuru Fluss”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Often flies high up, but weakly, in dark parts of the forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Flight period: November and December (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila cloetensi cloetensi Aurivillius, 1898

Pentila cloetensi Aurivillius, 1898.  EntomologiskTidskrift 18: 214 (213-222).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congogebiet: Beni Bendi am Sankuru Fluss”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Bas-Uele, Equateur, Kasai, Sankuru, Lualaba).
elfrieda Suffert, 1904 (as sp. of Pentila).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 46 (12-107).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mukenge, Central-Africa (6S.B. 22 O.L. von Greewich)”.
Pentila cloetensi albida Hawker-Smith, 1933

Pentila aspasia albida Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Stylops 2: 4 (1-12).

Type locality: Uganda: “Daro Forest, Toro, 4000-4500 feet”.

Diagnosis: As the subspecific name suggests, it is paler than the other subspecies (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Distribution: Uganda (forested areas, except the Bwamba Valley), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
elfriedana Strand, 1918 (as ab. of Pentila cloetensi).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 12: 101 (101-104).  Uganda: “Tale”.
Pentila cloetensi aspasia Grünberg, 1910

Pentila aspasia Grünberg, 1910.  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1910: 474 (146-181).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Alcu, Span. Guinea”.

Distribution: Cameroon (south), Gabon, Congo, Equatorial Guinea.
Pentila cloetensi catauga Rebel, 1914

Pentila catauga Rebel, 1914.  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 263 (219-294).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Beni und Ukaika”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Haut-Uele, Ituri, North Kivu), Uganda (west - Bwamba Valley).
congoensis Joicey and Talbot, 1921 (as ssp. of Pentila auga).  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 81 (40-166).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Itoa River, Ituri Forest”.
ueleensis Stempffer and Bennett, 1961 (as ssp. of Pentila cloetensi).  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 23: 1190 (1098-1211).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo ex-belge, Uele, Paulis”.
Pentila cloetensi latefasciata Stempffer & Bennett, 1961

Pentila cloetensi latefasciata Stempffer & Bennett, 1961.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 23: 1188 (1098-1211).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo ex-belge, Kivu: Kabunga, Kamituga.- Maniéma: Kindu”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (North Kivu, Maniema).
latefascia Dufrane, 1953 (as ab. of Pentila cloetensi).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 89: 47 (41-57).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kabunga”.
Pentila cloetensi lucayensis Schultze, 1923

Pentila lucayensis Schultze, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1158 (1113-1242).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Belg. Kongo: Kimuenza”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kinshasa).
Pentila condamini Stempffer, 1963

Pentila condamini Stempffer, 1963.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 25: 954 (954-964).

Type locality: Senegal: “Basse Casamance: forêt clasée de Santiaba Mandjak”.

Distribution: Senegal, Sierra Leone, Liberia, ?Ivory Coast (west).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (TL).

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Ganta (Clench, 1965).

?Ivory Coast – Gagnoa (Stempffer, 1969) [identity of this specimen uncertain according to Larsen (2005a)].

Common name: Condamin’s red pentila.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila fallax Bethune-Baker, 1915

Pentila fallax Bethune-Baker, 1915.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 16: 187 (186-203).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Cameroons”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo.

Recorded from Nigeria by Cornes (1969) but Larsen (2005a) avers that this is a probable misidentification for P. pseudorotha.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila fidonioides Schultze, 1923

Pentila fidonioides Schultze, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1155 (1113-1242).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Süd-Kamerun: M’batschongo; Adjela”.

Distribution: Cameroon (south).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila glagoessa (Holland, 1893)

Tingra glagoessa Holland, 1893.  Entomological News 4: 22 (22-28).

Type locality: Gabon: “Talaguga, Upper Valley of the Ogove”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east and south), Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Haut-Uele, Tshopo, Equateur, Sankuru), Uganda.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Butatong in Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Mkpot 1 in the Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Immaculate cream pentila.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This species is scarce in Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is weak and on the wing it resembles many of the day-flying cream moths (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila hewitsoni (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1887)

Tingra hewitsoni Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1887 in Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1887-92.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 1: 3 (183 pp.). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: [“Old Calabar”].

Distribution: Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: Hewitson’s cream pentila.

Habitat: Deep forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Scarce in the western parts of its range but commoner in Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).  They are often encountered in groups of threes or fours, slowly circling each other without much apparent movement of their wings.  They usually fly from four to five metres above the ground, under closed forest canopy (Larsen, 2005a).  Small aggregations are readily seen on Marantochloa tendrils, feeding from extra-floral nectaries (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
laura Kirby, 1890 (as sp. of Tingra).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 267 (261-274).  Nigeria: “Lagos”.
Pentila hewitsoni hewitsoni (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1887)

Tingra hewitsoni Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1887 in Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1887-92.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 1: 3 (183 pp.). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: [“Old Calabar”].

Distribution: Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a).

Pentila hewitsoni limbata (Holland, 1893)

Tingra limbata Holland, 1893.  Entomological News 4: 23 (22-28).

Synonym of Pentila hewitsoni (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1887).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Pentila hewitsoni limbata (Holland, 1893).  Larsen, 2005a: 125.

Type locality: Gabon: “Kangwé, Ogové Valley”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala).

Specific localities:

Pentila inconspicua Druce, 1910

Pentila inconspicua Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 357 (356-378).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Upper Kasai district, Congo Free State”.

Diagnosis: Similar to P. tropicalis but smaller and is allopatric with respect to the former (Larsen, 1991).
Distribution: Cameroon (south), Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Haut-Uele, Ituri, North Kivu, Tshopo, Equateur, Kinshasa, Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west – Kigoma and bordering areas of Mpanda).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Upper Kasai district (TL).

Kenya – Kakamega (Larsen, 1991); near Kisii (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Common name: Inconspicuous pentila.

Habitat: Primary forest.  In Tanzania from the level of Lake Tanganyika (780 metres) to 1 500 metres (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Fairly common in heavy evergreen forest.  Settles on dry twigs (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila landbecki Stempffer & Bennett, 1961

Pentila landbecki Stempffer & Bennett, 1961.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 23: 1165 (1098-1211).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo ex-belge, Upper Kasai district (probablement Haut Lomani)”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Sankuru, Lulua).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila mesia Hulstaert, 1924

Pentila mesia Hulstaert, 1924.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 115 (112-122, 173-194).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje Riv. Dja, Kamerun”.

Distribution: Cameroon.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila nero (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1894)

Tingra nero Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1894 in Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1892-7.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 2: 119 (261 pp.). London.

Type locality: Congo: “Kuilu”.

Distribution: Congo, Cameroon?

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
bertha Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1894 in Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1892-7 (as sp. of Tingra).  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 2: 120 (261 pp.). London.  Congo: “Kuilu”.
Pentila nigeriana Stempffer & Bennett, 1961

Pentila nigeriana Stempffer & Bennett, 1961.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 23: 1158 (1098-1211).
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Pentila nigeriana.  Male, Nigeria.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Ogoja, Afikpo”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Afikpo (TL); Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Gashaka-Gumpti (Larsen, 2005a); Cross River loop (Larsen, 2005a); Kagoro Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Nigerian red pentila.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A rather uncommon species, whose behaviour is similar to the much commoner, sympatric P. petreia (Larsen, 2005a).  Adults of both sexes feed from extrafloral nectaries on bamboo and vines between 10:00 and 12:00 (Callaghan, 1992).  Males perch around the trunks of prominent trees on the edge of small clearings in the forest between 11:00 and 13:30.  They circle these trees with a slow, fluttering flight at a height of 4 to 5 metres, before alighting on a nearby dry branch.  Upon alighting they flex their wings a few times before folding them over the back (Callaghan, 1992).  A female was observed to lay eggs singly on dried branches near the forest floor at 13:40 (Callaghan, 1992).
Early stages:

Callaghan, 1992.


A female kept in a plastic bag laid many reddish-brown eggs on a lichen-covered stick in the bag.  The eggs did not hatch.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila occidentalium Aurivillius, 1899

Pentila occidentalium Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 262 (1-561).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Kamerun”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon.

Common name: Unmarked red pentila.

Habitat: 

Habits: An uncommon butterfly, usually met with singly (Larsen, 2005a).  A female was observed ovipositing low down on the trunk of a tree with a diameter of 10 cm; there were no ants evident nearby (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila occidentalium occidentalium Aurivillius, 1899

Pentila occidentalium Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 262 (1-561).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Kamerun”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south), Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Cross River loop (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
immaculata Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Pentila occidentalum).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 46 (12-107).  Cameroon: “Victoria; Barombi-Station, Camerun”.
congoana Strand, 1918 (as ab. of Pentila occidentalum).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 12: 102 (101-104).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “345 km von Kindu”. [The status and type locality of this taxon remain doubtful, see Berger, 1981.]
Pentila occidentalium gabunica Stempffer & Bennett, 1961

Pentila occidentalium gabunica Stempffer & Bennett, 1961.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 23: 1157 (1098-1211).

Type locality: Gabon: “lac Azingo”.

Distribution: Equatorial Guinea, Gabon.
Pentila pauli Staudinger, 1888

Pentila pauli Staudinger, 1888 in Staudinger and Schatz, 1884-8.  Exotischer Schmetterlinge 1: 267 (333 pp.). Bayern.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Loko am Benuë-Niger”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin,  Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Sudan, Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola, Uganda, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, Zimbabwe.

Common name: Paul’s buff; Paul’s pentila; Spotted pentila.

Habitat: Generally associated with deciduous woodland and forest margins.  In Tanzania ssp. nyassana occurs at altitudes from 250 to 1 500 metres, and ssp. clarensis from 800 to 1 500 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: This species appears to be less tied to ant-trees and forest than are other species in the genus (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens flutter feebly in the shade, usually low down (Pringle et al., 1994).  Often settles on grass stems (Kielland, 1990).  Larsen (1991) records small groups of individuals clinging to the tips of elephant grass.

Flight period: Subspecies obsoleta has been recorded from December to March (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Paré, in Pringle et al., 1994: 128 [as Pentila pauli obsoleta].

"Paré reported that a female taken at Dichwe [Zimbabwe] laid a number of eggs, which he bred through on a piece of tree bark almost black with algal growth.  The larvae fed happily on the algae and produced good-sized adults".

Bampton, in Pringle et al., 1994: 128 [Malawi – ssp. nyassana].

"Bampton noted females in Malawi ovipositing on any algae-bearing surface, including grass, building bricks, rocks and trees".

Larval food:

Very dark, blue-green (black) algae (Cyanophyta) on tree trunks [Paré in Pringle et al., 1994: 128].

Note: Kielland (1990) states that there are genitalic differences between some of the subspecies.  Larsen (2005a) notes that there is partial distributional overlap between some of the subspecies, implying that valid species may exist within this complex.
Pentila pauli pauli Staudinger, 1888

Pentila pauli Staudinger, 1888 in Staudinger and Schatz, 1884-8.  Exotischer Schmetterlinge 1: 267 (333 pp.). Bayern.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Loko am Benuë-Niger”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a).
radiata Lathy, 1903 (as sp. of Pentila).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1903: 195 (183-206).  Nigeria: “Anambara Creek”.
multipunctata Lathy, 1903 (as sp. of Pentila).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1903: 195 (183-206).  Nigeria: “Anambara Creek”.
Pentila pauli abri Collins & Larsen, 2001 (manuscript name)

Pentila pauli abri Collins & Larsen, 2001.  Manuscript.

Type locality: 

Distribution: Senegal (south-east), Guinea (west).
Pentila pauli alberta Hulstaert, 1924

Pentila nyassana alberta Hulstaert, 1924.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 116 (112-122, 173-194).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Albertville”.

Distribution: Tanzania (west), Democratic Republic of Congo (Tanganika).

Note: Treated as a form of Pentila pauli elisabetha Hulstaert by Berger, 1981.

Pentila pauli benguellana Stempffer & Bennett, 1961

Pentila nyassana benguellana Stempffer and Bennett, 1961.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 23: 1116 (1098-1211).

Type locality: Angola: “rivière Calweha”.

Distribution: Angola (Benguella and Bihe districts).
Pentila pauli clarensis Neave, 1903

Pentila clarensis Neave, 1903.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 39: 136 (136-138).

Type locality: Uganda: “Toro”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania.

Distribution overlaps with Pentila pauli multiplagata Bethune-Baker (Ackery et al., 1995: 479).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Toro (TL).

Kenya – Kitosh (Larsen, 1991); South Kavirondo (Larsen, 1991); Mumias (Larsen, 1991); Nandi (Larsen, 1991); Nasisi Hills (Larsen, 1991); Broderick Falls (Larsen, 1991).
Tanzania – Mpanda (Kielland, 1990); Kigoma (Kielland, 1990); Bukoba (Kielland, 1990); ?Tukuyu (Kielland, 1990); Minziro Forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Pentila pauli dama (Suffert, 1904)

? Suffert, 1904.  ?
Type locality: Tanzania: ?

Distribution: Tanzania (southern coastal area).
Pentila pauli elisabetha Hulstaert, 1924

Pentila nyassana elisabetha Hulstaert, 1924.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 116 (112-122, 173-194).
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Pentila pauli elisabetha.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Ndola, Zambia.  18.3.73.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H284).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Elisabethville”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba, Sankuru, Kasai, Maniema), Zambia (north and west).
nigribasis Hulstaert, 1924 (as ab. of Pentila nyassana elisabetha).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 116 (112-122, 173-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Elisabethville”.
Pentila pauli leopardina Schultze, 1923

Pentila leopardina Schultze, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1154 (1113-1242).

Type locality: Congo: “Franz. Kongo: Nana (Ubangi-Gebiet)”.

Distribution: Cameroon (south), Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Cataractes, Kinshasa, Equateur, Tshuapa, Mongala).
Pentila pauli multiplagata Bethune-Baker, 1908

Pentila multiplagata Bethune-Baker, 1908.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1908: 111 (110-126).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Ituri, Tshopo, North Kivu), Sudan (south).
Pentila pauli nyassana Aurivillius, 1899

Pentila amenaida var. nyassana Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 261 (1-561).
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Pentila pauli nyassana.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Nkhata Bay, Malawi, 1800'.  12.6.78.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H285).

Type locality: Malawi: “Nyassaland”.

Distribution: Tanzania (most of the country, except in the north-east (Kielland, 1990)), Malawi, Zambia (east of the Luangwa Valley).
daina (?) Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Pentila amenaida).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 46 (12-107).  Tanzania: “Lindi-Massasi”.
amenaidana Strand, 1911 (as f. of Pentila amenaida).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 77: 193 (190-198). [Angola?]. [False locality?]
Pentila pauli obsoleta Hawker-Smith, 1933

Pentila nyassana obsoleta Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Stylops 2: 3 (1-12).
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Pentila pauli obsoleta.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Victoria Falls, S. Rhodesia.  21.7.47.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3751).

Type locality: “Victoria Falls, Zambezi”.

Distribution: Zimbabwe (Lomagundi district - southern bank of the Zambezi River to the Victoria Falls; also at Dichwe, near Chinhoyi), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Victoria Falls (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls (Bourke); Lomagundi district (Stevenson); Dichwe Farm, near Chinhoyi (Pringle, et al., 1994).
cataractae Stevenson, 1940 (as var. of Pentila nyassana obsoleta).  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 3: 101 (88-108).  “Victoria Falls”.
Pentila pauli ras Talbot, 1935

Pentila nyassana ras Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 70 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “S.W. Abyssinia, Pokodi, 1700 ft., 738'N., 3442'E.”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (south-west).
Pentila petreia Hewitson, 1874

Pentila petreia Hewitson, 1874.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 13: 382 (380-383).

Type locality: Ghana: “between Mansu and the River Prah”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia (central), Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Guma Valley, Freetown (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Danane area (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – between Mansu and the Prah Rvier, near Cape Coast (TL).

Common name: Common red pentila.

Habitat: Dense forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A fairly common butterfly, which becomes scarce in the west of its range (Larsen, 2005a).  Flies about slowly and is often encountered feeding from extrafloral nectaries (Larsen, 2005a).  A female was noted ovipositing on tree roots at ground level (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
tripunctata Druce, 1888 (as sp. of Tingra).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 25: 109 (108-109).  Ghana: “Addah, W. Africa”.
Pentila petreoides Bethune-Baker, 1915

Pentila petreoides Bethune-Baker, 1915.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 16: 187 (186-203).

Type locality: Ghana: “Coomassie (Friapere Forest)”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Macenta (Larsen, 2005a); Diorodougou (Larsen, 2005a); Nzerekore (Larsen, 2005a); Seredou (Larsen, 2005a); Nimba (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Zorzor (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Yeale (Larsen, 2005a); Mount Tonkoui (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kumasi (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Western red pentila.

Habitat: Forests, usually in hilly country (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a scarce butterfly and nothing has been published concerning its habits (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila phidia Hewitson, 1874

Pentila phidia Hewitson, 1874.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 13: 383 (380-383).

Type locality: Ghana: “between Mansu and the River Prah”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast (central and east), Ghana, Togo.


Records from Sierra Leone are erroneous (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Tiassale (Larsen, 2005a); Dimbroko (Larsen, 2005a); Bossematie (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – between Mansu and the River Prah, near Cape Coast (TL).

Common name: Ghana pentila.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An uncommon butterfly that usually flies low down, less than 1 m above ground level, and appears to be less gregarious than other species of the genus (Larsen, 2005a).  It is often found in more open situations than its congeners (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
nunu Karsch, 1893 (as sp. of Tingra).  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 38: 215 (1-266).  Togo: “Bismarckburg”.
Pentila picena Hewitson, 1874

Pentila picena Hewitson, 1874.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 13: 382 (380-383).

Type locality: Ghana: “between Mansu and the River Prah”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon? (Obudu area, Libert, 1992).

Larsen (2005a) believes that the Cameroon material may represent a distinct species.

Common name: Western cream pentila.

Habitat: Forest of various types (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is the commonest of the cream pentilas (Larsen, 2005a).  Usually met as singles, flying weakly about 1.5 m above the ground.  Up to five specimens have been found together, sucking fluid from an extrafloral nectary on a tendril (Larsen, 2005a).  Callaghan (1992) noted that they are avid feeders at bamboo nectaries, with up to six individuals on the same stem.
 Males use large tree trunks as reference points, flying around them before alighting on a nearby branch.  On landing the wings are flexed a couple of times (Callaghan, 1992).  On a number of occasions females have been seen to lay eggs singly on live trees and woody stems covered with green lichens and moss.  This took place between 13:20 and 15:00 (Callaghan, 1992).
Early stages:

Callaghan, 1992.


