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Borbo fatuellus.  Photo courtesy Jeremy Dobson 

Genus Astictopterus Felder & Felder, 1860
Wiener Entomologische Monatschrift 4: 401 (394-402).
Type-species: Astictopterus jama Felder & Felder, by subsequent designation (Butler, 1870.  Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 7: 95 (55-58, 92-99).) [extralimital].

A predominantly Afrotropical genus of nine species.  Seven species occur in the Region and there are two extralimital species.  Most of the Afrotropical species occur on the eastern side of the continent, with only two species found in West Africa.  The sexes are fairly similar.  Larsen (2005a) expresses some reservations in regard to whether all the species are congeneric, or whether the Oriental species are congeneric.  A. inornatus larvae are recorded feeding on grass (Poaceae), while A. stellata larvae are stated to feed on Asystasia (Acanthaceae).  This is strong circumstantial evidence that, at least these two species are probably not congeneric.

*
Astictopterus abjecta (Snellen, 1872)

Pamphila abjecta Snellen, 1872.  Tidschrift voor Entomologie 15: 32 (1-112).
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Astictopterus abjecta.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Zambezi Bridge, Ikelenge, Zambia.  5.XI.79.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Astictopterus abjecta.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Zambezi Bridge, Ikelenge, Zambia.  5.XI.79.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Angola: “Bananas”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Mayoumbe), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a); Nimba Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Shaki (Larsen, 2005a); Iseyin (Larsen, 2005a); Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Benin (Larsen, 2005a); lower slopes of Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: Abject hopper.

Habitat: Forest.  Humid Guinea savanna in West Africa, as well as severely disturbed parts of the forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Localized but may be common where it occurs (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is weak and bounding, just above the level of the grass, or even between the grass blades (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
furvus Mabille, 1890 (as sp. of Steropes).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 9: 156 (149-150, 155-156, 167-169, 183-184).  Sierra Leone: “Sierra-Leone”.
uniformis Karsch, 1893 (as sp. of Cyclopides).  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 38: 245 (1-266).  Togo: “Station Bismarckburg”.
niangarensis Holland, 1920 (as sp. of Leptalina).  Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History 43: 256 (109-369).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Niangara”.
*
Astictopterus anomoeus (Plötz, 1879)

Apaustus anomoeus Plötz, 1879.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 358 (353-364).

Type locality: Ghana: “Aburi”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo.


Probably recorded in error from Nigeria by Evans, 1937 (Larsen, 2005a).

Speciic localities:

Guinea – Nimba area (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Monrovia (Larsen, 2005a); Ganta (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Aburi (TL); Kumasi (Larsen, 2005a); Addah (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Yellow hopper.

Habitat: Wetter forests, but only where the canopy is broken enough to allow for the development of grassy areas (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: The flight pattern is slow and bounding.  Both sexes avidly seek flowers (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Astictopterus bruno (Evans, 1937)

Isoteinon bruno Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 79 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Marungu Plateau”.

Distribution: Tanzania (south-west - Marungu Plateau and Lindi River).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Astictopterus inornatus (Trimen, 1864)

Cyclopides inornatus Trimen, 1864.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 2: 179 (175-180).

Type locality: South Africa: “Bashee River, Kaffraria”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Port Shepstone (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Pinetown (Swanepoel, 1953); Verulam (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Howick (Swanepoel, 1953); Balgowan (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Bashee River (TL); Tsomo River (Swanepoel, 1953); Stutterheim (Swanepoel, 1953); Amabele (Swanepoel, 1953); Kei River (Swanepoel, 1953); Ngqeleni (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Modest sylph; grassland fairy.

Habitat: Coastal and sub-coastal subtropical grassland.  Colonies are associated with dense stands of tall “cottonwool grass” (the larval host-plant).  These stands are usually in the vicinity of streams or adjacent to mist-belt (temperate) forest.

Habits: The flight is weak and not long sustained, specimens settling frequently, on grass blades or stems.  Both sexes may be found feeding from flowers in shorter grass, near the stands of cottonwool grass.  Males establish territories among the cottonwool grass.

Flight period: September to April.  The peak emergence appears to be in January.

Early stages:

Clark, in Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 192.

Larval food:

Imperata cylindrica (L.) Raeuschel (Poaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 192; as Imperata arundinacea].
*
Astictopterus punctulata (Butler, 1895)

Ceratrichia punctulata Butler, 1895.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1895: 265 (250-270).
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Astictopterus punctulata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Mufulira, Zambia.  29 December, 1981.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Astictopterus punctulata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Abercorn, N. Rhod.  Feb 1961.  R. Badham.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2820).
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Astictopterus punctulata.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Zambezi Source, Zambia.  22.3.81.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Fwambo”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia (north).


Recorded, in error, from Nigeria by Ackery et al., 1995 (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Chingola; Mufulira; Kitwe; Kabwe; Serenje; Kasama (Heath et al., 2002).

Habitat: Brachystegia and Uapaca woodlands (Heath et al., 2002).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Astictopterus stellata (Mabille, 1891)

Ceratrichia stellata Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 65 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: Kenya: “Mombassa en Afrique”.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Common name: Spangled sylph; spangled skipper.

Habitat: Forest (Pringle et al., 1994).

Habits: Flies slowly in the shade of trees, settling frequently, on blades of grass (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: Double-brooded, flying in August and again from January to April (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Asystasia species (Acanthaceae) [Heath et al., 2002: 10].

Astictopterus stellata stellata (Mabille, 1891)

Ceratrichia stellata Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 65 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: Kenya: “Mombassa en Afrique”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast).
Astictopterus stellata amania Evans, 1947

Astictopterus stellata amania Evans, 1947.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (11) 13: 644 (641-648).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Amani, Usambara”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east - Usambara, Nguru, and Uluguru Mountains).
Astictopterus stellata mineni (Trimen, 1894)

Cyclopides mineni Trimen, 1894.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1894: 72 (14-82).
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Astictopterus stellata mineni.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Busi R, S. Rhodesia.  7.3.54.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2822).
Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Mineni Valley”.

Distribution: Tanzania (south), Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Petauke; Luangwa Valley (Heath et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Amatongas; Dondo Forest (Pringle et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Musapa River Forest; Salone Forest (Pinhey).
*
Astictopterus tura Evans, 1951

Astictopterus tura Evans, 1951.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 4: 1271 (1268-1272).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Turiani, Tanganyika, 2500 ft. Ungaru Mts”.

Distribution: Tanzania.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Prosopalpus Holland, 1896
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 53 (2-107).
Type-species: Cobalus duplex Mabille, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of three species.  The ‘dwarf skippers’ are tiny brown hesperiids, which are all scarce and local.  The larval host plants are possibly Poaceae (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

*
Prosopalpus debilis (Plötz, 1879)

Apaustus debilis Plötz, 1879.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 360 (353-364).
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Prosopalpus debilis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 21mm.  Ghibe-Tolley, Ethiopia.  14/ix/1997.  AJ Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Prosopalpus debilis.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Ikelenge, Zambia.  24 December, 1983.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Mungo”.

Diagnosis: Differs from P. saga in that it is not as dark and lacks a hindwing brand.  Differs from P. styla in that on the hindwing underside the pale discal band consists of two rows of spots (in styla the band is solid) (Congdon & Collins, 1998). 

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (west), Cameroon, Gabon, Ethiopia, Tanzania (north-west), Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a; single record).

Ghana – Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Benin (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kikuru Forest (relatively common but localized); Kere Hill, in Minziro Forest (very rare) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Solwezi; Mpika (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: Western dwarf skipper.

Habitat: Forest of various types (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
duplex Mabille, 1890 (as sp. of Cobalus).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 9: 169 (149-150, 155-156, 167-169, 183-184).  Sierra Leone: “Free-Town”.
*
Prosopalpus saga Evans, 1937

Prosopalpus saga Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 81 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “W. Angole”.

Diagnosis: Differs from P. styla in the following respects: upperside almost black; underside dark and almost unmarked; cilia dark brown (in styla pale and chequered); hindwing upperside of male with a black brand (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Cameroon, Uganda (west), Kenya? (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Macenta (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Yapo (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Takoradi (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a); Bia N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, in Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest (rare in both) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Branded dwarf skipper.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This is a scarce skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens are most likely to be seen on the edges of forest and along forest paths.  Here they fly about among low vegetation in open places (Congdon & Collins, 1998).  The flight is weak (Larsen, 2005a).  Berger (1962) found a specimen feeding from lantana flowers.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Prosopalpus styla Evans, 1937

Prosopalpus styla Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 81 (212 pp.).
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Prosopalpus styla.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Zambezi rapids, Ikelenge, N.W. Province, Zambia.  26.VIII.76.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Sudan: “S. Sudan”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania, Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Cap Vert (Larsen, 2005a); Niokolo-Koba (Larsen, 2005a); Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Burkina Faso – Bala (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Mole N.P. (Larsen, 2005a); Wli Falls.

Nigeria – Jos Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Zambia: Chinyaji River (Ikelenge); Mwinilunga (Heath et al., 2002); Zambezi Rapids (Heath).

Common name: Widespread dwarf skipper.

Habitat: Marshy open ground in savanna and forest (Larsen, 2005a).  Males are known to mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Grass (Poaceae) [Congdon & Collins, 1998: 16; Tanzania; oviposition only].
Genus Ampittia Moore, 1882
In Moore, [1880-2].  The lepidoptera of Ceylon 1: 171 (190 pp.). London.
Type-species: Hesperia maro Fabricius, by original designation [extralimital].

An Old World genus of 10 species, two of which are Afrotropical and eight extralimital (Oriental).

