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With the exception of the genus Pseudaletis, which has rather different genitalia and facies, the remaining genera are united by similar genitalic morphology.  There are about 250 species, the majority of which are found in South Africa, mainly because of the diversity of the genera Aloeides and Chrysoritis in southern Africa.  The only genus with members outside the Afrotropical Region (in the Palaearctic and Oriental Regions) is Cigaritis (= Spindasis, Apharitis), one species of this genus even being found in Japan.  With the exception of Pseudaletis, members of the other genera are characterized on the underside by almost always having spots or streaks of silvery scales.  The larvae of most species in most of the genera are obligately associated with ants, mostly of the genus Crematogaster but are usually phytophagous.  A few species have carnivorous larvae (they feed on ant-brood), or are fed by worker ants by means of trophallaxis.

The Afrotropical genera were reviewed by Heath, 1997 (Metamorphosis Occasional Supplement No. 2, April, 1997 (1-60pp.)).  The order of genera below follows Heath, 1997.

Genus Pseudaletis Druce, 1888
Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 24: 259 (259-260).
Type-species: Pseudaletis agrippina Druce, 1888, by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 24 species.  Reviewed by Libert in 2007.

The colour patterns on the wings are very different from other Aphnaeini and sexual dimorphism is often very marked (Larsen, 2005a).  The hesperiid genus Abantis has similar colour patterns and the females, like those of Pseudaletis, possess anal hair tufts, used to cover the eggs as they are laid (Larsen, 2005a).  This is a remarkable case of convergent evolution.  In some species-groups the anal hairs are ochreous, in others black (Larsen, 2005a).  Adults of the ‘fantasies’ are very rarely seen and have a slow and undulating flight pattern.  Colonies seem to be associated with specific ‘ant-trees’ in clearings near forests (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens have even been found in cocoa and oil palm plantations (Larsen, 2005a).  Adults spend long periods perching, often high up on the edges of forest or in forest clearings.  The adults resemble day-flying moths of the genus Aletis.  There are a number of records from moth-lights (Larsen, 2005a) and specimens have been noted ‘tree-topping’ at 18h00 (Oremans, 1995).  Males of P. leonis have been observed hill-topping in the Volta Region of Ghana, the only species in the genus known to show this behaviour (Larsen, 2005a).  Females have been seen circling branches heavily infested with scale insects (P. Walwanda, teste Larsen, 2005a).  The larvae feed inside the nests of Crematogaster ants (Congdon and Collins, 1998) and may also pupate in the nests (Larsen, 2005a).  In Minziro Forest, Tanzania, specimens were taken in November and this was speculated to be linked to the mass emergence of alate Crematogaster ants at the end of October (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

P. agrippina group

P. agrippina subgroup

Pseudaletis agrippina Druce, 1888

Pseudaletis agrippina Druce, 1888.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 24: 259 (259-260).

Type locality: Cameroon: “West Africa, Cameroon Mountains”.  Holotype female in N.H.M., London.  Neallotype male, Johan-Albrechts Höhe Station, Cameroon, 1896 (L. Conradt); N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Tanzania.

Common name: Agrippina’s fantasy.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A rare butterfly, which mimics day-flying moths of the genus Aletis, and shows the same leisurely flight pattern of its models (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.

Pseudaletis agrippina agrippina Druce, 1888

Pseudaletis agrippina Druce, 1888.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 24: 259 (259-260).

Type locality: Cameroon: “West Africa, Cameroon Mountains”.

Distribution: Ghana (Volta Region), Togo, Nigeria (south and Cross River Loop), Cameroon, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan (south), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Likpe (Maessen); Kibi (Libert, 2007); Kpandu (Libert, 2007); Loloby (Libert, 2007).

Togo – Hahotoe (Libert, 2007); Kloto (Libert, 2007).

Nigeria – Lagos (Libert, 2007); Uwet (Libert, 2007); Ikom (Libert, 2007).

Cameroon – Barombi Station (Staudinger, 1891), Mamfe (Libert, 2007); Yaounde (Libert, 2007); Deuk and Bango (Libert, 2007); Akonolinga and Bertoua (Libert, 2007); Ebogo (Libert, 2007); Bitje and Dja (Libert, 2007); Lolodorf (Libert, 2007); Ebodje (Libert, 2007); Mamelles massif (Libert, 2007); Maan (Libert, 2007).

Angola – Malongo-Cabinda (Libert, 2007); N’Dallatando and Canhoca (Libert, 2007).

Central African Republic – Bangui (Libert, 2007); Moloukou (Libert, 2007).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kimuenza (Libert, 2007); Kinshasa (Libert, 2007); Katako-Kombe (Libert, 2007); Kapanga (Libert, 2007); Kafakumba (Libert, 2007); Paulis (Libert, 2007); Beni (Libert, 2007).

Sudan – Tembura (Libert, 2007); Lotti (Libert, 2007).

Uganda – Entebbe (Libert, 2007); Zika (Libert, 2007); Tororo (Libert, 2007).

Tanzania – Minziro (Libert, 2007).

tricolor Staudinger, 1891 (as sp. of Sithon).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 4: 143 (61-157).  Cameroon: “Barombi-Station (Kamerun)”.  Type in the Z.M.H.U., Berlin.
ugandae Riley, 1928 (as sp. of Pseudaletis).  Entomologist 61: 187 (187-188).  Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe”.  Synonymized with P. agrippina by Libert, 2007.  Type in the N.H.M., London.
Pseudaletis agrippina warrengashi Libert, 2007

Pseudaletis agrippina warrengashi Libert, 2007.  Revision du genre Pseudaletis Druce (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae), Lambillionea and A.B.R.I.: 18 (pp. 1-61).
Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Banco, 2 V 1999 (H. Warren-Gash)”.  Holotype female in A.B.R.I., Nairobi, Kenya.

Distribution: Ivory Coast.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Banco (TL); Azagny (Libert, 2007); Issia (Libert, 2007); Tiassale (Libert, 2007); Yeale (Libert, 2007).
Pseudaletis cornesi Collins & Libert, 2007

Pseudaletis cornesi Collins & Libert, 2007.  Revision du genre Pseudaletis Druce (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae), Lambillionea and A.B.R.I.: 19 (1-61).
Type locality: Nigeria:  “Kagoro, Kafanchan, N Nigeria, VII 1983 (S. Collins)”.  Holotype male in A.B.R.I., Nairobi, Kenya.

Distribution: Nigeria.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Kagoro (TL).  Known only from the unique male holotype (Libert, 2007).
Habitat: ?

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Pseudaletis camarensis Collins & Libert, 2007

Pseudaletis camarensis Collins & Libert, 2007.  Revision du genre Pseudaletis Druce (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae), Lambillionea and A.B.R.I.: 20 (pp. 1-61).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, Nyong River, XI 1997 (S. Collins)”.  Holotype male and allotype female in A.B.R.I., Nairobi, Kenya.

Distribution: Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: ?

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Pseudaletis camarensis camarensis Collins & Libert, 2007

Pseudaletis camarensis Collins & Libert, 2007.  Revision du genre Pseudaletis Druce (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae), Lambillionea and A.B.R.I.: 20 (1-61).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, Nyong River, XI 1997 (S. Collins)”.  Holotype male and allotype female in A.B.R.I., Nairobi, Kenya.

Distribution: Cameroon, Central African Republic.

|Specific localities:

Cameroon – Ebogo (TL); Sangmelima (Libert, 2007); Bitje (Libert, 2007); Bertoua (Libert, 2007).

Central African Republic – Batalimo (Libert, 2007); Bimon (Libert, 2007); Botambi (Libert, 2007); Boukoko (Libert, 2007); Mbata (Libert, 2007); Yakoli (Libert, 2007); Bangui (Libert, 2007).
Pseudaletis camarensis depuncta Libert, 2007

Pseudaletis camarensis depuncta Libert, 2007.  Revision du genre Pseudaletis Druce (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae), Lambillionea and A.B.R.I.: 22 (pp. 1-61).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Beni, Zaire, 10 X 1990 (R. Ducarme)”.  Holotype female in the M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Beni (TL); Biakatu (Libert, 2007); Manzumbu (Libert, 2007).
Pseudaletis abriana Libert, 2007

Pseudaletis abriana Libert, 2007.  Revision du genre Pseudaletis Druce (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae), Lambillionea and A.B.R.I.: 22 (1-61).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, III 1999 (S. Collins)”.  Holotype female in A.B.R.I., Nairobi, Kenya.  The male is unknown.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Ebogo (TL; Libert, 2007); Akonolinga (Libert, 2007).
Habitat: ?

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Pseudaletis bouyeri Collins & Libert, 2007

Pseudaletis bouyeri Collins & Libert, 2007.  Revision du genre Pseudaletis Druce (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae), Lambillionea and A.B.R.I.: 23 (pp. 1-61).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, Nyong River, IV 1995 (S. Collins)”.  Holotype female in A.B.R.I., Nairobi, Kenya.  Known only from the unique female holotype.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Ebogo (TL).
Habitat: ?