When first laid the eggs are white, becoming dark brown within a day.  A captive female laid numerous eggs on the inside of a glass jar.  No eggs, from the wild or from the captive female, hatched.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila picena picena Hewitson, 1874

Pentila picena Hewitson, 1874.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 13: 382 (380-383).

Type locality: Ghana: “between Mansu and the River Prah”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Nyangon (Larsen, 2005a); Tai N.P. (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kakum N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Note: Larsen (2005a) does not consider the subspecies valid, prefering to consider variation in the species as clinal.  He does not, however, formally sink the two described subspecies.
Pentila picena catori Bethune-Baker, 1906

Pentila catori Bethune-Baker, 1906.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 18: 339 (339-346).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Kabba Province, N. Nigeria”.

Distribution: Nigeria (central).  Known only from the type locality (Ackery, et al., 1995: 479).
Pentila picena cydaria (Grose-Smith, 1898)

Tingra cydaria Grose-Smith, 1898.  Novitates Zoologicae 5: 355 (350-358).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Warri”.

Distribution: Ghana, Nigeria (south and west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Iseyin (Larsen, 2005a).
Pentila preussi Staudinger, 1888

Pentila preussi Staudinger, 1888 in Staudinger and Schatz, 1884-8.  Exotischer Schmetterlinge 1: 267 (333 pp.). Bayern.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast.

Common name: Ochreous red pentila.

Habitat: Drier forests (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Scarce in Ivory Coast, but commoner in Guinea (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: At Dubreka, in Guinea, the nominate ssp. and ssp. fayei are sympatric (Larsen, 2005a).
Pentila preussi preussi Staudinger, 1888

Pentila preussi Staudinger, 1888 in Staudinger and Schatz, 1884-8.  Exotischer Schmetterlinge 1: 267 (333 pp.). Bayern.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a); Conakry (Larsen, 2005a); Dubreka (Larsen, 2005a).

paucipunctata Kirby, 1890 (as sp. of Pseuderesia).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 263 (261-274).  Cameroon: “Cameroons”. [The true position of this taxon is open to doubt (Ackery, et al., 1995: 480)].
lunaris Weymer, 1892 (as sp. of Tingra).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 53: 95 (79-125).  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.
Pentila preussi fayei Stempffer, 1963

Pentila preussi fayei Stempffer, 1963.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 25: 957 (954-964).

Type locality: Senegal: “forêt classée de Santiaba Mandjak”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea (coast).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (TL).

Guinea – Dubreka (Larsen, 2005a).
Pentila pseudorotha Stempffer & Bennett, 1961

Pentila pseudorotha Stempffer & Bennett, 1961.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 23: 1142 (1098-1211).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroun anglais, Mamfe”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okomu (Larsen, 2005a); Onitsha (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Cross River Loop (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Large-spotted red pentila.

Habitat: 

Habits: An uncommon species that is usually found sucking nectar from a tendril or roosting on a twig (Larsen, 2005a).  A half-dozen specimens were observed circling incessantly on a hill-top but there was uncertainty as to whether this constituted hilltopping behaviour (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila rogersi (Druce, 1907)

Telipna rogersi Druce, 1907.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1907: 78 (77-82).

Type locality: Kenya: “British E. Africa, Fourteen miles N.W. of Mombasa, Rabai”.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania.

Common name: Rogers’ pentila.

Habitat: Coastal forest (Larsen, 1991).  Lowland forest at almost sea level to 900 metres in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is very slow and weak and individuals keep to the shade, flying from two to three metres above the ground.  They often settle on bare twigs, often in little groups (Kielland, 1990; Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila rogersi rogersi (Druce, 1907)

Telipna rogersi Druce, 1907.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1907: 78 (77-82).

Type locality: Kenya: “British E. Africa, Fourteen miles N.W. of Mombasa, Rabai”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania (coast).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Rabai (TL); Shimba Hills (Larsen, 1991); Arabuko-Sokoke Forest (Larsen, 1991).
Pentila rogersi parapetreia Rebel, 1908

Pentila parapetreia Rebel, 1908.  Verhandlungen der Zoologisch-Botanischen Gesellschaft in Wien 58: 159 (155-160).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Uluguru-Bergen bei Zanzibar”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east – Uluguru and Usambara mountains).

derema Strand, 1911 (as var of Pentila parapetreia).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 77: 193 (190-198).  Tanzania: “Derema”.
Pentila rondo Kielland, 1990

Pentila rondo Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania 170 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Lindi, Rondo, 850 m., 10-IV-1986, J. Kielland”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.  Described from a series of six males and four females, all from the type locality.

Original description:

“Male.  Upperside somewhat like P. fallax from Cameroon and French Congo, but paler orange (fallax reddish-orange).  Differs from P. carcassoni from Malawi in the reduced f.w. orange patch, extending over half of spaces 1 and 2 and not reaching half-way into 3; the entire cell black; black basal dusting; h.w. somewhat like carcassoni and fallax, but marginal black band slightly wider; one black dor in cell.  Underside less irrorated than in carcassoni, perhaps slightly less heavily marked.  Female as the male, but reddish-orange area larger.  Length of f.w., male 16-17.2 mm; female 16.9-18.3 mm.  Male genitalia – Uncus four-pronged distally, with the two lateral lobes placed far behind the two central lobes.  (In P. carcassoni the uncus is three-pronged distally, and the lobes are placed beside each other at apex).  The process on the underside of the tegumen is single and curved (in carcassoni it is curved, but divided in two).”

Distribution: Tanzania (south-east - Rondo plateau, west of Lindi).

Habitat: Forest, at 800 to 850 metres (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Has a feeble, fluttering flight.  Settles on exposed twigs (Kielland, 1990).

Flight period: Type series recorded in February and April (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila rotha Hewitson, 1873

Pentila rotha Hewitson, 1873 in Hewitson, 1872-7.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 5: 85 (127 pp.). London.

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila rotha rotha Hewitson, 1873

Pentila rotha Hewitson, 1873 in Hewitson, 1872-7.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 5: 85 (127 pp.). London.

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Gabon, Congo.
Pentila rotha marianna Suffert, 1904

Pentila marianna Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 43 (12-107).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Barombi Station, Camerun, Bipindi, Süd-Camerun und Ebea”.

Distribution: Cameroon.
Pentila subfuscata Hawker-Smith, 1933

Pentila subfuscata Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Stylops 2: 3 (1-12).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Belgian Congo: Katanga; Upper Kasai District”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kasai, Lualaba).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila swynnertoni Stempffer & Bennett, 1961

Pentila tropicalis swynnertoni Stempffer & Bennett, 1961.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 23: 1112 (1098-1211).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Afrique orientale portugaise: Mont Selinda”.

Diagnosis: Darker orange, larger and more heavily marked than P. tropicalis (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Distribution: Mozambique, Zimbabwe.  Ackery, et al., 1995: 480, give South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal), based on Stevenson’s false locality (see below).

Specific localities:

Mozambique – Musapa River Forest (Pinhey).

Zimbabwe – Mount Selinda (Sheppard; TL).

Common name: Swynnerton’s buff.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Similar to those of P. tropicalis but often flies higher up in the forest canopy.  Occurs in discrete, widely spaced colonies in the Chirinda Forest on Mount Selinda (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: February is the only month recorded (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Algae (Cyanophyta) on trees [Pringle et al., 1994: 128].
swynnertoni Stevenson, 1940 (as f. of Pentila amenaida).  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 3: 101 (88-108).  South Africa: “Gungunyanabush”. [False locality].
Pentila tachyroides Dewitz, 1879

Pentila tachyroides Dewitz, 1879.  Nova Acta Academiae Caesarea Leopoldino-Carolinae Germanicum Naturae Curiosorum 4 (2): 201 (173-212).

Type locality: Angola?: “Guinea aus dem 10S.B., zwischen dem 17-22 O.L. Greenw.”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.


Recorded, in error, from Ivory Coast by Ackery et al., 1995 (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Mylothrid pentila.

Habitat: Forest of good quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Small assemblages of five to eight individuals may rest together on dry twigs (Larsen, 1991).  Flies high up, but  weakly, in dark parts of the forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998).  Larsen (2005a) states that it usually flies a couple of metres above the ground.
Flight period: November and December (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila tachyroides tachyroides Dewitz, 1879

Pentila tachyroides Dewitz, 1879.  Nova Acta Academiae Caesarea Leopoldino-Carolinae Germanicum Naturae Curiosorum 4 (2): 201 (173-212).

Type locality: Angola?: “Guinea aus dem 10S.B., zwischen dem 17-22 O.L. Greenw.”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Abakaliki (Larsen, 2005a); Cross River loop (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Kakamega Forest (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest, especially Kere Hill; Kikurur Forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
mylothrina Butler, 1888 (as sp. of Tingra).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1888: 67 (56-85).  Democratic Republic of Congo?: “Monbuttu”.
roidesta Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Pentila tochyroides [sic] ).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 47 (12-107).  Cameroon: “Johan Albrechthöhe. N. Camerun”.
Pentila tachyroides isiro Berger, 1981

Pentila tachyroides isiro Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 229 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kisangani (Stanleyville)”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Ituri, Kivu, Tshuapa, Equateur, Sankuru).

Note: If the type locality for T. mylothrina Butler, “Monbuttu”, is indeed in Democratic Republic of Congo, it would appear to be the oldest available name for this race (Ackery, et al., 1995: 480).  Larsen (2005a), however, doubts the validity of this subspecies but does not formally sink it.
Pentila torrida (Kirby, 1887)

Tingra torrida Kirby, 1887.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 19: 364 (360-369).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Bas-Fleuve).


Listed for Nigeria by Cornes (1969) but, according to Larsen (2005a), this is in error.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
lavinia Kirby, 1890 (as sp. of Tingra).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 267 (261-274).  Gabon: “Gaboon; Ogowe”.
Pentila tropicalis (Boisduval, 1847)

Tingra tropicalis Boisduval, 1847.  In: Delegorgue, A., Voyage dans l’Afrique australe 2: 589 (585-602).
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Pentila tropicalis tropicalis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  La Lucia, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, March 2000.  M.C. Williams.
Type locality: South Africa: “Baie de Port Natal”.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999).


Kielland (1990) gives Zambia but the species is not given in Heath et al. (2002).

Common name: Spotted buff; spotted pentila; tropical pentila.

Habitat: Forest and coastal bush (Pringle et al., 1994).  In Tanzania forests up to an altitude of 900 metres are inhabited (ssp. mombasae) (Kielland, 1990).  Subspecies fuscipunctata occurs in subtropical and riverine forest (Pringle et al., 1994).
Habits: The spotted buff is a slow flying species which often perches in small groups on twigs or grass stems.  It mostly flies under the forest canopy, in the shade (Pringle et al., 1994).  Large numbers of individuals have been recorded feeding from the nectaries of a species of Crotalaria (Fabaceae) in the Chyulu Hills in Kenya.  These nectaries were concurrently being utilized by ants, aphids and specimens of Ornipholidotos peucetia (Hewitson, 1866) (Larsen, 1991).

Flight period: November to April but commonest in November-December and March-April (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark & Dickson, 1971: 233, plate 109 [as Pentila tropicalis tropicalis; south of Umhlanga Rocks, KwaZulu-Natal].

"Egg:  0.6 mm diam. x 0.4 mm high.  Laid singly or in small clusters.  There are from 6-8 indentations round the sunken micropyle.  Below these there is a ring of 11-16 indentations, and two lower rings with 16-20 indentations, depending on the spacing above them.  The egg is finally of a brown colour.  Eggs are laid on tree roots, bark on the trunk or dead leaves.  They hatch after 12-21 days.  Larva:  1st instar 0.9 mm, growing to 2 mm.  The larva is light yellow on emerging from the egg and bears numerous, slender, finely barbed setae, many of which are extremely long laterally and at the ends of the body, especially at the posterior end.  The general arrangement of these setae and their exact position on segment 7 can be seen in the accompanying plate.  The setae are for the most part of a brownish colour or light golden-brown in the case of the finer ones.  Some of the setae on the head of the larva are fairly long.  The observations on the early stages of this species were confined to the egg and 1st instar larva.  When keeping females under observation, S. of Umhlanga Rocks, it has been noticed that these have chosen spots near the ground and amongst undergrowth and grass, when laying their eggs.  One specimen selected the exposed horizontal root of a tree and deposited eggs on the partially lichen-covered bark of this root.  After placing two females in a small closed cardboard box, three eggs were laid in this box.  Recorded from eggs from S. of Umhlanga Rocks, Natal."

Larval food:

Tree lichen (Lichenes) [Clark & Dickson, 1971: 233].

Algae (Cyanophyta) on trees [Pringle et al., 1994: 127].
Pentila tropicalis tropicalis (Boisduval, 1847)

Tingra tropicalis Boisduval, 1847.  In: Delegorgue, A., Voyage dans l’Afrique australe 2: 589 (585-602).
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Pentila tropicalis tropicalis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  La Lucia, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, March 2000.  M.C. Williams.
Type locality: South Africa: “Baie de Port Natal”.

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal - coast), Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Isipingo (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953).
Pentila tropicalis chyulu van Someren, 1939

Pentila amenaida chyulu van Someren, 1939.  Journal of the East Africa and Uganda Natural History Society 14: 145 (130-151).

Type locality: Kenya: “Chyulu Range”.

Distribution: Kenya (south-east – Chyulu Hills).
Pentila tropicalis fuscipunctata Henning & Henning, 1994

Pentila tropicalis fuscipunctata Henning & Henning, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds].   Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 127 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.

Type locality: South Africa: “Tchatchingo Potholes, near Thohoyandou, Venda, 16 Apr. 1988, G.A. Henning.”  Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Diagnosis: Male forewing upperside with apical patch and submarginal black spots much larger than in the nominate subspecies; discal spots larger and striations along costa more extensive.  Hindwing with large, well-developed submarginal spots which may extend to the outer margin and a prominent discocellular spot; these markings are absent in nominate tropicalis.  Female forewing upperside with black apical patch which is absent in the nominate subspecies (Pringle et al., 1994).
Distribution: Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east), South Africa (Limpopo Province - north-east).

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Tchatchingo Potholes, near Thohoyandou (the Pringles; TL); Mpaphuli N.R..
Pentila tropicalis mombasae (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1889)

Tingra mombasae Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1889 in Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1887-92.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 1: 31 (183 pp.). London.

Type locality: Kenya: “Mombasa”.

Distribution: Kenya (coastal forest); Tanzania (coastal forest).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Mombasa (TL); Tana River (Larsen, 1991); lower Meru Forest (Larsen, 1991); Nyambeni Hills (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Pare Mts (Kielland, 1990); Usambara Mts (Kielland, 1990); Uluguru Mts. (Kielland, 1990); Pugu Hills (Kielland, 1990); Masagati Forest (Kielland, 1990); Rau Forest at Moshi (Cordeiro teste Kielland, 1990).

Note: The populations in the Ngezi Forest on Pemba Island and those above the Usa River on Mount Meru may represent undescribed subspecies (Kielland, 1990: 170).
lasti Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1889 in Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1887-92 (as sp. of Tingra).  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 1: 31 (183 pp.). London.  Kenya: “Mombasa”.
sigiensis Strand, 1910 (as ab. of Pentila mombassae).  Societas Entomologica 25: 6 (5-6).  Tanzania: “Sigi”.
Pentila umangiana Aurivillius, 1898

Pentila umangiana Aurivillius, 1898.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 19: 181 (177-186).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congogebiet: Umangi”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, to Sudan, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia.

Habitat: Forest.  Subspecies mpanda occurs at altitudes between 1 100 and 1 400 metres (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pentila umangiana umangiana Aurivillius, 1898

Pentila umangiana Aurivillius, 1898.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 19: 181 (177-186).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congogebiet: Umangi”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Mayumbe, Mongala, Bas-Uele, Tshopo, Ituri, Tshuapa, Equateur, Sankuru).
Pentila umangiana connectens Hulstaert, 1924

Pentila petreia connectens Hulstaert, 1924.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 115 (112-122, 173-194).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kwesi à Kilo”.

Distribution: Sudan (south), Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo (south-eastern Ituri), Tanzania (north-west – Bukoba Region).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Pentila umangiana fontainei Stempffer & Bennett, 1961

Pentila umangiana fontainei Stempffer & Bennett, 1961.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 23: 1153 (1098-1211).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo ex-belge, Uele; Paulis”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Haut-Uele).
Pentila umangiana meridionalis Berger, 1981

Pentila umangiana meridionalis Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 229 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.
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Pentila umangiana meridionalis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Zambezi Bridge, Ikelenge, Zambia.  24 March, 1981.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

[image: image37.jpg]


[image: image38.jpg]



Pentila umangiana meridionalis.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 36mm.  Female.  Zambezi Bridge, Ikelenge, Zambia.  18.XII.1983.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lualaba: Kapanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba, Lualaba), Zambia (Mwinilunga District).
Pentila umangiana mpanda Congdon, Kielland & Collins, 1998

Pentila umangiana mpanda Congdon, Kielland & Collins, 1998.  Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 58 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mpanda, Lugufu, 6.iv.1980, J Kielland.”  Place of deposition of holotype not specified.

Diagnosis: Similar to P. inconspicua but it has more rounded wings and the genitalia are diagnostic.  Differs from ssp. connectens in being larger and in the more heavily marked upperside in the male (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Distribution: Tanzania (Mpanda district).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Lugufu River (Kielland, 1990); Mishamu (Kielland, 1990).
Pentila umangiana prodita Schultze, 1923

Pentila prodita Schultze, 1923 in Schultze and  Aurivillius, 1923.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1156 (1113-1242).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Süd-Kamerun: Likunda (Sanga); Likilemba (Sanga); Molundu; N’ginda; Kumilla; Yukoduma; Momos; Assobam-Urwald; Lomie; Kungulu-Urwald; Kulembembe”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo.
Pentila umbra Holland, 1892

Pentila umbra Holland, 1892.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 10: 285 (284-294).

Type locality: Gabon: “Upper valley of the Ogové (or Ogowé)”.

Distribution: Gabon.  Known only from the type specimen.  Probably a form of Pentila rotha Hewitson (Ackery, et al., 1995: 481).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Liptenara Bethune-Baker, 1915
Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 16: 186 (186-203).
Type-species: Liptenara batesi Bethune-Baker, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing three species.

