FAMILY  LYCAENIDAE
SUBFAMILY  THECLINAE

Swainson, 1830
TRIBE  THECLINI

Swainson, 1830
SUBTRIBE  DEUDORICINA

Doherty, 1887
Genus Pilodeudorix Druce, 1891
Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 7: 366 (364-367).
Type-species: Pilodeudorix barbatus Druce, by original designation.

= Actis Karsch, 1895.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 315 (289-322).
Type-species: Actis mimeta Karsch, by subsequent designation (Hemming, 1960.   Annotationes lepidopterologicae (Part 1): 8 (7-11).).  Synonymized by Libert, 2004.

= Kopelates Druce, 1891.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 7: 364 (364-367).
Type-species: Kopelates virgata Druce, by original designation.  Synonymized by Libert, 2004.

= Hypokopelates Druce, 1891.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 7: 364 (364-367).
Type-species: Hypolycaena mera Hewitson, by original designation.  Synonymized by Libert, 2004.

= Diopetes Karsch, 1895.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 317 (289-322).
Type-species: Deudorix deritas Hewitson, by original designation.  Synonymized by Libert, 2004.

An Afrotropical genus of 48 species.

Pilodeudorix mimeta (Karsch, 1895)

Actis mimeta Karsch, 1895.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 315 (289-322).

Pilodeudorix mimeta (Karsch, 1895).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
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Pilodeudorix mimeta mimeta.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Female.  Zambezi rapids, Copper Belt, Zambia.  91.12.24.  H.G. Butler.  (Henning collection - H391).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Centralafrika, im Urwalde (6 s. Br., 20-26 ö. L. v. Gr.)”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Green-and-orange playboy.

Habitat: Primary forest.  Subspecies oreas is in submontane forest (1 500 to 2 000 m) (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: An uncommon butterfly that is sometimes locally numerous.  The flight is weak and low down (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix mimeta mimeta (Karsch, 1895)

Actis mimeta Karsch, 1895.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 315 (289-322).

Pilodeudorix mimeta (Karsch, 1895).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
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Pilodeudorix mimeta mimeta.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Female.  Zambezi rapids, Copper Belt, Zambia.  91.12.24.  H.G. Butler.  (Henning collection - H391).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Centralafrika, im Urwalde (6 s. Br., 20-26 ö. L. v. Gr.)”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – A single female recorded from Zambezi Rapids, Mwinilunga district (Heath, et al., 2002) (illustrated, above).
perigrapha Karsch, 1895 (as sp. of Hypomyrina).  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 313 (289-322).  [Ackery, et al. (1995) note that, of the two Karsch names available for this species, Hemming (1960), as first reviser, selected Actis mimeta.  According to them Berger (1981) and Collins & Larsen (1991) were therefore in error in applying the name Actis perigrapha.].

unda Gaede, 1915 (as sp. of Deudorix).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 9: 72 (38-40, 71-74).  Cameroon: “Dengdeng, Neu-Kamerun”.
Pilodeudorix mimeta oreas Libert, 2004

Ref. ?

Type locality: 

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Mambilla Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Pilodeudorix mimeta angusta Libert, 2004

Ref. ?

Type locality: 

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (extreme north-east), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Pilodeudorix baginei (Collins & Larsen, 1991)

Deudorix (Actis) perigrapha baginei Collins & Larsen, 1991 in Larsen, 1991.  The butterflies of Kenya and their natural history: 205, 439 (490 pp.). Oxford.

Pilodeudorix baginei (Collins & Larsen, 1991).  Libert, 2004 stat. rev., comb. nov.

Type locality: Kenya: “Kakamega”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kakamega Forest ( a single female taken by Jackson in December, 1936) (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (common); Bulembe, Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Pilodeudorix ula (Karsch, 1895)

Actis ula Karsch, 1895.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 316 (289-322).

Pilodeudorix ula (Karsch, 1895).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mukenge”.

Distribution: Nigeria (west and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west).


Misattributed to the Ivory Coast fauna by Carcasson (1981) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – near Benin City (Larsen, 1991: 205); Omo Forest (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Cobalt playboy.

Habitat: Primary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rare species, but less so in Cameroon and Congo (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
nigrostriata Aurivillius, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923 (as ab. of Deudorix ula).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1215 (1113-1242).  Cameroon: “Süd-Kamerun: Yukaduma und Yukaduma-Urwald; Assobam-Urwald; N’gola”.
Pilodeudorix virgata (Druce, 1891)

Kopelates virgata Druce, 1891.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 7: 365 (364-367).

Pilodeudorix virgata (Druce, 1891).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south, east and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (northern half), Uganda.


Misattributed, in all probability, to the Togo butterfly fauna (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Sapoba (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Small green-streaked playboy.

Habitat: Forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A generally uncommon species, usually found perched singly on a green leaf (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
gracilis Staudinger, 1891 (as sp. of Hypolycaena).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 4: 152 (61-157).  Sierra Leone.
Pilodeudorix anetia (Hulstaert, 1924)

Deudorix anetia Hulstaert, 1924.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 120 (112-122, 173-194).

Pilodeudorix anetia (Hulstaert, 1924).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
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Pilodeudorix anetia.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Dola Hill, Ndola, Zambia.  15:VI:75.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Coquilhatville; Uele” [correctly Mbandakai; see Berger, 1981].

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (the type locality only), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Ikom (Libert, 2004; single male).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (common); Kikuru Forest; Munene Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Zambia – Ndola (single male) (Heath) (Heath, et al., 2002) (specimen illustrated, above).

Common name: Hulstaert’s fairy playboy.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: A relatively common species, when compared to its close relative P. catori (Larsen, 2005a).  Flies on forest margins and in the forest canopy (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix hamidou Libert, 2004

Ref.?

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Cameroon (west and south).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Banco Forest, near Abidjan (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a; single male).

Habitat: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix angelita (Suffert, 1904)

Deudorix angelita Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 54 (12-107).

Pilodeudorix angelita (Suffert, 1904).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Yaunde [Yaounde], Süd-Camerun”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.


Misattrubuted to the fauna of Ivory Coast and Ghana by Carcasson (1981) (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Angelita’s playboy.

Habitat: Primary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Rare in the west (subspecies schultzei) but commoner further east (nominate subspecies) (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix angelita angelita (Suffert, 1904)

Deudorix angelita Suffert, 1904.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 17: 54 (12-107).

Pilodeudorix angelita (Suffert, 1904).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Yaunde, Süd-Camerun”.

Distribution: Cameroon (except west of mountains), Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (west and east).
makala Bethune-Baker, 1908 (as sp. of Deudoryx [sic]).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1908: 111 (110-126).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala, Congo Free State”.  Regarded to be a synonym of the nominate subspecies by Larsen (2005a: 220).

Pilodeudorix angelita schultzei (Aurivillius, 1907)

Deudorix schultzei Aurivillius, 1907.  Archiv för Zoologi 3 (19): 2 (7 pp.).

Pilodeudorix angelita schultzei (Aurivillius. 1907).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Kamerun: Manyeme”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon (west of the mountains).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Note: Larsen (2005a: 220) has reservations in regard to the validity of this subspecies.
Pilodeudorix aruma (Hewitson, 1873)

Hypolycaena aruma Hewitson, 1873.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 124 (122-125).

Pilodeudorix aruma (Hewitson, 1873).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Gabon: “West Africa (Gaboon)”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Small red playboy.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: Subspecies nigeriana, from eastern Nigeria, is rare, whereas the nominate, in the Cross River loop is much commoner (Larsen, 2005a).  Males defend territories in sunny spots from perches a metre or two above the ground (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix aruma aruma (Hewitson, 1873)

Hypolycaena aruma Hewitson, 1873.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 124 (122-125).

Pilodeudorix aruma (Hewitson, 1873).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Gabon: “West Africa (Gaboon)”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).
rava Holland, 1892 (as sp. of Hypolycaena).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 10: 286 (284-294).  Gabon: “Kangwe, Ogové River, W. Africa”.
Pilodeudorix aruma simplex (Schultze, 1917)

Deudorix aruma var. simplex Schultze, 1917.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 82 (A.3.): 39 (34-39).

Pilodeudorix aruma reducta Libert, 2004.  Unecessary replacement name (Larsen, 2005a).

Pilodeudorix aruma simplex (Schultze, 1917).  Larsen, 2005a.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kimuenza (Stanley Pool)”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.
Pilodeudorix aruma nigeriana Libert, 2004

Ref. ?

Type locality: 

Distribution: Nigeria (east).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Mamu Forest (Jackson teste Larsen, 2005a).

Note: According to Larsen (2005a) one of the females from Mamu (ssp. nigeriana) is included with the nominate subspecies by Libert (2004).
Pilodeudorix aruma pallidior Libert, 2004

Ref. ?

Type locality: 

Distribution: Central African Republic, Uganda (west).

Note: Libert (2004) records both ssp. aruma and ssp. pallidior from Bangui, Central African Republic (Larsen, 2005a).

Pilodeudorix azurea (Stempffer, 1964)

Deudorix (Hypokopelates) azurea Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1280 (1226-1287).

Pilodeudorix azurea (Stempffer, 1964).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Uganda: “S W Uganda, Kigezi, Kayonza Forest”.

Distribution: Uganda (south-west), Congo (a single specimen from Etoumbi).

Habitat: Primary forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix bemba (Neave, 1910)

Deudorix bemba Neave, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 44 (2-86).

Pilodeudorix bemba (Neave, 1910).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Zambia: “Luwingu, north of Lake Bangweolo”.  Described from a single female (the holotype).

Diagnosis: Male upperside deep blue, narrowly black at forewing apex (Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003).

Distribution: Zambia, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba) [no confirmed records according to Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003], Tanzania (south-west) [no confirmed records according to Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003].

Specific localities:

Zambia – Luwingu, north of Lake Bangweolo (TL); Shiwa Ng’andu (Heath, 1974); Chililabombwe (Heath, 1974); Ndola (Heath, 1974); Mutinondo Wilderness Area, Mpika (Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Berger (1981) suggested that this taxon is based on a misidentification of a female of Deudorix kafuensis Neave, 1910.  Re-iterated by Heath, et al. (2002: 102) but not formally synonymized by them.
Pilodeudorix canescens (Joicey & Talbot, 1921)

Hypokopelates canescens Joicey and Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 90 (40-166).

Pilodeudorix canescens (Joicey & Talbot, 1921).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Albertville, Tanganyika”.  Holotype in the Natural History Museum, London (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kinshasa, Lulua, Sankuru), Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-west).


Misattributed to the Nigerian fauna by Cornes (1969) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (not uncommon); Kikuru Forest (rare) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen, vide Congdon & Collins (1998: 99) avers that canescens is probably a junior synonym of D. moyambina.
fusca Aurivillius, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923 (as sp. of Deudorix).   Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1216 (1113-1242).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Belg. Kongo: Kimuenza”.
Pilodeudorix catori (Bethune-Baker, 1903)

Deudorix catori Bethune-Baker, 1903.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 12: 331 (324-334).

Pilodeudorix catori (Bethune-Baker, 1903).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Senegal (Basse Casamance), Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), ?Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Dubreka (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – near Cape Coast (Larsen, 2005a); Kyabobo National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Uwet (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Cator’s fairy playboy.

Habitat: Dry forest and forest mosaics (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
anetta Talbot, 1935 (as ssp. of Deudorix anetia).  Deudorix anetia anetta Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 76 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).  Nigeria: “Lagos: Olokemeji, 90 miles north of Lagos, 277 ft.”.  Synonymized with P. catori by Libert (2004) and Larsen (2005a).
Pilodeudorix elealodes (Bethune-Baker, 1908)

Deudoryx [sic] elealodes Bethune-Baker, 1908.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1908: 112 (110-126).

Pilodeudorix elealodes (Bethune-Baker, 1908).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Tshopo).

Habitat: Primary forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
lineosa Joicey and Talbot, 1921 (as f. of Hypokopelates ituri).  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 89 (40-166).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lindi River, Lubila Valley, twenty miles north of Batama”.
mariana Hulstaert, 1924 (as sp. of Deudorix).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 120 (112-122, 173-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Stanleyville”.
Pilodeudorix infuscata (Stempffer, 1964)

Deudorix (Hypokopelates) infuscata Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1275 (1226-1287).

Pilodeudorix infuscata (Stempffer, 1964).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Congo: “Moyen-Congo ex-français, Etoumbi”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south), Congo, Uganda (west - Bwamba), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (uncommon) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Primary forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix kafuensis (Neave, 1910)

Deudorix kafuensis Neave, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 44 (2-86).

Pilodeudorix kafuensis (Neave, 1910).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
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Pilodeudorix kafuensis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Zambezi Bridge, Zambia.  24 March, 1981.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Pilodeudorix kafuensis.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Mudwiji Plains, Zambia.  22 March, 1981.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Zambia: “Ndola district, upper Kafue, N.W. Rhodesia; Kasama district, Chambezi valley, N.E. Rhodesia”.

Distribution: Zambia (north of Lusaka), Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba, Shaba), Malawi, Tanzania (south-west).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; 28 km north-west of Lusaka; Ndola; Chingola; Chililabombwe; Mufulira; Lake Bangweulu; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: Primary forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
feminina Hulstaert, 1924 (as sp. of Deudorix).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 121 (112-122, 173-194).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Elisabethville”.
Pilodeudorix kallipygos (Birket-Smith, 1960)

Hypokopelates kallipygos Birket-Smith, 1960.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 22: 974 (521-554, 924-983, 1259-1284).

Pilodeudorix kallipygos (Birket-Smith, 1960).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Small clearing in dense undergrowth at the river Nyong just south of the station at Makak (Loc. 146), French Cameroons”.

Distribution: Cameroon.  Known only from the holotype.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix leonina (Bethune-Baker, 1904)

Deudorix leonina Bethune-Baker, 1904.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 14: 231 (222-233).

Pilodeudorix leonina (Bethune-Baker, 1904).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “in the near hinterland of Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Ituri, Sankuru), Uganda.

Common name: Dark round-spot.

Habitat: Primary forest, and, to a lesser extent, secondary forest with a closed canopy (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Not a very common species and usually found as singles in and around forests (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix leonina leonina (Bethune-Baker, 1904)

Deudorix leonina Bethune-Baker, 1904.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 14: 231 (222-233).

Pilodeudorix leonina (Bethune-Baker, 1904).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “in the near hinterland of Sierra Leone”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana.
Pilodeudorix leonina dimitris (d’Abrera, 1980)

Hypokopelates dimitris d'Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region: 520 (593 pp.). Melbourne.

Pilodeudorix leonina dimitris (D’Abrera, 1980).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Ikom, Nigera [sic]”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon (west).
Pilodeudorix leonina indentata Libert, 2004?

Ref.?

Type locality: ?

Distribution: Cameroon (south-east), Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west).
Pilodeudorix mera (Hewitson, 1873)

Hypolycaena mera Hewitson, 1873.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 124 (122-125).

Pilodeudorix mera (Hewitson, 1873).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
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Pilodeudorix mera mera.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Zambezi rapids, Ikelenge, Zambia.  28 December, 1983.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Pilodeudorix mera mera.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Lisombo, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  30/iv/2001.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Angola: “West Africa (Angola)”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Rwanda, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Streaked fairy playboy.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: Very scarce in West Africa; commoner in the eastern parts of its distributional range (Larsen, 2005a).  Males treetop, perching in the forest canopy (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix mera mera (Hewitson, 1873

Hypolycaena mera Hewitson, 1873.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 10: 124 (122-125).