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
P. catori subgroup

Pseudaletis catori Bethune-Baker, 1926

Pseudaletis catori Bethune-Baker, 1926.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 393 (384-402).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Olle, Kabba Province, N. Nigeria (Cator)”.  Described from a single male, housed in the N.H.M. London.  The female is unknown (Libert, 2007).
Distribution: Togo, Nigeria (north).

Specific localities:

Togo – Hohotoe in the Togo mountains (Larsen, 2005a; single specimen; leg. J.C. Martin, coll. A.B.R.I.).

Nigeria – Olle, Kabba Province (TL).

Common name: Cator’s fantasy.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Known from only two males (Larsen, 2005a; Libert, 2007).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Pseudaletis malangi Collins & Larsen, 1995

Pseudaletis malangi Collins & Larsen, 1995.  Lambillionea 95 (3) (Tome II): 430 (429-431).
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Pseudaletis malangi.  Male (holotype), Guinea.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
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Pseudaletis malangi.  Female, Guinea.  Upperside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Guinea: “Dara/Labé, Fouta Djalon, Guinea, ix. 1992 (M. Mane).”  Holotype male in A.B.R.I., Nairobi, Kenya.  Described from two males and a single female.

Distribution: Guinea.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Dara/Labé, Fouta Djalon (TL); Boncori (Libert, 2007); Lelouma (Libert, 2007); Popodara (Libert, 2007).
Common name: Malang’s fantasy.

Habitat: Dry, open forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Nothing published.

Flight period: So far, only recorded in September.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Pseudaletis michelae Libert, 2007

Pseudaletis michelae Libert, 2007.  Revision du genre Pseudaletis Druce (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae), Lambillionea and A.B.R.I.26 (pp. 1-61).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, Nyong River, XI 2005 (Benoit)”.  Holotype male in A.B.R.I., Nairobi, Kenya.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Ebogo (TL); Sangmelima (Libert, 2007); Bitje (Libert, 2007); Maan (Libert, 2007).

Congo – Kelle (Libert, 2007); Odzala (Libert, 2007).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Dekese, Kasai (Libert, 2007).
Habitat: ?

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Pseudaletis melissae Collins & Libert, 2007

Pseudaletis melissae Collins & Libert, 2007.  Revision du genre Pseudaletis Druce (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae), Lambillionea and A.B.R.I.: 27 (pp. 1-61).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, II 1996 (S. Collins)”.  Holotype female in A.B.R.I., Nairobi, Kenya.  Known only from the holotype (Libert, 2007).

Distribution: Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Ebogo (TL).
Habitat: ?

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
P. clymenus group

P. clymenus subgroup

Pseudaletis clymenus (Druce, 1885)

Spindasis clymenus Druce, 1885.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 22: 155 (154-155).

Type locality: Cameroon: “West Africa, Cameroons (Fuller)”.  Holotype in N.H.M., London.  Neallotype female, Efulen, Cameroon, 19 VII 1916 (H.L. Weber); C.M.N.H., Pittsburgh, USA (Libert, 2007).

Distribution: Nigeria (west, east), Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Gambari Forest (Larsen, 2005a); Nsukka (Libert, 2007); Udi (Libert, 2007); Warri (Libert, 2007).

Cameroon – Efulen (Libert, 2007); Yaounde (Libert, 2007); Ebogo (Libert, 2007); Sangmelima (Libert, 2007); Djoum (Libert, 2007); Lolodorf (Libert, 2007)Batanga (Libert, 2007); Bidou (Libert, 2007); Campo (Libert, 2007); Douala (Libert, 2007); Isubu (Libert, 2007); Kribi (Libert, 2007); Maan (Libert, 2007).

Central African Republic – Batalimo (Libert, 2007); Ngbo (Libert, 2007); Yakoli (Libert, 2007); Bangui (Libert, 2007).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Molegbwe (Libert, 2007); Eala (Libert, 2007); Mbandaka (Libert, 2007).
Common name: Common fantasy.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This is the most frequently encountered member of the genus but is still rather scarce (Larsen, 2005a).  Males have been seen defending territories from perches about two metres above the ground in small clearings.  When perched on leaves the wings are held three-quarters open.  Contesting males are pugnacious even though the flight is slow (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Pseudaletis lusambo Stempffer, 1961

Pseudaletis lusambo Stempffer, 1961.  Annales Musée Royal de l’Afrique Centrale (8) 94: 61 (73 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Sankuru: Lusambo, 24 VII 1949 (M. Fontaine)”.  Holotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Central African Republic – Bimon (Libert, 2007); Botambi (Libert, 2007); Boukoko (Libert, 2007); Moloukou (Libert, 2007); Salanga (Libert, 2007); Yakoli (Libert, 2007); Bangui (Libert, 2007).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Sankuru, Lusambo (TL); Mambasa (Libert, 2007); Eala (Libert, 2007); Mbandaka (Libert, 2007); Beni (Libert, 2007); Biakatu (Libert, 2007); Teturi (Libert, 2007); Semliki (Libert, 2007).
Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
P. zebra complex

Pseudaletis zebra Holland, 1891

Pseudaletis zebra Holland, 1891.  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass. 6: 50 (50-53).

Type locality: Gabon: “Upper waters of the Ogové River in the West Tropical Africa”.  Holotype female in the C.M.N.H., Pittsburgh, USA.  Neallotype male, Makondo, Cameroon (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 105-487; M.N.H.N., Paris.

Diagnosis: Similar to P. clymenus but differs in the presence, on the hindwing underside, of a fine but well-defined black line crossing the entire wing from mid-costa to tornus (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: Zebra fantasy.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Larsen (2005a) noted a female, much resembling a moth, flying in light drizzle in the late afternoon.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Pseudaletis zebra zebra Holland, 1891

Pseudaletis zebra Holland, 1891.  Psyche, a Journal of Entomology. Cambridge, Mass. 6: 50 (50-53).

Type locality: Gabon: “Upper waters of the Ogové River in the West Tropical Africa”.  Holotype female in the C.M.N.H., Pittsburgh, USA.  Neallotype male, Makondo, Cameroon (M. Libert); genitalia Libert 105-487; M.N.H.N., Paris.

Distribution: Nigeria (west and Cross River Loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Ikom in the Cross River Loop (Larsen, 2005a); Benin City (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Mount Febe (Libert, 2007); Messa (Libert, 2007); Kala (Libert, 2007); Yaounde (Libert, 2007); Ebogo (Libert, 2007); Bitje (Libert, 2007); Dja (Libert, 2007); Lolodorf (Libert, 2007); Mount Cameroon (Libert, 2007); Kribi (Libert, 2007); Makondo (Libert, 2007); Maan (Libert, 2007).

Gabon – Ogove River (TL).

Central African Republic – Moloukou (Libert, 2007).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Mbanza-Ngungu (Libert, 2007); Beni (Libert, 2007); Biakatu (Libert, 2007).
Pseudaletis zebra subangulata Talbot, 1935

Pseudaletis clymenus subangulata Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 115 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

Pseudaletis subangulata Talbot, 1935.  Larsen, 2005a: 188, stat. rev.
Pseudaletis zebra subangulata Talbot, 1935.  Libert, 2007: 34, stat. rev.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Regent, about 3 miles south-east of Freetown, 24 X 1911 (C.A. Foster)”.  Holotype male and allotype female in O.U.M.N.H., Oxford, England.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Freetown (TL).

Liberia – Fox, 1965: 357.

Ivory Coast – Alépé (Warren-Gash); Mount Sangbe (Libert, 2007).

Ghana – Gappa (Libert, 2007); Kwamekyeemkrom (Libert, 2007).
Pseudaletis rileyi Libert, 2007

Pseudaletis rileyi Libert, 2007.  Revision du genre Pseudaletis Druce (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae), Lambillionea and A.B.R.I.: 35 (pp. 1-61).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Beni, VI 1993 (R. Ducarme)”.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Central African Republic – Bimon (Libert, 2007); Yakoli (Libert, 2007); Boukoko (Libert, 2007).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Beni (TL); Eala (Libert, 2007); Mambasa (Libert, 2007); Lowa Valley (Libert, 2007); Biakatu (Libert, 2007); Kasungo (Libert, 2007); Mapimbi (Libert, 2007).
Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Pseudaletis taeniata Libert, 2007

Pseudaletis taeniata Libert, 2007.  Revision du genre Pseudaletis Druce (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae), Lambillionea and A.B.R.I.: 37 (pp. 1-61).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Mount Febe, V 1986 (M. Libert)”.  Holotype male and allotype female in M.N.H.N., Paris, France.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Ikom (Libert, 2007); Uwet (Libert, 2007).

