FAMILY  LYCAENIDAE
SUBFAMILY  THECLINAE

Swainson, 1830
TRIBE  THECLINI

Swainson, 1830
SUBTRIBE LOXURINA

Genus Dapidodigma Karsch, 1895
Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 310 (289-322).
Type-species: Papilio liger Cramer, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing two species.  Larsen (2005a) believes that this genus deserves to be in a subtribe other than Oxylidina or Loxurina (it was placed in the latter subtribe by Eliot (1973)).  The ‘virgins’ were revised by Clench (1961), with additional distributional data by Clench (1964).  The intricately patterned undersides are unique among Afrotropical lycaenids.  The genitalia are very different from those of other Afrotropical theclines.

Dapidodigma demeter Clench, 1961

Dapidodigma demeter Clench, 1961.  Annals of the Carnegie Museum 36: 64 (63-66).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Efulen, S.W. Cameroun”.

Diagnosis: See D. hymen.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Sudan, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia, Uganda.

Common name: Eastern virgin.

Habitat: Forest.  Unlike D. hymen it is not found in degraded habitats (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Generally scarcer than D. hymen (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Albizia species (Fabaceae) [Fontaine, 1988; Democratic Republic of Congo; as D. hymen].

Homalium species (Flacourtiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 95].

Associated ants:

There is, apparently, an obligate association with an unspecified species of ant; both the larvae and pupae are attended by the ants [Fontaine, 1988].
Dapidodigma demeter demeter Clench, 1961

Dapidodigma demeter Clench, 1961.  Annals of the Carnegie Museum 36: 64 (63-66).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Efulen, S.W. Cameroun”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Benin, Nigeria (south and Cross River Loop), Cameroon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Efulen (TL).
Dapidodigma demeter nuptus Clench, 1961

Dapidodigma demeter nuptus Clench, 1961.  Annals of the Carnegie Museum 36: 65 (63-66).
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Dapidodigma demeter nuptus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Ikelenge, Zambia.  30 December, 1983.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Dapidodigma demeter nuptus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Ikelenge, Zambia.  30 December, 1983.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kabongo, Katanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Tshuapa, Equateur, Kinshasa, Sankuru, Lualaba), Angola, Zambia, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Zambezi Bridge, Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).
Dapidodigma demeter sudsudana d'Abrera, 1980

Dapidodigma demeter sudsudana d'Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region: 475 (593 pp.).  Melbourne.

Type locality: Sudan: “Tambura, south Sudan”.

Distribution: Sudan (south).

Note: Larsen (2005a) thinks that sudsudana may be a junior synonym of nuptus.

Dapidodigma hymen (Fabricius, 1775)

Papilio hymen Fabricius, 1775.  Systema Entomologiae: 519 (832 pp.). Flensburgi & Lipsiae.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon Africae”.  The type is in the Banks Collection (Larsen, 2005a).

Diagnosis: The male of D. hymen has a large, ovoid, cream androconial spot, which is centred on the cell of the hindwing upperside; in D. demeter the androconial spot is centered above the cell.  The females of the two species are similar but the white irroration of the hindwing underside is more extensive in D. demeter, with a tendency to fusion, so that an indistinct band stretches from the hindwing apical margin, through the cell, to the upper end of the abdominal fold (Larsen, 2005a). 

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River Loop), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kakum National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Ikoyi Park, Lagos (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Western virgin.

Habitat: Forest.  Sometimes inhabits quite dry forests, such as those in the Gambia, and even scrubland (Larsen, 2005a).  Often associated with the pioneer weed Alchornea (Euphorbiaceae), a plant usually colonized by tailor ants (Oecophylla) (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Tends to be localized.  Females are often found low down among plants with Oecophylla ants, while males appear to fly higher up (Larsen, 2005a).  Larsen once observed a male “playing high up” at 16:30 (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
liger Cramer, 1779 in Cramer, 1779-80 (as sp. of Papilio).  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 3: 109 (176 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.  Sierra Leone: “Surinamen gevonden, maar men heeft ze ook op de Kust van Afrka aan de Sierra Leone ontdekt”.
