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Celaenorrhinus mokeezi.  Photo courtesy Jeremy Dobson

Genus Loxolexis Karsch, 1895
Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 320 (289-322).
Type-species:  Loxolexis percnoptera Karsch, by monotypy.

= Ortholexis Karsch, 1895.  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 319 (289-322).  Type-species: Ortholexis melichroptera Karsch, by monotypy.

= Acallopistes Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 95 (2-107).  Type-species: Erionota holocausta Mabille, by original designation.

Treated as a synonym of Katreus Watson, 1893 by Ackery et al., 1995 but re-instated as a valid genus by Larsen, 2005a: 469, stat. nov..  There are four species in this wholly Afrotropical genus.

Loxolexis dimidia (Holland, 1896)

Acallopistes dimidia Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 97 (2-107).

Katreus dimidia (Holland, 1896).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Loxolexis dimidia (Holland, 1896).  Larsen, 2005a: 469.
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Loxolexis dimidia.  Left – female, upperside, Cameroon (x1.85).  Right – female, underside, Cameroon (x1.85).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Ghana, Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Bia N.P. (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Calabar (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Black scarce sprite.

Habitat: Dense primary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is an extremely rare butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Males display by flying rapidly in tight circles in forest clearings and along forest paths.  Every few minutes they alight with expanded wings on the underside of leaves, less than a metre above the ground (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Loxolexis hollandi (Druce, 1909)

Ortholexis hollandi Druce, 1909.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1909: 407 (406-413).

Synonym of Katreus dimidia (Holland, 1896).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Loxolexis hollandi (Druce, 1909).  Larsen, 2005a: 470.

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja River, Cameroons, 2000 feet”; Democratic Republic of Congo: “Upper Kasai District, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Liberia – Fish Lake (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Yapo (Larsen, 2005a); Lamto (Larsen, 2005a); Abengourou (Larsen, 2005a); Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Tai N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Cape Three Points (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Awka (Larsen, 2005a); Mamu Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bitje (TL).

Angola – Casuallala (Evans, 1937).

Zambia: Known only from the Zambezi Rapids, near Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: Holland’s scarce sprite.

Habitat: Mainly in wetter forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A little commoner than other members of the genus (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight pattern is extremely fast, and close to the ground, with periodic rests on the underside of broad leaves (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Strophantus sarmentosus (Apocynaceae) [Vauttoux teste Larsen, 2005a (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
karschi Evans, 1937 (as f. of Katreus dimidia).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 17 (212 pp.).  Angola: “N. Angola (Casuallala)”.  According to Larsen (2005a: 470) this taxon is perhaps an aberrant L. hollandi but it may be a valid subspecies.
Loxolexis drucei (Larsen, 2002)

Katreus dimidia f. drucei Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the Brithish Museum 17: (212 pp.).  Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Synonym of Katreus dimidia (Holland, 1896) in Ackery et al. 1995.

Katreus drucei Larsen, 2002: vii, 2.

Loxolexis drucei (Larsen, 2002).  Larsen, 2005a.
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Loxolexis drucei.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 39mm.  Maan, Cameroon.  2/1997.  S. Collins.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Loxolexis drucei.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Londji/Kribi, S. Cameroon.  2/97.  S. Collins.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Cameroon.


Recorded, erroneously, (misidentified) from Zambia (Heath et al., 2002: 2).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Bitje (Larsen, 2005a); Maan (S. Collins); Londji/Kribi (S. Collins).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Loxolexis holocausta (Mabille, 1891)

Erionota holocausta Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 111 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Katreus holocausta (Mabille, 1891).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Loxolexis holocausta (Mabille, 1891).  Larsen, 2005a: 469.
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Loxolexis holocausta.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 48mm.  Hillwood, N.W. Zambia.  19.IV.2000.  TCE Congdon.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Loxolexis holocausta.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 52mm.  Lisombo Stream, N.W. Zambia, 4000 ft.  Nov., 1981.  I. Bampton.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
Type locality: Cameroon: “Barombi-Station”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Guma Valley, Freetown (C. Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a); Tiwai Island (C. Belcastro tetse Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Alepe (H. Warren-Gash tetse Larsen, 2005a); Tai N.P. (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Ankasa N.P. (C. Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (C. Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – near Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Barombi Station (TL).

Zambia: Known only from the Lisombu River (Heath et al., 2002).  Also found at Hillwood (Congdon & Bampton, unpublished 2003).

Common name: Cinnamon scarce sprite.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An extremely rare butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Individuals settle with the wings held flat, sometimes under overhanging rocks (Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
melichroptera Karsch, 1895 (as sp. of Ortholexis).  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 320 (289-322).  Cameroon: “Victoria in Kamerun”.
Genus Katreus Watson, 1893
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 115 (3-132).
Type-species: Astictopterus johnstonii Butler, by original designation.

= Choristoneura Mabille, 1890. Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 9: 156 (149-150, 155-156, 167-169, 183-184).  Type-species: Choristoneura apicalis Mabille, by monotypy.  [Invalid; junior homonym of Choristoneura Lederer, 1859].

= Daratus Lindsey, 1925.  Annals of the Entomological Society of America 18: 84 (75-106).   [Replacement name for Choristoneura Mabille.]

An Afrotropical genus containing a single species.

Katreus johnstonii (Butler, 1888)

Astictopterus johnstonii Butler, 1888.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1887: 573 (567-574).
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Katreus johnstonii.  Male upperside, Ghana (x1.5).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Rio del Rey”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Guma Valley near Freetown (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Gagnoa (Larsen, 2005a); Abengourou (Larsen, 2005a); Yeale (Larsen, 2005a); Tai N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a); Likpe (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Sapoba (Larsen, 2005a); Ahoada (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Rio del Rey (TL).

Common name: Giant scarce sprite.

Habitat: Primary, undisturbed forest only (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a rare skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes patrol territories between 10:00 and 12:00, flying in loops of about five metres in diameter, approximately a metre above the ground (Larsen, 2005a).  When resting they do so on the underside of a  broad leaf, with the wings held flat (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
apicalis Mabille, 1890 (as sp. of Choristoneura).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 9: 156 (149-150, 155-156, 167-169, 183-184).  Sierra Leone: “Sierra-Leone”.
percnoptera Karsch, 1895 (as sp. of Loxolexis).  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 21: 322 (289-322).  Cameroon: “Barombi-Station am Elefantensee in Kamerun”.
Genus Celaenorrhinus Hübner, 1819
In Hübner, [1816-[1826].  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge: 106 (432 + 72 pp.) Augsburg.
Type-species: Papilio eligius Stoll, by subsequent designation (Scudder, 1875.  Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 10: 137 (91-293).)  [extralimital].

= Apallaga Strand, 1911.  Entomologische Rundschau 28: 143 (143-144).  Type-species: Apallaga separata Strand, by monotypy.

Synonyms based on extralimital type-species: Ancistrocampta Felder & Felder, Gehlota Doherty, Hantana Moore, Narga Mabille.

A large genus containing 90 species, with 39 Afrotropical species and the rest in the Oriental and Neotropical Regions.  Aspects of the genus have been dealt with by de Jong (1982).

Celaenorrhinus ambra Evans, 1937

Celaenorrhinus ambra Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 20 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar (Forêt d’Ambre, 3,000 ft)”.

Distribution: Madagascar (north).

Apparently endemic to the Montagne d’Ambre area.  The most recent record (1966) is from Foret d’Ambre, about 540 m (J. Minet teste Lees et al., 2003).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus ankasa Larsen & Miller, 2005

Celaenorrhinus ankasa, 2005.  In: Larsen, 2005.  Butterflies of West Africa: 555.

[image: image13.jpg]


[image: image14.jpg]



Celaenorrhinus ankasa.  Male (holotype), Ghana (x2.5).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Celaenorrhinus ankasa.  Female, Ghana, upperside (x2.5).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Ghana: “Kibi, Atewa Range”.  Holotype (male) November, 1973 (T. Maessen leg., coll. Allyn Museum, Sarasota, Florida, USA.

Diagnosis: Similar to C. homeyeri but the ochreous markings are of a paler orange tone, especially on the hindwing, and it lacks a dark hindwing margin (Larsen, 2005a).

General remarks: Named after Ankasa National Park in Ghana (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Ghana.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kibi, Atewa Range (TL); Takoradi (Maessen); Ankasa National Park (Larsen).

Common name: Ankasa sprite.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A species that is rarely encountered (known only from two pairs) (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus aureus Collins & Larsen, 2005

Celaenorrhinus aureus Collins & Larsen, 2005.  In: Larsen, 2005.  Butterflies of West Africa: 557.
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Celaenorrhinus aureus.  Male (holotype), Congo (x1.8).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Congo: “Vouka”.  Holotype (male) May, 1973 (P. Moretto leg., coll. African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).  Known only from the male holotype (Larsen, 2005a).

Diagnosis: Similar to C. illustris and C. perlustris but differs in the following respects: larger; less reddish orange scaling on the upperside; hindwing with orange marginal spots in spaces 5 and 6 (in other two species spots also in spaces 2 to 4); hindwing underside without orange spotting (present in the other two species) (Larsen, 2005a).  The male genitalia of all three species are indistinguishable (Larsen, 2005a).

General remarks: Named for the large orange discal band on the forewing (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Congo.

Specific localities:

Congo – Vouka (TL).

Habitat: Nothing published.

Habits: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus bakolo Miller, 1964

Celaenorrhinus bakolo Miller, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 640 (640-647).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Efulen”.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus beni Bethune-Baker, 1908

Celaenorrhinus beni Bethune-Baker, 1908.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 2: 479 (469-482).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala-Beni, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus beni beni Bethune-Baker, 1908

Celaenorrhinus beni Bethune-Baker, 1908.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 2: 479 (469-482).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala-Beni, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east - Ituri).
Celaenorrhinus beni jacquelinae Miller, 1971

Celaenorrhinus beni jacquelinae Miller, 1971.  Bulletin of the Allyn Museum (2): 2 (17 pp.).

Type locality: Congo: “French Congo, Etoumbi”.

Distribution: Congo.  Known only from the type.
Celaenorrhinus bettoni Butler, 1902

Celaenorrhinus bettoni Butler, 1902.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 9: 32 (31-34).

