FAMILY  LYCAENIDAE
SUBFAMILY  THECLINAE

Swainson, 1830
TRIBE  THECLINI

Swainson, 1830
SUBTRIBE  HYPOLYCAENINA

Swinhoe, 1910
Genus Hypolycaena Felder & Felder, 1862
Verhandlungen der Zoologisch-Botanischen Gesellschaft in Wien 12: 493? (473-496).
Type-species: Myrina sipylus Felder, by subsequent designation (Scudder, 1875.  Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 10: 195 (91-293).) [extralimital]

= Tatura Butler, 1888. Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1887: 572 (567-574).  Type-species: Thecla lebena [sic] Hewitson, by monotypy.

An Old World genus containing 46 species, 25 of which occur in the Afrotropical Region.

Hypolycaena amanica Stempffer, 1951

Hypolycaena amanica Stempffer, 1951.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 56: 123 (119-128).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Amani, Usambara”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east - Usambara and Ulunguru Mountains)

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypolycaena anara Larsen, 1986

Hypolycaena hatita anara Larsen, 1986.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 45: 160 (151-172).

Hypolycaena anara Larsen, 1986.  Larsen & Mei, 1998 stat. rev.
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Hypolycaena anara.  Male, Guinea.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
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Hypolycaena anara.  Female, Guinea.  Upperside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Kaduna, Anara Forest Reserve”.

Distribution: Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Burkina Faso (south) (Prost and ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a), Ivory Coast (north) (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Nigeria (north-east).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Labe area of the Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a); Parc National du Haut Niger (M. Mei teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Mount Sangbe (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Anara Forest, Kaduna (TL); Mubi in the Adamawa area (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Savanna fairy hairstreak.

Habitat: Dense savanna and dry forest in hilly country (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypolycaena antifaunus (Westwood, 1851)

Iolaus antifaunus Westwood, 1851 in Doubleday & Westwood, 1846-52.  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 75 [1851], 482 [1852] (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.
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Hypolycaena antifaunus antifaunus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Congo.  13-3-76.  (Henning collection - H377).
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Hypolycaena antifaunus antifaunus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Bangui, R.C.A.  May ’73.  (Henning collection - H377A).
Type locality: Sierra Leone; Ghana: “Ashanti”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Common name: Large fairy hairstreak.

Habits: A fairly common, widespread butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Males defend territories from perches on leaves, from one to two metres above the ground, along forest roads or on the edges of clearings.  The long tails may be very evident when males engage in combat.  It may also inhabit the forest canopy (Larsen, 1991).  Males sometimes mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypolycaena antifaunus antifaunus (Westwood, 1851)

Iolaus antifaunus Westwood, 1851 in Doubleday & Westwood, 1846-52.  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 75 [1851], 482 [1852] (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.
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Hypolycaena antifaunus antifaunus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Congo.  13-3-76.  (Henning collection - H377).
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Hypolycaena antifaunus antifaunus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Bangui, R.C.A.  May ’73.  (Henning collection - H377A).
Type locality: Sierra Leone; Ghana: “Ashanti”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Ashanti (TL).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Ndola; Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).
latefasciata Dufrane, 1953 (as ab. of Hypolycaena antifaunus).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 89: 52 (41-57).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Bilembo”.
Hypolycaena antifaunus latimacula (Joicey & Talbot, 1921)

Zeltus antifaunus latimacula Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 94 (40-166).

Type locality: Uganda: “Lumpunga River, Malagarassi Valley, Urindi District”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kakamega; Suna (Larsen, 1991).
Hypolycaena auricostalis (Butler, 1897)

Iolaus auricostalis Butler, 1897.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 832 (817-850).
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Hypolycaena auricostalis auricostalis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 20mm.  Greystone Park, Kitwe, Zambia.  23.x.78.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H374).
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Hypolycaena auricostalis auricostalis.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Vipya Plateau.  16.12.71.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H374A).
Type locality: Malawi: “Kasitu River, Angoni county, W. of Lake Nyassa”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypolycaena auricostalis auricostalis (Butler, 1897)

Iolaus auricostalis Butler, 1897.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 832 (817-850).
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Hypolycaena auricostalis auricostalis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 20mm.  Greystone Park, Kitwe, Zambia.  23.x.78.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H374).
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Hypolycaena auricostalis auricostalis.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Vipya Plateau.  16.12.71.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H374A).
Type locality: Malawi: “Kasitu River, Angoni county, W. of Lake Nyassa”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Shaba), Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mufulira; Kanona; Changwena Falls; Mafinga Mountains; Makutu Mountains (Heath, et al., 2002).
sebasta Hulstaert, 1924 (as sp. of Hypolycaena).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 176 (112-122, 173-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Elisabethville”.
Hypolycaena auricostalis frommi Strand, 1911

Hypolycaena frommi Strand, 1911.  Mitteilungen aus dem Zoologischen Museum in Berlin 5: 288 (275-304).

Type locality: Tanzania: “von Msamwia, S. Utipa”.

Distribution: Tanzania.
Hypolycaena buxtoni Hewitson, 1874

Hypolycaena buxtoni Hewitson, 1874.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 206 (205-206).

Type locality: South Africa: “(River Asuto)”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa.


Misattributed to the Nigeria fauna by Larsen (1971) (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Buxton’s hairstreak.

Habitat: Forest; usually on forest edges or in clearings in forest.

Habits: The flight is quite slow and specimens settle frequently, on low vegertation (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Males defend territories from perches 1.5 to 3 metres above the ground (Larsen, 1991).

Flight period: September to May (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Tricalysia species (Rubiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 100].

Pavetta species (Rubiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 100].

Tarenna pavettoides (?) [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003; flower buds; Sanje, Tanzania].
Hypolycaena buxtoni buxtoni Hewitson, 1874

Hypolycaena buxtoni Hewitson, 1874.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 206 (205-206).

Type locality: South Africa: “(River Asuto)”.

Distribution: Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (eastern border), South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Mozambique – Vila Gouveia (Pennington).

Zimbabwe – Chimanimani Mountains, at 1 500 m (D. and R. Plowes).

KwaZulu-Natal – Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953); Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Kosi Bay; False Bay; Umdoni Park (Pringle, et al., 1994); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Bashee River; Kei Mouth; Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953); Embotyi (Pringle, et al., 1994).
seamani Trimen, 1874 (as sp. of Hypolycaena).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 332 (329-341).  South Africa: “Pinetown, Natal”.
Hypolycaena buxtoni rogersi Bethune-Baker, 1924

Hypolycaena buxtoni f. rogersi Bethune-Baker, 1924.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 14: 131 (130-135).

Type locality: Kenya: “Rabai, Mombasa”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania (coast).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Shimba Hills, Mrima Hill.  Apparently not north of Mombasa (Larsen, 1991).
Hypolycaena buxtoni spurcus Talbot, 1929

Hypolycaena buxtoni spurcus Talbot, 1929.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 3: 141 (139-142).
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Hypolycaena buxtoni spurcus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Kundalila Falls, Zambia.  11.3.73.  I. Bampton  (Henning collection - H375).
Type locality: Zambia: “Abercorn”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Shaba), Tanzania (south-west), Zambia (widespread).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Solwezi; Mufulira; Ndola; Msamfu, Kasama; Mkushi; Mafinga Mountains (Heath, et al., 2002).

