FAMILY  LYCAENIDAE
SUBFAMILY  THECLINAE

Swainson, 1830
TRIBE  THECLINI

Swainson, 1830
SUBTRIBE  AMBLYPODIINA

Doherty, 1886
A small subtribe, with a single genus (Myrina) comprising five species in the Afrotropical Region.  In the Oriental Region the subtribe is represented by two genera – Amblypodia Horsfield, 1829 and Iraota Moore, 1881.

Genus Myrina Fabricius, 1807
In: Illiger, K., Magazin für Insektenkunde 6: 286 (277-289).
Type-species: Papilio alcides Cramer, by subsequent designation (Kirby, 1870.  Journal of the Linnean Society of London (Zoology) 10: 500 (494-503).).

A purely Afrotropical genus containing five species.  Commonly known as Fig-tree Blues because the larvae use species of figs (Ficus – Moraceae) as larval host plants.  One species is confined to primary forest, two species occur in savanna habitats and the widespread M. silenus is found in habitats varying from forest to subdesert.  The genitalia are characteristic for the genus but there are few differences between the species.  The hindwing possesses a single long, thick, often furled tail at vein 1b, which reminds one of a miniature dried tobacco leaf.

Myrina anettae de Fleury, 1924

Myrina anettae de Fleury, 1924.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 1924: 161 (161-162).

Type locality: Guinea: “Dinguiraige (Guinée Française)”.

Distribution: Guinea, Ghana, Uganda (east).

Habitat: Savanna.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (1991: 179) discusses the relationship of this taxon to M. subornata Lathy, 1903 and implies that M. anettae may well be a junior synonym of the former.  In his book on West African butterflies (Larsen, 2005a) he states that he considers it to be a junior synonym of M. subornata but does not formally synonymize it.
Myrina dermaptera (Wallengren, 1857)

Loxura dermaptera Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 34 (55 pp.).

Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique?, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Common name: Lesser fig-tree blue.

Habitat: Savanna and open forest.

Habits: Adults tend to keep to the crown of tall trees and do not tend to fly much.  They are not known to visit flowers (Larsen, 1991).  The flight is fast and elusive.  Specific, large fig trees tend to be used as larval foodplants and very large numbers of pupae may be found, at times, at the base of such “breeding trees” (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 2: 145 [as Myrina Dermaptera (Wallengren); Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].



“Pupa.  Resembling that of M. ficedula [M. silenus].  Dull-brown, paler along middle of back.  Under side, including head and wing covers, dark olivaceous-brown.  Described from a drawing by Mr. (now Captain) H.C. Harford, who wrote in 1869 that he had found the larvae on a fig-tree near D’Urban.”

Trimen & Bowker, 1889: 413 [as Myrina dermaptera; Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].



“Larva.  Dull pale olivaceous-green, except seventh segment, which is ferruginous; a conspicuous white median mark on sixth segment, and a similar one on eighth segment, both apparently extending partly on the ferruginous seventh segment.  This note of the colouring of the larva is made from a drawing (giving a dorsal view only) by Mrs. Barber of a full-grown specimen just before pupation, found near D’Urban, Natal.  Mrs. Barber’s figure of the pupa (dorsal view) resembles that by Captain Harford, noted in the text [see above].”

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 145, plate 73 [as Myrina dermaptera dermaptera; East London, Eastern Cape].