[image: image18.jpg]


[image: image19.jpg]



Celaenorrhinus bettoni.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Laurenceville, Vumba, S. Rhodesia.  12.iv.1961.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2762).

Type locality: Tanzania: “E. Quaso, Masai”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (eastern border).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Obudu Cattle Ranch (R. Warren teste Larsen, 2005a; single female).

Cameroon – Alen (Strand, 1913).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Beni (Rebel, 1914).

Kenya – Saiwa Swamp (Larsen, 1991); Meru (Larsen, 1991); Ngong (Larsen, 1991); Thomson’s Falls (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Mpanda; Usambaras; Uluguru Mountains; Nguru Mountains; Kanga Mountains; Uzungwa Range (scarce); Tukuyu (scarce) (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002).

Mozambique – ‘across the border from Penhalonga’ (Pennington).

Zimbabwe – Vumba Mountains (Barnes); on the road to the White Horse Inn, 16 km south of Mutare (Pringle et al., 1994); between Haroni and Lucite (Pringle et al., 1994); Mount Selinda (D. and R. Plowes); Burma Valley (Chitty).

Common name: Betton’s sprite; Betton’s flat.

Habitat: Forest, from 800 to 1 700 m in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Often observed on river banks and along paths through forest (Kielland, 1990).  The habits are similar to those of C. galenus.  Specimens are seen on road verges, perching on stones, banks and leaves.  At midday they tend to rest under leaves, becoming more active later in the afternoon (Pringle et al., 1994).  Males are known to mud-puddle (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
obscuripennis Strand, 1913 (as sp. of Celaenorrhinus).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte78 (A.12.): 43 (30-84).  Cameroon: “Alen”.
modestus Rebel, 1914 (as sp. of Celaenorrhinus).  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 271 (219-294).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Urwalde bei Beni”.
hypoxanthina Mabille & Boullet, 1916 (as sp. of Sarangesa).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 1916: 246 (243-247).  “Afrique Orientale, région nord et région sud”.
Celaenorrhinus boadicea (Hewitson, 1877)

Pterygospidea boadicea Hewitson, 1877.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 20: 323 (319-328).
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Celaenorrhinus boadicea boadicea.  Left – male upperside, Cameroon (x2.1).  Right – male underside, Cameroon (x2.1).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Celaenorrhinus boadicea boadicea.  Female, Cameroon (x2.1).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Diagnosis: Similar to C. galenus but forewing upperside orange discal band nearly evenly curved on inner side, and spots in 1B conjoined and of equal size (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia.


Records from west of Nigeria are erroneous (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Boadicea’s sprite.

Habitat: Forest.  Also in agricultural lands with a full canopy, e.g. kola plantations (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rather scarce species of sprite (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens are often found along forest paths, usually settling on the underside of leaves of low growing vegetation (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus boadicea boadicea (Hewitson, 1877)

Pterygospidea boadicea Hewitson, 1877.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 20: 323 (319-328).

[image: image23.jpg]


      [image: image24.jpg]



Celaenorrhinus boadicea boadicea.  Left – male upperside, Cameroon (x2.1).  Right – male underside, Cameroon (x2.1).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Celaenorrhinus boadicea boadicea.  Female, Cameroon (x2.1).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (except extreme east), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Agege (Larsen, 2005a); Ijebu-Ode (Larsen, 2005a); Benin (Larsen, 2005a); Omo Forest (Larsen, 2005a); Warri (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Lisombo, Kalene Hill (A. Gardiner) (Heath et al., 2002).
atratus Mabille, 1891 (as sp. of Pardaleodes).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 74 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).  Cameroon: “Cameroons”; Sierra Leone.
collucens Holland, 1894 (as sp. of Celaenirhinus [sic]).  Entomological News 5: 90 (89-95).  Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.
lucens Mabille; Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Pardaleodes).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 14 (2-107).  [Invalid; manuscript name first introduced in synonymy.]
Celaenorrhinus boadicea howarthi Berger, 1976

Celaenorrhinus boadicea howarthi Berger, 1976.  Lambillionea 75: 95 (92-96; 76: 21-24).

Type locality: Uganda: “Katera Forest, Masaka”.

Diagnosis: Differs from the nominate subspecies in that it is smaller; forewing more acuminate; forewing band paler and narrower; hindwing marginal orange area reduced (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Bulembe, MI and MII, in Minziro Forest (uncommon) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Celaenorrhinus chrysoglossa (Mabille, 1891)

Ancistrocampta chrysoglossa Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 107 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).
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Celaenorrhinus chrysoglossa.  Left – male upperside, Cameroon (x2.1).  Right – male underside, Cameroon (x2.1).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Mkpot 1, Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bipindi (Swinhoe, 1907).

Common name: Central sprite.

Habitat: Primary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: An uncommon species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
ploetzi Swinhoe, 1907 (as sp. of Celaenorrhinus).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 20: 432 (430-436).  Cameroon: “Bipindi, Cameroons”.
Celaenorrhinus cordeironis Kielland, 1992

Celaenorrhinus cordeironis Kielland, 1992.  Metamorphosis 3: 149 (148-153).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Tanzania, Mtai Forest, East Usambara, 325m, 13.vii.1990, Norbert Cordeiro.”  Described from two males.  The female is unknown.  Location of types not stated.

Diagnosis: Similar to C. kimboza but forewing upperside subapical spots smaller; discal yellow band much more curved along its outer margin (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mtai Forest, East Usambara Mountains (TL; Cordeiro).

Habitat: Lowland forest (300 m) on the East Usambara Mountains.

Habits: Males were taken close to a stream.

Flight period: Recorded in July.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus dargei Berger, 1976

Celaenorrhinus dargei Berger, 1976.  Lambillionea 76: 23 (75: 92-96; 76: 21-24).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Route Bula, altitude 1.800 m”.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus galenus (Fabricius, 1793)

Hesperia galenus Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 350 (488pp.).

Type locality: [Africa]: “in Indiis”. [False locality.]  Sierra Leone: “Freetown” designated as type locality (Larsen, 2005a: 473).

Diagnosis: A variable species, with three described forms in southern Africa (Pringle et al., 1994).

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, to Ethiopia, to Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (especially the north), Angola (Kielland, 1990), Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Common name: Common orange sprite.

Habitat: Forest, including degraded forest (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania in forest and forest margins, from 300 to 2 400 m (Kielland, 1990).  In Kenya found at altitudes up to 3 000 m (Larsen, 1991).

Habits: This is a common butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).  Individuals fly about sunny glades in the forest and bush, frequently settling on the underside of leaves (Pringle et al., 1994).  Males fly around ‘parade grounds’ some five metres in diameter at great speeds, early in the morning (08:00 to 09:00) (Larsen, 2005a) and perch on the upperside of leaves with the wings flattened (Larsen, 1991).  Both sexes feed from flowers growing low down along forest paths (Larsen, 1991).  Condamin (teste Berger, 1968), in Senegal, found individuals asleep early in the morning inside the flowers of Ipomoea palmata.  A similar phenomenon, involving the same plant but with Pteroteinon laufella as the slumbering species, was noted by Larsen in Nigeria.

Flight period: Double-brooded, appearing in September and becoming commoner in late autumn (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Hypoestes species (Acanthaceae) [M.J.W. Cock teste Larsen, 1991: 392; Nairobi, Kenya].

Justicia species (Acanthaceae) [Larsen, 1991: 392].

Clerodendrum paniculatum (Verbenaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast].

Note: The taxonomy of populations east of the equatorial zone is complex and largely unresolved.  These difficulties are sketched by Larsen (2005a: 473).
Celaenorrhinus galenus galenus (Fabricius, 1793)

Hesperia galenus Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 350 (488pp.).

Type locality: [Africa]: “in Indiis”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, to parts of the equatorial zone.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kigoma District; Bukoba District; Mwanihana Forest (single record); Uzungwa Mountains (single record); Loliondo (single record) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Chingola; Mufulira; Ndola; Mpongwe; Feira; Mbala; Makutu Mountains; Mafinga Mountains (Heath et al., 2002).

Note: Larsen (2005a: 474) describes and illustrates a species apparently distinct from galenus from Ghana and Cameroon but does not name it.

fulgens Mabille, 1877 (as sp. of Pardaleodes).  Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France 2: 236 (214-240).  “Congo”.
maculata Hampson, 1891 (as sp. of Coladenia).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 7: 183 (179-184).  Kenya: “Sabaki River, East Africa”.
hoehneli Rogenhofer, 1891 (as sp. of Plesioneura).  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 6: 463 (455-466).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Maranga”.
opalinus Butler, 1901 (as sp. of Celaenorrhinus).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1900: 942 (911-946).  Kenya: “Roromo”.
alluaudi Mabille & Boullet, 1916 (as var. of Celaenorrhinus galenus).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 1916: 244 (243-247).  Tanzania: “Kilimandjaro; Usambara”.
jeanneli Mabille & Boullet, 1916 (as var. of Celaenorrhinus opalinus).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 1916: 245 (243-247).  Afrique Orientale anglaise”.
bryki Aurivillius, 1925 (as sp. of Celaenorrhinus).  Entomologisk Tidskrift 46: 211 (206-212).  Kenya: “Elgon”.
Celaenorrhinus galenus biseriata (Butler, 1888)

Plesioneura biseriata Butler, 1888.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1888: 97 (91-98).

Synonym of Celaenorrhinus galenus (Fabricius, 1793).  Ackery et al., 1995: 62.

Celaenorrhinus galenus biseriata (Butler, 1888).  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 12.
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Celaenorrhinus galenus biseriata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 37mm.  Mt. Selinda, S. Rhodesia.  28.2.54.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2759).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kilima-njaro”.

Distribution: Kenya (east), Tanzania (north-east), Malawi, Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Shimba Hills (Evans, 1937); Kibwezi (Evans, 1937).

Tanzania – Kimboza Forest, Morogoro; Usambara Mountains; Arusha (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Mozambique – Amatongas (Chitty).

Zimbabwe – Mazowe; Vumba Mountains (A. Duke); Mutare; Mount Selinda (Chitty).