Pilodeudorix mera (Hewitson, 1873).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
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Pilodeudorix mera mera.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Zambezi rapids, Ikelenge, Zambia.  28 December, 1983.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Pilodeudorix mera mera.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Lisombo, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  30/iv/2001.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Angola: “West Africa (Angola)”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Nigeria (east and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola (north), Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Tshopo, Equateur, Kinshasa, Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda (west), Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Mount Peko (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – near Butatong, Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath and Fisher) (Heath, et al., 2002); Zambezi Rapids; Lisombo (specimens illustrated above).

Pilodeudorix mera kinumbensis (Dufrane, 1945)

Deudorix (Hypokopelates) mera f. kinumbensis).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 81: 120 (90-143).

Pilodeudorix mera kinumbensis (Dufrane, 1945).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kinumbe”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda, Rwanda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest; Munene Forest (single female) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Pilodeudorix nyanzana (Stempffer, 1957)

Deudorix (Hypokopelates) nyanzana Stempffer, 1957.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 19: 214 (209-227).

Pilodeudorix nyanzana (Stempffer, 1957).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe, Ouganda”.

Distribution: Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: Individuals fly in sunny spots along the edges of the forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix otraeda (Hewitson, 1863)

Myrina otraeda Hewitson, 1863 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 29 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Pilodeudorix otraeda (Hewitson, 1863).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Original round-spot.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: Usually single specimens are found perched on a green leaf at the edges of forest or along forest paths (Larsen, 2005a).  Males have been seen ‘treetopping’ in Ghana, in the crown of a tree about 5 m high (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix otraeda otraeda (Hewitson, 1863)

Myrina otraeda Hewitson, 1863 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 29 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Pilodeudorix otraeda (Hewitson, 1863).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Pilodeudorix otraeda genuba (Hewitson, 1875)

Myrina genuba Hewitson, 1875.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 11: 206? (226-227).

Pilodeudorix otraeda genuba (Hewitson, 1875).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
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Pilodeudorix otraeda genuba.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Isombo, Ikelenge, Zambia.  9.V.83.  D. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Pilodeudorix otraeda genuba.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Female.  Isombo, Ikelenge, Zambia.  9.V.83.  D. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons, West Africa”.

Distribution: Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west), Tanzania (west), Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Lisombo River; Ikelenge (Heath and Mitchell) (Heath, et al., 2002).

Note: Larsen (2005a) avers that genuba may be a species distinct from otraeda.
sevastopulo D’Abrera, 1980 (as sp. of Hypokopelates).  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region: 520 (593 pp.).  Melbourne.  Nigeria: “Ikom, Nigera [sic]”.  Considered to be a junior synonym of P. otraeda genuba by Larsen, 2005a: 221.
Pilodeudorix tenuivittata (Stempffer, 1951)

Deudorix (Hypokopelates) tenuivittata Stempffer, 1951.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 56: 119 (119-128).

Pilodeudorix tenuivittata (Stempffer, 1951).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Epulu 3500 pieds; Ituri district Irumu, Congo belge”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east - Ituri Forest).

Habitat: Primary forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix ankoleensis (Stempffer, 1953)

Deudorix (Pilodeudorix) ankoleensis Stempffer, 1953.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) (Sciences zoologique) 27: 21 (7-48).

Pilodeudorix ankoleensis (Stempffer, 1953).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Uganda: “Kalizu Forest, W. Ankole”.

Distribution: Uganda (west).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
ugandae Stempffer, 1946 (as ssp. of Pilodeudorix camerona).  Revue Française d’Entomologie 13: 9 (8-19).  Uganda: “Ankole, Kalinzu Forest 4.700 à 5.000 pieds”.  [Invalid; junior secondary homonym of Hypokopelates eleala ugandae (Talbot, 1935) [Lycaenidae].]
Pilodeudorix caerulea (Druce, 1890)

Deudorix caerulea Druce, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 5: 28 (24-31).

Pilodeudorix caerulea (Druce, 1890).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Lagos”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), equatorial Africa, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north).

Common name: Blue-heart playboy.

Habitat: Savanna (Larsen, 2005a).  In West Africa it is found in dry forest and dense Guinea savanna.  It also colonizes clear-felled areas in the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A playboy that is not particularly common (Larsen, 2005a).  Most often found while feeding from flowers, especially those of Tridax and Eupatorium odorata (Larsen, 2005a).  Males occasionally mud-puddle during dry spells (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
hollandi Ehrmann, 1894 (as sp. of Argiolaus).  Journal of the New York Entomological Society 2: 77 (77-78).  Liberia: “Grand Sess”.
Pilodeudorix obscurata (Trimen, 1891)

Deudorix obscurata Trimen, 1891.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1891: 84 (59-107).

Synonym of Deudorix caerulea Druce.  Ackery et al., 1995: 611.

Deudorix caerulea obscurata Trimen, 1891.  Pringle et al., 1994: 165.

Pilodeudorix obscurata (Trimen, 1891).  Libert, 2004 stat. rev., comb. nov.
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Pilodeudorix obscurata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Lundi, S. Rhodesia.  28.4.1962.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3804).
Type locality: Namibia: “Omrora”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Kenya (east of the Rift Valley), Tanzania, Zambia (Lusaka, northwards), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Namibia.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Moshi (Cordeiro, 1995).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Choma; Lusaka; Chalimbana; Miengwe; Ndola; Mufulira; Mbala; Makutu Mountains; Mafinga Mountains; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Dondo; Xiluvo; Amatongas; Garuso (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Rutenga; Bikita; Hot Springs; Mutare; Vumba; Butler North; Trelawney; the Umwukwes; Nyanga; Bromley; Chimaninmani Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Obscure blue-heart playboy.

Habitat: Savanna.

Habits: Males hilltop and both sexes come to flowers.  The flight of the male is very fast but females fly more slowly (Larsen, 1991).  When hilltopping males select perches on leaves quite low down (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: August-September and November to May; it is commoner during the second period (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Pilodeudorix camerona (Plötz, 1880)

Sithon camerona Plötz, 1880.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 201 (189-206).

Pilodeudorix camerona (Plötz, 1880).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Camerons-Gebirge in ungefäher Höhe von 4000 Fuss”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia.

Common name: Tufted green-streaked playboy.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: A rather scarce species, usually met with in ones or twos, perched on green leaves.  Up to a dozen specimens were seen feeding from the flowers of Eupatorium on the edge of forest in Bia National Park, Ghana (Larsen, 2005a).  Males select perches low down, from which they defend a territory (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1947: 45 (Malabigambo Forest, Uganda)


“Larva found among ants under bark, looking for a place to pupate.  Egg.  Unknown.  Larva.  Onisciform and very broad, with segmental divisions sharply defined, and skin much roughened.  Collar rounded and projecting; anal segments flattened, carrying a gland and two minute tubercles.  The tubercles are tiny white globular organs, with apparently no terminal infloresence; they are extruded in the presence of ants, either together or separately.  Colour of larva dark sepia.  Length 15 mm, width 6 mm.  Pupa.  Brown, much contracted at extremities, otherwise of regular shape without ornamentation.
Larval food:

Pterocarpus esculenta Schum. & Thonn. (Fabaceae) [Farquharson, 1921; on flowers (Nigeria)].

Associated ants:

Oecophylla species [Farquharson, 1921 (Nigeria)].
Pilodeudorix camerona camerona (Plötz, 1880)

Sithon camerona Plötz, 1880.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 201 (189-206).

Pilodeudorix camerona (Plötz, 1880).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Camerons-Gebirge in ungefäher Höhe von 4000 Fuss”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (west).

Specific localities:

Ghana Bia N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Guinea – Mamou (Larsen, 2005a); Labe (Larsen, 2005a).
nobilis Staudinger, 1891 (as sp. of Hypolycaena).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 4: 149 (61-157).  Cameroon: “Barombi-Station”; Niger: “Loko”.
barbatus Druce, 1891 (as sp. of Pilodeudorix).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 7: 366 (364-367).  Sierra Leone.
Pilodeudorix camerona katanga (Clench, 1965)

Deudorix (Pilodeudorix) katanga Clench, 1965.  Journal of the New York Entomological Society 73: 178 (178-181).

Pilodeudorix camerona katanga (Clench, 1965).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
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Pilodeudorix camerona katanga.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Lisombo, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  7/X/2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Elisabethville, Katanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east and south), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west), Malawi, Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Ndola (Heath, et al., 2002).

Note: Berger (1981) places all Democratic Republic of Congo representitives under subspecies katanga Clench.
Pilodeudorix congoana (Aurivillius, 1923)

Deudorix congoana Aurivillius, 1923 in Schultze &  Aurivillius, 1923.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1218 (1113-1242).

Deudorix diyllus congoana Aurivillius, 1923.  Ackery et al., 1995: 611.

Deudorix congoana Aurivillius, 1923.  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 100.
Pilodeudorix congoana (Aurivillius, 1923).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kimuenza”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Burundi, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Eastern green-streaked playboy.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Males defend territories in small sunlit clearings (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix congoana congoana (Aurivillius, 1923)

Deudorix congoana Aurivillius, 1923 in Schultze &  Aurivillius, 1923.  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1218 (1113-1242).

Deudorix diyllus congoana Aurivillius, 1923.  Ackery et al., 1995: 611.

Deudorix congoana Aurivillius, 1923.  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 100.
Pilodeudorix congoana (Aurivillius, 1923).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kimuenza”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Burundi.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Kafanchan at the foot of the Jos Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Pilodeudorix congoana orientalis (Stempffer, 1957)

Deudorix (Pilodeudorix) diyllus orientalis.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 19: 217 (209-227).

Pilodeudorix congoana orientalis (Stempffer, 1957).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
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Pilodeudorix congoana orientalis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Ikelenge, Zambia.  27 December, 1983.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Pilodeudorix congoana orientalis.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Zambezi rapids, Ikelenge, Zambia.  30 December, 1983.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west), Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Ndola; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).
Pilodeudorix diyllus (Hewitson, 1878)

Deudorix diyllus Hewitson, 1878 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 32 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Pilodeudorix diyllus (Hewitson, 1878).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon.

Common name: Green-streaked playboy.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: An uncommon butterfly, single specimens usually being encountered perching in sunny spots or along forest paths (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens were noted feeding from the flowers of Eupatorium odorata in Bia National Park, Ghana (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Eltringham, 1921b: 484  (ex Farquharson, Nigeria)


“Plate XIII, figs 8, 14.  Larva (fig. 14).  The colour of the preserved example is fairly uniform and rather dark.  The 1st segment is rounded and covers the head, the remainder, to the 9th, present lateral blunt processes and a double row of dorsal projections.  The last three segments are of somewhat peculiar shape, as shown in the drawing.  The whole surface is covered with fine short spines.  Length 14 mm.  Pupa (fig. 8).  Attached so that the vertical surface is in contact with the support.  The cuticle is smooth and, except for the wing-cases, has a sparse coating of very minute hairs.  The dried example is dark brown marbled all over with black.  The general shape is shown by the figure.  Length 11 mm.”

Larval food:

Pterocarpus esculenta Schum. & Thonn.(Fabaceae) [Farquharson, 1921; on flowers (Nigeria)].

Associated ants:

Oecophylla species [Farquharson, 1922 (Nigeria)].
Pilodeudorix diyllus diyllus (Hewitson, 1878)

Deudorix diyllus Hewitson, 1878 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 32 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Pilodeudorix diyllus (Hewitson, 1878).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Bia N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

debilis Staudinger, 1891 (as sp. of Hypolycaena).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 4: 150 (61-157).  Sierra Leone.
Pilodeudorix diyllus occidentalis Libert, 2004

Ref. ?

Type locality: 

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a).

Pilodeudorix kohli (Aurivillius, 1921)

Deudorix kohli Aurivillius, 1921 in Seitz, 1908-25.  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 370 (614 pp.).

Pilodeudorix kohli (Aurivillius, 1921).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: “Congo district”.

Diagnosis: Similar to D. congoana, but more violet than blue and iridescent scaling more extensive on hindwing upperside (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (rare) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix rodgersi Kielland, 1985

Pilodeudorix rodgersi Kielland, 1985.  Lambillionea 84: 71 (67-92).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Uluguru, Bondwa Mt., (2140 m.)”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east - Uluguru and Usambara Mountains)

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix zela (Hewitson, 1869)

Hypolycaena zela Hewitson, 1869 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 14 (Suppl.) (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Pilodeudorix zela (Hewitson, 1869).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sherborough Island”.

Distribution: Senegal (Basse Casamance), Guinea-Bisseau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Kinshasa, Lualaba, Tanganika), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west), Zambia (north) (Larsen, 2005a).


Not recorded from Zambia by Heath et al., 2002.

Common name: Blue-edged playboy.

Habitat: Forest, including dry forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A generally scarce playboy that seems to be commomest in Guinea, Sierra Leone, Uganda and Tanzania (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
simplex Staudinger, 1891 (as sp. of Hypolycaena).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 4: 61-157.  Sierra Leone”.
Pilodeudorix zeloides (Butler, 1901)

Virachola zeloides Butler, 1901.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 7: 289 (288-291).

Pilodeudorix zeloides (Butler, 1901).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
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Pilodeudorix zeloides.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Umtali, S. Rhodesia.  24:3:60.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3804).
Type locality: Malawi: “Kasungu Mountain, Nyika, 5345 feet”.

Distribution: Uganda, Tanzania (west), Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (eastern border).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Chalimbana; Chisamba; Ndola; Mufulira; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Dondo; Amatongas (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Arcturus, east of Harare; Christon Bank; Mazowe Hills; Mutare; Rutenga; Pungwe (Pringle, et al., 1994); Farm Sambenyara, Vumba (Barnes).

Common name: Midnight-blue playboy.

Habitat: 

Habits: Males hilltop, coming to the tops of hills early (10:00) and leaving early.  Males tend to settle low down, often in semi-shade and are very wary.  Females are most often met on the slopes, frequently while feeding from flowers (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: August to May (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Paranari curatellifolia (Chrysobalanaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 102].
Pilodeudorix zelomina (Rebel, 1914)

Deudorix zelomina Rebel, 1914.  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 265 (219-294).

Pilodeudorix zelomina (Rebel, 1914).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.
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Pilodeudorix zelomina.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Mafinga, N.E. Zambia.  20.IX.81.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Pilodeudorix zelomina.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Mafinga Mtn, N.E. Zambia, 6300 ft.  9/81.  I. Bampton.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Rangebirgen am Nordwestufer des Tanganyika-Sees”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Kivu, mountains north-west of Lake Tanganyika), Uganda (south-west), Zambia, Rwanda?, Burundi?

Specific localities:

Zambia – Makutu Mountains; Mafinga Mountains (Heath and Fisher) (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix aucta (Karsch, 1895)

Deudorix aucta Karsch, 1895.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 318 (289-322).

Pilodeudorix aucta (Karsch, 1895).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Togo: “Bismarckburg im Hinterlande von Togo”.

Distribution: Guinea (Nimbas), Ivory Coast (Nimbas), Ghana (Volta region), Togo, Nigeria (east and Cross River loop), Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Seredou in the Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Danane area (Larsen, 2005a).

Togo – Bismarckburg (TL).

