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Genus Euliphyra Holland, 1890
Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass. 5: 423 (423-431).
Type-species: Euliphyra mirifica Holland, by subsequent designation (Hemming, 1964.   Annotationes lepidopterologicae (Part 4): 132 (132-134).).

A purely Afrotropical genus containing three species.

Euliphyra hewitsoni Aurivillius, 1899

Euliphyra hewitsoni Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 286 (1-561).

Synonym of Euliphyra mirifica sjostedti Aurivillius, 1895.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Euliphyra hewitsoni Aurivillius, 1899.  Libert, 1995: 578.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”. [Libert (1995: 578) asserts that this is a false locality and that the holotype probably originated from Sierra Leone.].

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south), Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast - Lamto (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kakum N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Western moth butterfly.

Habitat: Forest  (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rare butterfly with an uncoordinated moth-like flight (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

The larva lives in the nest of ants and feeds on ant regurgitations or ant brood or, possibly, both.  The larva is covered by a protective carapace beneath which it pupates [Larsen, 2005a].

Associated ant:

Oecophylla species (Formicidae) [Larsen, 2005a].
Euliphyra mirifica Holland, 1890

Euliphyra mirifica Holland, 1890.  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass. 5: 423 (423-431).

Type locality: Gabon: “upper waters of the River Ogove”.

Diagnosis: Male larger than E. hewitsoni and deeper brown on the upperside; on the forewing underside the area between the white spot in spaces 1a and 1b and the margin is almost as dark as the rest of the wing (much lighter in E. hewitsoni) (Larsen, 2005a).  Female with a white discal area on hindwing upperside (absent in E. hewitsoni) (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola (north), Democratic Republic of Congo (western two-thirds).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kumasi (single female) (Larsen, 2005a); Sekondi (single female) (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oni Creek (Lamborn, 1914); Kagoro (single specimen) (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: African moth butterfly.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: A scarce species (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: Recorded in June and July (Lamborn, 1914).

Early stages:

Lamborn, 1914: 450.  [Oni Camp, 110 km east of Lagos, Nigeria]



The larvae live and pupate in the nests of Oecophylla smaragdina longinoda.  The larvae are protected by a hard, leathery skin that forms a carapace.  The head is hidden by a fold of skin and is extended and swung from side to side when the larva crawls forward.  Trophallaxis was observed on a number of occasions but larvae were not seen to feed on ant brood at any time.  When the head is extended during trophallaxis the anterior fold forms a cone shape, protecting the neck.  Larvae grew very slowly and pupated inside the nest.  The DNO and TO’s were absent.  Ants will attack the larvae if they can get under the carapace to bite a limb or the soft parts.  The pupal period is 17-19 days (n = 5).

Eltringham in Lamborn, 1914: 509.



“The [final instar] larva is about 20 mm in length, and the dorsal and lateral views present an appearance recalling that of a mollusc rather than of a lepidopterous larva.  The ground-colour is brownish ochreous, and there are several irregular markings of a rich umber brown.  The general appearance from a dorsal view may be gathered from fig. 1.  The lateral portion of the larval skin is extended and modified into a kind of mantle, the edge of which touches whatever the larva may be resting upon.  From the edge of the mantle, the sides, which present an irregular and wavy surface, slope up to the dorsal area, along the whole length of which is a deep groove bounded on each side by a hard chitinous ridge, the latter, except at the extremities, being thrown into a series of deep curving folds.  This dorsal groove curves down to the mantle edge rather abruptly at the hinder end but more gradually at the anterior extremity.  Round the edge of the mantle are twenty-four dark brown spots, many of which are extended towards the dorsal region as irregular marks, and between these markings there are sometimes smaller spots of the same colour.  On each side there are nine spiracles.  The first lies just above the second dark spot of the mantle edge, the second is above the fourth spot, and the remainder correspond in position to the mantle spots beneath them.  The third is placed very far up the side, the fourth a little lower, and the remainder still lower and in a nearly straight line.