Note: Larsen (2005a) regards biseriata to be specifically distinct but does not formally emend its status.
Celaenorrhinus handmani Collins & Congdon, 1998

Celaenorrhinus handmani Collins & Congdon, 1998.  Supplement to Kielland’s butterflies of Tanzania: 13 (143 pp.) Abri and Lambillionea.
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Celaenorrhinus handmani.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Mafinga, Zambia.  X/1981.  S. Fisher.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Iringa, Mufindi, 1800m, iii.1993. S.C. Collins ex I. Bampton.”  In ABRI, Nairobi.

Distribution: Kenya (extreme south), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Namanga (two specimens) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Tanzania – Iringa, Mufindi (Collins ex Bampton; TL); Iboma, Njombe (Kielland); Iringa, Magombazi (Kielland); Songea, Kitesa Forest Reserve (Kielland); Kigoma, Lukandamira (Kielland); Kigoma, Mahale (Kielland); Mpwapwa, Njoge (Kielland); Mpwapwa, Kiboriani Mountain (Kielland); Kilosa, Mandege Mountain (Kielland); Matengo Hills; Morogoro; Crater Highlands; Loliondo; Arusha (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Malawi – Nyika Plateau (Collins ex Bampton) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Zambia – Manyenjere, Nyika (Collins); Mafinga Mountains (Collins ex Fisher) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus hecqui Berger, 1976

Celaenorrhinus hecqui Berger, 1976.  Lambillionea 75: 96 (75: 92-96; 76: 21-24).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kibali-Ituri: Mont Hoyot”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus homeyeri (Plötz, 1880)

Tagiades homeyeri Plötz, 1880.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 41: 307 (298-307).

Type locality: Angola: “Pungo-Adongo”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Angola, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (west) (Kielland, 1990d), Zambia (Kielland, 1990 but not Heath et al., 2002).


Recorded, erroneously, from Nigeria by Carcasson (1981) and from Ivory Coast by Ackery et al. (1995) (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Angola – Pungo-Adongo (TL).

Tanzania – Mpanda; Kigoma (Kielland, 1990).

Common name: Homeyer’s sprite.

Habitat: In Tanzania in forest, from 800 to 1 700 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus humbloti (Mabille, 1884)

Plesioneura humbloti Mabille, 1884.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 28: 187 (184-191).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus illustris (Mabille, 1891)

Pardaleodes illustris Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 73 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).
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Celaenorrhinus illustris illustris.  Left – male upperside, Nigeria (x1.9).  Right – male underside, Nigeria (x1.9).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Celaenorrhinus illustris  illustris.  Female upperside, Cameroon (x1.9).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”; Gabon: “Ogowé”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Illustrious sprite.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Males patrol territories in openings of about 10 by 10 metres at great speed, early in the morning (Larsen, 2005a).  When patrolling they fly at a height of about 1.75 metres (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus illustris illustris (Mabille, 1891)

Pardaleodes illustris Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 73 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).
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Celaenorrhinus illustris illustris.  Left – male upperside, Nigeria (x1.9).  Right – male underside, Nigeria (x1.9).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Celaenorrhinus illustris  illustris.  Female upperside, Cameroon (x1.9).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”; Gabon: “Ogowé”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Gabon – Ogowe (TL).

abbreviata Aurivillius, 1925 (as ab. of Celaenorrhinus illustris).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (18): 1255 (1243-1359).  Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando Poo: Pik O-Wassa”.
Celaenorrhinus illustris daroa Evans, 1937

Celaenorrhinus illustris daroa Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 23 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Daro Forest, Toro, 4,000 feet”.

Distribution: Uganda (west).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Daro Forest (TL).
Celaenorrhinus intermixtus Aurivillius, 1896

Celaenorrhinus intermixtus Aurivillius, 1896.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 17: 280 (279-291).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Itoki Na N’Golo”.

Diagnosis: Very similar to C. galenus but darker brown and without orange dusting; hindwing orange spot beyond cell roughly rectangular; in forewing no basal spot in space 1B (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.


Recorded, in error, from Ivory Coast by Berger, 1962 (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus intermixtus intermixtus Aurivillius, 1896

Celaenorrhinus intermixtus Aurivillius, 1896.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 17: 280 (279-291).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Itoki Na N’Golo”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba).
Celaenorrhinus intermixtus evansi Berger, 1975

Celaenorrhinus intermixtus evansi Berger, 1975.  Lambillionea 75: 15 (13-15).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kigezi (Forêt de Kayonza)”.

Distribution: Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri), Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west and north).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Kayonza Forest (TL); Kalinzu (Larsen, 1991); Toro (Larsen, 1991).

Kenya – Kakamega (Larsen, 1991); Elgon area (Larsen, 1991); Nandi Hills (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (common); Rumanyika Game Reserve (single record); Loliondo (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Celaenorrhinus kasai Evans, 1956

Celaenorrhinus kasai Evans, 1956.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 8: 881 (881-885).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Upper Kasai District, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus kasai kasai Evans, 1956

Celaenorrhinus kasai Evans, 1956.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 8: 881 (881-885).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Upper Kasai District, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Kasai, Tshuapa, Sankuru).
Celaenorrhinus kasai kapangana Berger, 1976

Celaenorrhinus kasai kapangana Berger, 1976.  Lambillionea 75: 92 (75: 92-96; 76: 21-24).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kapanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Katanga).
Celaenorrhinus kimboza Evans, 1949

Celaenorrhinus kimboza Evans, 1949.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 2: 54 (54-56).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kimboza Forest, Uluguru Mts, Tanganyika”.

Distribution: Tanzania.

Habitat: Limestone forest vegetation, at the foot (250 to 400 m) of the Uluguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990d).

Habits: Flies along narrow pathways inside forest (Kielland, 1990d).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus kivuensis Joicey & Talbot, 1921

Celaenorrhinus mozeeki [sic] kivuensis Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 102 (40-166).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Niragongo Forest, N.E. Kivu”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Kivu), Uganda (west - Kayonza).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus leona Berger, 1975

Celaenorrhinus leona Berger, 1975.  Lambillionea 75: 13 (13-15).

[image: image38.jpg]


     [image: image39.jpg]



Celaenorrhinus leona.  Left – male upperside, Ghana (x2.2).  Right – male underside, Ghana (x2.2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Celaenorrhinus leona.  Female upperside, Ghana (x2.2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Moyamba”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Seredou (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Moyamba (TL); Tiwai Island (Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Tai N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Begoro (Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Sierra Leone sprite.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A decidedly scarce butterfly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus lourentis de Jong, 1976

Celaenorrhinus lourentis de Jong, 1976.  Zoologische Mededeelingen 49: 299 (299-306).

Type locality: Kenya: “Western Province, Kakamega District, Kakamega Forest”.

Distribution: Kenya.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note:  Larsen (1991: 393) states that C. lourentis is almost certainly a synonym of C. intermixtus Aurivillius, 1896 but does not formally change its status.
Celaenorrhinus macrostictus Holland, 1893

Celaenorrhinus macrostictus Holland, 1893.  Entomological News 5: 27 (26-31).

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.

Diagnosis: Black with white markings; the two spots in space 1b of the forewing upperside fused and aligned with the inner margin of the discal band, which is even (Larsen, 1991).

Distribution: Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Kakamega Forest (Larsen, 1991).

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Very like those of the similar C. proxima (Larsen, 1991). 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus meditrina (Hewitson, 1877)

Pterygospidea meditrina Hewitson, 1877.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 20: 322 (319-328).
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Celaenorrhinus meditrina.  Left – male, upperside, Cameroon (x2).  Right – male, underside, Cameroon (x2). Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Celaenorrhinus meditrina.  Female upperside, Nigeria (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando Po”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Labe (Larsen, 2005a); Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Kenema (Larsen, 2005a); Bumbuna (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen et al., 1980); Ahoada (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a); Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Large orange sprite.

Habitat: Forest of good quality; but occasionally in dense secondary growth (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a very rare butterfly in West Africa but becomes commoner in the equatorial zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
interniplaga Mabille, 1891 (as sp. of Pardaleodes).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 73 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).  Cameroon: “Cameroons intérieur”.
illnstroides Miller, 1971 (as sp. of Celaenorrhinus).  Bulletin of the Allyn Museum (2): 2 (17 pp.).  Congo: “French Congo, Etoumbi”.  Synonymized with Celaenorrhinus meditrina (Hewitson, 1877) by Larsen, 2005a: 474, syn. nov.
Celaenorrhinus milleri Collins & Larsen, 2003

Celaenorrhinus milleri Collins & Larsen, 2003.  Metamorphosis 14 (3): 100 (63-110).

Type locality: Cameroon: “South Cameroun, Dja Forest, February 1997”.  Holotype (male) in African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi; genitalia SCC 452.

General remarks: Named for Lee D. Miller, of the Allyn Museum in the U.S.A., who has done much work on Afrotropical Hesperiidae (Collins et al., 2003).

Distribution: Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Dja Forest (TL); Dja River; near Edea (Libert vide Collins et al. (2003); Limbe (Libert vide Collins et al. (2003); Mount Mengale (Collins et al., 2003); Lolodorf (Collins et al., 2003); Nyong River, Ebogo (Collins et al., 2003); Mount Cameroon (Collins et al., 2003).

Habitat: 

Habits: 

Flight period: Most months of the year (Collins et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus mokeezi (Wallengren, 1857)

Pterygospidea mokeezi Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 54 (55 pp.).

Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Distribution: Mozambique, South Africa, Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999).

Common name: Large sprite; large flat; Christmas forester.

Habitat: Coastal forest (nominate subspecies) and montane forest (ssp. separata) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Fly about rapidly in dappled glades and clearings in forest.  Settle with the wings spread flat, on the upper- or undeside of leaves of low plants (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Feed from small flowers in the forest understorey.  Males defend territories in the undergrowth.

Flight period: The nominate subspecies is double brooded, flying during November and December, and again from February to April; it is far commoner during the latter period.  Occasional specimens are encountered as late as June and July.  Subspecies separata is single brooded and flies only from February to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 210; plate 3 [as Celaenorrhinus mokeezi mokeezi; Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].