Nigeria – Mamu Forest (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Karsch’s diopetes.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: A scarce species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix hugoi Libert, 2004

Ref. ?

Type locality: 

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a; single male).

Common name: Hugo’s diopetes.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Very rare in Nigeria, but much commoner in Cameroon (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix aurivilliusi (Stempffer, 1954)

Deudorix (Diopetes) aurivilliusi Stempffer, 1954.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 59: 106 (104-112).

Pilodeudorix aurivilliusi (Stempffer, 1954).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Guinea-Bissau, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Ghana, Togo.

Common name: Aurivillius’ diopetes.

Habitat: A rare species (Larsen, 2005a).  H. Warren-Gash (teste Larsen, 2005a) took specimens on the flowers of Cleistopholis patens (Annonaceae) at Yapo, Ivory Coast, together with specimens of P. deritas and P. violetta.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix catalla (Karsch, 1895)

Deudorix (Diopetes) catalla Karsch, 1895.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 318 (289-322).

Pilodeudorix catalla (Karsch, 1895).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Yaúnde-Station im Hinterlande von Kamerun”.

Distribution: Ghana, to Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix corruscans (Aurivillius, 1898)

Deudorix corruscans Aurivillius, 1898.  EntomologiskTidskrift 18: 216 (213-222).

Pilodeudorix corruscans (Aurivillius, 1898).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Gabon: “Ogowe”.  Type in the Humboldt University, Berlin (designated as lectotype by Libert, 2004).

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east - Ituri, Lualaba), Tanzania (Kigoma District).

Common name: Kakum diopetes.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An apparently rare canopy-dwelling species that occasionally comes down to rest on leaves in sunny spots along forest paths (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix corruscans corruscans (Aurivillius, 1898)

Deudorix corruscans Aurivillius, 1898.  EntomologiskTidskrift 18: 216 (213-222).

Pilodeudorix corruscans (Aurivillius, 1898).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Gabon: “Ogowe”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east - Ituri, Lualaba), Tanzania (Kigoma District).

Pilodeudorix corruscans kakumi (Larsen, 1994)

Diopetes kakumi Larsen, 1994.  Tropical Lepidoptera 5 (2): 83 (83-84).

Synonym of P. corruscans (Aurivillius, 1898).  Libert, 2004.

Pilodeudorix corruscans kakumi (Larsen, 1994).  Larsen, 2005a.

Type locality: Ghana: “Kakum National Park”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Danane (Libert, 2004); Bayota (Libert, 2004).

Ghana – Kakum National Park (TL); Obwasi (Larsen, 2005a); Tano Ofin (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).
Pilodeudorix deritas (Hewitson, 1874)

Deudorix deritas Hewitson, 1874.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 352 (343-355).

Pilodeudorix deritas (Hewitson, 1874).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Equateur, Kwango), Uganda.


Misattributed to the Sierra Leone and Ivory Coast fauna (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Small diopetes.

Habitat: Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Occasional specimens are met with perched on a green leaf in forest clearings (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes sometimes come to flowers (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix ducarmei (Collins & Larsen, 1998)

Diopetes ducarmei Collins & Larsen, 1998.  Metamorphosis 9 (2): 83 (66-85).

Pilodeudorix ducarmei (Collins & Larsen, 1998).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Eastern Zaïre, Mt. Atonza, 1.xi.1991 (African Butterfly Research Institute, ex coll. Ducarme).”.  Described from three males from the type locality.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east).  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix fumata (Stempffer, 1954)

Deudorix (Diopetes) fumata Stempffer, 1954.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 59: 107 (104-112).

Pilodeudorix fumata (Stempffer, 1954).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Ghana: “Kumasi”.

Distribution: Ghana, Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east), Uganda (south).


Misattributed to Cameroon and Gabon by Clench (1965) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kumasi (TL; single male).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Beni (Larsen, 2005a; a long series).

Common name: Smoky diopetes.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: A very rare species in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix kedassa (Druce, 1910)

Deudorix kedassa Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 369 (356-378).

Pilodeudorix kedassa (Druce, 1910).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja River, Cameroons, 2000 ft.”.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix kiellandi (Congdon & Collins, 1998)

Diopetes kiellandi Congdon & Collins, 1998.  In: Congdon and Collins, 1998.  Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 100 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea.

Pilodeudorix kiellandi (Congdon & Collins, 1998).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Bukoba, Kikuru Forest, 20.xi.94, J. Kielland..”  Place of deposition of holotype not given. 

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Daru (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Bayota (Larsen, 2005a); Yapo (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Likpe (Larsen, 2005a); Kpandu (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Lolodorf (Collins); 30 km north of Kribi (Collins).

Tanzania – Bulembe, Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest (Kielland teste Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Kielland’s diopetes.

Habitat: 

Habits: A rare species throughout its range (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix laticlavia (Clench, 1965)

Deudorix (Diopetes) laticlavia Clench, 1965.  Journal of the New York Entomological Society 73: 180 (178-181).

Pilodeudorix laticlavia (Clench, 1965).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Efulen”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Tiassale (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Tano Ofin (Larsen, 2005a); Takoradi (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Likpe (Larsen, 2005a); Wli Falls (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Clench’s diopetes.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This appears to be a rare species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix nirmo (Clench, 1965)

Deudorix (Diopetes) nirmo Clench, 1965.  Journal of the New York Entomological Society 73: 179 (178-181).

Pilodeudorix nirmo (Clench, 1965).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Efulen”.

Distribution: Cameroon.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix pasteon (Druce, 1910)

Deudorix pasteon Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 370 (356-378).

Pilodeudorix pasteon (Druce, 1910).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje Ja River, 2000 ft.”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east - Ituri Forest), Uganda (west).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
bwamba Stempffer, 1962 (as sp. of Deudorix (Diopetes)).  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 24: 1161 (1135-1181).  Uganda: “Bwamba”.
Pilodeudorix pseudoderitas (Stempffer, 1964)

Deudorix (Diopetes) pseudoderitas Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1283 (1226-1287).

Pilodeudorix pseudoderitas (Stempffer, 1964).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Congo: “District de Souanké, Sembé”.

Distribution: Ghana, Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Agona Junction (Larsen, 2005a); Tano Ofin (Larsen, 2005a); Likpe Mate (Larsen, 2005a); Wli Falls (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Mamu Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Sombre diopetes.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Rare in West Africa, but commoner in Cameroon (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix sadeska (Clench, 1965)

Deudorix (Diopetes) sadeska Clench, 1965.  Journal of the New York Entomological Society 73: 179 (178-181).

Pilodeudorix sadeska (Clench, 1965).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Efulen”.

Distribution: Cameroon.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Pilodeudorix violetta (Aurivillius, 1897)

Deudorix violetta Aurivillius, 1897.  EntomologiskTidskrift 18: 216 (213-222).

Pilodeudorix violetta (Aurivillius, 1897).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Gabon.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (Larsen, 2005a); Moyamba (Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Kpain (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – many localities (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kumasi (Larsen, 2005a); Tano Ofin (Larsen, 2005a); many localities in the Volta region (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – near Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Mamu Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Bulembe, Minziro Forest (single female); MII in Minziro Forest (single female) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Common name: Violet diopetes.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A scarce butterfly, somewhat commoner than most of its congeners (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens have been seen feeding from the flowers of Eupatorium on the edges of forest (Larsen, 2005a).  Females have been found perched on bushes, in the sun (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Paradeudorix Libert, 2004
Ref.?
Type-species: ?


An Afrotropical genus containing eight species.

Paradeudorix boormani (Larsen, 1996)

Hypokopelates boormani Larsen, 1996.  Entomologist's Record and Journal of Variation 108: (1-2): 7 (7-9).

Synonym of P. eleala.  Libert, 2004.

Paradeudorix boormani (Larsen, 1996).  Larsen, 2005a.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Eastern Nigeria, F. Davey leg [probably near Umuhaia (Larsen, 2005a)].”  Holotype in the NHM, London.

Distribution: Nigeria.  Known only from the male holotype.

Common name: Boorman’s fairy playboy.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: This must be a very rare species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Paradeudorix michelae Libert, 2004

Paradeudorix michelae Libert, 2004.  

Type locality: 

Distribution: 

Common name: 

Habitat: 

Habits: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Paradeudorix cobaltina (Stempffer, 1964)

Deudorix (Hypokopelates) cobaltina Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1271 (1226-1287).

Paradeudorix cobaltina (Stempffer, 1964, 1898).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Congo: “Moyen-Congo ex-français, forêt d’Etoumbi”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele), Uganda (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Mamu Forest (Larsen, 2005a); Uzuakoli (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a); Mkpot (Larsen, 2005a); Calabar (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Cobalt fairy playboy.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: Scarce in Nigeria but common in central Africa (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Paradeudorix eleala (Hewitson, 1865)

Hypolycaena eleala Hewitson, 1865 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 52 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Paradeudorix eleala (Hewitson, 1865).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: Western fairy playboy.

Habitat: Primary forest, but also in somewhat degraded forest (Larsen, 2005a).  Primary forest (ssp. parallela).

Habits: A relatively common species that is met with in ones and twos (Larsen, 2005a).  Females usually fly around, rather weakly, near ground level, while males usually fly rapidly in the forest canopy (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Lamborn, 1914.


The larva was found to associated with Crematogaster buchneri but Lamborn could not discern a DNO or TO’s.  Pupal period 7 days.

Smith, 1965

The larva has been found to be parasitized by Apanteles aparopsides (Braconiidae).

Larval food:

Albizia zygia (Fabaceae) [Smith, 1965 (Ghana)].

Theobromo cacao (Theobromaceae) [Smith, 1965 (Ghana)].

Associated ant:

Crematogaster buchneri For. race alligatrix For. (Formicidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 471 (Nigeria)].
Paradeudorix eleala eleala (Hewitson, 1865)

Hypolycaena eleala Hewitson, 1865 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 52 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Paradeudorix eleala (Hewitson, 1865).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Equateur, Kinshasa, Lualaba).
obscura Bethune-Baker, 1914 (as sp. of Hypokopelates).  In Lamborn, 1914.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1913: 501 (436-526).  Nigeria: “Oni near Lagos;  Bassa Province, Northern Nigeria”.  Treated as a synonym of eleala by Larsen, 2005a.
Paradeudorix eleala viridis (Stempffer, 1964)

Deudorix (Hypokopelates) viridis Stempffer, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1269 (1226-1287).

Paradeudorix eleala viridis (Stempffer, 1964).  Larsen, 2005a.

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Guinea (coast), Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, ?Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Benin – Porto Novo (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Agbara (Larsen, 2005a); Olokemeji (Larsen, 2005a).
Paradeudorix eleala parallela (Collins & Larsen, 2000)

Hypokopelates eleala parallela Collins & Larsen, 2000.  Metamorphosis 11 (2): 65 (57-75).

Paradeudorix eleala parallela (Collins & Larsen, 2000).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Guinea: “Guinea, Fouta Djalon, Labé area, 19.x.1995. (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).”  Described from a moderately large series from the Labé area.  The authors state: “Material from Mamou further to the southeast in Guinea is transitional to the nominate subspecies...”.

Distribution: Guinea Bissau, Guinea.

Specfic localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (TL).
Paradeudorix eleala cufadana (Mendes & De Sousa, 2003)

Hypokopelates eleala cufadana Mendes & De Sousa, 2003.  Boletim de Sociedade Portuguesa de Entomologia 213: 394 (393-398).

Paradeudorix eleala cufadana (Mendes & De Sousa, 2003).  Libert, 2004.
Type locality: Guinea-Bissau: 

Distribution: Guinea-Bissau.

Note: This is probably a junior synonym of parallela (MCW; Larsen, 2005a: 226).
Paradeudorix ituri (Bethune-Baker, 1908)

Deudoryx [sic] ituri Bethune-Baker, 1908.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1908: 112 (110-126).

Paradeudorix ituri (Bethune-Baker, 1908).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Common name: Ituri fairy playboy.
Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: Rare in Nigeria but common in the equatorial zone (Larsen, 2005a).  Individuals are usually encountered while they are perched on leaves in the forest undergrowth (Larsen, 1991).  They are also found on forest margins (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Paradeudorix ituri ituri (Bethune-Baker, 1908)

Deudoryx [sic] ituri Bethune-Baker, 1908.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1908: 112 (110-126).

Paradeudorix ituri (Bethune-Baker, 1908).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mongala, Uele, Tshopo, Tshuapa, Equateur, Sankuru, Maniema).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Abak (Larsen, 2005a); Uzuakoli (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

ultramarina Stempffer, 1964 (as sp. of Deudorix).  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 1272 (1226-1287).  Congo: “Moyen-Congo ex-français, forêt d’Etoumbi”.  Synonymized with P. ituri by Libert (2004).
Paradeudorix ituri ugandae (Talbot, 1935)

Hypokopelates eleala ugandae Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 77 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

Paradeudorix ituri ugandae (Talbot, 1935).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Uganda: “Jinja”.

Distribution: Sudan (south), Uganda (west), Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – near Kericho; Chepalungu (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest; Bulembe, Minziro Forest (single record) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Paradeudorix marginata (Stempffer, 1962)

Deudorix (Hypokopelates) marginata Stempffer, 1962.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 24: 1157 (1135-1181).

Paradeudorix marginata (Stempffer, 1962).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Congo: “république du Congo ex-français, Ouesso, Mabili Forest”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (south and east), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Mamu Forest in the Onitsha area (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (uncommon) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Common name: Black-edged fairy playboy.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: A very scarce butterfly in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Paradeudorix moyambina (Bethune-Baker, 1904)

Hypolycaena moyambina Bethune-Baker, 1904.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 14: 232 (222-233).

Paradeudorix moyambina (Bethune-Baker, 1904).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “in the near hinterland of Sierra Leone”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London (Larsen, 2005a).  Apparently the female is unknown (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Togo – Hohotoe (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Mamu Forest (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Black fairy playboy.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: A rare species throughout its range (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Paradeudorix petersi (Stempffer & Bennett, 1956)

Deudorix (Hypokopelates) petersi Stempffer & Bennett, 1956.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 18: 507 (500-513).

Paradeudorix petersi (Stempffer & Bennett, 1956).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Liberia: “Kpaine, Libéria”.  Apparently known only from the male (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Boke (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Guma (Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Kpaine (TL).

Ivory Coast – Gagnoa (Larsen, 2005a); Tiassale (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Fumesua (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Peters’ fairy playboy.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: Apparently a rare butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: P. petersi may be a senior synonym of P. eleala viridis (Larsen, 2005a).

Genus Hypomyrina Druce, 1891
Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 7: 364 (364-367).
Type-species: Myrina nomenia Hewitson, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of four species.

Hypomyrina nomenia (Hewitson, 1874)

Myrina nomenia Hewitson, 1874.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 353 (343-355).

Hypomyrina nomenia (Hewitson, 1874).  Druce, 1891 comb. nov.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia.


Records from west of Nigeria refer to the recently described H. mimetica Libert, 2004 (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Orange playboy.

Habitat: Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Scarce in Nigeria but commoner in the equatorial zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypomyrina nomenia nomenia (Hewitson, 1874)

Myrina nomenia Hewitson, 1874.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 353 (343-355).

