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Doherty
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Subtribe Mimacraeina



Cooksonia, Mimacraea, Mimeresia.

Genus Cooksonia Druce, 1905
Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1905: 256 (251-262).
Type-species: Cooksonia trimeni Druce, by monotypy.

= Sheffieldia Druce, 1912.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 48: 128 (128-133).  Type-species: Sheffieldia neavei Druce, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing three species.

Cooksonia aliciae Talbot, 1935

Cooksonia aliciae Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 203 (202-209).

Type locality: Malawi: “Nyasaland: Maiwale, 12 miles east of Fort Johnston, 3280 feet”.

Distribution: Malawi.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cooksonia neavei (Druce, 1912)

Sheffieldia neavei Druce, 1912.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 48: 128 (128-133).

Type locality: Tanzania: German East Africa, Uhehe District, 3000-3500 ft”.

Distribution: Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Common name: Neave’s tiger mimic.

Habitat: Brachystegia woodland (Pringle et al., 1994).  Woodland (Heath et al., 2002).

Habits: The species is sedentary, spending most of the day hanging with closed wings from twigs or perched on the trunks of trees.  They are well camouflaged, resembling dead leaves.  When disturbed they will usually flutter to a new perch but if attacked they fly away rapidly, disappearing amongst the trees (Pringle et al., 1994).  Specimens fly after 15:00 on sunny days or for more extended periods on cloudy days (Bampton vide Heath et al., 2002).  Females only oviposit in the late afternoon (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Flight period: Late October to mid-November (Pringle et al., 1994).  In Tanzania only recorded in November (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Early stages:

Cottrell, in Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 83, fig. 241 vii, p.599 [locality not specified].

"I have studied the habits and reared the species through from egg to adult as well as from live larvae: it does feed on a foliose lichen (probably of the genus Parmelia)."

Pringle et al., 1994: 134
"Females have been seen fluttering around tree trunks and laying eggs on tree lichens.  The species has been bred from material obtained by Cottrell and others."
Bampton, in Congdon & Collins, 1998: 60.
Larval food:

(probably) Parmelia species (Lichenes), on tree trunks [Cottrell, in Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 83; locality not specified].

Cooksonia neavei neavei (Druce, 1912)

Sheffiedia neavei Druce, 1912.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 48: 128 (128-133).

Type locality: Tanzania: German East Africa, Uhehe District, 3000-3500 ft”.

Distribution: Tanzania (south).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Madibira near Mufindi (Congdon vide Kielland, 1990); Chimala escarpment on eastern flank Kitulo Plateau at 1 200 to 1 800 m (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Cooksonia neavei rhodesiae Pinhey, 1962

Cooksonia neavei rhodesiae Pinhey, 1962.  Occasional Papers of the National Museum of Southern Rhodesia 3: 886 (871-891).
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Cooksonia neavei rhodesiae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 43mm.  Garden of 124 Gashi Avenue, Mufulira, Zambia.  4100 ft.  10.XI.1981.  M.A. Newport.  (Newport Collection).
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Cooksonia neavei rhodesiae.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 57mm.  Garden of 198 Lumumba Ave., Mufulira, Zambia.  4100 ft.  M.A. Newport.  (Newport Collection).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “south of Marandellas in Southern Rhodesia”.

Distribution: Zimbabwe (north-east), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Lusaka; Copperbelt; north-east (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – south of Marondera (Bomford; TL); Bazeley Bridge, 48 km south of Mutare (H. Cookson); near Harare (Cottrell and Duke); Christon Bank (Cottrell and Duke)
Cooksonia trimeni Druce, 1905

Cooksonia trimeni Druce, 1905.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1905: 257 (251-262).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo (not Zambia, see Cookson, 1954).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cooksonia trimeni trimeni Druce, 1905

Cooksonia trimeni Druce, 1905.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1905: 257 (251-262).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo (not Zambia, see Cookson, 1954).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.
Cooksonia trimeni terpsichore Talbot, 1935

Cooksonia trimeni terpsichore Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 204 (202-209).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Katanga: Lufira River, near Likasi Copper Mine, 4000 feet”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba).
Genus Mimacraea Butler, 1872
In: Butler, 1869-74.  Lepidoptera Exotica, or descriptions and illustrations of exotic lepidoptera 104 (190 pp.). London.
Type-species: Mimacraea darwinia Butler, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 24 species.  Generic revision by Libert (2000).

Mimacraea febe Libert, 2000

Mimacraea febe Libert, 2000.  Lambillionea & ABRI: 26 (1-72).

Type locality: Cameroon.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mimacraea abriana Libert & Collins, 2000

Mimacraea abriana Libert & Collins, 2000.  Lambillionea & ABRI: 30 (1-72).