*
Ampittia capenas (Hewitson, 1868)

Cyclopides capenas Hewitson, 1868 in Hewitson, 1867-8.  Descriptions of one hundred new species of Hesperidae [sic]: 43 (56 pp.). London.
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Ampittia capenas capenas.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Amatongas, P. E. A.  28.viii.1957.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2823).
Type locality: “Zambesi”.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Common name: Riverine ranger.

Habitat: Banks of streams and rivers (Pringle et al., 1994).

Habits: Flies quite slowly, in the vicinity of patches of tall coarse grass, resting often, on the grass stems (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: August to October and February to April (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ampittia capenas capenas (Hewitson, 1868)

Cyclopides capenas Hewitson, 1868 in Hewitson, 1867-8.  Descriptions of one hundred new species of Hesperidae [sic]: 43 (56 pp.). London.
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Ampittia capenas capenas.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Amatongas, P. E. A.  28.viii.1957.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2823).
Type locality: “Zambesi”.

Distribution: Kenya (east), Tanzania, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Specific localities:

Mozambique – Amatongas; Buzi River, below the Chrinda Forest (Pringle et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Vumba Mountains; Mount Selinda (Pringle et al., 1994).
derbice Hewitson, 1877 (as sp. of Cyclopides).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 20: 327 (319-328).  “Nyasa”.
Ampittia capenas blanda Evans, 1947

Ampittia capenas blanda Evans, 1947.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (11) 13: 644 (641-648).

Type locality: Zambia: “Dunrobin Mine, N. Rhodesia”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Zambia (east).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Dunrobin Mine (TL); Mufulira; Miengwe; Chisamba; Luangwa Valley; Mbala (Heath et al., 2002).
*
Ampittia parva Aurivillius, 1925

Ampittia parva Aurivillius, 1925 in Seitz, 1908-25.  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 548 (614 pp.).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Usambara: Mombo”.

Diagnosis: A tiny skipper; upperside blackish brown with three large yellow patches on forewing, the patch in the cell elongated; hindwing with a large, rounded central yellow area.
Distribution: Tanzania (north-east, including Zanzibar).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mombo in the Usambara Mountains (TL); Zanzibar (Kielland, 1990); Madaba in the Songea Region (Kielland, 1990); Uzungwa Range (Kielland, 1990); Masagati Forest s.w. of Ifakara (Kielland, 1990); Nguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990); Uluguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990); Kimboza Forest (Kielland, 1990); Nguu Mountains (Kielland, 1990); Kiono Forest near Sadani (Kielland, 1990); Rau Forest at Moshi (N. Cordeiro teste Kielland, 1990).
Habitat: Marshy places in forests and along rivers at elevations of up to 1 200m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: It often congregates in particular spots, flying around weakly, and often settling on the leaves of grasses (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Kedestes Watson, 1893
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 96 (3-132).
Type species: Hesperia lepenula Wallengren, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of 24 species.  Apparently closely related to the genus Ampittia (Kielland, 1990).  The majority of species occur in Eastern and Southern Africa.  Only two species are found in West Africa.  Morphologically they are of diverse appearance and Larsen (2005a) thinks that the genus may be paraphyletic.  The larval hosts are grasses (Poaceae) in nine of the 24 species in which they are known.
*
Kedestes barberae (Trimen, 1873)

Cyclopides barberae Trimen, 1873.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1873: 120 (101-124).
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Kedestes barberae barberae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Loteni, 6500, Natal.  1.x.1961.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2827).

Type locality: South Africa: “Stormbergen, Cape Colony”.  Holotype (female) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Diagnosis: Antennal club thick; forewing upperside with white spots; underside hindwing with characteristic, bold, irregular shiny white streaks.

Distribution: Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999), Lesotho.

Common name: Barber’s ranger.

Habitat: Grassland, from sea level in the Western Cape Province to 2 800 metres in Lesotho.  Often in marshy areas or along stream banks (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Most of the former habitat of ssp. bunta, on the Cape Flats, has been destroyed by urbanization and invasion by alien vegetation (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Habits: Flies rapidly, close to the ground, around grassy areas, frequently settling on grass blades (Pringle et al., 1994).  Both sexes are strongly attracted to flowers.  Males occasionally hilltop but more usually establish territories near stands of the larval host plants.  Kielland (1990) noted that they perch for long periods on bare ground once the sun has warmed it.

Flight period: Double-brooded, flying in October and November, and again in March.  It is most abundant in October-November but has been found as early as August near Port Elizabeth (Pringle, et al., 1994).  The subspecies bunta is on the wing in September and October.

Early stages:

Clark, in Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 250; plate 23 [as Kedestes barberae; Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape].

Larval food:

Imperata cylindrica (L.) Raeuschel (Poaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 193; as Imperata arundinacea].
Kedestes barberae barberae (Trimen, 1873)

Cyclopides barberae Trimen, 1873.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1873: 120 (101-124).
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Kedestes barberae barberae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Loteni, 6500, Natal.  1.x.1961.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2827).

Type locality: South Africa: “Stormbergen, Cape Colony”.  Holotype (female) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: Tanzania (south-west), Zambia, Zimbabwe (east), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Crater floor of Mount Rungwe at 2 2250 – 2 700 m (Congdon & Kielland teste Kielland, 1990); Kitulo Plateau (Elton Range) at 2 600 m (Congdon teste Kielland, 1990).

Zambia: Shiwa Ngandu; Nyika (Heath, et al., 2002).

Limpopo Province – Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Haenertsburg – Paardevlei (Swanepoel, 1953); Makapan’s Cave (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Pilgrim’s Rest (Pringle, et al., 1994); Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelspoort Nature Reserve (Williams).

North West Province – Rustenburg (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Gauteng – Henley-on-Klip (Pringle, et al., 1994); Johannesburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Drakensberg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Queenstown (Pringle, et al., 1994); Stutterheim (Pringle, et al., 1994); Summerstrand (Port Elizabeth) (Clark and Dickson).

Lesotho – Ramatsiliso (Wykeham).

Kedestes barberae bonsa Evans, 1956

Kedestes barberae bonsa Evans, 1956.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 8: 883 (881-885).

Type locality: South Africa: “Steynsburg, Cape Province”.

Diagnosis: Ssp. bonsa is distinguished by the white markings on the underside of the hindwing, which form two separate lines (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Free State Province, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Free State Province – Oranjekrag (Pringles).

Eastern Cape Province – Steynsburg (TL); Winterberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Lootsberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Stormberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Burgersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Camdeboo Mountains, near Aberdeen (Pringles).
Kedestes barberae bunta Evans, 1956

Kedestes barberae bunta Evans, 1956.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 8: 883 (881-885).

Type locality: South Africa: “near Steenberg Railway Station, Cape Province”.

Diagnosis: Ssp. bunta is small, dark, and has a distinctive rich brown underside (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Western Cape Province – Near Steenberg Railway Station, south of Retreat (TL); Cape Flats (Pringle, et al., 1994); Strandfontein (Swanepoel, 1953).

Conservation status: Classified as vulnerable in the South African Red Data List.
*
Kedestes brunneostriga (Plötz, 1884)

Cyclopides brunneostriga Plötz, 1884.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 45: 393 (389-397).
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Kedestes brunneostriga.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Ikelenge, Mwinilunga, Zambia.  25 March, 1983.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Angola: “Pungo Adongo”.

Diagnosis: Upperside forewing with white spots; cilia not chequered; underside hindwing ochreous brown; forewing with spot in space 1b and three subapical spots; cell spots separate and not in line with the spot in 2.

Distribution: Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania (Evans, 1937), Malawi, Zambia (north-west to Copperbelt).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Evans (1937) recorded the species from Tanzania but Kielland (1990) did not meet with it.

Zambia: Ikelenge; Solwezi; Mufulira (Heath et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Setaria spp. (Poaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325].
*
Kedestes callicles (Hewitson, 1868)

Cyclopides callicles Hewitson, 1868 in Hewitson, 1867-8.  Descriptions of one hundred new species of Hesperidae [sic]: 42 (56 pp.). London.  Holotype (female) in the Natural History Museum, London.
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Kedestes callicles.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Punda Milia.  19.IV.1969.  J.J. Kloppers.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2835).

Type locality: Namibia: “Damara Land”.

Diagnosis: Upperside dark brown; forewing with row of pale-yellow spots from near apex to middle of vein 1; spot in space 2 largest; two cell spots and three subapical spots; hindwing with irregularly placed spots; spots on underside as for upperside but bordered by black; underside ground-colour greenish olive.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Angola, Ethiopia, Somalia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal - north), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Gashaka-Gumpti N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bamenda Highlands (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Northern Highlands, central areas, east to Rubeho Mountains, Image and Kitonga Gorge (Kielland, 1990).
Zambia: Ndola (Heath et al., 2002); Kapiri Mposhi (Heath et al., 2002); Mkushi (Heath et al., 2002); Lusaka (Heath et al., 2002); Victoria Falls (Heath et al., 2002); Luangwa Valley (Heath et al., 2002); Mbala (Heath et al., 2002).

Botswana – Okavango Delta (Pinhey).

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Chuniespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Tubex (Swanepoel, 1953); Dendron (Swanepoel, 1953); Vivo (Swanepoel, 1953); Louis Trichardt (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); Tzaneen (Swanepoel, 1953); Mica (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (Williams).

Mpumalanga – Burgersfort (Swanepoel, 1953); Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Empangeni (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Mooi River (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Pale ranger.