The whole structure of the exposed portion of this remarkable larva is profoundly modified, presumably as a protection against the attacks of the ants by which in life it is surrounded.  The entire skin is covered with thick chitinous plates which are irregularly radiate, and have sloping edges.  The projections of these plates interlock with the lateral cavities of those adjacent, and the appearance under a high power is not unlike that of a complicated armour sheet of cog-wheels.  Such an arrangement doubtless provides a very efficient protective covering with a maximum of flexibility.  One of these plates is shown highly magnified at fig. 7, but they vary considerably in size and in the extent to which the edges are sloped.  Further microscopic examination shows that the brown markings on the larva are caused by the presence of small brush-like chitinous tufts, fig. 8, one of which arises from the socket in the centre of each chitinous plate.  In the unpigmented parts of the skin, from which these tufts are absent, the plates still have the sockets, so that at one period of its evolution the larva probably had the tufts or at least some scale-like growth on every plate.  Here and there in the armour, especially (probably exclusively)* on the pigmented areas, there are small round openings, the edges of the adjacent chitinous plates being neatly hollowed so that each forms its respective part of the circle.  Possibly these apertures are the external openings of glands, though I have as yet no proof of this.  If, as I think, they are confined to the pigmented areas, this would probably account for the correlated presence of the brush-like tufts, which may either protect the openings, or, as Prof. Poulton has suggested, hold some attractive secretion prized by the ants.



Fig. 5 shows a portion of the margin of the mantle.  The extreme outer edge is armed with a regular fringe of flat chitinous projections, their bases furnished with interlocking processes.  On the upper side of each projection there is a thin scale, very narrow at its socket but increasing outwardly to about the same width as the projection on which it lies.  The purpose of these scales is not very obvious, but possibly they may have a tactile function.  Within the peripheral fringe so formed there is a row of thick elongated chitinous plates, the edges of which are provided with somewhat irregular interlocking processes.  One of these plates is shown highly magnified at fig. 6.  Each has a scale-socket, but, apparently, does not bear either a scale or a brush-like tuft.



Fig. 9 shows one of the spiracles.  Most, if not all, of these have the openings represented on the plate, although it is sometimes difficult to be sure of the presence of all three.  Protection is afforded by stiff pointed hairs, for the most part curving inwards towards or over the spiracular orifices.  Finally, the hard chitinous ridges of the dorsal groove are armed with very short hook-like spines and there are a few spines or hairs on the underside of the mantle edge, so arranged as to preclude entry if the mantle were raised at any part.



On turning the larva over its lepidopterous character becomes more evident (see fig. 3).  The head, three pairs of true legs, and five pairs of prolegs can now be seen.  The true legs seem to be progressively slightly larger as we proceed backwards, whilst the last pair of prolegs are much smaller than the remainder.  The prolegs are of what Dr. Chapman has described as the “Macro” type, having hooks only on the inner margins of the feet.



The head calls for special remark, owing to its modification in adaptation to the habits of the species.  It is elongated and somewhat conical in form, and when withdrawn there is round the base a deeply invaginated fold of the cuticle.  At fig. 10, I have prepared a semidiagrammatic illustration of the anterior portion viewed from beneath, to show the mouth parts, etc., though it must be understood that in the actual specimen the parts are all very small and close together, and cannot be distinguished so easily.  There are six ocelli situate at o, four of which are anterior and lie in a small semicircle, the remaining two being rather more posteriorly placed.  The antennae, a, are placed laterally just above the labrum, l, and beneath the latter, and in a dorsal view concealed by it, are the mandibles, md.  These have four ridge-like teeth.  The maxillae, m, have two large lobes each with two small points, and in the actual specimen lie close together, forming what looks like a pointed organ projecting from beneath the labrum, when viewed from above.  There are large maxillary palpi, mp, and the labium, lb, is long and somewhat pointed, and has on it a small papilla, possibly a tactile organ.  There is some evidence of a second and smaller papilla not shown in the drawing.  As already stated the mouth parts are exceedingly small and difficult to make out distinctly.



At fig. 4, I have shown the larval and pupal skins as seen after the emergence of the butterfly.  The pupa is attached in a peculiar way to a leaf, its sucker-like extremity being spread out and apparently cemented down.  It will be noted that the larval skin is not completely shed, but has been split open on the exposure of the pupa, afterwards remaining in this expanded condition.  Viewed from the other side the empty shells of head, feet, etc., are easily seen.



This interesting larva resembles in some respects that of the Australian Liphyra brassolis described by Dr. Chapman (Entomologist, p. 225, 1902).  Both the specimens of E. mirifica sent by Mr. Lamborn are about the same size, so that I am unable to compare two stages of its growth, but evidently in L. brassolis the form in an earlier stage differs from that at a later period.  Through the kindness of my friend Mr. G.T. Bethune-Baker, I have had an opportunity of examining larvae of this species.  The cuticle is not provided with interlocking plates, but is covered all over with chitinous tubercles, and at the edges of the mantle is provided with numerous short setae.  There is no dorsal groove and the cuticle is not thrown into ridges.  As Dr. Chapman has stated, the spiracles are “minute holes without marginal structure”.  I have not been able to examine the mouthparts, but they are evidently larger than in Euliphyra.  The antennae are certainly longer and more conspicuous, and the jaws are more adapted for piercing and tearing.  Dr. Chapman describes a peculiar modification of the prolegs which is not evident in Euliphyra.