Type locality: Central African Republic.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Central African Republic.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mimacraea charmian Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1889

Mimacraea charmian Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1889 in Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1887-92.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 1: 42 (183 pp.). London.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okomu (Larsen, 2005a); Ohafia-Bende = Umuhaia (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Elongata acraea mimic.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A rare species, seldom encountered (Larsen, 2005a).  It is a fine mimic of Acraea elongata (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
schmidti Schultze, 1923 (as sp. of Mimacraea).  in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1163 (1113-1242).  Cameroon: “Bipindi (Süd-Kamerun)”.  Synonymized with M. charmian Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1889 by Libert, 2000: 32.
ertli Joicey and Talbot, 1924 (as ssp. of Mimacraea charmian).  Entomologist 57: 38 (37-40).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Belgian Congo: Stanleyville”.  Synonymized  with M. fulvaria fulvaria by Libert, 2000: 34.  Considered to be a synonym of M. charmian by Larsen, 2005a: 132.
Mimacraea costleyi Druce, 1912

Mimacraea costleyi Druce, 1912.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 9: 636 (635-636).

Type locality: Malawi: “Mlanje, Nyasaland, British Central Africa”.

Distribution: Malawi.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mimacraea darwinia Butler, 1872

Mimacraea darwinia Butler, 1872 in Butler, 1869-74.  Lepidoptera Exotica, or descriptions and illustrations of exotic lepidoptera 104 (190 pp.). London.

Type locality: “W. Africa?”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo? (west).


A record from Kpandu, Volta Region, Ghana (Libert, 2000) is distrusted by Larsen (2005a).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kakum (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Common acraea mimic.

Habitat: Forest, including well-developed secondary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Specimens are usually noted circling the trunks of ‘ant-trees’, occasionally perching on dry twigs (Larsen, 2005a).  In Kakum Larsen (2005a) found a single tree which harboured a colony over a long period of time.  The male mimics Acraea epaea (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Mimacraea apicalis Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1889

Mimacraea apicalis Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1889 in Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1887-92.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 1: 41 (183 pp.). London.
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Mimacraea apicalis.  Male, Cameroon.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
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Mimacraea apicalis.  Male, Ivory Coast.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo.

Common name: Central acraea mimic.

Habitat: 

Habits: The male accurately mimics Acraea tellus, while the female appears to mimic Acraea oberthueri (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Mimacraea apicalis apicalis Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1889

Mimacraea apicalis Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1889 in Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1887-92.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 1: 41 (183 pp.). London.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oni Creek east of Lagos (Larsen, 2005a).

Mimacraea apicalis gabonica Libert, 2000

Mimacraea apicalis gabonica Libert, 2000.  Lambillionea & ABRI: 22 (1-72).

Type locality: Congo: “”

Distribution: Gabon, Congo.

Note: There is a slight possibility that ssp. gabonica may be a distinct species (Larsen, 2005a).

Mimacraea gelinia (Oberthür, 1893)

Liptena gelinia Oberthür, 1893.  Études d’Entomologie 17: 31 (17-36).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Usambara”.

Distribution: Tanzania.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: In flight subspecies nguru is said to resemble day-flying geometrid moths belonging to the genus Aletis.  Specimens rest on tree trunks with folded wings (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mimacraea gelinia gelinia (Oberthür, 1893)

Liptena gelinia Oberthür, 1893.  Études d’Entomologie 17: 31 (17-36).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Usambara”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east – Usambara).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Gelin in the Usambaras (Kielland, 1990).
Mimacraea gelinia nguru Kielland, 1986

Mimacraea gelinia nguru Kielland, 1986.  Lambillionea 86: 148 (137-154).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Morogoro, Nguru Mts., Maskati, 1600 m”.

Distribution: Tanzania (Nguru mountains).  Known only from the holotype (male), taken near Maskati Mission (Kielland, 1990).
Mimacraea krausei Dewitz, 1889

Mimacraea krausei Dewitz, 1889.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 15: 106 (101-110).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mukenge”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Common name: Krause’s acraea mimic.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Females oviposit on lichens on the bark of tree trunks (Van Someren, 1974).  Congdon and Collins (1998) recount that females came to oviposit on the poles supporting their dining shelter in Minziro Forest, Tanzania.
Early stages:

Jackson, 1937. (Busia and Budongo Forest, Uganda).


Egg.  Circular, hemispherical, and dirty yellowish-white with the surface minutely ornamented with a network pattern and a small black central spot.  Laid among lichen on bark.  Very small for the size of the insect (0.5 mm in diameter).  Larva.  Dark sepia brown, almost black, with long blackish hair sparsely covering it and allowing the shiny skin and segment rings to appear.  Head very small and unprotected, the whole moth-like and very like the larva of some lithosiids.  Length 26 mm.  Pupa.  Placed flat on the bark, the larval skin enfolding the last few segments; usually among moss.  Dark blackish brown with short thick hair carried transversely across each segment, the divisions being free and an occasional longer hair here and there.  Capable of movement from side to side.  Very broad but without irregularities.  Length 17 mm, breadth 7 mm.