Habitat: Moist and mesic woodland (bushveld), from sea level to about 1 400 metres (Pringle et al., 1994).  In Tanzania in rather dry thornbush country from 600 to 1 500 m (Kielland, 1990).
Habits: Regarded as local and uncommon in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).  Keeps largely to the shade beneath trees.  The flight is fairly swift but they settle often, on grass or on the ground.  Flowers are visited occasionally (Pringle et al., 1994) to frequently (Larsen, 2005a).  Males establish territories in the shade of thorn and other trees (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: November to April, with a peak in February and March (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Imperata cylindrica (Poaceae) [Heath et al., 2002: 12].
aleta Plötz, 1883 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 44: 232 (26-64, 195-233).  No locality given.
*
Kedestes chaca (Trimen, 1873)

Pyrgus chaca Trimen, 1873.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1873: 118 (101-124).
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Kedestes chaca male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
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Kedestes chaca female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
Type locality: South Africa: “Grahamstown and Bathurst, Cape Colony; Tsomo River, Kaffraria”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Mount Currie near Kokstad (Swanepoel, 1953); Loteni (Swanepoel, 1953); Giant’s Castle (Swanepoel, 1953); Dargle (Pringle, et al., 1994); Garden Castle (Pringle, et al., 1994); Bushman’s Nek (Pringle, et al., 1994); upper Loteni River basin (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Eastern Cape Province – Highlands, near Grahamstown (TL); Bathurst (TL); Tsomo River (TL); Mount Kubusie near Stutterheim (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Shaka’s ranger; Shaka’s skipper.

Habitat: Montane grassland.  Colonies occur among long grass in damp areas (seeps).

Habits: Specimens fly rapidly, close to the ground and often settle, on blades of grass or on flowers.  The flowers of Basananthe sandersoni (Passifloraceae) are especially favoured (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Males hilltop, on grassy eminences and mountain tops, perching on grass stems or on the ground.

Flight period: October to April, with a peak in December and January (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Kedestes heathi Hancock & Gardiner, 1982

Kedestes heathi Hancock & Gardiner, 1982.  Arnoldia. Zimbabwe 9: 110 (105-124).
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Kedestes heathi.  Male (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 22mm.  Mudwiji Plains, Zambia.  2 January, 1982.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Kedestes heathi.  Female (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Mwekera, Kitwe, Zambia.  10 January, 1982.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Zambia: “Itawa, Ndola”.

Distribution: Zambia (north-west to Copperbelt).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Mundwiji Plain; Mwunilunga; Mufulira; Mwekera; Itawa Dambo (Ndola) (TL); Imanda Mushitu (St. Anthony’s Mission) (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Kedestes lema Neave, 1910

Kedestes lema Neave, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 77 (2-86).
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Kedestes lema lema.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Foulakari R., 85 K S.W. Brazza, Congo.  1/93.  S. Collins.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kambove, Katanga”.

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Common name: Lema ranger.

Habitat: Brachystegia woodland.

Flight period: December to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Kedestes lema lema Neave, 1910

Kedestes lema Neave, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 77 (2-86).
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Kedestes lema lema.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Foulakari R., 85 K S.W. Brazza, Congo.  1/93.  S. Collins.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kambove, Katanga”.

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Zambia: Lusaka (Heath, et al., 2002).
Kedestes lema linka Evans, 1956

Kedestes lema linka Evans, 1956.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 8: 883 (881-885).
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Kedestes lema linka.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Kabanga Dam, Chipinga.  6-1-78.  S. Hensman.  (Transvaal Museum – TM2831).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Chirinda Mt., Mashonaland”.

Distribution: Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Makutu Mountains (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Chirinda Mountain (Marshall; TL; single female); Forrester Estates near Umvukwes (Pennington; single male); Chitora Hills (Carcasson; single male); Chipinga (Parker).
*
Kedestes lenis Riley, 1932

Kedestes lenis Riley, 1932.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (10) 10: 150 (137-152).

Type locality: South Africa: “Cape of Good Hope”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Diagnosis: Similar to K. niveostriga but smaller, with more reduced and fainter white markings (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: South Africa.

Common name: Unique ranger.

Habitat: Grassland and grassy areas in fynbos.  Most often along stream banks and in marshy places, from sea level to 1 800 metres.

Habits: Flies rapidly in places with short grass, frequently settling on grass blades or stems.  Rarely observed feeding from flowers.  Males establish territories in short grass, near stands of the larval host plants; they do not hilltop.

Flight period: The nominate subspecies is on the wing in November and December.  Subspecies alba flies from October to March (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Imperata cylindrica (L.) Raeuschel (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 193; as Imperata arundinacea].
Kedestes lenis lenis Riley, 1932

Kedestes lenis Riley, 1932.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (10) 10: 150 (137-152).

Type locality: South Africa: “Cape of Good Hope”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).

Specific localities:

South Africa – Strandfontein (east of Muizenberg); near Retreat (Feltham).

Conservation status: Classified as vulnerable in the South African Red Data List.


Kedestes lenis alba Henning, Henning, Joannou & Woodhall, 1997

Kedestes lenis alba Henning, Henning, Joannou & Woodhall, 1997.  Living butterflies of southern Africa - Volume 1: 151 (397 pp.). Umdaus Press, South Africa.

Type locality: South Africa: “Golden Gates Highland National Park, Free State, 16.xii.1993, S.F. Henning”.  Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Distribution: South Africa (Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Free State Province – Golden Gate Highlands National Park (Kroon; TL).

KwaZulu-Natal – Giant’s Castle (Swanepoel, 1953).
Eastern Cape Province – Camdeboo Mountains (V. and E. Pringle); near Steynsburg (Pringle, et al., 1994); Dordrecht (Pringle, et al., 1994).

*
Kedestes lepenula (Wallengren, 1857)

Hesperia lepenula Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 50 (55 pp.).

Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.

Distribution: Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, North West Province, Free State Province, Eastern Cape Province, Northern Cape Province).

Specific localities:

Namibia – Buschbrunnen Farm (de Moor); Kombat; Grootfontein; Tsumeb (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Potchefstroom (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Uitenhage (Swanepoel, 1953).

Northern Cape Province – Griqualand West (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Chequered ranger.

Habitat: Dry woodland (bushveld).

Habits: The flight is very fast, and difficult to follow.  Flowers attract both sexes.  Unlike most species of Kedestes the males of this species are regular hilltoppers.  They may select from a variety of perches such as rocks, grass stems, the leaves of bushes and trees, or even the ground, from which they defend their territories.

Flight period: September to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Imperata cylindrica (L.) Raeuschel (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 194; as Imperata arundinaceae].
chersias Hewitson, 1877 (as sp. of Cyclopides).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (4) 20: 327 (319-328).  South Africa.
*
Kedestes macomo (Trimen, 1862)

Cyclopides macomo Trimen, 1862.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 1: 405 (398-406).
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Kedestes macomo male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
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Kedestes macomo female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
Type locality: South Africa: “King William’s Town”.

Diagnosis: Specimens from the Port Elizabeth area have reduced black spotting on the underside of the hindwings (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Mozambique (south), Zimbabwe (south-east), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Chikwarakwara (Pinhey).

Limpopo Province – Warmabths (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Chuniespoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Dendron (Swanepoel, 1953); Vivo (Swanepoel, 1953); Sibasa (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); Tzaneen (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Swanepoel, 1953); Mica (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Burgersfort (Swanepoel, 1953).

Gauteng – Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Isipingo (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Pinetown (Swanepoel, 1953); Verulam (Swanepoel, 1953); Tongaat (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – King William’s Town (TL); Port Elizabeth  (Swanepoel, 1953); Addo (Swanepoel, 1953); Coega (Swanepoel, 1953); Alicedale (Swanepoel, 1953); Port Alfred (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Tsomo River (Swanepoel, 1953); Barkly Brudge (Swanepoel, 1953); Kei River (Swanepoel, 1953); Bashee River (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Macomo ranger.

Habitat: Moist woodland (in grassy areas).

Habits: Flies with a fast, skipping  flight, usually in the shade of trees.  Specimens settle on the grass, low plants or on the ground.  Both flowers and muddy spots are visited.  Males establish territories in the shade of trees.

Flight period: October to May, with a peak in March and April.  In warmer areas there are records for all months of the year.

Early stages:

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 254; plate 25 [as Kedestes macomo; Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].

Larval food:

Imperata cylindrica (L.) Raeuschel (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 194; as Imperata arundinacea].
*
Kedestes malua Neave, 1910

Kedestes malua Neave, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 78 (2-86).
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Kedestes malua.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 21mm.  Kundalila F., Zambia.  28/XII/77.  A. Heath.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).
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Kedestes malua.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 23mm.  Changwena Falls, Mkushi, Zambia.  24/VIII/81.  (African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi).

Type locality: Zambia: “Chambezi Valley”.

Distribution: Zambia (north-east).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Kapiri Mposhi; Mkushi; Kanona; Kasama; Chambesi Valley (TL) (Heath, et al., 2002); Kundalila Falls (Heath).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Kedestes marshalli Aurivillius, 1925

Kedestes macomo f. marshalli Aurivillius, 1925 in Seitz, 1908-25.  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 542 (614 pp.).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Mashuna Land: Umtali”.

Diagnosis: Distinguished from other members of the K. lepenula group on the hindwing underside by the six relatively large black spots (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Zimbabwe.

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Mutare (TL).

Common name: Marshall’s ranger.

Habitat: 

Habits: Flies rapidly, within a restricted area, settling frequently, usually on the same grass blade (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year, except the winter months (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Kedestes michaeli Gardiner & Hancock, 1982

Kedestes michaeli Gardiner & Hancock, 1982 in Hancock & Gardiner, 1982.  Arnoldia. Zimbabwe 9: 111 (105-124).
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Kedestes michaeli.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  3 km from Mufulira on Ndola rd., Zambia.  6 January, 1982.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Kedestes michaeli.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Mufulira, Zambia.  6 January, 1982.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Chipinga, Eastern Border Rd”.

