FAMILY  LYCAENIDAE

Leach, 1815

SUBFAMILY  PORITIINAE

Doherty

TRIBE  LIPTENINI
SUBTRIBE EPITOLINA


Subtribe Epitolina

Iridana, Teratoneura, Epitola, Cerautola, Geritola, Stempfferia, Cephetola, Deloneura, Batelusia, Tumerepedes, Pseudoneaveia, Neaveia, Epitolina, Hypophytala, Phytala, Neoepitola, Aethiopana, Hewitsonia, Powellana.

Note:  Bethune-Baker described Epitola oniensis from two males (ex pupae) found by Lamborn (in Lamborn, 1914: 501).  The male, apparently, closely resembles Stempfferia michelae Libert but the respective pupae are easily distinguished.  E. oniensis is not listed in Ackery et al., 1995 or in the revision of the Epitolini by Libert, 1999.  [NB – get the B-B publication!!]

Genus Iridana Aurivillius, 1920
In: Seitz, 1908-25.  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 345 (614 pp.).  [Replacement name for Iridopsis Aurivillius].

= Iris Staudinger, 1891.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 4: 141 (61-157).  Type-species: Iris incredibilis Staudinger, by monotypy. [Invalid; junior homonym of Iris Saussure, 1872].

= Iridopsis Aurivillius, 1899 in Aurivillius, 1898-9.  Kungliga Svenska Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 254, 286 (1-561).  [Replacement name for Iris Staudinger].  [Invalid; junior homonym of Iridopsis Warren, 1894].

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 16 species.  The flight is very rapid and irregular but males will fly to and fro along a chosen “beat”, from four to twelve metres above the ground.  They fly early in the morning only when the sun is shining, immediately disappearing when a cloud obscures the sun.  The larvae are associated with tree-dwelling Crematogaster ants.  During the day they hide in cracks in the bark, under silk webs, emerging at night to feed on algae growing on the tree trunk (Kielland, vide Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Iridana bwamba Stempffer, 1964

Iridana bwamba Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1258 (1226-1287).

Type locality: Uganda: “W Uganda, Bwamba”.

Distribution: Uganda (west - Bwamba Valley).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Iridana euprepes (Druce. 1905)

Iridopsis euprepes Druce, 1905.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1905: 254 (251-262).

Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo], not Zambia (see Cookson, 1954): “North-West Rhodesia”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.  Known only from the holotype.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Iridana exquisita (Grose-Smith, 1898)

Iris exquisita Grose-Smith, 1898.  Novitates Zoologicae 5: 353 (350-358).

Type locality: Gabon: “River Ogowé, W. Africa”.

Distribution: Ghana, Nigeria (west), Cameroon, Congo, Gabon.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Ankasa (Helps; single specimen; April 1994; at a light trap teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Akure, Ondo State (Larsen, 2005a; November 1980).

Gabon – Ogowe River (TL).

Common name: Exquisite sapphire gem.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A very rare butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  A male noted by Larsen (2005a) in Nigeria was patrolling at high speed at 08:00 around an ant-tree, at a considerable height.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Iridana gabunica Stempffer, 1964

Iridana gabunica Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1246 (1226-1287).

Type locality: Gabon: “Mayeguelé”.

Distribution: Gabon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Iridana ghanana Stempffer, 1964

Iridana ghanana Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1249 (1226-1287).

Type locality: Ghana: “Juase [Ashanti]”.  The male is known, with certainty, only from the type.  A female allotype is from Cameroon (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Ghana, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Ashanti (TL); Likpe (Maessen; single specimen).

Common name: Ghana sapphire gem.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A rare butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: This species is possibly a junior synonym of I. nigeriana (Larsen, 2005a).
Iridana hypocala Eltringham, 1929

Iridana (Iridopsis) hypocala Eltringham, 1929 in Eltringham et al., 1929.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 77: 494 (475-504).

Type locality: Uganda: “Jinja”.

Distribution: Ghana (single female collected by ABRI in the Volta region teste Larsen, 2005a), Cameroon (ABRI), Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Common name: Eltringham’s sapphire gem.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Males have been observed perching on a densely-leafed tree, about two metres below the tops of the tallest trees (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Flight period: Commonest in October and November (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
magnifica Hawker-Smith, 1933 (as sp. of Iridana).  Stylops 2: 11 (1-12).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Belgian Congo: Katanga”.
Iridana incredibilis (Staudinger, 1891)

Iris incredibilis Staudinger, 1891.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 4: 141 (61-157).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Incredible sapphire gem.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: On more than one occasion specimens have been caught at lights set to attract moths at night (Larsen, 2005a).  Females oviposit on lichen-covered branches (Van Someren, 1974).

Flight period: September, November, January (Farquharson, 1921).

Early stages:

Farquharson, 1921: 357-358. (Nigeria)



Larvae and pupae were found on the bark of Alstonia congensis Engler (Apocynaceae).  The larvae are hairy and live on the bark in the company of Crematogaster ants.  The larva spins a silk shelter for itself over a crack in the bark.  Pupal cases have also been found on Albizia lebbek Benth. (Fabaceae).

Eltringham, 1921b: 477.  (ex Farquharson, Nigeria)



“Pupa (Plate XII, figs 6, 10).  As will be seen from fig. 10, the shape is quite unusual, its form gradually widening from the posterior to the anterior end.  The cuticle is covered with chitinanths both stellate and annular, and also with long delicate filaments bearing plume-like expansions at their extremities.  A small portion of the cuticle is shown at fig. 6 highly magnified.  From the terminal extremities project tufts of long hairs which blend with those of the larval skin, forming a dense cushion at the point of attachment.  The pupa lies flat with the ventral surface in contact with the bark.  The larva was evidently clothed with silky hairs.  There is a considerable quantity of silk on the bark, round the pupa, forming a kind of elementary cocoon.  Length 12 mm.”

Jackson, 1937: 208.  (Busia, Uganda).



Larval habits similar to those of I. marina but it spins a thick white covering quite unlike the other as protection from attacks by ants.  Larva.  Very like that of I. marina but lacking the french-grey ground-colour, which is here duller and blacker; otherwise it does not differ.  Pupa.  Very different to that of I. marina.  Placed in a thick white puparium, right in the ant-runs in a crack of the bark.  Brown, with broad, domed thorax covered in short fine hair.  Abdominal segments regularly formed.  Larval skin curled up over the extremity.  Length 11-12 mm.

Larval food: Nothing published.
ansorgei Grose-Smith, 1898 (as sp. of Iris).  Novitates Zoologicae 5: 354 (350-358).  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.  Description of female of I. incredibilis (Larsen, 2005a).
Iridana jacksoni Stempffer, 1964

Iridana jacksoni Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1252 (1226-1287).

Type locality: Uganda: “Masaka, Katera, no Bay”.

Distribution: Uganda (western shores of Lake Victoria), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Iridana katera Stempffer, 1964

Iridana katera Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1255 (1226-1287).

Type locality: Uganda: “Masaka, Katera, no Bay”.

Distribution: Uganda (western shores of Lake Victoria and the Bwamba Valley), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (two females) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Iridana marina Talbot, 1935

Iridana perdita marina Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 74 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

Type locality: Uganda: “Bunyoro, Budongo Forest”.

Distribution: Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Females oviposit on lichen-covered branches (Van Someren, 1974).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 208.  (Budongo Forest, Uganda).



The larva probably feeds on lichens among ants, apparently at night, since by day it is found with a light silken covering over it, in a crack of the bark.  It was raised in captivity without ants.  Larva.  Hairy and very moth-like.  It is coloured french-grey with three dark brown transverse bars, one centrally and one at each extremity, and in addition the posterior half has a dark, broad dorsal line.  The exterme lateral edges are whitish, above which is a broad, greyish black longitudinal line, followed by french-grey, and there is a suggestion of orange-brown at the base of the hair.  The whole clothed in long greyish hair.  Length 21 mm.  Pupa.  Enclosed in the same thin silken covering as used by the larva.  Placed among moss or lichen, near the ant run.  Brown and hairy, the hair along the laterals arranged in thick symmetrical tufts.  Thorax small and oval, followed by a waist.  The abdominal segments also being oval it resembles a badly-formed figure 8.  The hairy larval skin is arranged in a long untidy rosette around the posterior extremity.  Length 11 mm.

Larval food:

Presumed to be lichens [Jackson, 1937: 208].
Iridana nigeriana Stempffer, 1964

Iridana nigeriana Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1247 (1226-1287).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Lagos district, Oshodi”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and east), Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Tiassalé (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Juaso (Larsen, 2005a); Aburi (Larsen, 2005a); Ho (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oshodi, Lagos district (TL).

Common name: Nigerian sapphire gem.

Habitat: 

Habits: Males may, apparently, select display areas some distance from an ant-tree, where they perch on twigs (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Larsen, 2005a.

The larva, pupa and a freshly-hatched female were found on a tree trunk, about 20 cm below a Crematogaster ant-nest, at Aburi (Ghana).  Larvae spun a light web over their daylight shelters in crevices in the bark of tree trunks.  Ants swarmed around the early stages and the female but did not appear to interact with them.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Iridana obscura Stempffer, 1964

Iridana obscura Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1259 (1226-1287).

Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba, Hakitengya”.

Distribution: Uganda (west - Toro district).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Iridana perdita (Kirby, 1890)

Epitola perdita Kirby, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 274 (261-274).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Uganda?

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Iridana rougeoti Stempffer, 1964

Iridana rougeoti Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1244 (1226-1287).

Type locality: Gabon: “Mayeguelé”.  The female (allotype) was described from Ivory Coast (Stempffer, 1969).

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (west), Gabon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Aburi (Larsen, 2005a; single female).

Common name: Rougeot’s sapphire gem.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a) believes that this species may be a junior synonym of I. incredibilis but does not formally change its status.
Iridana tororo Stempffer, 1964

Iridana tororo Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1253 (1226-1287).

Type locality: Uganda: “Tororo, Busia”.

Distribution: Uganda (eastern border), Kenya (western border).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Iridana unyoro Stempffer, 1964

Iridana unyoro Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1262 (1226-1287).

Type locality: Uganda: “Unyoro”.

Distribution: Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Teratoneura Dudgeon, 1909
Proceedings of the Entomological Society of London 1909: 51 (50-54).
Type-species: Teratoneura isabellae Dudgeon, by monotypy.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing two species.

Teratoneura isabellae Dudgeon, 1909

Teratoneura isabellae Dudgeon, 1909.  Proceedings of the Entomological Society of London 1909: 51 (50-54).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Bullom”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Nigeria (south), Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Bullom (TL).

Ivory Coast – Issia (Larsen, 2005a); Lamto (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Nsukka (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Western isabella.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Farquharson (1922) noted adults feeding from the secretions of ant-attended coccids in the trees on which the larvae were found.  His account is as follows:  “The butterfly lit [alighted] just at the tip of the branch, the coccids being about an inch behind that.  It proceeded to walk backwards rather slowly and deliberately, the abdomen inclined upwards at a fairly steep angle to the thorax, and the wings opening and closing fairly rapidly – though not by any means nervously or excitedly – and gently beating the twig.  The ants retreated backwards, making hardly any resistance at all, though some dodged to the underside of the twig and ran forwards.  The butterfly having gone back about three inches then suddenly dropped the abdomen so that it rested on the twig and ran rapidly forward, the tip of the abdomen brushing the twig as it did so.  The backward manoeuvure was repeated, this time on the underside of the twig, the wings then hanging downwards, the abdomen flexed as before.”  “… ‘she’ suddenly stopped over the coccids, unrolled a very slender proboscis and proceeded to absorb the secretion so much prized by the ants.  Occasionally an ant would venture along, but retreated without attacking.  In a short time the butterfly flew away, circled round for a bit and came back to another twig, where the same performance was repeated.”  Poulton (as editor) suggested that the butterfly produces, and fans towards the ants, some odour disliked by them.  The species appears to be closely associated with individual ant-trees (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens will swoop down to investigate red objects (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: December to March (Farquharson, 1922).

Early stages:

Farquharson, 1921: 339.



The larvae were found on the bark of an ‘ant-tree’, Alstonia congoensis Engler (Apocynaceae) and on a species of Ficus.  The Crematogaster ants on this tree did not construct a carton nest.  The larvae were lymantrid-like, with bright colours and spots and were found among the ants.  On the same tree the similar larvae of the lymantrid moth Naroma signifera were also present.  The larvae of T. isabellae were very hairy and, between the tufts and bands of hairs, brightly pigmented with red, green, yellow, and perhaps other colours.  A small ‘sucker’ is found on the outside upper edge of the prolegs.  This is retracted when the foot is lifted and exserted when it touches the bark of the tree.  When about to pupate larvae crawl down the ant-column and the ants seem to avoid contact with them.  He thought they ate either lichen or algae.  Pupation occurs especially on the aerial roots of the host tree but also on a leaf or slender dead twig or dead herbacious stem.  The pupa resembles a mouldy object.  The pupal period is about 10 days and specimens eclose between noon and 15:00.  The larva was seen to be eaten by a mantis and pupae were heavily parasitized by Chalcidae.

Eltringham, 1921b: 476.  (ex Farquharson, Nigeria)



“(Plate XII, figs 7-9, 14, 15).  The general appearance of a dorsal view of the larva is shown at fig. 8.  On each segment there are lateral and dorsal rows of tubercles from each of which arises a tuft of long fine hairs having the structure shown at fig. 15.  The head and terminal segments are black, the former with a central pale streak flanked by two large pale spots.  On segments 5 to 8 inclusive are dorso-laterally placed dark patches which consist of masses of urticating [incorrect – MCW] spicules.  These are of the form shown at fig. 7.  They are all slightly curved, but whether this is natural or due to the immersion in the preservative fluid cannot at present be decided.  The whole larva has a very ‘lymantrid’ appearance, and the presence of urticating spicules on a Rhopalocerous larva is a very remarkable feature.  Farquharson describes the larva as brightly pigmented with red, green, and yellow, and perhaps other colours, such as one associates with lymantrid caterpillars.  Length of larva 18 mm.  Pupa.  The extraordinary pupa, shown at fig. 9, is attached by the terminal segments to its support, and the remains of the larval skin form a cushion of radiating hairs.  On the 5th and 6th abdominal segments there is a conspicuous dorsal patch of yellowish brown, and a similar one just behind the head.  The whole thoracic and dorsal surfaces are densely covered with elaborate chitinanths, which in many places are white.  The effect of this is very peculiar.  It gives the pupa the appearance of being mouldy, a fact to which I called attention before I knew that Farquharson had observed the same appearance in nature.  Until I examined the pupa microscopically I quite thought it was mould, and that the specimens would have to be cleaned.  In addition to the general covering by these structures, there arise from various points long branched filamentous chitinanths as shown in the figure.  These add to the mouldy appearance.  Length 15 mm.”

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant:

Crematogaster species (Formicidae) [Farquharson, 1922 (Nigeria)].
Teratoneura congoensis Stempffer, 1954

Teratoneura isabellae congoensis Stempffer, 1954.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) (Sciences zoologique) 27: 16 (48 pp.).

Teratoneura congoensis Stempffer 1954.  Larsen, 2005a.
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Teratoneura congoensis.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  ‘Kaazi’ Sailing Club, L. Victoria, 18 Kms S. KLA.  5/8/2000.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Eala, près de Coquilhatville”.

Distribution: Cameroon?, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Equateur, Tshuapa, Tshopo, Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest (single female) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Fiwale Hill, Ndola; Kitwe (Heath, et al., 2002).
Common name: Eastern isabella.

Habitat: Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  Woodland (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habits: In Minziro Forest, Tanzania, it was associated with a robust, red-headed species of Crematogaster ant.  This ant was found living in burrows in dead wood.  Males are attracted by anything with a red colour (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  Flies in the canopy in the vicinity of Crematogaster ant nests (Heath, et al., 2002).

Flight period: November and December (Heath, et al., 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Epitola Westwood, 1851
In: Doubleday & Westwood, 1846-52.  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl.68 (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.
Type-species: Epitola elion Westwood, by monotypy.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing three species.