Larval food:

Lichens and moss on tree trunks; ants not present [Jackson, 1937].
Mimacraea krausei krausei Dewitz, 1889

Mimacraea krausei Dewitz, 1889.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 15: 106 (101-110).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mukenge”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Haut-Uele, Equateur, Kinshasa, Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda (Bwamba Valley).
Mimacraea krausei karschioides Carpenter & Jackson, 1950

Mimacraea krausei karschioides Carpenter & Jackson, 1950.  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 19: 106 (97-108).

Type locality: Sudan: “South Sudan: Imatong Mts., 5000 feet”.

Distribution: Sudan (south).
Mimacraea krausei poultoni Neave, 1904

Mimacraea poultoni Neave, 1904.  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 337 (323-363).

Type locality: Kenya: “Nyangori”; Uganda: “Entebbe”.

Distribution: Kenya (west), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Entebbe (TL); Busia (Jackson, 1937); Budongo Forest (Jackson, 1937).

Kenya – Kakamega; Mount Elgon; Kitale (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Livandabe Forest in Kigoma (single specimen; may not be poultoni) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
luteomaculata Grünberg, 1908 (as sp. of Mimacraea).  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1908: 57 (50-62).  Uganda: “Uganda”.  Synonymized with Mimacraea krausei poultoni Neave, 1904 by Libert, 2000: 61.
elgonae Talbot, 1935 (as ssp. of Mimacraea krausei).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 71 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).  Uganda: “Elgon, north-west, 3600 feet, strip about 500 yards by 50 yards, dense forest by Siroko River”.  Synonymized with Mimacraea krausei poultoni Neave, 1904 by Libert, 2000: 61.
masindae Bethune-Baker, 1913 (as sp. of Mimacrea [sic]).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 11: 565 (562-575).  Uganda: “Budongo Forest, Masindi, B. E. Africa”.  Synonymized with Mimacraea krausei poultoni Neave, 1904 by Libert, 2000: 44.

viviana Talbot, 1935 (as f. of Mimacraea krausei).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 71 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).  Uganda: “Unyoro, Bugoma Forest, 3700 ft”.
citrifascia Talbot, 1935 (as f. of Mimacraea krausei).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 71 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).  Uganda: “Budongo Forest”.
Mimacraea krausei camerunica Libert, 2000

Mimacraea krausei camerunica Libert, 2000.  Lambillionea & ABRI: 46 (1-72).

Type locality: Cameroon: “”.

Distribution: Cameroon.
Mimacraea landbecki Druce, 1910

Mimacraea landbecki Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 358 (356-378).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Upper Kasai district, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Tshuapa, Equateur, Kinshasa, Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda, Tanzania (west – Bukoba Region).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
graeseri Schultze, 1912 (as sp. of Mimacraea).  Entomologische Rundschau 29: 50 (49-50).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lukaya-Galerie bei Kimuenza ca. 20 km von Kinshassa am Stanley-Pool (Belgischer Kongo)”.  Synonymized with Mimacraea landbecki Druce, 1910 by Libert, 2000: 27.
pulverulenta Schultze, 1912 (as sp. of Mimacraea).  Entomologische Rundschau 29: 50 (49-50).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “bei Kimuenza ca. 20 km von Kinshassa am Stanley-Pool (Belgischer Kongo)”. Synonymized with Mimacraea landbecki Druce, 1910 by Libert, 2000: 27.  Note: Libert (2000:27) spells the taxon as pulverulentula and Ackery et al. (1995) as pulverulenta).
schubotzi Schultze, 1912 (as sp. of Mimacraea).  Entomologische Rundschau 29: 50 (49-50).  Cameroon: “Yakaduma (Süd-Kamerun)”.  Synonymized with Mimacraea landbecki Druce, 1910 by Libert, 2000: 27.

pseudepaea Schultze, 1923 (as sp. of Mimacraea).  in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1165 (1113-1242).  Cameroon: “Süd-Kamerun: Kumilla”.  Synonymized with Mimacraea landbecki Druce, 1910 by Libert, 2000: 27.
Mimacraea maesseni Libert, 2000

Mimacraea maesseni Libert, 2000.   Revision du genre Mimacraea Butler avec description de quatre nouvelles especes et deux nouvelles sous-especes: 25 (1-73).
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Mimacraea maesseni.  Female, Nigeria.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Ghana: “”

Distribution: Ghana (Volta region), Togo, Nigeria (south).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Wli Falls (Larsen, 2005a); Kyabobo (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oni Creek (Larsen, 2005a); Warri (Larsen, 2005a); Afikpo (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Maessen’s acraea mimic.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Relatively common in the Volta Region of Ghana and in Togo but apparently much scarcer in Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).  Larsen (2005a) noted specimens circling the trunks of trees with a diameter of 6-7 cm, occasionally settling on the bark of the tree trunks.  They did not fly high up and were confined to the darker parts of the forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mimacraea marginata Libert & Collins, 2000

Mimacraea marginata Libert & Collins, 2000.   Revision du genre Mimacraea Butler avec description de quatre nouvelles especes et deux nouvelles sous-especes: 58 (1-73).