Cameroon – Mount Febe (TL); Barombi (Libert, 2007); Mamfe (Libert, 2007); Mount Cameroon (Libert, 2007); Mount Messa (Libert, 2007); Yaounde (Libert, 2007); Afanessele (Libert, 2007); Ebogo (Libert, 2007); Bitje (Libert, 2007); Maan (Libert, 2007).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Ikela (Libert, 2007); Katako-Kombe (Libert, 2007).
Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Pseudaletis ducarmei Libert, 2007

Pseudaletis ducarmei Libert, 2007.  Revision du genre Pseudaletis Druce (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae), Lambillionea and A.B.R.I.: 37 (pp. 1-61).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Beni, 1150 m, N Kivu, Zaire, V 2004 (R. Ducarme)”.  Holotype female and allotype male in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Beni (TL); Biakatu (Libert, 2007).
Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
P. busoga subgroup

Pseudaletis busoga van Someren, 1939

Pseudaletis busoga van Someren, 1939.  Journal of the East Africa and Uganda Natural History Society 14: 174 (172-180).

Type locality: Uganda: “Jinja”.  Type lost.  Neotype (female) designated by Libert (2007):  “Port Alice, Ouganda, 6 III 1897 (Dr. Ansorge); N.H.M., Londres.”  Libert (2007) examined 37 females but the male appears to be unknown.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Ebogo (Libert, 2007); d’Oveng Feng (Libert, 2007); 30 km east of Yaounde (Libert, 2007).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Katako-Kombe (Libert, 2007).
Uganda – Jinja (TL); Port Alice (= Entebbe) (Libert, 2007); Mabamba (Libert, 2007).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (a single female captured after midday, flying slowly across a grassy area on Kere Hill) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
P. leonis group

P. leonis subgroup

Pseudaletis leonis (Staudinger, 1888)

Sithon leonis Staudinger, 1888 in Staudinger and  Schatz, 1884-8.  Exotische Schmetterlinge 2: 276 (333 pp.). Bayern.

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone, 1887 (Preuss)”.  Holotype female in Z.M.H.U., Berlin.  Neallotype: male, Sierra Leone; N.H.M., London (Libert, 2007).
Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Guinea – Coya (Libert, 2007); Boncori (Libert, 2007); Conakry (Libert, 2007).

Sierra Leone – Freetown (Libert, 2007).

Ivory Coast – Agboville (Libert, 2007); Banco (Libert, 2007); Bayota (Libert, 2007); Danane (Libert, 2007); Mount Peko (Libert, 2007); Mount Sangbe (Libert, 2007); Niangon (Libert, 2007); Tiassale (Libert, 2007).
Ghana – Kakum National Park (Larsen, 2005a); Aburi (Libert, 2007); Amedzofe (Libert, 2007); Amfoega (Libert, 2007); Daboase (Libert, 2007); Ho (Libert, 2007); Likpe (Libert, 2007); Zappa (Libert, 2007); Gappa (Libert, 2007).

Togo – Hohotoe (Libert, 2007); Kloto (Libert, 2007).

Nigeria – Apapa (Libert, 2007).
Common name: West African fantasy.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This species is the least rare of the West African members of the genus Pseudaletis (Larsen, 2005a).  Several males have been noted in close proximity, defending perches from low plants (Owen, teste Larsen, 2005a).  Owen (1991) believes that they are mimics of the day-flying moth Nyctemera apicalis (Arctiidae).  Males have been seen hill-topping in the Volta Region of Ghana – this behaviour has not been observed in any other species of Pseudaletis (Larsen, 2005a).  Tree-topping by males of another species of Pseudaletis has been observed in the DRC by R. Ducarme (teste Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
trifasciata Sharpe, 1890 (as sp. of Pseudaletis).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 103 (103-106).  Sierra Leone.  Type in N.H.M., London.
Pseudaletis antimachus (Staudinger, 1888)

Sithon antimachus Staudinger, 1888 in Staudinger and Schatz, 1884-8.  Exotische Schmetterlinge 2: 276 (333 pp.). Bayern.

Type locality: Gabon: “Gabun”.  Holotype female in Z.M.H.U., Berlin.  Neallotype: male, Kangwe, Ogove River, Gabon, C.M.N.H., Pittsburgh.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Freetown (Libert, 2007).

Nigeria – Calabar (Libert, 2007).

Cameroon – Mount Febe (Libert, 2007); Mount Okolo (Libert, 2007); Bango (Libert, 2007); Ebogo (Libert, 2007); Bitje (Libert, 2007); Dja (Libert, 2007); Campo (Libert, 2007); Bipindi (Libert, 2007); Edea (Libert, 2007); Kribi (Libert, 2007); Mbidou (Libert, 2007); Batanga (Libert, 2007); Maan (Libert, 2007).

Gabon – Kangwe (Libert, 2007); Lope (Libert, 2007).

Congo – Mah (Libert, 2007); Odzala (Dowsett, 1997: 93; teste Libert, 2007); Koubotchi (Libert, 2007); Lope (Libert, 2007).

Central African Republic – Buar (Libert, 2007); Yakoli (Libert, 2007); Yombo (Libert, 2007); Bangui (Libert, 2007); Moloukou (Libert, 2007).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Katakoli (Libert, 2007); Katako-Kombe (Libert, 2007); Kapanga (Libert, 2007); Tshikunia (Libert, 2007); Makaia N’Tete (Libert, 2007); Mayumbe (Libert, 2007); Beni (Libert, 2007).

Uganda – Bwamba (Libert, 2007); Budongo (Libert, 2007).

Tanzania – Minziro (Libert, 2007).
Habitat: ?

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
nigra Holland, 1892 (as sp. of Pseudaletis). Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 10: 286 (284-294).  Type locality: Gabon: “Kangwe, Ogové River, West Africa”.  Syn. nov. Libert, 2007: 42.
spolia Riley, 1922 (as sp. of Pseudaletis). Entomologist 55: 250 (250-252).  Type locality: Cameroon.  Syn nov. Libert, 2007: 42.
dardanella Riley, 1922 (as sp. of Pseudaletis). Entomologist 55: 251 (250-252).  Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroun”.  Syn. nov. Libert, 2007: 42.
occidentalis Bethune-Baker, 1926 (as sp. of Pseudaletis).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 17: 393 (384-402).  Cameroon: “Bitje, Cameroons”.  Syn. nov. Libert, 2007: 42.
angustimargo Hawker-Smith, 1926 (as sp. of Pseudaletis).  Revue Zoologique Africaine 14: 240 (237-241).  Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mayumbe, Makaia N’Tete”.  Syn. nov. Libert, 2007: 42.
fontainei Stempffer, 1961 (as ssp. of Pseudaletis nigra).  Annales Musée Royal de l’Afrique Centrale (8) 94: 60 (73 pp.).  Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Sankuru, Katako-Kombe”.  Syn. nov. Libert, 2007: 42.
Pseudaletis mazanguli Neave, 1910

Pseudaletis mazanguli Neave, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 46 (2-86).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Mazanguli’s S. Kaluli river, Lualaba valley, Katanga, 23 IV 1907”.  Holotype female in N.H.M., London.  Known only from two females.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south-east - Lualaba), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Mazanguli’s S. (TL).

Zambia – Kasama (White) (Heath et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
P. batesi subgroup

Pseudaletis batesi Druce, 1910

Pseudaletis batesi Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 370 (356-378).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja river, Cameroons, 2000 ft., dry season (G.L. Bates)”.  Holotype female in the N.H.M., London.  Neallotype:  male, Bitje, Wet season, 1913; N.H.M., London (Libert, 2007).
Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.


Recorded, in error, from Ivory Coast by Larsen (2005a).
Common name: Black fantasy.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Pseudaletis batesi batesi Druce, 1910

Pseudaletis batesi Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 370 (356-378).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja river, Cameroons, 2000 ft., dry season”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Bitje (TL); Mamfe (Larsen, 2005a); Ebogo (Libert, 2007); Yaounde (Libert, 2007).

Congo – Odzala (Libert, 2007).

Central African Republic – Yakoli (Libert, 2007); Bangui (Libert, 2007).

Pseudaletis batesi zairensis Libert, 2007

Pseudaletis batesi zairensis Libert, 2007.  Revision du genre Pseudaletis Druce (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae), Lambillionea and A.B.R.I.: 50 (pp. 1-61).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Biakatu, 1050 m, Zaire, Province Orientale, IX 2000 (R. Ducarme)”.  Holotype female and allotype male in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Democraric Republic of Congo – Biakatu (TL); Teturi (Libert, 2007); Matumbi (Libert, 2007); Manzumbu (Libert, 2007); Kisangani (Libert, 2007).

Pseudaletis richardi Stempffer, 1952

Pseudaletis richardi Stempffer, 1952.  Mémoires de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (19): 146 (145-149).

Type locality: Guinea/Liberia: “à la Base IFAN [Du Mont Nimba], E. Guinée, 22 VIII 1951 (M. Lamotte & R. Roy)”.  Described from a single male (Larsen, 2005a).  Holotype male in M.N.H.N., Paris.  Allotype:  female, Issia, Ivory Coast, IX 1966 (T.H.E. Jackson); N.M.K., Nairobi.

Distribution: Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimba Mountains (TL; single male).