Larval food:

Isoglossa woodii C.B. Cl. (Acanthaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 182].
Celaenorrhinus mokeezi mokeezi (Wallengren, 1857)

Pterygospidea mokeezi Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 54 (55 pp.).

Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal (south), Eastern Cape Province (south-east).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Karkloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Balgowan (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Hogsback (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Stutterheim (Swanepoel, 1953); Kei River (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

amaponda Trimen, 1862 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 405 (398-406).  South Africa: “Forest on Hangman’s Bush Hill, above Frankfort”.
Celaenorrhinus mokeezi separata (Strand, 1911)

Apallaga separata Strand, 1911.  Entomologische Rundschau 28: 144 (143-144).

Celaenorrhinus mokeezi separata (Strand, 1911).  Pringle et al., 1994: 310.
Type locality: Mozambique: “Delagoa Bay”.  Holotype in Berlin Museum.

Distribution: Mozambique (extreme south), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal - north), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Stevenson gives Mount Selinda (Zimbabwe) but Pinhey considers this to be incorrect (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Duiwelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni Forest (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Marieps Kop (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelspoort Nature Reserve (Williams).
Celaenorrhinus nigropunctata Bethune-Baker, 1908

Celaenorrhinus nigropunctata Bethune-Baker, 1908.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 2: 478 (469-482).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Cameroon, to Uganda.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus nigropunctata nigropunctata Bethune-Baker, 1908

Celaenorrhinus nigropunctata Bethune-Baker, 1908.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 2: 478 (469-482).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west).
Celaenorrhinus nigropunctata netta Evans, 1937

Celaenorrhinus nigropunctata netta Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 25 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons, Bitje”.

Distribution: Cameroon.
Celaenorrhinus nimba Collins & Larsen, 2000

Celaenorrhinus nimba Collins & Larsen, 2000.  Metamorphosis 11 (2): 67 (57-75).
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Celaenorrhinus nimba.  Left – male upperside, Ivory Coast (x2.5).  Right – male underside, Ivory Coast (x2.5).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Côte d’Ivoire, Nimba Mountains, Yéalé, viii.1999.  (H. Warren-Gash leg., coll. African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).”  Described from a single male.

Distribution: Ivory Coast.  Known only from the type locality.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Yeale (TL).

Common name: Nimba sprite.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.
Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus ovalis Evans, 1937

Celaenorrhinus medetrina [sic] ovalis Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 23 (212 pp.).
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Celaenorrhinus ovalis.  Left – male upperside, Kenya (x2).  Right – male underside, Kenya (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Celaenorrhinus ovalis.  Female upperside, Kenya (x2).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Congo (Upper Kasai)”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Atewa Range (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Kenya – Kakamega Forest (Larsen, 1991); Yala River (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Evans’ orange sprite.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A rare sprite, generally (Larsen, 2005a).  Tends to keep to darker parts of the forest than the common C. galenus (Larsen, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus perlustris Rebel, 1914

Celaenorrhinus perlustris Rebel, 1914.  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 270 (219-294).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Urwalde bei Beni und Moera”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, to Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Common name: Less illustrious sprite.

Habitat: Swampy areas in dense forest of good quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Males patrol territories in the early morning, higher up than the common C. galenus (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus perlustris perlustris Rebel, 1914

Celaenorrhinus perlustris Rebel, 1914.  Annalen des (K.K.) Naturhistorischen Museums. Wien 28: 270 (219-294).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Urwalde bei Beni und Moera”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (rare) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
Celaenorrhinus perlustris katangensis Berger, 1976

Celaenorrhinus perlustris katangensis Berger, 1976.  Lambillionea 75: 94 (75: 92-96; 76: 21-24).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Shaba, Kafakumba”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south - Shaba).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kafakumba (Larsen, 2005a).
overlaeti Berger, 1976 (as female f. of Celaenorrhinus perlustris katangensis).   Lambillionea 75: 95 (75: 92-96; 76: 21-24).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Shaba, Kapanga”.
Celaenorrhinus perlustris mona Evans, 1937

Celaenorrhinus perlustris mona Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 24 (212 pp.).
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Celaenorrhinus perlustris mona.  Left – male upperside, Nigeria (x1.85).  Right – male underside, Nigeria (x1.85).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Celaenorrhinus perlustris mona.  Left – female upperside, Nigeria (x1.85).  Right – female underside, Nigeria (x1.85).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Old Ekuri, Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a); Ekonganaku, Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).
Celaenorrhinus plagiatus Berger, 1976

Celaenorrhinus plagiatus Berger, 1976.  Lambillionea 76: 22 (75: 92-96; 76: 21-24).

Type locality: Ghana: “Likpe”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Ganta (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Lamto (Larsen, 2005a); Tiassale (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Likpe (TL); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Draw River Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen, 2005a); Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Warri (Larsen, 2005a); Port Harcourt (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Berger’s black sprite.

Habitat: Clearings in forest of good quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Scarcer than the closely-related C. proxima but with similar habits (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus pooanus Aurivillius, 1910

Celaenorrhinus pooanus, Aurivillius, 1910.  Annali del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale (di Genova) Giacoma Doria (3) 4: 521 (494-530).

Synonym of C. meditrina (Hewitson, 1877).  Evans, 1937.

Celaenorrhinus pooanus Aurivillius, 1910.  Collins et al., 2003.
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Celaenorrhinus pooanus.  Left – male upperside, Cameroon (x2.5).  Right – male underside, Cameroon (x2.5).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Basilé”.

General remarks: The original description of C. pooanus fails to note that there are orange spots in spaces 2 and 3 of the forewing upperside (these spots are present in the holotype) (Collins et al., 2003).

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Gabon, ?Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east - Ituri Forest, but see note below).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Ekonganaku in the Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bitje (Evans, 1937).

Equatorial Guinea – Basile (TL).

Common name: Bitje sprite.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A very scarce species of sprite (Larsen, 2005a).  Larsen (2005a) captured a single specimen in the Oban Hills on a flower of Mussaenda at 14:00.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Material in Tervuren from Ituri (DRC) may pertain to the recently described C. millari or it may represent an undescribed species (Larsen, 2005a).

bitjena Evans, 1937 (as sp. of Celaenorrhinus).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 23 (212 pp.).  Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.  Officially downgraded to a synonym of C. pooanus by Collins et al., 2003.
Celaenorrhinus proxima (Mabille, 1877)

Plesioneura proxima Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France 2: 231 (214-240).

Type locality: “Congo”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, to Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Diagnosis: Black with white markings; two small white spots in space 1b on the forewing upperside; inner margin of forewing discal band irregular.  Female similar but duller (Larsen, 1991).

Common name: Common black sprite.

Habitat: Forest and heavy woodland, from 800 to 1 700 m in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: An uncommon species that may be seen feeding from flowers, particularly those of the Acanthaceae (Larsen, 2005a).  Found mainly along forest paths and in forest clearings, where males perch on the upperside of leaves with the wings held flat (Larsen, 1991).  The flight is fast and males often engage in territorial disputes (Larsen, 1991).  They are active mainly between 09:30 and 11:00, at other times resting beneath broad leaves in denser parts of the forest understorey (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Mimulopsis species (Acanthaceae) [M.J.W. Cock teste Larsen, 1991; Kakamega Forest, Kenya].
Celaenorrhinus proxima proxima (Mabille, 1877)

Plesioneura proxima Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France 2: 231 (214-240).

Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo] “Congo”.

Distribution: Cameroon (except west), to Sudan, Uganda, Tanzania (west), Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Mount Elgon (Larsen, 1991); Kakamega (Larsen, 1991); Nandi (Larsen, 1991).

Tanzania – Mpanda; Kigoma (Kielland, 1990).

elmina Plötz, 1879 (as sp. of Tagiades).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 362 (353-364).  Cameroon: “Cameroons-Gebirge”.
Celaenorrhinus proxima maesseni Berger, 1976

Celaenorrhinus proxima maesseni Berger, 1976.  Lambillionea 76: 21 (75: 92-96; 76: 21-24).

Type locality: Ghana: “Likpe”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Likpe (TL).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
Celaenorrhinus toro Evans, 1937

Celaenorrhinus proxima toro Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 20 (212 pp.).

Celaenorrhinus toro Evans, 1937.  Larsen, 2005a: 475; stat. rev..

Type locality: Uganda: “Daro Forest, 4,000 ft., Toro”.

Distribution: Uganda (Toro district).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Daro Forest (TL).

Common name: Toro sprite.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus rubeho Kielland, 1990

Celaenorrhinus rubeho Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania: 229 (363 pp.) Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mpwapwa District, Rubeho Mts., Mafwemiru Forest, Lufuzi River, 1900 m”.  Female unknown (Kielland, 1990).  Holotype in the Natural History Museum, London.

Original description:

“Similar to C. galenus, but lacking f.w. pale orange subapical spot in space 3, instead there is a spot in space 3 close to the pale orange median band; the spot in 4 is very small; the conjoined ones in 6, 7 and 8 are short and more rounded than in galenus; a dark orange subcostal streak proximad of the median band; the subbasal dark orange spot in 1b is a tiny streak and bordered with black; the median spot in 1b is placed at an angle to the spot in 1c, with lower end pointing towards tornus.  H.w. as in galenus, but orange margin reaches apex and beyond; submarginal orange spots rounded and separated from margin by the dark reddish-brown ground colour; a rectangular orange postdiscal spot at cell end and a tiny one in mid cell.  F.w. underside as upperside; h.w. with orange markings paler and much more extended; marginal pale orange band broad and conjoined with the submarginal spots from space 3 to costa; there are a number of additional orange spots as in galenus, and also a large one in mid space 7.  Cilia of f.w. brown.  Head is lacking.  Length of f.w. Length of f.w. 20.2 mm.  Male genitalia (fig. 173).  Tegumen and uncus much larger and differently shaped than in galenus (fig. 171); distal end of uncus wide with the two lateral lobes widely separated; saccus rather long and slender; valva ending in a sharp point; dorsal appendix pointed and strongly sclerotized; aedeagus very long and comparatively slender, slightly kinked in distal portion; vesica with one cornutus; phallobase strongly dentate in lower region.  Female unknown.”
Distribution: Tanzania (east - only in the vicinity of the type locality).