Diagnosis: Differs from K. nerva on the hindwing underside in that the black border is not continuous, being indistinct and interrupted by the veins (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Mundwiji Plain; Ikelenge; Kabompo; Mufulira; Ndola; Lusaka; Serenje; Mporokoso (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Chipinga (TL); Christon Bank; Melfort (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Michael’s ranger.

Habitat: Damp, grassy hollows in montane grassland (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Kedestes mohozutza (Wallengren, 1857)

Hesperia mohozutza Wallengren, 1857.  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens Förhandlingar. Stockholm annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 50 (55 pp.).
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Kedestes mohozutza.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Port St. Johns, Cape.  7.iv.1951.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2824).
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Kedestes mohozutza female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Images courtesy of Jeremy and Chris Dobson.
Type locality: South Africa: “Caffraria”.  The holotype (female) has apparently been lost.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia (north), Mozambique (west), Zimbabwe (east), South Africa (Mpumalanga, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke, et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – outskirts of Bisi Forest in Ufipa at 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990); Mufindi at 1 900 m (Kielland, 1990); Ngara District in n.w. Tanzania (Haldane teste Kielland, 1990).
Zambia: Ikelenge; Chitunta stream; Ndola; Shiwa Ngandu; Bwingi Mfumu; Isoka (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Graskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Johannesburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Pinetown (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Empangeni (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Elandskop (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Stutterheim (Swanepoel, 1953); Tsomo River (Swanepoel, 1953); Mount Fletcher (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Common name: Fulvous ranger; Harlequin skipper.

Habitat: Grassland.  Mainly in short grass, often near marshy areas and seeps, at relatively high altitudes.  In Tanzania in montane grassland and forest margins (Kielland, 1990).
Habits: Specimens are usually encountered singly over a wide area (Pringle, et al., 1994).  The flight is rapid but specimens often settle, usually on a blade of grass.  Males establish territories on the slopes, resting on the ground or using a grass blade as a perch.  Both sexes regularly feed from flowers, especially those of species of Scabiosa (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: November to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Kedestes monostichus Hancock & Gardiner, 1982

Kedestes monostichus Hancock & Gardiner, 1982.  Arnoldia. Zimbabwe 9: 118 (105-124).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Mtoko”.

Diagnosis: Differs from all the other members of the K. nerva group on the hindwing underside in that there is only one series of submarginal spots (Pringle, et al., 1994).
Distribution: Zimbabwe (north-east), Namibia.

Specific localities:

Zimbabwe – Mutoko (TL); Inyati Mine; Umvukwes; Hwedza (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Namibia – Rundu (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Single-stitch ranger; AWOL ranger.

Habitat: Grassy highveld (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Flight period: February to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Kedestes nancy Collins & Larsen, 1991

Kedestes nancy Collins & Larsen, 1991 in Larsen, 1991.  The butterflies of Kenya and their natural history: 413, 444 (490 pp.). Oxford.

Type locality: Kenya: “Machakos, Kenya Colony”.

Distribution: Kenya (Ukambani country and Chyulu Hills).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Kedestes nerva (Fabricius, 1793)

Hesperia nerva Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 340 (488 pp.).
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Kedestes nerva nerva.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Mielietuin, Natal.  16.11.54.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2826).
Type locality: [Africa]: “In Indiis”. [False locality.].  The type was probably collected in KwaZulu-Natal (Henning, Henning, Joannou, & Woodhall, 1997: 145).

Distribution: Kenya (Kielland, 1990), Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe (Kielland, 1990), Angola, South Africa.

Common name: Scarce ranger; scarce skipper.

Habitat: Grassland, and both dry and moist savanna.

Habits: Flies quite rapidly, low down among grass.  Settles frequently, on the ground or on grass blades and stalks.  Often seen feeding on flowers such as those of Scabiosa columbana (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Males hilltop but also establish territories on the slopes and flats, perching on the ground or on grass.

Flight period: Appears to be double-brooded, being on the wing in October-November and again from February to April (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Kedestes nerva nerva (Fabricius, 1793)

Hesperia nerva Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 340 (488 pp.).
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Kedestes nerva nerva.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Mielietuin, Natal.  16.11.54.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2826).
Type locality: [Africa]: “In Indiis”. [False locality.]

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal).

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province – Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterval Onder (Swanepoel, 1953).

North-West Province – Rustenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Mountain Sanctuary N.R. (Williams).

Gauteng – Johannesburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Pretoria (Swanepoel, 1953); Ruimsig Entomological Reserve (the Hennings).

Free State Province – 

KwaZulu-Natal – Estcourt – Mielietuin (Swanepoel, 1953); Colenso (Swanepoel, 1953); Ladysmith (Swanepoel, 1953).
tucusa Trimen, 1883 (as sp. of Pyrgus).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1883: 359 (347-363).  South Africa: “Natal (Upper Districts) and Transvaal”.
Kedestes nerva paola Plötz, 1884

Kedestes nerva paola Plötz, 1884.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 45: 392 (389-397).

Type locality: Angola.

Distribution: Kenya (Kielland, 1990), Tanzania, Zambia (north-west), Zimbabwe(Kielland, 1990), Angola.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – A hill in Mikumi National Park, at 500 m (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga (Heath, et al., 2002).
*
Kedestes niveostriga (Trimen, 1864)

Pamphila? niveostriga Trimen, 1864.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 2: 179 (175-180).

Type locality: South Africa: “Bashee River, Kaffraria”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Diangnosis: See K. lenis to differentiate the two species.

Distribution: South Africa, Lesotho.

Common name: Dark ranger; dark skipper.

Habitat: The nominate subspecies is found in grassland in the vicinity of stands of tall cottonwool grass, often on the banks of streams or on the fringes of montane forest (Pringle, et al., 1994).  Subspecies schloszi inhabits fynbos and occurs in damp areas in the vicinity of its larval host-plant (Pringle and Schlosz, 1997).

Habits: Specimens occur singly and have a rapid flight, frequently settling on grass stems or flowers.  Males do not hilltop, establishing their territories near the larval host plants, and perching on blades of grass.

Flight period: Double-brooded, flying from early November to the end of December and again from late February to early May (Henning, et al., 1997).

Early stages:

Clark, in Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 252; plate 24 [nominate subspecies; as Kedestes niveostriga; Eastern Cape].

Pringle and Schlosz, 1997: 166  [subspecies schloszi].

Larval food:

Imperata cylindrica (L.) Raeuschel (Poaceae) [Dickson and Kroon, 1978: 193; as Imperata arundinacea].

Pennisetum macrourum Trin. (Poaceae) [Pringle and Schlosz, 1997: 166; (ssp. schloszi)].

Pennisetum clandestinum Chiov. (Poaceae) (exotic) [Pringle and Schlosz, 1997: 166; (ssp. schloszi)].
Kedestes niveostriga niveostriga (Trimen, 1864)

Pamphila? niveostriga Trimen, 1864.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London (3) 2: 179 (175-180).

Type locality: South Africa: “Bashee River, Kaffraria”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal – south, Eastern Cape Province), Lesotho.

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal – Elandskop (Swanepoel, 1953); Balgowan (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Howick (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); Hermansburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

Eastern Cape Province – Bashee River (Bowker; TL); Tsomo River (Bowker); Amabele (Swanepoel, 1953); Ngqeleni (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953).

Lesotho – Maluti Mountains – Makaleng (Swanepoel, 1953).

Kedestes niveostriga schloszi Pringle & Schlosz, 1997

Kedestes niveostriga schloszi Pringle & Schlosz, 1997.  Metamorphosis 8 (4): 167 (167-171).

Type locality:   South Africa: “24/3/96 Greyton M.J. Schlosz (Transvaal Museum).”  Described from five males and a single female.

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province - Greyton, 5km east of Greyton, Genadendal).
*
Kedestes protensa Butler, 1901

Kedestes protensa Butler, 1901.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 8: 60 (57-60).

Kedestes paola protensa Butler, 1901.  Evans, 1937.

Synonym of Kedestes paola Ploetz, 1884.  Hancock & Gardiner, 1982.

Kedestes protensa Butler, 1901.  Ackery et al., 1995.
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Kedestes protensa.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Hillwood, Zambesi Bridge, Ikelenge, Zambia.  27/viii/1971.  Fisher.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Kedestes protensa.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Source of Jimbe, Mwinilunga, Zambia.  28 March, 1981.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Yelva Lake, Borgu”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon (north), Democratic Republic of Congo (Kielland, 1990), Sudan (south), Uganda, Tanzania (west) (Kielland, 1990), Zambia (north-west to Copperbelt), Angola (Kielland, 1990).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Bumbuna (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Lamto (Larsen, 2005a); Tiassale (Larsen, 2005a); Mount Sangbe (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Mole N.P. (Kuehne teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Yelva Lake, Borgu (TL); Borgu (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Sitebi Mountain (Kielland, 1990); Kampisa in Mpanda (Kielland, 1990); Mufindi (Congdon teste Kielland, 1990).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Lunga River; Mufulira (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: West African ranger.