"Egg:  0.9 mm diam. x 0.6 mm high.  Generally laid on a stalk of a young shoot.  Pure white, until the young larva develops inside the egg.  There may be more than one egg on a shoot.  Eggs hatch after some 6-10 days.  Discarded shells are not eaten.  Larva:  1st instar 1.5 mm, growing to 3 mm in 4 days; 2nd instar growing to 5.5-6 mm in 4 days; 3rd instar growing to 10 mm in 4 days; 4th instar growing to 18 mm in 10 days.  There is a honey-gland in the 2nd and subsequent instars, but the tubercles are not apparent until the final instar, and they are very sluggish in action.  Larvae can alter their shape by pinching in the 8th segment and in this attitude they resemble a scale-insect.  When nearing pupation, larvae crawl to the roots and the pupae are found among small ants.  Larvae pupating on the tree are parasitized and too weak, apparently, to crawl further down the tree.  There are a number of broods, and hibernation may also occur in some localities.  Pupa:  12-13 mm.  Secured by the cremastral hooks to a silken pad.  If among ants at the roots of the tree, the pupae are generally protected by a covering made by the ants and also silk spun by the larvae; but the pupae seem to be at least partially covered by spiders' web, also, on occasion - vide Trimen (1887).  Emergence takes place after some 18-20 days, or much longer.  Parasites:  Egg.  Destroyed by small Chalcids.  Larva. Killed by the Tachinid, Aplomyia versicolor, in the final instar.  The larva turns pink, then the maggot escapes from the side and pupates among rubbish.  Also killed by a Pimpla sp. near P. propsrala.  Pupa:  Killed by a Pimpla sp. near P. propsrala and the Tachinids Aplomyia versicolor, A. latimana and Ctenophorocera coerulea.  There are two or three Pimpla spp. that attack the larvae, and emerge from the pupa by breaking away the headpiece.  Tachinid maggots pupate among rubbish, generally 24-36 hours after eating their way out of the side of a larva or pupa, and the fly emerges 15 days later.  During October (in East London) many full-grown larvae may be seen crawling down a tree trunk to the roots to pupate, and an occasional Pimpla may be seen on the trunk.  The pupae are found in pockets among the roots or in crevices in the trunk above the ground, while some occur a little below ground level, hidden under dead leaves and debris."  "It has been noticed that only certain, individual Ficus trees are often frequented by or selected for breeding by the butterfly...".  "Recorded from eggs and larvae from East London, Cape Province."

Larval food:

Ficus species (Moraceae) [Harford, in Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 2: 145].

Ficus burkei (Moraceae) [Migdoll, 1989].

Ficus natalensis (Moraceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].
Ficus petersii Warb. (Moraceae) [Platt (1921) in Clark and Dickson, 1971: 145].

Ficus sur Forssk. (Moraceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 168].

Ficus thonningii Blume (syn. burkei (Miq.) Miq.) (Moraceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 326;Pringle, et al., 1994: 168].

Myrina dermaptera dermaptera (Wallengren, 1857)

Loxura dermaptera Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 34 (55 pp.).

Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Distribution: Mozambique – south?, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal - coast, Eastern Cape Province - coast), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Abel Erasmus Pass (Williams); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

KwaZulu-Natal – Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Amahlongwa (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953).
Eastern Cape Province – East London (Swanepoel, 1953).
Myrina dermaptera nyassae Talbot, 1935

Myrina dermaptera nyassae Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 78 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).
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Myrina dermaptera nyassae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Umtali, S. Rh.  1.10.1961.  R.J. Gallagher.  (Henning collection - H247).
Type locality: Malawi: “Nyasaland: Fort Johnson”.

Diagnosis: Compared to the nominate subspecies the blue scaling on the upperside is of a lighter shade and is more extensive, partucularly in the male (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Kenya (south and central), Tanzania (east), Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe (east).

Spcific localities:

Kenya – Nairobi; Ngong; Karura; Machakos; Dabida; Meru; Shimba Hills; Kerio Valley.

Zambia – Ikelenge; Ndola; Kitwe; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Mutare (Pringle, et al., 1994); Christon Bank; Marondera (Chitty); west of Harare (Bampton and Mullin).
Myrina sharpei Bethune-Baker, 1906

Myrina sharpei Bethune-Baker, 1906.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 17: 106 (104-110).

Type locality: Uganda: “N’tebi”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kakamega Forest (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest; Munene Forest (uncommon in all) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Common name: Sharpe’s fig tree blue.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: Specimens of this butterfly are rarely encountered, presumably because they remain, for most of the time, in the forest canopy (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: 

Ficus capensis Thunb. (Moraceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 328].
Myrina sharpei sharpei Bethune-Baker, 1906

Myrina sharpei Bethune-Baker, 1906.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 17: 106 (104-110).