Type locality: Tanzania: “”

Distribution: Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Common name: 

Habitat: 

Habits: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mimacraea marshalli Trimen, 1898

Mimacraea marshalli Trimen, 1898.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1898: 13 (1-16).
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Mimacraea marshalli marshalli.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 61mm.  Mapembi, S. R.  11:3:61.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3758).
Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Mazoe River, in Mashunaland”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Common name: Marshall’s acraea mimic.

Habitat: Brachystegia woodland in hilly country, from 1 200 to 1 700 metres (nominate subspecies in Tanzania) (Kielland, 1990).  Open woodland in Kenya (Larsen, 1991).

Habits: Invariably settles on tree trunks with closed wings (Kielland, 1990).  Colonies are very localized.  The species is somewhat gregarious; often small groups of four to six can be seen circling a tree trunk, usually two to three metres above the ground (Larsen, 1991).  Adults have been observed feeding from the secretions of scale insects (Homoptera) on a thin branch high up in a Brachystegia sp. tree 20 km south-west of Harare and in a Kenyan coffee tree in a suburban garden in Harare (McDermott, 2005).  The adults were noted to stroke the homopterans with their antennae while feeding from their secretions (McDermott, 2005).  These observations appear to be the only published record of the feeding behaviour of the adult of any Mimacraea species.  Females oviposit on lichens on the bark of trees (Van Someren, 1974).

Flight period: October to May.  Commonest in November-December and March-April (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Mullin, in Pringle et al., 1994: 134.

"Mullin has stated that the larvae of this species feed on the "black" algal growth on tree trunks.  The eggs are laid singly and at random on the bark of trees.  The larvae are brown, densely hairy and very mobile.  The hair is long, up to 15 mm, and very fine.  The larva probably pupates under loose bark, where Mullin has found empty pupal cases.  The pupa is dark brown, lightly hairy, and the cast larval skin is retained at the posterior end."
Larval food:

Very dark, blue-green (black) algae (Cyanophyta) on tree trunks [Mullin, in Pringle et al., 1994: 134].
Mimacraea marshalli marshalli Trimen, 1898

Mimacraea marshalli Trimen, 1898.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1898: 13 (1-16).
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Mimacraea marshalli marshalli.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 61mm.  Mapembi, S. R.  11:3:61.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3758).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Mazoe River, in Mashunaland”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Democratic Republic of Congo (Sankuru, Lualaba, South Kivu, Haut-Uele), Zambia (throughout), Zimbabwe (north-east and east).

Specific localities:

Kenya – South Kavirondo (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Mpanda (Kielland, 1990); Kigoma (Kielland, 1990); Ufipa (Kielland, 1990); slopes of Image Mt. (Congdon teste Kielland, 1990); near Mufindi in the Uzungwa Mts (Congdon teste Kielland, 1990).  Rare in eastern Tanzania but of the same race as in western Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Lusaka; Chalimbana; Kiwe; Mufulira; Shiwa Ngandu (Heath et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Mazowe (Marshall; TL); near Harare; Rusape; Odzi Valley at Mapembi (Pennington); Christon Bank (Kroon and Duke); Vumba Mountains; Melsetter; Mutare (Pringle et al., 1994); Selukwe (Stevenson).

media Talbot, 1937 (as ssp. of Mimacraea marshalli).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 86: 63 (59-72).  Kenya: “South Kavirondo, west boundary, Mirua or Sondo River Valley, 4500 feet”.  Synonymized with Mimacaea marshalli Trimen, 1898 by Libert, 2000: 52.

nzoia Talbot, 1937 (as ssp. of Mimacraea marshalli).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 86: 64 (59-72).  Kenya: “Kitale”.  Synonymized with Mimacaea marshalli Trimen, 1898 by Libert, 2000: 52.

Mimacraea marshalli dohertyi Rothschild, 1901

Mimacraea dohertyi Rothschild, 1901.  Novitates Zoologicae 8: 219 (218-220).

Type locality: Kenya: “Escarpment, British East Africa.... from 6500 to 9000 ft”.

Distribution: Kenya (highlands east of the Rift Valley), Tanzania (north – Arusha district).