Hypomyrina nomenia (Hewitson, 1874).  Druce, 1891 comb. nov.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Nigeria (west, south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Calabar (TL); Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Ibadan (Larsen, 2005a); Aba (Larsen, 2005a); Umuhaia (Larsen, 2005a).
Hypomyrina nomenia extensa Libert, 2004

Ref. ?
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Hypomyrina nomenia extensa.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 21mm.  Zambezi Bridge, Jimbe Bridge, N.W. Zambia.  May, 1999.  TCEC/IB/MH/PN.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Hypomyrina nomenia extensa.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Zambezi Bridge, Jimbe Bridge, N.W. Zambia.  May, 1999.  TCEC/IB/MH/PN.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: ?

Distribution: Uganda, Tanzania (west), Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Lisombu River (Heath, et al., 2002); Zambezi Bridge, Jimbe Bridge (specimens illustrated above).
Hypomyrina mimetica Libert, 2004

Ref. ?

Type locality: Nigeria: “Oni Creek”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east), ?Uganda.

Common name: Libert’s orange playboy.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Hypomyrina nomion (Staudinger, 1891)

Myrina nomion Staudinger, 1891.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 4: 156 (61-157).

Hypomyrina nomion (Staudinger, 1891).  Libert, 2004 comb. nov.

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Central African Republic, Sudan (south), Uganda.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Cape Coast (Larsen, 2005a); Mole National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Tarkwa Beach and Badagry Creek near Lagos (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Dark orange playboy.

Habitat: Savanna/forest transition zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Local but often fairly numerous when found (Larsen, 2005a).  Males defend territories from perches on green leaves.  Although these males are aggressive the flight is not particularly fast (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
acares Karsch, 1893 (as sp. of Deudorix).  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 38: 219 (1-266).  Togo: “Ketschenki”.
Hypomyrina fournierae Gabriel, 1939

Hypomyrina nomenia fournierae Gabriel, 1939.  British Museum (Natural History) Ruwenzori Expedition 1934-5 3 (3): 74 (51-95).

Hypomyrina fournierae Gabriel, 1939.  Libert, 2004 stat. rev.

Type locality: Uganda:  “Namwamba Valley, 6,500 ft”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone (single, suspect male (Larsen, 2005a)), Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east), Uganda (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Umuhahaia (single male in the Davey coll. (Larsen, 2005a)).

Common name: Gabriel’s orange playboy.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: A fairly rare butterfly throughout its range (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Deudorix Hewitson, 1863
In: Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 16 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.
Type-species: Dipsas epijarbas Moore, by original designation [extralimital].

An Old World genus containing X species, Y of which occur in the Afrotropical Region.

Subgenus Virachola Moore, 1881
In: Moore, 1880-2.  The lepidoptera of Ceylon 1: 104 (190 pp.). London.
Type-species: Deudorix perse Hewitson, by original designation [extralimital].


An Afrotropical subgenus with 29 included species.

Deudorix (Virachola) antalus (Hopffer, 1855)

Dipsas antalus Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 641 (639-643).

Deudorix antalus (Hopffer, 1855).  Hewitson, 1863 comb. nov.
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Deudorix antalus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Muden, Nat.  26.VI.1952.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3809).
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Deudorix antalus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  La Lucia, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  March, 2000.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: Mozambique: “Mossambique”.

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Mali, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Kenya, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland.  Also Arabia (south-western Saudi Arabia, Yemen), Madagascar, Mauritius, Reunion, Comoro Islands.

Specific localities:
Nigeria – Obudu Cattle Ranch (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mufulira; Kasama; Mbala; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953).
Gauteng – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001); Buffelsdrif Conservancy (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Balgowan (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953); Muden (Swanepoel, 1953); Ixopo (Swanepoel, 1953).
Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Cookhouse (Swanepoel, 1953); Alicedale (Swanepoel, 1953); Somerset East (Swanepoel, 1953); Klipplaat (Swanepoel, 1953); Coega (Swanepoel, 1953); Glenconner (Swanepoel, 1953); Cambria (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Umtata (Swanepoel, 1953).
Western Cape Province – Cape Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Mamre (Swanepoel, 1953); Montagu (Swanepoel, 1953); Swellendam (Swanepoel, 1953); Oudtshoorn (Swanepoel, 1953); Prince Albert (Swanepoel, 1953); near Worcester (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Swaziland – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).
Mauritius – First taken here by E.C.G. Pinhey in May 1976 at Case Noyale, Relais de la mi Voie, and Riviere du Rempart.  Since caught at Moka and Black River Gorges (P.M.H. & J.P.L. Davis).

Common name: Brown playboy; Common brown playboy.

Habitat: A very wide range of habitats including open forest, savanna, fynbos, and karoo but excluding primary forest, grassland and desert.

Habits: Males defend territories from perches, on hilltops and on the flats (Pringle et al., 1994).  Larsen (2005a) noted that, in Nigeria, they only began hilltopping after 14:30.  The flight is very fast (Pringle et al., 1994).  Both sexes feed from flowers, such as those of Tridax (Larsen, 2005a).  Numbers of specimens may be seen feeding from the flowers of Acacia and Maerua species (Larsen, 1991).  Males occasonally mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 211 [Mt. Elgon, Kenya].

"The larva feeds in the seed pods on the immature seed of Acacia stenocarpa Hochst., Mimosaceae; also in pods of Dolichos lablab (Linn.), Papilionaceae.  Egg.  The eggs are a beautiful clear pale green, circular at the base, about 0.5 mm. in diameter, evenly domed and with a small dark central spot.  They are laid near the junction of the seed pods and their stalks, either singly or in pairs.  Larva.  The larva is chocolate brown with longitudinal rows of black warts carrying indigo blue hair, one row along the dorsum and two along each lateral.  The collar is larger than usual, since both the first and second segments are broadened and hood-like and spotted with indigo and yellow.  The shape is grub-like, broad and rounded dorsally, the head small and black.  The anal segments are flattened and hairy; they possess two minute white tubercles placed close together with the gland centrally above them.  Length, 20 mm.  Pupa.  The pupa is placed among the bark, in cracks or under loose pieces, and fastened by a silk sling.  It is dark brown with black dorsal line and wing-cases, of nearly even width throughout, broader than usual, with more prominent head-case and a slight "waist" midway.  Length, 10 mm.  Locality.  Mt. Elgon, 18 miles S.W. of Kitale, 6-700 feet, April, 1933."

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 122, plate 57 [as Deudorix antalus antalus; Eastern Cape].

"Egg:  0.8 mm diam. x 0.5 mm high.  Generally laid singly on a pod, though two or three eggs may be found on the same pod or its stalk.  Pale bluish-green with irregular white ribbing.  Eggs hatch after 11-12 days.  Larva:  1st instar 1.5 mm, growing to 3 mm in 6 days; 2nd instar growing to 5.5 mm in 3-4 days; 3rd instar growing to 10 mm in 3-4 days; 4th instar growing to 19 mm in 8-13 days.  Growth and size vary according to the state of the fruits or pods.  The whole of the larval state is spent within the fruit or pod, in which the larva feeds on the interior substance or the beans.  It pupates in the fruit or pod, after making a hole for exit of the imago.  A honey-gland is present in the 3rd and 4th instars, but there are no tubercles.  The colour of the larvae varies considerably, especially in the final instar; and may be purplish-red, reddish-brown, reddish-grey, yellowish-grey or sky blue.  The first two segments, in all varieties, are heavily marked with yellow and blue.  This species is multibrooded.  Small ants often accompany the larvae.  Pupa:  13 mm.  secured by the cremastral hooks to a silken mat, or unattached within the fruit or pod.  Emergence takes place after 15-29 days.  Parasites:  Egg.  Attacked by very small Chalcids: Trichogramma sp.?  Larva.  Attacked by Ichneumonids, whose maggots generally emerge in the butterfly's pupal state, and pupate within the fruit or pod, or on the ground.  Pupa.  Killed by a Pimpla sp., which emerges by breaking away the headpiece of the pupa."  "Recorded from eggs and larvae from the eastern Cape Province."

Larval food:

Acacia hockii (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 211; Mt. Elgon, Kenya; as A. stenocarpa Hochst.].

Albizia species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 206].

Baphia racemosa Hochst. (Fabaceae) [Millar, cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 122].

Bauhinia galpinii N.E. Br. (Fabaceae) [Platt (1921) cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 122].

Burkea species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 206].

Caesalpinia pulcherrima (Fabaceae) (exotic) [Platt (1921) cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 122].

Cajanus species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 206].

Canavalia ensiformis D.C. (Fabaceae) [Farquharson, 1921; on seeds in pods (Nigeria)].

Capsicum species (Solanaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 206].

Cardiospermum grandiflorum Schwartz (Sapindaceae) (exotic) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 166].

Cassia species (Fabaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Combretum zeyheri (Combretaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 103].

Crotalaria capensis Jacq. (Fabaceae) [Platt (1921) cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 122].

Dolichos lablab L. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 211].

Eriobotrya japonica (Rosaceae) (exotic) [Heath, et al., 2002: 103].

Faidherbia albida (Del.) A. Chev. (Fabaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 166].

Galls on unspecified plants [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 122].

Gardenia volkensii (Rubiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 103].

Haplocoelum foliosume (Sapindaceae) [ Williams & Woodhall, in Williams, 1996: 132; Makatini Flats, KwaZulu-Natal; as H. gallense (Engl.) Radlk.].

Hyperacanthus amoenus (Rubiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 103].

Lessertia frutescens R. Br. (Fabaceae) [Pinhey, cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 122; as sp. of Sutherlandia].

Macadamia species (Proteaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 206].

Nymania capensis (Thunb.) Lindb. (Meliaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 166].

Olea species (Oleaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 206].

Paphia species (Apiaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 206].

Pappea species (Sapindaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 122].

Phaseolus lunatus (Fabaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 103].

Pisum species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 206].

Protea burchellii (Proteaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Prunus ispahanensis (Rosaceae).

Prunus persica (Rosaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 122].

Prunus persica (Rosaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 103].

Quisqualis species (Combretaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 206].

Schotia afra (L.) Thunb. (syn. speciosa Jacq.) (Fabaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 166].

Schotia latifolia (Fabaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 166].
Senna species (Fabaceae) [Platt (1921) cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 122; as Cassia species].

Syzygium guineense (Willd.) DC. (Myrtaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 166].

Syzygium species (Myrtaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 122].

Vigna angustifolia (Fabaceae) [Pinhey, cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 122].

Ximenia caffra Sond. (Olacaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 166].

Ximenia poppae (Olacaceae).

anta Trimen, 1862 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 402 (398-406).  South Africa: “Kaffraria, King William’s Town and Graham’s Town”.
gambius Mabille, 1887 in Grandidier, 1885-7 (as sp. of Deudorix).  Histoire, Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar: 239, pl. 30A (18 [1887]: 364 pp.; 19 [1885]: 55pls.).  Madagascar: “Madagascar”.
kitobolensis Strand, 1912 (as var. of Deudorix antalus).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.9.): 145 (143-158).  Madagascar: “Kitobolo”.
Deudorix (Virachola) badhami Carcasson, 1961

Deudorix badhami Carcasson, 1961.  Occasional Papers.  Coryndon Memorial Museum, Nairobi 7: 19 (1-23).
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Deudorix badhami.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Ikelenge, Zambia.  2 April, 1980.  A. Heath.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Deudorix badhami.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 37mm.  Hillwood, Zambezi Bridge, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  8/X/2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kinda, Katanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south-east - Lualaba), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath and Fisher) (Heath, et al., 2002); Hillwood, Zambezi Bridge (female specimen, above).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Deudorix (Virachola) batikeli (Boisduval, 1833)

Lycaena batikeli Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 172 (149-270).

Deudorix batikeli (Boisduval, 1833).  Hewitson, 1863 comb. nov.
Type locality: Madagascar: “Foule-Pointe et de Tamatave [Toamasina]”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
tsiphana Boisduval, 1833 (as sp. of Lycaena).  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 173 (149-270).  Madagasacar: “Madagascar”.
licinia Mabille, 1878 (as sp. of Thecla).  Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France 3: 83 (81-95).  Madagasacar: “Madagascar”.
derona Grose-Smith, 1891 (as sp. of Deudorix).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 7: 126 (122-128).  Madagasacar: “North-west coast”.
Deudorix (Virachola) batikelides Holland, 1920

Deudorix batikelides Holland, 1920.  Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History 43: 221 (109-369).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Niangara”; Kenya: “Mombassa, E. Africa”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Niangara).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Deudorix (Virachola) caliginosa Lathy, 1903

Deudorix caliginosa Lathy, 1903.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1903: 197 (183-206).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Anambara Creek”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Nigeria (south), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Sao Tome & Principe (Sao Tome), Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west), Malawi, Zambia (Congdon and Collins, 1998), Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Banco (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Kyabobo N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Anambra Creek (TL).

Tanzania – Kere Hill and Bulembe, Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest (uncommon) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Common name: Dark brown playboy.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Rare in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  Often flies high up in the trees.  Specimens have also been found feeding from flowers on bushes (Congdon and Collins, 1998).  Larsen (2005a) found both sexes mud-puddling.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Deudorix (Virachola) chalybeata Joicey & Talbot, 1926

Deudorix chalybeata Joicey & Talbot, 1926.  Entomologist 59: 225 (220-226).

Type locality: Sao Tome and Principe: “Sao Thomé”.

Distribution: Sao Tome and Principe (Island of Sao Tome).

Habitat: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a) states that this taxon is best considered a subspecies, or even a synonym, of D. odana but does not formally emend its status.
Deudorix (Virachola) dariaves Hewitson, 1877

Deudorix dariaves Hewitson, 1877.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 13: 205 (205).
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Deudorix dariaves male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Black Rock, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 19 April, 2003.  Images courtesy Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
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Deudorix dariaves female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Manguzi Forest, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 16 June, 2002.  Images courtesy Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
Type locality: Mozambique: “Delagoa Bay”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania (east), Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, KwaZulu-Natal - north).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Arabuko-Sokoke Forest; Shimba Hills; Mrima Hills (Larsen, 1991).

Mozambique – Dondo Forest; Amatongas Forest; Maputo (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Chipinga; Matobo Hills (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953).
KwaZulu-Natal – Ngoye Forest (Swanepoel, 1953); Zinkwazi (Swanepoel, 1953); False Bay (Pennington); Ngoye; Dukuduku Forest; Emanguzi Forest; Cape Vidal; Lake Sibayi; Makatini Flats; Kosi Bay; Burman Bush, Durban (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Black-and-orange playboy.

Habitat: 

Habits: Specimens are usually encountered singly, sitting on leaves on forest edges or in forest clearings.  They also come to flowers (Larsen, 1991).  Males usually spend most of the day in the tree-tops, coming down to feed on flowers in the early morning and late afternoon (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year but commoner in the summer months (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Pringle, et al., 1994: 166 [as Deudorix (Virachola) dariaves; Zululand, KwaZulu-Natal].

"In Zululand forests the females lay their eggs singly on the berries of Deinbollia oblongifolia.  The larvae feed within the berries.  Great numbers have been recorded in some years."

Larval food:

Deinbollia oblongifolia (E. Mey. ex Arn.) Radlk. (Sapindaceae) [Anon, 1988: 3] (Metamorphosis 1(22): 3).

Brachystegia species (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 326].

Coffea species (Rubiaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 208].

Hyperacanthus amoenus (Sims) Bridson (Rubiaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 166].
Deudorix (Virachola) dinochares Grose-Smith, 1887

Deudorix dinochares Grose-Smith, 1887.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 19: 64 (62-66).
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Deudorix dinochares.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Letsitele, Transvaal.  8.IV.48.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3808).
Type locality: [Mozambique]: “Delagoa Bay”.