Habitat: Probably Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania in open montane habitats at 1 500 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: This is a rare butterfly in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  Kielland (1990) observed males settling on bare ground.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
chacoides Gaede, 1916 (as sp. of Kedestes).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift 9: 126 (105-106, 109-112, 125-126).  Cameroon: “Busamtere, Neu-Kamerun”; “West-Afrika”.
*
Kedestes pinheyi Hancock & Gardiner, 1982

Kedestes pinheyi Hancock & Gardiner, 1982.  Arnoldia. Zimbabwe 9: 121 (105-124).
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Kedestes pinheyi.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 24mm.  Mudwiji Plains, Zambia.  2 January, 1982.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Kedestes pinheyi.  Female (paratype).  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Hillwood Farm, Zambezi Bridge, Mwinilunga, Zambia.  25 March, 1981.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Zambia: “Ikelenge, Mwinilunga”.

Distribution: Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Ikelenge (TL); Hillwood Farm; Mundwiji Plain; Mwinilunga (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Kedestes rogersi Druce, 1907

Kedestes rogersi Druce, 1907.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1907: 81 (77-82).

Type locality: [Kenya]: “British East Africa, Taveta, about 2,500 ft”.

Distribution: Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania (north) (Kielland, 1990).

Specific localities:

Kenya – Taveta, 2,500 feet (TL).

Tanzania – Lower elevations of the Northern Highlands (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: In Tanzania it occurs in rather dry thornbush and Acacia country, from 1 200 to 1 700 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Flies low down, just above the ground (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Kedestes sarahae Henning & Henning, 1998

Kedestes sarahae Henning & Henning, 1998.  Metamorphosis 9 (3): 101 (100-104).

Type locality: South Africa: “South Africa: Cedarberg, 1530 m, Western Cape Province, 20.ix.1997, Dr J. Ball.”  Described from two males and six females, all from the type locality.  Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province).  Known only from the type locality.

Specific localities:

South Africa – Western Cape Province – Cedarberg Mountains.

Common name: Sarah’s ranger.

Habitat: Mountain fynbos.  Appears to be associated with a species of Merxmuellera (Poaceae), which is suspected to be the larval food-plant.  The flight is fast.  Recorded in September.

Habits: The flight is fast.  Females have been seen to alight of grass but oviposition was not observed. 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Merxmuellera sp. (Poaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].
*
Kedestes straeleni Evans, 1956

Kedestes straeleni Evans, 1956.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 8: 883 (881-885).
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Kedestes straeleni.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Luakela, Mwinilunga, Zambia.  5/III/77.  A. Heath.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Katentania, Belgian Congo”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (south-east), Zambia (north-west and north-east).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Mwinilunga district; Luwingu (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Kedestes sublineata Pennington, 1953

Kedestes lepenula sublineata Pennington, 1953.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 16: 110 (94-111).

Type locality: Namibia: “Okahandja, S.W.A.”.

Diagnosis: Distinguished from other members of the K. lepenula group on the underside of the wings by the black scaling of the veins and the absence of black spotting (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Distribution: Namibia.

Specific localities:

Namibia – Okahandja (Gaerdes; TL); Otjitambi (Pringle, et al., 1994); Windhoek district (Strydom and Jones); Karasberg; Tiras Mountains; Naukluftberge; Kombat; Tsumeb; Grootfontein (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Common name: Black-veined ranger.

Habitat: Dry savanna.

Flight period: All months of the year except the winter months (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Kedestes wallengrenii (Trimen, 1883)

Thymelicus wallengrenii Trimen, 1883.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1883: 361 (347-363).
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Kedestes wallengrenii wallengrenii.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Howick, Natal.  5.iv.1955.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2831).
Type locality: [South Africa]: “Natal (upper Districts) and Zulu-land”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999).

Common name: Wallengren’s ranger; Wallengren’s skipper.

Habitat: Grassland and woodland.  Colonies inhabit areas of short grass but it also occurs frequently on the edges of streams and in marshy habitats, where the grass may be much taller.  In Tanzania in woodland and highland open habitats, from 500 to 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: The flight is fast.  Both sexes are attracted to flowers (Pringle et al., 1994).  Specimens rest on grass blades and, often, on the ground.  Males establish territories within the colonial boundaries and do not hilltop.  This is a scarce species – seldom are more than a few encountered in their localized colonies.

Fight period: August to April.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Imperata cylindrica (L.) Raeuschel (Poaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a].
Kedestes wallengrenii wallengrenii (Trimen, 1883)

Thymelicus wallengrenii Trimen, 1883.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1883: 361 (347-363).
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Kedestes wallengrenii wallengrenii.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Howick, Natal.  5.iv.1955.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2831).
Type locality: [South Africa]: “Natal (upper Districts) and Zulu-land”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal), Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999).

Specific localities:

Zambia: Lusaka; Mbala; Mafinga Mountains; Nyika (Heath et al., 2002).
Mozambique – Amatonga forest (Pringle et al., 1994); Dondo forest (Pringle et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Mutare (Pringle et al., 1994); Odzi (Pringle et al., 1994); Harare (Pringle et al., 1994).

Limpopo Province – Haenerstsburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Duiwelskloof (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoutpansberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Barberton (Swanepoel, 1953); Waterval Onder (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng – Johannesburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Krugersdorp (Williams); near Rayton (Williams).

KwaZulu-Natal – Botha’s Hill (Swanepoel, 1953); Howick (Swanepoel, 1953); Greytown (Swanepoel, 1953); Balgowan (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Biggarseberg (Swanepoel, 1953); Zululand (Swanepoel, 1953).

Kedestes wallengrenii fenestratus (Butler, 1894)

Baracus fenestratus Butler, 1894.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 673 (643-684).

Type locality: [Malawi]: “Zomba”.

Diagnosis: Larger than the nominate subspecies, with the underside stripes fainter (Kielland, 1990).

Distribution: Tanzania, Malawi.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – throughout but commonest in the west (Kielland, 1990).
Malawi – Zomba (TL).
Genus Fulda Evans, 1937

A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 86 (212 pp.).
Type-species: Hesperia coroller Boisduval, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of eight species, confined to Madagascar.  The genus is close to Ampittia (Evans, 1937: 86).  Species of this genus inhabit grassy disturbed areas close to or within primary forest (Lees et al., 2003).  The F. bernieri complex (including bernieri, imorina, lucida, gatiana, and pauliana) is in need of careful revision (Lees et al., 2003).
*
Fulda australis Viette, 1956

Fulda coroller australis Viette, 1956.  Faune de Madagascar (3): 35 (85 pp.).

Fulda australis Viette, 1956.  Lees et al., 2003 stat. nov.

Type locality: Madagascar: “Androy, Ifotaka”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Specific localities:
Madagascar – Androy, Ifotaka (TL); near Montagne des Francais (Lees et al., 2003); Analamerana (Lees et al., 2003); Bemaraha (Lees et al., 2003); Kirindy (Lees et al., 2003).

Habitat: Unnatural grasslands (pastures) (Lees et al., 2003).  Occurs in subarid habitats, in contrast to its sister species F. coroller, which is adapted to the rainforest biome (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Fulda bernieri (Boisduval, 1833)

Steropes bernieri Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 216 (149-270).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar (east and Ile Sainte Marie).

Habitat: Forest margins and cleared forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
cariate Hewitson, 1868 in Hewitson, 1867-8 (as sp. of Cyclopides).  Descriptions of one hundred new species of Hesperidae [sic]: 44 (56 pp.). London.  Madagascar.
ypsilon Saalmüller, 1884 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Abhandungen hrsg. Von der Senskenbergischen Naturforschenden Gesellschaft 17: 110 (1-246).  Madagascar: “Mad. (Tamt.)”.
*
Fulda coroller (Boisduval, 1833)

Hesperia coroller Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 214 (149-270).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Sainte-Marie et à la Grande-Terre”.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Habitat: Forest, forest margins and cleared forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
antalcidas Felder and Felder, 1867 in Felder and Felder, [1865-7] (as sp. of Hesperia).  Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara: 515 (549 pp.). Wien. [Madagascar]: “Celebes”. [False locality.]
*
Fulda gatiana (Oberthür, 1923)

Cyclopides gatiana Oberthür, 1923.  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 21: 133 (119-155).

Fulda gatiana (Oberthür, 1923).  Lees et al., 2003 stat. rev.

Type locality: Madagascar: “Nord-Madagascar, Antakares, Isokitra à Diego-Suarez” [Antsiranana].  Holotype (female) in the Natural History Museum, London (BMNH 526371).

Distribution: Madagascar (north).

Specific localities:

Madagascar – Antakares (TL); Diego-Suarez [Antsiranana] (Lees et al., 2003); Cap Est (Lees et al., 2003); Sahamalaza (Lees et al., 2003); Fenerive-Est (Lees et al., 2003).

Habitat: Unknown (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Fulda imorina Evans, 1937

Fulda imorina Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 87 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar (Imorina)”.  S.W. Ambositra, Soavina (Lees et al., 2003).

Distribution: Madagascar (central and east).

Habitat: Marshy ground, forest margins and cleared forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Fulda lucida Evans, 1937

Fulda bernieri lucida Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 88 (212 pp.).

Fulda lucida Evans, 1937.  Lees et al., 2003 stat nov.

Type locality: Madagascar: “N.W. Madagascar”.

Distribution: Madagascar (north-west coast).
Habitat: Unnatural grasslands (pastures), forest margins and cleared forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Fulda pauliani Evans, 1952

Fulda bernieri pauliani Evans, 1952.  Naturaliste Malgache 4: 88 (87-88).

Fulda pauliani Evans, 1952.  Lees et al., 2003 stat nov.

Type locality: Madagascar: “Mt Tsaratanana, Andampy”.

Distribution: Madagascar (Sambirano district).

Specific localities:
Madagascar – Mt Tsaratanana, Andampy (TL); Manongarivo (Lees et al., 2003); near Montagne d’Ambre (J. Minet teste Lees et al., 2003).