Ivory Coast – Issia (Libert, 2007).

Ghana – Nsuaem (Libert, 2007).

Cameroon – Mamfe (Libert, 2007).

Common name: Richard’s fantasy.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: The type specimen was taken at a light trap and it appears that two males from Ghana were also taken at a light trap.  These observations, as well as similar findings with respect to other species in the DRC and Gabon, seem to indicate that Pseudaletis may, to some extent at least, be nocturnal (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Pseudaletis dolieri Collins & Libert, 2007

Pseudaletis dolieri Collins & Libert, 2007.  Revision du genre Pseudaletis Druce (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae), Lambillionea and A.B.R.I.: 52 (pp. 1-61).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Ebogo, VII 2003 (ABRI coll.)”.  Holotype female and allotype male in A.B.R.I., Nairobi, Kenya.

Distribution: Cameroon, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Ebogo (TL); Bitje (Libert, 2007); Maan (Libert, 2007).

Central African Republic – Batalimon (Libert, 2007); Bimon (Libert, 2007); Boukoko (Libert, 2007); Mokpoto (Libert, 2007).

Habitat: ?

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Pseudaletis jolyana Libert, 2007

Pseudaletis jolyana Libert, 2007.  Revision du genre Pseudaletis Druce (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae), Lambillionea and A.B.R.I.: 53 (pp. 1-61).

Type locality: Ghana: “Kibi, VII 1999 (E. Joly); genitalia Libert 106-745”.  Holotype male in M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.  Female unknown (Libert, 2007).

Distribution: Ghana.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kibi (TL).

Habitat: ?

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Incertae sedis
Pseudaletis arrhon Druce, 1913

Pseudaletis arrhon Druce, 1913.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 11: 360 (358-360).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja River, Cameroons, 2000 feet, wet season, V 1912 (G.L. Bates)”.  Holotype male in N.H.M., London.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Bitje (TL).  Known only from the male holotype (Libert, 2007).

Habitat: ?

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Genus Lipaphnaeus Aurivillius, 1916
Arkiv för Zoologi 10 (14): 4 (6 pp.) and Aurivillius, in Seitz, 1923.  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: ? (614 pp.).
Type-species: Aphnaeus spindasoides Aurivillius, 1916 (currently considered to be a subspecies of L. aderna Plötz), by original designation.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing four species.  The ‘silver speckles’ appear to be closest to Chloroselas but the anal tuft possessed by females is reminiscent of Pseudaletis.

Lipaphnaeus aderna (Plötz, 1880)

Zeritis aderna Plötz, 1880.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 203 (189-206).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Victoria (Camerons-Gebirge)”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Common name: Bramble false hairstreak; blue silver speckle.

Habitat: Forest and dense savanna.  In West Africa mainly in Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a rare butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Compared to other Aphnaeini, the flight is much weaker (Larsen, 1991).  Specimens of both sexes have been observed sunning themselves in the morning while perched on the ground or on low vegetation.  Both sexes have been noted on flowering shrubs in sunny glades.  Males have also been observed flying around the tops of trees on steep hillsides (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Males often mud-puddle, singly (Larsen, 2005a).

Flight period: Probably on the wing all year but peaks of emergence appear to occur from August to October and March to May (Pringle, et al., 1994). 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Maesa lanceolata Forsk. (Myrsinaceae) [Bampton & Congdon, in Heath, 1997: 12; Tanzania].

Associated ant:

Crematogaster species [Bampton & Congdon, in Heath, 1997: 12].
Lipaphnaeus aderna aderna (Plötz, 1880)

Zeritis aderna Plötz, 1880.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 203 (189-206).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Victoria (Camerons-Gebirge)”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Atewa Range (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a); Wli Falls (Larsen, 2005a); Amedzofe (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Iseyin (Larsen, 2005a); lower slopes of Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Calabar (Larsen, 2005a).
fallax Sharpe, 1890 (as sp. of Zeritis).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 104 (103-106).  Sierra Leone.
latifimbriata Sharpe, 1890 (as sp. of Zeritis).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 105 (103-106).  No locality.
ruficaudis Strand, 1918 in Strand, 1916-8 (as sp. of Aphnaeus).  Lepidoptera Niepeltiana 2: 2 (1-26 (1916); 1-4 (1918).  No locality.
Lipaphnaeus aderna pan (Talbot, 1935)

Spindasis aderna pan Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 120 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

Type locality: Uganda: “About 2 miles N.N.E. of Entebbe, circa 3,800 ft., forest north-east of Kitabi Hill”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri, Kivu), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – South Kavirondo; Kisumu district; Kakamega district (Larsen, 1991).
Lipaphnaeus aderna spindasoides (Aurivillius, 1916)

Aphnaeus spindasoides Aurivillius, 1916.  Arkiv för Zoologi 10 (14): 2 (6 pp.).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Deutsch Ost-Afrika: Kigonsera”.

Distribution: Kenya (south-east), Tanzania (north-east - Usambara Mountains), Malawi, Mozambique (west), Zimbabwe (eastern border).

Specific localities:

Mozambique – Border Farm (Pennington); Amatongas (the Cooksons).

Zimbabwe – Mutare; Vumba; Bomponi; Mount Selinda (Pennington); Pungwe Bridge (the Cooksons); Burma Valley (Kroon).
Lipaphnaeus eustorgia (Hulstaert, 1924)

Axiocerses eustorgia Hulstaert, 1924.  Revue de Zoologie et de Botanique Africaine 12: 179 (112-122, 173-194).
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Lipaphnaeus eustorgia.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Mwekera Str., Mufulira Rd., Ndola.  14.III.81.  A Heath.  (Henning collection - H318).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Elisabethville”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (type locality), Tanzania (scattered localities), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mumbwa; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Lipaphnaeus leonina (Sharpe, 1890)

Zeritis leonina Sharpe, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 104 (103-106).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Orange silver speckle.

Habitat: Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rather scarce butterfly with a weak flight, usually around low bushes, two to three metres above the ground (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a) states that ssp. paradoxa is possibly a synonym of ssp. bitje and that there may be an undescribed taxon in Uganda, northwestern Tanzania, eastern DRC and Zambia.  In addition, more than one species may be present in the Cameroon area.
Lipaphnaeus leonina leonina (Sharpe, 1890)

Zeritis leonina Sharpe, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 104 (103-106).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia.

bicolor Sharpe, 1891 (as sp. of Zeritis).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 8: 241 (240-241).  Sierra Leone.
Lipaphnaeus leonina bitje (Druce, 1910)

Spindasis leonina bitje Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 372 (356-378).
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Lipaphnaeus leonina bitje [this is probably an undescribed subspecies].  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Hillwood Nchila, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  5/X/2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Lipaphnaeus leonina bitje [this is probably an undescribed subspecies].  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Hillwood Nchila, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  10/X/2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja river, Cameroons, 2000 ft.”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon (south), Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Equateur, Uele, Sankuru, Lualaba), ?Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002); Hillwood Nchila, Mwinilunga district (specimens illustrated, above).
Lipaphnaeus leonina ivoirensis Stempffer, 1966

Lipaphnaeus leonina ivoirensis Stempffer, 1966.  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 28: 1577 (1554-1586).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Niangon”.

Distribution: Liberia (east); Ivory Coast, Ghana, Benin, Togo, Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kakum National Park (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Agege (Larsen, 2005a).
Lipaphnaeus leonina paradoxa (Schultze, 1908)

Spindasis paradoxa Schultze, 1908.  Societas Entomologica 23: 130 (130-131).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Urwald bei Ikiliwindi (Gebiet des Mungoflusses)”.

Distribution: Cameroon (north-west), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (rare) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Note: Material from East Africa (Uganda, Tanzania) is not identical to topotypical material from Cameroon and, apparently represents and undescribed subspecies (Congdon and Collins, 1998: 86).
Lipaphnaeus loxura (Rebel, 1914)

Spindasis loxura Rebel, 1914.  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 266 (219-294).
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Lipaphnaeus loxura.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Ntondo, Makale, Kigoma, 1600 m.  9 Aug ‘71.  J. Kielland.  (Henning collection - H320).
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Rutschura-Ebene”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele, Kivu, Lualaba), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kakamega; Kitale (Larsen, 1991).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mpongwe; Kawambwa (Heath, et al., 2002). 

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Maesa species (Myrsinaceae)  [Congdon and Collins, 1998: 86].

Maesa lanceolata (Myrsinaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 89].

Maesa welwitschii (Myrsinaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 89].

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Genus Chloroselas Butler, 1886
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1885: 765 (756-776).
Type-species: Chloroselas esmeralda Butler, 1886, by original designation.

= Desmolycaena Trimen, 1898.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1898: 7 (1-16).   Type-species Desmolycaena mazoensis Trimen, 1898, by original designation.  [Treated as a good genus in Ackery, et al., 1995: 562 but regarded as a synonym of Chloroselas Butler by Heath, 1997 (Metamorphosis Occasional Supplement No. 2: 12 (1-60)).]