At Lake Manyara specimens intermediate between ssp. marshalli and ssp. dohertyi are found (Kielland, 1990).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – lower slopes of Mt Meru; Lake Manyara (Kielland, 1990).
somereni Talbot, 1937 (as f. of Mimacraea marshalli dohertyi).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 86: 63 (59-72).  Kenya: “Ngong, Escarpment”.
Mimacraea neavei Eltringham, 1909

Mimacraea neavei Eltringham, 1909.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 45: 172 (172).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons, W. Africa”.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
flavofasciata Schultze, 1912 (as sp. of Mimacraea).  Mimacraea flavofasciata Schultze, 1912.  Entomologische Rundschau 29: 50 (49-50).  Cameroon: “Djukun (Urwald) Süd-Kamerun”.  Synonymized with M. neavei Eltringham, 1909 by Libert, 2000: 23.
Mimacraea neokoton Druce, 1907

Mimacraea neokoton Druce, 1907.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1907: 79 (77-82).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “S.E. Rhodesia: Melsetter, Gazaland.  Captured on Mount Chrinda, about 4000 ft”.

Distribution: Zimbabwe (south-east - Chirinda Forest, on Mount Selinda, only).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Within the Chirinda Forest colonies have been found near the Swynnerton Memorial (Pringle, et al., 1994), Old Post Office Road (Collins), Big Tree car park (Bampton) and Valley of the Giants (Bampton).

Common name: Mount Selinda acraea mimic.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Specimens flutter around the trunks of certain trees in the forest, from 6 to 20 metres above the ground.  According to Mullin the species is on the wing from 12:30 to about 15:30.  Males select perches on the trunks of trees in clearings, occasionally making flights around their territory.  These territories are vigorously defended against incursions by other males.  Sometimes as many as four or five males may be encountered in the same clearing.  Females often come to these clearings when males flutter slowly around them, attempting to mate (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: Most records are from late February to early March.  There are records for December (Stevenson) (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Mullin, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 134.

"Mullin noted that the female lays happily in a paper-lined box and the larva is very similar to that of marshalli except that it is even more densely covered with long hair.  Unfortunately larvae he had reared to final instar died during the winter having reached a length of about 15 mm".
Larval food:

Very dark, blue-green (black) algae (Cyanophyta) [Mullin, in Pringle et al., 1994: 134].
Mimacraea neurata Holland, 1895

Mimacraea neurata Holland, 1895.  Entomological News 6: 166 (166-168).

Type locality: Liberia: “Liberia”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Alciope acraea mimic.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A rare species usually encountered singly around specific ‘ant-trees’, circling these from three to six metres above the ground.  Owen (1983) and Warren-Gash (teste Larsen, 2005a) captured males, sequentially, on such ant-trees.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
alciopina Joicey and Talbot, 1924 (as ssp. of Mimacraea fulvaria).  Entomologist 57: 38 (37-40).  Ghana: “Coomassie”.  Placed as a synonym of M. neurata Holland, 1895 by Larsen, 2005a: 132.
Mimacraea fulvaria Aurivillius, 1895

Mimacraea fulvaria Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisches Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 381 (379-382).

Mimacraea neurata fulvaria Aurivillius, 1895.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Mimacraea fulvaria Aurivillius, 1895.  Libert, 2000.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Bangasso am oberen Ubangi (Congo)”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Habitat: Dense forest.

Habits: Specimens fly around tree trunks in deep forest, the females ovipositing on the tree trunks.  They mimic Hyalites aurivillii, with which they often fly (Congdon & Collins, 1998).  Farquharson (1922) saw specimens feeding from the secretions of ant-attended coccids, but this must have been another species of Mimacraea, since fulvaria does not occur in Nigeria, where his observations were made.
Early stages:

Congdon & Collins, 1998: 60.
Larval food: 

Algae on tree trunks  [Congdon & Collins, 1998: 60].

Mimacraea fulvaria fulvaria Aurivillius, 1895

Mimacraea fulvaria Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisches Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 381 (379-382).

Mimacraea neurata fulvaria Aurivillius, 1895.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Mimacraea fulvaria Aurivillius, 1895.  Libert, 2000.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Bangasso am oberen Ubangi (Congo)”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Ubangi, Shaba, Kinshasa).

angustata Schultze, 1923 (as sp. of Mimacraea).  in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1163 (1113-1242).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Stanleypool”.  Synonymized with M. fulvaria by Libert, 2000: 34.
incurvata Talbot, 1935 (as f. of Mimacraea neurata fulvaria).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 205 (202-209).  Nigeria: “Ogruga”.
lineata Talbot, 1935 (as f. of Mimacraea neurata fulvaria).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 205 (202-209).  Nigeria: “Lagos”.
Mimacraea fulvaria eltringhami Druce, 1912

Mimacraea eltringhami Druce, 1912.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 9: 635 (635-636).

Mimacraea eltringhami Druce, 1912.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Mimacraea fulvaria eltringhami Druce, 1912.  Libert, 2000: 37.

Type locality: Uganda: “Bugoma Forest, Unyoro, B.C. Africa”.

Distribution: Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania.

burgeoni Hawker-Smith, 1928 (as ssp. of Mimacraea eltringhami).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaines 16: 214 (214-216).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Haut-Uele: Yebo Moto, Belgian Congo”.  Synonymized with M. fulvaria eltringhami by Libert, 2000: 37.
Mimacraea paragora Rebel, 1911

Mimacraea paragora Rebel, 1911.  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 24: 413 (409-414).