[Revised by Libert, M. 1999 (Révision des genres Epitola Westwood, Hypophytala Clench et Stempfferia Jackson, et description de trois nouveaux genres (Lepidotera Lycaenidae).  A.B.R.I. and Lambillonea, February, 1999, 219 pp.).  Note that Epitola lamborni Bethune-Baker, 1922 and Epitola pulverulentula Dufrane, 1953 (as pulverulenta in Ackery, et al., 1995: 524) are regarded by him as nomen dubium]
Epitola posthumus (Fabricius, 1793)

Papilio posthumus Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 149 (488pp.).

Type locality: No locality given.  Neotype designated from Ashanti, Ghana (Libert, 1999).

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo.

Common name: Common giant epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A fairly common species.  Both sexes are often found perched on dry creepers, from where they make occasional fast and wild-looking flights.  When in flight they appear to be larger than they actually are.  Their perches range from one to 10 metres above the ground (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
elion Westwood, 1851 in Doubleday and Westwood, 1846-52 (as sp. of Epitola).   The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 68 [1851], 471 [1852] (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.).  London.  Ghana: “Ashanti”.
belli Hewitson, 1874 (as sp. of Epitola).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 13: 382 (380-383).  Ghana: “Coomassie, between Mansu and the River Prah”.
Epitola urania Kirby, 1887

Epitola urania Kirby, 1887.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 19: 441 (441-445).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Purple giant epitola.

Habitat: 

Habits: A fairly common species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
tanganikensis Joicey and Talbot, 1921 (as subsp. of Epitola urania).  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 86 (40-166).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Albertville, Tanganyika”.  [Given as a subspecies of Epitola urania by Ackery, et al., 1995: 525 but regarded as a synonym of Epitola urania by Libert, 1999: 39 [In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.)].].
Epitola uranoides Libert, 1999

Epitola uranoides Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 37 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga, Zaïre (Lulua)”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Libert’s giant epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A relatively scarce species in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  The habits are similar to those of congenerics (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Epitola uranoides uranoides Libert, 1999

Epitola uranoides Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 37 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga, Zaïre (Lulua)”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.
Epitola uranoides occidentalis Libert, 1999

Epitola uranoides occidentalis Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 38 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Tiassalé, Côte d’Ivoire”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Tiassale (TL); Alepe (Larsen, 2005a).
Genus Cerautola Libert, 1999
In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 41 (219 pp.).
Type-species: Epitola ceraunia Hewitson, 1873, by original designation [In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 41 (219 pp.).]

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 12 species.

Subgenus Cerautola Libert, 1999
In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 42 (219 pp.).
Type-species: Epitola ceraunia Hewitson, 1873, by original designation [In: Libert,  1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 41 (219 pp.).]
Cerautola (Cerautola) adolphifriderici (Schultze, 1911)

Epitola adolphi-friderici Schultze, 1911.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 25: 95 (95-96).

Epitola adolphifriderici (Schultze, 1911).  Ackery et al., 1995: 520.

Cerautola adolphifriderici (Schultze, 1911).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Yakaduma”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cerautola (Cerautola) ceraunia (Hewitson, 1873)

Epitola ceraunia Hewitson, 1873.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 149 (149-151).

Cerautola ceraunia (Hewitson, 1873).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: “West Africa”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Common name: Silvery epitola.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kakum N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oni Creek (Lamborn, 1914).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (common); Munene Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A fairly common epitola, usually found near ant-trees.  It usually flies fast and high up (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: Recorded in February by Lamborn, 1914.

Early stages:

Lamborn, 1914: 456.  [Oni Camp, 110 km east of Lagos, Nigeria]



Seventeen pupae were found on the leaves of shrubs in close proximity to each other.  Crematogaster buchneri, in numbers, were present on these shrubs.  Pupae were mainly (15/17) on the upper surface of leaves and projected upwards at an angle of 45 degrees.  One pupa was found on the underside of a leaf and one on a stem.  The pupae all eclosed over a two day period, suggesting that the larvae belonged to a gregarious cohort.

Eltringham, 1921b: 474.  (ex Lamborn, Oni, Nigeria)



“Pupa.  (Plate XII, fig. 3).  A very pale pupa with a few black markings, notably on the wing-cases and the dorsal and lateral regions.  The smooth prominent tubercles, which in the dry specimens are orange-brown, form the most characteristic feature.  From each of these projects a blunt spine.  The greater part of the dorsal thoracic and abdominal areas sparsely set with very minute spines or setae.  Pupa attached posteriorly to a leaf.  The larval hairs combined with those of the posterior pupal segments are attached to the leaf in radiate formation.  Length 15 mm.”

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant:

Crematogaster buchneri Forel (Formicidae) [Lamborn, 1914 (Nigeria)].
dewitzi Kirby, 1887 (as sp. of Epitola).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 19: 442 (441-445).  Cameroon: “Cameroons”.
Cerautola (Cerautola) crippsi (Stoneham, 1934)

Hewitsonia crippsi Stoneham, 1934.  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (17): [1] ([3 pp.]).

Cerautola crippsi (Stoneham, 1934).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Kenya: “Soy, KenyaColony”.  The holotype, purportedly a female, which is housed in the National Museum, Nairobi was examined by Larsen who detremined that it is a male (Larsen, 1991: 172).

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (Libert, 1999).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Soy in the Cherangani Hills (Larsen, 1991).

Habitat: 

Early stages:

Jackson, 1947: 44 (Busia, eastern Uganda)



“Egg.  Not known.  Larva.  On the bark of trees, usually in fairly open country.  Although Crematogaster ants are always present, they do not appear to attend the larvae.  The food is thought to be lichens.  Exactly resembles the larva of the common lymantriid moth, Naroma signifera Walker, only lacking the dorsal tufts of this insect.  Found among the ant-runs on the tree trunks in company with the lymantriid.  Anteriorly broader than the Naroma.  Collar whitish green, followed by a black band, a broad whitish band and another black one; segments 6 to 9 white, 10 black, anal segments white; an entire lateral fringe of tufts of hair.  Length 25 mm.  Pupa.  A wonderful example of procrypsis, resembling exactly the common species of lichen among which it is placed.  This lichen, occurring on the trunks of most trees, is foliaceous and pale green, covering all the irregularities of the bark, and having rounded, scalloped, exterior margins; occasionally with outgrowths of black, spiny spores.  Pupa with dorsal region pale green with a central thoracic and abdominal row of a few black spines resembling the lichen spores.  Lateral margins scalloped.  Shape similar to that of Hewitsonia kirbyi intermedia J. & T.  Thorax domed; collar shovel-shaped but bluntly bilobed; abdominal segments broad with a dorsal median ridge and scalloped edges.  The head-case is carried ventrally.  The wing-cases curve up to meet the green dorsal surface at its scalloped edge; they are coloured brown and black like a piece of the curled up undersurface of the lichen.  Just before emergence the pale green colour turns grey, but the two lobes of the collar remain green, forming by contrast a striking resemblance to a pair of staring eyes.  Length 20 mm, width 8 mm.  Only females were bred.  These differ from the nominotypical crippsi, described from Soy, Kenya, in having an additional white spot in area 2 of the fore-wing.”
Larval food: Nothing published.
mittoni Jackson, 1964 (as sp. of Hewitsonia).  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 15: 77 (59-80).  Uganda: “Toro, Bwamba”.  [In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 53 (219 pp.).]  [As Hewitsonia mittoni Jackson, 1964 in Ackery, et al., 1995: 533.]
Cerautola (Cerautola) crowleyi (Sharpe, 1890)

Epitola crowleyi Sharpe, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 106 (103-106).

Cerautola crowleyi (Sharpe, 1890).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (Libert, 1999), Zambia.

Common name: Crowley’s epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Males have been found low down, perching on tendrils of creepers or on palm leaves.  They are also often found in the vicinity of ant-trees (Larsen, 2005a).  A specimen was caught at light by Schultze (Aurivillius, 1905).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food:

Foliate lichen [Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003; Lisombo Stream, Zambia].
Cerautola (Cerautola) crowleyi crowleyi (Sharpe, 1890)

Epitola crowleyi Sharpe, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 106 (103-106).

Cerautola crowleyi (Sharpe, 1890).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (west).
hewitsoni Staudinger, 1889 (as sp. of Epitola).  Entomologische Nachrichten. Dresden 15: 178 (176-180).  [Invalid; junior primary homonym of Epitola hewitsoni Mabille, 1877 [Lycaenidae].]  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.
Cerautola (Cerautola) crowleyi congdoni Libert & Collins, 1999

Cerautola (Cerautola) crowleyi congdoni Libert & Collins, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 49 (219 pp.).
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Cerautola crowleyi congdoni.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 46mm.  Zambezi Rapids, Ikelenge, Zambia.  28/iv/2001.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Cerautola crowleyi congdoni.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 52mm.  Ikelenge, NW Zambia.  1.5.99.  P. Walwande.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kere Hill, Minziro for., 1250 m, Bukoba, Tanzanie”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-west) (Libert, 1999), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (common) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Zambia – Mundwiji Plain 40 km east of Mwinilunga (Heath, et al., 2002); Lisombo Stream; Zambezi Rapids; Ikelenge; Hillwood (Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003).
Cerautola (Cerautola) crowleyi holochroma (Berger, 1981)

Epitola crowleyi holochroma Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 194 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.

Cerautola crowleyi holochroma (Berger, 1981).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lualaba, Kafakumbe”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda.
Cerautola (Cerautola) crowleyi leucographa Libert, 1999

Cerautola (Cerautola) crowleyi leucographa Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 48 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Yaoundé, mont Fébé (env. 1000 m)”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola (north), Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (west) (Larsen, 2005a).
Cerautola (Cerautola) fisheri Libert & Collins, 1999

Cerautola (Cerautola) fisheri Libert & Collins, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 54 (219 pp.).
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Cerautola fisheri.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 40mm.  Mundwiji Plain, Zambia.  5.5.99.  I Bampton.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Cerautola fisheri.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 42mm.  Mundwiji Plain, Zambia.  9.9.99.  Congdon/Bampton.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Zambia: “Mrombwe stream, Mkushi, Iromi Hill, Zambie”.

Distribution: Zambia (Libert, 1999).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Iromi Hill, Mkushi; Mundwiji Plain; Shiwa Ngandu (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Algae, foliate lichen [Congdon & Bampton in Heath et al., 2002].
Cerautola (Cerautola) legeri Libert, 1999

Cerautola (Cerautola) legeri Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 50 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Abak, E. Nigeria”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Abak, west of the Oban River (TL); Acharu Forest, Ayangba, near Lokoja on the eastern side of the Niger (Jon Baker teste Larsen (2005a).

Common name: St. Leger’s epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Cerautola (Cerautola) miranda (Staudinger, 1889)

Epitola miranda Staudinger, 1889.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Dresden 15: 176 (176-180).

Cerautola miranda (Staudinger, 1889).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Wondrous epitola.

Habitat: Forests and forest edges, from 800 to 1 600 metres in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990: 178).

Habits: Associated with individual ant-trees (Larsen, 2005a).  Adults have been noted feeding on the secretions of coccids (Farquharson, 1922) and have often also been observed settling on the shoots of climbers infested with aphids (Kielland, 1990: 178).  The species tends to stay high up, often settling on dead palm fronds, but may also be seen quite low down.  Males appear to select perches from which they defend territories.  The flight is fast and erratic (Larsen, 1991) (Larsen, 2005a).  They frequent open places in and near forests, evidently requiring a fairly large display area (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Farquharson, 1921: 351.  (Nigeria)



Larvae and pupae were found on the bark of Alstonia congensis Enfler (Apocynaceae).

Eltringham, 1921b: 475.  (ex Lamborn, Nigeria)



“Pupa.  I have not figured this pupa since it so closely resembles that of E. ceraunia (fig. 3) that a separate illustration seems unecessary.  It is attached by the terminal segments, which are themselves clothed with long white hairs, resting on a cushion formed from the old larval skin.  The long axis of the pupa is at right angles to the plane of its support.  The dark markings are less irregular than in ceraunia.  The 2nd abdominal segment bears a black, bracket-shaped transverse streak.  On lateral prominences of the abdominal segments are a few very small chitinaths, and from these prominences on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments, there arise long fine bristles, which instead of projecting, are curved around the wing-cases.  This feature is not shared by the pupa of ceraunia.  Length 15 mm.”

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cerautola (Cerautola) miranda miranda (Staudinger, 1889)

Epitola miranda Staudinger, 1889.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Dresden 15: 176 (176-180).

Cerautola miranda (Staudinger, 1889).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – near Lagos (Larsen, 2005a).
Cerautola (Cerautola) miranda vidua (Talbot, 1935)

Epitola vidua Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 75 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

Cerautola miranda vidua (Talbot, 1935).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
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Cerautola miranda vidua.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 45mm.  Lume, Ruwenzori, E. Zaire [D.R.C.].  3/96.  P. Walwanda.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Cerautola miranda vidua.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 45mm.  Lume, Ruwenzori, E. Zaire [D.R.C.].  3/96.  P. Walwanda.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: Uganda: “Sesse Islands, Lutokoba east of Bugalla, about 3,700 ft., at forest edge”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania, Zambia (Libert, 1999) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Ntakatta Forest (Mpanda); Kemfu Forest (Kigoma); Kasye Forest (Kigoma) (Kielland, 1990: 178).

Kenya – Gwasi (Lake Victoria) (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Shiwa Ngandu (Fisher) (Heath, et al., 2002).
Cerautola (Cerautola) semibrunnea (Bethune-Baker, 1916)

Epitola crowleyi var. semibrunnea Bethune-Baker, 1916.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 17: 378 (378-385).

Cerautola semibrunnea (Bethune-Baker, 1916).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Common name: Semibrown epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: The species is tied to individual ant-trees (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Cerautola (Cerautola) semibrunnea semibrunnea (Bethune-Baker, 1916)

Epitola crowleyi var. semibrunnea Bethune-Baker, 1916.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 17: 378 (378-385).

Cerautola semibrunnea (Bethune-Baker, 1916).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (D. Knoop teste Larsen (2005a).
ammon Joicey and Talbot, 1921 (as sp. of Epitola).  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 83 (40-166).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Penghe, North bank Ituri River”.
Cerautola (Cerautola) semibrunnea bamptoni Libert & Collins, 1999

Cerautola (Cerautola) semibrunnea bamptoni Libert & Collins, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 44 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kere Hill, Minziro for., Bukoba R., 1250 m, NW Tanzanie”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (common) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Subgenus Hewitola Libert, 1999
In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 55 (219 pp.).
Type-species: Amblypodia hewitsoni Mabille, 1877, by original designation.

Cerautola (Hewitola) decellei (Stempffer, 1956)

Epitola decellei Stempffer, 1956.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) (Sciences zoologique) 49: 30 (54 pp.).

Cerautola decellei (Stempffer, 1956).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Yangambi, Stanleyville”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cerautola (Hewitola) hewitsoni (Mabille, 1877)

Amblypodia hewitsoni Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France 2: 221 (214-240).

Cerautola hewitsoni (Mabille, 1877).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Angola: “Landana”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages:

Eltringham, in Farquharson, 1921: 474.  (ex Lamborn, Oni, Nigeria)



It would seem that the following description may refer to another species, as C. hewitsoni is not known from Nigeria [MCW].  “Pupa.  (Plate XII, fig. 1).  This remarkable pupa is attached by the terminal segments to its support and stands nearly at right angles thereto.  Round the point of attachment are found remains of the larval skin, which was evidently clothed with long spines.  The wing-cases have a beautifully marbled pattern, whilst the remainder of the cuticle bears dark irregular markings.  The head has a blunt horn-like projection, the thorax has two prominent dorsal ridges, and there are large prominences on some of the abdominal segments.  Scattered over the head and thoracic region and on various points of the abdomen are rounded tubercles from which arise thick curved spines.  In nature the pupa is evidently extremely cryptic, its grotesque form doubtless serving to hide its outline more or less completely.  Length 20 mm.”