Type locality: Uganda: “N’tebi”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Lualaba), Uganda, Kenya (west - Kakamega district), Tanzania (north-west).
Myrina sharpei fontainei Stempffer, 1961

Myrina sharpei fontainei Stempffer, 1961.  Annales Musée Royal de l’Afrique Centrale (8) 94: 54 (73 pp.).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Uele: Paulis”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Uele).  Known only from the type locality.
Myrina silenus (Fabricius, 1775)

Papilio silenus Fabricius, 1775.  Systema Entomologiae: 531 (832 pp.). Flensburgi & Lipsiae.
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Myrina silenus silenus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Bangui, R.C.A.  Rev Godart.  (Henning collection - H348).
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon Africae”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Chad, Sudan, Uganda, Ethiopia, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Common name: Common fig-tree blue.

Habitat: Mainly savanna but can penetrate forest and subdesert.  In West Africa mainly in Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: The flight is fast and direct.  Males establish territories on the flats or on hill-tops, perching on the leaves of bushes or small trees.  Individuals may spend much of their time in the canopy of large fig trees (the larval foodplant).  Adults rarely visit flowers but Seth-Smith (1938) recorded it on the flowers of Parkia filicoides in northern Ghana.  Larsen (2005a) believes that the nectar of these flowers ferments since he has also seen species of Cymothoe feeding from them.  M. silenus also does not mud-puddle (Larsen, 1991).  Schultze (in Aurivillius, 1905) observed specimens feeding from the rotting fruits of sausage trees (Kigelia pinnata), accompanied by Charaxes varanes and C. epijasius.  In Oman they have also been noted feeding from fruit (photograph in Larsen & Larsen, 1980). In Techiman, Ghana Larsen (2005a) observed a male on the extrafloral nectaries of the leaf of an evergreen tree.

Flight period: All year (ssp. ficedula).  September to December (ssp. penningtoni).

Early stages:

Trimen, 1866: 220 (Rhop. Afr. Aust., ii. p. 220, note).

Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 2: 143 [as Myrina Ficedula Trimen].


“Larva.  Length, 9 to 11 lin.; greatest width, 3¾ lin.  Very strongly convex on back, but flattened ventrally; lateral margin throughout produced into a fleshy border, concealing head and legs; each segment from second to ninth (both inclusive) with a dorsal hump, most prominent on fourth, eighth, and ninth segments.  Yellowish-green; first and last segments, as well as a more or less interrupted median dorsal stripe, pale-ashy; the stripe irregularly varied with ferruginous-ochreous, slightly narrowing from first segment to dorsal hump (ferruginous-ochreous) on fourth segment, but widening much from sixth segment so as to cover all dorsal portion of seventh and eighth segments except a large and conspicuous pure-white spot on eighth segment terminating in white hump.  On ninth segment, dorsal hump pale-ashy, and a good-sized pure-white spot on each lateral margin.  All darker parts distinctly speckled with black; the green parts only very thinly so.  Head and legs black.  Spiracles and pro-legs ferruginous-ochreous.  Plate I, ff. 7 (from my own drawings)”.  “Pupa.  Stout and broad, not unlike the contracted larva in general form, constricted about middle; back of thorax bluntly ridged; abdomen very wide and rounded, varying from greenish-brown to dull brownish-ochreous, the wing-covers and under side generally, and a narrow median dorsal stripe dull dark-brown.  Frontal region of thorax varied with paler brown, which also forms a broad border on each side of dorsal stripe on abdomen.  In some specimens the hinder part of the thorax and the sides of the abdomen are on the back varied with white.  Attached by the tail only, but in a horizontal position, to leaves of the food-plant – usually on the underside, or to its twigs.  Plate I, ff. 7a (from my own drawings).”