Habitat: Forest, at 1 900 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: As for C. galenus (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus rutilans (Mabille, 1877)

Plesioneura rutilans Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 7: 40 (39-40).

[image: image55.jpg]


    [image: image56.jpg]



Celaenorrhinus rutilans.  Left – male upperside, Ghana (x1.9).  Right – male underside, Ghana (x1.9).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
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Celaenorrhinus rutilans.  Left – male upperside, Ghana (x1.9).  Right – female upperside, Cameroon (x1.9).  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: “Congo”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimba area (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Kenema (Larsen, 2005a); Kambui Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Issia (Larsen, 2005a); Gagnoa (Larsen, 2005a); Danane (Larsen, 2005a); Yeale (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Victoria (Ploetz, 1879).

Common name: Large sprite.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Scarce in West Africa but relatively common in the equatorial zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
tergemira Hewitson, 1877 (as sp. of Pterygospidea).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 20: 323 (319-328).  Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando Po”.
woermanni Plötz, 1879 (as sp. of Tagiades).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 362 (353-364).  Cameroon: “Bei Victoria”.
Celaenorrhinus sagamase Collins & Larsen, 2005

Celaenorrhinus sagamase Collins & Larsen, 2005.  Butterflies of West Africa: 556.
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Celaenorrhinus sagamase.  Male (holotype), Ghana (x2.1).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Ghana: “Atewa Range, Sagamase”.  Holotype (male) July, 1998 (leg. et coll. African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).  Known only from six males (Larsen, 2005a).

Diagnosis:  The male differs from the closely related C. nigropunctata netta from Cameroon in the following respects: forewing much more pointed; hindwing more elongated at tornus; forewing hyaline band narrower; clear spots in spaces 4 and 5 absent or minute; a few orange spots on hindwing upperside but overlay of reddish scales present in nigropunctata not present in sagamase; forewing underside costa and base less orange; hindwing underside costa more narrowly orange and orange spots more numerous (Larsen, 2005a).  There are no detectable differences between the male genitalia of the two species (Larsen, 2005a).


Also similar to C. rutilans but is smaller; in the forewing, the central spot in space 1b lies immediately below the inner edge of the main discal band (in C. rutilans this spot is well basad to the end of the band); reddish chestnut scaling on upperside of wings in C. rutilans is absent in sagamase; forewing squatter; hindwing distinctly elongated (Larsen, 2005a).

General remarks: Named for the Sagyamase Trail, the main acess road to the Atewa Range in Ghana (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Ghana.

Common name: Sagamase sprite.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Sagamase, Atewa Range (TL); Kakum National Park (Abrafo) (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus sanjeensis Kielland, 1990

Celaenorrhinus sanjeensis Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania: 229 (363 pp.) Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Kilombero, Sanje, Mwanihana Forest, 800 m”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Original description:

“Closely related to C. kimboza.  Antenna below whitened at base of club; palpi brown with a white streak laterally.  Male.  Ground colour blackish brown; f.w. with a wide, slightly curved median cream-coloured band, its distal edge more even than in kimboza, and its costal spot nearly as wide as the cell spot; three subapical hyaline spots, arranged in a straight line; h.w. without markings.  Underside as the upperside; cilia in both wings as the ground colour; inner fold of h.w. as the ground colour.  Length of f.w. 23.5 mm.  Female as the male, but a little larger; f.w. median band white, except the spot near costa which is pale yellowish as in the female of kimboza; no hyaline dot in space 4 (this dot is also lacking in one of my kimboza females).  Length of f.w. 24.2 mm.”
Distribution: Tanzania (south-central).

Known only from a pair from the type locality (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Forest.  Types caught on the banks of a stream (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus selysi Berger, 1955

Celaenorrhinus selysi Berger, 1955.  Mémoires Société Royale Entomologie de Belgique 27: 92 (92-95).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Lualaba: Kapanga”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south-east).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus suzannae Berger, 1976

Celaenorrhinus suzannae Berger, 1976.  Lambillionea 75: 93 (75: 92-96; 76: 21-24).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Eala”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Eala, Sankuru).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus uluguru Kielland, 1990

Celaenorrhinus uluguru Kielland, 1990.  Butterflies of Tanzania: 230 (363 pp.) Melbourne.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Morogoro, Uluguru Mts., Bondwa Mt., 1450 m”.  Female unknown (Kielland, 1990d).  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Original description:

“Male.  Upperside ground colour blackish-brown; f.w. with a wide pale yellow median band, shaped almost as in C. galenus, but paler; three pale yellow subapical spots; no trace of other spots; only marking on the h.w. is a wide yellow marginal band with irregular inner side and with the yellow invading the blackish-brown ground colour along veins.  Underside of the wings almost exactly like the upperside.  Length of f.w. 19.7-20.4.  Female not known.”
Distribution: Tanzania (east - Uluguru Mountains – only on Bondwa Mountain).

Habitat: Forest, at 1 450 to 1 800 m (Kielland, 1990d).

Habits: Males have been seen mud-puddling, as well as feeding from flowering herbs (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Celaenorrhinus zanqua Evans, 1937

Celaenorrhinus zanqua Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 20 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Zanzibar”; Malawi: “Nyasaland”.

Distribution: Tanzania, Malawi.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Uzungwa scarp; Ulanga District; Zanzibar; Ukaguru Mountains; Nguru Mountains; Nguu Mountains; Ulugurus; (Kielland, 1990d); W. Kilimanjaro (T. Grant). 

Habitat: In Tanzania in forest, from sea-level (Zanzibar) to 1 750 m.  On the mainland from as low down as 250 m (Kielland, 1990d).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Aurina Evans, 1937
A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 2, 26 (212 pp.).
Type-species: Aurina dida Evans, by original designation.

Erected as a monobasic Afrotropical genus, known only from Ivory Coast.  The specimens on which the erection of the genus was based appear to represent mislabelled Neotropical material.  They resemble the Neotropical genus Ablepsis Watson, 1893.  Larsen (2005a: 476) thus excludes the genus from the Afrotropical butterfly fauna.

Aurina dida Evans, 1937

Aurina dida Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 26 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Dimbrok”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast.  Known only from the type specimens.

NB – not Afrotropical (see notes under genus, above).

Genus Tagiades Hübner, 1819

In Hübner, [1816-[1826].  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge 432 + 72 pp. Augsburg.

Type-species: Papilio japetus Stoll, by subsequent designation (Butler, 1870.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 7: 99 (55-58, 92-99).).

= Pterygosidea Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 53 (55 pp.).  Type-species: Papilio flesus Fabricius, by subsequent designation (Scudder, 1875.  Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 10: 260 (91-293).).

An Old World genus, with three Afrotropical species and a further 15 species from the Oriental and Australian Regions.

Tagiades flesus (Fabricius, 1781)

Papilio flesus Fabricius, 1781.  Species Insectorum 2: 155 (499 pp.) Hamburgi & Kilonii.
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Tagiades flesus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 44mm.  Durban, Ntl.  20.4.18.  H. Bell-Marley.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2763).

Type locality: [West Africa] “Africa aequinoctiali”.  Holotype male in Natural History Museum, London (Banks collection).

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Kaduna (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls (Pringle et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Woodbush (Swanepoel, 1953); Duiwelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Entabeni (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953); Wolkberg (Pringle et al., 1994).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Nelspruit (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Marieps Kop (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelspoort Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Magaliesberg Mountains (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Oribi Gorge (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Karkloof (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953); Somerset East (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Common name: Clouded flat; clouded forester; clouded skipper.

Habitat: From the wettest forest to dense woodland, including Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania from sea-level to 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A common skipper (Larsen, 2005a) with a flight pattern that is fast and erratic (Pringle et al., 1994).  Flies in the semi-shade and settles often and abruptly, with outstretched wings, usually on the underside of a leaf.  When it settles suddenly on the underside of a leaf the impression is gained that it has simply disappeared.  It is conspicuous on the wing because of the bright white surface of the hindwing underside, which “flashes” on and off.  Seldom seen feeding from flowers (Pringle et al., 1994); also feeds from bird droppings and ocasionally mud-puddles (Larsen, 2005a).  Males defend territories along paths and in clearings in the forest (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year.

Early stages:

Clark, in Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 212; plate 4 [as Tagiades flesus; Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].

Larsen, 2005a.


Females have a well-developed brush of anal scales that are deposited on the eggs when these are laid.  A. Heath (pers. comm.) observed this and noted that the end of the abdomen is rubbed over the egg until it is no longer recognizable as an egg.

Larval food:

Dioscorea cotinifolia Kunth. (Dioscoreaceae) (syn. malifolia) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 183; as Dioscorea malifolia].

Dioscorea dregeana (Dioscoreaceae) [Nichols teste Botha & Botha, 2006].

Grewia species (Tiliaceae) [Kielland, 1990].

Teclea verdoorniana (Rutaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].
ophion Drury, 1782 (as sp. of Papilio).  Illustrations of Natural History 3: index et 21 (76 pp.) London.  “from Africa, near Sierra Leone”.
ophelia Evans, 1937 (as dry-season f. of Tagiades flesus).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 28 (212 pp.).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “S.E. Congo, (Kikura River, Lifura Valley)”.
Tagiades insularis Mabille, 1876

Tagiades insularis Mabille, 1876.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 6: 272 (251-274).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar”.

Distribution: Madagascar, Comoro Islands.

Habitat: Forest, forest margins and anthropogenic environments (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Tagiades insularis insularis Mabille, 1876

Tagiades insularis Mabille, 1876.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 6: 272 (251-274).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar”.

Distribution: Madagascar.
Tagiades insularis grandis Evans, 1937

Tagiades insularis grandis Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 28 ( 212 pp.).

Type locality: Comoro Islands: “Grand Comoro”.

Distribution: Comoro Islands (Grand Comore, Moheli, Anjouan). 
Tagiades insularis mayotta Evans, 1937

Tagiades insularis mayotta Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 28 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Comoro Islands: “Mayotte”.

Distribution: Comoro Islands (Mayotte).
Tagiades samborana Grose-Smith, 1891

Tagiades samborana Grose-Smith, 1891.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 7: 127 (122-128).

Type locality: Madagascar: “North-west coast of Madagascar”.