Larval food: Nothing published.
falkensteinii Dewitz, 1879 (as sp. of Plebeius).  Nova Acta Academiae Caesarea Leopoldino-Carolinae Germanicum Naturae Curiosorum 4 (2): 204 (173-212).  Angola: “aus dem 10 S.B., zweischen dem 17-22 O.L. von Greenw.”.
stempfferi Jackson, 1962 (as sp. of Epitola).  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 127 (125-163).  Gabon: “Douano”.
Cerautola (Hewitola) hewitsonioides (Hawker-Smith, 1933)

Epitola hewitsonioides Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Stylops 2: 11 (1-12).

Cerautola hewitsonioides (Hawker-Smith, 1933).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Middle Low Valley, near Walikale, 3000-4000 feet”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cerautola (Hewitola) stempfferi (Jackson, 1962)

Epitola stempfferi Jackson, 1962.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 127 (125-163).

Cerautola stempfferi (Jackson, 1962).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Gabon: “Douana”.

Distribution: Gabon (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Geritola Libert, 1999
In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 117 (219 pp.).
Type-species: Epitola gerina Hewitson, 1878, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 19 species.  Epitola lamborni Bethune-Baker, 1922, is considered to be a nomen dubium (Libert, 1999: 137; Larsen, 2005a).

Subgenus Geritola Libert, 1999
In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 117 (219 pp.).
Type-species: Epitola gerina Hewitson, 1878, by original designation.

Geritola (Geritola) albomaculata (Bethune-Baker, 1903)

Epitola albomaculata Bethune-Baker, 1903.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 12: 329 (324-334).

Geritola albomaculata (Bethune-Baker, 1903).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone [Moyamba (Larsen, 2005a)]”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Cameroon.

Common name: White-spotted epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This is apparently a scarce species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Geritola (Geritola) amieti Libert, 1999

Geritola (Geritola) amieti Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 127 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “mont Fébé (1000m), Yaoundé, Cameroun”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Geritola (Geritola) concepcion (Suffert, 1904)

Epitola concepcion Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 54 (12-107).

Geritola concepcion (Suffert, 1904).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Barombi-Station”.

Distribution: Cameroon (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages:

Eltringham, 1921b: 475.  (ex Lamborn, Nigeria).

The following account may refer to another species, since G. concepcion apparently does not occur in Nigeria.  “Pupa.  (Plate XII, fig. 13).  Very pale with a few dark markings as shown in the figure.  Small lateral clusters of delicate hairs, and on head, thorax, and abdomen, tufts of long chitinous processes having flattened dentate extremities.  A few short setae scattered sparsely over the cuticle, and much longer ones projecting from the terminal segments.  Length 12 mm.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Geritola (Geritola) cyanea (Jackson, 1964)

Epitola cyanea Jackson, 1964.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 15: 71 (59-80).

Geritola cyanea (Jackson, 1964).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba, Mongiro Forest”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Geritola (Geritola) daveyi (Roche, 1954)

Epitola daveyi Roche, 1954.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 3: 499 (489-501).

Geritola daveyi (Roche, 1954).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Isoba”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon (coast).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Isoba, in the south-east (TL).

Common name: Davey’s epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A very scarce species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Geritola (Geritola) dubia (Jackson, 1964)

Epitola dubia Jackson, 1964.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 15: 70 (59-80).

Geritola dubia (Jackson, 1964).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba, Mongiro”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Geritola (Geritola) frankdaveyi Libert, 1999

Geritola (Geritola) frankdaveyi Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 133 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Warri, Nigeria”.  Known from only two males; the female is unknown (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Nigeria (Niger Delta).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Warri (TL; single male); Umuhaia (Larsen, 2005a; single male).

Common name: Warri epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Geritola (Geritola) gerina (Hewitson, 1878)

Epitola gerina Hewitson, 1878 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 19 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Geritola gerina (Hewitson, 1878).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: “Congo”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Aburi Botanical Gardens (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (not uncommon) (Congdon & Collins, 1998); Kikuru Forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998); Munene Forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Gerina epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This is the commonest and most widespread species in the genus Geritola (Larsen, 2005a).  A female has been observed ovipositing on a tree trunk, just below an ant nest, and on an ant trail (Kielland, vide Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Geritola (Geritola) goodii (Holland, 1890)

Epitola goodii Holland, 1890.  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass. 5: 424 (423-431).

Geritola goodii (Holland, 1890).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Gabon: “River Ogove”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Common name: Good’s epitola.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Abak in eastern Nigeria (St Leger teste Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This is a rare species, only one specimen being known from West Africa.  It is more common in the equatorial zone (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens remain high in the canopy (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Geritola (Geritola) jackiana Collins & Libert, 1999

Geritola (Geritola) jackiana Collins & Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 137 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, Nyong, Cameroun”.

Distribution: Cameroon (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Geritola (Geritola) larae Collins & Libert, 1999

Geritola (Geritola) larae Collins & Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 126 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Maan, S. Cameroun”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Geritola (Geritola) liana (Roche, 1954)

Epitola liana Roche, 1954.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 3: 500 (489-501).

Geritola liana (Roche, 1954).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west) (Libert, 1999).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (very common) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Geritola (Geritola) mirifica (Jackson, 1964)

Epitola mirifica Jackson, 1964.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 15: 72 (59-80).

Geritola mirifica (Jackson, 1964).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Congo: “Moyen Congo, Etoumbi”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Geritola (Geritola) nitide (Druce, 1910)

Epitola nitide Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 366 (356-378).

Geritola nitide (Druce, 1910).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja River, 2000 ft”.

Distribution: Cameroon (Libert, 1999).

Records of this species from West Africa refer to Geritola gerina (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Geritola (Geritola) nitidica Libert & Collins, 1999

Geritola (Geritola) nitidica Libert & Collins, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 123 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Djoum, sud-Cameroun”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Geritola (Geritola) prouvosti Bouyer & Libert, 1999

Geritola (Geritola) prouvosti Bouyer & Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 129 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Maan, S. Cameroun”.

Distribution: Cameroon (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Geritola (Geritola) virginea (Bethune-Baker, 1904)

Epitola virginea Bethune-Baker, 1904.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 14: 230 (222-233).

Geritola virginea (Bethune-Baker, 1904).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone [Moyamba (Larsen, 2005a)]”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Aburi Botanical Gardens (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Black-wing epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A rather scarce species, associated with ant-trees.  Females seem to be more often encountered than are males (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Geritola (Geritola) zelica (Kirby, 1890)

Epitola zelica Kirby, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 272 (261-274).

Geritola zelica (Kirby, 1890).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Barombi”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Uganda (Libert, 1999).

Records of this species from West Africa refer to Geritola gerina (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
subalba Bethune-Baker, 1915 (as sp. of Epitola).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 16: 190 (186-203).  Cameroon: “Bitje”.
Subgenus Argyrotola Libert, 1999
In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 138 (219 pp.).
Type-species: Epitola subargentea Jackson, 1964, by original designation.

Geritola (Argyrotola) subargentea (Jackson, 1964)

Epitola subargentea Jackson, 1964.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (13) 7: 698 (697-700).

Geritola subargentea (Jackson, 1964).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba, Mongiro”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Common name: Silvery epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Geritola (Argyrotola) subargentea subargentea (Jackson, 1964)

Epitola subargentea Jackson, 1964.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (13) 7: 698 (697-700).

Geritola subargentea (Jackson, 1964).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba, Mongiro”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (rare) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Geritola (Argyrotola) subargentea continua Libert, 1999

Geritola (Argyrotola) subargentea continua Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 139 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “mont Fébé (Yaoundé), env. 1000 m”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast (west), Cameroon, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Bossematie (H. Dall’Asta; single male at a moth light-trap teste Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Mt Febe, near Yaounde (Libert, 1992 teste Larsen (2005a).

Genus Stempfferia Jackson, 1962
Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 157 (125-163).
Type-species: Stempfferia carcassoni Jackson, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 45 species.

Subgenus Stempfferia Jackson, 1962
Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 157 (125-163).
Type-species: Stempfferia carcassoni Jackson, by original designation.

Stempfferia (Stempfferia) abri Libert & Collins, 1997

Stempfferia abri Libert & Collins, 1997.  Lambillionea 97 (1) (Tome I): 31 (31-33).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, Cameroun, X 1995 (S.C. Collins).”  In ABRI, Nairobi.

Distribution: Cameroon (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Stempfferia) carcassoni Jackson, 1962

Stempfferia carcassoni Jackson, 1962.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 157 (125-163).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Prov. Orientale, Lomami river, Opala”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Subgenus Cercenia Libert, 1999
In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 64 (219 pp.).
Type-species: Epitola cercene Hewitson, 1873, by original designation.

Stempfferia (Cercenia) alba (Jackson, 1962)

Epitola alba Jackson, 1962.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 155 (125-163).

Stempfferia alba (Jackson, 1962).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Congo: “Ouesso, Mambili Forest”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) annae Libert, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) annae Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 80 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Yaoundé, mont Fébé (env. 1000 m), Cameroun”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Anne’s epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Appears to be widespread and common in Cameroon (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) badura (Kirby, 1890)

Epitola badura Kirby, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 271 (261-274).

Stempfferia badura (Kirby, 1890).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) badura badura (Kirby, 1890)

Epitola badura Kirby, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 271 (261-274).

Stempfferia badura (Kirby, 1890).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).
Stempfferia (Cercenia) badura contrasta Libert, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) badura contrasta Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 94 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Mongiro, Bwamba, Ouganda”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (Libert, 1999).
Stempfferia (Cercenia) baoule Libert, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) baoule Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 70 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “De Danané au mont Nimba, Côte d’Ivoire”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Danane (TL); Tai National Park (Warren-Gash teste Larsen (2005a).

Common name: Baoule epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) boormani Libert, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) boormani Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 82 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Nigeria: “E. Nigeria [probably near Umuhaia (Larsen, 2005a)]”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okwangwo National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Boorman’s epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Known only from four males.  The male caught by Larsen was observed patrolling in an open area next to a forest at noon (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) bouyeri Libert & Collins, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) bouyeri Libert & Collins, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 92 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “mont Mengale, Lolodorf, S. Cameroun”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) carcina (Hewitson, 1873)

Epitola carcina Hewitson, 1873.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 150 (149-151).

Stempfferia carcina (Hewitson, 1873).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.  Male holotype of S. dunia (Kirby, 1887) (TL Cameroon) selected as neallotype of S. carcina by Libert (1999).

Distribution: Nigeria (east and Cross River loop), Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Umuhaia (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a); Uwet (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Dark furry epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Courtship behaviour is briefly described by Larsen (2005a).

Early stages:

Eltringham, 1921b: 476.  (ex Lamborn, Oni, Nigeria)



“Pupa (Plate XII, fig. 18).  Characteristically marked on thorax as shown in figure.  The general surface sparsely clothed with fine setae.  On thorax and abdomen tufts of short sharp spines, and on head, thorax, and abdomen lateral and dorsal groups of delicate chitinous projections which are white with black tips.  Attached to leaf by terminal segments and lying nearly parallel to its support.  Length 10 mm.”

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.

entebbeana Bethune-Baker, 1926 (as sp. of Epitola).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 392 (384-402). [In part; see Cephetola cephena entebbeana.] Nigeria: “Oban”.
dunia Kirby, 1887 (as sp. of Epitola).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 19: 443 (441-445).  Cameroon: “Cameroons”.  [In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): ] [Given as a sp. of Epitola in Ackery, et al., 1995: 522.]
Stempfferia (Cercenia) carilla (Roche, 1954)

Epitola carilla Roche, 1954.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 3: 495 (489-501).

Stempfferia carilla (Roche, 1954).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe”.

Distribution: Uganda (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) cercene (Hewitson, 1873)

Epitola cercene Hewitson, 1873.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 150 (149-151).

Stempfferia cercene (Hewitson, 1873).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Angola: “Angola”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kakum National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Cercene epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Scarce in West Africa, becoming commoner in eastern Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).  Females oviposit on lichens on the bark of twigs and tree trunks; eggs sometimes laid on dead bare twigs.  Ants in attendance (Van Someren, 1974).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
versicolor Kirby, 1887 (as sp. of Epitola).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 19: 444 (441-445).  Cameroon: “Cameroons”.
convexa Roche, 1954 (as sp. of Epitola).  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 3: 496 (489-501).  Uganda: “Bwamba”.  [In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 66].  [Given as a sp. of Epitola in Ackery, et al., 1995: 521.]
Stempfferia (Cercenia) cercenoides (Holland, 1890)

Epitola cercenoides Holland, 1890.  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass. 5: 424 (423-431).

Stempfferia cercenoides (Holland, 1890).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Gabon: “River Ogove”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan (south), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Misattributed to the Ivory Coast fauna by Stempffer (1966) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Ubiaja (Larsen, 2005a); Umuhaia (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (very common); Kikuru Forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Common epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: The most common of the species belonging to the ‘epitola group’ of genera but only seven males are known from eastern Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
batesi Druce, 1910 (as sp. of Epitola).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 365 (356-378).  Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja river, 2000 ft”.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) ciconia (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1892)

Epitola ciconia Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1892 in Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1887-92.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 1: 58 (183 pp.). London.

Synonym of Epitola leonina Staudinger, 1888.  Ackery et al., 1995: 523.

Stempfferia ciconia (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1892).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Stork epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) ciconia ciconia (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1892)

Epitola ciconia Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1892 in Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1887-92.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 1: 58 (183 pp.). London.

Synonym of Epitola leonina Staudinger, 1888.  Ackery et al., 1995: 523.

Stempfferia ciconia (Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1892).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, (Libert, 1999).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Bayota (Larsen, 2005a); Danane (Larsen, 2005a); Banco (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a).

Stempfferia (Cercinia) ciconia camerunica Libert, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercinia) ciconia camerunica Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 84 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Obout, Cameroun”.

Distribution: Cameroon.
Stempfferia (Cercinia) ciconia mongiro (Jackson, 1968)

Epitola mongiro Jackson, 1968.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 30: 1474 (1472-1476).

Stempfferia ciconia mongiro (Jackson, 1968).  Libert, 1999 stat. rev., comb. nov.
Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba, Mongiro”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) cinerea (Berger, 1981)

Epitola cinerea Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 258 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.

Stempfferia cioerea (Berger, 1981).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lualaba, Kapanga”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) coerulea (Jackson, 1962)

Epitola coerulea Jackson, 1962.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 140 (125-163).

Stempfferia coerulea (Jackson, 1962).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Congo: “Moyen Congo, Etoumbi”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).

There is a male of this species from Ikom, Nigeria in the Carnegie Museum, which Larsen (2005a) believes is mislabelled.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) coerulea coerulea (Jackson, 1962)

Epitola coerulea Jackson, 1962.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 140 (125-163).

Stempfferia coerulea (Jackson, 1962).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Congo: “Moyen Congo, Etoumbi”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).
Stempfferia (Cercenia) coerulea pierri Libert, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) coerulea pierri Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 110 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Central African Republic: “Boukoko, R.C.A.”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Central African Republic (Libert, 1999).
Stempfferia (Cercenia) congoana (Aurivillius, 1923)

Epitola congoana Aurivillius, 1923 in Schultze & Aurivillius, 1923.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1202 (1113-1242).

Stempfferia congoana (Aurivillius, 1923).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kimuenza”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Jackson, 1962; as nigrovenata).

Common name: Black-veined epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
nigrovenata Jackson, 1962 (as sp. of Epitola).  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 136 (125-163).  Nigeria: “Oban”.  [Libert, 1999: ].  [Given as a sp. of Epitola in Ackery, et al., 1995: 523.]
Stempfferia (Cercenia) dorothea (Bethune-Baker, 1904)

Epitola dorothea Bethune-Baker, 1904.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 14: 227 (222-233).

Stempfferia dorothea (Bethune-Baker, 1904).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone [Moyamba (Larsen, 2005a)]”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo.