Note: Kielland (1990: 195) treats spurcus as a good species (stat. nov.).

divisa Talbot, 1935 (as f. of Hypolycaena buxtoni).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 116 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).  Zambia: “N.E. Rhodesia: Lake Young to Mpika”.
Hypolycaena clenchi Larsen, 1997

Hypolycaena clenchi Larsen, 1997.  Metamorphosis 8 (4): 177 (172-182).

Type locality: Ghana: “Ghana, Cape Coast, Kakum (Kruwa) (01.15W 05.25N), iv. 1994. (T.B. Larsen leg.).  In the Natural History Museum, London.”  Description based on examination of over 100 specimens.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Cameroon? Congo? Equatorial Guinea?

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kakum N.P. (TL).

Common name: Clench’s fairy hairstreak.

Habitat: Forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rather scarce butterfly, with habits similar to those of H. lebona (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: The taxonomic status of the populations in Cameroon, and eastwards, is uncertain (Larsen, 2005a).
Hypolycaena coerulea Aurivillius, 1895

Hypolycaena lebona var coerulea Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 210 (195-220, 255-268).
Hypolycaena lebona coerulea Aurivillius, 1895.  Stempffer, 1967 (Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) Supplement 10: 120 (332 pp.)).

Hypolycaena coerulea Aurivillius, 1895.  Larsen, 1997: 178 stat. rev.
Type locality: Cameroon: [“Itoki, Kitta, N’Dian”].

Distribution: Nigeria (Niger Delta, east and Cross River loop), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okomu (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Shining fairy hairstreak.

Habitat: Primary, undisturbed forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rare species with a restricted geographical range (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Hypolycaena condamini Stempffer, 1956

Hypolycaena condamini Stempffer, 1956.  Mémoires de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (48): 207 (207-208).

Type locality: Senegal: “Oussadou, Parc National du Niokolo-Koba, Sénégal”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Niokolo-Koba National Park (TL); Tougha (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Guinea – Mont Loura (Larsen, 2005a); Mamou area (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a); Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Senegal hairstreak.

Habitat: Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a poorly known butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: This species perhaps deserves a genus of its own (Larsen, 2005a).
Hypolycaena dubia Aurivillius, 1895

Hypolycaena dubia Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 211 (195-220, 255-268).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Itoki, Kitta Bonge”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (south - Shaba and north-east), Uganda.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Mount Afagjato (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Dubious fairy hairstreak.

Habitat: Forest, but also in degraded habitats (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: The most common species in the lebona-group (Larsen, 2005a).  Larsen (2005a) observed courtship behaviour in this species.  He noted that a male hovered about five cm above a perched female for about six seconds before landing just behind her and advancing towards her.  On being reached by the male she flew up and landed on another leaf.  This behaviour was repeated five times without copulation occurring, the ‘escape flight’ of the female possibly an indication of rejection.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypolycaena hatita Hewitson, 1865

Hypolycaena hatita Hewitson, 1865 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 51 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Type locality: Ghana: “Ashanti”; Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia.


Records from the Basse Casamance, Senegal may refer to this species or to H. anara.

Common name: Common fairy hairstreak.

Habitat: Primary forest and dense secondary growth (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A fairly common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  The habits are similar to those of H. antifaunus.  The long tails are very conspicuous when the butterfly is flying.  Courting individuals perform a spectacular aerial pas-de-deux, circling around each other more slowly than when males make aggressive sorties from their territorial perches (Larsen, 1991).  Males perch on green leaves, about two metres above the ground (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are often seen feeding from bird droppings and occasionally also mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Syzygium species (Myrtaceae) [Roberts, 1969].

Note: The populations in Ethiopia constitute an undescribed subspecies (Ackery et al., 1995; Larsen, 2005a).
Hypolycaena hatita hatita Hewitson, 1865

Hypolycaena hatita Hewitson, 1865 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 51 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Type locality: Ghana: “Ashanti”; Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Ituri, Tshopo, Tsuapa, Kinshasa, Cataractes, Bas-Fleuve, Sankuru, Maniema).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Conakry area (Larsen, 2005a); Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Ashanti (TL).

Cameroon – Korup (Lees, 1989).
Hypolycaena hatita japhusa Riley, 1921

Hypolycaena japhusa Riley, 1921.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1921: 246 (234-259).
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Hypolycaena hatita japhusa.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Ndola, Zambia.  16 May 74.  I. Bamton.  (Henning collection - H376).
Type locality: Zambia: “Yiafusa R. (a tributary of the Lukanga River), near Kashitu, N.W. Rhodesia”.

Distribution: Tanzania (west), Malawi, Zambia (Copperbelt, northwards), Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kigoma District; Mpanda District (Kielland, vide Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Kabompo River; Chingola; Ndola; Mufulira; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).
Hypolycaena hatita ugandae Sharpe, 1904

Hypolycaena ugandae Sharpe, 1904.  Entomologist 37: 203 (202-204).

Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe”.

Diagnosis: Smaller then ssp. japhusa, and with a darker upperside (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Lomani, Kivu), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Munene Forest; Rumanyika Game Reserve (common in all these localities) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Hypolycaena jacksoni Bethune-Baker, 1906

Hypolycaena jacksoni Bethune-Baker, 1906.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 17: 106 (104-110).

Type locality: Uganda: “Toro”.

Distribution: Uganda (west), Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu, Kisaba, Ruwenzori), Rwanda, Burundi.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
puella Joicey and Talbot, 1921 (as ssp. of Hypolycaena buxtoni).  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 93 (40-166).  Uganda: “Ruwenzori, western slope, 2500 m”.
Hypolycaena kadiskos Druce, 1890

Hypolycaena kadiskos Druce, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 5: 27 (24-31).

Type locality: Nigeria: “W. Africa, Lagos”.

Distribution: Ghana, Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Lagos (TL), Omo Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (single male); Munene Forest (rare) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Common name: Scarce hairstreak.

Habitat: Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Appears to be a very rare species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypolycaena kakumi Larsen, 1997

Hypolycaena kakumi Larsen, 1997.  Metamorphosis 8 (4): 180 (172-182).

Type locality: Ghana: “Ghana, Cape Coast, Kakum (Abrafo) (01.25W 05.20N), xii.1993 (T.B. Larsen leg.).  In the Natural History Museum, London.”  Described from more than 500 specimens.

Distribution: Ivory Coast (east), Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kakum N.P. (TL).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Congo – Odzala National Park.

Common name: Kakum fairy hairstreak.

Habitat: Forest of fair to good quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A fairly common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypolycaena lebona (Hewitson, 1865)

Thecla lebona Hewitson, 1865 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 51 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Common name: Fairy hairstreak.

Habitat: Good quality forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: An uncommon hairstreak that flies along paths and in clearings in forest, often settling on bushes.  Known to mud-puddle and has also been seen imbibing moisture from moist wood ash (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  Males of the lebona-group defend territories from perches on the upperside of flat green leaves.  They only attack members of their own species group.  The long tails make their flight appear somewhat laboured.  Courting males hover over the female for extended periods, possibly releasing pheromones while doing so.  Clusters of males are sometimes seen on leaves that are covered by an exudation falling from above, possibly homopteran honeydew.  Males are also frequently found imbibing fluids from bird droppings (Larsen, 2005a).  On a number of occasions females of the lebona-group have been seen on the stems of at least two types of creeper, about one metre above the ground.  Here they walk about agitatedly, rubbing their hindwings and antennating the surface and touching it with their abdomen.  Oviposition, however, was not proved as no eggs could be found.

Early stages:

Lamborn, 1914: 473.