A further interesting point of comparison is that whilst in E. mirifica the pupa is formed half out of the larval skin [but see remarks in Eltringham, 1921b: 474], in L. brassolis it remains inside the larval cuticle, the latter forming a puparium like that of many Diptera.

* The openings described can be seen only in a carefully made microscopic preparation, and proof that they occur on the pigmented areas alone could only be obtained by making preparations of the skin of the entire larva.

Eltringham, 1921b: 474.  (ex Lamborn, Oni, Nigeria)



“… the larval skin is not always, perhaps not generally, retained, since several examples are entirely without it.  The pupa is attached by a sucker-like expansion of the terminal segments, and a depression of the abdominal segments forms a deep dorsal furrow.  Its support is a leaf.  On the thoracic region is a central ridge from which smaller ridges extend at right angles.  The cuticle, especially of the abdominal region, is much folded and shrivelled.  Length 19 mm.”

Dejean & Beugnon, 1996.

Larval food:

Apparently ant-regurgitations [Lamborn, 1914].
Associated ant:

Oecophylla smaragdina F. race longinoda Latr. (Formicidae) [Lamborn, 1914 (Nigeria)]. 
Euliphyra leucyania (Hewitson, 1874)

Liphyra leucyania Hewitson, 1874.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 355 (343-355).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Sankuru), Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Common name: Lesser moth butterfly.

Habitat: 

Habits: Generally rare with a weak, moth-like, flight pattern (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Dejean & Beugnon, 1996.

A. Dejean, teste Larsen (2005a), raised two males in Cameroon from larvae found in a nest of Oecophylla longinoda.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant:

Oecophylla longinoda (Formicidae) [Dejean, teste Larsen, 2005a (Cameroon)].
sjoestedti Aurivillius, 1895 (as ? sp. of Euliphyra).  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 204 (195-220, 255-268).  Cameroon: “Bonge”. [Given in Ackery, et al., 1995 as a subspecies of E. mirifica but considered a synonym of E. leucyania by Libert (1995: 577), following Aurivillius, 1920.].
Genus Aslauga Kirby, 1890
Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 261 (261-274).
Type-species: Aslauga marginalis Kirby, by subsequent designation (Bethune-Baker, 1925.   Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1924: 209 (199-238).).
= Egumbia Bethune-Baker, 1924

Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 14: 135 (130-135).
Type-species: Egumbia catori Bethune-Baker, by original designation. [Synonymized with Aslauga by Libert, 1994 (Lambillionea 94 (3) (Tome II): 412 (411-435).]

= Paraslauga Bethune-Baker, 1925.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1924: 206 ( 199-238).  Type-species: Aslauga kallimoides Schultze, by original designation. [Recognized as a monobasic genus by Ackery, et al., 1995: 537 but regarded as a synonym of Aslauga by Libert, 1994.  Lambillionea 94 (3) (Tome II): 412 (411-435).]

= Euliphyrodes Romieux, 1937.  Mitteilungen der Schweizerischen Entomologischen Gesellschaft 17: 120 (119-140).  Type-species: Euliphyrodes katangana Romieux, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 28 species.

Aslauga abri Collins & Libert, 1997

Aslauga abri Collins & Libert, 1997.  Lambillionea 97 (4) (Tome I): 548 (543-556).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Minziro forest, nr. Bukoba, N.W. Tanzanie, VI 1997 (I. Bampton).”  In ABRI, Nairobi.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  Known only from the type series from the type locality.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga atrophifurca Cottrell, 1981

Aslauga atrophifurca Cottrell, 1981.  Systematic Entomology 6: 36 (5-45).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Bromley”.

Diagnosis: Close to A.marshalli but the genitalia are distinctive and the wings are comparatively smoothly curved, especially the hindwing (Pringle, et al., 1994). 

Distribution: Zimbabwe.

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Bromley (TL); Christon Bank; Warren Hills near Harare; Mutare; Vumba; Mapembi; Butler North; Gweru (Pringle, et al., 1994); Kwe Kwe (Villet).

Common name: Zimbabwe purple.

Habitat: Savanna.

Habits: Males show marked hilltopping behaviour.  They arrive at the summit after midday and vigorously chase other butterflies, from perches on the top of the tallest trees.  The flight is swift and erratic (Pringle, et al., 1994).    Pennington found the females on the slopes of hills but the Cooksons also recorded them from the hill-tops (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: August to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).  September and February to April are, apparently, the best months (the Cooksons, vide Pringle, et al. (1994).