Distribution: Madagascar, Comoro Islands.

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Tagiades samborana samborana Grose-Smith, 1891

Tagiades samborana Grose-Smith, 1891.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 7: 127 (122-128).

Type locality: Madagascar: “North-west coast of Madagascar”.

Distribution: Madagascar.
Tagiades samborana rana Evans, 1937

Tagiades samborana rana Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 29 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Comoro Islands.

Distribution: Comoro Islands (Anjouan).
Genus Eagris Guenée, 1862
In: Maillard, L., Notes sur l’Ile de la Reunion 2: 6, 19 (1-72) Paris. [2nd edition].

Type-species: Thymele sabadius Boisduval, by monotypy.

= Trichosemeia Holland, 1892.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 10: 294 et nota (284-294).  Type-species: Trichosemeia subolivescens Holland, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of nine species.

Eagris decastigma Mabille, 1891

Eagris decastigma Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 62 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Purple flat.

Habitat: Paths and clearings in dense forest (Larsen, 2005a), from 900 to 1 000 m in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: In West Africa this is a rare species (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are found settling on wet rocks in stream-beds in the darkest part of the forest (Kielland, 1990) and also visit urine patches (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: The taxa fuscosa (Holland, 1893) and purpurea Evans, 1937 belong to a species distinct from decastigma Mabille, 1891.

Eagris decastigma decastigma Mabille, 1891

Eagris decastigma Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 62 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Labe (Larsen, 2005a); Nimba Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Tai (Larsen, 2005a); Sassandra (Larsen, 2005a); Gagnoa (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Ibadan (Larsen, 2005a); Mamu Forest (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).
Eagris decastigma fuscosa (Holland, 1893)

Aegris [sic] fuscosa Holland, 1893.  Entomological News 5: 27 (26-31).

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo.
Eagris decastigma purpura Evans, 1937

Eagris decastigma purpura Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 32 (212 pp.).
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Eagris decastigma purpura.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 33mm.  Isombo, Ikelenge, Zambia.  8.III.79.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Eagris decastigma purpura.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Kakamega, W. Kenya, 1650m.  X/1997.  S.C. Collins.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Uganda: “Durro Forest, Toro, 4,000 ft”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (north-east - Ituri), Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kigoma District: Kemfu Forest; Kasye Forest

Zambia – A single male from the Lisombu River, Ikelenge (figured, above) (Heath, et al., 2002).
Eagris denuba (Plötz, 1879)

Antigonus denuba Plötz, 1879.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 361 (353-364).

Type locality: Ghana: “Aburi”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Sudan, Ethiopia.

Common name: Cream flat.

Habitat: All types of forest, as well as disturbed forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A common species, which may even be numerous occasionally.  In West Africa it is commoner west of the Dahomey Gap than it is in Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).  Males patrol territories in the early morning, periodically perching on leaves with the wings held flat (Larsen, 2005a).  Contests between males are conducted at furious pace.  Resting takes place on the underside of leaves (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes come to flowers and males, additionally feed from bird droppings and occasionally mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Eagris denuba denuba (Plötz, 1879)

Antigonus denuba Plötz, 1879.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 361 (353-364).

Type locality: Ghana: “Aburi”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casmance (Larsen, 2005a).

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Freetown (Mabille, 1890).

Ghana – Aburi (TL); Draw River (Larsen, 2005a).
decolor Mabille, 1890 (as sp. of Eagris).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 9: 155 (149-150, 155-156, 167-169, 183-184).  Sierra Leone: “Free-Town (Afrique)”.
Eagris denuba obliterata Carpenter, 1928

Eagris lucetia obliterata Carpenter, 1928.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 76: 48 (25-54).

Type locality: Sudan: “Didinga”.

Distribution: Sudan (south), Ethiopia.

Specific localities:

Sudan – Didinga (TL).

Note: Larsen (2005a) is certain that obliterata is a distinct species.

Eagris hereus (Druce, 1875)

Tagiades hereus Druce, 1875.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1875: 417 (406-417).

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Angola, Central African Republic.

Common name: Beautiful orange flat.

Habitat: 

Habits: Generally scarce and localized (Larsen, 2005a).  Males aggressively defend territories from perch on leaves two to four metres above the ground.  Individuals often come lower down to feed from flowers (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Eagris hereus hereus (Druce, 1875)

Tagiades hereus Druce, 1875.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1875: 417 (406-417).

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Cameroon (except west), Gabon, Angola, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Victoria (Strand, 1913).
birgitta Strand, 1913 (as sp. of Trichosemeia).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.12.): 128 (121-131).  Cameroon: “Victoria”.
Eagris hereus quaterna (Mabille, 1890)

Ceratrichia quaterna Mabille, 1890.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 9: 156 (149-150, 155-156, 167-169, 183-184).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Conakry (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Gagnoa (Larsen, 2005a); Tiassale (Larsen, 2005a); Adiopodoume (Larsen, 2005a); Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Tai (Larsen, 2005a); Nimba area (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen, 2005a); Ilaro (Larsen, 2005a); Benin (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Port Harcourt (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).
Eagris lucetia (Hewitson, 1875)

Leucochitonea lucetia Hewitson, 1875 in Hewitson, 1872-7.  Illustrations of new species of exotic butterflies 5: 112 (127 pp.) London.
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Eagris lucetia.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 31mm.  Udos Camp, Kakamega Forest, Kenya.  13-15.vi.1996.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Eagris lucetia.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Kakamega Forest, Kenya.  16/vi/1996.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west), Angola, Zambia (north).


Recorded, in error, from Nigeria (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mpanda; Kigoma; Ufipa (Kielland, 1990d).

Zambia – Mwinilunga; Mufulira; Ndola; Kitwe; Mpongwe; Mbala (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: Forest and forest margins.  In Tanzania at altitudes of 800 to 2 000 m

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Rhus vulgaris Meikle (Anacardiaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325].

Rhus villosa Oliv. (Anacardiaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325].

Allophylus subcoriaceus (Sapindaceae) [Kielland, 1990].
Eagris nottoana (Wallengren, 1857)

Pterygospidea nottoana Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 54 (55 pp.).
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Eagris nottoana nottoana.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Durban, Nat.  H. Millar.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2766).

Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland, Madagascar.

Common name: Rufous-winged flat; rufous-winged elfin.

Habitat: Forest, dense woodland, and coastal bush.  In Tanzania, from sea-level to 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990d).  Habitat od ssp. smithii, in Madagascar unknown (Lees et al., 2003).

Habits: The flight is rapid.  Both sexes feed from flowers.  Specimens settle, with expanded wings, on the upper- or undersurface of leaves.  Males defend territories, often around a particular bush.

Flight period: All year, but commoner from August to May.

Early stages:

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 214; plate 5 [as Eagris nottoana knysna; East London, Eastern Cape].

Larval food:

Dombeya cymosa Harv. (Sterculiaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 183].

Erythroxylum emarginatum (Erythroxylaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou and Woodhall, 1997: 67].

Grewia occidentalis L. (Tiliaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 183].

Grewia similis ? (Tiliaceae) [Kielland, 1990d].

Rinorea arborea (Violaceae) [Paré, in Henning, Henning, Joannou and Woodhall, 1997: 67].
Scutia myrtina (Burm. f.) Kurz (Rhamnaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325; Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 183; as S. commersoni Brongn.].

Eagris nottoana nottoana (Wallengren, 1857)

Pterygospidea nottoana Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 54 (55 pp.).
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Eagris nottoana nottoana.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 35mm.  Durban, Nat.  H. Millar.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2766).

Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Distribution: Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Very rare in the west (Mpanda); not uncommon, but very local, in the east and north (Kielland, 1990d).  Dendene coastal forest; Pugu Hills; Oldeani; the Mbulu forests; North Pare Mountains (Kielland, 1990d).

Zambia – Mpongwe; Lusaka; Feira (Heath, et al., 2002).
Zimbabwe – Harare (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”); Soutpansberg (I. Coetzer); Manoutsa (G. Henning).

Mpumalanga – Skukuza, Kruger National Park (Kloppers).

KwaZulu-Natal – Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Stanger (Swanepoel, 1953).

phyllophila Trimen, 1883 (as sp. of Nisoniades).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1883: 362 (347-363).  South Africa: “Natal (Coast Districts)”; Mozambique: “Delagoa Bay”.
flavipalpis Plötz, 1884 (as sp. of Nisoniades).  Jahrbuch des Nassauischen Vereins für Naturkunde 37: 37 (1-55). [Africa]: “Copiapa”.
melancholica Mabille, 1890 (as sp. of Eagris).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 9: 155 (149-150, 155-156, 167-169, 183-184).  South Africa: “Natal”.
quadrimaculata Neustetter, 1916 (as sp. of Sarangesa).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 30: 106 (95-108).  Uganda.
Eagris nottoana knysna Evans, 1947

Eagris nottoana knysna Evans, 1947.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (11) 13: 643 (641-648).

Type locality: South Africa: “Knysna, Cape of Good Hope”.

Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province - coast, Western Cape Province – south-east).

Specific localities:

Eastern Cape Province – Van Staden’s (Swanepoel, 1953); Coldstream (Swanepoel, 1953); Somerset East (Swanepoel, 1953); Bathurst (Swanepoel, 1953); Port Alfred (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Tsomo River (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953); Cintsa East (Williams & Dobsons’).
Western Cape Province – Knysna Forests (TL); Wilderness (Swanepoel, 1953); Plettenberg Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); George (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Eagris nottoana smithii (Mabille, [1887])

Tagiades smithii Mabille, [1887] in Grandidier [1885-7].  Histoire, Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar: 18: 354 (18 [1887]: 364 pp.; 19 [1885]: 55pls).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar”.

Distribution: Madagascar (south-west).
Eagris sabadius (Gray, 1832)

Hesperia sabadius Gray, 1832.  In Griffith, E., The animal kingdom arranged in conformity with its organisation, by the Baron Cuvier, with additional descriptions of all the species hitherto named and of many not before noticed 15: pl. 99, fig. 2 (796 pp.) London.

Type locality: None given.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe (Kielland, 1990d), Madagascar, Mauritius, Reunion, Seychelles, Comoro Islands.