DNO present in larva but TO’s not discerned.  The larva is deep green in colour.  The orifice of the DNO has reddish lips.  White spots mark the location of the TO’s but these were not seen to be exserted.  Pupal period 9 - 11 days (n = 2).

Eltringham, 1921b: 483  (determination of species uncertain; ex Lamborn, Oni, Nigeria)


“Plate XIII, fig. 16.  A small perfectly smooth pupa, pale in colour with slightly darker markings.  Length 6 mm.

Larval food:

‘Ewo’ (Yoruba language) [Lamborn, 1914: 473 (Nigeria)].

Associated ant:

Pheidole aurivillii Mayr. race kasaiensis For. (Formicidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 473 (Nigeria)].

Pheidole species (Formicidae) [Congdon and Collins, 1998: 98].
Hypolycaena lebona lebona (Hewitson, 1865)

Thecla lebona Hewitson, 1865 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 51 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Old Calabar (TL).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
anomala Dufrane, 1953 (as ab. of Hypolycaena lebona).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 89: 52 (41-57).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Bilembo”.
splendens Dufrane, 1953 (as ab. of Hypolycaena lebona).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 89: 52 (41-57).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo Belge”.
Hypolycaena lebona davenporti Larsen, 1997

Hypolycaena lebona davenporti Larsen, 1997.  Metamorphosis 8 (4): 177 (172-182).

Type locality: Uganda: “SW Uganda, Kayonza Forest, Kigezi District, (00S 30E) June, 1951 (van Someren leg., in the Natural History Museum, London).”

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill and Bulembe in Minziro Forest (not uncommon) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Hypolycaena liara Druce, 1890

Hypolycaena liara Druce, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 5: 27 (24-31).

Type locality: Ghana: “W. Africa, Addah, Lagos”.

Distribution: Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Black-patch hairstreak.

Habitat: Forest and secondary growth (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This appears to be a rare butterfly, which is shy and has somewhat skulking habits.  At times it may be locally common.  Males are quite sedentary and perch on leaves in the shade of the forest (Larsen, 1991; Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Vitex species (Verbenaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 100].
Hypolycaena liara liara Druce, 1890

Hypolycaena liara Druce, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 5: 27 (24-31).

Type locality: Ghana: “W. Africa, Addah, Lagos”.

Distribution: Guinea (east), Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Kivu, Tshopo, Kinshasa, Sankuru, Lomani, Lualuba, Tanganika), Sudan (south), Uganda, Somalia, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Labe (Larsen, 2005a); Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Addah (TL).

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Kakamega; Suna; Soy; Trans-Nzoia (Larsen, 1991).

symmacha Hulstaert, 1924 (as sp. of Hypolycaena).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 175 (112-122, 173-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Region de Sasa”.
bitjeana Bethune-Baker, 1926 (as sp. of Hypolycaena).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 394 (384-402).  Cameroon: “Bitje”.  [Stempffer (1967: 120) treats this taxon as  a valid species].
Hypolycaena liara plana Talbot, 1935

Hypolycaena liara plana Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 116 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).
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Hypolycaena liara plana.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Kalungwishi R., Kabweluma F., Zambia, 3000'.  7/7/75.  Bampton.  (Henning collection - H378).
Type locality: Zambia: “N.E. Rhodesia:  Mouth of the Chambezi to Mansya River and Lake Young, 4,500 ft”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Tanzania (south-west), Zambia (Lusaka, northwards).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Mwinilunga; Ndola; Chingola; Chililabombwe; Mkushi; Kasama (Heath, et al., 2002).
Hypolycaena obscura Stempffer, 1947

Hypolycaena liara f. obscura Stempffer, 1947.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 52: 37 (35-41).

Hypolycaena obscura Stempffer, 1947.  Larsen, 1991: 203.
Type locality: Sudan: “Laboni, Mts Acholi, Soudan meridional”.

Distribution: Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania (west).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypolycaena lochmophila Tite, 1967

Hypolycaena lochmophila Tite, 1967.  Entomologist 100: 166 (166-168).

Type locality: South Africa: “Hluhluwe”.

Diagnosis: Close to H. philippus.  H. lochmophila differs from H. philippus in that the upperside ground-colour is darker in both sexes; the underside ground-colour is bright whitish grey (dull grey-brown in philippus); on the forewing underside the postdiscal transverse band bends outwards below vein 3, forming an elbowwhich nearly approximates the submarginal band in area 1B (in philippus it is in a straight line, roughly parallel to the submarginal band) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Malawi (Mlanje and Zomba), Zimbabwe (east), South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal - north).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Mutare (Pinhey).

KwaZulu-Natal – False Bay, near Hluhluwe (Pennington; TL); Belvedere, north of False Bay (the Millars); Makatini Flats; Emanguzi Forest; KwaNgwanase; Kosi Bay (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Coastal hairstreak.

Habitat: Coastal forest.

Habits: Specimens are usually found flying in the shade of large trees. Here it flutters about in the broken sunshine, often settling on epiphytes growing on the massive tree trunks (Pringle, et al., 1994). 

Flight period: Probably flies all year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:


Henning, S., and Henning, G., 1989: 61.

Larval food:

Deinbollia oblongifolia (E. Mey. ex Arn.) Radlk. (Sapindaceae) [S. and G. Henning, 1989: 61].
Hypolycaena naara Hewitson, 1873

Hypolycaena naara Hewitson, 1873.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 124 (122-125).

Type locality: Angola: “West Africa (Angola)”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Kisangani).


Recorded, in error, from Togo by Karsch (1895) (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: 

Habits: An exceedingly rare butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypolycaena nigra Bethune-Baker, 1914

Hypolycaena nigra Bethune-Baker, 1914 in Lamborn, 1914.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1913: 502 (436-526).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Lagos”; Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Ituri, Kivu, Tshopo, Tshuapa, Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest; Munene Forest (rare) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Common name: Black fairy hairstreak.

Habitat: Forest of good quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Apparently scarcer than either H. antifaunus or H. hatita (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Lamborn, 1914: 473.


Nine larvae were found on two adjacent leaves [of an unspecified plant], implying that they may have originated from a single batch of eggs.  The larvae were soft, green and onisciform in shape.  Pupal period 8 to 9 days.

Eltringham, 1921b: 483  (ex Lamborn, Oni, Nigeria)


“Pupa (Plate XIII, fig. 19).  The pupa is attached along its ventral surface to the underside of a leaf and resembles somewhat that of Pilodeudorix diyllus (fig. 8), and is darkly marbled on a slightly paler ground-colour.  The cuticle is smooth, but bears numerous very minute hairs.  A portion of the larval skin remains attached to the leaf, and from this I have made a preparation which shows the larval cuticle to be covered with chitinanths of the forms shown at fig. 19.  Length of pupa 10 mm

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant:

Pheidole aurivillii race kasaiensis (Formicidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 473 (Nigeria)].

Note: According to Ackery, et al. (1995: 603) Uganda specimens have larger white spots and may represent an undescribed subspecies.
Hypolycaena ogadenensis Stempffer, 1946

Hypolycaena (?) ogadenensis Stempffer, 1946.  Revue Française d’Entomologie 13: 10 (8-19).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Dagahbur, environ 2500 pieds, Ogaden”.