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 13 species.

Chloroselas arabica (Riley, 1932)

Desmolycaena arabica Riley, 1932.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (10) 10: 148 (137-152).

Chloroselas arabica (Riley, 1932).  Heath, 1997: 13 comb. nov.
Type locality: Yemen: “Hadramault”.

Distribution: Yemen, Somalia (north).

Specific localities:

Yemen – Wadi Hadhramaut (Larsen, 1991: 188).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Chloroselas argentea Riley, 1932

Chloroselas argentea Riley, 1932.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (10) 10: 145 (137-152).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Xmas Pass”.

Distribution: Zimbabwe (Mutare and Harare districts).

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Cross Kopje at Mutare; Harare; Arcturus; Chimanimani Mountains (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Silver gem.

Habitat: Brachystegia woodland (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Like those of C. pseudozeritis.  Specimens often fly high up in the tree-tops and are difficult to spot because of their small size and fast flight (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: October to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Brachystegia spiciformis Benth. (Fabaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 174; locality not specified].

(Possibly) Acacia species (Fabaceae) [Pennington, vide Pringle, et al., 1994: 174; Chimanimani Mountains, Zimbabwe].

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Chloroselas azurea Butler, 1900

Chloroselas azurea Butler, 1900.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1899: 967 (962-975).

Type locality: Kenya: “Slopes of Nthatha Hill, Kitwi, 4,700 ft.”.

Distribution: Kenya (central, east), Tanzania (north-east).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Tana River; Rabai; Ukambani (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Azure gem.

Habitat: Dry savanna.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Chloroselas esmeralda Butler, 1886

Chloroselas esmeralda Butler, 1886.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1885: 765 (756-776).

Type locality: Somalia: “Bunder Maria”.

Distribution: Somalia, Ethiopia (Larsen, 1991), Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Yemen, Oman.

Common name: Somali gem.

Habitat: Arid savanna.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Possibly Acacia tortilis (Fabaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 187; for C. e. bilqis Larsen].

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Chloroselas esmeralda esmeralda Butler, 1886

Chloroselas esmeralda Butler, 1886.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1885: 765 (756-776).

Type locality: Somalia: “Bunder Maria”.

Distribution: Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda (west), Tanzania (north).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Rabai; Garissa; Kulal; Kacheliba (Larsen, 1991).

Ethiopia – Dire Dawa (Larsen, 1991).
Chloroselas esmeralda bilqis Larsen, 1983

Chloroselas esmeralda bilqis Larsen, 1983.  Fauna Saudi Arabia 5: 381 (333-478).

Type locality: Yemen: “Yemen Arab Republic, Hajjah, Wadi Sharas, 900 m.”.

Distribution: Yemen (type locality), Oman (Dhofar).
Chloroselas mazoensis (Trimen, 1898)

Desmolycaena mazoensis Trimen, 1898.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1898: 8 (1-16).

Chloroselas mazoensis (Trimen, 1898).  Heath, 1997: 13 comb. nov.
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Chloroselas mazoensis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 21mm.  Bazely Bridge, S. Rhodesia.  22:10:60.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3829).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Mazoe River district of Mashunaland”.

Distribution: Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, KwaZulu-Natal - north), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Kamaila Forest Reserve, north of Lusaka; Ndola; Chisamba (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Mazowe Valley (Marshall; TL); Cross Kopje, Mutare; Bazely Bridge (Pringle, et al., 1994); Dete (Lannin); Selukwe (Stevenson).

Botswana – Lobatsi (Cottrell).

Limpopo Province – near Soekmekaar (Swanepoel, 1953); Punda Maria (Pringle, et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); southern end of Lebombo Mountains (Pennington); Makatini Flats (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Purple gem.

Habitat: Savanna.

Habits: Males whirl rapidly around the crowns of acacia trees, frequently settling on the leaves or twigs (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Flight period: September to December, with a peak in October.  There are odd records for the winter months (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Early stages:

Pennington, 1956: 36 [Lebombo Hills, KwaZulu-Natal].

Larval food:

(Probably) Acacia species (Fabaceae) [Pennington, 1956: 36; Lebombo Hills, KwaZulu-Natal].

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Chloroselas minima Jackson, 1966

Chloroselas minima Jackson, 1966.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (13) 8: 524 (523-531).

Type locality: Kenya: “Tana, Garissa-Bura”.

Distribution: Kenya (central, coast), Tanzania (north coast).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Rabai; Garissa-Bura; Ukambani district; Galana; Mrima Hill area; Mariakani; Arabuko-Sokoke (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Lake Tanganyika (Kielland, 1978).

Common name: Tiny gem.

Habitat: Arid savanna.

Habits: Specimens are sometimes encountered singly, feeding from flowers, in open grassland (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Chloroselas ogadenensis Jackson, 1966

Chloroselas ogadenensis Jackson, 1966.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (13) 8: 526 (523-531).

Type locality: Somalia: “Ogaden, Dagahbur”.

Distribution: Somalia.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Chloroselas overlaeti Stempffer, 1956

Chloroselas overlaeti Stempffer, 1956.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge (8) (Sciences zoologique) 49: 36 (54 pp.).
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Chloroselas overlaeti.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 20mm.  18 km W of Solwezi, Zambia.  13/X/2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “rivière Lupweshi, Lualaba”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south-east - Lualaba), Zambia, Tanzania (west - Mpanda and Kigoma).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Kamaila Forest Reserve, north of Lusaka; Ndola; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002); 18 km west of Solwezi (specimen illustrated, above).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Chloroselas pseudozeritis (Trimen, 1873)

Aphnaeus pseudozeritis Trimen, 1873.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1873: 113 (101-124).
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Chloroselas pseudozeritis pseudozeritis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 19mm.  Trelawney, S. Rhodesia.  4.II.47.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3828).
Type locality: South Africa: “Bathurst, Cape Colony”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Brilliant gem.

Habitat: Savanna.

Habits: Occurs in localised colonies associated with one or more large acacia trees.  Flowers are visited (Larsen, 1991).  Sometimes the colonies are quite large.  Specimens whirl around the tops of the acacia trees (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year, with October and May the most favourable months (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Jackson, 1937: 218 [for Chloroselas pseudozeritis umbrosa; Mt. Elgon, Kenya].

"The larva is found in the early stages on the terminal shoots of Acacia stenocarpa Hochst., Mimosaceae, always, however, on the stems; later it travels down to the bark of the tree.  Egg.  Not known.  Larva.  The larva is light brown with a darker dorsal line and wavy black lines along the centre of the sides.  It is flattened, with the dorsum evenly rounded, and the margins scalloped and bearing long hair.  The collar is armoured with a polished black chitinous plate, as also is the anal extremity.  Head very small.  Tubercles are present on the edges of the supranal plate, and are exserted on stimulation and vibrated rapidly from side to side; they are long and whitish.  Strangely enough there appear to be two glands, for the ants attend to a darker oval area just above the anal plate, and also to a structure under the collar.  After many hours of watching under a lens, I am convinced that this is so, for an ant having once found the collar does not leave it, and they never showed a preference for the anal gland.  The larvae are always covered with ants, and, in fact, are never without them and, as one would expect, quickly die if the ants are removed.  Length, 15 mm.  Pupa.  The pupa is hidden in cracks or under the bark.  It is black and polished.  In shape narrow, with prominent head-case and shoulders, the thorax slightly ridged, while the abdominal segments are tapered evenly to the extremity.  The latter is slightly stalked and folded beneath the pupa for attachment to the bark.  Length, 10 mm.  Note on the probable food.  When very young the larva is found on the small twigs among ants, although the twig need not necessarily be carrying any leaves.  Usually the ants are attending a scale insect and the larva lies among these.  A twig carrying scale, however, and not ants, does not satisfy it, and I therefore came to the conclusion that the food has something to do with the ants and not with the scale.  Having a few larvae which had not fed for some days, I presented them with a fresh twig covered with scale which the ants had been attending, and the surface of the twig was very carefully examined from end to end with a slow waving motion of the head.  Every now and then the head was dropped motionless on to the twig and left there for a few seconds, as if sucking something; the scale was left severely alone and not even investigated.  When about half grown the larvae leave the twigs and are found in the ant-runs on the bark, where again I have seen them moving very slowly over the surface.  Although many hours have been spent watching, I have never seen an ant feed them.  The mouth-parts have not been examined here microscopically, but they seem to be very minute and to suggest some secretion as the food; it is possible that it feeds upon something left in the runs by the ants, perhaps the excreta.  Ant associated.  Crematogaster (Acrocoelia) gerstaeckeri D.T. st. sjoestedti Mayr. var. tricoloroides Sants.  Locality.  Mt. Elgon, 18 miles S.W. of Kitale, 6-7000 feet, April and November, 1932."

Bampton, Mullin and Paré, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 173 [for C. p. pseudozeritis; Arcturus, Zimbabwe].