Records from east of Togo are erroneous (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Dorothea’s epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A fairly common but very localized species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) elissa (Grose-Smith, 1898)

Epitola elissa Grose-Smith, 1898.  Novitates Zoologicae 5: 354 (350-358).

Stempfferia elissa (Grose-Smith, 1898).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Wari [Warri (Larsen, 2005a)]”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon (west).

Misattributed to the fauna of Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast and Ghana (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Warri (TL); Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Ibadan (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a); Afi River in Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Mamfe (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Elissa epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A rare, essentially Nigerian butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Larsen (2005a) noted a male patrolling on the edge of a forest in Okwangwo.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
oniensis Roche, 1954 (as sp. of Epitola).  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 3: 501 (489-501).  Sierra Leone: “Daru”.
pseudelissa Jackson, 1968 (as sp. of Epitola).  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 30: 1473 (1472-1476).  Nigeria: “Ogoja Prov., Ikom”.  [In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 79].  [Given as a good species of Epitola in Ackery, et al., 1995: 524.]
Stempfferia (Cercenia) flavoantennata (Roche, 1954)

Epitola flavoantennata Roche, 1954.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 3: 495 (489-501).

Stempfferia flavoantennata (Roche, 1954).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja River, 2000 ft”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) francisci Libert, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) francisci Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 103 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Oni, nr Lagos, Nigeria”.

Distribution: Nigeria.

Known only from the type series of seven males and five females, taken by Lamborn in the early 1900’s (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oni Creek, 100 km east of Lagos (TL).

Common name: Brown epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) ginettae Libert, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) ginettae ginettae Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 110 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Beni, Kivu, Zaïre”.

Distribution: Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) ginettae ginettae Libert, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) ginettae ginettae Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 110 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Beni, Kivu, Zaïre”.

Distribution: Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).
Stempfferia (Cercenia) ginettae meridionalis Libert, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) ginettae meridionalis Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 111 (219 pp.).
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Stempfferia ginettae meridionalis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Sakeji, Ikelenge, Zambia.  12.V.1983.  D. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Stempfferia ginettae meridionalis.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 34mm.  Sakeji, Ikelenge, Zambia.  12.V.1983.  D. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kisango, Kafakumba, Katanga, Zaïre”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia (Libert, 1999).

Speciic localities:

Zambia – Mwinilunga district; Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).
Stempfferia (Cercinia) gordoni (Druce, 1903)

Epitola gordoni Druce, 1903.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 11: 70 (69-72).

Synonym of Epitola staudingeri Kirby, 1890.  Ackery et al., 1995: 524.

Stempfferia gordoni (Druce, 1903).  Libert, 1999 stat. rev., comb. nov.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Bonney”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Bonney (TL); Umuhaia (Larsen, 2005a); Calabar (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Brown black-square epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Very scarce in Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
aequatorialis Jackson, 1962 (as subsp. of Epitola staudingeri).  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 135 (125-163).  Congo: “Moyen Congo, Etoumbi”.  [Libert, 1999: .  [Given as a subspecies of Epitola staudingeri in Ackery, et al., 1995: 524.]
Stempfferia (Cercenia) ife Libert, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) ife Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 112 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Oni, 70 m. E of Lagos, Nigeria”.  The type series of seven males and six females, all from Oni Creek, are the only known specimens of this specimens.

Distribution: Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oni Creek, 100 km east of Lagos (Lamborn; TL).

Common name: Lamborn’s furry epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) insulana (Aurivillius, 1923)

Epitola insulana Aurivillius, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1203 (1113-1242).

Stempfferia insulana (Aurivillius, 1923).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando Poo, San Carlos; Bococo”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west) (Libert, 1999).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
convexa Roche, 1954 (as sp. of Epitola).  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 3: 496 (489-501).  Uganda: “Bwamba”.  [Given as a good species of Epitola in Ackery, et al., 1995: 521 but regarded to be a synonym of Epitola insulana Aurivillius by Libert, 1998: 108 (Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania).]
intermedia Roche, 1954 (as sp. of Epitola).  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 3: 497 (489-501).  [Given as a good species of Epitola in Ackery, et al., 1995: 522 but regarded to be a synonym of Epitola insulana Aurivillius by Libert, 1998: 108 (Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania).]
Stempfferia (Cercenia) iturina (Joicey & Talbot, 1921)

Epitola iturina Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 85 (40-166).

Stempfferia iturina (Joicey & Talbot, 1921).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Forest between Ituri and Lindi Rivers, S.W. of Avakubi”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
bella Aurivillius, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923 (as sp. of Epitola).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1200 (1113-1242).  Cameroon: “N’gu-mesok; Mapfut”.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) jolyana Libert & Bouyer, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) jolyana Libert & Bouyer, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 97 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, Nyong, Cameroun”.

Distribution: Cameroon (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) katherinae (Poulton, 1929)

Epitola katherinae Poulton, 1929 in Eltringham, et al., 1929.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 77: 494 (475-504).

Stempfferia katherinae (Poulton, 1929).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Ibadan”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Ibadan (TL); near Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Gambari (Larsen, 2005a); Benin (Larsen, 2005a); Oni Creek (Larsen, 2005a), Omo (Larsen, 2005a); Nsukka (D. Knoop teste Larsen, 2005a; needs confirmation).

Common name: Poulton’s epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A generally scarce species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercinia) kholifa (Bethune-Baker, 1904)

Epitola kholifa Bethune-Baker, 1904.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 14: 229 (222-233).

Synonym of Epitola carcina Hewitson.  Ackery, 1995: 520.

Stempfferia kholifa (Behtune-Baker, 1904).  Libert, 1999 stat. rev., comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone [Kholifa (Larsen, 2005a)]”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (west).

Common name: Kholifa epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A widely distributed species in West Africa, found in many localities (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) leonina (Staudinger, 1888)

Epitola leonina Staudinger, 1888 in Staudinger and Schatz, 1884-8.  Exotischer Schmetterlinge 1: 268 (333 pp.). Bayern.

Stempfferia leonina (Staudinger, 1888).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo.

There is an unconfirmed, dubious record from Cameroon (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Western scalloped epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Appears to be relatively common because of its habit of roosting fairly low down, on twigs and the tendrils of creepers.  When perched it occasionaly flicks its wings rapidly, thus showing the blue of the upperside (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) liberti (Collins, 1998)

Epitola liberti Collins, 1998.  Metamorphosis 9 (2): 63 (63-65).

Stempfferia liberti (Collins, 1998).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, Nyong river., approx. 50 km south of Yaoundé, C. Cameroon (03 20N, 11 20E, 630 m., x 1997, S.C. Collins, (ABRI, Nairobi, Kenya))”.  Described from four males and a female.

Distribution: Cameroon (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: Riverine mosaic forest, along the Nyong River.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) magnifica (Jackson, 1964)

Epitola magnifica Jackson, 1964.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (13) 7: 699 (697-700).

Stempfferia magnifica (Jackson, 1964).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Congo: “Moyen Congo, Kelle”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) mara (Talbot, 1935)

Epitola staudingeri mara Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 75 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

Stempfferia mara (Talbot, 1935).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Tanzania: “West of Victoria Nyanza, 1 10'S, 31 30'E. Thick forest near Kakindu Hill”.

Distribution: Uganda (western shore of Lake Victoria), Tanzania (north-west) (Libert, 1999).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kakindu Hill (TL); Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (rare) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) marginata (Kirby, 1887)

Epitola marginata Kirby, 1887.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 19: 443 (441-445).

Stempfferia marginata (Kirby, 1887).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Scalloped epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Fairly common in southern Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).  A male was observed patrolling at high speed on a road about 10 m from the forest edge at Okwangwo at 11:00 (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
umbratilis Holland, 1890 (as sp. of Epitola).  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass. 5: 425 (423-431).  Gabon: Upper Ogowe”.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) michelae Libert, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) michelae michelae Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 106 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Issia, Côte d’Ivoire”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Records of S. carcina from West Africa before 1999 refer to S. michelae (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Furry epitola.

Habitat: Forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: One of the commoner species from Sierra Leone to Ghana but less common in Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).  Males defend territories in open spaces, perching with open wings about 1.5 m above the ground.  Particular territories and even perches seem to be used from generation to generation.  Territorial defence appears to take place in the morning (observations made at 09:30 and 10:00) (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Lamborn, 1914: 456.  [Oni Camp, 110 km east of Lagos, Nigeria; as Epitola carcina]



A pupa and a pupal case were found on a leaf about 30 cm from a large carton nest of Crematogaster buchneri.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant:

Crematogaster buchneri Forel (Formicidae) [Lamborn, 1914 (Nigeria)].

Stempfferia (Cercenia) michelae michelae Libert, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) michelae michelae Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 106 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Issia, Côte d’Ivoire”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nzerekore (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Okomu (Larsen, 2005a); Mamu Forest (Larsen, 2005a).
Stempfferia (Cercenia) michelae centralis Libert, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) michelae centralis Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 108 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Zoetoupsi, Cameroun”.

Distribution: ?Nigeria (?Oban Hills), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (extreme north-west).
Stempfferia (Cercenia) moyambina (Bethune-Baker, 1903)

Epitola moyambina Bethune-Baker, 1903.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 12: 330 (324-334).

Stempfferia moyambina (Bethune-Baker, 1903).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone [Moyamba (Larsen, 2005a)]”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and east).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kakum National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Moyamba epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This is one of the commoner species in the genus, especially in Sierra Leone (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) piersoni Libert & Bouyer, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) piersoni Libert & Bouyer, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 95 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, Nyong R., Cameroon”.

Distribution: Cameroon (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) schultzei Libert, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) schultzei Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 86 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bchungo (1 500m), Cameroun”.

Distribution: Cameroon (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) similis Libert, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) similis Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 81 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Yaoundé, mont Fébé (env. 1000 m), Cameroun”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Gabon (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) staudingeri (Kirby, 1890)

Epitola staudingeri Kirby, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 271 (261-274).

Stempfferia staudingeri (Kirby, 1890).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Akwapim Escarpment (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Black-square epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A relatively common species, found in many localities (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) subtumescens Libert, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) subtumescens Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 73 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Oshodi, Lagos, Nigeria”.

Distribution: Nigeria.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oshodi, near Lagos (TL); Umuhaia, in the east (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom, in the Cross River loop (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Toothed epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) suzannae (Berger, 1981)

Epitola suzannae Berger, 1981.  Les Papillons du Zaire 257 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.

Stempfferia suzannae (Berger, 1981).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Equateur, Bamania”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) sylviae Libert, 1999

Stempfferia (Cercenia) sylviae Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 74 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba, Mongiro, Ouganda”.

Distribution: Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) tumentia (Druce, 1910)

Epitola tumentia Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 366 (356-378).

Stempfferia tumentia (Druce, 1910).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Afikpo”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.



A male in the Berlin Museum is almost certainly mislabelled “Sierra Leone” (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Afikpo (TL); Awka (Larsen, 2005a); Umuhaia (Larsen, 2005a); Uwet (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Swollen epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Stempfferia (Cercenia) uniformis (Kirby, 1887)

Epitola uniformis Kirby, 1887.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 19: 445 (441-445).

Stempfferia uniformis (Kirby, 1887).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Lagos”; Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria, ?Cameroon, ?Democratic Republic of Congo.



Records from west of Nigeria are all erroneous (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Lagos (TL); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bitje (Larsen, 2005a; requires confirmation).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kasai (Larsen, 2005a; requires confirmation).

Common name: Ikoyi epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
versicolor Kirby, 1887 (as sp. of Epitola).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 19: 444 (441-445).  Cameroon: “Cameroons”.
ikoya Roche, 1954 (as sp. of Epitola).  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 3: 497 (489-501).  Nigeria: “Lagos”.  [Given as a good species of Epitola in Ackery, et al., 1995: 522 but regarded to be a synonym of S. (C.) uniformis (Kirby) by Libert, 1999 (Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 91 (219 pp.)).]
Stempfferia (Cercenia) zelza (Hewitson, 1873)

Epitola zelza Hewitson, 1873.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 151 (149-151).

Stempfferia zelza (Hewitson, 1873).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana (Volta region), Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Calabar (TL); near Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Little epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A relatively common epitola (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
badia Kirby, 1887 (as sp. of Epitola).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 19: 444 (441-445).  Cameroon: “Cameroons”.
Genus Cephetola Libert, 1999
In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 141 (219 pp.).
Type-species: Epitola cephena Hewitson, 1873, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 46 species.

Cephetola aureliae Libert, 1999

Cephetola aureliae Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 174 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lume, Zaïre”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola australis Libert, 1999

Cephetola australis Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 174 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Delagoa Bay, Mozambique”.

Distribution: Mozambique (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola barnsi Libert, 1999

Cephetola barnsi Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 154 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Middle Low Valley, nr. Walikale, 3000-4000 ft, forest”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola bwamba (Jackson, 1964)

Epitola bwamba Jackson, 1964.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 15: 73 (59-80).

Cephetola bwamba (Jackson, 1964).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba, Mongiro”.

Distribution: Uganda (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola catuna (Kirby, 1890)

Epitola catuna Kirby, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 273 (261-274).

Cephetola catuna (Kirby, 1890).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Habits: Females oviposit on lichens on the bark of twigs and tree trunks; eggs sometimes laid on dead bare twigs.  Ants in attendance (Van Someren, 1974).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola catuna catuna (Kirby, 1890)

Epitola catuna Kirby, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 273 (261-274).

Cephetola catuna (Kirby, 1890).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (Libert, 1999).
mus Suffert, 1904 (as sp. of Epitola).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 53 (12-107).  Cameroon: “Barombi-Station”.
Cephetola catuna carpenteri (Bethune-Baker, 1922)

Epitola carpenteri Bethune-Baker, 1922.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 54: 462 (461-464).

Cephetola catuna carpenteri (Bethune-Baker, 1922).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Uganda: “Damba Island, N.W. Victoria Nyanza, about 20 miles S.E. of Entebbe”.

Distribution: Uganda (Libert, 1999).
Cephetola cephena (Hewitson, 1873)

Epitola cephena Hewitson, 1873.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 151 (149-151).  Roche (1954) describes the male but this is actually a redescription of C. mercedes (Suffert, 1904) (Jackson, 1962).

Cephetola cephena (Hewitson, 1873).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Common name: Cephena epitola.

Habitat: 

Habits: An uncommon butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Larsen (2005a) encountered a single female circling the trunk of an ant-tree with an unusually slow flight.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola cephena cephena (Hewitson, 1873)

Epitola cephena Hewitson, 1873.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 151 (149-151).

Cephetola cephena (Hewitson, 1873).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a); Mamou (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Wli Falls (Larsen, 2005a).
doleta Kirby, 1890 (as sp. of Epitola).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 273 (261-274).  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.
pinodoides Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1893 in Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1892-7 (as sp. of Epitola).   Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 2: 85 (261 pp.). London.  Sierra Leone: “Mocquerys”.  [Synonymized with C. cephena by Libert, 1999: .  Given as good species of Epitola in Ackery, et al., 1995: 524.]
leonina Bethune-Baker, 1903 (as sp. of Phytala).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 12: 328 (324-334).  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.
leonensis Bethune-Baker, 1904 (as sp. of Epitola).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 14: 227 (222-233).  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.
Cephetola cephena entebbeana (Bethune-Baker, 1926)

Epitola entebbeana Bethune-Baker, 1926.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 392 (384-402).

Cephetola cephena entebbeana (Bethune-Baker, 1926).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (common) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Note: Jackson, 1962 (Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 125-163) treats the male of entebbeana Bethune-Baker as a subspecies of E. cephena Hewitson and the female as a synonym of E. carcina Hewitson.

Cephetola chari Libert & Collins, 1999

Cephetola chari Libert & Collins, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 184 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Central African Republic: “Botambi, R.C.A.”.

Distribution: Central African Republic (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola collinsi Libert & Larsen, 1999

Cephetola collinsi Libert & Larsen, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 181 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Ghana: “Aburi Botanical Gardens, Ghana”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Banco (Warren-Gash; single male; teste Larsen (2005a).