Type locality: “Tanganika-See”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mimacraea paragora paragora Rebel, 1911

Mimacraea paragora Rebel, 1911.  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 24: 413 (409-414).

Type locality: “Tanganika-See”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (north-west of Lake Tanganyika).

laeta Schultze, 1912 (as sp. of Mimacraea).  Entomologische Rundschau 29: 49 (49-50).  Cameroon: “Yakaduma”; “Lomie (Süd-Kamerun)”.  Synonymized with M. paragora paragora Rbel. 1911 by Libert, 2000: 38.
Mimacraea paragora angulata Libert, 2000

Mimacraea paragora angulata Libert, 2000.   Revision du genre Mimacraea Butler avec description de quatre nouvelles especes et deux nouvelles sous-especes: 40 (1-73).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Mimacraea skoptoles Druce, 1907

Mimacraea skoptoles Druce, 1907.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1907: 78 (77-82).
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Mimacraea skoptoles.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 49mm.  2nd street before Lisonbo, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  02/V/2001.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

[image: image16.jpg]


[image: image17.jpg]



Mimacraea skoptoles.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 47mm.  Sakegi School, Ikelenge, Zambia.  23 March, 1981.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Nigeria: “Nigeria”.  [False locality; Carcasson (1981), Libert (2000) and Larsen (2005a)]

Distribution: Tanzania (Kigoma, Mpanda), Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Kasangezhi; Kalungwishi River; Kawambwa (Heath et al., 2002).

Habitat: Riverine forest.  In Tanzania at altitudes of 900 to 1 350 metres (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Females observed laying eggs among lichens on the bark of trees (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
obsolescens Hawker-Smith, 1926 (as ab. of Mimacraea krausei).  Revue Zoologique Africaine 14: 238 (237-241).  Synonymized with Mimacraea skoptoles by Libert, 2000: 47.
Mimacraea telloides Schultze, 1923

Mimacraea telloides Schultze, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1165 (1113-1242).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Süd-Kamerun: Minyáss”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
flavescens Rebel, 1914 (as ab. of Mimacraea landbecki).  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 263 (219-294).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Beni”.  Synonymized with Mimacaea telloides Schultze, 1923 by Libert, 2000: 28.
latifasciata Rebel, 1914 (as ab. of Mimacraea landbecki).  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 263 (219-294).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Beni”.    Synonymized with Mimacaea telloides Schultze, 1923 by Libert, 2000: 28.

mariae Dufrane, 1945 (as sp. of Mimacraea).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 81: 115 (90-143).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kamituga”.  Synonymized with Mimacaea telloides Schultze, 1923 by Libert, 2000: 29.

Genus Mimeresia Stempffer, 1961
Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 23: 24? (88-101).
Type-species: Liptena libentina Hewitson, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 13 species.  The genus was last revised by Stempffer in 1961.

Mimeresia cellularis (Kirby, 1890)

Pseuderesia cellularis Kirby, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 262 (261-274).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Tiassale (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Likpe (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Cellular harlequin.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A scarce butterfly, linked to individual ‘ant-trees’, that has not been recorded since 1965 (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
mondo Holland, 1890 (as sp. of Durbania).  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass. 5: 428 (423-431).  Gabon: “upper waters of the River Ogove in the French Territory of Gaboon”.
Mimeresia debora (Kirby, 1890)

Pseuderesia debora Kirby, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 264 (261-274).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Barombi, Cameroons”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Debora’s harlequin.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Rare and local, being tied to individual ‘ant-trees’.  Usually found singly at such trees (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Mimeresia debora debora (Kirby, 1890)

Pseuderesia debora Kirby, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 264 (261-274).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Barombi, Cameroons”.

Distribution: ?Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Sankuru).
ashira Holland, 1890 (as sp. of Durbania).  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass. 5: 428 (423-431).
Mimeresia debora barnsi (Hawker-Smith, 1933)

Pseuderesia barnsi Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Stylops 2: 5 (1-12).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Belgian Congo: Bafwasende, Lindi River, 2000 feet”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele), Uganda (west).
Mimeresia debora catori (Bethune-Baker, 1904)

Pseuderesia catori Bethune-Baker, 1904.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 14: 225 (222-233).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Moyamba”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Moyamba (TL).

Ivory Coast – Banco Forest (Warren-Gash).

Ghana – Kumasi (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Awka (Larsen, 2005a).
Mimeresia debora deborula (Aurivillius, 1899)

Pseuderesia debora var. deborula Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 268 (1-561).

Type locality: Congo: “Kuilu”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (west - Kinshasa), Congo (Kuilu).
Mimeresia dinora (Kirby, 1890)

Pseuderesia dinora Kirby, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 265 (261-274).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania.