"Larvae and pupae have been recorded in tunnels in the twigs of Julbernardia globiflora (Benth.) Troupin, in association with Crematogaster ants, by Bampton, Mullin and Paré at Arcturus in Zimbabwe."
Larval food:

Acacia drepanolobium Harms ex Sjöstedt (Fabaceae) [Collins and Bampton, in Heath, 1997: 12; for Chloroselas pseudozeritis tytleri Riley].

Acacia stenocarpa Hochst. (Fabaceae) [Jackson, 1937: 218; Mt. Elgon, Kenya; for Chloroselas pseudozeritis umbrosa].

Ant regurgitations [Pierce, 1995: ; for Chloroselas pseudozeritis umbrosa Jackson] (Journal of the Lepidopterists’ Society 49: 412-453).

Brachystegia spiciformis (Fabaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 90].

Julbernardia globiflora (Benth.) Troupin (Fabaceae) [Bampton, Mullin and Paré, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 173; for Chloroselas pseudozeritis pseudozeritis; Arcturus, Zimbabwe].

Associated ant:

Crematogaster (Acrocoelia) gerstaeckeri D.T. st. sjoestedti Mayr. var. tricoloroides Sants. [Jackson, 1937: 218; Mt. Elgon, Kenya].

Crematogaster species [Bampton, Mullin and Paré, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 173; Arcturus, Zimbabwe].
Chloroselas pseudozeritis pseudozeritis (Trimen, 1873)

Aphnaeus pseudozeritis Trimen, 1873.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1873: 113 (101-124).
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Chloroselas pseudozeritis pseudozeritis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 19mm.  Trelawney, S. Rhodesia.  4.II.47.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3828).
Type locality: South Africa: “Bathurst, Cape Colony”.

Distribution: Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Lusaka; Chisamba; Mumbwa (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Xiluvo (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Mutare; Trelawney (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Molimo’s location (Swanepoel, 1953); Soekmekaar; Punda Maria (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Mpumalanga – Lydenburg; Satara (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Gauteng – Saltpan, Pretoria (Tswaing) (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Bushmans River, near Estcourt (Hutchinson); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Clare Estate (Swanepoel, 1953); Syndenham (Swanepoel, 1953); Spitzkop (Swanepoel, 1953); False Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt; Nadi; Umgeni Valley (above Nagle Dam); Impanza; Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Makatini Flats (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Eastern Cape Province – Tharfield, near Bathurst (TL).

Swaziland – Singceni (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Chloroselas pseudozeritis tytleri Riley, 1932

Chloroselas pseudozeritis tytleri Riley, 1932.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (10) 10: 147 (137-152).

Type locality: Tanzania: “East Africa, Tonjido (recte Longido?), 4,500 ft.”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Kenya (central, east), Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Rabai; Ngong; Kima; Garissa; Bissil; Makueni; Shimba Hills (Larsen, 1991).
Chloroselas pseudozeritis umbrosa Jackson, 1966

Chloroselas pseudozeritis umbrosa Jackson, 1966.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (13) 8: 524 (523-531).

Type locality: Kenya: [“Mt. Elgon”].

Distribution: Uganda (east), Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – South Kavirondo; Kisumu; Kacheliba (Larsen, 1991).

Note: Larsen (1991: 187) treats umbrosa as a good species but does not formally raise its status.
umbrosa Talbot, 1935 (as f. of Chloroselas pseudozeritis tytleri).  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 207 (202-209).  Kenya: “Mt.Elgon”.
Chloroselas tamaniba (Walker, 1870)

Aphnaeus tamaniba Walker, 1870.  Entomologist 5: 51 (48-57).

Type locality: Sudan: “Hor famanib”.

Distribution: Sudan.  The description is inadequate and the type lost.  In Jackson’s opinion (1966: 526) it should be considered a ‘nomen dubium’.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Chloroselas taposana Riley, 1932

Chloroselas taposana Riley, 1932.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (10) 10: 146 (137-152).

Type locality: Sudan: “South Sudan, Taposa, Upper Nile Province, near Akobo Post, Akobo River”.  Apparently known from only two specimens (Larsen, 1991: 188).

Distribution: Sudan.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Chloroselas trembathi Collins & Larsen, 1991

Chloroselas trembathi Collins & Larsen, 1991 in Larsen, 1991.  The butterflies of Kenya and their natural history: 188, 438 (490 pp.). Oxford.

Type locality: Kenya: “near Meru National Park”.  Known only from the female holotype.

Distribution: Kenya.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: Open savanna (Larsen, 1991: 188).

Habits:  The only known specimen, a female, was captured while sitting on a small bush (Larsen, 1991).

Flight period: The unique female specimen was captured in December.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Chloroselas vansomereni Jackson, 1966

Chloroselas vansomereni Jackson, 1966.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (13) 8: 525 (523-531).

Type locality: Kenya: “Tana River; Garissa-Bura”.

Distribution: Kenya (Tana River).

Specific localities:

Kenya – known only from the type locality, Garissa-Bura, which is on the Tana River (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Van Someren’s gem.

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Genus Vansomerenia Heath, 1997
Metamorphosis Occasional Supplement No. 2: 13 (1-60).
Type-species: Desmolycaena rogersi Riley, 1932 by monotypy.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing a single species.

Vansomerenia rogersi (Riley, 1932)

Desmolycaena rogersi Riley, 1932.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (10) 10: 149 (137-152).

Vansomerenia rogersi (Riley, 1932).  Heath, 1997: 13 comb. nov.
Type locality: Tanzania: “Tanganyika Territory, Kongwa, nr. railway, c. 210 m. W. of Dar-es-Salaam”.

Distribution: Kenya (central), Tanzania (north).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Ngong; Kima; Kathini Ridge; Nanyuki (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Rogers’ gem.

Habitat: Savanna.

Habits: The flight is fast but specimens come readily to flowers (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Genus Cesa Seven, 1997
Centre for Entomological Studies Miscellaneous Papers 43: 4 (3-8).
Type-species: Spindasis waggae Sharpe, 1898, by monotypy.

=Jacksonia Heath, 1997.  Metamorphosis Occasional Supplement No. 2: 14 (1-60).  [Invalid because of Jacksonia Theobald, 1923 [Hemiptera].]

A purely Afrotropical genus containing a single species.

Cesa waggae (Sharpe, 1898)

Spindasis waggae Sharpe, 1898.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1898: 372 (369-372).

Cesa waggae (Sharpe, 1898).  Seven, 1997: 4 comb. nov.
Type locality: Somalia: “Wagga Mountain, 6,000 ft.”.

Distribution: Somalia.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Genus Crudaria Wallengren, 1875
Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm 32 (1): 86 (83-137).
Type-species: Arhopala (?) leroma Wallengren, 1857, by monotypy.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing three species.

Crudaria capensis van Son, 1956

Crudaria capensis van Son, 1956.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 22: 505 (503-509).

Type locality: South Africa: “Uniondale Road, C.P.”.

Diagnosis: Most closely related to C.wykehami, from which it apparently can be separated by differences in the genitalia.  Also closely related to C. leroma.  Distinguished from the latter, on the underside of the forewing, by the oblique row of discal spots (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Uniondale Road (TL); Cookhouse (Walton and Clark); Witmos (V. Pringle).

Western Cape Province – near Calitzdorp (Van Son and Badham).

Northern Cape Province – Kenhardt (I. Coetzer).

Common name: Cape grey.

Habitat: ?

Habits: The flight is fast but usually not quite as rapid as that of C. leroma.  Specimens settle frequently, mostly on the lower branches of acacia thorn trees.  Both sexes feed from the flowers of shrubs (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: October to December (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

(Probably) Zygophyllum retrofractum Thunb. (Zygophyllaceae) [Heath, 1997: 15; locality not specified].

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Crudaria leroma (Wallengren, 1857)

Arhopala (?) leroma Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 42 (55 pp.).
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Crudaria leroma.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Hot Springs, S. Rhodesia.  29.12.63.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3894).
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Crudaria leroma.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Khandizwe Montain, Malelane, Kruger National Park, South Africa.  11 November, 1998.  M.C. Williams (Williams Collection).
Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Diagnosis: The species is very variable and it is possible that there are one or more undescribed taxa presently subsumed in leroma (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (south), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Rovince, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Northern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kigonsera.

Zambia – Lusaka; Victoria Falls; Kafue Flats; Mazabuka; lower Chambeshi Valley (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (Williams, Dec. 2006).

Eastern Cape Province – Baviaan’s River, in the Bedford district; Witmos; Embotyi (E. Pringle); East London (Clark); Coffee Bay (I. Coetzer).

Northern Cape Province – Kuruman (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).
Common name: Silver-spotted grey.

Habitat: Dry savanna.

Habits: Flies low and fast, usually settling on the ground or low vegetation.  They are fond of feeding from the flowers of acacia trees (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year in warm areas and from October to March in cooler areas (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, 1951: 127

Clark & Dickson, 1971: 160, plate 79 Clark and Dickson, 1971: 160 [as Crudaria leroma; Eastern Cape].