Early stages:

Villet, 1986: 166 [as Aslauga atrophifurca; Kwe Kwe, Zimbabwe].

Bampton, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 139 [as Aslauga atrophifurca; Harare, Zimbabwe].

"A pupa was collected by I. Bampton from a tree trunk in Harare.  It was cryptically coloured and resembled an Iolaus pupa."
Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga bella Bethune-Baker, 1913

Aslauga bella Bethune-Baker, 1913 in Lamborn, 1913.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1913: 500 (436-526).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Oni, near Lagos”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oni Creek (Lamborn; TL).

Common name: Large blue aslauga.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: Extremely scarce (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Treated as specifically distinct from A. aura by Libert (1997).  A. bella and A. aura have been taken sympatrically in Cameroon by Bouyer (Larsen, 2005a).
Aslauga aura Druce, 1913

Aslauga aura Druce, 1913.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 11: 358 (358-360).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja River 2000 ft.”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Equateur, Kivu).

Habitat: 

Habits: Extremely scarce (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga australis Cottrell, 1981

Aslauga australis Cottrell, 1981.  Systematic Entomology 6: 39 (5-45).
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Aslauga australis.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Cintsa East, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.  23 December, 2000.  J.C.H. Dobson.
Type locality: South Africa: “Cape Province, Kowie River”.

Diagnosis: In both sexes, but especially in males, the extensive blue scaling on the upperside of the wings is distinctive; the genitalia are also diagnostic (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Eastern Cape Province – Port Alfred (TL); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953); Keiskammahoek (Pringle, et al., 1994); Amabele (Pringle, et al., 1994); Buffalo Pass, near East London (Pringle, et al., 1994); Embotyi (Pringle, et al., 1994); Cintsa East (the Dobsons).

Common name: Southern purple.

Habitat: Coastal bush.  Most of the specimens encountered have been on the edges of forests or along forest roads (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Irving vide Pringle, et al. (1994) noted that the male that he captured was fluttering in the shade of trees while Quickelberge found a female specimen ‘hovering around a small tree in the fashion of an Iolaus searching for Loranthus’.  Some butterfly collectors have described the behaviour as ‘moth-like’ (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: ?

Conservation status: Classified as vulnerable in the South African Red Data List.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Relevant literature:

Dobson, 2001

Aslauga bitjensis Bethune-Baker, 1925

Aslauga bitjensis Bethune-Baker, 1925.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1924: 211 (199-238).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje”.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga bouyeri Libert, 1994

Aslauga bouyeri bouyeri Libert, 1994.  Lambillionea 94 (3) (Tome II): 420 (411-435).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, Cameroun, X.1993 (T. Bouyer).”  In M.R.A.C., Tervuren.

Distribution: Cameroon, Tanzania.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga bouyeri bouyeri Libert, 1994

Aslauga bouyeri bouyeri Libert, 1994.  Lambillionea 94 (3) (Tome II): 420 (411-435).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, Cameroun, X.1993 (T. Bouyer).”  In M.R.A.C., Tervuren.

Distribution: Cameroon (central).
Aslauga bouyeri congdoni Libert & Collins, 1997

Aslauga bouyeri congdoni Libert & Collins, 1997.  Lambillionea 97 (4) (Tome I): 549 (543-556).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kele, Minziro forest (1250 m), nr. Bukoba, N.W. Tanzania, 8 IV 1994 (T.C.E. Congdon).”  In ABRI, Nairobi.

Diagnosis: Compared to the nominate subspecies it is smaller and the males have a more acuminate forewing (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (rare) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  Known only from the type locality.
Aslauga camerunica Stempffer, 1969

Aslauga camerunica Stempffer, 1969.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 31: 88 (87-101).

Type locality: Cameroon: “ex-anglais, Mamfe”.  The female is unknown (Larsen, 2005a).

Diagnosis: Males are only separable from those of A marginalis and A. vininga by genitalic dissection.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a; single male); Cross River loop (Libert teste Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Mamfe (TL); areas surrounding the Bamenda Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Cameroon aslauga.

Habitat: Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A very scarce butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga confusa Libert, 1994

Aslauga confusa Libert, 1994.  Lambillionea 94 (3) (Tome II): 417 (411-435).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Mt Messa, 1000 m, (Yaoundé), Cameroun, 7.X.1987 (M. Libert).”  In M.N.H.N., Paris. Description of the male by Bouyer, 1998 (Entomologia Africana 3 (1): 28 (28-30)).
Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Gabon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga ernesti (Karsch, 1895)

Epitola ernesti Karsch, 1895.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 290 (289-322).

Type locality: Togo: “Landschaft Agome, Station Misahöhe, vom Gemmigipfel, 817 m”.