The larvae found by me in March 1859 at Knysna, feeding on the cultivated fig, were proved to belong to this species by the subsequent discovery and rearing to their perfect state of quite similar ones taken on Ficus Natalensis By Mrs. Barber near Grahamstown.  In 1870 I had the pleasure of visiting Mrs. Barber at Highlands, and gladly took the opportunity of studying and rearing the larvae, the food-plants of which were growing against the ‘stoep’ [verandah] of the house.  There is no doubt that their peculiar colouring is highly protective, agreeing very thoroughly with that of the terminal green shoots, the bract and occasional withered portions of which are ferruginous; while the conspicuous white spots most completely resemble the drops of milk-like sap that exude from the stems and leaves on the slightest wound.  Moreover, both the larva (when in a slightly contracted position) and the pupa bear a very strong resemblance to the small, rough, ashy-varied fruits of their food-plants.  I found that those pupae which were disclosed at large on the plants were much greener and more like the little figs than those which resulted from larvae kept captive in a dimly-lighted breeding-cage.”

Lamborn and Poulton, 1911: xcix-c.

Lamborn, 1914: 472.


Pupal period 10 days (n = 1).

Murray, 1935: 66.

Jackson, 1937: 212 [Mt. Elgon, Kenya].

"The larva feeds on the young shoots of Ficus ingens Miq., Moraceae, and other figs.  Egg.  The egg is circular and white, with a pretty network pattern over the surface.  It is evenly domed, with a small central black spot.  More than 1 mm. in diameter.  It is laid on the tips of the unopened shoots.  Larva.  About 1.5-2 mm. long on emergence, it is posteriorly yellowish-green and anteriorly brown.  The dorsum is at first flattened, rising at segment 4 to a hump, then of even height, and corrugate to the ninth segment, finally a broad shield as at the posterior extremity.  Segments 4, 8, and 9 are larger and thicker than the rest and reddish-brown.  When full grown the ground-colour is green, the intersegmental regions deeply incised, each individual segment being triangular with the exception of the three thoracic ones, which are square and double ridged.  Segment 4 is large, triangular, and red; segment 7 smaller, but also red;  segments 8 and 9 very much enlarged, the former white, the latter green, and both powdered with minute black spots.  Head small and black, carapace heavy but not as adequate as usual.  Laterally on segments 9 and 10 are respectively, large red and white spots.  The anal segments are flattened and truncate, possessing tubercles and gland.  The tubercles are blunt thick yellowish structures which are exserted at a slight angle outwards from the vertical, but are not oscillated.  They are placed just below the gland and close to each other; the gland is situated centrally above them and has a large pinkish oval orifice.  Length, 25 mm.  Pupa.  The pupa is dull brownish-green, broad, blunt, and much contracted.  It is "waisted" laterally and dorsally between the thoracic and abdominal segments.  The thorax is ridged, curving evenly to the head-case, the width being much the same throughout, although slightly wider at the wing-cases and thence tapering in both directions.  Between the green wing-cases and the thorax are some white markings; dorsal line dark sepia reaching only to the thorax, head-cases very blunt.  Length, 20 mm.; breadth, 8 mm.  Parasites.  Four species of Neotypus (Hymen., Ichneumonidae) were bred.  Locality.  Mt. Elgon, 18 miles S.W. of Kitale, 6-7000 feet, Sept., 1933."

Seth-Smith, 1938 [Ghana].

Clark and Dickson, 1971: 144, plate 72 [as Myrina silenus ficedula; Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape].