"Egg:  0.7 mm diam. x 0.6 mm high.  Laid singly or in small batches on the stalk of a young shoot.  Those laid earliest have abdominal scales adhering to them.  The eggs are pure white and hatch after some 7 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva (5-instar group):  1st instar 1.5 mm, growing to 2.5 mm in 6 days; 2nd instar growing to 5 mm in 7 days; 3rd instar growing to 8 mm in 7 days; 4th instar growing to 13 mm in 8 days; 5th instar growing to 20 mm in 14 days.  Larva (6-instar group):  1st instar 1.5 mm, growing to 2.5 mm in 7 days; 2nd instar growing to 4.5 mm in 7 days; 3rd instar growing to 6 mm in 7 days; 4th instar growing to 11 mm in 5 days; 5th instar growing to 14 mm in 5 days; 6th instar growing to 20 mm in 20 days.  Larvae pass through either 5 or 6 instars.  The honey-gland is present in the 2nd and following instars, while the tubercles are present in all the instars.  In the 3rd instar there is a circular 'dishing' on the dorsum of the 5th segment.  In the 5-instar group this dishing is present on the 5th and 8th segments, but in the 6-instar group only on the 5th segment, in the 4th instar.  All subsequent instars have dishings on segments 5 to 8 inclusive.  These dishings exude a liquid which is, apparently, akin to that of the honey-gland and it is imbibed by ants.  Larvae are gregarious to the 3rd or 4th instars - in small groups.  Those of the 6-instar group may hibernate.  The tubercles of the larger larvae are able to function independently.  Pupa:  10 mm.  There are no cremastral hooks and the pupa rest unattached in a small nest-like covering of leaves."  "Some people are inclined to place this species close to the Aloeides, ..... but the eggs are quite different and the arrangement of the setae of the 7th segment of the 1st larval instar shows no connection, but indicates a not too distant relationship to the Poecilmitis.  In the later instars larvae develop the 'dishing' in the centre of the segments, dorsally, similar to that of Spindasis.  In cross-section, the 1st-instar larva has a rounded dorsum as in Poecilmitis.  The Aloeides have an hexagonal cross-section."  Recorded from eggs from the eastern Cape Province."

Larval food:

Acacia karroo Hayne (Fabaceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 160].

Acacia sieberiana DC. (Fabaceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 227; Zimbabwe].

Elephantorrhiza burkei (Fabaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].
Associated ant:

Anoplolepis custodiens [Pringle, et al., 1994: 227].
zorites Hewitson, 1874 (as sp. of Zeritis).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1874: 354 (343-355).  South Africa.
delagoensis Sharpe, 1891 (as sp. of Cigaritis).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 8: 240 (240-241).  Mozambique: “Delagoa Bay”.
albomaculata Aurivillius, 1923 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as f. of Crudaria leroma).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 432 (614 pp.).  No locality.
Crudaria wykehami Dickson, 1983

Crudaria wykehami Dickson, 1983.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 95: 1 (1-6).

Type locality: South Africa: “Western Cape Province: Fraserburg”.

Diagnosis: Most closely related to C.capensis, from which it apparently can be separated by differences in the genitalia.  Compared to C. leroma the male is much smaller and darker.  In both sexes the hindwing tail is absent (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Northern Cape Province).  Known only from the type locality, where it is sympatric with the more abundant C. leroma.

Specific localities:

Northern Cape Province – Teekloof Pass, Fraserburg district (Wykeham; TL).

Common name: Wykeham’s grey.

Habitat: Karoo.  In open patches between Acacia karoo trees (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Specimens are particularly active in the early morning and late afternoon, flying vigorously among the trees.  During the heat of the day they are less active, spending much time resting on low plants or on the ground (Wykeham, vide Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: Specimens have been recorded from November to February (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Acacia karroo (Fabaceae) [Botha & Botha, 2006: 187 (their reference for this record is erroneous)].

Associated ant: Nothing published.
Genus Chrysoritis Butler, 1898
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 848 (817-850).
Type-species: Zeritis oreas Trimen, 1891, by original designation.

= Nais Swainson, 1833 in Swainson, 1832-3.  Zoological illustrations, or original figures and descriptions of new, rare or interesting animals selected chiefly from the class of Ornithology, Entomology and Conchology (2) 3: pl. 136 ([ix] pp.). London.  Type-species: Nais splendens Swainson, by monotypy. [Invalid; junior homonym of Nais Müller, 1771.]

= Poecilmitis Butler, 1899.  Entomologist 32: 78 (77-78).  Type-species: Zeritis lycegenes Trimen, 1874, by original designation. [Synonymized with Chrysoritis by Heath, 1997 (Metamorphosis Occasional Supplement No. 2: 16 (1-60)).]
= Bowkeria Quickelberge, 1972.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 84: 89 (85-94).   Type-species: Zeritis phosphor Trimen, 1864, by monotypy. [Synonymized with Chrysoritis by Heath, 1997 (Metamorphosis Occasional Supplement No. 2: 16 (1-60)).]
= Oxychaeta Tite & Dickson, 1973.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 29: 232 (227-280).  Type-species: Phasis dicksoni Gabriel, 1947, by original designation. [Synonymized with Chrysoritis by Heath, 1997 (Metamorphosis Occasional Supplement No. 2: 16 (1-60)).]
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Chrysoritis uranus female.

Photo Jeremy Dobson.

A purely Afrotropical genus containing 42 species.  Generic revision by Heath (2001 and Heath & Pringle, 2007).  The species-groups into which the genus is divided follow Heath & Pringle, 2007.  The species-groups are:

oreas species-group  (2 spp.)

phosphor species-group  (1 sp.)

chrysaor species-group (7 spp.)

zeuxo species-group (2 spp.)

pyroeis species-group (2 spp.)

chrysantas species-group (1 sp.)

thysbe species-group (27 spp.)

OREAS SPECIES-GROUP

Chrysoritis oreas (Trimen, 1891)

Zeritis oreas Trimen, 1891.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1891: 176 (169-178).

Chrysoritis oreas (Trimen, 1891).  Heath, 1997 comb. nov.
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Chrysoritis oreas female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Bulwer Mountain, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 16 October, 2005.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
Type locality: South Africa: “Natal: Drakensberg (alt. 7,000 ft.)”.

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Mount Niginya, at 2 100 m (on the Watershed between the Bushmans and Little Tugela rivers) (Hutchinson; TL); Loteni (Pennington); Sani Pass; Garden Castle; Bushman’s Nek; Bulwer Mountain (Pringle et al., 1994).

Common name: Drakensberg opal.

Habitat: Areas with short grass, in montane grassland (Pringle et al., 1994).

Habits: Specimens are reluctant to fly but, if disturbed, fly rapidly and erratically before soon resettling, usually on the ground (Pringle et al., 1994).  However, Ficq (vide Pringle et al., 1994) noted that on sunny, windless days it is very active, alert, and may fly considerable distances if disturbed (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: End of September to middle of November (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Thesium species (Santalaceae) [Heath, 1997: 40].

Associated ant:

Myrmicaria species near nigra [Heath, 1997: 40].
Chrysoritis dicksoni (Gabriel, 1947)

Phasis dicksoni Gabriel, 1947.  Entomologist 80: 60 (60-61).

Oxychaeta dicksoni (Gabriel, 1947).  Tite & Dickson, 1973 comb. nov.

Chrysoritis dicksoni (Gabriel, 1947).  Heath, 1997 comb. nov.
Type locality: South Africa: “Cape Province, near Melkbosch Strand”.

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – near Melkbosstrand (Dickson; TL); Witsand (Schoeman and Stuckenberg); near Vermaaklikheid (the Pringles).

Common name: Dickson’s opal.

Habitat: Fynbos.

Habits: Occurs in extremely localized colonies.  The flight is brisk but not rapid, around small bushes, on which it alights frequently.  They may also alight on the ground, often with the wings held partially open (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: July to mid October, with peak emergence usually in the first half of September (Pringle et al., 1994).