Diagnosis: Characterized by the silvery white underside in both sexes  (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Ghana (Volta Region), Togo, Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Anfoega (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Likpe (P. Walwanda teste Larsen, 2005a).

Togo – Misahohe (TL).

Nigeria – Egumba, Kabba Province (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Western egumbia.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: A decidedly scarce butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are known to hill-top (Maessen, teste Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
catori Bethune-Baker, 1924 (as sp. of Egumbia).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 14: 135 (130-135).  Nigeria: “Egumbe, Kabba Province”.
Aslauga febe (Libert, 1994)

Egumbia febe Libert, 1994.  Lambillionea 94 (1) (Tome I): 43 (39-45).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Mont Fébé (Yaoundé), 1000 m. Cameroun, 11.VI.1982 (M. Libert).”  In M.N.H.N., Paris.

Distribution: Cameroon.  Known only from the holotype.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga guineensis Collins & Libert, 1997

Aslauga guineensis Collins & Libert, 1997.  Lambillionea 97 (4) (Tome I): 550 (543-556).

Type locality: Guinea: “Mont Loma, Mati, Labe, Guinée, 20 X 1994 (S.C. Collins).  Described from a female, which is in ABRI, Nairobi.  The male is unknown (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Guinea.

Known only from the (female) holotype and three females taken by ABRI collectors at Labe and Mamou  (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Labe (TL); Mamou (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Guinea aslauga.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga imitans Libert, 1994

Aslauga imitans Libert, 1994.  Lambillionea 94 (3) (Tome II): 421 (411-435).

Type locality: Ghana: “Likpe, 1.I.1975 (Th. Maessen).”  In Allyn Museum, Sarasota (Florida, U.S.A.).  First description of male in Lambillionea 97(4)(Tome I): 550.

Distribution: Ghana (Volta Region), Cameroon (west), Democratic Republic of Congo (Pania Forest).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Amedzofe, Likpe (TL); Kyabobo National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Pania Forest.

Common name: Imitating aslauga.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: A rare butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga kallimoides Schultze, 1912

Aslauga kallimoides Schultze, 1912.  Entomologische Rundschau 29: 43 (43).

Paraslauga kallimoides (Schultze, 1912).  Ackery et al., 1995: 537.

Aslauga kallimoides Schultz, 1912.  Libert, 1994: 430.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Molundu, (Südost-Kamerun)”.

Distribution: Cameroon (south), Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Equateur).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
cephren Druce, 1913 (as sp. of Aslauga).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 11: 358 (358-360).  Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja River”.
Aslauga karamoja (Libert, 1994)

Egumbia karamoja Libert, 1994.  Lambillionea 94 (1) (Tome I): 43 (39-45).

Type locality: Uganda: “Labwor Hills, Karamoja, Ouganda, VI.1954 (Van Someren).”  In NHM, London.

Distribution: Uganda.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga katangana (Romieux, 1937)

Euliphyrodes katangana Romieux, 1937.  Mitteilungen der Schweizerischen Entomologischen Gesellschaft 17: 123 (119-140).

Synonym of Egumbia ernesti (Karsch).  Ackery et al., 1995: 535.

Aslauga katangana (Romieux, 1937).  Libert, 1994: 42.
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Tshinkolobwe”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga lamborni Bethune-Baker, 1914

Aslauga lamborni Bethune-Baker, 1914 in Lamborn, 1914.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1913: 499 (436-526).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Oni, near Lagos”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oni Creek, 110 km east of Lagos (TL); Olokemeji Forest (Larsen, 2005a); Bia National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Lamborn’s aslauga.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: An uncommon butterfly.  Males defend perches from a few metres above the ground, taking short, furious flights (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: Recorded in June, November, February and March by Lamborn (1914).

Early stages:

Lamborn, 1914: 446.  [Oni Camp, 110 km east of Lagos, Nigeria]



A larva was found on the stem of Bridelia micrantha Baill. (Euphorbiaceae), which harboured a colony of the coccid Stictococcus sjoestedti Cockerell.  The ants [tending the homopterans] often constructed a shelter for these coccids from bark and vegetable debris.  This convex chamber fitted down on all sides, around the enclosed insects.  The shelters were about the size and shape of a “half hazel-nut”.  The larva was brown in colour and resembled the ‘coccid-shelters’.