Distribution: Senegal (Basse Casamance), Gambia, Guinea, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Burkina Faso (A. Gardiner teste Larsen, 2005a), Ghana, Nigeria (north), Cameroon (north), Central African Republic, Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu, Sankuru, Lualaba), Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal), Swaziland, Yemen, Comores, Madagascar.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Boti Falls (Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a); Accra Plains (Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a); Kyabobo National Park (Larsen, 2005a); Nakpanduri (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – near Zaria (Larsen, 2005a); Iseyin (Larsen, 2005a); Kaduna (Larsen, 2005a); Vom (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Ngaoundere (Libert, 2004).

Zambia – Livingstone; Lusaka; Chisamba; Mpongwe; Mufulira; Ndola; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Botswana – Muhembo; Shakawe (Pinhey; Tsotsoroga Pan (Chobe Park) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Namibia – Waterberg Plateau Park (Swart, 2004).

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Gravelotte (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); Elim (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Vivo (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg district (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Zeerust (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).
Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001).

KwaZulu-Natal – Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Middeldrift (Swanepoel, 1953).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).
Common name: Apricot playboy.

Habitat: Savanna.  Found at altitudes of up to 2 000 m in Kenya (Larsen, 1991).  In Madagascar it is found in forest (Lees et al., 2003).  In West Africa it is associated mainly with Guinea savanna and in East Africa with Miombo woodland (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Large numbers may sometimes be found feeding from the flowers of Maerua species.  Damp patches are sometimes visited by males (Larsen, 1991).  Males hilltop, selecting perches on the tops of the highest trees available (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year but commonest in spring and late summer (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 211 [Mt. Elgon, Kenya].

"The larva feeds on the fruit of Syzygium cordatum Hochst., ex Harv., Myrtaceae.  It bores inside the fruit and emerges only to pupate or when the fruit is a mere hollow shell.  Egg.  The egg is laid in the depression in the top of the fruit; it is large, fully 1 mm. in diameter, and white.  In shape, it is circular at base and evenly domed, with no central depression.  Larva.  The larva is very similar to that of Deudorix antalus, being bluish-grey, with the warts present as in that species.  Pupa.  The pupa is also like that of D. antalus.  As in the case of the larva, it is practically indistinguishable and neither require further description.  Parasites.  Two species of Neotypus (Hymen., Ichneumonidae) were bred.  Locality.  Mt. Elgon, 18 miles S.W. of Kitale, 6-7000 feet, June, 1934."

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 125, plate 59 [as Deudorix dinochares dinochares; near Pretoria, Gauteng].

"Egg:  0.95 mm diam. x 0.6 mm high.  White to very pale blue, with white ribbing.  Some eggs may have a yellowish tint.  There are some 60 longitudinal, and 15 horizontal ribs.  The intersections have small moles.  Eggs hatch after some 9 days.  The eggs are laid singly, in the crevices of fruit buds.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva:  1st instar 1.3 mm, growing to 3 mm in 4 days; 2nd instar growing to 6 mm in 4 days; 3rd instar growing to 11 mm in 4-5 days; 4th instar growing to 22 mm in 10-12 days.  The whole of the larval state is spent in pods, the larvae feeding on the beans.  They pupate within the pod, after eating out a hole of exit, which is generally sealed, lightly, with silk.  Larvae are cannibalistic if more than one are in the same pod.  The honey-gland is present in the 3rd and 4th instars but there are no tubercles.  Small ants may be in attendance around the honey-gland.  There are many broods, but in a very dry season there may be diapause, either in the larval or pupal state.  Larvae and pupae may also be found in galls.  Pupa:  11-13.5 mm.  Secured by the cremastral hooks to a silken mat or the pupa may be unattached within the pod.  Emergence takes place after 20-22 days.  Parasites:  Egg.  A small hole in the side of some eggs shows that they have been attacked by very small Chalcids, probably Trichogramma sp.  Pupa.  Killed by species of Ichneumonid which emerge in maggot form and pupate within the pod."  "Recorded from eggs and larvae from near Pretoria, furnished by Mr. D.W. Rorke."

Larval food:

Acacia hockii (syn. stenocarpa Hochst.) (Fabaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 103].

Burkea africana Hook. (Fabaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 166].

Coffea species (Rubiaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 125].

Combretum zeyheri Sond. (Combretaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 166].

Dolichos species (Fabaceae) [Pinhey, cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 125].

Eriobotyra japonica (Rosaceae) (exotic) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 166].

Gardenia volkensii K. Schum. (Rubiaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 166].

Haplocoelum foliosum (Sapindaceae) [Williams and Woodhall, in Williams, 1996: 132; Makatini Flats, KwaZulu-Natal; as H. gallense (Engl.) Radlk.].

Hyperacanthus amoenus (Sims) Bridson (Rubiaceae) [Pennington, 1946: 21; as Gardenia neuberia Eckl. and Zeyh.].

Lablab species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Macadamia species (Proteaceae) [Pinhey, cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 125].

Prunus persica (L.) Batsch  (Rosaceae) (exotic) [Pinhey, cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 125].

Pseudolachnostylis maprouneifolia Pax (Euphorbiaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 166].

Psidium species (Myrtaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 208].

Quisqualis species (Combretaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 208].

Schotia species (Fabaceae) [Pinhey, cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 125].

Swartzia madagascariensis Desv. (Fabaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 166].

Syzygium cordatum Hochst. (Myrtaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 211; Mt. Elgon, Kenya].

Tamarindus species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 208].

Vigna angustifolia (Fabaceae) [Pinhey, cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 125].

Xanthocercis zambesiaca (Bak.) Dumaz-le-Grand (Fabaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 166].

Ximenia caffra Sond. (Olacaceae) [Pinhey, cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 125].

dieden Karsch, 1900 (as sp. of Deudorix).  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 26: 369 (367-370).  Madagasacar: “West-Madagaskar”.
rhodesiensis Stevenson, 1937 (as var. of Deudorix dinochares).  Occasional Papers of the National Museum of Rhodesia 1(6): 21 (14-48).  Zimbabwe: “Salisbury, Umtali, Druid Mine, Essexvale”.
Deudorix (Virachola) dinomenes Grose-Smith, 1887

Deudorix dinomenes Grose-Smith, 1887.  Entomologist 59: 65 (220-226).
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Deudorix dinomenes dinomenes.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Hluhluwe, Zululand.  28.5.1964.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3807).
Type locality: Mozambique: “Delagoa Bay”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Sudan, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, South Africa.

Common name: Orange playboy; Large orange playboy.

Habitat: Savanna and coastal forest.  Also in dry forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A generally scarce, and seemingly seasonal, species (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is very fast.  Males, and sometimes also females, are known to mud-puddle.  Both sexes have been observed feeding from the flowers of Eupatorium (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: All year but more prevalent from September to May (Pringle, et al., 1994).  In West Africa Larsen (2005a) found it most prevalent in the dry season (December and January).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Deinbollia species (Sapindaceae) [Kielland, 1990].

Deinbollia oblongifolia (Sapindaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Deudorix (Virachola) dinomenes dinomenes Grose-Smith, 1887

Deudorix dinomenes Grose-Smith, 1887.  Entomologist 59: 65 (220-226).
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Deudorix dinomenes dinomenes.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Hluhluwe, Zululand.  28.5.1964.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3807).
Type locality: Mozambique: “Delagoa Bay”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe (eastern border), Mozambique, South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal - north).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Rabai; Mombasa; Shimba Hills (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – A single female collected in the Mafinga Mountains (Heath) (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Maputo (Monteiro; TL); Buzi River; Gogói; Amatongas (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Rutenga; Mount Selinda (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Umkomaas (single male) (Swanepoel, 1953); Zinkwazi (Swanepoel, 1953); Kosi Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Umdloti (Pennington; single male); Burman Bush, Durban (Dickson; Ficq; a single male each); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); False Bay (Pringle, et al., 1994); Hluhluwe Game Reserve (Pringle, et al., 1994); Makatini Flats (Pringle, et al., 1994); Lake Sibayi (Pringle, et al., 1994); Emanguzi Forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Deudorix (Virachola) dinomenes diomedes Jackson, 1966

Deudorix (Virachola) diomedes Jackson, 1966.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (13) 8: 528 (523-531).

Type locality: Uganda: “West Nile, Metu; Mpigi, Mpanga Forest”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria (west), Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya (west - Kakamega Forest), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Mako (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Likpe (Larsen, 2005a); Boabeng-Fiema (Larsen, 2005a); Wli Falls (Larsen, 2005a); Bia National Park (Larsen, 2005a).

Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen, 2005a).

Deudorix (Virachola) diocles Hewitson, 1869

Deudorix diocles Hewitson, 1869 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 12 (Suppl.) (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.
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Deudorix diocles.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Laurenceville, Vumba, S.R.  4:9:59.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3805).
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Deudorix diocles female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Images courtesy Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
Type locality: South Africa: “Natal”.

Distribution: Uganda (Larsen, 1991), Kenya (coast), Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Lualaba), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (north of Lusaka), Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Shimba Hills; Nairobi? (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Lusaka; Miengwe; Ndola; Mufulira; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Eastern border; Harare district; Dichwe Farm near Chinhoyi (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Gundani; Legalameetse Nature Reserve.

KwaZulu-Natal – Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Amahlongwa (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Orange-barred playboy.

Habitat: Forest edges, coastal bush and moist savanna.

Habits: Males are territorial, selecting perches on the leaves of shrubs or trees.  They usually fly high up.  Females are much more sluggish, usually being encountered fluttering low down along the edges of the bush (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 123, plate 58 [as Deudorix diocles diocles; Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].

"Egg:  1 mm diam. x 0.7 mm high.  Laid singly on pods or fruit of the food-plant.  Blue-green with a tracery of white ribbing, i.e., some 50 longitudinal and 12 circular ribs, punctuated at intersections by small raised moles.  Eggs hatch after some 9 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  The egg is easily spotted, and many may be found to have been laid on the same pod, on different parts of the surface.  Larva (with 4 instars):  1st instar 1.5 mm, growing to 4 mm in 4 days; 2nd instar growing to 7 mm in 3-4 days; 3rd instar growing to 13 mm in 3-5 days; 4th instar growing to 23 mm in 10-15 days.  Larva (with 5 instars):  1st instar 1.5 mm, growing to 3 mm in 4 days; 2nd instar growing to 5.5 mm in 4 days; 3rd instar growing to 9 mm in 3 days; 4th instar growing to 10 mm in 3 days; 5th instar growing to 23 mm in 11 days.  The whole larval stage is spent within a bean-pod, in which the larva feeds on the beans.  Pupation itself takes place in the pod and a hole, lightly 'silked' over, is eaten in the shell before pupation.  The honey-gland is present in the 3rd-5th instars but there are no tubercles.  Small ants are sometimes found with the larvae.  Some larvae leave the pod before pupation, if space within the pod is limited, and pupate in some crevice.  Hibernation may at times take place within a pod.  Pupa:  14.5-15 mm.  Secured by the cremastral hooks to a silken mat.  Emergence takes place after 25-28 days - or sometimes after a shorter period.  Parasites:  Egg.  Some eggs have been observed to have a hole of exit in the side for a small Chalcid, presumably a Trichogramma.  Pupa.  Killed by a Pimpla sp., one per pupa.  This species is multibrooded but some larvae may hibernate.  The newly hatched larvae are capable of burrowing through the very hard outer surface of the pods of Millettia caffra."  "Recorded from eggs and larvae from Durban."

Larval food:

Acacia species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 207].

Baphia racemosa (Hochst.) Bak. (Fabaceae) [Millar, cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 123].

Bauhinia galpinii N.E. Br. (Fabaceae) [Platt (1921) cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 123].

Bauhinia tomentosa L. (Fabaceae) [Platt (1921) cited by Clark and Dickson, 1971: 123].

Caesalpinia pulcherrima (L.) Schwartz (Fabaceae) (exotic) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 165].

Combretum species (Combretaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 124].

Elephantorrhiza goetzei (Harms.) Harms. (Fabaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 165].

Macadamia species (Proteaeceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 124].

Macadamia ternifolia (Proteaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 103].
Millettia grandis (E. Mey.) Skeels (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 123; as M. caffra Meisn.].

Philenoptera sutherlandii Harv. (Fabaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 165; as sp. of Millettia].

Prunus ispahanensis (Rosaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 165].

Prunus persica (L). Batsch. (Rosaceae) (exotic) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 124].

Schotia species (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 123].

Swartzia madagascariensis Desv. (Fabaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 165].

Syzygium species (Myrtaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 124].

vosseleri Strand, 1911 (as sp. of Deudorix).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 77: 195 (190-198).  Tanzania: “Amani”.

batikelides Holland, 1920 (as sp. of Deudorix).  Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History 43: 221 (109-369).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Niangara”.  [Ackery, et al. (1995) place this taxon as a synonym of Deudorix caerulea caerulea Druce, 1890 but Larsen (1991: 207) considers it to be a synonym of Deudorix diocles Hewitson, 1869.  Larsen also notes that it was misspelt by Berger (1981) as balikelides].
Deudorix (Virachola) ecaudata Gifford, 1963

Deudorix (Virachola) ecaudata Gifford, 1963 (replacement name).  Entomologist 96: 43 (43-48).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kikuyu Escarpment”.

Distribution: Kenya (east of the Rift Valley), Tanzania (north), Malawi (Larsen, 1991).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Yatta Plateau; Nairobi; Ngong; Kima (Larsen, 1991). 

Common name: Untailed playboy.

Habitat: Thornbush savanna.

Habits: Usually found flying rapidly around acacia trees (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Acacia species (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 326].

Associated ant:

Pheidole species (Formicidae) [Van Someren, 1974: 326].
dohertyi Bethune-Baker, 1905 (as sp. of Deudorix).  Novitates Zoologicae 12: 492 (492-496).  Kenya: “Kikuyu Escarpment”.  [Invalid; junior primary homonym of Deudorix dohertyi Oberthür, 1894 [Lycaenidae] [extralimital].]
Deudorix (Virachola) edwardsi Gabriel, 1939

Deudorix (Virachola) edwardsi Gabriel, 1939.  British Museum (Natural History) Ruwenzori Expedition 1934-5 3 (3): 74 (51-95).

Type locality: Uganda: “Namwamba Valley, 6500 ft.”.

Distribution: Uganda (Ruwenzori Mts), Democratic Republic of Congo (Ruwenzori Mts).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Deudorix (Virachola) galathea (Swainson, 1821)

Thecla galathea Swainson, 1821 in Swainson, 1820-1.  Zoological illustrations, or original figures and descriptions of new, rare or interesting animals selected chiefly from the class of Ornithology, Entomology and conchology (1) 1: pl. 69 ([xxvii] pp.). London.

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a); Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Red-edged playboy.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: An uncommon species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Deudorix (Virachola) jacksoni Talbot, 1935

Deudorix (Virachola) jacksoni Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 206 (202-209).
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Deudorix jacksoni.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Mufulira, Zambia.  4100 ft.  Ex pupa, 26-IX-1982.  M.A. Newport.  (Newport Collection).
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Deudorix jacksoni.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Mufulira, Zambia.  4100 ft.  Ex pupa, 29-IX-1982.  M.A. Newport.  (Newport Collection).
Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe”.