Liptenara batesi Bethune-Baker, 1915

Liptenara batesi Bethune-Baker, 1915.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 16: 187 (186-203).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Cameroons”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Equateur, Tshuapa, Tshopo).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Liptenara hiendlmayri (Dewitz, 1887)

Pentila hiendlmayri Dewitz, 1887.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift 30: 429 (427-430).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mukenge”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Lulua, Sankuru), Uganda (west - Bwamba and Budongo forests).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Liptenara schoutedeni (Hawker-Smith, 1926)

Pentila schoutedeni Hawker-Smith, 1926.  Revue Zoologique Africaine 14: 238 (237-241).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Sandoa; Kayombo”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south-east - Lualaba).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Telipna Aurivillius, 1895
Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 198 (195-220, 255-268).
Type-species: Liptena acraea Westwood, [1851] by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 28 species.  The genus was revised by Jackson in 1969 and, more recently, by Libert in 2005.

Species of this genus inhabit dense forest, and many species are scarce, with restricted distributions.    They are mimics or co-mimics of the geometrid genus Aletis, as well as related genera of this moth family.  All species fly low down, rarely more than a metre above the ground, and therefore inhabit forest with little understorey (Larsen, 2005a).  They spend long periods sitting on the ends of twigs or feeding from extrafloral nectaries on Marantaceae.  The flight is slow and usually not sustained.  The larvae are usually black with dense hairs.  They feed on algae on tree trunks and appear not to be associated with ants (Jackson, 1969).
T. acraea group

T. acraea subgroup

Telipna acraea (Westwood, [1851])

Liptena acraea Westwood, 1851 in Doubleday and Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 77 [1851], 504 [1852] (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.

Type locality: Ghana: “Ashanti”.  Holotype female in N.H.M., London.  Neallotype: male, Likpe, Ghana, 1 II 1963 (Th. Maessen); M.H.N.H., Paris (Libert, 2005).

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: Common telipna.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Not uncommon, and well spread within blocks of forest (Larsen, 2005a).  Ones or twos are often seen perched on twig ends or at extrafloral nectaries.  They seem to be reluctant to fly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.

Telipna acraea acraea (Westwood, [1851])

Liptena acraea Westwood, 1851 in Doubleday and Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 77 [1851], 504 [1852] (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.

Type locality: Ghana: “Ashanti”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Banta (Libert, 2005); Moyamba (Libert, 2005).

Liberia – Ganta (Libert, 2005); Wanau (Libert, 2005).

Ivory Coast – Numerous localities (Libert, 2005); Mount Tonkoui (Libert, 2005).

Ghana – Numerous localities (Libert, 2005); Ashanti (TL)

Togo – Badou (Libert, 2005).

Nigeria – Lagos (Libert, 2005); Calabar (Libert, 2005); Mkpot (Libert, 2005); Ikom (Libert, 2005); Obudu (Libert, 2005).
Cameroon – Mamfe (Libert, 2005).
bimacula Plötz, 1880.  nomen dubium.  Libert (2005: 16).

echo Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1890 in Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1887-92 (as sp. of Liptena).  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 1: 40 (183 pp.). London.  Ghana: “Gold Coast”.  Type in Z.M.H.U., Berlin.
conjuncta Jackson, 1969 (as ssp. of Liptena acraea).  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 23: 5 (1-23).  Nigeria: “Benin Prov., Ubiaja”.  Type in N.H.M., London.  Synonymized with T. acraea avraea by Libert (2005: 16}.
Telipna acraea fervida (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1890)

Liptena fervida Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1890.  in Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1887-92 (as sp. of Liptena).  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 3: 39 (183 pp.).
Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.  Lectotype: male, Kamer. int. (Preuss); Z.M.H.U., Berlin (Libert, 2005).
Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban (Libert, 2005).

Cameroon – Numerous localities (Libert, 2005).
Telipna acraea nigrita Talbot, 1935

Telipna acraea bimacula f. fem. nigrita Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 70 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).
Telipna acraea nigrita Jackson, 1969.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 23: 5 (1-23).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Haut Congo, Basankusu, Bondanganga, 9 IV 1928 (G. Vinall)”.  Holotype female and neallotype male in O.U.M.N.H., Oxford. 

Distribution: Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Central African Republic – Bangui (Libert, 2005); Moloukou (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Basankusu (TL); Bokote (Libert, 2005); Boende (Libert, 2005); Molegbwe (Libert, 2005); Kapelekese (Libert, 2005); Lubi (Libert, 2005); Luebo (Libert, 2005); Miaou (Libert, 2005); Kasai (Libert, 2005); Mbandaka (Libert, 2005); Katako-Kombe (Libert, 2005); Tshioli (Libert, 2005); Kapanga (Libert, 2005); Luiza (Libert, 2005); Kafakumba (Libert, 2005).
zairiensis Berger, 1981 (as ssp. of Telipna acraea).  Les Papillons du Zaire 223 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Luali (Mayumbe)”.  Types in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.  Synonymized with T. acraea nigrita by Libert (2005: 19).
Telipna sulpitia Hulstaert, 1924

Telipna sulpitia Hulstaert, 1924.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaines 12: 114 (112-122, 173-194).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Haut-Uele: Madyu, 29 III 1919 (L. Burgeon)”.  Holotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren.  Neallotype: male, Tembura, S. Sudan, XII 1922 (Janson); N.H.M., London (Jackson, 1969).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east), Sudan (south), Uganda (north-west).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Madyu (TL); Yebo Moto (Libert, 2005).

Sudan – Aza for.-Amadi (Libert, 2005); Tembura (Libert, 2005); Yambio (Libert, 2005).

Uganda – Masindi (Libert, 2005); Murchinson Falls (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Telipna aurivillii Rebel, 1914

Telipna aurivillii Rebel, 1914.  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 262 (219-294).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mawambi”.  Lectotype: male, Mawambi-Ukaika, Zaire, XI-XII 1910 (Grauer); Naturhistorisches Museum, Vienne [Vienna].  Paralectotype: female, Urwald bei Mawambi, Zaire, XI 1910 (Grauer); Naturhistorisches Museum, Vienne [Vienna] (Libert, 2005).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Telipna aurivillii aurivillii Rebel, 1914

Telipna aurivillii Rebel, 1914.  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 262 (219-294).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mawambi”.

Distribution: Zaire (north-east).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Mawambi (TL); Medje (Holland, 1920); Semliki (Libert, 2005); Mount Hoyo (Libert, 2005); Kisangani (Libert, 2005).
rothioides Holland, 1920 (as sp. of Telipna).  Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History 43: 214 (109-369).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Medje”.  Type in A.M.N.H., New York.
Telipna aurivillii jefferyi Jackson, 1969

Telipna aurivillii jefferyi Jackson, 1969.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 23: 9 (1-23).

Type locality: Uganda: “Budongo Forest, IX 1934 (T.H.E. Jackson)”.  Holotype male and allotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Uganda (west).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Budongo Forest (TL); Bwamba (Toro) (Libert, 2005); Kalinzu (Libert, 2005).
Telipna semirufa (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1889)

Liptena semirufa Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1889 in Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1887-92.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 1: 33 (183 pp.). London.
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Telipna semirufa semirufa.  Male, Ghana.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
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Telipna semirufa semirufa.  Female, Ghana.  Upperside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Ghana: “Gold Coast”.  Holotype male in N.H.M., London.  Neallotype: female, Likpe Mate, Ghana, 10 VII 1969 (T. Maessen); M.H.N.H., Paris (Libert, 2005).

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo.

Common name: Western telipna.

Habitat: 

Habits: Quite common and often sympatric with T. acraea (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Telipna semirufa semirufa (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1889)

Liptena semirufa Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1889 in Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1887-92.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 1: 33 (183 pp.). London.
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Telipna semirufa semirufa.  Male, Ghana.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
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Telipna semirufa semirufa.  Female, Ghana.  Upperside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Ghana: “Gold Coast”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Abengourou (Libert, 2005).

Ghana – Likpe (TL); Wli Falls (Larsen, 2005a); Tano Ofin (Larsen, 2005a); Draw River (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Libert, 2005).

Togo – Badou (Libert, 2005); Kloto (Libert, 2005); Kouma (Libert, 2005); Kpalime (Libert, 2005); Misahohe (Libert, 2005).

maesseni Stempffer, 1970 (as sp. of Telipna).  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 32: 767 (767-772).  Type locality: Ghana: “Likpe Mate”.  Types in M.H.N.H., Paris.  Synonymized with T. semirufa by Libert (2005: 25).
Telipna semirufa ivoiriensis Libert, 2005

Telipna semirufa ivoiriensis Libert, 2005.  Revision du genre Telipna Aurivillius (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi, Kenya and Lambillionea, Tervuren, Belgium: 26 (pp 1-73).
Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Issia, VIII 1966 (T.H.E. Jackson)”.  Holotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Ziela, Nimba (Libert, 2005).
Sierra Leone – Mabang (Libert, 2005).
Liberia – Bahn (Libert, 2005); Kpain (Libert, 2005).

Ivory Coast – Issia (TL); Alepe (Libert, 2005); Banco (Libert, 2005); Bayota (Libert, 2005); Bereby (Libert, 2005); Danane (Libert, 2005); Tai (Libert, 2005); Tiassale (Libert, 2005).

Telipna rothi (Grose-Smith, 1898)

Liptena rothi Grose-Smith, 1898.  Novitates Zoologicae 5: 353 (350-358).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Warri, Niger Coast Protectorate, I 1896 (Dr. Roth)”.  Neallotype: female, Warri, Nigeria, V 1897 (Dr. Roth).  Holotype male and neallotype female in N.H.M., London (Libert, 2005).

Distribution: Nigeria.


Records from Ghana (Jackson, 1969) and Ivory Coast (Stempffer, 1969) are erroneous (Larsen, 2005a; Libert, 2005).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Warri (TL); Ikeja (Larsen, 2005a); Agege (Larsen, 2005a); Omo (Larsen, 2005a); Okomu (Larsen, 2005a); Lagos (Libert, 2005); Oni (Libert, 2005); Bassa Pr. (Libert, 2005); Ubiaja (Libert, 2005); Itu (Libert, 2005).

Common name: Roth’s telipna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: 

Habits: This Nigerian endemic is fairly common, where it occurs (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food:

Lichens (Ackery et al., 1995: 483).
T. albofasciata subgroup

Telipna albofasciata Aurivillius, 1910

Telipna bimacula var. albofasciata Aurivillius, 1910.  Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale (di Genova) Giacoma Doria (3) 4: 520 (494-530).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Punta Frailes; Basilé”.  Lectotype: male, Fernando Po, Equatorial Guinea.  Paralectotype: female, Fernando Po, Equatorial Guinea.  Lectotype and paralectotype in Musée de Gênes (Libert, 2005).

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Congo, Gabon, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Telipna albofasciata albofasciata Aurivillius, 1910

Telipna bimacula var. albofasciata Aurivillius, 1910.  Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale (di Genova) Giacoma Doria (3) 4: 520 (494-530).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Punta Frailes; Basilé”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south-east), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Congo, Gabon, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Ikom (Libert, 2005).
Cameroon – Mamfe (Libert, 2005); Maan (Libert, 2005); Campo (Libert, 2005); Yaounde (Libert, 2005).
Equatorial Guinea – Bioko (TL); Alen (Libert, 2005); Balengue (Libert, 2005); Manyani (Libert, 2005); San Benito (Libert, 2005).
Congo – Ouesso (Libert, 2005); Sembe (Libert, 2005); Odzala (Libert, 2005); Kelle (Libert, 2005); Etoumbi (Libert, 2005); Mambili (Libert, 2005); Mah (Libert, 2005); Ngundo (Libert, 2005).
Gabon – Abanga (Libert, 2005); Lake Azingo (Libert, 2005); Lake Asebbe (Libert, 2005); Fernan Vaz (Libert, 2005); Fougamou (Libert, 2005); Mimongo (Libert, 2005); Libreville (Libert, 2005); Nganmie (Libert, 2005); Ogowe (Libert, 2005); Bateke Reserve (Libert, 2005).
Angola – single female, no locality (Libert, 2005)
Central African Republic – Bangui (Libert, 2005); Mbaiki (Libert, 2005).
Democratic Republic of Congo – Lukolela (Libert, 2005); Mbandaka (Libert, 2005); Matadi (Libert, 2005); Stanley Pool (Libert, 2005); Dekese (Libert, 2005); Kisangani (Libert, 2005); Bokuma (Libert, 2005); Kapanga (Libert, 2005); Kangasi (Libert, 2005); Bambesa (Libert, 2005).

Telipna albofasciata laplumei Devos, 1917

Telipna acraeoides laplumei Devos, 1917.  Revue Zoologique Africaine 6: 62 (62-64).

Synonym of Telipna albofasciata Aurivillius, 1910.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Telipna albofasciata laplumei Devos, 1917.  Libert, 2005: 30, comb. nov.
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Api, 27 X 1908 (Laplume)”.  Neallotype: male, Lotti, Acholi Mts, S. Sudan, X 1939 (T.H.E. Jackson).  Holotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren and neallotype male in N.H.M., London. 

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north), Sudan (south).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Api (TL).

Sudan – Lotti (Libert, 2005); Laboni (Libert, 2005); Talodi (Libert, 2005).

lotti Jackson, 1969 (as sp. of Telipna).  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 23: 12 (1-23).  Type locality: Sudan: “S. Sudan:  Lotti Forest”.  Types in N.H.M., London.  Synonymized with T. albofasciata laplumei by Libert (2005: 30).
Telipna ja Bethune-Baker, 1926

Telipna ja Bethune-Baker, 1926.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 388 (384-402).
Type locality: Cameroon:  “Bitje, Ja River Cameroons”; Gabon: “Gaboon”.  Lectotype: male, Bitje, Ja River, 2000 ft (Bates); N.H.M., London. 

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Bitje (TL); Mount Ngoekele (Libert, 2005); Mount Oyem (Libert, 2005); Yaounde (Libert, 2005); Mbankomo (Libert, 2005); Bikoman (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Nkolmetet (Libert, 2005); Obout (Libert, 2005); Dja (Libert, 2005); Nyazanga (Libert, 2005); Mount Mengale (Libert, 2005); Djoum (Libert, 2005); Akoakim (Libert, 2005); Mbatschungo (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Etoumbi (Libert, 2005); Ouesso (Libert, 2005); Sembe-Souanke (Libert, 2005).

Common name: 

Habitat: 

Habits: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Telipna cameroonensis Jackson, 1969

Telipna cameroonensis Jackson, 1969.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 23: 11 (1-23).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Mamfe, VII 1965 (T.H.E. Jackson)”.  Allotype female, Mamfe, Cameroon, X 1956 (T.H.E. Jackson).  Holotype and allotype in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Nigeria (south-east), Cameroon (west), Congo, Gabon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills in the Cross River loop (Larsen, 2005a); near Obudu (Larsen, 2005a); Ndelebe-Calabar (Libert, 2005); Ikom (Libert, 2005).

Cameroon – Mamfe (TL); Korup (Lees, 1989); Yaounde (Libert, 2005); Maan (Libert, 2005); Moloundou (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Etoumbi (Libert, 2005); Souanke (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Lastourville (Libert, 2005).

Common name: Cameroon telipna.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Appears to be a rare species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Telipna cuypersi Libert, 2005

Telipna cuypersi Libert, 2005.  Revision du genre Telipna Aurivillius (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi, Kenya and Lambillionea, Tervuren, Belgium: 34 (pp 1-73).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kinshasa, 7 XI 2002 (F. Cuypers).  Holotype (female) and allotype (male) in M.R.A.C., Trevuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Congo (south), Democratic Republic of Congo (west), Angola (north).

Specific localities:

Congo – Kuilu (Libert, 2005); M’vouti (Libert, 2005); Mah (Libert, 2005); Ngo (Libert, 2005); Yaka-Yaka (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kinshasa (TL); Bombo Lumene (Libert, 2005); Luali (Libert, 2005); Mbata-Siala (Libert, 2005); Popokabaka (Libert, 2005).

Angola – Beu (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Telipna atrinervis Hulstaert, 1924

Telipna atrinervis Hulstaert, 1924.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaines 12: 114 (112-122, 173-194).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Kamerun, IX-XI 1911 (Bates-Rosenberg)”.  Holotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.  Neallotype: male, Bitje, Cameroon, (G.L. Bates); N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Congo, Gabon, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Bitje (TL); Yaounde (Libert, 2005); Kribi (Libert, 2005); Yokadouma (Libert, 2005); Moloundou (Libert, 2005).

Equatorial Guinea – Alen (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Etoumbi (Libert, 2005); Kelle (Libert, 2005); Odzala (Libert, 2005); Sembe (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Ipassa (Libert, 2005); Oyem (Libert, 2005).

Central African Republic – Bimon (Libert, 2005); Moloukou (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
venanigra Bethune-Baker, 1926 (as sp. of Telipna).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 387 (384-402).  Cameroon: “Bitje, Cameroons”.  Type in the N.H.M., London.
T. plagiata complex

Telipna plagiata Joicey & Talbot, 1921

Telipna plagiata Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 79 (40-166).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lower Batahu River, Semliki Valley, XII 1919 (T.A. Barns)”.  Neallotype: male, Beni, Ituri, III 1947 (T.H.E. Jackson).  Holotype female and neallotype male in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Lower Batahu River (Libert, 2005); Medje (Holland, 1920); Beni (Libert, 2005); Biakatu (Libert, 2005); Bucha (Libert, 2005); Itoa River (Libert, 2005); Lume (Libert, 2005); Makusa (Libert, 2005); Masau (Libert, 2005); Mawambi (Libert, 2005); Musenyeme (Libert, 2005); Teturi (Libert, 2005); Lowa Valley (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
medjensis Holland, 1920 (as sp. of Telipna).  Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History 43: 214 (109-369).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Medje”.  Type in the C.M.N.H., Pittsburgh.
Telipna villiersi Stempffer, 1965

Telipna villiersi Stempffer, 1965.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 27: 1450 (1449-1465).

Type locality: Congo: “République du Congo: Sibiti, XI 1963 (Villiers & Descarpentries)”.  Neallotype: Kelle, Congo, X 1963 (T.H.E. Jackson).  Holotype male in M.H.N.H., Paris and neallotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Congo, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (west).