Common name: Red harlequin.

Habitat: Dense forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a rare species of harlequin (Larsen, 2005a).  Often seen circling the trunks of trees, usually quite high up (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food:

Lichens on tree trunks [Larsen, 1991: 160].
Mimeresia dinora dinora (Kirby, 1890)

Pseuderesia dinora Kirby, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 265 (261-274).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south), Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

carlota Suffert, 1904 (as sp. of Pseuderesia).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 47 (12-107).  Cameroon: “Johann Albrechthöhe, N. Camerun”.
Mimeresia dinora discirubra (Talbot, 1937)

Pseuderesia dinora discirubra Talbot, 1937.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 86: 60 (59-72).

Type locality: Kenya: “Yala River, south edge of Kakumga Forest, 4800-5300 feet”.

Diagnosis: Underside red markings are better developed than in the other subspecies (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east - Uele), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill in Minziro Forest; Munene Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Note: Larsen (2005a) thinks that discirubra may very well be a valid species rather than a subspecies of dinora.
meyerbeeri d'Abrera, 1980 (as ssp. of Mimeresia dinora).  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 432 (593 pp.). Melbourne.  Uganda: “Katera, Sango Bay, Masaka”.  [Given as a subspecies of Mimeresia dinora (Kirby) in Ackery, et al., 1995: 493 but regarded as a synonym of Mimeresia dinora discirubra (Talbot) by Congdon and Collins, 1998 (Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 61 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea).]
Mimeresia drucei (Stempffer, 1954)

Pseuderesia drucei Stempffer, 1954.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 59: 89 (88-93).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, 2.000 pieds”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Druce’s harlequin.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Mimeresia drucei drucei (Stempffer, 1954)

Pseuderesia drucei Stempffer, 1954.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 59: 89 (88-93).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, 2.000 pieds”.

Distribution: Cameroon (south), Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.
Mimeresia drucei owerri Stempffer, 1961

Mimeresia drucei owerri Stempffer, 1961.  Annales Musée Royal de l’Afrique Centrale (8) 94: 33 (73 pp.).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Nigéria, province d’Owerri, région Elele - Port Harcourt”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Port Harcourt (TL); Onithsha (Larsen, 2005a); Ahoada (Larsen, 2005a).

Note: Larsen (2005a) suspects that owerri may be a specifically distinct Niger Delta endemic.
Mimeresia drucei ugandae (Stempffer, 1954)

Pseuderesia drucei ugandae Stempffer, 1954.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 59: 91 (88-93).

Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba, Ouganda”.

Distribution: Uganda (west - Bwamba Valley), Democratic Republic of Congo (Haut-Uele, Tshopo, Tshuapa, Sankuru).
Mimeresia favillacea (Grünberg, 1910)

Pseuderesia favillacea Grünberg, 1910.  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1910: 475 (469-480).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Alcu, Span. Guinea”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Uganda.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mimeresia favillacea favillacea (Grünberg, 1910)

Pseuderesia favillacea Grünberg, 1910.  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1910: 475 (469-480).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Alcu, Span. Guinea”.

Distribution: Cameroon (south), Equatorial Guinea, Gabon.
Mimeresia favillacea griseata (Talbot, 1937)

Pseuderesia favillacea griseata Talbot, 1937.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 86: 61 (59-72).

Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe”.

Distribution: Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo (Sankuru, Lualaba).
Mimeresia issia Stempffer, 1969

Mimeresia issia Stempffer, 1969.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 31: 930 (927-950).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Côte d’Ivoire, Issia”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast (central and east), Ghana.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Issia (TL), Abengourou (Larsen, 2005a); Danane (Larsen, 2005a); Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Alepe (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Stempffer’s harlequin.

Habitat: Forests of the wetter type in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Mimeresia libentina (Hewitson, 1866)

Liptena libentina Hewitson, 1866 in Hewitson, 1862-6.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 120 (124 pp.). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon.

Common name: Common harlequin.

Habitat: Forest, including degraded habitats (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is the commonest species of the genus in West Africa and appears to be independent of Crematogaster ants.  It is often found in habitats in which there are no other Poritiinae present.  Although widespread, it is rarely numerous (Larsen, 2005a).  Individuals flutter weakly about the forest, perching on thin dry twigs or on the tendrils of creepers.  They also visit extrafloral nectaries (Larsen, 2005a).  Larsen (2005a) observed females ovipositing on the planks of a market stall near Lagos and on damp stone foundations of buildings.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mimeresia libentina libentina (Hewitson, 1866)

Liptena libentina Hewitson, 1866 in Hewitson, 1862-6.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 3: 120 (124 pp.). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south).
zerita Plötz, 1880 (as var. of Liptena libentina).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 199 (189-206).  Cameroon: “Mungo”.
rubrica Druce, 1888 (as sp. of Liptena).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 25: 108 (108-109).  Cameroon: “Cameroons, Addah, W. Africa”.
zoraida Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1890 in Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1887-92 (as sp. of Pseuderesia).  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 1: 36 (183 pp.). London.  Cameroon: “Cameroons”.
Mimeresia libentina isabellae (Schultze, 1917)

Pseuderesia libentina var. isabellae Schultze, 1917.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 82 (A.3.): 36 (34-39).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando-Poo; Sta Isabel; San Carlos”.