Habitat: Forest margins and cleared forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Fulda rhadama (Boisduval, 1833)

Steropes rhadama Boisduval, 1833.  Nouvelles Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris 2: 217 (149-270).

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar (north, central, east).

Habitat: Forest margins and cleared forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Arnetta Watson, 1893
Ref.?
Type-species: Isoteinon atkinsoni Moore, 1878, by original designation.

An Old World genus with three Oriental and three Madagascan species.  Lees et al. (2003) treat the genus Galerga as internal to Arnetta.

Subgenus Galerga Mabille, 1898
Annales de la Société Entomologique de France 66: 210 (182-231).  [3:-:3]

Type-species: Galerga hyposticta Mabille, by monotypy.

An Afrotropical subgenus of three species, confined to Madagascar.  The relationship with taxa from southern India is noted by both Evans (1937) and Corbet (1948) and briefly discussed by Lees et al. (2003).

*
Arnetta (Galerga) ellipsis (Saalmüller, 1884)

Hesperia ellipsis Saalmüller, 1884.  Abhandungen hrsg. Von der Senskenbergischen Naturforschenden Gesellschaft 17: 109 (1-246).

Arnetta (Galerga) ellipsis (Saalmüller, 1884).  Lees et al., 2003 comb. nov.

Type locality: Madagascar: “Nossi-Bé”.  [Nosy Be (Lees et al., 2003)].

Distribution: Madagascar (north, central, east).

Habitat: Forest margins, cleared forest and anthropogenic environments (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
mirza Mabille, 1887 in Grandidier, [1885-7] (as sp. of Cyclopides).  Histoire, Physique, Naturelle et Politique de Madagascar: 18: 342 and 19: pl. 52 (18 [1887]: 364 pp.; 19 [1885]: 55pls).  Madagascar.
idis Oberthür, 1916 (as sp. of Cyclopides).  Études de Lépidoptérologie Comparée 11: 234 (177-244).  Madagascar: “Fito, Sandrangate et Imerina”.
*
Arnetta (Galerga) fito Evans, 1937

Arnetta fito Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 89 (212 pp.).

Arnetta (Galerga) fito Evans, 1937.  Lees et al., 2003.

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagascar (Fito)”.  Described from a single specimen.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Specific localities:

Madagascar – Fito (TL); Montagne d’Ambre (single specimen in 1990) (S. Collins teste Lees et al., 2003).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Arnetta (Galerga) hyposticta (Mabille, 1898)

Galerga hyposticta Mabille, 1898.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France 66: 210 (182-231).

Arnetta (Galerga) hyposticta (Mabille, 1898).  Lees et al., 2003 comb. nov.

Type locality: Madagascar.

Distribution: Madagascar (east).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Gorgyra Holland, 1896
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 31 (2-107).
Type-species: Apaustus aburae Plötz, by original designation.

= Oedaloneura Mabille, 1904 in Mabille, 1903-4.  In: Wytsman, P.A.G. Genera Insectorum 17: 101 (210 pp.).  Type-species: Pamphila heterochrus Mabille, by monotypy.

An Afrotropical genus of 19 species.

*
Gorgyra aburae (Plötz, 1879)

Apaustus aburae Plötz, 1879.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 359 (353-364).

Type locality: Ghana: “Aburae”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Tiwai Island (Larsen, 2005a); Moyamba (Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Harbel (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Tai (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Aburi (TL); Takoradi (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Likpe (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Aba (Larsen, 2005a);  Ikom (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Swollen leaf sitter.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This is a very rare skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Gorgyra afikpo Druce, 1909

Gorgyra afikpo Druce, 1909.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1909: 411 (406-413).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Afikpo, N. Nigeria”.

Diagnosis: The only species of Gorgyra with a hyaline spot in space 4; forewing very rounded (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Senegal, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Bumbuna (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Lamto (Vuattoux, 1999); Banco (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Afikpo (TL).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Munene Forest (uncommon in both) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Common name: Large leaf sitter.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Rare west of the Dahomey Gap but may be common in Cameroon and Central African Republic (Larsen, 2005a).  Usually found flying along forest paths, settling on low vegetation (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Connarus thoningi (Connaraceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].

Dichapetalum guineense (Dichapetalaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].
*
Gorgyra aretina (Hewitson, 1878)

Ceratrichia aretina Hewitson, 1878.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 1: 343 (340-348).
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Gorgyra aretina. Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Lisombo, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  7/X/2000.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Calabar”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west), Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Calabar (TL); Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Aboe (Ploetz, 1879); Mokundange (Strand, 1913); Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kafakumba (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Lubalizi River (Kielland, 1990); Gombe Stream (Kielland, 1990); Ntondo in the foorhills of Mount Mahale (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002); Lisombo (Gardiner).

Common name: Blotched leaf sitter.

Habitat: Forest, including somewhat degraded habitat (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania in forests from 800 to 1 300 m, occasionally to 1 700 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A not uncommon butterfly, that is usually met with in ones and twos (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes come to flowers and males mud-puddle (Larsen, 2005a).  Flies along forest paths and in forest clearings, often settling on low vegetation and flowers (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a) discusses, at length, the male genitalia of the ‘western’ and ‘eastern’ populations of this skipper and concludes that two species are involved, with the western populations in need of a new name; further study is required before the matter can be fully resolved.

dolus Plötz, 1879 (as sp. of Apaustus).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 358 (353-364).  [Cameroon]: “Aboe”.
albiventris Mabille; Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Gastrochaeta).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 35 (2-107). [Invalid; manuscript name introduced in synonymy.]
aretinodes Strand, 1913 (as var. of Gorgyra aretina).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.12.): 48 (30-84).  Cameroon: “Mokundange”.
*
Gorgyra bibulus Riley, 1929

Gorgyra bibulus Riley, 1929 in Eltringham, et al., 1929.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 77: 504 (475-504).
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Gorgyra bibulus.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Nr. Livingstonia, Malawi.  08/iv/1995.  AJ & MW Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Kenya: “S.E. slopes of Mt Kenya, 6000 ft”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (Kivu, Shaba), Uganda (west), Kenya (central), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia.


Recorded, in error, from Nigeria by Evans,1937 (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mpanda (Kielland, 1990); Kigoma (Kielland, 1990); Kitesa Forest (Kielland, 1990); Mufindi (Kielland, 1990); Usambaras (Kielland, 1990); Kilimanjaro (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia: Nyika (Heath et al., 2002).

Habitat: Montane forest.  In Tanzania it is found in forests from 300 to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Settles on low vegetation and flowers (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Drypetes gerrardii Hutch. (Euphorbiaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 325].

Rourea thomsonii (Connaraceae) [Heath et al., 2002: 12].

*
Gorgyra bina Evans, 1937

Gorgyra bina Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 93 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Liberia – Zorzor (Larsen, 2005a); Ganta (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Aburi (Larsen, 2005a); Boabeng-Fiema (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Ikeja (Larsen, 2005a); Gambari (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bitje (TL); Korup (Larsen, 2005a)..

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Munene Forest (not uncommon) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Bina leaf sitter.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A scarce skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  Mostly encountered flying along forest paths, settling on low vegetation (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Gorgyra bule Miller, 1964

Gorgyra bule Miller, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 643 (640-647).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bule Country”.

Distribution: Ghana, Nigeria (west), Cameroon, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Aburi (Larsen, 2005a); Amedzofe (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Lagos (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bule (TL).

Common name: Miller’s leaf sitter.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Much scarcer than the closely-related, and sometimes sympatric, G. diversata (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Gorgyra diva Evans, 1937

Gorgyra diva Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 94 (212 pp.).

[image: image84.jpg]


[image: image85.jpg]



Gorgyra diva.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 21mm.  Iliguru Mts nr Morogoro, Tanzania.  31/iii/1995.  AJ & MW Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).

Type locality: Kenya: “Rabai to Mombasa”.

Distribution: Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia.

Specific localities:

Kenya – Rabai to Mombasa (TL); Kakamega Forest.

Tanzania – Sibweza in Mpanda (Kielland, 1990); Gombe Stream (Kielland, 1990); Pugu Hills (Kielland, 1990); Kimboza Forest (Kielland, 1990); Uluguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990); Nguu Mountains (Kielland, 1990); Mikumi National Park (Kielland, 1990); Usambara Mountains; Nguru Mountains.

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002).

Habitat: In Tanzania forest, forest margins and heavy woodlands, from near sea-level to 1 500 m (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Rourea orientalis (Connaraceae) [Kielland, 1990: 241; as Byrsocarpus orientalis].
*
Gorgyra diversata Evans, 1937

Gorgyra diversata Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 94 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Guinea: “French Guinea”; Ghana: “Gold Coast”; Cameroon: “Cameroons”; Angola.  Larsen (2005a) designated a specimen from Angola, that was dissected by Evans, as lectotype.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west - Bwamba). Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Mamou (Larsen, 2005a); Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Dark leaf sitter.

Habitat: Forest, including secondary growth (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A reasonably common leaf sitter, at least in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: There is one, or more, undescribed species within the distribution range of diversata, as given above (Larsen, 2005a).

diversata Holland, 1896 (as var. of Gorgyra aburae).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 32 (2-107).  Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.  Larsen (2005a) believes that Holland was actually dealing with what is now G. sara Evans, 1937, rather than G. aburae Ploetz, 1879.
*
Gorgyra heterochrus (Mabille, 1890)

Pamphila heterochrus Mabille, 1890.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 31 (17-51).

Type locality: Ivory Coast: “Assinie”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Seredou (Larsen, 2005a); Macenta (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Assinie, Abidjan (TL).