Distribution: Ethiopia.  Known from the holotype only.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypolycaena pachalica Butler, 1888

Hypolycaena (Tatura) pachalica Butler, 1888.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1888: 69 (56-85).
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Hypolycaena pachalica.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Nairobi-Magadi Road, mile 34, 4000'.  16/11/72.  J.G.W.  (Henning collection - H373).
Type locality: Uganda: “Wadelai”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (east, north), Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri, Mahagi-Port, Kivu, Semliki), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (according to Ackery, et al., 1995 but not substantiated by Heath, et al., 2002), Saudi Arabia (south-west), Yemen.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Ortum; Samburu; Lake Baringo; Kibwezi; Isiolo; Nairobi; Shimba Hills; coast (Larsen, 1991).

Habits: Much like those of H. philippus.  Both species are fond of flowers and males occasionally come to damp patches (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Eastern hairstreak.

Habitat: Savanna and open forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Combretum constrictum Lawson (Combretaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 328].

Talinum portulacifolium (?) [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003; Ruaha, Tanzania].
aureolineata Bethune-Baker, 1906 (as sp. of Hypolycaena).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 18: 340 (339-346).  Uganda: “Toro”.
Hypolycaena philippus (Fabricius, 1793)

Hesperia philippus Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 283 (488 pp.).
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Hypolycaena philippus philippus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Peace Cottage, Natal.  20.XII.53.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3795).
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Hypolycaena philippus philippus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  La Lucia, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  March, 2000.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: [Africa]: “India”. [False locality.]  Probably Sierra Leone (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Sub-saharan Africa, including Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Mali, Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Kenya, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland.  Also Arabia, Yemen, Madagascar, Seychelles, ?Comoro Islands.

Common name: Purple-brown hairstreak; Common hairstreak.

Habitat: Dry savanna to forest (i.e. has a wide ecological tolerance).  In Madagascar it occurs in forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Habits: This is a common butterfly.  The flight is not particularly rapid and it settles frequently, on the leaves of shrubs or trees, usually only a metre or so from the ground (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Flowers are avidly visited, especially those of the weed Tridax sp.  Males defend territories from perches on the leaves of bushes (Larsen, 1991).  Males mud-puddle, especially during dry periods (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Lamborn and Poulton, 1911. (Proceedings pp. c-ci).

Lamborn, 1914: 474.


Pupal period 7 to 9 days (n = 2).

Jackson, 1937: 213 [North Kavirondo: Kitosh, slopes of Mt. Elgon, Kenya].

"The larva feeds on the seed capsules and leaves of Ximenia americana Linn., Oleaceae.  Egg.  White, circular and domed, with a prominent black central spot; the surface ornamented with a deeply cut reticulated pattern.  Diameter, 0.5 mm.  It is laid on or near the small seed capsules.  Larva.  Clear dark green and immaculate, with smooth velvety skin and segment divisions sharply defined, but not incised.  The margins are slightly scalloped and are fringed with short brownish hair.  In shape regular, barely narrowing at the extremities and much like some species of typical Lycaeninae.  Collar broad, rounded and paler green.  There is a distinct gland, fringed with short brown hair and having a dark oval orifice; there are apparently no tubercles which, if true, is most unusual.  Length, 17 mm; breadth, 4 mm.  Pupa.  The pupa is dark green with a few lighter halky markings and a fine pale dorsal line.  It is regular in shape and rather like an Anthene pupa, but broader than most.  Thorax ridged with a slight central depression between it and the abdominal segments.  Length, 8 mm; breadth, 5 mm.  Locality.  North Kavirondo: Kitosh, slopes of Mt. Elgon, about 5,500 feet, May, 1934."
Clark and Dickson, 1971: 129, plate 62 [as Hypolycaena philippus philippus; near East London, Eastern Cape].

"Egg:  0.6 mm diam. x 0.25 mm high.  Laid singly on the surface of a young leaf or its stalk; final colour pale greenish-blue, with slightly raised, white ribbing.  Eggs hatch after 4-12 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva (with 5 instars):  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2 mm in 4 dyas; 2nd instar growing to 3.5 mm in 3 days; 3rd instar growing to 6 mm in 4 days; 4th instar growing to 8.5 mm in 4 days; 5th instar growing to 17.5 mm in 7 days.  Larva (with 4 instars:  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 1.75 mm in 8 days; 2nd instar growing to 4.25 mm in 7-13 days; 3rd instar growing to 8,5 mm in 10 days; 4th instar growing to 17.5 mm in 15 days.  The duration of the instars is variable, in the case of the 4-instar larvae.  There is a honey-gland from and including the 2nd instar, but there are no tubercles.  Larvae eat out troughs in the leaves and occupy the eaten-out portion.  Later they move to another part and soon a series of discolouring troughs is left, among which a larva is not easily detected.  The larvae are of various shades of green, in later instars, but in the early instars may be pale bluish or pale dull yellow.  Pupa:  10 mm.  Secured to a leaf or twig by the cremastral hooks entangled in a silken mat.  The colour varies from shades of green to bluish-green or grey, matching its surroundings.  When disturbed, the pupa taps its body rapidly against its support.  Emergence takes place after 11-18 days."  "Ant-association, where the larva is concerned, does not appear to be particularly close in the case of H. philippus, although one may often find ants in the vicinity of the larvae and they are known to 'milk' the latter."  Recorded from eggs and larvae from near East London, Cape Province."
Bampton, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 160 [as Hypolycaena philippus philippus; locality not specified].

"Larvae have been recorded by Bampton, feeding on the flowers of X. caffra Sond. and pupating in the soil at the foot of the tree, in association with ants."

Larval food:

Allophylus sp. (Sapindaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 202].

Clerodendrum capense Thunb. (Verbenaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 328].

Clerodendrum glabrum E. Mey. (Verbenaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 129].

Coccinia grandis (Cucurbitaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 202].

Cultivated beans (Fabaceae) [Fontaine, 1988 (Democratic Republic of Congo)].

Deinbollia oblongifolia (E. Mey. ex Arn.) Radlk. (Sapindaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 129].

Ixora sp. (Rubiaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 202].

Loranthus dregei (Loranthaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 328; oviposition only].

Maytenus gracilipes (Celastaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 100].

Gymnosporia senegalensis (Lam.) Excell (Celastraceae) [Ficq, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 160; as sp. of Maytenus].

Millingtonia species (Bignoniaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Punica granatum (Puniaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 202].

Vangueria infausta Burch. (Rubiaceae) [Williams, 1996: 134; Kosi Bay, KwaZulu-Natal; oviposition only].

Vangueria randii S. Moore (Rubiaceae) [Walter, in Pringle et al., 1994].

Ximenia americana L. (Olacaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 213].

Ximenia caffra Sond. (Olacaceae) [Mullin, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 160].

Ximenia species (Olacaceae) [Bampton, et al., 1991 (Congo)].

Associated ant:

Pheidole aurivillii Mayr. kasaiensis For. (Formicidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 474 (Nigeria)].

Pheidole rotundata For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 474 (Nigeria)].

Camponotus akwapimensis Mayr. var. poultoni For. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 474 (Nigeria)].

Camponotus maculatus F. (Formcidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 474 (Nigeria)].

Hypolycaena philippus philippus (Fabricius, 1793)

Hesperia philippus Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 283 (488 pp.).

[image: image32.jpg]


[image: image33.jpg]



Hypolycaena philippus philippus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Peace Cottage, Natal.  20.XII.53.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3795).
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Hypolycaena philippus philippus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  La Lucia, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  March, 2000.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: [Africa]: “India”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Sub-saharan Africa, including Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Mali, Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Togo, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, Kenya, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.  Also Arabia, Yemen.