Specific localities:

Congo – Sibiti (TL); Kelle (Jackson); Etoumbi (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Koungou (Libert, 2005); Langoue (Libert, 2005); Ipassa (Libert, 2005); Lambarene (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kimuenza (Libert, 2005); Kinshasa (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Telipna kayonza Jackson, 1969

Telipna kayonza Jackson, 1969.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 23: 14 (1-23).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kigezi, Kayonza, V 1954 (T.H.E. Jackson)”.  Allotype: female, Kigezi, Kayonza, VII 1952 (T.H.E. Jackson).  Holotype male and allotype female in the N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Uganda (south-west).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Kayonza (TL); Kalinzu (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Telipna centralis Libert, 2005

Telipna centralis Libert, 2005.  Revision du genre Telipna Aurivillius (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi, Kenya and Lambillionea, Tervuren, Belgium: 40 (pp 1-73).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lutahe, Sankuru, 17 III 1953 (Dr. M. Fontaine)”.  Allotype: female, Dekese, Kasai, XII 1959 (V. Allard).  Holotype male and allotype female in the M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Lutahe (TL); Dekese (Libert, 2005); Dingila (Libert, 2005); Bangupa (Libert, 2005); Pinjili (Libert, 2005); Basankusu (Libert, 2005); Ikela-Loila River (Libert, 2005)Mai Ndombe (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Telipna kaputui Libert, 2005

Telipna centralis Libert, 2005.  Revision du genre Telipna Aurivillius (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi, Kenya and Lambillionea, Tervuren, Belgium: 40 (pp 1-73).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kasungo, North Kivu, 2000 m, II 2004 (R. Ducarme)”.  Allotype: female, Kasungo, North Kivu, 2000 m, 22 I 2005 (R. Ducarme).  Holotype male in the M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium; allotype female in coll. R. Ducarme.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kasungo (TL); Matwa (Libert, 2005); Mount Mitumba (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
T. acraeoides group

Telipna acraeoides (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1890)

Liptena acraeoides Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1890 in Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1887-92.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 1: 39 (183 pp.). London.

Type locality: Angola:  “Angola”.  Neallotype:  female, N’Dalla Tando, 2700 ft, N Angola, 27 XII 1908 (Dr. Ansorge).  Holotype male and neallotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola (north-west).

Specific localities:

Congo – Yakayaka near Brazzaville (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Mbanza-Ngundo (Libert, 2005); Zongo (Libert, 2005); Kinshasa (Libert, 2005); Mbandaka (Libert, 2005); Kisangani (Libert, 2005).

Angola – N’Dalla Tando (Libert, 2005); Canhoca (Libert, 2005); Bolungo Alto (Libert, 2005); Cassualala (Libert, 2005); Ngara (Libert, 2005); Rio Cuvo (Libert, 2005); Seles (Libert, 2005); Zenza (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Telipna hollandi Joicey & Talbot, 1921

Telipna hollandi Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 80 (40-166).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Ituri Forest, N.W. Beni, I 1920 (T.A. Barns)”.  Neallotype: female, Beni, Ituri, 4000 ft, VIII 1946 (T.H.E. Jackson).  Holotype male and neallotype female in H.H.M., London.

Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Telipna hollandi hollandi Joicey & Talbot, 1921

Telipna hollandi Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 80 (40-166).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Ituri Forest, N.W. Beni”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Ituri Forest (TL); Beni (Libert, 2005); Biakatu (Libert, 2005); Bucha (Libert, 2005); Epulu (Libert, 2005); Mapimbi (Libert, 2005); Teturi (Libert, 2005).
Telipna hollandi exsuperia Hulstaert, 1924

Telipna exsuperia Hulstaert, 1924.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaines 12: 112 (112-122, 173-194).

Telipna hollandi exsuperia Hulstaert, 1924.  Libert, 2005: 43, n. stat.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Kamerun, XI 1909 (Bates)”.  Neallotype: female, Bitje, Cameroon (Bates-Rosenberg).  Holotype male and neallotype female in the M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Bitje (TL); Yaounde (Libert, 2005); Sangmelima (Libert, 2005); Djoum (Libert, 2005); Batouri (Libert, 2005); Maan (Libert, 2005).

Equatorial Guinea – Alen (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Koungou (Libert, 2005); Langoue (Libert, 2005); d’Ivindo (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Kelle (Jackson, 1969); Ketta (Libert, 2005); Odzala (Libert, 2005).

Central African Republic – Bangui (Libert, 2005); Bimon (Libert, 2005); Botambi (Libert, 2005); Boukoko (Libert, 2005); Moloukou (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Mbandaka (Libert, 2005); Basankusu (Libert, 2005); Katakoli (Libert, 2005); Katako-Kombe (Libert, 2005); Loila River (Libert, 2005).
kelle Jackson, 1969 (as sp. of Telipna).  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 23: 13 (1-23).  Congo: “Rép. du Congo: Moyen Congo, Kelle”.  Types in N.H.M., London.
Telipna ducarmei Libert, 2005

Telipna ducarmei Libert, 2005.  Revision du genre Telipna Aurivillius (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi, Kenya and Lambillionea, Tervuren, Belgium: 44 (pp 1-73).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kisangani, VII 1987 (R. Ducarme)”.  Allotype: female, Kisangani, 5 VIII 1990 (R. Ducarme).  Holotype male and allotype female in the M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kisangani (TL); Gazi (Libert, 2005); Omotumba (Libert, 2005); Komi (Libert, 2005); Katako-Kombe (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Telipna rufilla (Grose-Smith, 1901)

Liptena rufilla Grose-Smith, 1901 in Grose-Smith, 1897-1902.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 1: 133 (214 pp.). London.
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Telipna rufilla.  Male (holotype), upperside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Warri, Niger Coast Protectorate, II 1896 (Dr. Roth)”.  Holotype male in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Nigeria.

Known from only three males and a female (Libert, 2005).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Warri (TL); Umuhaia (Davey teste Libert, 2005).

Common name: Niger Delta telipna.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A rare species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
T. citrimaculata group

Telipna citrimaculata Schultze, 1916

Telipna citrimaculata Schultze, 1916.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 81 (A.12.): 141 (136-142).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Boënga (Südost-Kamerum)”.  Lectotype: male, Djah Gebiet, Cameroon (Schlechter); Z.M.H.U., Berlin.  Neallotype: female, Ouesso, Souanke, Congo, I 1960; M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Telipna citrimaculata citrimaculata Schultze, 1916

Telipna citrimaculata Schultze, 1916.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 81 (A.12.): 141 (136-142).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Boënga (Südost-Kamerum)”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo (north), Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Boenga (TL); Djah (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Ngelebock (Libert, 2005); Bitje (Libert, 2005); Moloundou (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Ouesso (Libert, 2005); Souanke (Libert, 2005).

Central African Republic – Bangui (Libert, 2005); Boukoko (Libert, 2005); Mbaiki (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Bafwaboli (Joicey & Talbot, 1921); Kuma (Libert, 2005); Lukololela (Libert, 2005); Mbandaka (Libert, 2005); Basankusu (Libert, 2005); Katako-Kombe (Libert, 2005); Kapanga (Libert, 2005); Kapelekese (Libert, 2005); Kafakumba (Libert, 2005); Kisangani (Libert, 2005); Kindu (Libert, 2005); Luiza (Libert, 2005); Sandoa (Libert, 2005).
angustifascia Joicey & Talbot, 1921 (as sp. of Telipna).  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 77 (40-166).  Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Dense forest near Bafwaboli, N. side of Tshopo Valley”.  Types in the N.H.M., London.
Telipna citrimaculata neavei Bethune-Baker, 1926

Telipna neavei Bethune-Baker, 1926.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 386 (384-402).

Type locality: Uganda: “Budongo Forest, Unyoro”.  Lectotype: female, Budongo Forest, Unyoro, 3400 ft, 11-15 XII 1911 (Neave).  Paralectotype: male, Budongo Forest, Unyoro, 3400 ft, 11-15 XII 1911 (Neave).  Lectotype and paralectotype in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Lowa Valley (Libert, 2005); Paulis (Libert, 2005); Mambasa (Libert, 2005); Beni (Libert, 2005); Mount Hoyo (Libert, 2005); Blukwa (Libert, 2005); PN Albert (Libert, 2005).

Uganda – Budongo Forest (TL); Bwamba (Libert, 2005); Kibale (Libert, 2005).
Telipna citrimaculata victoriae Libert, 2005

Telipna citrimaculata victoriae Libert, 2005.  Revision du genre Telipna Aurivillius (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi, Kenya and Lambillionea, Tervuren, Belgium: 50 (pp 1-73).
Type locality: Uganda: “Mpanga Forest, Mpigi, V 1957 (T.H.E. Jackson)”.  Allotype: male, Mpanga Forest, Mpigi, X 1959.  Holotype female and allotype male in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Uganda (south-east).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Mpanga Forest (TL); Kamengo (Libert, 2005); Entebbe (Libert, 2005); Kampala (Libert, 2005); Mabira (Libert, 2005); Mulange (Libert, 2005).
Telipna sheffieldi Bethune-Baker, 1926

Telipna sheffieldi Bethune-Baker, 1926.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 387 (384-402).

Type locality: Uganda: “Durro Forest, Toro, 4000-4500 ft, 25-29 XI 1911 (S.A. Neave)”.  Allotype: female, Mpanga Forest, Toro, 4500 ft, 13-23 XI 1911 (S.A. Neave).  Holotype male and allotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Uganda.

Specific localities:

Uganda – Durro Forest (TL); Mpanga Forest (Bethune-Baker, 1926); Itwara (Libert, 2005); Kibale (Libert, 2005); Fort Portal (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
T. transverstigma group

Telipna transverstigma Druce, 1910

Telipna transverstigma Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 356 (356-378).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja river, Cameroons, 2000 ft, wet season (G.L. Bates)”.  Neallotype: female, Bitje, Ja River, 2000 ft, X-XI 1912.  Holotype male and neallotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo (north), Gabon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Bitje (Libert, 2005).Mount Messa (Libert, 2005); Kala (Libert, 2005); Ngoekele (Libert, 2005); Nkoltsam (Libert, 2005); Odza (Libert, 2005); Ototomo (Libert, 2005); Obout (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Lolodorf (Libert, 2005); Efulen (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Kelle (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Koungou (Libert, 2005); PN d’Ivindo (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
T. sanguinea group

Telipna sanguinea (Plötz, 1880)

Pentila acraea var. sanguinea Plötz, 1880.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 198 (189-206).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Camerons-Gebirge”.  Neotype: male, Mamfe, (British) Cameroon, VII 1956; M.H.N.H., Paris.  Neallotype: female, Mamfe, (British) Cameroon, IX 1956; M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Common name: Sanguine telipna.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Flies along forest streams, in semi-shade.  Often rests on tree trunks for long periods, fluttering up when disturbed.  Easily confused with day-flying moths of the genus Aletis.  Larsen (2005a) regards it as commoner than T. cameroonensis in eastern Nigeria, but states that it is by no means a common butterfly.  Females oviposit on lichens on the bark of tree trunks (Van Someren, 1974).

Flight period: Flies during the rainy season (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 206 (Budongo Forest, Uganda; T. sanguinea depuncta).


“There is no apparent difference between the early stages of this and of the preceding species (T. consanguinea) except that the larval hair is here more golden brown and slightly longer.”

Larval food:

Lichens [Kielland, 1990: 171].
Telipna sanguinea sanguinea (Plötz, 1880)

Pentila acraea var. sanguinea Plötz, 1880.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 198 (189-206).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Camerons-Gebirge”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Congo (north), Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills of the Cross River loop (Larsen, 2005a); Butatong, Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Mamu (Libert, 2005); Awka (Libert, 2005); Ikom (Libert, 2005); Calabar (Libert, 2005).

Cameroon – Mamfe (Libert, 2005); Malap (Libert, 2005); Foumban (Libert, 2005); Maan (Libert, 2005); Goyoum (Libert, 2005)

Congo – Ouesso (Libert, 2005); Souanke (Libert, 2005); Sembe (Libert, 2005); Odzala (Libert, 2005); Kelle (Libert, 2005); Etoumbi (Libert, 2005).

Equatorial Guinea – Alen (Libert, 2005); Bioko (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Fougamou (Libert, 2005); Ipassa (Libert, 2005); Lake Asebbe (Libert, 2005); Lambarene (Libert, 2005); Libreville (Libert, 2005); Njole (Libert, 2005); Tchibanga (Libert, 2005).

Angola – Quango (Libert, 2005).

Central African Republic – Bangui (Libert, 2005); Moloukou (Libert, 2005); Mbaiki (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Lukolela (Libert, 2005); Kasai (Libert, 2005); Kapanga (Libert, 2005); Beni (Libert, 2005); Mount Hoyo (Libert, 2005).
anneckei Dewitz, 1886: 427 (as sp. of Liptena).  [No reference in Ackery, 1995 for 1886.] Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mukenge”.  Type in Z.M.H.U.
bistrigata Aurivillius, 1925 (as var. of Telipna sanguinea).  Archiv för Zoologi 17 (A) (32): 7 (20 pp.).  Democratic Republic of Congo?: “Nördlich vom Edward See”.  Type in Naturhistoriska Riksmuseet, Stockholm.
mariae Dufrane, 1945 (as sp. of Telipna).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 81: 112 (90-143).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kamituga”.  Type in I.R.S.N.B., Brussels.
Telipna sanguinea depuncta Talbot, 1937

Telipna sanguinea depuncta Talbot, 1937.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 86: 59 (59-72).

Type locality: Uganda: “Lectotype: male, Tero Forest, S.E. Buddu, 3800 ft, 26-30 IX 1911 (S.A. Neave)”.  Paralectotype: female, Mpanga Forest, Toro, 4800 ft, 13-23 XI 1911 (S.A. Neave).  Lectotype and paralectotype in N.H.M., London.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in the paler ground-colour and from ssp. kigoma, in the hindwing upperside, where the black marginal band is much narrower (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Distribution: Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Tero Forest (TL); Budongo Forest (Jackson, 1937); Malabigambo Forest, Katera (Jackson, 1937); Mapanga Forest (Libert, 2005); Sesse Island (Libert, 2005); Bwamba (Libert, 2005); Kalinzu (Libert, 2005).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Telipna kigoma Kielland, 1978

Telipna sanguinea kigoma Kielland, 1978.  Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 121: 193 (147-237).

Telipna kigoma Kielland, 1978.  Libert, 2005: 54, n. stat.
Type locality: Tanzania: “Kigoma, Lubalizi, 6 III 1970 (J. Kielland)”.  Allotype: female, Lubalizi, 11 III 1970 (J. Kielland).  Holotype male and allotype female in N.M.K., Nairobi.

Distribution: Tanzania (Mpanda and Kigoma  regions - riverine forest).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Lubalizi River (TL; Kielland, 1990); Luntampa Forest (Kielland, 1990); Ntakatta Forest (Kielland, 1990); Mogombazi River (Kielland, 1990); Kefu Forest (Kielland, 1990); Mihumu Forest (Kielland, 1990); Kasye (Libert, 2005); Wanzizi (Libert, 2005).

Habits: Telipna kigoma is very localized and rare (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Telipna consanguinea Rebel, 1914

Telipna consanguinea Rebel, 1914.  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 262 (219-294).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Beni, X 1910 (Grauer)”.  Neallotype: female, Pauli, Uele, Democratic Republic of Congo, 24 Xii 1956 (M. Fontaine).  Holotype male in Naturhistorisches Museum, Vienna.  Neallotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren.

Distribution: Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Females oviposit on lichens on the bark of tree trunks (Van Someren, 1974).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 205. (Budongo Forest, Uganda).


Larva sparsely clothed with long brown hair and indistinguishable from that of a moth.  Broader anteriorly with a fine dark dorsal line and small black collar.  Laterals sharply scalloped, carrying tufts of short spiny hair, as well as the longer hair mentioned above.  Colour greenish or bluish brown with fine darker lines.  Anal segments black, like the collar.  Spiracles small and greenish; below them a row of minute white dots.  Head small and pale brown.  Length 30 mm.  Pupa placed with the extremity, surrounded by the larval skin, fixed to the trunk of a tree, standing out from it at an angle of 45 degrees.  Spiny, the spines being arranged in rows of rosettes laterally, ventrally and dorsally.  Thorax sharply domed, the two sides of the dome bearing large oval spots, so highly polished as to resemble obsidian.  Seen at certain angles they glitter and sparkle like eyes and at others suggest large holes in the thorax.  Head-case broad and carried well in front.  Colour brown; wing-cases shiny; without spines.  Pupa with no external protection and, except that it is usually placed in a dark place behind a creeper, there is no attempt at concealment.  Length 16 mm.

Larval food:

Lichens and mosses on the bark of trees, not among ants [Jackson, 1937: 205 (Budongo Forest, Uganda)].
Telipna consanguinea consanguinea Rebel, 1914

Telipna consanguinea Rebel, 1914.  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 262 (219-294).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Beni”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Moloundu (Schultze, 1923); Malen (Schultze, 1923); Yokaduma (Schultze, 1923); Ouesso (Schultze, 1923); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Yaounde (Libert, 2005); Metet (Libert, 2005); Batouri (Libert, 2005).

Central African Republic – Bangui (Libert, 2005); Boukoko (Libert, 2005); Mbaiki (Libert, 2005); Nole (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Beni (TL); Paulis (Libert, 2005); Mbandaka (Libert, 2005); Katakoli (Libert, 2005); Kafakumba (Libert, 2005); Walikali (Libert, 2005).

Uganda – Bwamba (Libert, 2005).
exstincta Schultze, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923 (as ab. of Telipna consanguinea).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1150 (1113-1242).  Congo: “Franz. Kongo: Ouesso”.  Type in the Hamburg Museum.
Telipna consanguinea ugandae Behune-Baker, 1926

Telipna erica f. ugandae Bethune-Baker, 1926.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 388 (384-402).

Type locality: Uganda: “Toro; Mulange”.  Lectotype: male, Daro Forest, Toro, 4500-5000 ft, 25-29 X 1911 (S.A.Neave).  Paralectotype: female, Entebbe, 12-20 I 1912 (S.A. Neave).  Lectotype male and paralectotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Uganda (except Bwamba), Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Uganda – Mulange (= Malange?) (TL); Daro Forest (Neave teste Libert, 2005); Entebbe (Neave teste Libert, 2005); Budongo (Libert, 2005); Itwara (Libert, 2005); Kitale (Libert, 2005); Toro (Libert, 2005); Kamengo (Libert, 2005); Bugalla Island (Libert, 2005); Kisubi (Libert, 2005); Jinja (Libert, 2005); Buvuma Island (Libert, 2005); Bunyenvu Forest (Libert, 2005).