Distribution: Uganda (south-west), Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-east - Usambara Mountains), Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Mt Elgon; Soy; Rongai (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Mufulira (Heath); 40 km east of Mwinilunga (A. Gardiner) (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: Jackson’s playboy.

Habitat: The ecotone between forest and savanna, especially riverine vegetation (Larsen, 1991).

Habits: The flight is fast.

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 211. (Trans Nzoia, Kenya)


The larva feeds on the young leaves of Loranthus usuiensis Oliv. (Loranthaceae).  Larva.  Dark rich brown, with a patch on the dorsal region of segments 2 and 3 much lighter brown, surrounded by a square of black.  It is covered with short black spiny hair.  The segments are strongly incised, and along the sides are rows of deep, pit-like depressions.  The shape is slug-like, tapering from the centre to both extremities, the dorsal region being broad but not markedly ridged.  Collar heavy, and spiracles plainly visible and black.  Thin, short tubercles are present on the anal segments, half-way between the centre and the edges.; they are exserted vertically, and above them is a gland with an oval deep-seated orifice.  Length 20 mm; breadth 6 mm.  Pupa.  Broad and foreshortened, brown with a black dorsal line and heavy black lateral markings.  Head-case broad and rounded, thorax also broad and evenly curved, with a slight depression between it and the abdominal segments.  It is placed flat on a leaf, the surface of which has been previously cleaned and smoothed, and another leaf drawn down over the top by silk threads.  Length 10 mm; breadth 6 mm.  Parasites.  Tetrastichus sculpturatus Waterst. (Hymenoptera: Chalcididae) was bred.

Larval food:

Loranthus usuiensis Oliv. (Loranthaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 211 (Kenya)].

Albizia gummifera (Fabaceae) [Collins, in Larsen, 1991].

Phragmanthera usuiensis (Loranthaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 104].

Erianthemum dregei (Loranthaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 104].
Deudorix (Virachola) kayonza Stempffer, 1956

Deudorix (Virachola) kayonza Stempffer, 1956.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) (Sciences zoologique) 49: 31 (54 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kayonza, Kigezi”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Cameroon (Clench, 1965), Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda (west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Moyamba (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Azagny (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Tano Ofin (Larsen, 2005a) Amedzofe (Larsen, 2005a); Hohoe (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Known from a pair from Lisombo, Kalene Hill (A. Gardiner) (Heath, et al., 2002).

Common name: False coffee playboy.

Habitat: Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce species (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes have been found on the flowers of Eupatorium odorata (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: The West African populations constitute an unnamed subspecies (Larsen, 2005a).
Deudorix (Virachola) livia (Klug, 1834)

Lycaena livia Klug, 1834 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum: pl. 40 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: Egypt: “Kineh; Assuan”; Saudi Arabia: “Arabia”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Somalia, Djibouti, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Oman.

Extralimitally in Egypt (TL) and the eastern Mediterranean, Greece (Mueller et al., 2005).

Common name: Pomegranate playboy.

Habitat: Savanna, including arid savanna.  In West Africa in Sudan savanna and the Sahel (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Larsen (1991) notes that it is a somewhat migratory species – into southern Arabia and the eastern Mediterranean.  Males are avid hilltoppers (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are known to mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).  Larsen (1991) records large numbers of females mud-puddling in Oman.  Its status as a minor pest in the larval stage is discussed by Larsen (1983, 1990).

Early stages:

Awadallah, et al., 1970.

Saleh & Hosny, 1981.

Larval food:

Acacia species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 208].

Phoenix species (Arecaceae) (including cultivated dates) [Larsen, 1991: 208].

Punica granatum (Punicaceae) (pomegranate) [Larsen, 1991: 208].

Eriobotrya japonica (Rosaceae) (loquat) [Larsen, 1991: 208].

Allium species (Alliaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Psidium species (Myrtaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Gardenia species (Rubiaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Lycopersicum species (Solanaceae) (tomato) [Larsen, 2005a].
pallescens Rothschild, 1921 (as ssp. of Virachola livia).  Novitates Zoologicae 28: 154 (142-170, 215-229).  Niger: “Asben”.
Deudorix (Virachola) livia livia (Klug, 1834)

Lycaena livia Klug, 1834 in Klug, 1829-45.  In: Ehrenburg, C.G., Symbolae Physicae, seu icones et descriptiones corporum naturalium novarum aut minus cognitorum: pl. 40 ([183] pp.).

Type locality: Egypt: “Kineh; Assuan”; Saudi Arabia: “Arabia”.

Distribution: Senegal (north), Gambia, Burkina Faso, Cameroon (north), Chad, Sudan, Uganda (north), Kenya (north and central), Tanzania (north-central), Somalia, Djibouti, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Oman.

Extralimitally in Egypt (TL) and the eastern Mediterranean, Greece (Mueller et al., 2005).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Ngaoundere (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Nairobi; Kakamega; Ologorsaile (Larsen, 1991).

Deudorix (Virachola) livia barnetti Libert, 2005

Deudorix (Virachola) livia barnetti Libert, 2005.  Bulletin de la Societe Entomologique de France 110 (3): 298 (297-298).

Type locality: Oman.

Distribution:  Oman.

Specific localities:

Deudorix (Virachola) lorisona (Hewitson, 1862)

Myrina lorisona Hewitson, 1862 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 37 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution:  Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso, Liberia, Ivory Coast, ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Sao Tome and Principe, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Ethiopia, Kenya, Burundi, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Common name: Coffee playboy.

Habitat: Dense savanna and forest.

Habits: A minor pest on cultivated coffee (Larsen, 1991).  Specimens are usually encountered singly, perched on leaves, from which they take short flights.  Both sexes come to flowers, e.g. Eupatorium (Larsen, 1991; Larsen, 2005a) and males occasionally mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).  At Xiluvo males were noted near the top of a small koppie in forest, perching on the leaves of shrubs about two metres above the ground, beneath the canopy (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Larsen (2005a) states that they appear to spend most of the time high up.

Flight period: All year but commonest from April to August (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Coffea species (Rubiaceae) [Jackson, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 166; East Africa].

Galiniera saxifraga (Rubiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 104].

Keetia species (Rubiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 104].

Mussaenda arcuata Lam. ex Poiret (Rubiaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 166].

Rothmannia fischeri (K. Schum.) Bullock (Rubiaceae) [Bampton, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 166].

Rutidea species (Rubiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 104].
Deudorix (Virachola) lorisona lorisona (Hewitson, 1862)

Myrina lorisona Hewitson, 1862 in Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 37 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution:  Guinea, Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Sao Tome and Principe (Principe), Gabon, Congo, Central Africn Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Tshopo, Equateur, Kinshasa, Sankuru, Lualaba, Shaba), Uganda, Kenya (west of the Rift Valley), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Dubreka (Larsen, 2005a); Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).
bimaculata Hewitson, 1874 (as sp. of Myrina).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 353 (343-355).  Gabon: “Gaboon”.
alticola Aurivillius, 1923 in Schultze and Aurivillius, 1923 (as sp. of Deudorix).   Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika Expedition 1(17): 1217 (1113-1242).  Equatorial Guinea: “O-Wassa, 800 m.”.
obliterata Hawker-Smith, 1928 (as f. of Deudorix lorisona).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaines 16: 215 (214-216).  Sao Tome and Principe: “St. Principe I., 2000 ft.”.
unimaculata Hawker-Smith, 1928 (as f. of Deudorix lorisona).  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaines 16: 215 (214-216).  Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja River”.
albifrons Stempffer, 1948 (as f. of Deudorix lorisona).  Revue Française d’Entomologie 15: 185 (185-196).  Kenya: “Shungura, valleé de l’Omo”.
Deudorix (Virachola) lorisona coffea Jackson, 1966

Deudorix (Virachola) lorisona coffea Jackson, 1966.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (13) 8: 529 (523-531).
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Deudorix lorisona coffea.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Victoria Falls, S. Rhodesia.  7.VII.46.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3806).
Type locality: Kenya: “Nairobi; Thika”.

Distribution: Kenya (east of the Rift Valley), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Livingstone; Mumbwa; Ndola; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Amatongas; Vila Gouveia; Gogói; Border Farm (Pennington); Xiluvo (the Cooksons).

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls (Pennington); Dichwe Farm, near Chinhoyi (Chitty); Witchwood Valley (Barnes); Matobo Hills; Harare (Pringle, et al., 1994); Pungwe (D. and R. Plowes).
Deudorix (Virachola) lorisona baronica Ungemach, 1932

Deudorix baronica Ungemach, 1932.  Mémoires de la Société des Sciences Naturelles (et Physiques) du Maroc 32: 82 (1-122).

Deudorix (Virachola) lorisona baronica Ungemach, 1932.  Larsen, 2005a.

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Baro River”.

Distribution: Sudan, Ethiopia (south-west), Uganda (east), Kenya (north-west), Tanzania (north-west), Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east), Burundi.

rutshuruensis Berger, 1981 (as sp. of Virachola).  Les Papillons du Zaire: 273 (543 pp.). Bruxelles.  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kivu-Nord, Rutshuru”.  Synonymized with baronica by Libert, 2004 ?
Deudorix (Virachola) lorisona sesse Stempffer & Jackson, 1962

Deudorix (Virachola) lorisona sesse Stempffer & Jackson, 1962.  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of London (B) 31: 34 (33-37).

Type locality: Uganda: “Sesse Isles, Bugalla Island”.

Distribution: Uganda (Sesse Isles [Bugalla], Lake Victoria).
Deudorix (Virachola) lorisona abriana Libert, 2004

Ref. ?

Type locality: 

Distribution: Senegal (Basse Casamance), Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea (Fouta Djalon).
Deudorix (Virachola) magda Gifford, 1963

Deudorix (Virachola) magda Gifford, 1963.  Entomologist 96: 46 (43-48).
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Deudorix magda.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Chitora Rd, S. Rhodesia.  27:4:61.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3810).
Type locality: Malawi: “Mitsidi Hill, Blantyre”.

Distribution: Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe (north and east).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Lusaka; Ndola; Luanshya; Mufulira; Lake Bangweulu (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Mutare (Sheppard); Arcturus; Christon Bank; Hwedza Mountain; Pungwe Bridge; Trelawney; Butler North; Vumba; Nyanga (Pringle, et al., 1994); Bomponi on the Burma Valley Road (the Cooksons); Troutbeck Inn (Pennington); summit of the Chimanimani Mountains (Mullin).

Common name: Dusky playboy.

Habitat: Brachystegia-Uapaca woodland (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Males are avid hilltoppers.  Both sexes feed from flowers, including mesembryanthemums (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: The species is apparently double-brooded, with spring and late summer broods (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Mullin, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 167 [as Deudorix (Viracola) magda; Chimanimani Mountains, Zimbabwe].

"Mullin recorded hundreds of eggs on larval foodplants on a summit of the Chimanimani Mountains, some individual fruits supporting over a dozen eggs.  The larva feeds on the seeds within the fruit."

Larval food:

Uapaca kirkiana Müll. Arg. (Euphorbiaceae) [Owen-Johnston, 1987: 3] (Metamorphosis 1 (20): 3, Dec., 1987).

Note: Larsen (2005a) treats magda as a synonym of caliginosa (check Libert, 2004 to see if this is the author who formally synonymized them).
Deudorix (Virachola) montana (Kielland, 1985)

Virachola montana Kielland, 1985.  Lambillionea 85: 110 (95-112).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Iringa, Usungwa Range, Nyumbenita Mt., 2300 m”.  First description of male by Kielland, 1993 (Lambillionea 93 (1) (Tome II): 114 (114-116)).
Distribution: Tanzania (Nyumbenito Mountain in the Uzungwa Range; Lugoda in Mufindi), Malawi..

Habitat:

Flight period: Recorded in March and April.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Rutidea fuscescens (Rubiaceae).  A shrub, growing on the edges of the golf course in Mufindi (Congdon, cited by Kielland, 1993).
Deudorix (Virachola) mpanda (Kielland, 1990)

Virachola mpanda Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania: 197 (363 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mpanda, Ihassa Mt., 1700 m”.  Described from a male and a female taken in August, 1973.  Types in the collection of J. Kielland.

Original description:

“Male.  Upperside of the wings blackish-blue, but paler or more greyish than in Pilodeudorix rodgersi and P. zelomima; h.w. lobed with a fine tail at end of vein 2.  Underside very pale brownish-grey; f.w. with rather wide, squarish post-discal spots, conjoined to a band, slightly darker than the ground colour, but outlined by a brown and a white line; the band is irregularly tapering towards the hind margin; there is an oblong spot, outlined in brown at cell end; a rather faint, brownish sub-marginal line.  H.w. with a similar, rather irregular post-discal band, curved parallel with the distal margin; a spot at cell end as in the f.w.; a submarginal and a marginal brownish line and a round, submarginal black spot in space 2, surrounded by pale orange; there was also a black spot on the lobe (this is now ripped off).  Length of f.w. 18 mm.  Male genitalia (fig. 135).  Close to that of V. diocles and V. dinochares, subunci longer, more slender and evenly curved (not angled as in the other two); a hooked apophysis at the beginning of the bend (not knob-like as in the other two species); valva small; their distal half consisting of a finger-like process, slightly recurved, outer edges slightly pilose, distal end blunt.  Aedeagus typical for Virachola, long and narrow, slightly dilated at the apex; its vesica bearing a long series of cornuti, the distal one not longer than the rest which it is in some Virachola.  Female.  Upperside brown; f.w. with blue basal dusting; a brown streak at cell end; h.w. with pale-blue discal streaks between brown-indicated veins.  Underside as in the male.”
Distribution: Tanzania (west - Mpanda district).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Ihassa Mountain, 1 700 m, Sandstone Ridge, Mpanda (TL); margin of Ntakatta Forest (Kielland, 1990).
Habitat: Montane (1 400 to 1 700 m), with scattered stunted woodland and forest margins (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: Nothing published.
Deudorix (Virachola) nicephora Hulstaert, 1924

Deudorix nicephora Hulstaert, 1924.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 173 (112-122, 173-194).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Elisabethville, I.”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (type locality only), Angola.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Deudorix (Virachola) odana Druce, 1887

Deudorix odana Druce, 1887.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 23: 204 (203-205).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroon Mts.”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Tshopo, Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west; Larsen, 1991).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Oussouiye (Larsen, 2005a).

Guinea – Mamou (Larsen, 2005a); Seredou (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Mt Elgon; Malakisi; Soy; Kakamega (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Indigo playboy.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: An uncommon butterfly, most often seen in the dry season, when both sexes mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).  Individuals may be found feeding from flowers (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages:

Farquharson, 1921: 378.  (Nigeria)


The larva is apparently very similar to that of Deudorix antalus.

Jackson, 1947: 45 (Malabigambo Forest, Uganda)


“Egg.  Deposited on the leaves or stems of terminal shoots.  Large, nearly 1 mm in diameter, evenly domed, with a minute apical depression, and finely sculptured.  Colour white or very pale green.  Larva.  When half-grown it is hairy and reddish-brown; segments 5 to 8 with a large red patch, 1 and 2 wholly red and greatly swollen; segment 2 with a small highly polished sclerotised patch; head large, black and polished; anal segments flattened and shield-shaped; no sign of tubercles or gland.  Mature larva dull greyish-brown with five rows of prominent black spots, not reaching the flattened anal segemnts.  Collar and segment 2 bright shiny red; segments 3 and 4 black; small hairy tufts arise in rows between the black spots.  Body broad, and segmental divisions very corrugated.  Length 18 mm, width 5 mm.  Pupa.  Light brown, darker along sides of thorax, with dorsal rows of small black spots.  Thorax slightly domed and rather longer than usual for the genus, otherwise a typical Deudorix pupa.  It lies flat, within the seed pod.  Length 11-12 mm.