Conservation status: Classified as endangered in the South African Red Data List.
Early stages:

Clark & Dickson, 1971: 189, plate 92 [as Phasis dicksoni; near Melkbosch Strand, Western Cape].
"Egg:  0.8 mm diam. x 0.5 mm high.  Laid singly, both on fresh plants and on dry vegetation at their base.  Whitish, changing to chocolate, and hatching after 18 days, or longer - sometimes up to 32-33 days.  The micropyle is sunken, the depression being prominent, and the surface-pattern consists of a fine network of very shallow ridges, the cells on the greater part of the surface being triangular or, in some cases, irregularly four-sided, with slight, flattened prominences at the intersections of the ridges.  Under high magnifications the cell-surfaces are seen to be irregular in texture.  The larva emerges through an opening eaten out of the top of the egg.  Larva:  1st instar, 1.5 mm on emergence - or about 1.8 mm if somewhat extended.  The later instars are not known - apart form the final one – but the larval life appears to extend over a period of some nine months.  The tubercles, in a rudimentary form, are already present in the 1st instar and their extension, simultaneously, has been observed.  No observations have been made as yet on any honey-gland in this species and it is only presumed that this is present at a later stage.  In the 1st instar the head is very dark brown to black, shiny and bears some pale setae.  The body of the larva is pale whitish-grey, with dull red to vinous longitudinal lines and other markings.  Neck-shield large, very dark brown to black, with a light central, anterior incision and a smaller posterior one; anal-shield small, dark brown.  The main setae on the ridge are short laterally but considerably longer round the extremities of the body.  These setae are for the most part of a flattened form and broaden outwardly when viewed from above, and are white with dark or rather dark bases.  The dorsal setae in general are short or very short and are largely of a peculiar flattened, rounded form, and they are translucent white, on dark bases.  There are a pair of fine erectile setae on segment X. dorsally and posteriorly placed, which are translucent and finely branched, and of such a length that they do not reach the anterior edge of the anal-shield during full extension of the larva.  Incidentally, some of the setae on the ridge are minutely branched.  Lenticles which are present on the body can be seen in the illustrations.  (Note the spineless mole in lower left view of the 7th segment, which is common to Poecilmitis and Spindasis.)  The thoracic legs are pale translucent greyish, darkening towards the ends; the first pair very well developed, the second decidedly shorter and the third pair still more so.  In the final instar the larva is 15.5 mm in length (measurement of a single specimen only) when at rest and moderately expanded but with the head retracted, and very much of the form of a mature Lepidochrysops larva - ventrally flattened, the dorsum well arched and when viewed from above the larva narrowing noticeably towards each end.  Head small, very dark dull brown (apart from a pale division between the lobes) and shiny.  Colour of body rather light pinkish-brown, irrorated with dark dull brown, this irroration combining subdorsally, to produce a broad longitudinal line on each side of the larva, while there is another broad line immediately above the lateral ridge.  Mediodorsally, there is a broad salmon-coloured line.  Segment I is largely dull brown and the final segment is considerably marked with brown.  Ventrally, the larva is, on the whole, of a pale brownish-salmon colour.  The retractile tubercles appear to have their finely-rimmed dark casings about flush with the surface of the body (that of segment XI).  The larva is fringed dorsally with some fine, short, light setae.  Pupa:  11-16.5 mm.  Moderately thick in proportion to its length.  The anterior end rather finely rounded and the pupa then broadening abruptly to the wing-bases; thorax raised dorsally and (in the lateral view) a depression at its juncture with the abdomen.  The prothoracic section bearing two small prominences.  Greatest width of pupa attained at roughly three-quarters of distance along wing-cases.  The abdomen commences curving down dorsally from its third segment and terminates bluntly.  From a largely orange-brown colour, the pupa changes gradually to mainly very dark brown, but with some parts, including portions adjoining some of the abdominal segments, orangy-brown (the latter with a somewhat reddish tinge, as well as the extremity of the abdomen).  Spiracles small and inconspicuous, with a partial deep orange tinge.  A small raised orange-brown patch above the spiracle on each side of the 7th abdominal segment.  Cremastral hooks minute and slender, rather sparsely arranged at end of, and more or less beneath, the terminal segment.  From pupae taken from ants' nests, butterflies have merged [sic] after periods ranging from about one week to three weeks.  Pupae of Phasis dicksoni were first found on 20 Oct. 1963, when a nest of the ant Crematogaster peringueyi Emery was being investigated in the butterfly's type-locality near Melkbosch Strand.  The nests of this ant are constructed partly above and partly below the ground.  A second nest was then partly opened up and was found to contain a very large number of larvae and pupae of the butterfly, in about equal numbers, all the larvae seen being full-grown specimens.  Besides the ants, there were numerous ant-larvae in these nests and it is assumed that the latter constitute the diet of the larvae of this butterfly.  On 26 Aug. a male specimen of Ph. dicksoni, with the wings only slightly expanded, was found in another ants' nest."  "Recorded from eggs, larvae and pupae from near Melkbosch Stand, western Cape Province."

Henning & Henning, 1989: 70
Pringle et al., 1994: 177.

Heath & Brinkman, 1995: 117 [locality not noted]

"Dickson (pers comm.) stated that the month when the larvae and pupae were discovered as given by Clark & Dickson (1971) was incorrect and that it was August, not October."  "In September 1994, a female O. dicksoni butterfly was captured near Cape Town and induced to oviposit by being placed in a small carton covered by netting, and containing some Phylica stems together with two C. perengueyi ants taken from a nest at the same site.  These were replaced by other ants from the same nest every two days.  About twenty of the eggs laid by the female were retained for this study and the remainder returned to the O. dicksoni population site and deposited in what seemed to be suitable places, close to associated ant nests and scale infestations.  Two arrangements were used for studying the larvae and their relationship with C. perengueyi ants.  The first consisted of a raised wooden board, one metre square, with feet in water.  A plastic bucket containing sand and a small ants' nest (taken from the perimeter of the O. dicksoni population site), together with a potted Phylica plant previously infested with armoured scale, was placed on the wooden board.  This was placed in a light, but sheltered, position outside, to allow the plant and scale to survive.  The other arrangement consisted of a petri dish containg one or more O. dicksoni larvae and two perengueyi ants; this was placed under the microscope for detailed observations.  The ants were replaced every two days by others taken from the nest from which the female had emerged.  The ants were fed on honey-water solution and insect carrion."  "The larva [in the petri dish] was seen to raise its front section and beg for food directly in front of the ant.  This was repeated several times, together with a vigorous clasping motion of the first pair of legs.  However, there was no response from the ant, which remained motionless throughout this process.  Eggs and larvae of the ant were placed in the petri dish but the O. dicksoni larvae took no interest, even when walking over them.  Three more first instar larvae were placed on a cut piece of Phylica stem infested with armoured scale (but without ants).  The larvae settled close to the scale without wandering, and remained alive for four or five days without any sign of feeding."  "A search was made [on 4th Sep., 1994] beneath the Phylica [axillaris Lam.] bush from where the [newly hatched] female had emerged.  A slightly convex carton, nest-like structure, about 40mm high and 80 to 100mm wide, could be seen among the stems ....p. 121 to continue

Heath, 1998: 160.

Larval food:

Suspected to be ant brood [Clark & Dickson, 1971: 189].

Trophallaxis with host-ant [Heath & Brinkman, 1995: 117]  (Note:  Trophallaxis was not demonstrated by the authors to be responsible for the development of the larvae through all their larval instars).

Associated ant:

Crematogaster peringueyi Emery [Clark & Dickson, 1971: 189].

Specific literature:

Pringle, E.L. 1990.  Metamorphosis 1 (27): 11.
PHOSPHOR SPECIES-GROUP

Chrysoritis phosphor (Trimen, 1864)

Zeritis phosphor Trimen, 1864.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 2: 178 (175-180).

Bowkeria phosphor (Trimen, 1864).  Quickelberge 1972 comb. nov.

Chrysoritis phosphor (Trimen, 1864).  Heath, 1997 comb. nov.
Type locality: South Africa: “Bashee River, Kaffraria”.

Distribution: South Africa.

Common name: Scarce opal.

Habitat: Montane forest.

Habits: The flight is rapid.  Specimens are rarely seen, quite possibly because they spend most of the time in the forest canopy.  Both sexes feed from flowers, those of brambles and chrysanthemums having specifically been noted (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: Most months of the year (Pringle et al., 1994).

Conservation status: Classified as vulnerable in the South African Red Data List.
Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Associated ant:

Unknown but suspected to be an arboreal Crematogaster species [Heath, 1997: 39].
Chrysoritis phosphor phosphor (Trimen, 1864)

Zeritis phosphor Trimen, 1864.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 2: 178 (175-180).

Bowkeria phosphor (Trimen, 1864).  Quickelberge 1972 comb. nov.

Chrysoritis phosphor (Trimen, 1864).  Heath, 1997 comb. nov.
Type locality: South Africa: “Bashee River, Kaffraria”.

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Bashee River (Bowker; TL); ‘Boolo’ Forest, Tsomo River (Bowker); Stutterheim area; Amatola Mountains; Katberg (Pringle et al., 1994); near Fort Beaufort (McMaster).
Chrysoritis phosphor borealis (Quickelberge, 1972)

Bowkeria phosphor borealis Quickelberge, 1972.  Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 84: 90 (85-94).

Chrysoritis phosphor borealis (Quickelberge, 1972).  Heath, 1997 comb. nov.
Type locality: South Africa: “Yellowwoods, Natal”.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in that the forewings are more pointed; hindwing tail longer and straighter; male brighter on upperside of wings; on the forewing upperside the mark at the end of the cell is a streak rather than a spot; less intense black suffusion on hindwing upperside; ground-colour on underside darker (Pringle et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal).

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga – Kowyn’s Pass (Swanepoel, 1953); near Barberton (Pringle et al., 1994).

KwaZulu-Natal – Yellowwoods, near Balgowan (Pennington; TL); Balgowan – Methleys (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Higgins); Karkloof Falls area (Pennington).