Distribution: Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Island of Bioko, Rio Muni), Gabon.

Note: Considered to be a form by Stempffer (1961) and a subspecies by Clench (1965).  Larsen (2005a) considers that it is, at most, a weak subspecies.
Mimeresia moreelsi (Aurivillius, 1901)

Pseuderesia moreelsi Aurivillius, 1901.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 22: 118 (113-128).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congogebiet: Boyenghé am Ikelemba-Fluss”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mimeresia moreelsi moreelsi (Aurivillius, 1901)

Pseuderesia moreelsi Aurivillius, 1901.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 22: 118 (113-128).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congogebiet: Boyenghé am Ikelemba-Fluss”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Equateur, Tshuapa).
Mimeresia moreelsi purpurea (Hawker-Smith, 1933)

Pseuderesia purpurea Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Stylops 2: 5 (1-12).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Belgian Congo: Katanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Ituri, Tshopo, ?Shaba), Uganda (west - Bwamba Valley).
alberici Dufrane, 1945 (as sp. of Pseuderesia).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 81: 116 (90-143).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kamituga”.

Mimeresia moreelsi tessmanni (Grünberg, 1910)

Pseuderesia tessmanni Grünberg, 1910.  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1910: 476 (469-480).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Makomo, Span. Guinea”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon.
decolorata Hulstaert, 1924 (as female f. of Pseuderesia tessmanni).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 117 (112-122, 173-194).  Cameroon: “Bitje, Riv. Dja, Kamerun”.
Mimeresia moyambina (Bethune-Baker, 1904)

Pseuderesia moyambina Bethune-Baker, 1904.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 14: 224 (222-233).
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Mimeresia moyambina.  Left - male, upperside, Ivory Coast.  Right – male, underside, Ghana.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
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Mimeresia moyambina.  Female, Ghana.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.  Described from a single male.  The female was only found in 1997 and was described by Collins and Larsen in 1998 (Metamorphosis 9 (2): 73).

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Moyamba (TL).

Ivory Coast – Abengourou (Watulege teste Larsen, 2005a); Tiassale (Watulege teste Larsen, 2005a); Agboville (Watulege teste Larsen, 2005a); Bereby (Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a); Mount Peko (Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range, near Kibi (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Moyambina harlequin.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This is a very rare butterfly, only about a dozen specimens having been collected since its discovery.  The reason for its apparent rarity is not known (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Mimeresia neavei (Joicey & Talbot, 1921)

Pseuderesia neavei Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 80 (40-166).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “W. Semliki River, near Lesse”.

Distribution: Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, North Kivu), Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest, including Kere Hill; Munene Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Both sexes circle slowly round tree trunks, occasionally settling on them.  They usually fly from three to ten metres above the ground (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mimeresia pseudocellularis Stempffer, 1968

Mimeresia pseudocellularis Stempffer, 1968.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 30: 200 (200-204).

Type locality: Congo: “République du Congo (ex-français), Kellé”.

Distribution: Congo.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mimeresia russulus (Druce, 1910)

Pseuderesia russulus Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 360 (356-378).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Upper Kasai district, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Mimeresia russulus russulus (Druce, 1910)

Pseuderesia russulus Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 360 (356-378).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Upper Kasai district, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (?Uele, Sankuru, Lulua).
Mimeresia russulus katangae (Hawker-Smith, 1926)

Pseuderesia katangae Hawker-Smith, 1926.  Revue Zoologique Africaine 14: 239 (237-241).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kafakumba, Katanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba).
Mimeresia russulus unyoro Stempffer, 1961

Mimeresia russulus unyoro Stempffer, 1961.  Annales Musée Royal de l’Afrique Centrale (8) 94: 39 (73 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Unyoro, Budongo Forest”.

Distribution: Uganda.  Known only from the type locality.
Mimeresia semirufa (Grose-Smith, 1902)

Pseuderesia semirufa Grose-Smith, 1902 in Grose-Smith, 1897-1902.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 3: 146 (214 pp.). London.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.  Larsen (2005a) argues that this is probably patria falsa since no more specimens have been found in Sierra Leone, nor does it appear to be present in Guinea or Liberia.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Tai (Larsen, 2005a); Bereby (Larsen, 2005a); Tiassale (Larsen, 2005a); Bossematie (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Eresine harlequin.

Habitat: Forests of the wetter type (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rare butterfly, apparently strongly associated with specific ‘ant-trees’ (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