Larva [final instar?] oblong on dorsal view with the lateral surfaces sloping downwards and outwards.  Covered by a tough toad-coloured skin covered with coarse rough tubercles, which extends down as a fold on all sides in carapace fashion, thus protecting the softer lateral and ventral surfaces.  Lower margin of fold bearing a fringe of very fine hairs.  Segmentation of larva only apparent because of the presence of spiracles but more than halfway to the anal extremity there is a deep transverse groove, allowing flexion of the larva.  The cuticle is so hard that a larva placed on its back was unable to right itself.  Tubercles are present but placed closer to the dorsal midline (medial to the spiracles) than in most lycaenids (lateral to the spiracles).  Head small in proportion to size of larva, with a long-neck that can be extended, tortoise-like, beyond the edge of the carapace.  A dorsal gland is absent.

The first larva found pupated soon after being found and its diet was therefore not ascertained.  Larvae discovered subsequently were found to feed on the coccids.  Pupal period 14 to 19 days (n = 6).  A pupa was found on the leaf of the plant Culcasia scandens, near Crematogaster ants.

Eltringham, 1921b: 473.  (Oni, Nigeria; pupa ex Lamborn).



“Pupa (Fig. 5).  A small much-contracted pupa attached by posterior extremity to a leaf, with the ventral surface in contact with the support.  Chiefly remarkable for the presence on the pupa of chitinous growths of very remarkable formation.  Such growths in one form or another are found on many lycaenid larvae and pupae.  They are of the same nature as the interlocking plates forming the armour of the larva of Euliphyra mirifica described by me.  As they are so marked a feature in Lycaenidae, and their structure is in many cases so elaborate, I propose the name ‘chitinanth’, a word kindly given me by Prof. Gilbert Murray to whom Prof. Poulton referred the matter.  The meaning is of course ‘chitin flower’ and is singularly appropriate.  In the present species comparatively few remain on the pupa, but from an examination of the larval skin, it would appear that the larva itself is entirely covered with them.  One of the structures highly magnified is shown at Fig. 4.  Length of pupa 8 mm.”

Larval food:

Stictococcus sjoestedti Cockerell (Coccidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 447 (Nigeria)].
Associated ant:

Crematogaster buchneri For. race winkleri For. (Formicidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 447 (Nigeria)].
Aslauga latifurca Cottrell, 1981

Aslauga latifurca Cottrell, 1981.  Systematic Entomology 6: 27 (5-45).
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Aslauga latifurca.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Kakamega Forest, Kenya.  16/vi/1996.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Zambia: “Ndola”.

Distribution: Kenya, Malawi, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Chepalungu; Kitale; Mt Elgon (Cottrell, 1981); Kakamega (unpublished).

Zambia – Lusaka; Ndola; 45 km south of Ndola (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Aslauga marginalis Kirby, 1890

Aslauga marginalis Kirby, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 261 (261-274).

Synonym of Aslauga vininga (Hewitson).  Ackery et al., 1995: 537.

Aslauga marginalis Kirby, 1890.  Libert, 1994: 424.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.

Diagnosis: Males of A. marginalis cannot be told from those of A. vininga and A. camerunica without genitalic dissection (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south), ?Cameroon (west).

Common name: Western aslauga.

Habitat: Open places in forest and on forest edges (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: An uncommon species, usually met with singly, by chance (Larsen, 2005a).  Males appear to defend territories from perches on shrubs a few metres above the ground.  Females are sometimes seen flying slowly inside forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga marshalli Butler, 1899

Aslauga marshalli Butler, 1899.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1898: 908 (902-912).
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Aslauga marshalli marshalli.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Solwezi 95km E Kingovwa Sc, Zambia.  13/X/2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Aslauga marshalli marshalli.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Solwezi 95km E Kingovwa Sc, Zambia.  13/X/2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Salisbury”.

Diagnosis: Characterized by its comparatively small size, more prominent cilia, and distinctive genitalia.  Easily distinguished from A. purpurascens by its more evenly curved wing shape, especially in males; it also has a pale streak, rather than a dark marking, at the end of the discal cell on the underside of the forewing; and the oblique tranverse line on the underside of the hindwing meets the inner margin further towards the distal margin (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: ?Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a), Cameroon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Burundi, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Common name: Dusky purple.

Habitat: Savanna.  In Zimbabwe in Brachystegia-Julbernardia woodland (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Cottrell, vide Pringle, et al. (1994) noted that colonies are often asociated with marshes and shallow lakes.

Habits: Parker, vide Pringle, et al. (1994) found a colony of the insect on the edges of a marsh south of Harare in Zimbabwe.  He noted that specimens perched on stunted specimens of Syzygium bushes and small Terminalia trees.  When disturbed they were very sluggish in their habits.  Cottrell, vide Pringle, et al. (1994) noted that A. marshalli males do not appear to show hilltopping behaviour.