Tanzania – Mwanza (Libert, 2005).
Telipna erica Suffert, 1904

Telipna erica Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 41 (12-107).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Camerun, Barombi Station (S. Preuss)”.  Neallotype: male, Bitye, Ja River, 2000 ft, Cameroon (G.L. Bates).  Holotype female in Z.M.H.U., Berlin.  Neallotype male in N.H.N., London.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Barombi Station (TL); Bitje (Libert, 2005); Kribi (Libert, 2005); Yaounde (Libert, 2005); Mount Eloumden (Libert, 2005); Mount Messa (Libert, 2005); Mount Ngoekele (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Lolodorf (Libert, 2005); Maan (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Oyem? (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Lukolela (Libert, 2005); Mbandaka (Libert, 2005); Eala (Libert, 2005); Flandria (Libert, 2005); Lake Tumba (Libert, 2005); Katako-Kombe (Libert, 2005); Lusambo (Libert, 2005); Kisangani (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
nigra Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Telipna acraea).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 42 (12-107).  Cameroon: “Nordwest-Camerun”.
Telipna nyanza Neave, 1904

Telipna nyanza Neave, 1904.  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 335 (323-363).

Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe, 4000 ft, 10 IV 1903 (C.A. Wiggins)”.  Neallotype: male, Entebbe.  Holotype female in O.U.M.N.H., Oxford.  Neallotype male in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Zambia, Angola.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Telipna nyanza nyanza Neave, 1904

Telipna nyanza Neave, 1904.  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 335 (323-363).

Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe”.

Distribution: Uganda.

Specific localities:

Uganda – Entebbe (TL); Kayonza (Libert, 2005); Budongo (Libert, 2005); Mbale (Libert, 2005); Mpigi (Libert, 2005); Jinja (Libert, 2005).
Telipna nyanza katangae Stempffer, 1961

Telipna ruspinoides katangae Stempffer, 1961.  Annales du Musée Royal de l’Afrique Centrale (8) 94: 9 (73 pp.).

Telipna nyanza katangae Stempffer, 1961.  Libert, 2005: 62, n. stat.
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Telipna nyanza katangae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: ?mm.  Zambezi Bridge, Ikelenge, Zambia.  10/III/77.  A. Heath  (From a photograph of a specimen donated to the Natural History Museum, London).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo, Kapanga, II 1936 (F.G. Overlaet)”.  Allotype: female, Kapanga, X 1935 (F.G. Overlaet).  Holotype male and allotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Cameroon (east), Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Zambia, Angola.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Goyoum (Libert, 2005).
Congo – Etoumbi (Libert, 2005); Kelle (Libert, 2005); Mambili (Libert, 2005); Ngo (Libert, 2005).
Central African Republic – Bangui (Libert, 2005); Moloukou (Libert, 2005).
Democratic Republic of Congo – Kapanga (TL); Luali (Libert, 2005); Mayombe (Libert, 2005); Kinshasa (Libert, 2005); Bombo-Lumene (Libert, 2005); Upper Kasai (Libert, 2005); Kafakumba (Libert, 2005); Kungulu (Libert, 2005); Lupweshi (Libert, 2005); Sandoa (Libert, 2005); Paulis (Libert, 2005); Beni (Libert, 2005); Mount Hoyo (Libert, 2005).

Uganda – Bwamba (Libert, 2005).
Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002; Libert, 2005).

Angola – Zambezi-Congo divide (Libert, 2005).
Telipna ruspinoides Schultze, 1923

Telipna ruspinoides Schultze, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1 (17): 1151 (1113-1242).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Süd-Kamerun: Owöngi Kom-Fälle”.  Neotype: male, Bitje, Cameroon, dry season (G.L. Bates).  Neallotype: female, Moyen Congo, II 1959 (T.H.E. Jackson).  Neotype male and Neallotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Nigeria (south-east), Cameroon (south), Congo, Gabon, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Cross River loop (Larsen, 2005a); Butatong, Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Calabar (Libert, 2005).

Cameroon – Owongi Kom-Falle (TL); Korup (Lees, 1989); Bitje (Libert, 2005); Bipindi (Libert, 2005); Dikola (Libert, 2005); Ndjock (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Zamakoe (Libert, 2005); Yaounde (Libert, 2005); Dja (Libert, 2005); Akoafim (Libert, 2005); Lolodorf (Libert, 2005); Metet (Libert, 2005); Moloundou (Libert, 2005); Owong (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Etoumbi (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Ipassa (Libert, 2005); PN d’Ivondo (Libert, 2005).

Central African Republic – Boukoko (Libert, 2005).
Common name: Ruspinoid telipna.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A scarce species (Larsen, 2005a).  Found sympatrically at Butatong, Okwangwo with T. sanguinea (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker, 1914
Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1914: 319 (314-337).
Type-species: Pentila kirbyi Aurivillius, by subsequent designation (Opinion 814, 1967.  Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 24: 145-146.).

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 62 species.  Most recently comprehensively revised by Libert in 2005.


The taxon Ornipholidotos muhata (Dewitz, 1887), described as Pentila muhata Dewitz, 1887.  (Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift 30: 428)), is regarded by Libert (2005: 29) as a nomen dubium.  Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mukenge”.

O. kirbyi supergroup

O. kirbyi group

Ornipholidotos kirbyi (Aurivillius. 1895)

Pentila kirbyi Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 198 (195-220, 255-268).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bonge, 7 XI 1911 (Sjoestedt)”  Genitalia Libert 03-446.  Neallotype: male, Johan Albrechts Höhe Station, Cameroon, 1898 (L. Conradt); genitalia Libert 03-648.  Holotype female in Naturhistoriska Riksmuseet, Stockholm.  Neallotype male in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo.


Recorded, in error, from Tanzania by Congdon & Collins (1998).

Nigeria – Abakaliki (Libert, 2005); Ikom (Libert, 2005); Awka-Mamu Forest (Libert, 2005); Obubra (Libert, 2005); Obudu (Libert, 2005).

Cameroon – Bonge (TL); Johan Albrechts Höhe Station (Libert, 2005); Mamfe (Libert, 2005); Kumba (Libert, 2005); Campo (Libert, 2005); Boga (Libert, 2005); Bonepoupa (Libert, 2005); Dikola (Libert, 2005); Lolodorf (Libert, 2005); Bule country (Libert, 2005); Maan (Libert, 2005); Ndoupe (Libert, 2005); Yaounde (Libert, 2005); Bitje (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Mbalmayo (Libert, 2005); Nlong (Libert, 2005); Ototomo (Libert, 2005); Sangha (Libert, 2005).

Equatorial Guinea – Benito (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – PN d’Ivindo (Libert, 2005); Kangwe (Libert, 2005); Lake Asebbe (Libert, 2005); Lake Azingo (Libert, 2005); Mboumie (Libert, 2005); Ogowe (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Kuilu (Libert, 2005).
Specific localities:

Habitat: Dense forest.

Habits: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
fumosa Schultze, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923 (as ab. of Pentila kirbyi).   Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1160 (1113-1242).  Cameroon: “Süd-Kamerun: N’Kololoma (Randgebirge)”.

camerunensis Stempffer, 1964 (as sp. of Ornipholidotos).  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1227 (1226-1287).  Type locality: Cameroon: “Johann Albrechts Höhe”.  Holotype male in N.H.M., London.  Allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris (genitalia Libert 103-612).  Synonymized with O. kirbyi by Libert, 2005: 33. 
Ornipholidotos maesseni Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos maesseni Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 35 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Ghana: “Likpe, 24 I 1977 (Th. Maessen); genitalia Libert 02-215”.  Allotype: female, Likpe, Ghana, 20 XI 1968 (Th. Maessen); genitalia Libert 03-003.  Holotype male and allotype female in the Allyn Museum, Sarasota, Florida, USA.

Distribution: Ghana, Nigeria.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Likpe (TL); Amedzofe (Libert, 2005); Draw River (Libert, 2005).

Nigeria – Oni (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos boormani Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos boormani Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 36 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Lagos, IV 1960 (J. Boorman); genitalia Libert 00-332”.  Holotype male in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.

Distribution: Nigeria.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Lagos (Libert, 2005); Oshodi (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
O. ugandae complex

Ornipholidotos ugandae Stempffer, 1947

Ornipholidotos ugandae Stempffer, 1947.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaines 40: 170 (165-174).

Type locality: Uganda: “Ouganda: Malabigamba Forest, Katera, X 1938-II 1939 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Stempffer 1542”.  Neallotype: female, Katera, Sango Bay, Uganda, V 1956 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Libert 03-092.  Holotype male and neallotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Congo, Gabon, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Flies feebly, a few metres above the ground, in the shade of tall trees (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 206.  (Budongo Forest, Uganda; as Pentila muhata).  O. muhata is now regarded to be a nomen dubium by Libert (2005:29).  The early stages described below could therefore be those of any one of a number of Ugandan Ornipholidotos species.


Larva.  Shape like that of a silver-fish (Thysanura), being broadly rounded anteriorly and tapering to a sharply pointed posterior extremity.  Each segment carries three or four black spines.  Dorsum irregularly rounded and head protected by a collar from which it is never extruded even when feeding.  In colour green, grey and black exactly resembling the lichen on the tree.  Length 15 mm.  Pupa.  Spiny as in the larva but here the spines are single and whitish and arranged in rows of five across each segment.  Head case black with prominent white eye spots.  Thorax small, but elevated, and beyond it a depression, and up to this point the colour is light brown.  Thereafter the abdominal segments are on a higher level, roughly rounded and broader, coloured pale green.  The larval skin is placed around the extremity in a small, bunched up , spiny circle.  Wing-cases jet black.  Placed in a horizontal, arched position on the bark.  Length 8 mm.

Larval food:

Lichens, preferring the smaller varieties on dead twigs and fallen logs [Jackson, 1937: 206].
Ornipholidotos ugandae ugandae Stempffer, 1947

Ornipholidotos ugandae Stempffer, 1947.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaines 40: 170 (165-174).

Type locality: Uganda: “Ouganda: Malabigamba Forest, Katera, X 1938-II 1939 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Stempffer 1542”.  Neallotype: female, Katera, Sango Bay, Uganda, V 1956 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Libert 03-092.  Holotype male and neallotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Beni (Libert, 2005); Mount Hoyo (Libert, 2005).

Uganda – Malabigamba Forest (TL); Sango Bay (Libert, 2005); Budongo (Libert, 2005); Bugalla Island (Libert, 2005); Buvuma Island (Libert, 2005); Bwamba (Libert, 2005); Kagera-Buddo (Libert, 2005); Itwara (Libert, 2005); Kalinzu (Libert, 2005); Kayonza (Libert, 2005); Mpanga (Libert, 2005); Toro (Libert, 2005); Entebbe (Libert, 2005).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998); Kikuru (Libert, 2005).
Ornipholidotos ugandae goodi Libert, 2000

Ornipholidotos goodi Libert, 2000.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 105 (5): 456 (433-466).

Ornipholidotos ugandae goodi Libert, 2000.  Libert, 2005: 38, n. stat.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, Zamaoke, 28 II 1984 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-385”.  Holotype male in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Mount Febe (Libert, 2005); Meyo Messi (Libert, 2005); Moloundou (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Brazzaville (Libert, 2005); Etoumbi (Libert, 2005); Ketta (Libert, 2005); Odzala (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Lake Asebbe (Libert, 2005); Bateke N.P. (Libert, 2005).

Angola – Canhoca (Libert, 2005).

Central African Republic – Bangui (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kinshasa (Libert, 2005); Lukolela (Libert, 2005); Eala (Libert, 2005); Kuma (Libert, 2005); Katako-Kombe (Libert, 2005); Kapanga (Libert, 2005); Kibombo (Libert, 2005); Basankusu (Libert, 2005).
Ornipholidotos ugandae biokoensis Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos ugandae biokoensis Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 40 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Santa Isabel, Fernando Poo, 5 IX 1916 (G. Tessman); genitalia Libert 02-280.  Holotype male in Z.M.H.U., Berlin.  Known only from the male holotype.

Distribution: Equatorial Guinea.

Specific localities:

Equatorial Guinea – Santa Isabel (Libert, 2005).
Ornipholidotos bitjeensis Stempffer, 1957

Ornipholidotos bitjeensis Stempffer, 1957.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 19 (1): 209 (209-227).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje Ja River, 1915; genitalia Stempffer 4336”.  Holotype male in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Congo.


Recorded, in error, from Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Bitje (Libert, 2005); Yaounde (Libert, 2005); Kribi (Libert, 2005); Campo (Libert, 2005); Bango (Libert, 2005); Ebodje (Libert, 2005); Maan (Libert, 2005); Metet (Libert, 2005); Moloundou (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Abanga River (Libert, 2005); Mboumie (Libert, 2005).

Congo – single female with no locality (Libert, 2005).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
O. gabonensis complex

Ornipholidotos gabonensis Stempffer, 1947

Ornipholidotos gabonensis Stempffer, 1947.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaines 40: 169 (165-174).

Type locality: Gabon: “Tchibanga (H. Stempffer); genitalia Stempffer 2624”.  Neallotype: female, Landana, Angola (Cabinda); genitalia Libert 00-340.  Holotype male in the M.H.N.H., Paris and neallotype female in the N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola.

Specific localities:

Gabon – Tchibanga (TL); Ogowe? (Libert, 2005).
Congo – Kuilu (Libert, 2005).
Democratic Republic of Congo – Kinshasa (Libert, 2005); Zongo (Libert, 2005).
Angola – Landana (Libert, 2005); Canhoca (Libert, 2005).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos tessmani Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos tessmani Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 43 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Santa Isabel, Fernando Poo, 5 IX 1916 (G. Tessman); genitalia Libert 02-281.  Allotype: female, Santa Isabel, Fernando Poo, 5 IX 1916 (G. Tessman); genitalia Libert 03-079.  Holotype male and allotype female in Z.M.H.U., Berlin.

Distribution: Equatorial Guinea (Bioko Island).

Specific localities:

Equatorial Guinea – Santa Isabel (TL).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos teroensis Stempffer, 1957

Ornipholidotos teroensis Stempffer, 1957.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 19 (1): 211 (209-227).

Type locality: Uganda: “”.  Neallotype: female, Tero Forest, S.E. Budda, 3800 ft, Ouganda, 26-30 IX 1911 (S.A. Neave); genitalia Libert 03-559.  Holotype male and neallotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Uganda (south), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Tero Forest (TL); Kalinzu (Libert, 2005); Mawakota (Libert, 2005); Katera (Libert, 2005).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (common); Munene Forest (rare) (Congdon & Collins, 1998); Ndumbe Gorge (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos ginettae Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos ginettae Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 45 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Biakatu, 1050 m, Province Orientale, I 2002 (R. Ducarme); genitalia Libert 03-244.  Allotype: female, Biakatu, 1050 m, Province Orientale, 29 I 2005 (R. Ducarme); genitalia Libert 05-502.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Biakatu (TL); Mapimbi (Libert, 2005); Bucha-Teturi (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos abriana Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos abriana Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 46 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Central African Republic: “Botambi (Bangui), XI 1997 (S.C. Collins); genitalia Libert 03-006.  Allotype: male, Yakoli, Central African Republic, II 1997 (S.C. Collins); genitalia Libert 02-263.  Holotype female and allotype male in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.

Distribution: Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (north).

Specific localities:

Central African Republic – Botambi (TL); Yombo (Libert, 2005); Yakoli (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – 100 km SW of Kisangani (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos jolyana Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos jolyana Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 47 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Monkoto, Tshuapa River, 400 m, 15 X 1991 (E. Joly); genitalia Libert 03-193.  Holotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Monkoto (TL); Lukolela (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos bakotae Stempffer, 1962

Ornipholidotos bakotae Stempffer, 1962.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 24 (4): 1137 (1135-1181).

Type locality: Congo: “république du Congo ex francais: Ouesso, forêt de Ketta, X 1959 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Stempffer 5440”.  Neallotyoe: female, Mount Mengale (Lolodorf), Cameroon, XI 1993 (S.C. Collins); genitalia Libert 04-273.  Holotype male in N.H.M., London and neallotype female in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Gabon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Mount Mengale (Lolodorf) (Libert, 2005); Dang (Libert, 2005); Bertoua (Libert, 2005); Mount Kala (Libert, 2005); Mount Nkoltsam (Libert, 2005); Mount Nkolbisson (Libert, 2005); Mount Ngoekele (Libert, 2005); Yaounde (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Mbankomo (Libert, 2005); Mayos (Libert, 2005); Nlong (Libert, 2005); Obout (Libert, 2005); Ototomo (Libert, 2005); Zamakoe (Libert, 2005); Bitje (Libert, 2005); Nyazanga (Libert, 2005); Sangmelima (Libert, 2005); Maan (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Ketta Forest (TL); Kelle (Libert, 2005); Sembe (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Mboko Forest (Libert, 2005); Lope Reserve (Libert, 2005).
Common name: Tiny glasswing.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos ayissii Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos ayissii Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 50 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Maan, XI 2003 (ABRI coll.); genitalia Libert 04-301.  Allotype: female, Maan, XI 2003 (ABRI coll.); genitalia Libert 04-299.  Holotype male and allotype female in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.

Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Maan (TL); Mount Febe (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Ototoma (Libert, 2005); Zamakoe (Libert, 2005); Bitje (Libert, 2005); Meyo Messi (Libert, 2005); Sangmelima (Libert, 2005); Moloundou (Libert, 2005).

Equatorial Guinea – Benito (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Lope (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Indeterminate species

Ornipholidotos tiassale Stempffer, 1969

Ornipholidotos tiassale Stempffer, 1969.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 31 (3): 928 (927-950).

Type locality: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast: “Côte d’Ivoire, Tiassalé, 5 X 1965 (B.K. Watulege); genitalia Stempffer 6104”.  Allotype: female, Côte d’Ivoire, Tiassalé, VIII 1965 (B.K. Watulege).  Holotype male and allotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Fundu (Libert, 2000); Moyamba (Larsen, 2005a); Fula Wusu (Libert, 2005); Mabang (Libert, 2005).

Liberia – Kpaine (Libert, 2005).

Ivory Coast – Tiassale (TL); Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Yeale (Larsen, 2005a); Abengourou (Libert, 2005); Yapo (Libert, 2005).

Ghana – Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a); Bia National Park (Larsen, 2005a); Prah-Suhien (Larsen, 2005a); Kibi (Larsen, 2005a); Bagoro (Libert, 2005); Tano Ofin (Libert, 2005); Apemedi (Libert, 2005); Bonkro (Libert, 2005); Cape Three Points (Libert, 2005).

Common name: Western glasswing.

Habitat: 

Habits: Probably the commonest species of the genus in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens have been seen feeding on extrafloral nectaries on Marantaceae (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos etoumbi Stempffer, 1967

Ornipholidotos etoumbi Stempffer, 1967.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 29 (3): 986 (978-1000).