"Egg:  0.95 mm diam. x 0.6 mm high.  Generally laid singly, on a leaf or twig, but two or three eggs may be found in close proximity to one another.  They are white until shortly before hatching, which takes place after some 6 days.  The discarded shell is not eaten.  Larva:  1st instar 1.5 mm, growing to 3.5 mm in 4 days; 2nd instar growing to 7 mm in 3-4 days; 3rd instar growing to 11 mm in 3-4 days; 4th instar growing to 18-22 mm in 10 days.  The discarded skins are eaten.  The honey-gland and tubercles are present in the 2nd and subsequent instars.  The colour of the larva varies, especially in the final instar.  One extreme is plain light-green, except for a conspicuous white tip to the 8th segment and a white patch on the side of the 9th segment, the setae being modified and brown.  The other extreme has most of the green obliterated by salmon-brown and the setae are black.  Larvae can alter their shape by pinching in the 8th segment, which makes them resemble buds or young fruit (figs).  There is a succession of broods.  Pupa:  14-15 mm.  Secured to a fallen dead leaf, twig or the bark of a tree, sometimes among the tangled roots, by the cremastral hooks, which are entangled in a silken mat.  Partial hibernation may take place in very cold weather.  Parasitized larvae pupate close to where they were feeding.  Emergence takes place after some 20 days.  Parasites:  Egg.  Infested by small Chalcids and sucked out by bugs.  Larva.  Killed by a Pimpla sp. near P. propsrala and the Tachinids Aplomyia versicolor, A. latrimana and Ctenophorocera coerulea.  There are two or three Pimpla that attack the larvae and emerge from the pupa by breaking away the headpiece.  Tachinid maggots pupate, generally among rubbish, 24-36 hours after eating their way out of the side of the larva or pupa, and the parasite emerges after 15 days.  Young larvae feed on the surface of a young leaf, protected under a silken mat.  Later, larvae feed on the edge of the leaf, relying on their shape and coloration for protection.  Some larvae occupy the eaten out gap with their body.  Young fruit are also burrowed into.  Altough leaves and twigs of Ficus exude a sticky white liquid, larvae have a means of preventing this from happening.  The tubercles are very sluggish and are seldom extended, and then only partially, but if fully extended they remain thus extruded for some appreciable time."  "Recorded from eggs and larvae from Port Elizabeth."

Carcasson, 1981 [larva and pupa].

Henning, S., 1983: 71 [Florida, Gauteng; Naboomspruit, Limpopo Province; and other localities in the Transvaal (senso lato)].

"This species was bred from eggs and larvae collected at Florida, Naboomspruit and several other localities in the Transvaal.  It feeds on several species of Ficus, including F. cordata Thunb., F. capensis Thunb., F. natalensis (Miq.) Hochst., F. stipulata L. (Moraceae).  The eggs were laid singly on a leaf of twig of the foodplant.  The young larvae fed on the surface of a leaf, protected under a silken mat.  The older larvae fed on the edge of the leaf, appearing to rely on their shape and coloration for protection.  Young fruit were also occasionally burrowed into.  The honey-gland and tubercles were present in the second and subsequent instars.  The larvae were attended by various species of ant belonging to the genus Camponotus.  The pupa is secured to a twig or to the bark of the tree, often among the tangled roots, by the cremastral hooks only."

Wykeham and Cottrell, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 168 [as Myrina silenus penningtoni; locality not specified].

"Larvae in various instars, but mainly the final, were found by Wykeham on a young two-metre tree of the foodplant on 2 November 1976 and were duly reared to the imaginal stage.  These larvae were lighter in colour than those of M. silenus ficedula, with a noticeable reduction in the marking as a whole.  However, some larvae which Cottrell subsequently found darkened markedly when being reared in captivity under unnatural conditions."

Larval food:

Ficus asperifolia (Moraceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 95].

Ficus carica (Moraceae) (exotic) [Trimen, 1866: 220? and Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 2: 143; Knysna].

Ficus cordata Thunb. (Moraceae) [Platt (1921) in Clark and Dickson, 1971: 144 (for ssp. ficedula].

Ficus cordata Thunb. (Moraceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 168; for ssp. penningtoni)].

Ficus cordata Thunb. (Moraceae) [Pringle, et al., 1994: 168; for ssp. suzannae)].

Ficus hochstetteri Reich. (Moraceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 326].

Ficus ingens (Miq.) Miq. (Moraceae) [Jackson, 1937: 212; Pringle et al., 1994: 168 (for ssp. ficedula)].