Specific localities:
Ghana – Cpe Coast (Larsen, 2005a).
Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).

Nigeria – Lagos (Larsen, 2005a).
Zambia – Ikelenge; Chirundu; Luangwa Bridge; Lusaka; Chalimbana; Ndola; Mufulira; Kasaba Bay; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams); Mountain Sanctuary N.R. (Williams).

Gauteng – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Alicedale (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Sihota (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).
Swaziland – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).
orejus Hopffer, 1855 (as sp. of Jolaus).  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 641 (639-643).  Mozambique: “Mossambique”.

erylus Trimen, 1866 (as sp. of Amblypodia).  Rhopalocera Africae Australis Part 2. Satyridae, Eurytelidae, Lycaenidae, and Hesperidae [sic]: 228 (183-353 pp.). Cape Town.  South Africa: “Bashee River, Kaffraria; King William’s Town, British Kaffraria”.
Hypolycaena philippus ramonza (Saalmüller, 1878)

Cupido ramonza Saalmüller, 1878.  Bericht über die Senckenbergischen Naturforschen Gesellschaft 1878: 84 (71-96).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagaskar”.

Distribution: Madagascar, Seychelles (Aldabra, Cosmoledo), Comoro Islands.
vittigera Mabille, 1879 (as sp. of Hypolycaena).  Petites Nouvelles Entomologiques 2: 289 (289).  Madagascar: “Madagascar”.
Hypolycaena schubotzi Aurivillius, 1923

Hypolycaena schubotzi Aurivillius, 1923 in Schultze & Aurivillius, 1923.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1223 (1113-1242).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Belg. Kongo: Yakoma (Uelle-Distrikt)”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.  Apparently known only from the holotype.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note:  Larsen (2005a) states that, judging from the painting of the holotype of schubotzi, it appears to be a junior synonym of H. kadiskos Druce, 1890 but he does not formally emend its status.
Hypolycaena scintillans Stempffer, 1957

Hypolycaena lebona ab. scintillans Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 210 (195-220, 255-268).

Hypolycaena scintillans Stempffer, 1957.

Synonym of Hypolycaena lebona coerulea Stempffer.  Ackery et al., 1995: 603.

Hypolycaena scintillans Stempffer, 1957.  Larsen, 1997: 179.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Itoki, Kitta, N’Dian”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a); Mundemba (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Scintillating fairy hairstreak.

Habitat: Primary and secondary forest, including poor secondary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A fairly common species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypolycaena similis Dufrane, 1945

Hypolycaena similis Dufrane, 1945.  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 81: 118 (90-143).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kinumbe, 1000 m. alt”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypolycaena tearei Henning, 1981

Hypolycaena tearei Henning, 1981.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 93: 55 (55-57).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Chirinda forest, Melsetter District, Zimbabwe-Rhodesia, 22.II.1972, W. Teare.”  Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Diagnosis: Similar to H. philippus but the ground-colour of the underside of the wings in both sexes is paler.  Females of I. tearei, on the upperside, have more extensive white markings and the ground-colour is a paler brown than in philippus (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Specific localities:

Mozambique – Amatongas Forest (Teare).

Zimbabwe – Chirinda Forest (Teare; TL).

Common name: Teare’s hairstreak.

Habitat: 

Habits: During the day males fly around the tops of the trees but in the early morning can be found flying low down (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All of the warmer months of the year, with peak emergence in February and March (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Hemiolaus Aurivillius, 1922
In: Seitz, 1908-25.  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 386 (614  pp.).
Type-species: Jolaus caeculus Hopffer, by subsequent designation (Stempffer & Bennett, 1958.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 20: 1254 (1243-1347).).

An Afrotropical genus comprising four species, three of these species in Madagascar.

Stempffer and Bennett (1958: 1254) treated Hemiolaus as a subgenus of Iolaus.  Its status was revised by Henning (1994; in: Pringle, Henning, and Ball [eds].  Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2nd edition: 161 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa) who transferred it from Iolaus Hübner to Hypolycaena Felder, at subgeneric level.  Larsen (1991: 201) treats Hemiolaus as a full genus as does Lees et al. (2003).
Hemiolaus caeculus (Hopffer, 1855)

Jolaus caeculus Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 642 (639-643).

Iolaus (Hemiolaus) caeculus (Hopffer, 1855).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Hypolycaena (Hemiolaus) caeculus (Hopffer, 1855).  Henning, in Pringle et al., 1994. (Not seen by Ackery et al. (1995).

Hemiolaus caeculus (Hopffer, 1855).  Lees et al., 2003.
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Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus.  Male.  Left – upperside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Recto.  Great Salt Pan.  7-4-67.  J.C. Nicholson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3797).

Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus.  Male.  Right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Verso.  Singceni, Swaziland.  16.?.56.  K. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3797).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Mossambique”.

Diagnosis: In the dry-season form the red stripes on the underside of the wings are much narrower and the ground-colour on the underside is much darker (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Taxonomy: H. caeculus is probably either a sister species or, more likely, a paraspecies (see Ackery and Vane-Wright, 1984) to the Madagascan H. ceres (Lees et al., 2003).

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia, Angola, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland.


Misattributed to the Madagascar fauna by Mabille (1887: 233).

Common name: Azure hairstreak.

Habitat: Savanna and margins of coastal forest.

Habits: The flight is slow and leisurely, usually around or near the larval foodplant, or other low bushes.  Both sexes are fond of flowers (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year, with distinct dry- and wet-season forms.

Early stages:

Larsen, 1991: 201.

“the bright sky-blue eggs are said to be laid in clusters (I have not been able to retrace the source of this interesting observation).”

Migdoll, 1987: 184; fig. 103a  [as Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus].

Pringle, et al., 1994: 162.

"The pupa is green, smoothly rounded and similar to that of H. philippus.  It pupates on the leaves of the foodplant."

Larval food:

Olax dissitiflora Oliv. (Olacaceae) [Migdoll, 1987: 184].

Olax obtusifolia De Wild. (Olacaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 162].
Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus (Hopffer, 1855)

Jolaus caeculus Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 642 (639-643).

 Iolaus (Hemiolaus) caeculus caeculus (Hopffer, 1855).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Hypolycaena (Hemiolaus) caeculus caeculus (Hopffer, 1855).  Henning, in Pringle et al., 1994. (Not seen by Ackery et al. (1995).

Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus (Hopffer, 1855).  Lees et al., 2003.
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Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus.  Male.  Left – upperside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Recto.  Great Salt Pan.  7-4-67.  J.C. Nicholson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3797).

Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus.  Male.  Right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Verso.  Singceni, Swaziland.  16.?.56.  K. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3797).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Mossambique”.

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Kwango, Kasai, Sankurur, Lomani, Lualaba, Shaba, Tanganika, Maniema, and rarely Kinshasa and Uele), Tanzania (south-east),  Zambia (east and south-east), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Victoria Falls; Lusaka (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Maputo; Beira; Dondo (Pringle, et al., 1994); Inhambane (Williams).

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Wyliespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Masequa’s Poort (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterpoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Saltpan (Swanepoel, 1953); Blouberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Abel Erasmus Pass (Williams); Gundani.