Habitat: Montane forest in Zambia (Heath, et al., 2002).  In Tanzania it is common in montane forest, from 800 to 2 600 m (Kielland, 1990d).  In Madagascar in forest and forest margins (Lees et al., 2003).

Habits: The flight is fast and erratic but specimens settle frequently on leaves with the wings held flat (Kielland, 1990d; Davis & Barnes, 1991).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Grewia similis Schultz (Tiliaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325].

Grewia forbesii Mast. (Tiliaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325].

Rhus species (Anacardiaceae) [Kielland, 1990d: 231].

Hibiscus rosasinensis L. (Malvaceae) [Davis & Barnes, 1991; Mauritius].

Dombeya burgessiae (Sterculiaceae) [Heath, et al., 2002: 3].

Eagris sabadius sabadius (Gray, 1832)

Hesperia sabadius Gray, 1832.  In Griffith, E., The animal kingdom arranged in conformity with its organisation, by the Baron Cuvier, with additional descriptions of all the species hitherto named and of many not before noticed 15: pl. 99, fig. 2 (796 pp.) London.

Type locality: None given.

Distribution: Mauritius, Reunion.

Specific localities:

Mauritius – Not common (Davis & Barnes, 1991).
sabadius Boisduval, 1833 (as sp. of Thymele).  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 211 (149-270).  Mauritius; Reunion: “Bourbon”.
mauritiana Mabille and Boullet, 1916 (as var. of Eagris sabadius).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France 1916: 246 (243-247).  Mauritius: “Ile Maurice”.
Eagris sabadius aldabranus Fryer, 1912

Eagris sabadius var. aldabranus Fryer, 1912.  Transactions of the Linnean Society of London (2) 15: 20 (1-28).

Type locality: Seychelles: “Aldabra”.

Distribution: Seychelles (Aldabra Island).
Eagris sabadius andracne (Boisduval, 1833)

Hesperia? andracne Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 215 (149-270).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar”.

Distribution: Madagascar (widespread).
hyalinata Saalmüller, 1878 (as sp. of Plesioneura).  Bericht über die Senckenbergischen Naturforschen Gesellschaft 1878: 87 (71-96).  Madagascar: “Madagaskar”.

Eagris sabadius astoria Holland, 1896

Eagris astoria Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the United States National Museum 18: 763 (741-767).

Type locality: None given.

Distribution: Uganda (east), Kenya (central and west), Tanzania (north).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Northern Highlands and the eastern mountains , south to the Njombe Highlands and the Rubeho Mountains (Kielland, 1990d).
epira Karsch, 1896 (as sp. of Eagris).  Entomologische Nachrichten. Berlin 22: 372 (372-378).  Tanzania: “Kilimandjaro; Nord Usambara; Umgegend von Mlalo”.
plicata Butler, 1901 (as sp. of Eagris).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1900: 941 (911-946).  Kenya: “Nairobi forest; Ruarka River”.
Eagris sabadius comorana Evans, 1937

Eagris sabadius comorana Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 31 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Comoro Islands.

Distribution: Comoro Islands.
Eagris sabadius isabella Turlin, 1995

Eagris sabadius isabella Turlin, 1993 and 1995.  Lambillionea 93 (4) (Tome I): 361 (345-361) and Lambillionea 95 (2) (Tome I): 208 (197-210).

Type locality: Comoro Islands.

Distribution: Comoro Islands.
Eagris sabadius maheta Evans, 1937

Eagris sabadius maheta Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 30 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Seychelles: “Mahé”.

Distribution: Seychelles (Seychelle Islands).
Eagris sabadius ochreana Lathy, 1901

Eagris ochreana Lathy, 1901.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1901: 34 (19-36).
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Eagris sabadius ochreana.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Lujeri Estate, Mulanje, Malawi.  30 April, 1973.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Eagris sabadius ochreana.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 37mm.  Thyolo Cholo, nr Satemwa Estate, Malawi.  1 May, 1973.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Malawi: “Zomba”.

Distribution: Malawi, Zambia (north-east), Tanzania, Kenya (south-east).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Makutu Mountains; Mafinga Mountains; Nyika Plateau.  A single male taken at Ndole Bay (Lake Tanganyika) has atypical facies (Heath, et al., 2002: 3).

Note: Kielland (1990d:231) states that specimens resembling ssp. ochreana are sympatric with specimens referable to ssp. astoria in Tanzania.  He believes that ochreana is merely a form of astoria but does not formally sink  ochreana to astoria.

Eagris subalbida (Holland, 1893)

Sarangesa subalbida Holland, 1893.  Entomological News 5: 26 (26-31).

Type locality: Ghana: “Accra, West Africa”.

Distribution: Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Uganda, Rwanda.


Recorded, in error, from Sierra Leone by Evans, 1937 (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Chocolate flat.

Habitat: Forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is quite a scarce butterfly that flies inside dense forest (Larsen, 2005a).  Males perch on the upperside of leaves but roost on the underside of a leaf, with the wings held flat.  Contests between males take place at great speeds, about 1,5 metres above the ground.  Males are known to feed from flowers and bird droppings. (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Eagris subalbida subalbida (Holland, 1893)

Sarangesa subalbida Holland, 1893.  Entomological News 5: 26 (26-31).

Type locality: Ghana: “Accra, West Africa”.

Distribution: Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (east), Cameroon.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimba Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Accra (TL).
albiventer Strand, 1913 (as var. of Trichosemeia terastigma). Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.12.): 44 (30-84).  Cameroon: “Alén”.
obscura Aurivillius, 1925 (as var. of Sarangesa thecla).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (18): 1255 (1243-1359).  Cameroon: “Süd-Kamerun: Molundu”.
Eagris subalbida aurivillii (Neustetter, 1927)

Sarangesa aurivillii Neustetter, 1927.  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 21: 32 (7-8, 14-16, 23-24, 32).

Type locality: Uganda.

Distribution: Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Uganda, Rwanda.
theclides Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Sarangesa).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 8 (2-107).  Gabon: “Gaboon”.
Eagris tetrastigma (Mabille, 1891)

Ceratrichia tetrastigma Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 65 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons intérieur”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Black flat.

Habitat: Both primary and secondary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: An uncommon species that seems to occur in very localized populations (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Eagris tetrastigma tetrastigma (Mabille, 1891)

Ceratrichia tetrastigma Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 65 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons intérieur”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Congo, Central African Republic, Uganda (west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).
tristifica Aurivillius, 1925 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as sp. of Trichosemeia?).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 579 (614 pp.).  No locality given.
Eagris tetrastigma subolivescens (Holland, 1892)


Tricosemeia subolivescens Holland, 1892.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 10: 294 (284-294).

Type locality: [W. Africa]: “Matabililand”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (C. Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a; single male).

Liberia – Sapo (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kakum N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Note: The population in the Loma Mountains, Sierra Leone, may represent an undescribed subspecies or species (Larsen, 2005a).

Eagris tigris Evans, 1937

Eagris tigris Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 33 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Bugoma Forest, Unyoro, 3,700 ft”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Angola, Sudan, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Western tiger flat.

Habitat: Forest of good quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Scarce throughout its range, and especially scarce in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Eagris tigris tigris Evans, 1937

Eagris tigris Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 33 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Bugoma Forest, Unyoro, 3,700 ft”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda.

Specific localities:

Uganda – Budongo Forest (TL).
Eagris tigris kayonza Evans, 1956

Eagris tigris kayonza Evans, 1956.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 8: 882 (881-885).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kayonza, Kigesi”.

Distribution: Uganda (south-west - Kigezi district).
Eagris tigris liberti Collins & Larsen, 2005

Eagris tigris liberti Collins & Larsen, 2005.  In:  Butterflies of West Africa: 557.
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Eagris tigris liberti.  Male (holotype), Nigeria (x2.2).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Photo ex Torben Larsen.
Type locality: Nigeria: “Oban Hills”.  Holotype (male) March, 1995 (T.B. Larsen leg., coll. African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Diagnosis: Larger than the nominate subspecies; hyaline spots better developed; hindwing upperside margin paler (Larsen, 2005a).  The populations in the Central African Republic are intermediate between those of the nominate subspecies and subspecies liberti (Larsen, 2005a).

General remarks: Named for Michel Libert in recognition of his contributions to the study of Afrotropical butterflies (Larsen, 2005a).

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Angola, Sudan (south).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Danane (Larsen, 2005a); Goupoupleu (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Wli Falls (Larsen, 2005a); Kyabobo (Larsen, 2005a); (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oban Hills (TL); Bassa (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a).

Central African Republic – Bangui (Larsen, 2005a).
Genus Calleagris Aurivillius, 1925
In Seitz, 1908-25.  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 571 (614 pp.).
Type-species: Antogonus jamesoni Sharpe, by monotypy.

An Afrotropical genus of six species.

Calleagris hollandi (Butler, 1897)

Sarangesa hollandi Butler, 1897.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 840 (817-850).
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Calleagris hollandi.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  South Mutundu River, Mufulira, Zambia.  4100 ft.  19-7-81.  M.A. Newport.  (Newport Collection).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Mbalizi Valley, Unyika”.

Distribution: Uganda (Kielland, 1990d), Tanzania (west), Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Zambia (north), Malawi (north).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mpanda; Kigoma (Kielland, 1990d).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Mufulira; Luanshya; Mpongwe; Mkushi; Lumangwe Falls; Mporokoso; Mafinga Mountains (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: Moist woodland.  In Tanzania it is local and rare, in woodland from 1 000 to 1 200 m (Kielland, 1990d).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Calleagris jamesoni (Sharpe, 1890)

Antigonus jamesoni Sharpe, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 348 (346-350).
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Calleagris jamesoni jamesoni.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Buzi River, Mozambique.  20.8.73.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2767).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Umvuli River”.

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana.

Common name: Jameson’s flat; Jameson’s skipper.

Habitat: Brachystegia woodland.  In Tanzania ssp. jacksoni is common in woodland and savanna, from 1 000 to 1 600 m; ssp. jamesoni is found on forest margins and in woodland, from sea-level (Zanzibar) to 1 600 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Males hilltop, selecting a perch on a twig or leaf of a tree, and chasing intruders with a charcteristic jerky flight.  Females are mostly encountered on the slopes (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year, with fairly distinct seasonal forms (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Paré, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 311.