Ficus natalensis (Miq.) Hochst. (Moraceae) [Mrs. Barber, in Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 2: 143].

Ficus petersii Warb. (Moraceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 144].

Ficus pumila L. (syn. stipulata L.) (Moraceae) [Clark and Dickson, 1971: 144; (for ssp. ficedula)].

Ficus sur Forssk. (syn. capensis Thunb.) (Moraceae) [Platt (1921) in Clark and Dickson, 1971: 144; (for ssp. ficedula)].

Associated ant:

Camponotus maculatus F. (Formicidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 472 (Nigeria)].

Camponotus akwapimensis Mayr. var. poultoni For. (Formicidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 472 (Nigeria)].

Camponotus species (Formicidae) [Henning, S., 1983: 71].
Myrina silenus silenus (Fabricius, 1775)

Papilio silenus Fabricius, 1775.  Systema Entomologiae: 531 (832 pp.). Flensburgi & Lipsiae.
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Myrina silenus silenus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Bangui, R.C.A.  Rev Godart.  (Henning collection - H348).
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leon Africae”.

Diagnosis:  The chestnut coloured apical patch on the forewing upperside is sometimes absent, especially in specimens from Senegal, the Gambia and Sierra Leone.  Females sometimes entirely lack blue scaling in addition to not having the chestnut apical patches (form corax) (Larsen, 2005a).  The genitalia have been figured by Stempffer (1967).

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Chad, Sudan, Uganda, Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Ankasa N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).
Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon, et al., 2001).

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia – Mwinilunga (Terblanche) (Heath, et al., 2002).
alcides Cramer, 1776 in Cramer, 1775-6 (as sp. of Papilio).  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia Africa en America 1: 150 (155 pp.).  Sierra Leone: “Sierra Leone. Afrika”.
corax Stoll, 1781 in Stoll, 1780-2 (as sp. of Papilio).  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 4 [part]: 176 (29-252). Amsteldam & Utrecht.  “Guine”.
deserticola Stempffer, 1969 (as ssp. of Myrina silenus).  Bulletin de l’Institut Fondamental de l’Afrique Noire (A) 31: 96 (87-101).  Chad: “Tibetsi, massif du Koussou, 2000 m”.  Note: Larsen (2005a: 178) appears to accept this taxon as a valid subspecies of silenus.
Myrina silenus ficedula Trimen, 1879

Myrina ficedula Trimen, 1879.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1879: 340 (323-346).
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Myrina silenus ficedula.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Trelawney, S. Rhodesia.  3.II.47.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM3812).
Type locality: South Africa: “Cape Colony: Knysna; Fort Warden, Kei River. Kafirland: Bashee River. Natal: Udland’s Mission Station and Great Novdsberg; D’Urban. Transvaal: Leydenburg District”.

Distribution: Kenya (south), Tanzania, Zambia (widespread), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia (Caprivi), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province – north-east, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province - south-east), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Chalimbana; Katambora; Ndola; Mufulira (Heath, et al., 2002).

Botswana – Four Rivers Camp; Gaborone (Pinhey).

Namibia – Katima Mulilo (Ficq).

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Acornhoek (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Vivo (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).
North West Province – Zeerust (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams); Mountain Sanctuary N.R. (Williams).

Gauteng – Krugersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001); Pretoria (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Kei River (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Keurbooms River (Swanepoel, 1953); Wilderness (Swanepoel, 1953); Oudtshoorn (Swanepoel, 1953); Mossel Bay (Stephen); Knysna (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Myrina silenus nzoiae d'Abrera, 1980

Myrina silenus nzoiae d'Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region: 473 (593 pp.). Melbourne.

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Western Kenya to Ethiopia and Eritrea”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Oman (north), Kenya (west, north).
nzoiae Stoneham, 1937 (as f. of Myrina silenus).  Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum (34): 2 (3 pp.).  Kenya: “East Surrey Estates”.
Myrina silenus penningtoni Dickson & Stephen, 1971

Myrina silenus penningtoni Dickson & Stephen, 1971.  Entomologist’ s Record and Journal of Variation 83: 255 (255-259).