Type locality: Congo: “République du Congo, Etoumbi, X 1960 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Stempffer 5868”.  Allotype: female, République du Congo, Etoumbi, X 1960 (T.H.E. Jackson).  Holotype male and allotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Bitje (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Metet (Libert, 2005); Samgmelima (Libert, 2005); Zamakoe (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Etoumbi (TL).
Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos kivu Collins & Larsen, 2000

Ornipholidotos kivu Collins & Larsen, 2000.  Metamorphosis 11 (2): 60 (57-75).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Zaïre, Kivu, Beni, 20 XI 1991 (R. Ducarme leg., coll. African Butterfly Research Institute).”  Genitalia ABRI, SCC 266.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu).  Known only from male.

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Beni (TL); Kashungo, 70 km south od Beni (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Flight period: Recorded in November.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos francisci Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos francisci Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 56 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Beni, 4 II 1990 (R. Ducarme); genitalia Libert 03-241.  Allotype: female, Beni, X 1991 (R. Ducarme); genitalia Libert 03-291.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Beni (TL).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
O. katangae subgroup

Ornipholidotos katangae Stempffer, 1947

Ornipholidotos katangae Stempffer, 1947.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaines 40: 170 (165-174).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kangaji, Katanga (H. Stempffer); genitalia Stempffer 2657”.  Neallotype: female, Kangaji, Katanga; genitalia Libert 03-295.  Holotype male in M.H.N.H., Paris and neallotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Diagnosis: Closely resembles O. jacksoni and can only be separated with confidence by examination of the genitalia.  Also resembles the commoner O. overlaeti from which it can be distinguished by the much wider band along the costa, as far as the cell spot (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages:

Congdon, vide Congdon and Collins, 1998: 59.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos katangae katangae Stempffer, 1947

Ornipholidotos katangae Stempffer, 1947.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaines 40: 170 (165-174).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kangaji, Katanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kangaji (TL); Kafakumba (Libert, 2005); Kapanga (Libert, 2005); Sandoa (Libert, 2005); Tsibamba (Libert, 2005); Eala (Libert, 2005).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Nyakenja (Heath et al., 2002; misidentified as O. tanganyikae according to Libert, 2005: 57).

Ornipholidotos katangae reducta Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos katangae reducta Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 59 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kibale Forest, Toro, IV-V 1956 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Stempffer 6207.  Allotype: female, Kibale Forest, Toro, IV-V 1966 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Libert 03-060.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north and north-east), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Beni (Libert, 2005); Bucha (Libert, 2005); 129 km E Kisangani (Libert, 2005); La Kulu-Uele-Itimbiri (Libert, 2005).

Uganda – Kibale Forest (TL); Budongo (Libert, 2005).

Kenya – Kakamega (Libert, 2005).

Tanzania – Kere Hill in Minziro Forest (rare) (Congdon & Collins, 1998); Minziro Village (Congdon, vide Congdon & Collins, 1998; single female).

Ornipholidotos kelle Stempffer, 1967

Ornipholidotos kelle Stempffer, 1967.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 29 (3): 985 (978-1000).

Type locality: Congo: “République du Congo, Kellé, II 1963 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Stempffer 5760”.  Allotype: female, Etoumbi, Congo, X 1960 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Libert 03-611.  Holotype male in N.H.M., London and allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Mount Eloumden (Libert, 2005); Mount Febe (Libert, 2005); Mount Messa (Libert, 2005); Bikoman (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Etoud (Libert, 2005); Mbankomo (Libert, 2005); Obout (Libert, 2005); Ototomo (Libert, 2005); Bitje (Libert, 2005); Meyo Messi (Libert, 2005); Lolodorf (Libert, 2005); Moloundou (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Kelle (TL); Etoumbi (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
O. nigeriae complex

Ornipholidotos nigeriae Stempffer, 1964

Ornipholidotos nigeriae Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26 (4): 1230 (1226-1287).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Onitsha, Awka, Mamu Forest, II 1960 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Stempffer 5684”.  Allotype: female, Obudu, Ogaja, Nigeria, VI 1961 (T.H.E. Jackson).  Holotype male and allotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Nigeria (south), Cameroon (south-west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Mamu Forest (TL); Ogaja, Obudu (Libert, 2005); Butatong-Calabar (Libert, 2005); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Mamfe (Libert, 2005); Aloum (Libert, 2005); Batanga (Libert, 2005); Bipindi (Libert, 2005); Boga (Libert, 2005); Campo (Libert, 2005); Fifinda (Libert, 2005); Maan (Libert, 2005); Ndjock (Libert, 2005); Ndoupe (Libert, 2005); Yaounde (Libert, 2005); Mount Kala (Libert, 2005); Afanessele (Libert, 2005); Nlong (Libert, 2005); Ototomo (Libert, 2005).
Common name: Nigerian glasswing.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos annae Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos annae Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 62 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, 5 II 1984 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-487”.  Allotype: female, Ebogo, Cameroon, 15 I 1984 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-642.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Congo, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Ebogo (TL); Mount Febe (Libert, 2005); Mount Eloumden (Libert, 2005); Mount Hoyo (Libert, 2005); Nkolbisson (Libert, 2005); Bikoman (Libert, 2005); Obout (Libert, 2005); Yaounde (Libert, 2005); Bitje (Libert, 2005); Bule Country (Libert, 2005); Djoum (Libert, 2005); Elat (Libert, 2005); Lolodorf (Libert, 2005); Metet (Libert, 2005); Pinda (Libert, 2005); Moloundou (Libert, 2005).

Equatorial Guinea – Benito (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Odzala (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Ivindo N.P. (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Mbata Siata (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos sylviae Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos sylviae Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 64 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Danane – Mount Nimba, XI 1967 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Stempffer 6286.  Allotype: female, Tiassale, Ivory Coast, VIII 1965 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Libert 05-323.  Holotype male and allotype female in N.M.K., Nairobi.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Danane-Nimba (TL); Tiassale (Libert, 2005); Issia (Libert, 2005).

Ghana – Sagamase-Kibi (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
O. amieti group

Ornipholidotos amieti Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos amieti Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 65 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, IX 1985 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-360.”  Allotype: female, Ebogo, VI 1991 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-415.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos amieti amieti Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos amieti Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 65 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, IX 1985 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-360.”  Allotype: female, Ebogo, VI 1991 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-415.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Bango (Libert, 2005); Belabo (Libert, 2005); Memiam (Libert, 2005); Zoutoupsi (Libert, 2005); Bitje (Libert, 2005); Mebassa (Libert, 2005); Meyo Messi (Libert, 2005); Nazare (Libert, 2005); Nyazanga (Libert, 2005); Dja (Libert, 2005); Sangmelima (Libert, 2005); Ebolowa (Libert, 2005); Ngelebock (Libert, 2005); Akoafim (Libert, 2005); Djoum (Libert, 2005); Maan (Libert, 2005); Moloundu (Libert, 2005); Ebodje (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Kelle (Libert, 2005).

Central African Republic – Bangui (Libert, 2005); Moloukou (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Itoko-Gombe (Libert, 2005); Kuluboku (Libert, 2005); Lukolela (Libert, 2005); Lutahe (Libert, 2005); Mbandaka (Libert, 2005); Kuma (Libert, 2005); Monkoto (Libert, 2005); Katako-Kombe (Libert, 2005); Kapanga (Libert, 2005); Lodja (Libert, 2005); Upper Kasai district (Libert, 2005); Mwene Ditu (Libert, 2005); 100 km SW Kisangani (Libert, 2005).
Ornipholidotos amieti angulata Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos amieti angulata Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 68 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kayonza Forest, Kigezi, V 1957 (T.H.E. Jackson)”.  Allotype: female, Kayonza, Kigezi, V-VII 1960 (T.H.E. Jackson).  Holotype male and allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Paulis (Libert, 2005); Beni (Libert, 2005); Mount Hoyo (Libert, 2005); Djalasiga (Libert, 2005); Walikali (Libert, 2005); 100 km W of Bukavu (Libert, 2005); Itoa River (Libert, 2005).

Uganda – Kayonza Forest (TL); Entebbe (Libert, 2005); Mabira (Libert, 2005); Katera (Libert, 2005).

Kenya – Kitale (Libert, 2005).

Tanzania – Kikuru (Libert, 2005); Minziro (Libert, 2005).
Ornipholidotos evoei Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos evoei Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 69 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Mount Kala, env. 1050 m, X 1986 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 05-393.”  Allotype: female, Mount Kala, env. 1050 m X 1986 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 05-392.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Mount Kala (TL); Mount Binguela (Libert, 2005); Mount Eloumden (Libert, 2005); Mount Mount Febe (Libert, 2005); Mount Ngoekele (Libert, 2005); Mount Nkolkomou (Libert, 2005); Mount Nkoltsam (Libert, 2005); Yaounde (Libert, 2005); Mbankomo (Libert, 2005); Ototomo (Libert, 2005); Zamakoe (Libert, 2005); Ngoyang (Libert, 2005); Samal (Libert, 2005); Eseka (Libert, 2005); Lolodorf (Libert, 2005); Djoum (Libert, 2005); Maan (Libert, 2005); Campo (Libert, 2005).

Equatorial Guinea – Benito (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Ivindo N.P. (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos dowsetti Collins & Larsen, 2000

Ornipholidotos dowsetti Collins & Larsen, 2000.  Metamorphosis 11 (2): 59 (57-75).

Type locality: Congo: “Republic of Congo, Odzala National Park, Mbanza, ii.1995. (R.J. Dowsett leg., coll. African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi); genitalia SCC 424.”  Paratype: female, Kessi, Odzala National Park, Congo II 1995 (R.J. Dowsett); A.B.R.I., Nairobi.

Distribution: Congo.

Specific localities:

Congo – Mbanza, Odzala N.P. (TL); Kessi, Odzala N.P. (Libert, 2005); Kelle (Libert, 2005); Etoumbi (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Flight period: Recorded in February.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
O. overlaeti group

O. overlaeti subgroup

Ornipholidotos overlaeti Stempffer, 1947

Ornipholidotos overlaeti Stempffer, 1947.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaines 40: 171 (165-174).
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Ornipholidotos overlaeti overlaeti.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Zambezi Bridge, Ikelenge, Zambia.  24 March, 1981.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Ornipholidotos overlaeti overlaeti.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Zambezi Bridge, Ikelenge, Zambia.  24 March, 1981.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]:  “Kafakumba, Congo belge, IV 1932 (F.G. Overlaet); genitalia Stempffer 2722”.  Neallotype: female, Sandoa, Lulua, IV 1932 (F.G. Overlaet).  Holotype male and neallotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia.


Recorded, in error, from Kenya by Larsen (1991) according to Libert (2005).
Common name: Overlaet’s glasswing.

Habitat: Lowland riverine forest (Kielland, 1990).  Woodland (Heath et al., 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos overlaeti overlaeti Stempffer, 1947

Ornipholidotos overlaeti Stempffer, 1947.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaines 40: 171 (165-174).
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Ornipholidotos overlaeti overlaeti.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Zambezi Bridge, Ikelenge, Zambia.  24 March, 1981.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Ornipholidotos overlaeti overlaeti.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Zambezi Bridge, Ikelenge, Zambia.  24 March, 1981.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]:  “Kafakumba, Congo belge, IV 1932 (F.G. Overlaet); genitalia Stempffer 2722”.  Neallotype: female, Sandoa, Lulua, IV 1932 (F.G. Overlaet).  Holotype male and neallotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia (Mwinilinga district).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kafakumba (TL); Sandoa (Libert, 2005); Kapanga (Libert, 2005); Tshende-Mushyi (Libert, 2005); Kamwela (Libert, 2005).

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002); Chiwoma (Libert, 2005).

Ornipholidotos overlaeti fontainei Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos overlaeti fontainei Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 74 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo:  “Katako-Kombe, 6 III 1953 (Dr. Fontaine); genitalia Libert 03-269”.  Allotype: female, Katako-Kombe, 7 III 1953 (Dr. Fontaine); genitalia Libert 03-302.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Mount Eloumden near Yaounde (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Bitje (Libert, 2005); Dja (Libert, 2005); Nazare (Libert, 2005); Nyazanga (Libert, 2005); Belabo (Libert, 2005); Bertoua (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Ivindo N.P. (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Kelle (Libert, 2005); Ouesso (Libert, 2005).

Central African Republic – Bimon (Libert, 2005); Boucha (Libert, 2005); Boukoko (Libert, 2005); Moloukou (Libert, 2005); Ndimba (Libert, 2005); Yakoli (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Katako-Kombe (TL); Kulyboku near Mbandaka (Libert, 2005); Yakoma (Libert, 2005); Beni; Biakatu (Libert, 2005); Mapimbi (Libert, 2005).

Ornipholidotos overlaeti intermedia Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos overlaeti intermedia Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 75 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Uganda:  “Kibale Forest, Toro, IV-V 1966 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Libert 00-042”.  Allotype: female, Kibale Forest, Toro, IV-V 1966 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Libert 03-088.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Sudan, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Common name: Overlaet’s glasswing.

Specific localities:

Sudan – Tembura (Libert, 2005); Yambio (Libert, 2005).

Uganda – Kibale Forest (TL); Bwamba  (Libert, 2005); Budongo (Libert, 2005); Kalinzu (Libert, 2005); Kayonza (Libert, 2005); Kibale (Libert, 2005); Toro (Libert, 2005); Mpanga-Mpigi (Libert, 2005); Tero-Buddu (Libert, 2005); Wamala-Seziwa River (Libert, 2005); Bugalla Island; Buvuma Island (Libert, 2005); Bunyenvu Forest near Iganga (Libert, 2005); Sango Bay (Libert, 2005).

Tanzania – Kasikati Basin (Mihumu) at 900 to 1 000 metres (Kielland, 1990); Minziro (Libert, 2005).

Ornipholidotos gemina Libert, 2000

Ornipholidotosgemina Libert, 2000.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 105 (5): 452 (433-466).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, 11 X 1987 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-409”.  Allotype: female, Ebogo, 11 X 1987 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-562.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos gemina gemina Libert, 2000

Ornipholidotosgemina Libert, 2000.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 105 (5): 452 (433-466).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, 11 X 1987 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-409”.  Allotype: female, Ebogo, 11 X 1987 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-562.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Ebogo (TL); Mount Febe (Libert, 2005); Mount Ngoekele (Libert, 2005); Mount Nkoltsam (Libert, 2005); Bikoman (Libert, 2005); Woobete (Libert, 2005); Bitje (Libert, 2005); Meyo Messi (Libert, 2005); Meyo Mela (Libert, 2005); Sangmelima (Libert, 2005); Metet (Libert, 2005); Maan (Libert, 2005); Masse (Libert, 2005); Balabo (Libert, 2005); Deng Deng (Libert, 2005); Ngelebock (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Lukolela near Mbandaka (Libert, 2005).
Ornipholidotos gemina fournierae Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos gemina fournierae Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 77 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Uganda: “Malange, (R.A. Dummer); genitalia Libert 03-053”.  Allotype: female, Malange, Uganda (R.A. Dummer); genitalia Libert 03-077.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Central African Republic – Batalimo (Libert, 2005); Bimon (Libert, 2005); Bouchia (Libert, 2005); Yakoli (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kapanga (Libert, 2005); Kafakumba (Libert, 2005); Beni (Libert, 2005); Biakatu (Libert, 2005); Manzumba (Libert, 2005); May Moya (Libert, 2005); SW Kisangani (Libert, 2005).

Uganda – Malange (TL); Seziwa near Kampala (Libert, 2005); Jinja (Libert, 2005).

Tanzania – Mihimu-Kigoma (Libert, 2005).
Ornipholidotos onitshae Stempffer, 1962

Ornipholidotos onitshae Stempffer, 1962.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 24 (4): 1135 (1135-1181).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Onitsha, Awka, Mamu Forest, X 1959 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Stempffer 5296”.  Allotype: female, Onitsha, Awka, Mamu Forest, X 1959 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Libert 03-613.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Fula Wusu (Libert, 2005).

Ivory Coast – Issia (Larsen, 2005a); Tiassale (Larsen, 2005a); Bossematie (Larsen, 2005a); Yeale (Larsen, 2005a); Mount Peko (Libert, 2005).

Ghana – Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Kumasi (Larsen, 2005a); Apemedi (Libert, 2005); Ashanti (Libert, 2005); Bonkro (Libert, 2005); Daboase (Libert, 2005); Kibi (Libert, 2005); Likpe (Libert, 2005); Mpasaso (Libert, 2005); Tano Ofin (Libert, 2005).

Nigeria – Mamu Forest (TL); Ikom in the Cross River loop (Larsen, 2005a); Bassa prov. (Libert, 2005); Butatong-Calabar (Libert, 2005); Ilaro (Libert, 2005); Oban (Libert, 2005); Obubra (Libert, 2005); Obudu (Libert, 2005); Umuhaia (Libert, 2005); Udi (Libert, 2005).

Cameroon – Johann Albrechts Hohe (Libert, 2005).

Common name: Onitsha glasswing.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Commoner in Nigeria than west of the Dahomey Gap (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
O. congoensis subgroup

O. congoensis complex

Ornipholidotos congoensis Stempffer, 1964

Ornipholidotos congoensis Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26 (4): 1228 (1226-1287).

Type locality: Congo: “Moyen-Congo ex français, Ouesso, forêt de Ketta, V 1960 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Stempffer 5476”.  Allotype: female, Moyen-Congo ex français, Ouesso, forêt de Ketta, V 1960 (T.H.E. Jackson).  Holotype male and allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic; Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Edea (Libert, 2005); Bango (Libert, 2005); Diang (Libert, 2005); Yaounde (Libert, 2005); Sangmelima (Libert, 2005); Maan (Libert, 2005); Moloundou (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Ivido N.P. (Libert, 2005)

Congo – Ouesso (TL); Etoumbe (Libert, 2005); Kelle (Libert, 2005); Ketta (Libert, 2005); Odzala (Libert, 2005); Sembe (Libert, 2005).