Larval food:

Julbernardia globiflora (Benth.) Troupin (Fabaceae) [Paré, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 311].

Brachystegia boehmii Taub. (Fabaceae) [Paré, in Pringle, et al., 1994: 311].
Calleagris jamesoni jamesoni (Sharpe, 1890)

Antigonus jamesoni Sharpe, 1890.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 6: 348 (346-350).
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Calleagris jamesoni jamesoni.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 38mm.  Buzi River, Mozambique.  20.8.73.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2767).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Umvuli River”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Tanzania (east), Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east), Botswana.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Zanzibar; Uluguru Mountains; Nguru Mountains; Image Mountain; Rubeho Mountains (Kielland, 1990d).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Mongu; Solwezi; Mufulira; Luanshya; Mpongwe; Mkushi; Chalimbana; Kafue; Lumangwe Falls; Mporokoso (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Vila Gouveia; Amatongas Forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Inyanga (Williams).
kigonserensis Wichgraf, 1921 (as ab. of Eagris jamesoni).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 14: 179 (171-172, 179-180, 195-197).  Tanzania: “Kigonsera”.
gava Evans, 1937 (as wet-season f. of Calleagris jamesoni).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 35 (212 pp.).  Zimbabwe: “S. Rhodesia (Umtali)”.
neavei Evans, 1951 (as ssp. of Calleagris jamesoni).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 4: 1268 (1268-1272).  Mozambique: “Portuguese E. Africa, Kola Valley, E. of Mt. Chiperone, 1700 ft”.
Calleagris jamesoni ansorgei Evans, 1951

Calleagris jamesoni ansorgei Evans, 1951.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 4: 1268 (1268-1272).

Type locality: Angola: “Elandswater, Benguella”.

Distribution: Angola.
Calleagris jamesoni jacksoni Evans, 1951

Calleagris jamesoni jacksoni Evans, 1951.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 4: 1268 (1268-1272).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Gaita [Geita District], Tanganyika”.

Distribution: Tanzania (west and north).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Geita District, south of Lake Victoria (TL); Kigoma; Mpanda; Tabora (Kielland, 1990d).
Calleagris kobela (Trimen, 1864)

Nisoniades kobela Trimen, 1864.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 2: 180 (175-180).

Type locality: South Africa: “Bashee River, Kaffraria”.

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal – south, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Graytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Karkloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Balgowan (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Bashee River (Bowker; TL); Somerset East (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953); Bushman’s River Mouth (Williams, unpublished 2004).

Common name: Mrs Raven’s flat; Mrs Raven’s skipper.

Habitat: Montane forest.

Habits: The flight is not fast but specimens are easily disturbed, and will then flit around for a short time and alight on another plant.  Individuals usually settle low down, on the underside of leaves, with the wings fully expanded.  Both sexes feed from flowers.  Males establish territories in clearings and along paths and roads in the forest.  These clearings are defended in the morning hours, specimens usually perching, with opened wings, on the upper surface of leaves (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: November to May but most numerous in February and March (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Calleagris krooni Vári, 1974

Calleagris krooni Vári, 1974.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 29: 10 (9-24).

Type locality: South Africa: “Mariepskop”.  Holotype male in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Diagnosis: Similar to C. kobela, from which it can be distinguished by its larger size, the larger and more numerous hyaline spots on the forewing, and on the hindwing underside by the lighter ochreous irroration between the postdiscal spots and the wing margin (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga – along the eastern slopes of the Drakensberg escarpment).

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga – Mariepskop, between 600 and 1 200 m (TL); Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Kowyn’s Pass (Swanepoel, 1953); Blyfstaanhoogte, near Sabie (Pringle et al., 1994); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

Common name: Kroon’s flat; Kroon’s skipper.

Habitat: Montane forest.

Habits: Flight not particularly fast, and seldom more than a metre above the ground.  Both sexes feed from flowers (Pringle et al., 1994).  Males defend territories in clearings and along roads, perching with fully opened wings on the upper surface of leaves of low-growing plants.

Flight period: November to May.  Commonest from February to April (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Calleagris lacteus (Mabille, 1877)

Tagiades lacteus Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 7: 39 (39-40).
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Calleagris lacteus lacteus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 37mm.  Chiwoma, N.W. Zambia.  April/May ’00.  TCEC/IB/MR/PW.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “Congo”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Milky scarce flat.

Habitat: Mainly in wetter forest, often near rivers (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania it occurs from 800 to 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: This a rare skipper throughout its range (Kielland, 1990; Larsen, 2005a).  Males may be seen perching and flying around low down inside forest.  If disturbed thay may fly higer up and land on the underside of a leaf (Larsen, 2005a).  Males come to bird droppings (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Calleagris lacteus lacteus (Mabille, 1877)

Tagiades lacteus Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 7: 39 (39-40).
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Calleagris lacteus lacteus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 37mm.  Chiwoma, N.W. Zambia.  April/May ’00.  TCEC/IB/MR/PW.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “Congo”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (west), Zambia (north-west, north-east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kigoma District: Kasoge; Mahale Ridge; Kemfu; Kasye; Mihumu (Kielland, 1990d).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Kawambwa (Heath, et al., 2002).

Calleagris lacteus dannatti (Ehrmann, 1893)

Tagiades dannatti Ehrmann, 1893.  Entomological News 4: 309 (309-310).

Synonym of Calleagris lacteus (Mabille, 1877).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Calleagris lacteus dannatti (Ehrmann, 1893).  Larsen, 2005a: 478.

Type locality: Liberia: “Piquinnie Ses”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimba Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Bumbuna (Belcastro, 1986).

Liberia – Harbel (Lindsey & Miller, 1965).

Ivory Coast – Banco Forest, Abidjan (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a); Gagnoa (Larsen, 2005a); Agboville (Larsen, 2005a); Issia (Larsen, 2005a); Alepe (Larsen, 2005a)’ Adiopodoume (Larsen, 2005a); Kakpin/Comoe (Larsen, 2005a); Tai (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Cape Three Points (Larsen, 2005a); Konongo (Larsen, 2005a); Assin Foso (Larsen, 2005a); Neung (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Isheri near Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Sapoba (Larsen, 2005a); Awka (Mamu Forest) (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Calleagris landbecki (Druce, 1910)

Eagris landbecki Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 375 (356-378).
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Calleagris landbecki.  Left – male upperside, Nigeria (x2.4).  Right – male underside, Nigeria (x2.4).  Photos ex Torben Larsen.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Upper Kasai District, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Tiwai Island (Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a; 2 specimens).

Ivory Coast – Fresco (Larsen, 2005a; 2 specimens); Banco (Larsen, 2005a; 1 specimen); Mount Peko (Larsen, 2005a; 1 specimen).

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a; 3 specimens).

Cameroon – Korup (T. Helps teste Larsen, 2005a; 1 specimen).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kasai (TL).

Common name: Landbeck’s scarce flat.

Habitat: Primary, wet forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a very rare skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  On one occasion a male was noted circling furiously in a clearing that had been created by a fallen tree (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Procampta Holland, 1892
Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 10: 293 et nota (284-294).
Type-species: Procampta rara Holland, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus containing a single species.

Procampta rara Holland, 1892

Procampta rara Holland, 1892.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 10: 293 (284-294).

Type locality: Gabon: “Ogové Valley”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kyabobo (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Rare elf.

Habitat: Drier types of forest, including disturbed habitat (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Despite its common name it is not particularly rare and specimens are regularly found mud-puddling (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are very partial to bird-droppings and on one occasion a male was seen to drink the juices from an over-ripe orange (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Eretis Mabille, 1891
Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 71 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).
Type-species: Eretis melania Mabille, by monotypy.

An Afrotropical genus of 11 species.


Eretis buamba Evans, 1937

Eretis buamba Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 39 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Bugoma Forest, Unyoro, 3,700 ft”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Eretis camerona Evans, 1937

Eretis camerona Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 38 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west).


Recorded, in error, from Nigeria by Larsen, 1999 (CD of draft for Butterflies of West Africa) (Larsen, 2005a).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Eretis djaelaelae (Wallengren, 1857)

Pterygospidea djaelaelae Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 54 (55 pp.).
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Eretis djaelaelae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Kaapsehoop, E. Transvaal.  1.iv.47.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2771).

Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Diagnosis: See E. umbra for differentiation.

Distribution: Tanzania (east-central; Kielland, 1990d), Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province (south-east)), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Image Mountain; Ruaha National Park (Kielland, 1990d).

Zambia – Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Mica (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Vivo (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Messina (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Komatipoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams); Buffelspoort Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Zeerust (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Margate (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Somerset East (Swanepoel, 1953); Fort Beaufort (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Queenstown (Swanepoel, 1953); Stormberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Cathcart (Swanepoel, 1953); Stutterheim (Swanepoel, 1953); Kei River (Swanepoel, 1953).

Western Cape Province – Plettenberg Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Mossel Bay (requires verification) (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Marbled elf.

Habitat: Savanna woodland; rarely grassland.  In Tanzania it is found in woodland and open montane grassland, from 700 to 2 100 m (Kielland, 1990d).

Habits: Adults fly close to the ground with a skipping flight.  They alight frequently with expanded wings, on low plants or on the ground.  Both sexes often visit flowers.  Males occasionally mud-puddle or drink from the moisture of fresh cow-dung (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Males may establish territories, usually centred on a small bush.

Flight period: All year but in cooler areas from August to May.  Commonest from September to March (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 216; plate 6 [as Eretis djaelaelae djaelaelae; East London, Eastern Cape; there is a possibility that this record may be that of the life history of Eretis umbra (Trimen)].

Larval food:

Asystasia schimperi Anders. (Acanthaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325].

Barleria setigera ? (Acanthaceae) [Kielland, 1990d: 231].

Chaetacanthus setiger (Pers.) Lindl. (syn. persoonii C.B. Cl.) (Acanthaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 183].

Dyschoriste species (Acanthaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 183].

Justicia protracta (Acanthaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou and Woodhall, 1997: 71].
Justicia species (Acanthaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 183].

Phaulopsis imbricata (Forssk.) Sweet (Acanthaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 183].