Type locality: South Africa: “Western Cape Province: Doorn River, N. of Clanwilliam”.

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province – west, Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – Doorn River, north of Clanwilliam (TL); Clanwilliam (Pringle, et al., 1994); 3 km north of Citrusdal (Honiball).
Northern Cape Province – Soebatsfontein (Pennington); Springbok; Kamiesberg (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Myrina silenus suzannae Larsen & Plowes, 1991

Myrina silenus suzannae Larsen & Plowes, 1991.  Metamorphosis 2 (4): 7 (5-8).

Type locality: Namibia.

Diagnosis: Characterized by the very reduced basal blue area on the upperside of the wings (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Distribution: Namibia (north).

Specific localities:

Namibia – Okahandja (Gaerdes); Otavifontein; Tsumeb; Namutoni; Tiras Mountains; Brandberg (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Myrina subornata Lathy, 1903

Myrina subornata Lathy, 1903.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1903: 198 (183-206).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Anambara Creek near Asaba”.

Diagnosis: Similar to M. silenus but smaller and without chestnut apical patch on forewing (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Kenya? (see note under ssp. kacheleba, below), Uganda, Sudan.

General remarks: Because of its habit of keeping to the canopy of tall fig trees, there are few specimens in collections (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: West African fig-tree blue; Small fig blue.

Habitat: Savanna (Larsen, 2005).

Habits: Strongly localized to individual large fig trees, where it may be numerous.  Individuals tend to keep to the crown of the trees (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens are occasionally found sucking the juices of small fermenting fruits, an unusual finding for a lycaenid (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages:

Lamborn, 1914: 472.



Larva and pupa closely resembles those of Myrina silenus.  Both DNO and TO’s are present, the latter being exserted following tactile stimulation.  Pupal period 9 days.

Larsen 2005a.

A pupa was found beneath bark at the base of a fig tree near Mamou in Guinea.

Larval food:

Ficus species (Moraceae) [Larsen, 2005a].

Associated ant:

Pheidole rotundata For. (Formicidae) [Lamborn, 1914: 472 (Nigeria)].

Note: Larsen (1991: 179) states that in a personal communication with H. Stempffer, the latter could find only slight genitalic differences between M. subornata Lathy, 1903 and M. dermaptera (Wallengren, 1857).  Stempffer thought that subornata may be a western subspecies of dermaptera but did not formally designate it as such.
Myrina subornata subornata Lathy, 1903

Myrina subornata Lathy, 1903.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1903: 198 (183-206).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Anambara Creek near Asaba”.

Distribution: Senegal (east), Guinea-Bissau, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Ghana (north), Nigeria (central and north), Cameroon (north), Congo, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Guinea – near Mamou (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Volta Region (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Zaria (Larsen, 2005a).

Myrina subornata kacheleba d'Abrera, 1980

Myrina subornata kacheleba d'Abrera, 1980.  Butterflies of the Afrotropical region: 474 (593 pp.).  Melbourne.

Type locality: Kenya: “Kacheleba, Kenya, 4,500 ft”.

Distribution: Kenya (west - Kacheleba, Suk Mountains).

Note: Larsen (1991: 178) is of the opinion that kacheleba is merely an arid variation of M. dermaptera nyassae Talbot, 1935.  If this is so then M. subornata has not, so far, been recorded from Kenya.
Myrina subornata nuba Talbot, 1935

Myrina subornata nuba Talbot, 1935.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 71: 78 (69-78, 115-127, 147-153).

Type locality: Sudan: “Nuba Mtns. Province, Dilling district, 6 miles south-west of H.Q. north Nyima Range”.

Distribution: Sudan.

Note: Larsen (2005a) thinks that M. s. nuba may be a subspecies of M. dermaptera.