Central African Republic – Bimon (Libert, 2005); Boucha (Libert, 2005); Boukoko (Libert, 2005); Karana (Libert, 2005); Yakoli (Libert, 2005); Bangui (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kinshasa (Libert, 2005); Yakoma (Libert, 2005); Katako-Kombe (Libert, 2005); Kapanga (Libert, 2005); Lutahe (Libert, 2005); Upper Kasai district (Libert, 2005); Paulis (Libert, 2005); Beni (Libert, 2005); Nile-Congo divide (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos oremansi Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos oremansi Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 82 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lukolela, Equateur, 1 XI 1992 (P. Oremans); genitalia Libert 103-167.”  Allotype: female, Lukolela, Equateur, 1 XI 1992 (P. Oremans); genitalia Libert 103-216.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Lukolela (TL); Eala (Libert, 2005); Kuluboku (Libert, 2005); Mbandaka (Libert, 2005); Mai Ndombe (Libert, 2005); Kuma, S Ubangi (Libert, 2005); 100 km SW Kisangani (Libert, 2005).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos michelae Libert, 2000

Ornipholidotosmichelae Libert, 2000.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 105 (5): 453 (433-466).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Mount Kala, Yaounde, env. 1050 m, XI 1986 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-424”.  Neallotype: female, Mount Febe (Yaounde), env. 1000 m, Cameroon, XI 1986 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-623.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Mount Kala (TL); Mount Febe (Libert, 2005); Bango near Bafia (Libert, 2005); Mount Ngoekele (Libert, 2005); Mount Nkolkomou (Libert, 2005); Mbankomo (Libert, 2005); Meyila (Libert, 2005); Ototomo (Libert, 2005); Nyazanga (Libert, 2005); Sangmelima (Libert, 2005); Metet (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos josianae Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos josianae Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 84 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kalinzu, 1500 m, VI 1993; genitalia Libert 102-229.”  Allotype: female, Kalinzu, 1500 m, V 1998; genitalia Libert 105-303.  Holotype male and allotype female in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.

Distribution: Uganda (south).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Kalinzu (TL); Mpanga Mpigi (Libert, 2005); Mawakota Mpigi (Libert, 2005).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos dargei Libert, 2000

Ornipholidotos dargei Libert, 2000.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 105 (5): 459 (433-466).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Mont Kala, Yaounde, env. 1050 m, XII 1987 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-352”.  Allotype: female, Mont Kala, Yaounde, env. 1050 m, XII 1987 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-553.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Mount Kala, Yaounde (TL); Maan (Collins et al., 2003); Mount Nkoltsam (Libert, 2005); Ekoum (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Lolodorf (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos likouala Stempffer, 1969

Ornipholidotos likouala Stempffer, 1969.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 31 (1): 92 (87-101).

Type locality: Congo: “Congo-Brazzaville, Kellé, X 1963 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Stempffer 6291”.  Allotype: female, Etoumbi, Congo, 1960 (T.H.E. Jackson).  Holotype male and allotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Congo.

Specific localities:

Congo – Kelle (TL); Etoumbi (Libert, 2005); Sembe (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
O. jacksoni group

Ornipholidotos jacksoni Stempffer, 1961

Ornipholidotos jacksoni Stempffer, 1961.  Annales Musée Royal de l’Afrique Centrale (8) 94: 11 (73 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Sango Bay, Katera, IV 1956 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Stempffer 4649”.  Allotype: female, Kalinzu Forest, W. Ankole, Katera, Uganda, I 1935 (T.H.E. Jackson).  Holotype male and allotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos jacksoni jacksoni Stempffer, 1961

Ornipholidotos jacksoni Stempffer, 1961.  Annales Musée Royal de l’Afrique Centrale (8) 94: 11 (73 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Sango Bay, Katera, IV 1956 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Stempffer 4649”.  Allotype: female, Kalinzu Forest, W. Ankole, Katera, Uganda, I 1935 (T.H.E. Jackson).  Holotype male and allotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east), Uganda (south), Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Beni (Libert, 2005).

Uganda – Sango Bay (TL); Kalinzu Forest (Libert, 2005); Kayonza (Libert, 2005); Kibale (Libert, 2005); Mabira (Libert, 2005); Mpigi Mpanga (Libert, 2005)

Kenya – Kakamega (Libert, 2005).

Tanzania – Minziro (Libert, 2005).
Ornipholidotos jacksoni occidentalis Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos jacksoni occidentalis Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 91 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Campo, XII 1993 (S. Collins); genitalia ABRI SCC 445.”  Allotype: female, Mbanza, Odzala N.P., Congo II 1995 (P.N. & S. Collins); genitalia Libert 100-538.  Holotype male and allotype female in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Gabon.

Specifc localities:

Cameroon – Campo (TL); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Mount Kala (Libert, 2005); Mount Messa (Libert, 2005); Sangmelima (Libert, 2005); Dja (Libert, 2005); Moloundou (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Mbanza, Odzala N.P. (Libert, 2005); Mambili (Libert, 2005); Ouesso (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Langoue (Libert, 2005); Ivindo N.P. (Libert, 2005).
Ornipholidotos issia Stempffer, 1969

Ornipholidotos issia Stempffer, 1969.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 31 (3): 929 (927-950).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Côte d’Ivoire, Issia, XI 1966 (B.K. Watulege); genitalia Stempffer 6265”.  Allotype: female, Côte d’Ivoire, Issia, XI 1966 (B.K. Watulege).  Holotype male and allotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Guinea (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Sierra Leone (Collins et al., 2003), Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Mamou, 90 km north of Conakry (Collins et al., 2003).

Sierra Leone – one male, no locality (Libert, 2005).
Ivory Coast – Issia (TL).

Ghana – Kibi (Libert, 2005); Konongo (Libert, 2005); Mpasaso (Libert, 2005); Tano Ofin (Libert, 2005).

Common name: Côte d’Ivoire glasswing.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos goodgerae Libert, 2000

Ornipholidotos goodgerae Libert, 2000.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 105 (5): 455 (433-466).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, VII-VIII 1909 (D.S.); genitalia Libert 00-317”.  Known only from the holotype male, which is in the N.H.M., London (Libert, 2005).

Distribution: Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Bitje (TL).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos ivoiriensis Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos ivoiriensis Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 94 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Grabo, XII 1964 (P. Doho); genitalia Libert 00-054.”  Holotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.  Known only from two females (Libert, 2005).

Distribution: Ivory Coast (south).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Grabo (TL); Tiassale (Libert, 2005).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
O. sylpha group

O. sylpha subgroup

Ornipholidotos sylpha (Kirby, 1890)

Larinopoda sylpha Kirby, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 266 (261-274).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Barombi Station, 1889 (Preuss)”.  Neallotype: female, Barombi Staion, Cameroon (Preuss).  Holotype male and neallotype female in Z.M.H.U., Berlin.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Barombi Station (TL); Maan (Libert, 2005); Bombe (Libert, 2005); Bonepoupa (Libert, 2005); Douala (Libert, 2005); Kumba (Libert, 2005); Londji (Libert, 2005); Ndoupe (Libert, 2005); Lolodorf (Libert, 2005); Sangmelima (Libert, 2005); Bitje (Libert, 2005); Nlong (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Yokaduma (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Sembe (Libert, 2005); Kelle (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
O. ntebi complex

Ornipholidotos ntebi (Bethune-Baker, 1906)

Pentila ntebi Bethune-Baker, 1906.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 7: 105 (104-110).

Type locality: Uganda: “N’tebi, III-V 1895 (F.J. Jackson)”.  Neallotype: female, Port Alice, Uganda, 10 III 1897 (Dr. Ansorge); genitalia Libert 03-624.  Holotype male and neallotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west), Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Bwamba (Libert, 2005); Katera (Libert, 2005); Entebbe (Libert, 2005).

Kenya – Kakamega (Libert, 2005).
Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest (common in both); Munene Forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Beni (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Habits: The flight is very feeble and specimens hover about in half shade, often fairly high up in the trees.  Mimics day-flying arctiid moths (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos nbeti Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos nbeti Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 99 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Afanessele, IX 1987 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-660.”  Allotype: male, Afanessele, IX 1987 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 00-061.  Holotype female and allotype male in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Afanessele (TL); Bamendjou near Bafoussam (Libert, 2005); Mount Febe (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Nlong (Libert, 2005); Bitje (Libert, 2005); Mount Mengale near Lolodorf (Libert, 2005); Maan (Libert, 2005); Efulen (Libert, 2005).

Equatorial Guinea – Alen (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Etoumbi (Libert, 2005); Sembe (Libert, 2005).

Central African Republic – Bangui (Libert, 2005); Boukoko (Libert, 2005); near Mbaiki (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Lukolela (Libert, 2005); Mbandaka (Libert, 2005); Katako-Kombe (Libert, 2005).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos ducarmei Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos ducarmei Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 100 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Beni, 22 I 1990 (R. Ducarme); genitalia Libert 03-339.”  Allotype: male, Beni, D.R.C., 25 I 1992 (S. Collins); genitalia Libert 05-327.  Holotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium and allotype male in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Beni (TL); Biakatu (Libert, 2005); Mambasa (Libert, 2005); Mapimbi (Libert, 2005); Watalinga (Libert, 2005); Lowa (Libert, 2005); Lomani (Opala) (Libert, 2005).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos ghesquierei Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos ghesquierei Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 101 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Eala, VIII 1936 (J. Ghesquiere); genitalia Stempffer 4700.  Holotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.  Known only from the female holotype (Libert, 2005).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Eala (TL).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
O. latimargo subgroup

Ornipholidotos latimargo (Hawker-Smith, 1933)

Pentila latimargo Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Stylops 2: 3 (1-12).

Type locality: Sudan: “South Sudan: Yambio, Bahr-el-Ghazal, (T.A. Barns)”.  Allotype: female, Mpanga Forest, Toro, 4800 ft, 13-23 XI 1911 (S.A. Neave).  Holotype male and allotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Sudan (south), Uganda (south-west), Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east and south-east), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Sudan – Yambio (TL); Tembura (Libert, 2005).

Uganda – Budongo (Libert, 2005); Bugoma (Libert, 2005); Kagera (Libert, 2005); Kalinzu (Libert, 2005); Katera (Libert, 2005); Mpanga-Toro (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Beni (Libert, 2005); Biakatu (Libert, 2005); Paulis (Libert, 2005); Kafakumba (Libert, 2005); Kapanga (Libert, 2005).

Tanzania – Kere Hill in Minziro Forest (rare) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Flies with a hovering flight among forest trees, three to six metres above the ground.  Mimics certain day-flying moths of the family Arctiidae (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos jax Collins & Larsen, 1998

Ornipholidotos jax Collins and Larsen, 1998.  Metamorphosis 9 (2): 70.

Type locality: Central African Republic: “Boukoko (near Bangui), 6 XI 1995 (S.C. Collins); genitalia Libert 04-165.  Neallotype: male, Boukoko (near Bangui), 20 XI 1995 (S.C. Collins); genitalia ABRI SCC 315.  Holotype female and neallotype male in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.  Described from three males and two females, all from the type locality.

Distribution: Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Central African Republic – Boukoko near Bangui (TL).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
O. tanganyikae subgroup

Ornipholidotos tanganyikae Kielland, 1983

Ornipholidotos tanganyikae Kielland, 1983.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 95: 107 (107-110).

General remarks: In his book, Butterflies of Tanzania (1990), Kielland refers to a species Ornipholidotos kigoma Kielland, 1983, which presumably refers to O. tanganyikae since no description of the former could be found in the literature.  O. kigoma is also not listed in Ackery et al. (1995) [MCW].  This is confirmed by Libert, 2005: 104.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kefu forest, Kigoma, 17 IV 1971 (J. Kielland); genitalia Kielland 2448”.  Allotype: female, Kefu forest, Kigoma, Tanzania, IV 1972 (J. Kielland).  Holotype male and allotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Tanzania (Kigoma, Mpanda).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kefu Forest (TL); Lubalizi River (Kielland, 1990); Mishamu (Kielland, 1990); Kabira Forest (Libert, 2005); Ntakatta Forest (Libert, 2005).

Habitat: Riverine forest at altitudes of 900 to 1 300 metres (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Apparently a rare insect (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos irwini Collins & Larsen, 1998

Ornipholidotos irwini Collins & Larsen, 1998.  Metamorphosis 9 (2): 72.
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Ornipholidotos irwini.  Male, Cameroon, upperside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Batanga, I 1997 (S. Collins); genitalia ABRI SCC 334”.  Neallotype: female, Campo, Cameroon XII 1993 (S. Collins); genitalia Libert 04-319.  Holotype mael and neallotype female in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.

Distribution: Ghana (Collins, et al., 2003), Cameroon, Gabon (Libert, vide Collins, et al., 2003).
Specific localities:

Ghana – Daboase (Libert, teste Larsen (2005a)); Ashanti (Libert, 2005).

Cameroon – Batanga (TL); Ebogo (Collins et al., 2003); Ndoupe (Collins et al., 2003); Campo (Libert, 2005); Mount Febe (Libert, 2005); Mount Messa (Libert, 2005); Ekoum (Libert, 2005); Ototomo (Libert, 2005); Adjap near Ebolowa (Libert, 2005); Nyazanga near Sagmelima (Libert, 2005); Lolodorf (Libert, 2005); Batanga (Libert, 2005); Bipindi (Libert, 2005); Bule country (Libert, 2005); Londji (Libert, 2005); Maan (Libert, 2005); Ndjock (Libert, 2005); Moloundou (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Kangwe (Libert, 2005); Lake Azingo (Libert, 2005); Mboumie (Libert, 2005); Nyonie (Libert, 2005).
Common name: Vane-Wright’s glasswing.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
O. emarginata group

Ornipholidotos emarginata (Hawker-Smith, 1933)

Pentila emarginata Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Stylops 2: 4 (1-12).

Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “Lowowo Valley, South Lowa District, West Kivu, 4000 feet. 24 III 1924 (T.A. Barns)”.  Neallotype: female, Biakatu, 1050 m, DRC, 15 XII 200 [sic] (R. Ducarme).  Holotype male in N.H.M., London and neallotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Flies in the shade (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Flight period: Recorded in March (nominate subspecies); December and May (ssp. maxima Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos emarginata emarginata (Hawker-Smith, 1933)

Pentila emarginata Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Stylops 2: 4 (1-12).

Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “Lowowo Valley, South Lowa District, West Kivu, 4000 feet. 24 III 1924 (T.A. Barns)”.  Neallotype: female, Biakatu, 1050 m, DRC, 15 XII 200 [sic] (R. Ducarme).  Holotype male in N.H.M., London and neallotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Lowowo Valley (TL); Biakatu (Libert, 2005).
Ornipholidotos emarginata maxima Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos emarginata maxima Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 109 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kere Hill, Minziro Forest, 1250 m, XI 1996 (T.C.E. Congdon & M. Hussein)”.  Allotype: female, Kere Hill, Minziro Forest, 1250 m, 31 XII 1994 (T.C.E. Congdon & M. Hussein).  Holotype male and allotype female in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.

Distribution: Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill in Minziro Forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Ornipholidotos aureliae Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos aureliae Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 110 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kasungo, North Kivu, 2000 m, 27 II 2003 (R. Ducarme).  Allotype: female, Kasungo, North Kivu, 2000 m, II 2003 (R. Ducarme)  Holotype male and allotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kasungo (TL).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
O. henrii group

Ornipholidotos henrii Libert, 2000

Ornipholidotos henrii Libert, 2000.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 105 (5): 460 (433-466).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Dja River, dry season (G.L. Bates); genitalia Stempffer 3226”.  Holotype male in N.H.M., London.  Known only from two males (Libert, 2005).

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Bitje (TL).

Congo – single male, locality not specified (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
O. tirza supergroup

O. tirza group

O. tirza subgroup

Ornipholidotos tirza (Hewitson, 1873)

Pentila tirza Hewitson, 1873.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 125 (122-125).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon (Rogers)”.  Holotype male in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Gabon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Mount Kala (Libert, 2005); Mount Messa (Libert, 2005); Mount Ngoekele (Libert, 2005); Nlong (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Sanmelima (Nyazanga) (Libert, 2005); Mount Mengale (Libert, 2005); near Lolodorf (Libert, 2005); Campo (Libert, 2005); Bule Country (Libert, 2005); Maan (Libert, 2005); Moloundou (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Likilemba (Libert, 2005); Etoumbi (Libert, 2005); Odzala (Libert, 2005); Kelle (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Keri (Libert, 2005); Lope (Libert, 2005); Nyonye (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos nancy Collins & Larsen, 2000

Ornipholidotos nancy Collins and Larsen, 2000.  Metamorphosis 11 (2): 61 (57-75).

Type locality: Congo: “Kelle, X.1963 (T.H.E. Jackson)”.  Holotype male in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.

Distribution: Congo

Specific localities:

Congo – Kelle (TL); Odzala National Park (Collins & Larsen, 2000).

Habitat: Forest.

Flight period: Recorded in October and January.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos paradoxa (Druce, 1910)

Pentila paradoxa Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 357 (356-378).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja river, 2000 ft, dry season (G.L. Bates)”.  Holotype male in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Flies very feebly.  Often two or more individuals may be observed circling each other a few metres above the ground in the semi-shade of large trees (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos paradoxa paradoxa (Druce, 1910)

Pentila paradoxa Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 357 (356-378).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja river, 2000 ft, dry season (G.L. Bates)”.  Holotype male in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Bitje (TL); Akok (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Maan (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Etoumbi (Libert, 2005); Odzala (Libert, 2005); Sembe (Libert, 2005).

Ornipholidotos paradoxa centralis Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos paradoxa centralis Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 118 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Central African Republic: “Bobassa, IX 1997 (S. Collins); genitalia Libert 100-526.  Holotype male in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.

Distribution: Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Central African Republic – Bobassa (TL); Bangui (Libert, 2005); Boukoko (Libert, 2005); near Mbaiki (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Eala (Libert, 2005); Lukolela (Libert, 2005); Katako-Kombe (Libert, 2005); Kafakumba (Libert, 2005); Kapanga (Libert, 2005); Sandoa (Libert, 2005); Paulis (Libert, 2005).

Ornipholidotos paradoxa orientis Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos paradoxa orientis Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 119 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Uganda: “Katera, Sango Bay, IV 1956 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Stempffer 5304”.  Holotype male in M.N.H.M., Paris.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Mount Hoyo (Libert, 2005); Beni (Libert, 2005); Biakatu (Libert, 2005); Manzumbu (Libert, 2005); Rutshuru (Libert, 2005); Lowa Valley (Libert, 2005).

Uganda – Katera, Sango Bay (TL); Bwamba (Libert, 2005); Kayonza (Libert, 2005); Kalinzu (Libert, 2005); Budongo (Libert, 2005); Bugoma (Libert, 2005); Bugalla Island (Libert, 2005); Tero (Libert, 2005); Mabira (Libert, 2005).

Tanzania – Kere Hill and Bulembe in Minziro Forest; a hill in Kikuru Forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
O. perfragilis subgroup

Ornipholidotos perfragilis (Holland, 1890)

Larinopoda perfragilis Holland, 1890.  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass. 5: 427 (423-431).

Type locality: Gabon: “Kangwe; genitalia Clench C-572”.  Neallotype: male, Benito, Equatorial Guinea; genitalia Libert 00-213.  Holotype female and neallotype male in C.M.N.H., Pittsburgh.