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga marshalli marshalli Butler, 1899

Aslauga marshalli Butler, 1899.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1898: 908 (902-912).
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Aslauga marshalli marshalli.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Solwezi 95km E Kingovwa Sc, Zambia.  13/X/2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Aslauga marshalli marshalli.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Solwezi 95km E Kingovwa Sc, Zambia.  13/X/2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Salisbury”.

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Shaba), Burundi, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique (a single record from Dondo Forest), Zimbabwe (Harare area).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kakamega; South Kavirondo; Kisumu; Rabai (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Leopard’s Hill; Kaloko; Chambezi Valley; Alala Plateau near Mkushi (Oxford) (Heath, et al., 2002); Solwezi 95 km E Kingovwa Sc (specimens illustrated, above).

Mozambique – Dondo Forest (single female) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Harare district (Marshall); south of Harare, near the Manyame River (Parker).
marginaria Talbot, 1937 (as ssp. of Aslauga purpurascens).  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 86: 61 (59-72).  Uganda: “Gulu District (north-east of Lake Albert), Lamogi Camp”.
Aslauga marshalli adamaoua Libert, 1994

Aslauga marshalli adamaoua Libert, 1994.  Lambillionea 94 (3) (Tome II): 426 (411-435).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ngaoundéré, Cameroun, 5.V.1988 (M. Libert).”  In M.N.H.N., Paris.  Known only from the male and female types (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: ?Nigeria, Cameroon.

Known, with certainty, only from the type locality.  A specimen from the Mambilla Plateau, in Nigeria, taken by Knoop, probably belongs to this subspecies (Larsen, 2005a).
Aslauga modesta Schultze, 1923

Aslauga modesta Schultze, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1192 (1113-1242).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Süd-Kamerun, Molundu”.

Distribution: Cameroon.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga orientalis Cottrell, 1981

Aslauga orientalis Cottrell, 1981.  Systematic Entomology 6: 32 (5-45).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Tanga”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania (coast), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Rabai.  Tanzania – Tanga (TL); Lindi (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Hillwood Farm, Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Coccids (Coccidae) [Larsen, 1991: 175].
Aslauga pandora Druce, 1913

Aslauga (?) pandora Druce, 1913.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 11: 359 (358-360).

Type locality: Uganda: “Budongo Forest, Unyoro, 3400 ft.”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Sankuru, Ituri, Kasai), Uganda (Unyoro).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga prouvosti Libert & Bouyer, 1997

Aslauga prouvosti Libert & Bouyer, 1997.  Lambillionea 97 (4) (Tome I): 546 (543-556).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, XI.1995 (S.C. Collins)”.  In ABRI, Nairobi.

Diagnosis: Male similar to that of A. lamborni but differs as follows: apical margin of forewing slightly falcate; a fine dark margin on the hindwing; larger black forewing apex; delineation between blue and black more precise; underside reddish brown or violaceous brown (not grey).  Female can only be told apart by means of genitalic dissection (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Tanzania (west and north-west).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Ebogo (TL); Korup (Larsen, 2005a; single specimen).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (rare) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Common name: Prouvost’s aslauga.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga purpurascens Holland, 1890

Aslauga purpurascens Holland, 1890.  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass. 5: 424 (423-431).
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Aslauga purpurascens.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  10 km E. Mwinilunga, Zambia.  12/X/2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Gabon: “upper waters of the River Ogove”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Kinshasa, Ituri, North Kivu), Uganda, Rwanda (Larsen, 1991), Burundi (Larsen, 1991), Kenya (Larsen, 1991), Tanzania, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Mt Elgon; Nandi; Mumias; Kisumu; Chepalungu; Shimba Hills (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Kaloko (Heath, et al., 2002); 10 km east of Mwinilunga (specimen illustrated, above).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 207.  (Mount Elgon, 18 miles s.w. of Kitale).



The early stages were found mainly on Acacia stenocarpa Hochst. (Fabaceae), feeding on Membracidae.  When catching a membracid it moves nearer slowly.  When near enough the anterior portion of the carapace is raised slightly then lowered over the prey.  The egg is laid flat on the leaflets at the extreme tips of the branches, near a colony of membracids.  It is very small, white, and oval, with a slight central depression less than 0.5 mm long.  Larva.  Shaped like a limpet shell, and coloured in mottled greys and greens to represent lichen or moss on bark.  The skin is rough and leathery, the carapace being extraordinarily heavy, completely protecting the legs, head and ventral portion.  The ouline of the carapace is nearly oval with slight central indentations.  From here, on all sides, but especially from the front, it slopes very abruptly upwards to a broad dorsal ridge, 2.5 mm in breadth and centrally depressed.  At the extreme posterior end of the ridge are two small external tubercles.  Head small and black, and is protruded, when feeding or moving, from under the carapace, similar to that in a tortoise.  The tubercles were never seen to be exserted.  Pupa.  Brown, mottled with black.  Placed flat on bark or under it, and attached by the posterior extremity.  Abdominal segments very broad and contracted, sloping very sharply to the posterior extremity and more gradually to the head case.  Thorax slightly ridged and shoulders rather prominent, the pupa as a whole being squat and rougly oval in outline.  At each extremity, low down on the lateral surfaces, are small depressions, one on each side like eye-spots, and coloured black which, together with a small black line above the head case and a black spot in the centre of the posterior stalk, gives a very good impression of another insect when looked at from above.