Larval food:

The pods of a leguminous tree (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1947: 45].

Canavalia ensiformis D.C. (Fabaceae) [Farquharson, 1921; on seeds in pods (Nigeria)].

Caesalpinia species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 207; seed pods].

Deudorix (Virachola) penningtoni van Son, 1949

Deudorix penningtoni van Son, 1949.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 21 (2): 213 (209-216).
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Deudorix penningtoni male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Images courtesy Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
Type locality: South Africa: “Hills, 10 miles inland from the western shores of False Bay, Zululand”.

Diagnosis: The male is distinguished from the closely related D. vansoni by the triangular orange patch on the forewing; the females are indistinguishable. The genitalia of the two species are identical and G. Henning vide Pringle, et al. (1994) notes that transitional males have been bred.  This suggests that these insects may be conspecific, the males having two different colour forms.

Distribution: Tanzania (south-west); South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Mijburgh).

Mpumalanga – Steelpoort (the Pringles).

KwaZulu-Natal – Lebombo Hills (Swanepoel, 1953); False Bay (Pennington).

Common name: Pennington’s playboy.

Habitat: Savanna (moist).

Habits: Specimens usually fly around and settle on the tops of tall trees.  Because of this habit, and their small size, they are often overlooked (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year, with a strong emergence in September and October (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Acacia caffra (Thunb.) Willd. (Fabaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 167; erroneous - see Williams, 1996: 132].

Acacia burkei Benth. (Fabaceae) [Williams, 1996: 132; various localities in northern KwaZulu-Natal and Warmbaths, Limpopo Province].
Deudorix (Virachola) renidens (Mabille, 1884)

Hypolycaena renidens Mabille, 1884.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 28: 186 (184-191).

Type locality: [Madagasacar].  No locality.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Specific localities:

Madagascar – Maroantsetra (Lamberton; specimens in the MNHN, Paris; material collected before 1922 (Lees et al., 2003).

Habitat: Unknown (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Deudorix (Virachola) suk Stempffer, 1948

Deudorix (Virachola) suk Stempffer, 1948.  Revue Française d’Entomologie 15: 186 (185-196).

Type locality: Kenya: “Kacheliba, Suk”.

Distribution: Uganda (east), Kenya (west and central).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kacheliba; Mbagathi Ridge; Kathini Ridge; Yatta Plateau; Isiolo (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Suk playboy.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Acacia spp. (Fabaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 326; in galls].

Associated ant:


Pheidole species (Formicidae) [Van Someren, 1974: 326].
Deudorix (Virachola) ufipa Kielland, 1978

Deudorix (Virachola) ufipa Kielland, 1978.  Tijdschrift voor Entomologie 121: 203 (147-237).
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Deudorix species close to ufipa.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Mafinga.  20.IX.81.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Deudorix species close to ufipa.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Mafinga.  20.IX.81.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: Tanzania: “Ufipa, Chala”.

Distribution: Tanzania (west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Known from a pair (illustrated above) collected in the Mafinga Mountains (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: A montane species (Heath, et al., 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Suspected to be the berries of Rutidea species (Rubiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 104].
Deudorix (Virachola) vansomereni Stempffer, 1951

Deudorix (Virachola) vansomereni Stempffer, 1951.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 56: 120 (119-128).

Type locality: Kenya: “Teita Hills”.

Distribution: Kenya (south-east), Tanzania (north-east ).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Teita Hills (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Kindoroko Forest Reserve, North Pare Mountains at 2100 m (Cordeiro, 1995).

Common name: Van Someren’s playboy.

Habitat: Forest (Cordeiro, 1995).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Acacia species (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 209].

Agalana obliqua Scheilenb. (= heterophylla Gilman) (Connoraceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 326].
Deudorix (Virachola) vansoni Pennington, 1948

Deudorix vansoni Pennington, 1948.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 10: 165 (164-169).

Type locality: South Africa: “Hluhluwe, Zululand”.

Distribution: Malawi, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Mpumalanga – south-east, KwaZulu-Natal), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – near Chinhoyi (Hart); Cross Kopje, Mutare (D. and R. Plowes).

Mpumalanga – Pongola (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Ingweni (Swanepoel, 1953); 12 km north of Hluhluwe (Swanepoel and Pennington); southern end of the Lebombo Mountains (Pennington); Makatini Flats; near Eshowe (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Van Son’s playboy.

Habitat: Savanna (moist).

Habits: Males hilltop, flying around the crown of trees on the summit.

Flight period: All year but with a strong emergence in September and October (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Acacia caffra (Thunb.) Willd. (Fabaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 167; erroneous - see Williams, 1996: 132].

Acacia burkei Benth. (Fabaceae) [Williams, 1996: 132; various localities in northern KwaZulu-Natal and Warmbaths, Limpopo Province].
Deudorix (Virachola) wardii (Mabille, 1878)

Hypolycaena wardii Mabille, 1878.  Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France 3: 82 (81-95).

Deudorix (Virachola) wardi (Mabille, 1878).  Ackery et al., 1995 [misspelling].

Deudorix (Virachola) wardii (Mabille, 1878).  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Madagasacar: “Madagascar”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Specific localities:

Madagascar – Maroantsetra (Lamberton; specimens in the MNHN, Paris; material collected before 1922 (Lees et al., 2003).

Habitat: Unknown (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
rutila Mabille, 1878 (as sp. of Thecla).  Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France 3: 83 (81-95).  Madagasacar: “Madagascar”.
diopolis Hewitson, 1878 in Hewitson, 1862-78 (as sp. of Deudorix).  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 30 (Suppl.) (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.  No locality.  [Ackery, et al., 1995: 615 state that Mabille’s names may only have been published in 1879; if this is substantiated, Hewitson’s name would have priority.].
rutilans Mabille, 1887 in Grandidier, 1885-7 (as sp. of Thecla).  Histoire, Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar: pl. 30a (18 [1887]: 364 pp.; 19 [1885]: 55pls.).  Madagasacar: “Madagascar”.  [Invalid; subsequent mis-spelling of rutila Mabille.]
Genus Capys Hewitson, 1865
In: Hewitson, 1862-78.  Illustrations of diurnal lepidoptera. Lycaenidae: 59 (1: 1-228; 2: 95 pp.; Supplement: 1-48.). London.
Type-species: Papilio alphaeus Cramer, by monotypy.

= Scoptes Hübner, 1819 in Hübner, 1816-1826.  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge: 111 (432 + 72 pp.). Augsburg.  Type-species: Papilio alphaeus Cramer, by subsequent designation (Butler, 1869 in Butler, 1869-74.  Lepidoptera Exotica, or descriptions and illustrations of exotic lepidoptera: 176, footnote (190 pp.). London.).  [Invalid; suppressed, except for priority - see Opinion 1398, 1986 (Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 43: 152-153).]

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 16 species.

Generic review by Henning and Henning, 1988 (Durban Museum Novitates 14: 102-139).

Capys alphaeus (Cramer, 1777)

Papilio alphaeus Cramer, 1777.  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waereld-deelen Asia, Africa en America 2: 131 (151 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.
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Capys alphaeus alphaeus male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Du Toit’s Kloof, Western Cape Province, South Africa 18 December.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
Type locality: South Africa: “Cap de bonne Esperance”.

Distribution: South Africa, Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Common name: Orange-banded protea butterfly.

Habitat: 

Habits: Males fly very rapidly, in the vicinity of proteas, selecting perches on rocks or low vegetation from which they defend territories.  When perched the wings are usually held closed.  Females are less often seen and are most often encountered in and around proteas, while seeking protea buds on which to lay their eggs.  They are seldom seen on flowers but have been noted feeding from a Serruria species (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year in the Cape Peninsula.  In other parts they have spring and autumn broods (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Murray, 1935.

Clark & Dickson, 1952: 20.

"The eggs are rather large for a butterfly of its size, being 1.6 mm. in diameter by 1.0 mm. high.  They are dome shaped and have a very fine tracery on the surface.  They are laid on the side of a young [protea] bud and are dull white.  The egg stage is from 6-10 days.  The larva is 3 mm. long on hatching.  It is pale brown with black head and dark brown spines.  The final segment is flattened and has a black shield on it and a fringe of spines on the periphery.  It progresses through five instars and attains a final length of 25 mm.  After the first instar the larva is pale dull yellow or brick, the shade deepening in subsequent instars, the brick changing to rich chestnut.  In the final instar the larva is pale yellow with blue spots or pale brown or purple brown with darker brown markings.  The newly hatched larva burrows into the bud and spends the whole of its larval state inside feeding on the undeveloped seeds, then on the lower core.  There is a honey gland but there are no tubercles.  The larval period is 45-50 days.  The larva enlarges the hole through which it had entered to a sufficient size to enable the imago to emerge and pupatesin the cavity in the now nearly developed flower.  The pupa is of a chestnut colour and is secured to the side of the hole by a girdle and hooks on the final segment.  The pupal period is from 14 to 18 days." [B & W drawings of egg, final instar larva and pupa on plate opposite p.12].

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 126, plate 60 [as Capys alphaeus; Tzitzikama Mountains, Western Cape].

"Egg:  1.6 mm diam. x 1 mm high.  A large egg, for a Lycaenid.  Laid singly on the surface of a bud, hatching after 10 days.  It is pure white and is easily seen.  Larva:  1st instar 3 mm, growing to 6 mm in 5 days; 2nd instar growing to 9.5 mm in 6 days; 3rd instar growing to 13.5 mm in 6 days; 4th instar growing to 18 mm in 6 days; 5th instar growing to 25 mm in 15 days.  The honey-gland is very small and apparently only present in the 4th and 5th instars.  There are no tubercles.  The newly hatched larva burrows into the bud and eats its way to the young stamens, and feeds downward to the forming seeds.  When at rest the posterior shield seals the tunnel entrance, which is later used as an exit.  The larva moults and pupates within the Protea-head.  The species is multibrooded but in some cases diapause or hibernation may take place.  Although the larva usually remains in the same Protea-head which it had originally entered, this is not invariably the case.  Pupa:  14-15 mm.  Secured by the cremastral hooks to a silken lining within the bud.  Normally the imago emerges after 14-18 days.  Parasites:  Egg.  Attacked by Chalcids."  "Recorded from eggs and larvae from the Tzitzikama Mountains, Cape Province."

Henning, S., 1984 - which subspecies?

Larval food:

Protea burchellii (Proteaceae) [Kroon, 1999].

Protea cynaroides (L.) L. (Proteaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 126].

Protea grandiceps Tratt. (Proteaceae) [Ball, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 164].

Protea magnifica (Proteaceae) [Kroon teste Botha & Botha, 2006].
Protea nitida Mill. (syn. P. arborea Houtt.) (Proteaceae) [Lunt, in Clark and Dickson, 1971: 126].

Protea pulchella (Proteaceae) [Pennington, in Clark and Dickson, 1971: 126].

Protea repens (L.) L. (syn. P. mellifera L.) [Pennington, in Clark and Dickson, 1971: 126].

Protea roupelliae Meisn. (Proteaceae) [Pennington, in Clark and Dickson, 1971: 126].

Protea subvestita N.E. Br. (Proteaecae) [Pennington, in Clark and Dickson, 1971: 126].

Capys alphaeus alphaeus (Cramer, 1777)

Papilio alphaeus Cramer, 1777.  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waereld-deelen Asia, Africa en America 2: 131 (151 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht.
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Capys alphaeus alphaeus male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Du Toit’s Kloof, Western Cape Province, South Africa 18 December.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
Type locality: South Africa: “Cap de bonne Esperance”.

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province - west, Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Grahamstown (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Western Cape Province – Cape Peninsula; Durbanville (Swanepoel, 1953); Tygerberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Paarl (Swanepoel, 1953); Du Toits Kloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Stellenbosch (Swanepoel, 1953); Franschhoek (Swanepoel, 1953); Tulbagh (Swanepoel, 1953); Malmesbury (Swanepoel, 1953); Piketberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Montagu (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953); Swartberg Pass (Swanepoel, 1953); Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Cambria (Swanepoel, 1953); Hankey (Swanepoel, 1953); Karbonaaitjies (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Citrusdal; Kouebokkeveld (Pringle, et al., 1994); Elands Bay (G. Henning).
Capys alphaeus extentus Quickelberge, 1979

Capys alphaeus extentus Quickelberge, 1979.  Durban Museum Novitates 12: 25 (19-26).
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Capys alphaeus extentus male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Camel’s Hump, Drakensberg, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 20 December, 2002.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
Type locality: South Africa: “Karkloof, Natal”.

Diagnosis: In this subspecies the orange-red ground-colour on the upperside is lighter and more extensive than in the nominate subspecies, the forewing is more pointed, and the hindwing is less rounded.  Specimens from the Wolkberg populations, inexplicably, often resemble those of the nominate subspecies (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province; Mpumalanga; North West Province; Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province - east) , Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Haenerstburg – Welcome Mine (Swanepoel, 1953); Paardevlei (Swanepoel, 1953); Houtbosdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”); Wolkberg (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Pilgrim’s Rest (Swanepoel, 1953); near Stoffberg (Williams).
North West Province – Potchefstroom (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953).
KwaZulu-Natal – Loteni (Swanepoel, 1953); Giant’s Castle (Swanepoel, 1953); Thabamhlope (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Mount Gilboa.

Free State Province – Clarens; Witkoppe (G. Henning).

Eastern Cape Province – Gaika’s Kop (Swanepoel, 1953); Kokstad (Swanepoel, 1953); Stutterheim (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Capys bamptoni Henning & Henning, 1988

Capys bamptoni Henning & Henning, 1988.  Durban Museum Novitates 14: 115 (102-139).

Type locality: Sudan: “Imatong Mountains”.

Distribution: Sudan (Imatong and Didinga Mountains).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Capys brunneus Aurivillius, 1916

Capys brunneus Aurivillius, 1916.  Arkiv för Zoologi 10 (14): 5 (6 pp.).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kigonsera”.

Distribution: Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Capys brunneus brunneus Aurivillius, 1916

Capys brunneus Aurivillius, 1916.  Arkiv för Zoologi 10 (14): 5 (6 pp.).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kigonsera”.

Distribution: Tanzania (south and west), Malawi.
Capys brunneus heathi Henning & Henning, 1988

Capys brunneus heathi Henning & Henning, 1988.  Durban Museum Novitates 14: 121 (102-139).
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Capys brunneus heathi.  Male (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Bred ex (L)isombo, Ikelenge, Zambia.  1.XII.81.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Henning collection - H402).
Type locality: Zambia: “Isombo, Ikelenge”.

Distribution: Zambia.
Capys calpurnia Henning & Henning, 1988

Capys calpurnia Henning & Henning, 1988.  Durban Museum Novitates 14: 116 (102-139).

Type locality: Kenya: “Mount Nyiro”.

Distribution: Kenya.  Described from a single female.  Additional material, including males, was obtained by S.C. Collins in July, 1989 (Larsen, 1991).