Distribution: Cameroon (south), Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Maan (Libert, 2005).
Equatorial Guinea – Benito (Libert, 2005).
Gabon – Kangwe (TL); Lake Azingo (Libert, 2005); Mboumie (Libert, 2005); Ndjole (Libert, 2005); Nyonie (Libert, 2005); Tchimbele (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Kuilu (Libert, 2005).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos sylphida (Staudinger, 1892)

Larinopoda sylphida Staudinger, 1892.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 4: 217 (215-223).

Synonym of O. perfragilis (Holland, 1890).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Ornipholidotos sylphida (Staudinger, 1892).  Libert, 2000.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Victoria aus dem Kamerun-Gebiet, 1889 (Teusz); genitalia Libert 00-159”.  Neallotype: female, Victoria, 1890; genitalia Libert 00-180.  Lectotype male and neallotype female in Z.M.H.U., Berlin.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Angola.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Victoria (TL); Johann Albrechts (Libert, 2005); Bombe (Libert, 2005); Bonepoupa (Libert, 2005); Edea (Libert, 2005); Ndoupe (Libert, 2005); Ndjock (Libert, 2005); Kribi (Libert, 2005); Bidou (Libert, 2005); Mamelles massif (Libert, 2005); Campo (Libert, 2005); Ngoyang (Libert, 2005); Lolodorf (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – Kangwe (Libert, 2005).
Angola – Pungo Andango (Libert, 2005).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos nympha Libert, 2000

Ornipholidotos nympha Libert, 2000.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 105 (5): 465 (433-466).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Awka, Mamu Forest, IV 1960; genitalia Libert 100-358”.  Allotype: female, Awka, Mamu Forest, IV 1960; genitalia Libert 100-363.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Abengourou (Libert, 2005).

Ghana – Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Daboase (Libert, 2005); Kibi (Libert, 2005); Mpasaso (Libert, 2005); Sagamase (Libert, 2005); Tano Ofin (Libert, 2005).

Nigeria – Mamu Forest (TL); Okomu (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a); Obudu (Libert, 2005); Ikom (Libert, 2005); Akpabuyo (Libert, 2005); Calabar (Libert, 2005); Mkpot (Libert, 2005); Umuhaia (Libert, 2005); Obubra (Libert, 2005).

Common name: Western fragile glasswing.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos mathildae Libert, 2000

Ornipholidotos mathildae Libert, 2000.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 105 (5): 464 (433-466).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Afanessele, 27 IX 1987 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-530”.  Allotype: female, Afanessele, 27 IX 1987 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-543.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Cameroon, Central African Republic.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos mathildae mathildae Libert, 2000

Ornipholidotos mathildae Libert, 2000.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 105 (5): 464 (433-466).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Afanessele, 27 IX 1987 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-530”.  Allotype: female, Afanessele, 27 IX 1987 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-543.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.H.N.H., Paris.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Afanessele (TL); Mount Febe (Libert, 2005); Mount Messa (Libert, 2005); Mount Kala (Libert, 2005); Mount Nkolbisson (Libert, 2005); Ototomo (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); Obout (Libert, 2005); Bitje (Libert, 2005); Mekes (Libert, 2005); Nyazanga (Libert, 2005); Meyo Messi near Sangmelima (Libert, 2005); Lolodorf (Libert, 2005); Djoum (Libert, 2005); Moloundou (Libert, 2005).
Ornipholidotos mathildae uniformis Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos mathildae uniformis Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 125 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Central African Republic: “Bimon, VII 1996 (S. Collins)”.  Allotype: female, Yombo, Central African Republic, XI 1995 (S. Collins).  Holotype male and allotype female in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.

Distribution: Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Central African Republic – Bimon (TL); Yombo (Libert, 2005); Moloukou (Libert, 2005).
Ornipholidotos carolinae Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos carolinae Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 126 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Yeale, IX 1999 (H. Warren-Gash); genitalia Libert 01-009.”  Holotype male in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.  Known only from the male holotype (Libert, 2005).

Distribution: Ivory Coast.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Yeale (TL).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
O. ackeryi group

Ornipholidotos ackeryi Libert, 2000

Ornipholidotos ackeryi Libert, 2000.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 105 (5): 458 (433-466).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Mamfe, IX 1956 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Libert 00-301”.  Holotype male in N.H.M., London.  Known only from the male holotype (Libert, 2005).

Distribution: Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Mamfe (Libert, 2005).
Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Ornipholidotos kennedyi Libert, 2005

Ornipholidotos kennedyi Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 127 (pp. 163).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Maan, XI 2000 (ABRI coll.); genitalia Libert 00-537.”  Allotype: female, Maan, XI 2002 (ABRI coll.); genitalia Libert 04-335.  Holotype male and allotype female in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Maan (TL); Ebogo (Libert, 2005).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
O. nguru group

Ornipholidotos nguru Kielland, 1987

Ornipholidotos nguru Kielland, 1987.  Lambillionea 87: 43 (38-45, 75-79).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Nguru Mts., Mkombola, 1400 m, 25 XI 1983 (J. Kielland)”.  Holotype female in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.  Described from a single female.

General remarks: The male is figured for the first time, in colour, by Collins et al., 2003, as well as the male genitalia.  Libert (2005) was able to examine 45 males and 15 females from the type locality.
Distribution: Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mkombola (TL).
Habitat: Submontane evergreen forest.  The type female was captured in forest above Mkombola (1 400 metres).  A second specimen was observed perching on a dead twig, high up (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
O. peucetia supergroup

Ornipholidotos peucetia (Hewitson, 1866)

Pentila peucetia Hewitson, 1866 in Hewitson, 1862-6.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 119 (124 pp.). London.
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Ornipholidotos peucetia peucetia.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Amatongas, P.E.A.  19.4.59.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3752).
Type locality: “Zambezi”.  Neotype: male, Mlanje, Malawi, 16 IV 1913 (S.A. Neave).  Neallotype: female, Mlanje, Malawi, 28 IV 1913 (S.A. Neave).  Neotype male and neallotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Somalia, Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa.

Common name: Large glasswing; white mimic.

Habitat: Riverine vegetation, forest and heavy woodland.  In Tanzania the nominate subspecies occurs at altitudes from 800 to 1 200 metres; subspecies peuceda from sea level to 1 500 metres (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is weak and rarely sustained.  Specimens keep to shady spots in the forest (Larsen, 1991).  Settles, often in small groups, on exposed twigs and grass stems (Kielland, 1990).  Specimens also settle on low shrubs, with the wings held erect (Pringle et al., 1994).  Larsen (1991) suggests that the larvae feed on specific “ant-trees”.  Pringle (1995) noted that individuals tend to occur in colonies of small extent and are not very active, sitting motionless for long periods of time.  On hot sunny days males become more active at about 13h00 and ascend to flutter around in the forest canopy (Pringle, 1995).  Females oviposit at the base of large trees, on a greenish lichen (Pringle, 1995).  The butterfly may be distasteful – when the thorax is squeezed an acrid fluid is released; additionally the thorax is tough and rubbery (Pringle, 1995).

Flight period: December to May for the nominate subspecies in Zimbabwe (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Pringle, et al., 1994: 129
"Bampton recorded eggs, larvae and pupae on algae on trunks of Bauhinia thonningii and Khaya nyassica in Zambia".
Pringle, 1995: 6 [as Ornipholidotos peucetia penningtoni; St. Lucia and Enseleni, KwaZulu-Natal].


“The eggs are exceptionally small, even for a lycaenid, and are light green when laid, darkening within a very short period to a blackish green, which renders them nearly invisible to the naked eye.  The trees on which these eggs were laid were those of Celtis africana [St.Lucia], but at a second colony found later at Enseleni, the trees were Ficus sycomorus.  Both tree species have white-coloured trunks.  Each colony encompasses a maximum of 5 big trees, which leads one to conclude that an ant species must be utilised, as similar groves of trees with lichen are common throughout these forests, and yet are not frequented.”

Larval food:

Algae (Cyanophyta) on the trunks of Bauhinia thonningii and Khaya nyassica, in Zambia [Bampton, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 129].

Greenish tree lichen (Lichenes) growing on the trunks of Celtis africana and Ficus sycomorus [Pringle, 1995: 6; St. Lucia and Enseleni, respectively, KwaZulu-Natal].
Ornipholidotos peucetia peucetia (Hewitson, 1866)

Pentila peucetia Hewitson, 1866 in Hewitson, 1862-6.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 119 (124 pp.). London.
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Ornipholidotos peucetia peucetia.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Amatongas, P.E.A.  19.4.59.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3752).
Type locality: “Zambezi”.  Neotype: male, Mlanje, Malawi, 16 IV 1913 (S.A. Neave).  Neallotype: female, Mlanje, Malawi, 28 IV 1913 (S.A. Neave).  Neotype male and neallotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Uganda (south-west), Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Haut-Shaba), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Kagera River (Libert, 2005); Kayonza (Libert, 2005).

Rwanda – Akagera (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Luvua (Libert, 2005); Lupweshi (Libert, 2005).

Tanzania – from Kigoma and Mpanda to Tukuyu and Rondo Plateau in S.E. Tanzania (Kielland, 1990); Kiengulu (Libert, 2005); Morogoro (Libert, 2005); Songea (Libert, 2005).

Malawi – Mlanje (TL).

Zambia – Mwinilunga (Heath et al., 2002); Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002) ; Mumbezhi (Heath et al., 2002); Mpongwe (Heath et al., 2002); Ndola (Heath et al., 2002); Mufulira (Heath et al., 2002); Shiwa Ngandu (Heath et al., 2002); Kalungwishi (Heath et al., 2002); Lumangwe Falls (Heath et al., 2002); Petauke (Heath et al., 2002).
Mozambique – Savane near Beira (Pringle et al., 1994); Dondo (Pringle et al., 1994); Xiluvo (Pringle et al., 1994); Amatongas (Pringle et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Mutare Park (Pinhey and Sheppard); Mount Selinda (Pringle et al., 1994); Honde River (Pennington); Rutenga (Pennington).

Ornipholidotos peucetia peuceda (Grose-Smith, 1889)

Larinopoda peuceda Grose-Smith, 1889.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 3: 134 (121-137).

Type locality: Kenya: “in the neighbourhood of Mombasa (Last)”.  Neallotype: female, Mombasa (Last).  Holotype male and neallotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Somalia (south), Kenya, Tanzania (east).

Specific localities:

Somalia – Oltregubia (Jubaland) (Storace, 1947); Ola Uager (Storace, 1947).

Kenya – Mombasa (TL); Chyulu Hills (van Someren, 1939); coast (Larsen, 1991); lower Meru Forest (Larsen, 1991); Thika (Larsen, 1991); Marsabit (Larsen, 1991); Mbeu Forest (Libert, 2005); Witu (Libert, 2005); Teita Hills (Libert, 2005); Kibwezi (Libert, 2005).
Tanzania – Mikumi, south of Morogoro (Kielland, 1990); Uluguru Mts (Kielland, 1990); Pugu Hills (Kielland, 1990); Pemba I. (Kielland, 1990); Usambaras (Kielland, 1990), Mt Meru in northern Tanzania (Kielland, 1990); Arusha (Libert, 2005); Zanzibar (Libert, 2005); Lindi (Libert, 2005); Rondo Plateau (Libert, 2005); Kanga (Libert, 2005); Turiani (Libert, 2005); Kimboza (Libert, 2005).

chyuluensis van Someren, 1939 (as ssp. of Pentila peucetia).  Journal of the East Africa and Uganda Natural History Society 14: 146 (130-151).  Type locality: Kenya: [Chyulu Hills].  Type in N.H.M., London.  Synonymized with O. peucetia peuceda (Grose-Smith, 1889) by Libert, 2005: 136.
orientalis Storace, 1947 (as ssp. of Pentila peucetia).  Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale (di Genova) Giacomo Doria 63: 77 (77-78).  Somalia: “Oltregiuba (Jubaland), Ola Uager”.  Type in Musee de Genes.
Ornipholidotos peucetia penningtoni (Riley, 1944)

Pentila peucetia penningtoni Riley, 1944.  Entomologist 77: 29 (28-29).

Type locality: South Africa: “Hluhluwe, False Bay, Zululand, 15 XII 1939 (K.M. Pennington)”.  Allotype: female, Hluhluwe, False Bay, Zululand, 15 XII 1939 (K.M. Pennington).  Holotype male and allotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal - north).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – west side of False Bay (Pennington); Mtunzini (Swanepoel); Hluhluwe Game Reserve (Van Son); Emanguzi Forest (Bell-Marley). Maputa (Swanepoel, 1953); Nyalazi River (Libert, 2005).
Genus Torbenia Libert, 2000
Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 105 (5): 435 (433-466).
Type-species: Ornipholidotos larseni Stempffer, 1969.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing five species.

Torbenia larseni (Stempffer, 1969)

Ornipholidotos larseni Stempffer, 1969.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 31: 90 (87-101).

Torbenia larseni (Stempffer, 1969).  Libert, 2000 comb. nov.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Awka, Mamu Forest, V-VI 1959 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Stempffer 5826”.  Neallotype: female, Ndoupe, Cameroon, 18 I 1988 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-664.  Holotype male and neallotype female in M.N.H.N., Paris.

Distribution: Nigeria (south), Cameroon (west).


Recorded, in error, from Ghana by Libert, 2000 (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Awka, Mamu Forest (TL); Ilaro Forest north of Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Calabar in the Cross River loop (Larsen, 2005a); Aningege (Libert, 2005); Ikom (Libert, 2005); Mkpot (Libert, 2005).

Cameroon – Ndoupe (Libert, 2005); Barombi (Libert, 2005); Bombe (Libert, 2005); Bonepoupa (Libert, 2005); Dikola (Libert, 2005); Douala (Libert, 2005); Edea (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005); A. Banso (Libert, 2005); Mount Banso (Libert, 2005).

Common name: Larsen’s glasswing.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Torbenia wojtusiaki Libert, 2000

Torbenia wojtusiaki Libert, 2000.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 105 (5): 449 (433-466).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Bendel State, Okomu forest, 16-17 II 1986 (J. Wojtusiak); genitalia Libert 00-168”.  Allotype: female, Bendel State, Okomu forest, 16-17 II 1986 (J. Wojtusiak); genitalia Libert 00-165.  Holotype male and allotype female in Musee de Cracovie.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Abengourou (Larsen, 2005a); Tai (Larsen, 2005a); Issia (Libert, 2005).

Ghana – Kumasi (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Libert, 2005); Apemedi (Libert, 2005); Mpasaso (Libert, 2005); Tano Ofin (Libert, 2005); Sagamese-Kibi (Libert, 2005).

Nigeria – Okomu Forest (TL); Omo (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Wojtusiak’s glasswing.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A rare species, occasionally found feeding from extrafloral nectaries on Marantochloa shoots together with other Ornipholidotos species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Torbenia aurivilliusi (Stempffer, 1967)

Ornipholidotos aurivilliusi Stempffer, 1967.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 29 (3): 983 (978-1000).

Torbenia aurivilliusi (Stempffer, 1967).  Libert, 2000: 447 comb. nov.
Type locality: Gabon: “bas Ogooué, N’gomo, (Haug); genitalia Stempffer 1826”.  Neallotype: female, Kangwe, Ogove River, Gabon (Good); genitalia Libert 00-209.  Holotype male in M.N.H.N., Paris and  neallotype female in C.M.N.H., Pittsburgh.

Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Kribi (Libert, 2005); Maan (Libert, 2005); Mbebe (Libert, 2005); Meyo Messi (Libert, 2005).
Equatorial Guinea – Benito (Libert, 2005).
Gabon – N’Gomo (TL); Kangwe (Libert, 2005); Lake Azingo (Libert, 2005); Mboumie (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Menengue (Libert, 2005).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Torbenia stempfferi Collins & Larsen, 2000

Ornipholidotos stempfferi Collins & Larsen, 2000.  Metamorphosis 11(2): 59 (57-75).

Torbenia stempfferia Collins & Larsen, 2000.  Libert, 2005 comb. nov.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroun, Sangmelima, Nyangaza, I1993 (S. Collins); genitalia ABRI, SCC 432”.  Neallotype: female, Cameroun, Sangmelima, Nyangaza, XII 1997 (S. Collins); genitalia Libert 00-498.  Holotype male and allotype female in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.”

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Torbenia stempfferi stempfferi Collins & Larsen, 2000

Ornipholidotos stempfferi Collins & Larsen, 2000.  Metamorphosis 11(2): 59 (57-75).

Torbenia stempfferia Collins & Larsen, 2000.  Libert, 2005 comb. nov.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroun, Sangmelima, Nyangaza, I1993 (S. Collins); genitalia ABRI, SCC 432”.  Neallotype: female, Cameroun, Sangmelima, Nyangaza, XII 1997 (S. Collins); genitalia Libert 00-498.  Holotype male and allotype female in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.”

Distribution: Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Sangmelima, Nyanzaga (TL); Bitje (Libert, 2005); Ebogo (Libert, 2005).
Torbenia stempfferi littoralis Collins & Larsen, 2000

Torbenia stempfferi littoralis Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 146 (pp. 163).


Type locality: Cameroon: “Maan, VI 2001 (ABRI coll.); genitalia Libert 02-175”.  Allotype: female, Maan, VI 2001 (ABRI coll.); genitalia Libert 02-171.  Holotype male and allotype female in A.B.R.I., Nairobi.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Maan (TL); Mamelles Massif (Libert, 2005); Kribi (Libert, 2005); Efulen (Libert, 2005); Lolodorf (Libert, 2005).
Torbenia stempfferi cuypersi Libert, 2005

Torbenia stempfferi cuypersi Libert, 2005.  Revision des genres Ornipholidotos Bethune-Baker et Torbenia Libert (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I., Nairobi and Lambillionea, Tervuren 146 (pp. 163).


Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lukolela, V 2003 (F. Cuypers); genitalia Libert 04-062.”  Holotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – south-east (Libert, 2005).

Congo – Kelle (Libert, 2005); Moloundou (Libert, 2005).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Lukolela (TL).
Torbenia persimilis Libert, 2000

Torbenia persimilis Libert, 2000.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 105 (5): 448 (433-466).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Telep (near Edea), I 1990 (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 99-681”.  Allotype: female, Mamfe, Cameroon, X 1956 (T.H.E. Jackson); genitalia Libert 00-298.  Holotype male in M.N.H.N., Paris.  Allotype female in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Calabar (Larsen, 2005a); Aningeye in the Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Libert, 2005).

Cameroon – Telep (TL); Bascho (Libert, 2005); Mamfe (Libert, 2005).

Gabon – ?Mboumie (Libert, 2005).
Common name: Libert’s glasswing.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A rare butterfly, centered on Cameroon (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