Ghana – Aburi (TL).

Nigeria – Lagos area (Larsen, 2005a); Umuhaia (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Collins’ epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Specimens were noted patrolling the lawns at the type locality between 10:00 and 11:00 (Larsen, 2005a).  This behaviour was preceded by similar behaviour by Cephetola subcoerulea (08:30 to 09:30) and followed by Hypophytala hyettoides (11:00 to 13:00).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola dolorosa (Roche, 1954)

Epitola dolorosa Roche, 1954.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 3: 498 (489-501).

Cephetola dolorosa (Roche, 1954).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba Forest, Semliki Valley”.

Distribution: Sudan, Uganda (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola ducarmei Libert, 1999

Cephetola ducarmei Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 188 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mapimbi (1150 m), Zaïre”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola eliasis (Kielland & Congdon, 1998)

Epitola eliasis Kielland & Congdon, 1998.  In: Congdon & Collins, 1998.  Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 116 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea.

Cephetola eliasis (Kielland & Congdon, 1998).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Tanzania: “Minziro (1200m), Bukoba dist., Tanzanie, 16 II 1991 (I. Kielland)”.  In ABRI, Nairobi.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola eliasis eliasis (Kielland & Congdon, 1998)

Epitola eliasis Kielland & Congdon, 1998.  In: Congdon & Collins, 1998.  Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 116 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea.

Cephetola eliasis (Kielland & Congdon, 1998).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Tanzania: “Minziro (1200m), Bukoba dist., Tanzanie”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-west) (Libert, 1999).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Cephetola eliasis angustata Libert & Collins, 1999

Cephetola eliasis angustata Libert & Collins, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 153 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, Nyong, Cameroun”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).
Cephetola epitolina Libert & Collins, 1999

Cephetola epitolina Libert & Collins, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 160 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Central African Republic: “Yakoli, R.C.A.”.

Distribution: Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola gerdae (Kielland & Libert, 1998)

Epitola gerdae Kielland & Libert, 1998.  In: Congdon & Collins, 1998.  Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 117 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea.

Cephetola gerdae (Kielland & Libert, 1998).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Tanzania: “Minziro, Bukoba dist., Tanzanie, 26 I 1993 (I. Kielland)”.  In ABRI, Nairobi.

Distribution: Tanzania (Libert, 1999).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (uncommon) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola ghesquierei (Roche, 1954)

Epitola ghesquierei Roche, 1954.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 3: 498 (489-501).

Cephetola ghesquierei (Roche, 1954).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Eala”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola godarti Libert & Collins, 1999

Cephetola godarti Libert & Collins, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 173 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Central African Republic: “Botambi, R.C.A.”.

Distribution: Central African Republic (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola izidori (Kielland & Congdon, 1998)

Epitola izidori Kielland & Congdon, 1998.  In: Congdon & Collins, 1998.  Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 115 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea.

Cephetola izidori (Kielland & Congdon, 1998).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Tanzania: “Minziro, Bukoba dist., Tanzanie, 12 XII 1994 (I. Kielland)”.  In ABRI, Nairobi.

Distribution:  Central African Republic, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia (Libert, 1999). 

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola izidori izidori (Kielland & Congdon, 1998)

Epitola izidori Kielland & Congdon, 1998.  In: Congdon & Collins, 1998.  Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 115 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea.

Cephetola izidori (Kielland & Congdon, 1998).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Tanzania: “Minziro, Bukoba dist., Tanzanie”.

Distribution: Central African Republic, Kenya, Tanzania (north-west) (Libert, 1999).

Specific localities:

Central African Republic – Bangui (single male) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Kenya – Kakamega Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Cephetola izidori zambeziae Libert & Collins, 1999

Cephetola izidori zambeziae Libert & Collins, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 172 (219 pp.).
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Cephetola izidori zambeziae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Hillwood, Ikelenge, Zambia.  16/05/2000.  M.R.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Cephetola izidori zambeziae.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Hillwood, Ikelenge, Zambia.  16/05/2000.  M.R.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Zambia: “Zambezi R., Hillwood, Ikelenge, Zambie”.

Distribution: Zambia (Libert, 1999).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002); Hillwood Farm, Ikelenge.
Cephetola kakamegae Libert & Collins, 1999

Cephetola kakamegae Libert & Collins, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 187 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kakamega for., W. Kenya”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola kamengensis (Jackson, 1962)

Epitola kamengensis Jackson, 1962.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 150 (125-163).

Cephetola kamengensis (Jackson, 1962).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Uganda: “Mawakota, Kamengo”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west) (Libert, 1999).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Nandi (Larsen, 1991); Kakamega Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (single record); Munene Forest (single record) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: On forest edges and in gallery forest, from 900 to 1 200 metres (Kielland, 1990: 177).

Habits: Spend considerable periods whirling around tall bushes, often several specimens together.  Active from before sunrise. (Kielland, 1990: 177).  Females oviposit on lichens on the bark of twigs and tree trunks; eggs sometimes laid on dead bare twigs.  Ants in attendance (Van Someren, 1974).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola karinae Bouyer & Libert, 1999

Cephetola karinae Bouyer & Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 169 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Central African Republic: “Ngbo, R.C.A.”.

Distribution: Central African Republic (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola katerae (Jackson, 1962)

Epitola katerae Jackson, 1962.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 149 (125-163).

Cephetola katerae (Jackson, 1962).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
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Cephetola katerae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Zambezi Rapids, Ikelenge, Zambia.  03/V/2001.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Cephetola katerae.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  05/V/2001.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Uganda: “Masaka, Sango Bay, Katera”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania (west), Zambia (Libert, 1999).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Ntakatta Forest in Mpanda; Kemfu Forest and Kasye Forest in Kigoma (Kielland, 1990); Kere Hill (not uncommon) and Bulembe, Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998); Kampisa River near Sitebi Mountain (Bampton and Congdon).

Zambia – Mwinilunga district; Zambezi Rapids, Ikelenge.

Habitat: Forest, from 900 to 1 500 metres in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990: 177).  Also in riparian forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola kiellandi (Libert & Congdon, 1998)

Epitola kiellandi Libert & Congdon, 1998.  In: Congdon & Collins, 1998.  Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 113 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea.

Cephetola kiellandi (Libert & Congdon, 1998).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Tanzania: “Minziro, 1200 m, Bukoba, Tanzanie, 1 I 1995 (I. Kielland)”.  In ABRI, Nairobi.

Distribution: Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west) (Libert, 1999).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (common) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola maculata (Hawker-Smith, 1926)

Epitola maculata Hawker-Smith, 1926.  Revue Zoologique Africaine 14: 240 (237-241).

Cephetola maculata (Hawker-Smith, 1926).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Elisabetha, near Basoko”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Tiassale (Larsen, 2005a); Issia (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Macular epitola.

Habitat: 

Habits: A rare species in West Africa, with only about a dozen specimens known from Ivory Coast (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.

Note:  There is a possibility that the populations in Ivory Coast represent an undescribed taxon that is an Ivory Coast endemic, should it be genuinely absent from the countries between the Ivory Coast and Congo (Larsen, 2005a).
pulchra Jackson, 1964 (as sp. of Phytala).  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 15: 65 (59-80).  Congo: “Ouesso, Ketta Forest”.
Cephetola maesseni Libert, 1999

Cephetola maesseni Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 182 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Ghana: “Likpe, Ghana”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana (Volta Region).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Likpe (TL).

Common name: Maessen’s greasy epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Libert (1999) avers that a specimen figured in Berger (1981) may be referable to this species but conspecificity has not been substantiated.
Cephetola marci Collins & Libert, 1999

Cephetola marci Collins & Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 168 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, Nyong, Cameroun”.

Distribution: Cameroon (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola mariae Libert, 1999

Cephetola mariae Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 148 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kere Hill, Minziru for., 1250 m, Bukoba, Tanzanie”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Central African Republic, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola martini (Libert, 1998)

Epitola martini Libert, 1998.  In: Congdon & Collins, 1998.  Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 110 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea.

Cephetola martini (Libert, 1998).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Uganda: “Katera, Sango Bay, Masaka, Ouganda, V 1956 (T.H.E. Jackson)”.  N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Cameroon, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west) (Libert, 1999).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Ebogo (Bouyer) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Kigoma (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
carpenteri Bethune-Baker, 1922 (as sp. of Epitola).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 54: 462 (461-464).  Uganda: “Damba Island, N.W. Victoria Nyanza, about 20 miles S.E. of Entebbe”.  [The female is given as a synonym of Epitola azurea Jackson and the male as Epitola catuna carpenteri Bethune-Baker in Ackery, et al., 1995: 520 and 521, respectively.]


azurea Jackson, 1962 (as sp. of Epitola).  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 148 (125-163).  Uganda: “Masaka, Sango Bay, Katera”.  [Given as a species of Epitola in Ackery, et al., 1995: 520 but regarded as a synonym of Epitola martini by Libert (In: Congdon and Collins, 1998.  Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 110 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea).]
Cephetola mengoensis (Bethune-Baker, 1906)

Epitola mengoensis Bethune-Baker, 1906.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 17: 105 (104-110).

Cephetola mengoensis (Bethune-Baker, 1906).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Uganda: “Mengo”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola mengoensis mengoensis (Bethune-Baker, 1906)

Epitola mengoensis Bethune-Baker, 1906.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 17: 105 (104-110).

Cephetola mengoensis (Bethune-Baker, 1906).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Uganda: “Mengo”.

Distribution: Uganda (Libert, 1999).
Cephetola mengoensis kenya Libert & Collins, 1999

Cephetola mengoensis kenya Libert & Collins, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 186 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kakamega, W. Kenya”.

Distribution: Kenya (Libert, 1999).
Cephetola mercedes (Suffert, 1904)

Epitola mercedes Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 53 (12-107).

Cephetola mercedes (Suffert, 1904).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Johann Albrechthöhe”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola mercedes mercedes (Suffert, 1904)

Epitola mercedes Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 53 (12-107).

Cephetola mercedes (Suffert, 1904).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Johann Albrechthöhe” [Kumbo].

Distribution: Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Lagos area (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Kumbo (TL).
Cephetola mercedes dejeani Libert, 1999

Cephetola mercedes dejeani Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 157 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ndoupé, ex larva, Cameroun”.

Distribution: Cameroon (central).

Note: Larsen (2005a) avers that this subspecies may be a distinct species.
Cephetola mercedes ivoriensis (Jackson, 1967)

Epitola ivoriensis Jackson, 1967.  Journal of Natural History 1: 333 (327-336).

Epitola ivoiriensis Jackson, 1967.  Ackery et al., 1995: 522. [misspelling]
Cephetola mercedes ivoiriensis (Jackson, 1967).  Libert, 1999 stat. rev., comb. nov. [misspelling]

Cephetola mercedes ivoriensis (Jackson, 1967).  Larsen, 2005a.
Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Abidgan, Tiassalé”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana.
Cephetola mpangensis (Jackson, 1962)

Epitola mpangensis Jackson, 1962.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 149 (125-163).

Cephetola mpangensis (Jackson, 1962).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.

Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba”.

Distribution: Uganda, Tanzania (north-west) (Libert, 1999), Kenya (Larsen, 1991).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (not uncommon); MII in Minziro Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Primary forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola nigeriae (Jackson, 1962)

Epitola nigeriae Jackson, 1962.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 145 (125-163).

Synonym of Epitola ghesquierei Roche, 1954.  Jackson.

Cephetola nigeriae (Jackson, 1962).  Libert, 1999 stat. rev., comb. nov.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Ogoja Prov., Ikom.  X.1955.  T.H.E. Jackson.”

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo.

Common name: Nigerian epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola nigra (Bethune-Baker, 1903)

Epitola nigra Bethune-Baker, 1903.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 12: 331 (324-334).

Cephetola nigra (Bethune-Baker, 1903).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Bethune-Baker’s epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A very scarce species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola obscura (Hawker-Smith, 1933)

Epitola obscura Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Stylops 2: 11 (1-12).

Cephetola obscura (Hawker-Smith, 1933).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Lagos”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kakum National Park (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Obscure epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A scarce butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola orientalis (Roche, 1954)

Epitola orientalis Roche, 1954.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 3: 499 (489-501).

Cephetola orientalis (Roche, 1954).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.

Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Central African Republic, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west) (Libert, 1999), Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kakamega Forest (Jackson; single female) (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (common) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Primary forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola oubanguensis Libert & Collins, 1999

Cephetola oubanguensis Libert & Collins, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 160 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Central African Republic: “Yakoli, R.C.A.”.

Distribution: Central African Republic (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola ouesso (Jackson, 1962)

Epitola ouesso Jackson, 1962.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 147 (125-163).

Cephetola ouessa (Jackson, 1962).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.

Type locality: Congo: “Ouesso, Ketta Forest”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola overlaeti Libert, 1999

Cephetola overlaeti Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 179 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “R. Mokweji, Kafakumba (Katanga), Zaïre”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola peteri (Kielland & Congdon, 1998)

Epitola peteri Kielland & Congdon, 1998.  In: Congdon & Collins, 1998.  Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 116 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Minziro, Bukoba dist., Tanzanie, 20 I 1995 (I. Kielland)”.  In ABRI, Nairobi.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania (north-west) (Libert, 1999).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kakamega Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (very common) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola pinodes (Druce, 1890)

Epitola pinodes Druce, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 5: 24 (24-31).

Cephetola pinodes (Druce, 1890).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Lagos”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Common name: Druce’s epitola.

Habitat: 

Habits: This is a localized species but numbers can be found around individual ant-trees (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola pinodes pinodes (Druce, 1890)

Epitola pinodes Druce, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 5: 24 (24-31).

Cephetola pinodes (Druce, 1890).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Lagos”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Issia (Jackson’s collectors teste Larsen 2005a).
conjuncta Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1893 (as sp. of Epitola).  In Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1892-7 (Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 2: 86 (261 pp.). London.)  Sierra Leone: “Mocquerys”.   [Given in Ackery, et al., 1995: 521 as a good species but regarded as a synonym of Epitola pinodes Druce by Congdon and Collins, 1998 (Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 78 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea).]
Cephetola pinodes budduana (Talbot, 1937)

Epitola conjuncta budduana Talbot, 1937.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 86: 62 (59-72).

Epitola pinodes budduana Talbot, 1937.  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 78.
Cephetola pinodes budduana (Talbot, 1937).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.

Type locality: Uganda: “Katera”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest; Munene Forest (uncommon) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Cephetola quentini Bouyer & Libert, 1999

Cephetola quentini Bouyer & Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 157 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Pinda, Cameroun”.

Distribution: Cameroon (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola rileyi (Audeoud, 1936)

Epitola rileyi Audeoud, 1936.  Bulletin de la Société Lépidoptérologique de Genève 7: 186 (184-187).

Cephetola rileyi (Audeoud, 1936).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Lolodorf”.

Distribution: Cameroon (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola subcoerulea (Roche, 1954)

Epitola subcoerulea Roche, 1954.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 3: 498 (489-501).

Synonym of Epitola vinalli Talbot, 1935.  Ackery et al., 1995: 525.

Cephetola subcoerulea (Roche, 1954).  Libert 1999: 184 stat. rev., comb. nov.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Gambia (Bathurst; requires confirmation (Larsen, 2005a)), Senegal (Basse Casamance), Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Aburi Botanical Gardens (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Roche’s epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: The species is scarce and is closely associated with individual ant-trees (Larsen, 2005a).  At Aburi Larsen (2005a) noted that specimens patrolled the lawns between 08:30 and 09:30 (see Cephetola collinsi for further notes).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola subgriseata (Jackson, 1964)

Epitola subgriseata Jackson, 1964.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 15: 72 (59-80).

Cephetola subgriseata (Jackson, 1964).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.

Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba, Mongiro”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (Libert, 1999).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kigoma; Sitebi Mountain in Mpanda (single female) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola sublustris (Bethune-Baker, 1904)

Epitola sublustris Bethune-Baker, 1904.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 14: 228 (222-233).

Cephetola sublustris (Bethune-Baker, 1904).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone [Mabang (Larsen, 2005a)]”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (west), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).



Misattributed to the Senegal fauna by Condamin (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Mabang (TL; Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Greasy epitola.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Fairly common but tied to individual ant-trees (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola tanzaniensis Libert, 1999

Cephetola tanzaniensis Libert, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 186 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Lubalizi, Kigoma, Tanzanie”.

Distribution: Tanzania (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Cephetola vinalli (Talbot, 1935)

Epitola vinalli Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 75 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

Cephetola vinalli (Talbot, 1935).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Basankusu, 40 miles west of Bongandanga, Baolongo”.

Distribution: Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (rare) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
pseudoconjuncta Jackson, 1962 ( as sp. of Epitola).  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 153 (125-163).  Nigeria: “Ogaja Prov., Ikom”  [Given as a good species of Epitola in Ackery, et al., 1995: 524 but synonymized with C. vinalli (Talbot, 1935) by Libert, 1999.  (In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 186 (219 pp.)).]
Cephetola viridana (Joicey & Talbot, 1921)

Epitola viridana Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 84 (40-166).

Cephetola viridiana (Joicey & Talbot, 1921).  Libert, 1999 comb. nov.
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Cephetola viridana.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Chikonke Stream, NW Zambia.  19.V.2000.  MB Roberts.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Cephetola viridana.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Chikonke Stream, NW Zambia.  19.V.2000.  MB Roberts.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “South side Ituri River, five days west of Irumu”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania (north-west), Zambia (Libert, 1999).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kakamega Forest (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest; Munene Forest (very common in all) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: Primary forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
radiata Bethune-Baker, 1926 (as subsp. of Epitola viridana).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 393 (384-402).  Cameroon: “Bitje”.  [Libert, 1999: 150.  Given in Ackery, et al., 1995: 525 as a good subspecies of Epitola viridana.]
Genus Deloneura Trimen, 1868
Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1868: 81 (69-96).
Type-species: Deloneura immaculata Trimen, by monotypy.

= Poultonia Neave, 1904. Novitates Zoologicae 11: 336 (323-363).  Type-species: Poultonia ochrascens Neave, by original designation.  [Invalid; junior homonym of Poultonia Peckham 1901.]

= Ebepius Hemming, 1964.  Annotationes lepidopterologicae (Part 4): 141 (141-142).  [Replacement name for Poultonia Neave].

A purely Afrotropical genus containing seven species.

Deloneura abri Congdon & Collins, 1998

Deloneura abri Congdon & Collins, 1998.  In: Congdon & Collins, 1998.  Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 73 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Zanzibar, Jozani Forest, i. 1991, S C Collins. Place of deposition of holotype (male) not specified.

Distribution: Tanzania (Zanzibar Island).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Jozani Forest, Zanzibar Island (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: Forest.

Flight period: So far only recorded in January (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Deloneura barca (Grose-Smith, 1901)

Durbania barca Grose-Smith, 1901 in Grose-Smith, 1897-1902.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 3: 128 (214 pp.). London.

Type locality: Angola: “Kinsombo”.

Distribution: Angola.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Deloneura immaculata Trimen, 1868

Deloneura immaculata Trimen, 1868.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1868: 83 (69-96).

Type locality: South Africa: “Bashee River, Kaffraria”.  Two of the females are in the South African Museum in Cape Town and the other is in the Natural History Museum, London (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province).  Known only from the three females captured by Bowker (the type series) at Fort Bowker.

Common name: Bashee River buff.

Habitat: Forest?

Habits: ?

Flight period: The three known specimens were captured at the end of December (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Conservation status: Classified as extinct in the South African Red Data List.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Deloneura millari Trimen, 1906

Deloneura millari Trimen, 1906.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1906: 69 (59-86).

Type locality: South Africa: “Bluff ridge, Durban, Natal”.

Distribution: Mozambique, South Africa, Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999).

Common name: Millar’s buff.

Habitat: Coastal bush and moist savanna.

Habits: This is a very sedentary butterfly, specimens remaining settled on the branches and twigs of trees, where they imbibe the honeydew secreted by sap-sucking homopteran insects.  If such a favoured tree is beaten with a stick many specimens may flutter out and settle in new spots in the tree or on low vegetation nearby (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Flight period: All year.

Early stages:

Pennington, 1940: 129 [Deloneura millari millari; near False Bay, KwaZulu-Natal].

This author found larvae and pupae in December 1936 near False Bay, in Maputaland.  Adult butterflies were found feeding on the secretions of coccids, which were being tended by cocktail ants [Crematogaster species], in an "umgulugulu" tree (Strychnos gerrardi N.E. Br.).  Presumably the tree referred to below, in which the larvae were found, was the same tree in which the adults occurred.

"Larva.  Very dark grey, with black streaks.  The head is small, shiny black and very prominent.  The whole body is covered with long (12-15 mm) black hairs.  There was no sign of a [honey] gland.  I found them congregating an inch or so down the entrance to ant tunnels in the branches of the tree, which was 15 feet high, though one or two were under cover of a piece of bark which had cracked.  Prolonged search failed to detect any movement, and it seems probable that they feed at night.  Ants passed them continually without showing the slightest interest.  It was difficult to come to any conclusion about the purpose of their association with this ant.  Pupa.  Many pupal cases were found close together on the sheltered side of a branch high up or under cracked bark.  The pupa is slate grey with dark markings.  It is attached to a silk patch at the posterior extremity, which is surrounded by a thick fan of the long larval hair.  This I assumed to be a protection from the ants, the pupa sticking out at a sharp angle.  It is covered with hairs 3 mm long clustering in threes or fours.  It has a black dorsal patch on the 3rd and 4th abdominal segments and another large one running up to a marked hump, which is placed just behind the wingcase."

Terblanche, E., 1990: 9 [as Deloneura millari; near Hluhluwe, KwaZulu-Natal].

This article is written in Afrikaans.  The following points are deemed to be of interest:  Two pupae were found on the bark of a specimen of Schotia brachypetela, near Hluhluwe in Maputaland, at the beginning of April (two adults were found frequenting this tree the previous December).  The pupae hatched within a week of being found.
Pringle, E.L. 2002 [final instar larva and pupa].

“During September 2002, Robert Kyle succeeded in finding the pupa of Deloneura millari millari under loose bark at the base of a Natal Mahogany tree (Trichelia emetica Vahl).  The pupae were associated with a black Crematogaster ant, which was also tending the coccids on which the imagos were feeding.  A month later, Kyle and the author succeeded in finding and subsequently rearing larvae of the species.  Biology.  The larvae were found to feed on an unidentified species of tree lichen, in association with the same black Crematogaster ant.  They were always closely associated with these ants, moving within their pheromone trails, although, as was correctly noted by Larsen, the relationship is not an obligate one.  The larvae are exceptionally mobile for a lycaenid, and any disturbance quickly causes them to disappear into holes or fissures in the tree.  These holes are probably made initially by the larvae of longhorn beetles, and are then utilized as nesting sites by the ants.  Frequently, too, the larvae would find shelter within cracks in the bark of the tree, or under loose bark itself.  They are definitely photophobic, feeding only at night, although larvae were found resting in the open during overcast days, or late in the afternoon.  Exposure to strong light normally made the larvae restless, causing them to move rapidly to dark sheltered areas, such as under loose bark: once these had been reached, they normally settled down and became immobile once more.  The larva is very similar in appearance to that of certain lymantrid moths, which have stinging hairs, and may be a mimic of them.  Final Instar Larva.  Length 20 mm.  Ground-colour bluish grey on upperside and underside, with yellowish prolegs.  Head blackish brown, surrounded by pale yellow setae.  Neck-shield bluish grey, with four black vertical lines.  The rear of each segment has a pronounced black stripe running horizontally between the yellow spiracles: another less pronounced parallel stripe runs across the front of each segment.  An indistinct black dorsal stripe runs the whole length of the larva.  Segments 6 to 9 are noticeably darker, with dark markings covering the ground-colour, except along the dorsum of segments 7, 8 and part of 9, where the dorsal stripe is replaced by a broad pale pinkish marking.  There are four fleshy protuberances on each segment, two below the spiracles, and one on either side of the dorsum.  Numerous setae protrude from these: the two dorso-lateral protuberances each containing nine short pale straight setae and six long dark setae (approximately 10 mm in length), which curve downwards; the lower two each containing at least 30 long pale setae, also approximately 10 mm in length, and curving downwards.  In addition, there are a number of pale short setae emanating from the body above the spiracles.  The rear segment contains four such fleshy protuberances facing backwards, each containing at least thirty very long dark setae (also approximately 10 mm in length); the neck-shield is similarly endowed, except that these face forward.  There is no evidence of either honey-gland or tubercles, but four short, black, club-like structures on the neck-shield appear to emit attractive secretions, as apparently also do the short pale setae above the spiracles.  A comparison with Clark’s illustration of D. sheppardi reveals that, aside from differences in colouration and markings, the dorsal protuberances of sheppardi lack the long dark setae, and the lateral setae of millari are longer, and of more even length.  Pupa.  Length 12 mm.  Head and thorax grey with black markings, and pink patches around the eyes and on the very pronounced dorsal hump.  Abdomen pinkish white, with a pronounced black patch on the dorsum of the first, second and fourth abdominal segments, and small irregular black markings scattered over the dorsal and lateral surfaces.  A lateral series of six fleshy protuberances runs from the thorax to the fourth abdominal segment; each contains a number of black and pinkish setae, approximately 1 mm in length.  There is a similar mixture of black and pink setae behind the eyes, and numerous black setae of the same length along the whole dorsum.  The old larval skin, with its very numerous long setae, is only partially shed, and covers the anal end and ventral surface of the abdomen.”

Larval food: Nothing published.
Deloneura millari millari Trimen, 1906

Deloneura millari Trimen, 1906.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1906: 69 (59-86).

Type locality: South Africa: “Bluff ridge, Durban, Natal.

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Bluff, Durban (Jeffrey; TL); False Bay (Pennington); Mhlosinga (V. Pringle); Makatini Flats; Emanguzi Forest; Umhlanga Rocks; Shongweni Dam; Umtamvuna River, south of Pietermaritzburg (Pringle et al., 1994); Umtamvuna River Mouth (Schoeman).

Eastern Cape Province – Port St Johns; Bashee River Mouth (Pringle et al., 1994); East London (Duke).
Deloneura millari dondoensis Pennington, 1953

Deloneura millari dondoensis Pennington, 1953.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 16: 102 (94-111).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Dondo Forest near the Pungwe River”.

Diagnosis: The even black band along the margin of the hindwing upperside is characteristic (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Mozambique (central).

Specific localities:

Mozambique – Dondo Forest (Pennington); Xiluvo (H. Cookson; single record).
Deloneura ochrascens (Neave, 1904)

Poultonia ochrascens Neave, 1904.  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 336 (323-363).

Type locality: Uganda: “Usemi”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi.

Habitat: Woodland and savanna, from 900 to 1 700 metres (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A slow flying species, often settling on grass stems (Kielland, 1990).  Usually found in localized colonies (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937.  (Mount Elgon, 18 miles s.w. of Kitale)

The larva is found on the bark of Acacia stenocarpa Hochst. (Fabaceae), among ants.  The egg is more than 1 mm in diameter, circular, and is dorso-ventrally flattened.  It consists of a flat outer ring embossed with symmetrical rays, and a slightly elevated circular inner portion with a small black central spot.  It is stone-grey or brownish grey, and is laid singly among the lichen or in the fissures of the bark.  The larva is black and is covered with very long black setae, much resembling the larva of a lymantriid moth.  In the early stages the dorsum is lighter, mottled and streaked with black, with broad black bars on segments 2, 4 and 10.  Head small and black, thoracic segments somewhat broader, tapering to the anal extremity, with long lateral fringes of hair.  Tubercles and gland not present.  Length 25 mm.  Pupa.  Usually placed on the bark or in cracks in the bark.  Cryptically coloured in black or grey.  Posterior portion surrounded ventrally by a rosette of long blackish hair, being the old larval skin, the pupa itself also being hairy.  In shape, starting from the posterior extremity, it becomes gradually broader with a broad dorsal ridge and three lateral wart-like processes; about the centre of the wing-cases is a ‘waist’ more prominent dorsally than laterally.  Head-case very prominent with a dorsal ridge.  There is a heavy black dorsal line and a jet-black transverse streak across the first abdominal segment.  It is placed flat on the bark and attached by the posterior extremity to a silk-covered patch.

The larva is always found in close proximity to, or among, ants.  Bark is probably eaten but it will not feed up on this in captivity.  Possibly some small fungus or lichen on the bark is sought after.  There is no association between the larvae and the ants; the latter even give the appearance of avoiding the larvae.

Kielland, 1990

Females lay their eggs on tree bark among lichens.  Larvae hide in cracks in the bark on tree trunks.
Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant:

Crematogaster (Acrocoelia) castanea Smith var. tricolor Gerst. (Formicidae) [Jackson, 1937: 209; Mount Elgon, 18 miles from Kitale].

Deloneura ochrascens ochrascens (Neave, 1904)

Poultonia ochrascens Neave, 1904.  Novitates Zoologicae 11: 336 (323-363).

Type locality: Uganda: “Usemi”

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – shores of Lake Victoria; Mt Elgon area (Larsen, 1991).
Deloneura ochrascens littoralis Talbot, 1935

Deloneura ochrascens littoralis Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 74 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

Type locality: Kenya: “Mombasa, district, Gallana, about 100-200 ft, north of Sabaki River, about 80 miles from Rabai”.

Distribution: Kenya (east), Tanzania, Malawi (south - Mlanje).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kigoma; Mpanda; Madibira; Oldeani (Kielland, 1990); Kilosa.
Deloneura sheppardi Stevenson, 1934

Deloneura sheppardi Stevenson, 1934.  Occasional Papers of the Rhodesia Museum 1 (3): 15 (10-17).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Umtali district, S. Rhodesia”.

Distribution: Zimbabwe (eastern border), Mozambique (western boundary).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Mutare (Sheppard; TL); Vumba Mountains (Barnes); Cross Kopje, Mutare (Pennington).

Common name: Sheppard’s buff.

Habitat: 

Habits: Similar to those of D. millari (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: March and April are the best months to find it.  Also recorded in January (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 245, plate 115 [as Deloneura sheppardi; Mutare, Zimbabwe].

"Larva:  No particulars covering the earlier instars (or the egg) are available.  In the final instar the head is mainly brown, with light-coloured setae.  Body blue, with partly long, hair-like setae arranged in clusters laterally and at the extremities, these clusters arising from rounded protruberances.  The setae are arranged in two main series, those of the upper series being dark, as far as the longer ones are concerned, and the others, including the shorter and finer setae in a lower position, light-coloured.  There is also a dorso-lateral series of short bristly, partly dark and partly light setae, arising from similar protruberances on this portion of the body.  Pupa:  10 mm (male) and 12.5 mm (female).  Stout in proportion to its length and of a rather brownish white colour with dark greyish markings, as in the illustration.  On parts of the surface there are concentrations of relatively short setae, while the old larval skin, with its very numerous setae, is only partially shed when pupation takes place, and encloses much of the abdominal portion of the pupa.  The pupal period was of 14 days' duration, in March.  Recorded from larvae and pupae from Umtali [now Mutare], Rhodesia [Zimbabwe], believed to have been furnished by Mr. Plowes."
Larval food: Nothing published.
Deloneura subfusca Hawker-Smith, 1933

Deloneura subfusca Hawker-Smith, 1933.  Stylops 2: 10 (1-12).
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Deloneura subfusca.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 37mm.  Salisbury, S. Rhodesia.  20.II.53.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3766).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Katanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south - Lualaba), Tanzania (south-west - Mpanda), Zambia, Malawi, Zimbabwe (Harare district).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Simbo near Katuma River in Mpanda District (1 200 metres) (Kielland, 1990: 177).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mundwiji Plain (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Harare (Parker); Highlands in Harare (Pringle, et al., 1994); Christon Bank, 25 km from Harare (Cottrell); Warren Hills (Paré).