Ghana – Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a); Likpe area (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen, 2005a); Omo (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: White-tufted leaf sitter.

Habitat: Forest, including secondary growth (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A not uncommon member of the genus, which is usually met with singly (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Gorgyra johnstoni (Butler, 1894)

Aeromachus ? johnstoni Butler, 1894.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 673 (643-684).
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Gorgyra johnstoni.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Dondo, P. E. A.  4.8.57.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2836).

Type locality: [Zambia]: “Mipa stream, Mofwi”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe (east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Mpanda (Kielland, 1990); Kigoma (Kielland, 1990); Uzungwa Range (Kielland, 1990); Masagati Forest (Kielland, 1990); Nguu Mountains (Kielland, 1990); Morogoro (Kielland, 1990); Kimboza Forest (Kielland, 1990); Kitesa Forest (Kielland, 1990); Njombe (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia: Mipa stream, Mofwi (TL); Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002); mid-Lunga River (Heath et al., 2002); Mufulira (Heath et al., 2002); Ndola (Heath et al., 2002); Luanshya (Heath et al., 2002); Miengwe (Heath et al., 2002); Kafue Township (Heath et al., 2002); Mkushi (Heath et al., 2002); Kanona (Heath et al., 2002); Lake Mweru (Heath et al., 2002); Mbala (Heath et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Dondo; Amatongas (Pennington); Inhaminga (Pinhey); Xiluvo (Pringle et al., 1994).

Zimbabwe – Vumba (Barnes); Butler North, 60 km south of Mutare (Pennington); Mutare (Pinhey); Kadoma (Cottrell); Pungwe (Pringle et al., 1994).

Common name: Johnston’s ranger; Johnston’s skipper.

Habitat: Forest (Pringle et al., 1994).  Brachystegia woodland.  In Tanzania in woodland, riverine forest and forest margins, from 400 to 1 800 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Specimens are usually found on the fringes of thick forest in the morning, settling low down in sunny spots.  By 11:00 they disappear into the forest (Pringle et al., 1994).  Specimens visit flowers and settle on low vegetation (Kielland, 1990).

Flight period: All year (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Gorgyra kalinzu Evans, 1949

Gorgyra kalinzu Evans, 1949.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 2: 55 (54-56).

Type locality: [Uganda]: “Kalinzu, W. Ankole”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (central and east), Uganda (west), Kenya (west), Tanzania (west), Zambia.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Buabre in Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a; single male).

Cameroon – Rumpi Hills (T. Helps tetse Larsen, 2005a).

Uganda – Kalinzu (TL).

Kenya – Kakamega (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kigoma forests (Kielland, 1990); Sandstone Range forests in Mpanda (Kielland, 1990).

Common name: Kalinzu leaf sitter.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This is a scarce skipper (Larsen, 2005a; Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Gorgyra minima Holland, 1896

Gorgyra minima Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 33 (2-107).

Type locality: Congo: “French Congo”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (west), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west - West Nile Province), Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a); Macenta (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kogyae (Larsen, 2005a); Nakpanduri (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Shaki (Larsen, 2005a); Iseyin (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Minimal leaf sitter.

Habitat: Forest, including well-developed secondary growth, and in Guinea savanna (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: An uncommon skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Gorgyra mocquerysii Holland, 1896

Gorgyra mocquerysii Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 33 (2-107).
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Gorgyra mocquerysii.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 26mm.  Nr San Pedro, Monogaga, Cote d’Ivoire.  23/vii/1996.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Congo: “French Congo”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west), Zambia (north).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Labe (Larsen, 2005a); Dubreka (Larsen, 2005a); Seredou (Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Harbel (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Adiopodoume (Larsen, 2005a); Banco (Larsen, 2005a); near San Pedro, Monogaga (A. Gardiner).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Aburi (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Ikeja (Larsen, 2005a); Gambari (Larsen, 2005a); Eket (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kigoma and bordering areas of Mpanda (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mbala (Heath et al., 2002).

Common name: Mocquery’s leaf sitter.

Habitat: Forest and riparian vegetation, from 800 to 1 500 m in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A fairly rare species in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Gorgyra pali Evans, 1937

Gorgyra pali Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 95 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast Man (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a); Tai (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Bitje (TL).

Common name: Pale leaf sitter.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An uncommon and easily ovelooked leaf sitter (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight seems to be weaker than in other members of the genus (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Gorgyra rubescens Holland, 1896

Gorgyra rubescens Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 35 (2-107).

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Mkpot 1 (Larsen, 2005a); Old Ekuri (Larsen, 2005a); Uwet (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Alen (Holland, 1896).

Gabon – Ogove Valley (TL).

Common name: Rufous leaf sitter.

Habitat: Primary forest.

Habits: A scarce skipper of deep forest (Larsen, 2005a).  Males perch in sunny spots on leaves, about two metres above the ground, occasionally makin fast flights around their territory (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
tessmanni Strand, 1913 (as sp. of Gorgyra).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.12.): 48 (30-84).  Cameroon: “Alen”.
*
Gorgyra sara Evans, 1937

Gorgyra sara Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 95 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Mbini), Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Common name: Common leaf sitter.

Habitat: Forest, especially in secondary growth (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Probably the commonest leaf sitter in West Africa, but still usually only found in ones and twos (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Cnestis ferruginea (Connaraceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].
*
Gorgyra sola Evans, 1937

Gorgyra sola Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 92 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo (west).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Bumbuna (Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Harbel (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Alepe (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oshodi (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Rare leaf sitter.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A very rare skipper (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Gorgyra subfacatus (Mabille, 1890)

Cobalus subfacatus Mabille, 1890.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 9: 168 (149-150, 155-156, 167-169, 183-184).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra-Leone”.

Distribution: Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea-Bissau – Buba (Larsen, 2005a).

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Freetown (Larsen, 2005a); Loma Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Bigtown (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Abengourou (Larsen, 2005a); Man (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Kumasi (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Aburi (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Olokemeji (Larsen, 2005a); Gambari (Larsen, 2005a); Ikeja (Larsen, 2005a); Warri (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Ochreous leaf sitter.

Habitat: Forest, especially secondary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Individuals come to flowers, such as those of lantana (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Gorgyra vosseleri Grünberg, 1907

Gorgyra vosseleri Grünberg, 1907.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift 1907: 577 (577-578).

Gorgyra subfacatus vosseleri Grünberg, 1907.  Ackery et al., 1995.

Gorgyra vosseleri Grünberg, 1907.  Larsen, 2005a., stat. rev.

Type locality: Tanzania: “Deutsch-Ostafrika, Amani”.

Distribution: Tanzania (north-east - Usambara Mountains).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Amani (TL); West and East Usambara Mountains (Kielland, 1990); Nguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990); Mwanihana Forest in the Uzungwa Range (Kielland, 1990); Rondo Plateau (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Submontane forest, from 900 to 1 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Males are attracted to wet sand (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Gorgyra subflavidus Holland, 1896

Gorgyra subflavidus Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 34 (2-107).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Usagara, East Africa”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania (coast), Mozambique (coast - north).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – East Usambara Mountains (Kielland, 1990); Nguu Mountains (Kielland, 1990); Kimboza Forest (Kielland, 1990); Mwanihana Forest (Kielland, 1990); Masagati Forest (Kielland, 1990); Pugu Hills (Kielland, 1990); Mikumi National Park (Kielland, 1990); Rondo Plateau (Kielland, 1990); Pemba Island (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Forest, from near sea-level to 1 200 m in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
pan Evans, 1947 (as sp. of Gorgyra).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (11) 13: 645 (641-648).  Tanzania: “Amani. Usambara”.
Genus Gyrogra Lindsey & Miller, 1965
In Fox et al., 1965.  Memoirs of the American Entomological Society No. 19: 84 (438 pp.).
Type-species: Parnara (?) subnotata Holland, by original designation.

A monobasic Afrotropical genus.

*
Gyrogra subnotata (Holland, 1894)

Parnara ? subnotata Holland, 1894.  Entomological News 5: 94 (89-95).

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Guma (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Odd leaf sitter.

Habitat: Forest, including secondary growth (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: An uncommon skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  An active insect that flies low down; the behaviour is similar to species of Pardaleodes and Xanthodisca (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
rufipuncta Mabille; Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 70 (2-107). [Invalid; manuscript name introduced in synonymy.]
Genus Erionota Mabille, 1878
Annales de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 21: 34 (12-44).
Type-species: Papilio thrax Linnaeus, by subsequent designation (Watson, 1893.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 72, 86 (3-132).).

An Oriental genus of eight species, one of which occurs on Mauritius.

*
Erionota thrax (Linnaeus, 1767)

Papilio thrax Linnaeus, 1767.  Systema Naturae 1 (2), 12th edition: 794 (533-1328 pp.). Holmiae.

Type locality: Indonesia: “Java”.

Distribution: South-east Asia, Mauritius.

Specific localities:

Mauritius – First noted in Mauritius in 1970 and by 1972 it was a common pest on bananas, so much so that the Mauritius Ministry of Agriculture imported three species of hymenopterous parasitoids from Sabah, Malaysia in order to control it (Davis & Barnes, 1991).  Today it appears to be decidedly uncommon (Davis & Barnes, 1991).

Common name: Banana skipper.

Habitat: 

Early stages: ?

Larval food: ?
Genus Teniorhinus Holland, 1892
Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 10: 292 (284-294).
Type-species: Teniorhinus watsoni Holland, by monotypy.

= Oxypalpus Holland, 1892.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 10: 293 (284-294).  Type-species: Pamphila ignita Mabille, by original designation.