Boulard, 1968.

Larval food:

Oxyrachis sp. (Membracidae) [Larsen, 1991: 174].

Mesohomotoma sp. (Psyllidae) [in captivity; Larsen, 1991: 174].

Stictococcus sp. (Coccidae) [in captivity; Larsen, 1991: 174].
Aslauga satyroides Libert, 1994

Aslauga satyroides Libert, 1994.  Lambillionea 94 (3) (Tome II): 412 (411-435).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Nalassi (environ 50 km au nord de Yaoundé), Cameroun, 11.X.1988 (M. Libert).”  In M.N.H.N., Paris.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga tanga Libert & Collins, 1997

Aslauga tanga Libert and Collins, 1997.  Lambillionea 97 (4) (Tome I): 552 (543-556).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Amani, Usambara Mts (3000 ft), Tanzanie, III 1977 (S.C. Collins).”  In ABRI, Nairobi.

Distribution: Tanzania (Usambara and Nguru Mountains).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Amani, East Usambara Mountains (TL; single male); Nguru Mountains (two females) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Aslauga vininga (Hewitson, 1875)

Liphyra vininga Hewitson, 1875.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 11: 183 (182-184).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando Po”.

Diagnosis: Both sexes only separable from A. marginalis by genitalic examination  (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Central aslauga.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: An apparently rare butterfly, at least in Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: March (Lamborn, 1914).

Early stages:

Lamborn, 1914: 446.  [Oni Camp, 110 km east of Lagos, Nigeria]



The larvae were found to be carnivorous, feeding on two species of Coccidae, viz Dactylopius longispinus Targ.-Tozz. and Lecanium punctuliferum var. lamborni Newstead.  Both of these coccids were tended by ants viz Crematogaster buchneri For. race laurenti For.  The Dactylopius longispinus coccids occurred in large numbers on the underside of leaves, at their base and on the stem proximal to the petiole.  The colonies of Lecanium punctuliferum were found on, especially, kola trees.    The ants often built shelters for both species of coccids, the construction of these shelters being described by Newstead on p. 524.  The pupal period of a single female specimen was 11 days and of a male specimen 15 days.

Larval food:

Dactylopius longispinus Targ.-Tozz. (Coccidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 446 (Nigeria)].

Lecanium punctuliferum var. lamborni Newstead (Coccidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 446 (Nigeria].

Associated ant:

Crematogater buchneri For. race laurenti For. (Formicidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 446 (Nigeria)].
Aslauga vininga vininga (Hewitson, 1875)

Liphyra vininga Hewitson, 1875.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 11: 183 (182-184).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando Po”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Tshopo, Tshuapa, Sankuru, Lualaba).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Onitsha  (Larsen, 2005a); Ubiaja (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

marginata Plötz, 1880 (as sp. of Deloneura).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 204 (189-206).  Gabon: “Agove”.
subfulvida Holland, 1890 (as sp. of Epitola).  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass. 5: 423 (423-431).  Gabon: “upper waters of the River Ogove”.
leonae Aurivillius, 1920 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as ?).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 343 (614 pp.).  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.
Aslauga vininga kiellandi Libert, 1997

Aslauga vininga kiellandi Libert, 1997.  Lambillionea 97 (4) (Tome I): 554 (543-556).
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Aslauga vininga kiellandi.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Kefu, Kigoma, W. Tanzania.  3/1973.  J. Kielland.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Aslauga vininga undesc. ssp.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Isombu, Ikelenge, Zambia.  28.VIII.76.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kemfu for., Kigoma dist, Tanzanie, IV 1972 (I. Kielland).”  In ABRI, Nairobi.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kemfu Forest, Kigoma (Kielland, 1990).  The Kemfu Forest has been completely destroyed subsequent to the capture of the small series of individuals that were used to describe the subspecies (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – A single female (illustrated above) from Lisombo, Kalene Hill (Heath, et al., 2002).
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