Common name: Dusky buff.

Habitat: Woodland (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habits: A sedentary butterfly that seldom flies unless the trees in which it is resting are shaken (Heath et al., 2002).

Early stages:

Paré, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 138 [Warren Hills, near Harare].

"Paré stated that in April 1978 he found this species flying just west of Harare at Warren Hills.  He located a final instar larva, preparing to pupate, about one metre from the ground on the trunk of a Julbernardia globiflora (Benth.) Troupin.  It duly pupated and produced a fine male after only five days."
Larval food: Nothing published.
innesi van Son, 1949 (as sp. of Deloneura).  Occasional Papers of the National Museum of Southern Rhodesia 2: 259 (259-260).  Malawi: “Fort Jameson”.
Genus Batelusia Druce, 1910
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 367 (356-378).
Type-species: Batelusia zebra Druce, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing a single species.

Batelusia zebra Druce, 1910

Batelusia zebra Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 368 (356-378).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja River, 2000 ft.”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Tumerepedes Bethune-Baker, 1913
Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 11: 564 (562-575).
Type-species: Tumerepedes flava Bethune-Baker, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing a single species.

Tumerepedes flava Bethune-Baker, 1913

Tumerepedes flava Bethune-Baker, 1913.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 11: 565 (562-575).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Upper Niger [near Katsina (Larsen, 2005a)]”.

Distribution: Nigeria (north).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – near Katsina (TL); on the Kaduna River (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Nigerian buff.

Habitat: “Poor riverine forest on the Kaduna River” (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Only collected on a few occasions, most recently in the 1970’s (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Pseudoneaveia Stempffer, 1964
Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1265 (1226-1287).
Type-species: Pseudoneaveia jacksoni Stempffer, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing a single species.

Pseudoneaveia jacksoni Stempffer, 1964

Pseudoneaveia jacksoni Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1265 (1226-1287).

Type locality: Congo: “Moyen-Congo, Kellé”.

Distribution: Congo.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Neaveia Druce, 1910
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 364 (356-378).
Type-species: Neavei lamborni Druce, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing a single species.

Neaveia lamborni Druce, 1910

Neaveia lamborni Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 365 (356-378).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Oni, 70 m. east of Lagos”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Common name: Pierine blue.

Habitat: Forest, sometimes in quite open areas (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: The species is rather rare in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  At Aburi specimens were noted flying inside the dense crowns of low-growing trees.  The flight is not very fast (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens have been noted to settle on the trunks of trees that are infested with Crematogaster ants (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Neaveia lamborni lamborni Druce, 1910

Neaveia lamborni Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 365 (356-378).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Omi, 70 m. east of Lagos”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop) Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Mount Peko (Warren-Gash teste Larsen (2005a).

Ghana – Aburi Botanical Gardens (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oni Creek (TL); Agege, near Lagos (Larsen, 2005a).
Neaveia lamborni orientalis Jackson, 1962

Neaveia lamborni orientalis Jackson, 1962.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 158 (125-163).

Type locality: Uganda: “Masaka, Sango Bay, Katera”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele), Uganda (west), Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (rare) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Genus Epitolina Aurivillius, 1895
Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 205 (195-220, 255-268).
Type-species: Teriomima dispar Kirby, by monotypy.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing five species.

Generic review by Libert, 2000 (Lambillionea 100 (1) (Tome II): 95-115).

Epitolina dispar group
Epitolina dispar (Kirby, 1887)

Teriomima dispar Kirby, 1887.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 19: 367 (360-369).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”; Ghana: “Ashanti”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Katako-Kombe, Sankuru), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – near Conakry, Nimba (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Common epitolina.

Habitat: Forest, both primary and secondary (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A widespread and common butterfly, perhaps the commonest poritiine (Larsen, 2005a).  It does not appear to be tied to individual ant-trees.  Both sexes usually perch low down, on twigs, tendrils or straws of grass.  They are sedentary by nature and when disturbed fly about rapidly for a short while before re-alighting, often on the same perch (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens are often seen at extrafloral nectaries (Larsen, 2005a).  Farquharson (1922) observed that they drove ants away from extra-floral nectaries in the same manner as did individuals of Teratonera isabellae (see this species for details of this behaviour).  Farquharson (1922) also noted that they fed from the secretions of ant-attended coccids.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
mnestra Möschler, 1887 (as sp. of Liptena).  Abhandlungen hrsg. Von der Senckenbergischen Naturforschenden Gesellschaft 15: 63 (49-100).  Ghana: “Goldküste, Aburi”.
dubia Kirby, 1890 (as sp. of Teriomima).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 271 (261-274).  Cameroon: “Barombi”.
Epitolina melissa (Druce, 1888)

Teriomima melissa Druce, 1888.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 25: 109 (108-109).

Synonym of Epitolina dispar Kirby.  Ackery et al., 1995: 528.

Epitolina melissa (Druce, 1888).  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 79.

Type locality: Ghana: “Addah”.  Holotype in NHM, London.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba - Kafakumba, Kapanga), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest, especially Kere Hill (uncommon) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Powdered epitolina.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This is a fairly common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  The habits are similar to those of  E. dispar.  Several males are often found whirling around each other in sunny spots in the forest.  They usually fly close to the ground (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
cordelia Kirby, 1890 (as sp. of Teriomima).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 270 (261-274).  Gabon: “Ogowe”.  Given as a synonym of E. dispar by Ackery et al. (1995), but regarded to be a synonym of E. melissa by Larsen (2005a).
Epitolina collinsi Libert, 2000

Epitolina collinsi Libert, 2000.  Lambillionea 100 (1) (Tome II): 107 (95-115).

Type locality: Central African Republic: “Yakoli, R.C.A., 30 VIII 1996 (S. Collins).”  Holotype in ABRI, Nairobi.

Distribution: ?Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic.



Larsen (2005a) suspects that the two females from Sierra Leone, included in the original description of the species, are either mislabeled or misidentified.

Common name: Collins’ epitolina.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This is a scarce butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Epitolina catori group
Epitolina catori Bethune-Baker, 1904

Epitolina catori Bethune-Baker, 1904.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 14: 227 (222-233).

Type locality:  Sierra Leone: “Moyamba, Sierra Leone”.  Holotype in NHM, London.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Common name: Red-patch epitolina.

Habitat: Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Much scarcer than E. dispar and E. melissa, especially west of the Dahomey Gap.  The flight of the male is rapid and irregular, and they are difficult to follow as they flit in and out of the sunlight in the semi-shade of the forest undergrowth.  They usually fly a metre or two above the ground and spend long periods perched on dry twigs (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Epitolina catori catori Bethune-Baker, 1904

Epitolina catori Bethune-Baker, 1904.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 14: 227 (222-233).

Type locality:  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Epitolina catori ugandae Jackson, 1962

Epitolina catori ugandae Jackson, 1962.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 159 (125-163).

Type locality: Uganda: “Mpigi, Mpanga Forest”.

Distribution: Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (uncommon) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Note: Larsen (2005a) avers that ugandae may be a distinct species.
Epitolina larseni Libert, 2000

Epitolina larseni Libert, 2000.  Lambillionea 100 (1) (Tome II): 113 (95-115).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Mont Fébé (env. 1000 m), Yaoundé, Cameroun, I 1985 (M. Libert).”  Holotype in MNHN, Paris.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic.

Common name: Larsen’s epitolina.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Hypophytala Clench, 1965
In: Fox, et al., 1965.  Memoirs of the American Entomological Society No. 19: 316 (438 pp.).
Type-species: Epitola hyettoides Aurivillius, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing ten species.

Treated as a synonym of Phytala Westwood by Ackery et al., 1995: 530 but regarded as a good genus by Congdon & Collins, 1998 (Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 80 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea).
Hypophytala benitensis (Holland, 1890)

Epitola benitensis Holland, 1890.  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass. 5: 425 (423-431).

Phytala benitensis (Holland, 1890).  Ackery et al., 1995: 530.

Hypophytala benitensis (Holland, 1890).  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 80.
Type locality: Gabon: “River Ogove”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Tanzania.

Common name: Holland’s flash.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A rare species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypophytala benitensis benitensis (Holland, 1890)

Epitola benitensis Holland, 1890.  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass. 5: 425 (423-431).

Phytala benitensis (Holland, 1890).  Ackery et al., 1995: 530.

Hypophytala benitensis (Holland, 1890).  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 80.
Type locality: Gabon: “River Ogove”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic.
rezia Grose-Smith & Kirby, 1893 (as sp. of Epitola).  In Grose-Smith and Kirby, 1892-7.  Rhopalocera exotica, being illustrations of new, rare and unfigured species of butterflies 2: 86 (261 pp.). London.  Cameroon:  “Cameroons”.  Treated as a synonym of Hypophytala benitensis by Libert (1999: 200).
schultzei Aurivillius, 1923 (as sp. of Phytala).  In Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1196 (1113-1242).  Cameroon:  “Yakaduma”.  Treated as a synonym of Hypophytala benitensis by Libert (1999: 200).
Hypophytala benitensis minziro Libert & Collins, 1999

Hypophytala benitensis minziro Libert & Collins, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 202 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Minziro, Bukoba, 1200 m, Tanzanie”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (uncommon) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Hypophytala henleyi (Kirby, 1890)

Epitola henleyi Kirby, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 272 (261-274).

Phytala henleyi (Kirby, 1890).  Ackery et al., 1995: 530.

Hypophytala henleyi (Kirby, 1890).  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 80.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Barombi”.

Distribution: Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Democratic Republic of Congo – near Kinshasha (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Grose-Smith’s Flash.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits. Quite a rare species (Larsen, 2005a).  Males have been seen perching on twigs at 08:45 (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypophytala hyetta (Hewitson, 1873)

Phytala hyetta Hewitson, 1873.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 150 (149-151).

Hypophytala hyetta (Hewitson, 1873).  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 80.
Type locality: Angola: “Angola”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola, Uganda, Tanzania (Libert, 1999).

Misattributed to the West African fauna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypophytala hyetta hyetta (Hewitson, 1873)

Phytala hyetta Hewitson, 1873.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 150 (149-151).

Hypophytala hyetta (Hewitson, 1873).  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 80.
Type locality: Angola: “Angola”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola (Libert, 1999).
intermixta Aurivillius, 1898 (as sp. of Phytala).  Phytala intermixta Aurivillius, 1898.  EntomologiskTidskrift 18: 215 (213-222).  Gabon:  “Kuilu”.  Treated as a synonym of Hypophytala hyetta by Larsen (2005a).
Hypophytala hyetta latifascia Libert & Collins, 1999

Hypophytala hyetta latifascia Libert & Collins, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 194 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Central African Republic: “Maka, R.C.A.”.

Distribution: Central African Republic (Libert, 1999).
Hypophytala hyettina (Aurivillius, 1897)

Phytala hyettina Aurivillius, 1897.  EntomologiskTidskrift 18: 214 (213-222).

Hypophytala hyettina (Aurivillius, 1897).  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 80.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leona [Moyamba (Larsen, 2005a)]”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Banco (Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a); Yapo (Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a); Azigny (Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Western flash.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A scarce species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypophytala hyettoides (Aurivillius, 1895)

Epitola (Phytala ?) hyettoides Aurivillius, 1895.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 16: 206 (195-220, 255-268).

Phytala hyettoides (Aurivillius, 1895).  Ackery et al., 1995: 530.

Hypophytala hyettoides (Aurivillius, 1895).  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 80.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Kitta, Bonge”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Aburi Botanical Gardens (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Common flash.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A fairly common species, but localized to large, old ant-trees growing near open spaces that are used by the butterfly as patrol grounds (Larsen, 2005a).  At times it may be abundant in Aburi Botanical Gardens, Ghana.  In the early morning roosting males can be seen on the tendrils of creepers; later numbers patrol the lawns from 11:00 to 13:00.  Contests between up to four males simultaneously, occur at great speed.  When other males are absent they perch on the lawn, often with open wings.  A male was also noted defending a territory on the edge of a patch of forest on an overcast day, holding his wings flat when perched, presumably in order to maintain body temperature (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
aequatorialis Jackson, 1964 (as sp. of Phytala).  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 15: 62 (59-80).  Nigeria: “Lagos Dist., Oshodi”.  Synonymized with Hypophytala hyettoides by Libert (1999: 196).
Hypophytala nigrescens (Jackson, 1964)

Phytala nigrescens Jackson, 1964.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 15: 67 (59-80).

Hypophytala nigrescens (Jackson, 1964).  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 80.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Onitsha, Manu, Awka”.  Appears to be known only from the holotype (male).  The female is unknown (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Nigeria.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Awka, Mamu Forest, just east of the Niger at Onitsha (TL).

Common name: Black flash.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Because only a single specimen has ever been caught there are doubts about its true status (Larsen, 2005a).
Hypophytala obscura (Schultze, 1916)

Phytala obscura Schultze, 1916.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 81 (A.12.): 142 (136-142).

Hypophytala obscura (Schultze, 1916).  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 80.
Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Bei San Carlos (süd Fernando-Poo)”.

Distribution: Equatorial Guinea (Bioko) (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypophytala reducta (Aurivillius, 1923)

Phytala reducta Aurivillius, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1197 (1113-1242).

Hypophytala reducta (Aurivillius, 1923).  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 80.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Malén”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Libert, 1999).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypophytala ultramarina Libert & Collins, 1999

Hypophytala ultramarina Libert & Collins, 1999.  In: Libert, 1999.  Révision des Epitola (l.s.): 198 (219 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Afanesselé, Cameroun”.

Distribution: Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Eket (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a); Okomu (Larsen, 2005a); Ubiaja (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Ultramarine flash.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Uncommon in the west, more common in Cameroon (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypophytala vansomereni (Jackson, 1964)

Phytala vansomereni Jackson, 1964.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 15: 60 (59-80).

Hypophytala vansomereni (Jackson, 1964).  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 80.
Type locality: Uganda: “Masaka, Sango Bay, Katera”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-west) (Libert, 1999).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (uncommon) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Phytala Westwood, 1851
In: Doubleday & Westwood, 1846-52.  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 77 (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534  pp.). London.).
Type-species: Phytala elais Westwood, by monotypy.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing a single species.


Phytala elais Westwood, 1851

Phytala elais Westwood, 1851 in Doubleday & Westwood 1846-52.  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 77 [1851], 471 [1852] (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.

Type locality: Ghana: “Ashanti”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda.

Common name: Giant forest blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Generally scarce (Larsen, 2005a).  Often perches on dry palm fronds, which may have earned it its specific name (the same as the generic name for the oil palm) (Larsen, 2005a).  A single male has been noted patrolling 20 m of a forest path at high speeds (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a) states that there is a possibility that the two subspecies in West Africa represent two distinct species.
Phytala elais elais Westwood, 1851

Phytala elais Westwood, 1851 in Doubleday and Westwood 1846-52.  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: pl. 77 [1851], 471 [1852] (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.

Type locality: Ghana: “Ashanti”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast (east), Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kakum (Larsen, 2005a).
Phytala elais catori Bethune-Baker, 1903

Phytala elais catori Bethune-Baker, 1903.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 12: 328 (324-334).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast (west).
elaidina Strand, 1920 (as sp. of Phytala).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 19: 148 (146-152).  Sierra Leone: “Ohne Lokalitätsangbe”.
Phytala elais ugandae Jackson, 1964

Phytala elais ugandae Jackson, 1964.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 15: 60 (59-80).

Type locality: Uganda: “Bwamba Forest, Semliki Valley”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan (south), Uganda.
Genus Neoepitola Jackson, 1964
Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 15: 78 (59-80).
Type-species: Epitola barombiensis Kirby, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing a single species.