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953).
Swaziland – Stegi (Swanepoel, 1953); Singceni (Pringle, et al., 1994); Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).
dolores Suffert, 1904 (as sp. of Hypolycaena).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 57 (12-107).  Tanzania: “Mhonda, Deutsch-Ost-Africa”.
obscurus Suffert, 1904 (as ssp. of Hypolycaena caeculus).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 60 (12-107).  Tanzania: “Mhonda, Deutsch-Ost-Africa”.
duponti Dufrane, 1953 (as ab. of Hypolycaena caeculus).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 89: 53 (41-57).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “rivière Muana”.
Hemiolaus caeculus littoralis Stempffer, 1954

Hemiolaus caeculus littoralis Stempffer, 1954.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) (Sciences zoologique) 27: 25 (48 pp.).

 Iolaus (Hemiolaus) caeculus littoralis (Stempffer, 1954).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Hemiolaus caeculus littoralis Stempffer, 1954.  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Kenya: “Kwale, Mombasa coast”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania (coast, inland to the Usambara Mountains).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Shimba Hills (Larsen, 1991).
Hemiolaus caeculus tsodiloensis (Pinhey, 1969)

Iolaus caeculus tsodiloensis Pinhey, 1969.  Arnoldia (Rhodesia) 4 (8): 1 (4 pp.).

Iolaus (Hemiolaus) caeculus tsodilensis [sic] Pinhey, 1969.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Hypolycaena (Hemiolaus) caeculus tsodiloensis (Pinhey, 1969).  Henning, in Pringle et al., 1994. (Not seen by Ackery et al. (1995).

Hemiolaus caeculus tsodiloensis (Pinhey, 1969).  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Botswana: “On thorn trees around the base of the Tsodilo Hill, ..... These hills lie south-west of Sepopa in Western Okavango, Botswana”.

Diagnosis: The distinctive feature of this subspecies is the dark, rather than red, stripes on the underside of the wings (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Botswana, Namibia.

Specific localities:

Botswana – Tsodilo Hills (Pinhey; TL).

Namibia – Mashari (Ball).
Hemiolaus caeculus vividus Pinhey, 1962

Hemiolaus caeculus vividus Pinhey, 1962.  Occasional Papers of the National Museum of Southern Rhodesia 3: 887 (871-891).

Iolaus (Hemiolaus) caeculus vividus (Pinhey, 1962).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Hemiolaus caeculus vividus Pinhey, 1962.  Lees et al., 2003.
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Hemiolaus caeculus vividus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Chembe Bird Sanctuary, nr. Kalulushi, Zambia, 4100'.  22.9.80.  M.A. Newport.  (Henning collection - H372).
Type locality: Zambia: “Ndola”.

Distribution: Tanzania (south-west), Zambia (Copperbelt, westwards).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Chingola; Ndola; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).
Hemiolaus ceres (Hewitson, 1865)

Myrina ceres Hewitson, 1865 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 39 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Iolaus (Hemiolaus) ceres (Hewitson, 1865).  Ackery et al., 1995: 600.

Hemiolaus ceres (Hewitson, 1865).  Comb. n.  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: [Madagascar]: “Amazoulou [in South Africa]”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
mabillei Aurivillius, 1923 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as ssp. of Hypolycaena maryra).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 387 (614 pp.).   Madagascar: “Madagascar”.
Hemiolaus cobaltina (Aurivillius, 1899)

Hypolycaena cobaltina Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 317 (1-561).

Iolaus (Hemiolaus) cobaltina (Aurivillius, 1899).  Ackery et al., 1995: 600.

Hemiolaus cobaltina (Aurivillius, 1899).  Comb. n.  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagaskar”.

Distribution: Madagascar (north and north-west).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
margites Mabille, 1899 (as sp. of Hypolycaena).  Bulletin du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle. Paris 5: 375 (373-375).  Madagascar: “Madagascar”.  Given in Ackery et al. (1995: 600) as Iolaus (Hemiolaus) margites.  Stempffer & Bennett (1958: 1260-61) aver that margites is in all probability a seasonal form of cobaltina.  Lees et al. (2003) regard margites to be a synonym of cobaltina.

varnieri Stempffer, 1942 (as f. of Hypolycaena cobaltina).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France 111: 118 (117-134).  Madagascar: “Madagascar”.
varnieri Stempffer & Bennett, 1958 (as sp. of Hemiolaus).  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 20: 1261 (1243-1347).  Madagascar:  “Madagascar nord et nord-ouest: Diego Suarez, Isokitra, Antakares, 7e réserve naturelle, Mandritsara”.  Given in Ackery et al. (1995: 600) as Iolaus (Hemiolaus) varnieri.  Lees et al. (2003) regard vanieri to be a synonym of cobaltina.
Hemiolaus maryra (Mabille, [1887])

Hypolycaena maryra Mabille, [1887] in Grandidier, 1885-7.  Histoire, Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar: 230 [1887], pl. 30 [1885] (18 [1887]: 364 pp.; 19 [1885]: 55pls.).

Iolaus (Hemiolaus) maryra (Mabille, [1887]).  Ackery et al., 1995: 600.

Hemiolaus maryra (Mabiile, [1887]).  Comb. n.  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Leptomyrina Butler, 1898
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1898: 405 (395-444).
Type-species: Hesperia phidias Fabricius, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing nine species.

Subgenus Leptomyrina Butler, 1898
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1898: 405 (395-444).
Type-species: Hesperia phidias Fabricius, by original designation.

Leptomyrina (Leptomyrina) boschi Strand, 1911

Leptomyrina boschi Strand, 1911.  Entomologische Rundschau 28: 137 (137-141).

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Abyssinien”.

Distribution: Ethiopia (central).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Leptomyrina (Leptomyrina) hirundo (Wallengren, 1857)

Thecla hirundo Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 35 (55 pp.).
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Leptomyrina hirundo.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Bluff, Durban, Natal.  23.X.49.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3799).
Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Distribution: Kenya (east to north-west), Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (Lake Xau), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), Lesotho.

Specific localities:
Kenya – coast; Nairobi (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – A single record from Kalulushi on the Copperbelt.

Mozambique – Amatongas Forest (Pennington).

Botswana – Lake Xau (Pinhey).

Limpopo Province – Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt – Hanglip (Williams); Buzzard Mountain Retreat (Williams); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Williams, 2002).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Amahlongwa (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Pennington); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); False Bay; Kosi Bay; Mhlosinga; Makatini Flats (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Eastern Cape Province – Uitenhage (Trimen); Coega (Swanepoel, 1953); Keiskamma River (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Alicedale (Swanepoel, 1953); Cookhouse (Swanepoel, 1953); Port Alfred (Swanepoel, 1953); Hamburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Zuurberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Kei River (Swanepoel, 1953); Bellevue (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Cintsa East (Williams).

Lesotho – Bushmans Pass (Lunderstedt).

Common name: Tailed black-eye.

Habitat: Savanna, coastal dunes, parks and gardens.

Habits: Usually found in discrete colonies; within a colony individuals may be very numerous.  The flight is weak and close to the ground (Larsen, 1991).

Flight period: All year.

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 132, plate 63 [as Leptomyrina hirundo; Pietermaritzburg, KwaZulu-Natal].