Habitat: Montane grassland at about 2 100 m.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Protea gaguedi (Proteaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 210].
Capys catharus Riley, 1932

Capys catharus Riley, 1932.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (10) 10: 144 (137-152).
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Capys catharus catharus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Kundalila Falls, Zambia, 4800 ft.  25/8/81.  Bred.  I.B.  (Henning collection - H403).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Region de M’pala, Tanganyika Prov.”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Burundi.

Habitat: Montane grassland.  In Kenya C. catharus rileyi occurs together with C. juliae in the Cherangani Hills but at altitudes about 500 m lower down than juliae (Larsen, 1991: 211).  The two taxa also breed on different species of Protea which, in turn, are also altitudinally segregated.

Early stages:

Jackson, 1947: 44 (Trans Nzoia; Kenya)


The larva burrows into the young unopened buds.  It may be found occasionally in flowers just after they open.  Egg.  More rounded than the usual lycaenid type, with circular flattened base, patterned with a rough reticulation.  White, with a diameter of 0.75 mm.  It is laid on the immature buds, usually near the stalk.  Larva.  The newly-hatched larva immediately burrows into the flower-bud.  Mature larva reddish-brown with black spiracles and a black patch and spots on the collar; segment rings with thick black transverse bars.  Shape somewhat flattened, tapering gradually to the anal extremity, with well-defined segmentation and scalloped lateral edges.  Anal segments flattened and shield-shaped.  On either side of the shield are a pair of tubercles somewhat resembling the spiracles but brown instead of black, and more widely oval.  Under stimulation from an ant or hair-brush, these spiracles appear to open, disclosing a whitish interior; upon one occasion, under extreme provocation, an opaque white substance was exuded.  Neither gland nor tubercles appear to be present.  Head large, protected by a heavy sclerotised collar.  Until the last instar the skin is smooth, polished and semi-transparent.  When full-grown it is roughened and coated with short spiny hair.  Length 20 mm.  Pupa.  In captivity, placed on bark and well hidden, being dark blackish brown.  It is regularly formed with a slight waist, the abdominal segments being wide and flattened, but rising above the level of the thoracic segments.  The female pupa measures 13 mm x 6 mm, the male being slightly smaller.” 

Larval food:

Protea species (Proteaceae) [Jackson, 1947: 44 (Kenya].

Protea madiensis (Proteaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 212].
Capys catharus catharus Riley, 1932

Capys catharus Riley, 1932.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (10) 10: 144 (137-152).
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Capys catharus catharus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Kundalila Falls, Zambia, 4800 ft.  25/8/81.  Bred.  I.B.  (Henning collection - H403).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Region de M’pala, Tanganyika Prov.”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south - Lualaba, Tanganika), Burundi, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (north and east).
Capys catharus rileyi Stempffer, 1967

Capys catharus rileyi Stempffer, 1967.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) Supplement 10: 172 (332 pp.).

Type locality: Kenya: [“Trans-Nzoia District”.]

Distribution: Uganda (east), Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – East Surrey Estate (Cherangani Hills); near Kisii in the South Kavirondo (Larsen, 1991).

Note: Larsen (1991: 212) treats rileyi as a full species, stating that he does so because males of rileyi have no androconial patch, whereas nominate catharus (ex Zambia) does.  He does not, however, formally raise rileyi to species level.
rileyi Stoneham, 1938 (as female f. of Capys catharus).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (36): 1 (3 pp.).  Kenya: “Trans-Nzoia District”.
Capys collinsi Henning & Henning, 1988

Capys collinsi Henning & Henning, 1988.  Durban Museum Novitates 14: 114 (102-139).

Type locality: Kenya: “Oldonyo Sabuk”.

Distribution: Kenya (central).  Known only from the type locality (the isolated mountian, Ol’Doniyo Sabuk, near Thika).

Common name: Collins’ protea butterfly.

Habitat: Montane grassland.  The species is threatened by cutting of the larval foodplant for firewood (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Protea gaguedi (Proteaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 211].
Capys connexivus Butler, 1897

Capys connexivus Butler, 1897.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 831 (817-850).
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Capys connexivus connexivus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Kasekera, Kigoma, Tanz.  Nov 72.  J. Kielland.  (Henning collection - H404).
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Capys connexivus connexivus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 40mm.  Kundalda Falls, Zambia.  Em 9 Sep 1974.  Bred on Protea.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H404A).

Type locality: Malawi: “Kasungu Mountain, 5945 feet alt., Nyika”.

Diagnosis: Close to C. disjunctus from which it differs in the following respects: in the male the marginal border is broader and the orange ground-colour on the upperside is darker.  In the female the small orange discal patch on the forewing is absent and the ground-colour of the upperside is violet-grey (silver-grey in disjunctus) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Angola, Zimbabwe.

Common name: African protea butterfly.

Habitat: 

Flight period: All year but commonest from August to November (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Henning, G. and Henning, S., 1988: 112.

Larval food:

Protea gaguedi Gmel. (Proteaceae) [G. and S. Henning, 1988: 112].

Protea angolensis Welw. (Proteaceae) [G. and S. Henning, 1988: 112].
Capys connexivus connexivus Butler, 1897

Capys connexivus Butler, 1897.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 831 (817-850).
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Capys connexivus connexivus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Kasekera, Kigoma, Tanz.  Nov 72.  J. Kielland.  (Henning collection - H404).

[image: image95.jpg]


[image: image96.jpg]



Capys connexivus connexivus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 40mm.  Kundalda Falls, Zambia.  Em 9 Sep 1974.  Bred on Protea.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H404A).

Type locality: Malawi: “Kasungu Mountain, 5945 feet alt., Nyika”.

Distribution: Tanzania (west), Malawi, Zambia (north and central), Angola, Zimbabwe (west and north).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – north of Harare; Bulawayo (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Capys connexivus gardineri Henning & Henning, 1988

Capys connexivus gardineri Henning & Henning, 1988.  Durban Museum Novitates 14: 113 (102-139).
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Capys connexivus gardineri.  Male (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Mufulira, Zambia.  27 February 1982.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Henning collection - H405).
Type locality: Zambia: “Mufulira”.

Distribution: Zambia (Mufulira area).
Capys cupreus Henning & Henning, 1988

Capys cupreus Henning & Henning, 1988.  Durban Museum Novitates 14: 118 (102-139).

Type locality: Kenya: “Rongai”.

Distribution: Kenya.  Known only from the type locality.

Common name: Cupreous protea butterfly.

Habitat: Montane grassland, at 2 000 to 2 200 m altitude, on the Mau escarpment.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Protea gaguedi (Proteaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 212].
Capys disjunctus Trimen, 1895

Capys disjunctus Trimen, 1895.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1895: 190 (181-194).

[image: image99.jpg]


[image: image100.jpg]



Capys disjunctus male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Utopia Resort, Rustenburg District, North West Province, South Africa 10 September, 2005.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
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Capys disjunctus female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Roodepoort, Gauteng, South Africa 27 December, 2002.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
Type locality: South Africa: “Natal, Inchanga; Transvaal, Barberton”; Zimbabwe: “Mashunaland, Salisbury and Mazoe District”.

Distribution: Zimbabwe (east), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Mazowe (Marshall); Harare; Nyanga (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Limpopo – Haenerstburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Houtbosdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik – Helpmekaar (Swanepoel, 1953); Groenbult (Swanepoel, 1953); Groot Spelonken (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoutpansberg (Swanepoel, 1953).
Mpumalanga – Sheba Mine above Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Barberton (Palmer).

North West Province – Potchefstroom (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Gauteng – Johannesburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Krugersdorp (Pringle, et al., 1994); Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001); Hornsnek near Pretoria (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Pinetown (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban – Malvern (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Botha’s Hill (Millar); Umzumbe (Pringle, et al., 1994; proteas at this locality destroyed for agriculture); Margate (Swanepoel, 1953); 15 km inland from Port Edward (the Millars).

Eastern Cape Province – Amatola Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Russet protea butterfly.

Habitat: Grassland, with proteas, from near sea-level to 1 700 m.

Habits: Males fly rapidly around proteas on the tops of hills and ridges.  They settle on the leaves and twigs (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: August to April; commonest in September and October, and again in January (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Leigh, 1909.  [Ask Graham Henning for ref.?  It is mentioned in the text but not specified in their review of the genus published in 1988].

Murray, 1935.

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 127, plate 61 [as Capys disjunctus disjunctus; ? Transvaal (sensu lato)].

"Egg:  1 mm diam. x 0.6 mm high.  Laid singly on buds of Protea.  The eggs are pure white with a fine ribbing-tracery, punctuated at the intersections by small moles.  They hatch after some 10 days.  Larva:  5th (final) instar.  The larva is of the same form as that of C. alphaeus, and it is vari-coloured:  yellowish to brownish-orange with prominent blue markings and, in places, green.  Individual larvae probably vary in their colouring and these notes were made from a single specimen which was being reared.  A very large number of short, pointed setae are distributed over the surface of the body, and the outer portion of the body is fringed with more hair-like setae.  Adjoining, and posterior to, the honey-gland there is a cluster of very small, black specialized setae of the type shown in the figure of the honey-gland.  The larva is devoid of tubercles.  When infesting a Protea-head it behaves in a similar manner to the larva of C. alphaeus.  Pupa:  14 mm.  Secured by the cremastral hooks to a silken lining within the bud.  Normally the imago emerges after 14-18 days.  The colouring and the form of the pupa are shown clearly in the plate, but some darkening is likely to occur before emergence takes place.  Parasites:  Egg.  Attacked by Chalcids."  "Mr W.H. Henning states...'Disjunctus larvae do not normally leave the Protea bud, but we once had a head that contained two larvae.  Whether they were the result of two separate females laying on the same bud I do not know, but these two larvae must have been overcrowded, especially as the protea bud in question was only 1 inch [25 mm.] in diameter and the larvae came out for exercise and eventually pupated outside on the same day.  We could not find even one 'entrance' hole, only the 2 exits.  I prefer to think that they were 'twins' as we eventually obtained 2 perfect  miniature disjunctus, which grace our collection to this day.'  "Recorded, apparently, from eggs and larvae from the Transvaal."

Larval food:

Protea abyssinica Willd. (Proteaceae) [Murray, in Clark and Dickson, 1971: 127].

Protea angolensis Welw. (Proteaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 164].

Protea caffra Meisn. (Proteaceae) [W. Henning, in Clark and Dickson, 1971: 127].

Protea gaguedi (Proteaceae) [Kroon, 1999].
Protea gazensis Beard (Proteaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 164].

Protea hirta Klotz. (Proteaceae) [Platt (1921) in Clark and Dickson, 1971: 127].

Protea multibracteata Phill. (Proteaceae) [Platt (1921) in Clark and Dickson, 1971: 127].

Protea petiolaris (Engl. ex Hiern.) Bak. (Proteaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 164].
Protea welwitschii Engl. (Proteaceae) [G. and S. Henning, 1988: 109].

Capys bamendanus Schultze, 1909

Capys disjunctus bamendanus Schultze, 1909.  Societas Entomologica 24: 19 (17-19).

Capys bamendanus Schultze, 1909.  Larsen, 2005a.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Babungo-Jungen”.

Distribution: Cameroon (central).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Babungo-Jungen (TL); Wak near Ngaoundere (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Cameroon protea playboy.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Capys hermes Henning & Henning, 1988

Capys hermes Henning & Henning, 1988.  Durban Museum Novitates 14: 109 (102-139).

Type locality: Kenya: “Lesiolo, Maralal, 2500 m”.

Distribution: Kenya (central).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Lesiolo/Maralal; Menengai Crater, near Nakuru (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Hermes protea butterfly.

Habitat: Montane grassland.  The Menengai population is threatened by firewood cutters who have destroyed many of the larval foodplants; the Lesiolo population is, apparently, safe (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Protea gaguedi (Proteaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 210].
Capys juliae Henning & Henning, 1988

Capys juliae Henning & Henning, 1988.  Durban Museum Novitates 14: 117 (102-139).

Type locality: Kenya: “Cherangani Hills”.

Distribution: Kenya (north-west).

Specific locality: Cherangani Hills.

Common name: Julia’s protea copper.

Habitat: Montane grassland at altitudes of 2 100 to 2 400 m (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Protea gaguedi (Proteaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 211].
Capys meruensis Henning & Henning, 1988

Capys meruensis Henning & Henning, 1988.  Durban Museum Novitates 14: 111 (102-139).

Type locality: Kenya: “Meru, Mount Kenya”.

Distribution: Kenya.  Known only from the type locality.

Common name: Meru protea butterfly.

Habitat: Montane grassland at an altitude of 2 300 m (Larsen, 1991: 211).  The species is threatened by cutting of the larval foodplant for firewood (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Protea gaguedi (Proteaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 211].
Capys penningtoni Riley, 1932

Capys penningtoni Riley, 1932.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (10) 10: 142 (137-152).

Type locality: South Africa: “Natal, Inhlozane”.

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal - Midlands).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Summit of the Inhlozane Mountains, in the Dargle district (Morphew; TL); Farrer’s Farm, near Boston (G. Pennington); Farm Howard Hill, near Elandskop (Pennington); Bulwer; Loteni (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Pennington’s protea butterfly.

Habitat: Grassland, with proteas.

Flight period: September and October (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Conservation status: Classified as vulnerable in the South African Red Data List.

Early stages:

Pennington, 1946: 22 (or 128?) [Elandskop district, KwaZulu-Natal].

Henning, S.F., and Henning, G.A., 1988.

Larval food:

Protea caffra Meisn. (Proteaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 164].
Protea simplex (Proteaceae) [Pennington, 1946: 22; as P. flanagani Phillips].

Capys stuarti Collins & Larsen, 2000

Capys stuarti Collins & Larsen, 2000.  Metamorphosis 11 (2): 65 (57-75).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Nigeria, Anara Forest Reserve, Jos area, 15.ii.1980. (S. Norman leg., coll. Natural History Museum [London]).”  Described from a single male and two females from the type locality.

Distribution: Nigeria.  Known only from the type locality.

Common name: Kaduna protea playboy.

Habitat: Lowland Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: Recorded in February.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Protea madiensis (syn. P. ellioti) (Proteaceae) [Larsen, 2005a].
Capys usambarae Congdon & Collins, 1998

Capys usambarae Congdon & Collins, 1998.  In: Congdon and Collins, 1998.  Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 101 (143 pp.). Abri and Lambillionea.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Usambara, Ambangulu, 3500 ft, iv.1993, S C Collins ex I Bampton.”  In ABRI, Nairobi. 

Distribution: Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Ambangulu, West Usambara Mountains (Warren-Gash, vide Congdon and Collins, 1998).  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: Steep, rocky hillsides

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Protea species (Proteaceae) [Congdon and Collins, 1998; at type locality].

Capys vorgasi Larsen & Collins, 2003

Capys vorgasi Larsen & Collins, 2003.  Metamorphosis 14 (3): 93 (63-110).

Type locality: Ghana: “Volta Region, Likpe”.  Holotype (male) in the African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi.

General remarks: Named for Richard Vorgas, who collected most of the type series (Collins et al., 2003).

Diagnosis: C. stuarti, found on the Jos Plateau some 850 km to the east, differs from vorgasi in the following respects: smaller; upperside a more subdued orange; androconial patch absent; underside much paler (Collins et al., 2003).

Distribution: Ghana (Volta Region).

Common name: Volta protea playboy.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
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