Neoepitola barombiensis (Kirby, 1890)

Epitola (?) barombiensis Kirby, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 274 (261-274).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Barombi”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Sankuru), Uganda (west).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Aethiopana Bethune-Baker, 1915
Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 16: 191 (186-203).
Type-species: Papilio honorius Fabricius, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing a single species.

Aethiopana honorius (Fabricius, 1793)

Papilio honorius Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 151 (488 pp.).

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Acraea blue.

Habitat: Forest, including forest showing a fair degree of degradation (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Usually encountered in one’s or two’s, perching on twigs.  On rare occasions it feeds at extrafloral nectaries on the tendrils of Marantaceae.  Males display along rides, flying back and forth at great speed, usually at around 11:00 (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Farquharson, 1921.



Larvae were found on Crematogaster-infested tree-bark.  The larvae were snuff-brown, very hairy, and moth-like.  They were broad anteriorly.

Eltringham, 1921b: 475.  (ex Farquharson, Shagamu, Nigeria)



“Larva.  (Plate XII, fig. 17).  Medium dark ground-colour with still darker markings forming a rather complicated pattern.  (Farquharson describes the general colour as brown.)  Each segment with four tubercles from which arise tufts of fine sharp spines, and also longer delicate branched hairs.  The whole cuticle is sparsely covered with fine short hairs.  Length 16 mm.  Pupa.  (Plate XII, fig. 16).  Of the shape and appearance shown in the figure.  A prominent and charactersitic dark marking on the thorax.  Dorsal and lateral tubercles from which arise irregularly curved spines.  Abdominal segments bear groups of chitinanths, each being surrounded by a dark ring on the cuticle.  Dense hairs on the terminal segments combine with those of the larval skin to form a cushion round the point of attachment, the pupa lying nearly parallel to its support.  Length 15 mm.”

Larval food: Nothing published.
Aethiopana honorius honorius (Fabricius, 1793)

Papilio honorius Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 151 (488 pp.).

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Tshopo, Tshuapa, Equateur, Kinshasa, Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda (west).
teresa Hewitson, 1869 (as sp. of Epitola).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 6: 86 (86).  Cameroon: “Cameroun”.
coarctata Hulstaert, 1924 (as ab. of Epitola honorius).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 118 (112-122, 173-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Stanleyville à Ponthierville”.
Aethiopana honorius divisa (Butler, 1901)

Epitola divisa Butler, 1901.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 7: 289 (288-291).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (west of the Niger River).

Note: The population in eastern Nigeria represents a cline between ssp. divisa and the nominate subspecies (Larsen, 2005a).
Genus Hewitsonia Kirby, 1871
In: Kirby, 1871, 1877.  A synonymic catalogue of diurnal lepidoptera: 426 (690 pp. (1871); Suppl. 691-883 (1877). London).
[Replacement name for Corydon Hewitson].

= Corydon Hewitson, 1869 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 1 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.  Type-species: Corydon boisduvalii Hewitson, by monotypy. [Invalid; junior homonym of Corydon Lesson, 1828.]

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 14 species.

Generic revision by Bouyer, 1998 (Lambillionea 97 (1) (Tome II): 82-98.

Hewitsonia amieti Bouyer, 1997

Hewitsonia amieti Bouyer, 1997.  Lambillionea 97 (1) (Tome II): 90 (82-98).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroun C., Ebogo, II-1995 et VIII/IX-1995 (coll. T. Bouyer).”  In MRAC, Tervuren.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hewitsonia bitjeana Bethune-Baker, 1915

Hewitsonia kirbyi var. bitjeana Bethune-Baker, 1915.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 16: 190 (186-203).

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Nigeria (south-east), Cameroon (south), Gabon?, Congo? (Bouyer, 1997).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Hewitsonia beryllina Schultze, 1916

Hewitsonia beryllina Schultze, 1916.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 81 (A.7.): 163 (159-167).

Synonym of H. bitjeana Bethune-Baker, 1915.  Bouyer, 1997.

Hewitsonia beryllina Schultze, 1916.  Larsen, 2005a: 162.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Gadjifu?”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon (west), Congo.

Common name: Green tiger blue.

Habitat: Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Seems to be a very scarce and local butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hewitsonia boisduvalii (Hewitson, 1869)

Corydon boisduvalii Hewitson, 1869 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 1 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic.

Common name: Large tiger blue.

Habitat: Primary forest and secondary forest with a closed canopy (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A localised and not normally numerous species, rarer west of the Dahomey Gap but commoner in Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).  It usually flies low down, settling occasionally on twigs and creepers (Larsen, 2005a).  High-speed display flights, with the blue of the wings flashing intermittently, were noted at 14:00 by Larsen (2005a); these were rarely more than two metres above the ground.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Hewitsonia boiduvalii boisduvalii (Hewitson, 1869)

Corydon boisduvalii Hewitson, 1869 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 1 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Guinea (Nimba Mountains), Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Hewitsonia boiduvalii borealis Schultze, 1916

Hewitsonia boisduvalii var. borealis Schultze, 1916 (as var. of Hewitsonia boisduvalii).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 81 (A.11.): 111 (110-112).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Urwald-Gebiete?; Mungo?”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south), Cameroon.

Note: The status of this taxon is uncertain as it appears to be surrounded by the nominate subspecies (for discussion see Larsen, 2005a).
nigeriensis Jackson, 1962 (as subsp. of Hewitsonia boiduvalii).  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 160 (125-163).  Nigeria: “Lagos District, Oshodi”.  [Given in Ackery, et al., 1995: 532 as a subspecies of Hewitsonia boisduvalii (as nigrescens) but regarded as a synonym of H. b. borealis by Bouyer, 1997. (Lambillionea 97 (1) (Tome II): 84 (82-98)).]
Hewitsonia congoensis Joicey & Talbot, 1921

Hewitsonia boisduvalii congoensis Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 87 (40-166).

Hewitsonia congoensis Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bouyer, 1997: 84.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Itoa River, Ituri Forest”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Ituri, North Kivu, Tshopo, Tshuapa, Equateur, Mai-Ndombe, Kwango, Sankuru, Maniema, Lualaba).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
virilis Aurivillius, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923 (as ab. of Hewitsonia boisduvalii).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1209 (1113-1242).  Cameroon: “Süd-Kamerun: Unterer Sangha”.
albifascia Hulstaert, 1924 (as ab. of Hewitsoniia boisduvalii).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 118 (112-122, 173-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kunzulu”.
Hewitsonia danane Stempffer, 1969

Hewitsonia danane Stempffer, 1969.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 31: 942 (927-950).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Danané au Nimba”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast (west), Nigeria (south), Cameroon (central and west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Danane (TL).

Nigeria – Calabar, Swan (D’Abrera; as H. dennisangwina). 

Common name: Stempffer’s tiger blue.

Habitat: 

Habits: Generally scarce but commoner in Cameroon (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Blue-green algae (Cyanophyta) [Bouyer, 1997].

Associated ant:

Oecophylla longinoda (Formicidae) [Bouyer, 1997].
dennisangwina d'Abrera, 1980 (as a sp. of Hewitsonia).  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region 468 (593 pp.). Melbourne.  Nigeria: “Calabar, Swan”.  [Given as a good species in Ackery, et al., 1995: 532 but regarded as a synonym of H. danane by Bouyer, 1997 (Lambillionea 97 (1) (Tome II): 92 (82-98)).]
Hewitsonia inexpectata Bouyer, 1997

Hewitsonia inexpectata Bouyer, 1997.  Lambillionea 97 (1) (Tome II): 89 (82-98).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Zaïre, Sankuru Katako-Kombe, 14-III-1953 (Dr M. Fontaine).”  In MRAC, Tervuren.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (uncommon) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Common name: Unexpected tiger blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habit: An uncommon species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Hewitsonia intermedia Jackson, 1962

Hewitsonia intermedia Jackson, 1962.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 161 (125-163).

Synonym of Hewitsonia gomensis Dufrane.  Ackery et al., 1995: 532.

Hewitsonia intermedia Jackson, 1962.  Bouyer, 1997.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Ituri district, N.W. Beni”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (very common) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Males defend territories in sunny clearings in the forest, using low vegetation as perches (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  Females oviposit on small lichens on the bark of tree trunks, often close to the ground (Van Someren, 1974).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 209. (Budongo Forest, Uganda)



Larva.  Resembles the larvae of certain lymantriids, and both can usually be found on the same tree, so that it requires quite a close examination to distinguish the two.  It is whitish and light brown with a complicated diamond-chain design on the dorsum.  Broader anteriorly, but tapering only slightly from here.  The dorsum is smooth but the sides and extremities are fringed with long fine hair, spread horizontally on all sides and interspersed at each segment with thicker shorter filaments of a light brown silky appearance.  Head large, black and unprotected.  Length at least 30 mm.  Pupa.  Flat on the bark, and unprotected except for its procryptic colouring, placed usually behind creepers or beneath an overhanging log.  It is attached by the posterior extremity with the hairy larval skin arranged in a neat flat rosette around it.  The abdominal segments are broad and shield-shaped, slightly ridged dorsally and spiny, especially along the lateral edges, thence with deeply incised shoulders and a broad and domed thorax.  The head-case is protected by a broad shovel-shaped collar above, the actual appendages being carried ventrally and completely hidden.  Wing-cases also ventral or nearly so, and smooth.  The colouring is lichen-like in greys and greens with black speckling.  Length 17 mm, breadth 9 mm.

Larval food:

Lichen on the trunks of trees, preferring apparently the smaller types, since it is usually found on clean smooth bark where its coloration is very effective [Jackson, 1937: 209].
intermedia Joicey and Talbot, 1921 (as f. of Hewitsonia kirbyi).  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 86 (40-166).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Ituri district, N.W. Beni”.
Hewitsonia kirbyi Dewitz, 1879

Hewitsonia kirbyi Dewitz, 1879.  Nova Acta Academiae Caesarea Leopoldino-Carolinae Germanicum Naturae Curiosorum 4 (2): 207 (173-212).
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Hewitsonia kirbyi kirbyi.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: ?mm.  Sakeji, Ikelenge, Zambia.  12.V.83.  D. Heath  (From a photograph of a specimen donated to the Natural History Museum, London).
Type locality: Angola: “10 S.B.; 17-22 O.L. von Greenw.”

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia.

Common name: Kirby’s tiger blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Very scarce in Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Aurivillius, 1895.  (Ent. Tidskr. 16: 207, pl. ii, figs. 1, 1a, 1b).  [larva and pupa]
Larval food:

Lichen on the bark of trees [Poulton, in Farquharson, 1922: 338].
Hewitsonia kirbyi kirbyi Dewitz, 1879

Hewitsonia kirbyi Dewitz, 1879.  Nova Acta Academiae Caesarea Leopoldino-Carolinae Germanicum Naturae Curiosorum 4 (2): 207 (173-212).
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Hewitsonia kirbyi kirbyi.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: ?mm.  Sakeji, Ikelenge, Zambia.  12.V.83.  D. Heath  (From a photograph of a specimen donated to the Natural History Museum, London).
Type locality: Angola: “10 S.B.; 17-22 O.L. von Greenw.”

Distribution: Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (east of Lualaba), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Cross River loop (Larsen, 2005a); near Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Abak (R. St. Leger teste Larsen (2005a); Calabar (Natural History Museum teste Larsen (2005a).

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).
Hewitsonia kirbyi preussi Staudinger, 1891

Hewitsonia preussi Staudinger, 1891.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 4: 139 (61-157).

Synonym of Hewitsonia kirbyi Dewitz, 1879.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Hewitsonia kirbyi preussi Staudinger, 1891.  Bouyer, 1997.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Küste, Innern, Barombi-Station”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east).
gomensis Dufrane, 1953 (as sp. of Hewitsonia).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 89: 52 (41-57).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lomela, Gombe”. [Given as a good species in Ackery, et al, 1995, but regarded as a synonym of H. kirbyi preussi by Bouyer, 1997.].
sankuru Berger, 1981 (as ssp. of Hewitsonia kirbyi).  Les Papillons du Zaire 263 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Katakokombe”.  [Given in Ackery, et al., 1995 as a subspecies of Hewitsonia kirbyi but regarded as a synonym of Hewitsonia kirbyi preussi by Bouyer, 1997.].
Hewitsonia magdalenae Stempffer, 1951

Hewitsonia magdalenae Stempffer, 1951.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 56: 67 (66-71).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Eala”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Equateur).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hewitsonia occidentalis Bouyer, 1997

Hewitsonia occidentalis Bouyer, 1997.  Lambillionea 97 (1) (Tome II): 87 (82-98).

Type locality: Ghana: “Kpandu, 1-III-1950 (coll. Sempffer [sic].”  IN M.H.N.H, Paris.

Distribution: Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Mamou (Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Issia (Larsen, 2005a); Mount Peko (Larsen, 2005a); Mount Sangbe (Larsen, 2005a); Banco (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kpandu (TL); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a); Aburi (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Isheri (Larsen, 2005a); Agege (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Western tiger blue.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A fairly scarce butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Hewitsonia prouvosti Bouyer, 1997

Hewitsonia prouvosti Bouyer, 1997.  Lambillionea 97 (1) (Tome II): 88 (82-98).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroun C., Ebogo, I-1996 (coll. T. Bouyer).”  In MRAC, Tervuren.

Distribution: Cameroon (central).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hewitsonia similis (Aurivillius, 1891)

Allotinus similis Aurivillius, 1891.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 12: 218 (193-228).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gabun”.

Distribution: Gabon, Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages:

Eltringham, 1921b: 478.  (ex Lamborn, Nigeria)



“Pupa  (Plate XII, fig. 2).  Ground-colour very pale with some very small black markings on wing-cases and black-and-white dots on the remainder of the cuticle.  A darker ‘arrow head’ pattern on the dorsal thoracic region.  The black-and-white dots are really chitinanths of simple structure, flat and of reniform outline.  From various points of the cuticle arise long needle-like spines, some of which are black and some white.  The lateral portions of the abdominal segments are flattened and expanded, and the last four segments are separated from the rest by a constriction.  The general appearance reminds one of some large species of coccid.  It is attached terminally to a piece of bark and lies flat upon it.  Remains of the larval skin show it to have been clothed with lone fine branched hairs.  Length 17 mm.”

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hewitsonia ugandae Jackson, 1962

Hewitsonia similis ugandae Jackson, 1962.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 160 (125-163).

Hewitsonia ugandae Jackson, 1962.  Bouyer, 1997: 86.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Ituri, Beni, 4000 ft.”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Tshopo, Tshuapa), Uganda (west).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hewitsonia ugandae ugandae Jackson, 1962

Hewitsonia similis ugandae Jackson, 1962.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 12: 160 (125-163).

Hewitsonia ugandae Jackson, 1962.  Bouyer, 1997: 86.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Ituri, Beni, 4000 ft.”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Tshopo, Tshuapa), Uganda (west).
Hewitsonia ugandae jolyana Bouyer, 1997

Hewitsonia ugandae jolyana Bouyer, 1997.  Lambillionea 97 (1) (Tome II): 86 (82-98).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroun C. Ebogo, VIII/IX-1995 (coll. T. Bouyer).”  In MRAC, Tervuren.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon.
Genus Powellana Bethune-Baker, 1908
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1908: 114 (110-126).
Type-species: Powellana cottoni Bethune-Baker, by original designation.

=Satyrimima Holland, 1913.  Entomological News 24: 302 (301-302).  Type-species: Satyrimima weberi Holland, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing a single species.

Powellana cottoni Bethune-Baker, 1908

Powellana cottoni Bethune-Baker, 1908.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1908: 114 (110-126).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Equateur, Sankuru), Uganda (west - Bwamba Valley).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
weberi Holland, 1913 (as sp. of Satyrimima).  Entomological News 24: 302 (301-302).  Cameroon: “Lolodorf”.
virginea Birket-Smith, 1960 (as sp. of Powellana).  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 22: 970 (521-554, 924-983, 1259-1284).  Cameroon: “Near the River Nyong just south of the Station of Makak”.
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