"Egg:  0.6 mm diam. x 0.3 mm high.  Laid singly on a leaf or stem.  Pure white with bold hexagonal ribbing.  Eggs hatch after some 7-9 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva (5-instar group):  1st instar 0.8 mm, growing to 1.8 mm in 4-9 days; 2nd instar growing to 4 mm in 4-7 dyas; 3rd instar growing to 7.5 mm in 4-7 days; 4ht instar growing to 10 mm in 6-8 days; 5th instar growing to 15 mm in 12 days.  Larva (4-instar group):  1st instar 0.8 mm, growing to 2 mm in 6-7 days; 2nd instar growing to 5.5 mm in 6-7 days; 3rd instar growing to 9 mm in 6-7 days; 4th instar growing to 15 mm in 10 days.  There are no tubercles but the honey-gland is present in the 3rd and subsequent instars.  Larvae live in the succulent leaves of their food-plant, where they also moult and pupate.  Sometimes the excavated portion of their abode becomes flooded with excess juice, in which case the more posterior segments are left outside and air is taken in through the posterior spiracles.  Ants which may be normally inside with the larva, are now in a circle outside the excavation.  The colour may vary but is generally of light shades of dull yellow, with pink marking.  This species is multibrooded.  Pupa:  Pupation takes place within the shrivelled leaf or, more often, outside the leaf or on a twig, secured by the cremastral hooks, which are attached to a silken mat.  The pupa measures some 9 mm.  The colour varies from shades of green to pale dull yellow with a little pink.  Emergence takes place after 13-16 days.  Parasites:  Egg.  Parasitized by very small Chalcids.  Larva.  Killed in the penultimate instar by the Tachinid, Aplomyia laeviventris.  Pupa.  Killed by Braconids, chiefly Pimpla spp."  Recorded from eggs and larvae from Pietermaritzburg, obtained by Mr. T.W. Schofield."

Larval food:

Kalanchoe species (Crassulaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 132].

Crassula species (Crassulaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 132].

Cotyledon species (Crassulaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 132].

Bryophyllum species (Crassulaceae) (exotic) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 132].

Bryophyllum delagoense (Crassulaceae) (exotic) [Botha & Botha, 2006: 200].
Leptomyrina (Leptomyrina) makala Bethune-Baker, 1908

Leptomyrina makala Bethune-Baker, 1908.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1908: 115 (110-126).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu), Uganda (west).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Leptomyrina (Leptomyrina) phidias (Fabricius, 1793)

Hesperia phidias Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 286 (488 pp.).

Type locality: [Madagascar]: “India”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Madagascar, Reunion.

Habitat: Rocky areas with rupicolous vegetation and anthropogenic environments (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Bryophyllum delagoense (Ecklon & Zeyher) (Crassulaceae) [Witt & Rajaonarison, 2004: 5]

Bryophyllum daigremontianum (Hamet & Perrier) (Crassulaceae) [Witt & Rajaonarison, 2004: 5]

Bryophyllum proliferum (Bowie) Hamet (Crassulaceae) [Witt & Rajaonarison, 2004: 5]

Bryophyllum pinnatum (Lam.) Persoon (Crassulaceae) [Witt & Rajaonarison, 2004: 5]
rabe Boisduval, 1833 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 173 (149-270).  Madagascar: “Tamatave [Toamasina]”.
Leptomyrina (Leptomyrina) sudanica Stempffer, 1964

Leptomyrina sudanica Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1285 (1226-1287).

Type locality: Sudan: “Province de Kassala, Erkowit, 1000-1300 m”.

Distribution: Sudan.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Subgenus Gonatomyrina Aurivillius, 1924
In: Seitz, 1908-25.  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 423 (614 pp.).
Type-species: Papilio lara Linnaeus, by monotypy.

Leptomyrina (Gonatomyrina) gorgias (Stoll, 1790)

Papilio gorgias Stoll, 1790 in Stoll, 1787-90.  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America [Supplement]: 150 ([184 pp.]). Amsterdam.
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Leptomyrina gorgias gorgias.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  La Lucia, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, March 2000.  M.C. Williams.
Type locality: South Africa: “Kaap de Goede Hoop”.

Diagnosis: Differs from L. lara in that the male has a more acute forewing apex; in both sexes the hind-marginal dark rings are extended and more brightly encircled with white; considerably larger.  Differs form L. henningi in the pearly grey dusting of scales on the upperside of the wings and squarer wing shape (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Somalia, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), South Africa.

Common name: Common black-eye.

Habitat: Savanna.

Habits: Occurs as scattered, small colonies, associated with clumps of the larval foodplants.  In dull weather they may roost on grass stems.  When the weather is fine and warm males defend territories, from perches on the ground or rocks, in the vicinty of the larval foodplants.  The flight is very fast but not long sustained.  Specimens often bask in the sun with half-opened wings (Larsen, 1991).

Flight period: Most of the year but not in winter at higher altitudes (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 219. [as Leptomyrina lara (Linnaeus, 1764); Mt Elgon, Kenya].

"The larva burrows into the thick fleshy cortex of the leaves of Kalanchoe Lugardii Bullock, Crassulaceae, hollowing them out until full grown, when it emerges to pupate.  Egg.  Very small, white and evenly domed, being a complete hemisphere, less than 0.5 mm diameter at base.  It is laid singly on the upper or under surfaces of the leaves, usually low down on the plant.  Larva.  The larva is pale translucent green, with a narrow pink dorsal line and wavy lateral lines, and in addition with a row of small black spiny warts along each side.  Through a lens the skin is seen to be clothed with short yellowish hair.  In shape the larva is somewhat flattened, the anal extremity broadly rounded and the lateral "skirts" well developed with scalloped margins.  Head very small and dark brown.  Length, 22 mm.  Pupa.  Green or brown, specled and peppered with grey.  Seen from above it is evenly curved from the head to the posterior extremity, the widest point being about the centre and the outline nearly oval.  There are laterally neither "waist" nor "shoulders".  The abdominal segments are much contracted and therefore wider than usual, and the head-case smoothly rounded, not bilobed.  In profile the thorax is slightly domed, there being a small depression between it and the abdominal segments.  It is broader and shorter in size than is common in this type of Lycaenid pupa.  Length, 10 mm.; breadth, 5 mm.  Parasites.  Tetrastichus sculpturatus Waterst. (Hymen., Chalcididae) was bred.  Locality.  Mt. Elgon, 18 miles S.W. of Kitale, 6-7000 feet, April, 1933."

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 136, plate 65 [as Leptomyrina (Gonatomyrina) gorgias; East London, Eastern Cape].

"Egg:  0.9 mm diam. x 0.45 mm high.  Laid singly on the surface of a leaf; pure white or creamy-white, later assuming a blue-green tint.  Eggs are generally found singly, but occasionally another female may lay on the same leaf.  They hatch after some 7 dyas.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva:  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2 mm in 5 dyas; 2nd instar growing to 4 mm in 5 days; 3rd instar growing to 6 mm in 5 days; 4th instar growing to 8.5-10 mm in 9 days; 5th instar growing to 17-18 mm in 16 days.  There are sometimes only four instars.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd instar and subsequent instars, but there are no tubercles.  The whole larval state is spent within a leaf and very small ants may sometimes be found with the larva.  If the inside of the leaf becomes flooded with excess juice, the final body-segments of the larva are, as in the case of the preceding species [L. lara], left out and breathing takes place through the posterior spiracles.  The ants, if present, form a ring round the protruding body.  The species is multibrooded.  Pupa:  11 mm.  Secured by the cremastral hooks, entangled in a silken mat, and by a slight girdle, generally on a leaf or low down on the stem, the colour matching the object to which the pupa is attached.  Emergence takes place after 20-30 days.  Parasites:  Egg.  Attacked by small Chalcids.  Larva.  Killed in the penultimate and final instars by species of Pimpla.  Pupa.  Killed by a Tachinid, Thrycolyga impexa."  "Recorded from eggs and larvae from East London, Cape Province."

Larval food:

Kalanchoe lugardii Bullock (Crassulaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 219].

Kalanchoe species (Crassulaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 136].

Cotyledon species (Crassulaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 136].

Cotyledon barbeyi (Crassulaceae) [Nichols teste Botha & Botha, 2006].

Cotyledon orbiculata (Crassulaceae) [Nichols teste Botha & Botha, 2006].
Leptomyrina (Gonatomyrina) gorgias gorgias (Stoll, 1790)

Papilio gorgias Stoll, 1790 in Stoll, 1787-90.  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America [Supplement]: 150 ([184 pp.]). Amsterdam.
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Leptomyrina gorgias gorgias.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  La Lucia, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, March 2000.  M.C. Williams.
Type locality: South Africa: “Kaap de Goede Hoop”.

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga – Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).
Leptomyrina (Gonatomyrina) gorgias cana Talbot, 1935

Leptomyrina lara cana Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 121 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

Type locality: Uganda: “Lake Victoria Nyanza, north-east shore, 3770 feet, Kisuma, plain and woodland”.

Distribution: Kenya (central and west), Uganda.

Note: Larsen (1991: 204) notes that the localities for ssp. cana and sobrina overlap.  He is therefore of the opinion that all of these populations refer to a single subspecies.  He suggests, further, that the name sobrina should be employed since this preceded the name cana in Talbot’s (1935) paper.
Leptomyrina (Gonatomyrina) gorgias sobrina Talbot, 1935

Leptomyrina lara sobrina Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 121 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).
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Leptomyrina gorgias sobrina.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Ex pupa.  Lusaka, Zambia.  Em. 28.11.72.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H379).
Type locality: Kenya: “Salgalla, ca. 3,500 ft., about 100 miles north-west of Mombasa”.

Diagnosis: Ground-colour on upperside of wings dark slate-grey to fuscous brown (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Somalia, Kenya (east), Tanzania, Mozambique (north), Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Chisamba; Lusaka; Luangwa Valley (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Kariba (Gallagher).

Note: Ackery, et al., 1995: 605 note that when Talbot described sobrina and cana he overlooked L. gorgias (Stoll) which was at the time treated as a form of L. lara (Linnaeus); although the precise relationships of the taxa in this group are not yet fully understood, sobrina and cana are unquestionably more closely related to gorgias than to lara.
Leptomyrina (Gonatomyrina) handmani Gifford, 1965

Leptomyrina (Gonatomyrina) handmani Gifford, 1965.  A list of the butterflies of Malawi: 52 (151 pp.). Blantyre.
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Leptomyrina handmani.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 22mm.  Cape McClear, Malawi.  4 June 78.  (Henning collection - H390).
Type locality: Malawi: “Mitsidi Hill, Blantyre”.

Distribution: Malawi (south), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ndola; Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Kalanchoe species (Crassulaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 101].

Cotyledon species (Crassulaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 101].
Leptomyrina (Gonatomyrina) henningi Dickson, 1976

Leptomyrina henningi Dickson, 1976.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 88: 275 (273-280, 307-314).

Type locality: ?.

Diagnosis: Ground-colour of upperside warm brown with a basal, subdued lavender-grey tint.  L. gorgias usually has a postdiscal light marking on the forewing upperside; this is absent in  henningi (Pringle, et al., 1994). 

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), Namibia (north), Botswana, Zimbabwe.

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Gwanda; Bulawayo; Matobo Hills; Filabusi; Harare; Mutare; Vumba Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Namibia – Kombat (Braine and Bampton; TL).

North-West Province – Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams); Mountain Sanctuary N.R. (Williams).
Gauteng – Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).

Common name: Henning’s black-eye.

Habitat: 

Habits: 

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Cotyledon orbiculata L. (Crassulaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 163].

Crassula alba Forssk. (Crassulaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 163].
Leptomyrina (Gonatomyrina) lara (Linnaeus, 1764)

Papilio lara Linnaeus, 1764.  Museum Ludovicae Ulricae Reginae: 320 (720 pp.). Holmiae.
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Leptomyrina lara.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Golden Gate Highlands National Park, Free State Province, South Africa.  9-14 January, 2001.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
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Leptomyrina lara.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Golden Gate Highlands National Park, Free State Province, South Africa.  9-14 January, 2001.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “Cap. b. Spei.”.  [Lectotype designated by Honey and Scoble, 2001: 341].
Distribution: South Africa (Free State Province, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Lesotho, Namibia (south).

Specific localities:

Namibia – Aus (Ficq)

Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth; East London (Clark and Dickson).

Free State Province – Golden Gate Highlands National Park.

Northern Cape Province – Port Nolloth (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Cape black-eye.

Habitat: Rocky areas in which the larval foodplant is growing, from sea level to 2 500 m.

Habits: The flight is fast and low down.  Specimens frequently settle on rocks or the ground (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 2: 115 and 124 [as Hypolycaena Lara (Linnaeus); Grahamstown, Eastern Cape].


“Larva.  Pale-green; head, front edge of second (?) segment, and a median dorsal line lake-red; on each side a row of very small black spots.”  “Pupa.  Rather darker green than larva; a faint median line of red along hinder half of back of abdomen.  Attached head downward to under side of leaf of Cotyledon cuneatum.  Larva and pupa described from a drawing of specimens observed near Grahamstown by Mrs. Barber, which is reproduced in Plate II. ff. 1, 1a.  (Mrs. Barber gave me the name of the larva’s food-plant; and it is interesting to observe in her drawing how closely the green, red-edged colouring of the insects accords with that of the Cotyledon).”

Clark and Dickson, 1952: 18.

Clark and Dickson, 1957: 333 [Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape].

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 133, plate 64 [as Leptomyrina (Gonatomyrina) lara lara; Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape, and Cape Town, Western Cape].

"Egg:  0.65 mm diam. x 0.45 mm high.  Laid singly on a leaf or stem, quite exposed.  It is pure white with a bold hexagonal ribbing-pattern.  Eggs hatch after some 5-9 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva:  1st instar 1 mm, growing to 2.3 mm in 4 days; 2nd instar growing to 3 mm in 4 days; 3rd instar growing to 5 mm in 5 days; 4th instar growing to 7 mm in 7 days; 5th instar growing to 14.5 mm in 10 days.  Sometimes there are only four instars.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd and subsequent instars.  There are no tubercles.  Larvae spend their whole life within a leaf, at least in the case of Cotyledon, etc.  In some localities very small ants may be found with the larvae.  The species is multibrooded.  The colour varies from pale green or pale dull yellow to dirty white, all the variations with pink or pale reddish markings.  Pupa:  10 mm.  Secured by the cremastral hooks, entangled in a silken mat, and by a slight girdle to a lear or rubbish at the base of the food-plant.  When attached to leaves of Cotyledon the colour is green; otherwise it may be of a duller colour.  Emergence takes place after some 10 days.  Parasites:  Egg.  Attacked by very small Chalcids.  Larva.  Killed by species of Braconids and by a Pimpla sp.  Pupa.  Killed by Tachinids and Ichneumonids."  "Recorded from eggs and larvae from Port Elizabeth and Cape Town."

Larval food:

Cotyledon cuneata (Crassulaceae) [Mrs Barber, in Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 2: 124; Grahamstown, Eastern Cape; as Cotyledon cuneatum].

Cotyledon orbiculata L. (Crassulaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 133].

Crassula obvallata L. (Crassulaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 133].

Crassula nudicaulis (Crassulaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