= Teinorhinus Watson, 1893.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1893: 71, 78 (3-132).  Type-species: Teinorhinus watsoni Holland, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of five species.

*
Teniorhinus harona (Westwood, 1881)

Pamphila harona Westwood, 1881.  In: Oates, F., Matabeleland and the Victoria Falls, 1st edition: 353 (331-365). London.
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Teniorhinus harona.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Laurenceville, Vumba, S. R.  20:1:58.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2837).

Type locality: Zimbabwe: “Near the Victoria Falls”.

Diagnosis: This is a variable species, with three named forms (Pringle, et al., 1994). 

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Throughout but scarce in the Northern Highlands (Kielland, 1990); North Pare Mountains (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia – Mwinilunga; Mufulira; Kitwe; Ndola; Kapiri Mposhi; Mkushi River; Mazabuka; Victoria Falls; Kawambwa (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Haroni River (Pennington).

Common name: Arrowhead orange; arrowhead skipper.

Habitat: Deciduous woodland.  In Tanzania in Brachystegia woodland, from 300 to 2 200 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Very common in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).  The flight is relatively slow and specimens settle on grass blades in the shade of trees (Pringle et al., 1994), or on the ground (Kielland, 1990).  Both sexes are greatly attracted to flowers (Kielland, 1990) and males are known to mud-puddle (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: Double-brooded, flying from August to October and from December to May (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Brachystegia boehmii Taub. (Fabaceae) [Paré, in Pringle et al., 1994: 327].
ruso Mabille, 1891(as sp. of Pamphila).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 183 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).  Tanzania: “Zanguebar, montagnes près de Bagamoyo”.
merops Weymer, 1901 (as var. of Oxypalpus [Pamphila] ruso).  Entomologische Zeitschrift.  Frankfurt a.M 15: 66 (61-64, 65-67, 69-70).  Angola: “Onschingue unweit des Kuito”.
*
Teniorhinus herilus (Hopffer, 1855)

Pamphila herilus Hopffer, 1855.  Berichte über die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der Königl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin 1855: 643 (639-643).
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Teniorhinus herilus.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 25mm.  Xiluvo, Vila Machado Distr., Moc.  14.iii.1964.  D.M. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2838).

Type locality: Mozambique: “Mossambique”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania (south and east), Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe.

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Lugala Hills near Sibweza (Kielland, 1990); Kipenzi in the Rukwa Valley (Kielland, 1990); Kasoge (Kielland, 1990); Kimboza Forest (Kielland, 1990); Uluguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990); Nguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990); Mwanihana Forest (Kielland, 1990); Pugu Hills (Kielland, 1990); Songea (Kielland, 1990); Rondo Plateau (Kielland, 1990); Gonja in the South Pare Mountains (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia: Luangwa Valley (Heath et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Amatongas Forest; Xiluvo (Pringle, et al., 1994); Inhaminga; Salone Forest (Pinhey).

Zimbabwe – Vumba Mountains (Barnes); Chinhoyi (Cottrell).

Common name: Herilus orange; herilus skipper.

Habitat: Lowland forest.  Forest and heavy woodland, from near sea-level to 1 250 m in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Prefers to stay in the shade, emerging to feed from flowers low down in sunlit clearings (Pringle et al., 1994).  The flight is relatively slow, specimens often settling on low vegetation (Kielland, 1990).

Flight period: March and April are the recorded months (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Specimens from western Tanzania differ considerably on the underside from the eastern populations, and are a little larger (Kielland, 1990: 242).
numa Druce, 1901 (as sp. of Parosmodes).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 7: 432 (432-444).  Tanzania: “East Africa, Dar-es-Salaam”.
*
Teniorhinus ignita (Mabille, 1877)

Pamphila ignita Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (5) 7: 40 (39-40).
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Teniorhinus ignita.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Abercorn, N Rhod.  Feb 1961.  R. Badham.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2838).

Type locality: “Congo”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west), Tanzania (west), Zambia (mainly north).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Tai (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Anambara Creek (Lathy, 1903).

Cameroon – Alen (Strand, 1912).

Gabon – Ogove (Mabille, 1891).

Uganda – Mokia (Heron, 1909).

Zambia: 50 km east of Mwinilunga; Mufulira; Kitwe; Ndola; Kapiri Mposhi; Mkushi River; Mazabuka; Kawambwa; Kalungwishi River (Heath et al., 2002); Abercorn (Badham).

Common name: Fiery small fox.

Habitat: Forest and woodland at 800 to 1 100 m in Tanzania (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A scarce species in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania it occurs in very localised colonies and flies quite slowly, settling on flowers and low vegetation (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
pyrosa Plötz, 1879 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 356 (353-364).  “Eningo”.
gisgon Mabille, 1891 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 172 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).  Gabon: “Ogowé”.
fulvus Lathy, 1903 (as sp. of Oxypalpus).  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1903: 203 (183-206).  Nigeria: “Anambara Creek”.
wollastoni Heron, 1909 (as sp. of Oxypalpus).  Transactions of the Zoological Society of London 19: 171 (141-178).  Uganda: “Mokia, S.E. Ruwenzori, 3500 ft”.
alenica Strand, 1912 (as sp. of Pardaleodes).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.9.): 108 (92-111).  Cameroon: “Alen”. [Male only.]
*
Teniorhinus watsoni Holland, 1892

Teniorhinus watsoni Holland, 1892.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 10: 292 (284-294).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Dubreka (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Lamto (Vuattoux, 1999).

Ghana – Takoradi (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Boti Falls (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Watson’s small fox.

Habitat: Forest.  Associated with rivers and swamps (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Generally uncommon but in some localities it may be numerous (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Cynometra megalophylla (Fabaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast].
*
Teniorhinus niger (Druce, 1910)

Oxypalpus niger Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 376 (356-378).

Teniorhinus watsoni niger (Druce, 1910).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Teniorhinus niger (Druce, 1910).  Larsen, 2005a: 501.

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Upper Kasai district, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west).

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Ceratrichia Butler, 1870
Catalogue of diurnal lepidoptera described by Fabricius in the collection of the British Museum: 274 ( 303 pp.). London.
Type-species: Papilio nothus Fabricius, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of 19 species.

*
Ceratrichia argyrosticta (Plötz, 1879)

Apaustus argyrosticta Plötz, 1879.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 358 (353-364).
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Ceratrichia argyrosticta argyrosticta.  Left – male upperside, Ghana.  Right – male underside, Ghana.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
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Ceratrichia argyrosticta argyrosticta.  Female upperside, Nigeria.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.

Type locality: Ghana: “Bei Aburi”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Common name: Pearl-spotted forest sylph.

Habitat: Forest of good quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce skipper, which is usually found unexpectedly as single specimens.  It flies higher up than the yellow-winged species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ceratrichia argyrosticta argyrosticta (Plötz, 1879)

Apaustus argyrosticta Plötz, 1879.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 358 (353-364).
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Ceratrichia argyrosticta argyrosticta.  Left – male upperside, Ghana.  Right – male underside, Ghana.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
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Ceratrichia argyrosticta argyrosticta.  Female upperside, Nigeria.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.

Type locality: Ghana: “Bei Aburi”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Tai N.P. (Plowes family and H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Aburi (TL); Bia (Larsen, 2005a); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a); Owabi (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Prah-Suhien (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Alen (Strand, 1913).
argyrospila Plötz, 1884 (as sp. of Apaustus).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 45: 156 (151-166).  Ghana: “Aburi”.

limbana Strand, 1913 (as ab. of Ceratrichia guineensis).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.12.): 54 (30-84).  Cameroon: “Alen”.
Ceratrichia argyrosticta enta Evans, 1947

Ceratrichia argyrosticta enta Evans, 1947.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (11) 13:645 (641-648).

Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east), Uganda.

Note:  This subspecies may not be conspecific with argyrosticta and its status needs to be re-assessed (Larsen, 2005a).
*
Ceratrichia aurea Druce, 1910

Ceratrichia aurea Druce, 1910.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1910: 377 (356-378).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Upper Kasai district, Congo Free State”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
guineensis Strand, 1913 (as sp. of Ceratrichia).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.12.): 54 (30-84).  Cameroon: “Alen”.
ugandae Riley, 1925 (ssp. of Ceratrichia aurea).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 16: 414 (405-416).  Uganda: “Budongo Forest”.
*
Ceratrichia bonga Evans, 1947

Ceratrichia bonga Evans, 1947.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (11) 13: 645 (641-648).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Amani, Usambara”.

Distribution: Tanzania (Usambara and Uluguru Mountains).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Amani in the Usambara Mountains (Kielland, 1990); Kimboza Forest at the foot of the Uluguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990). 
Habitat: Forest.

Habits: The flight is weak and low down (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Ceratrichia brunnea Bethune-Baker, 1906

Ceratrichia brunnea Bethune-Baker, 1906.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 18: 343 (339-346).

Type locality: Kenya: “Nandi Country”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Tends to fly higher up than other members of the genus (Larsen, 1991).  When settled, with closed wings, it resembles a species of Andronymus (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Ceratrichia brunnea brunnea Bethune-Baker, 1906

Ceratrichia brunnea Bethune-Baker, 1906.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 18: 343 (339-346).

Type locality: Kenya: “Nandi Country”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kere Hill, in Minziro Forest (very common) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).
Ceratrichia brunnea ialemia Druce, 1909

Ceratrichia ialemia Druce, 1909.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1909: 413 (406-413).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitje, Ja River, Cameroons, 2000 feet”.

Distribution: Cameroon.
*
Ceratrichia clara Evans, 1937

Ceratrichia hollandi f. clara Riley, 1925.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 16: 410 (405-416).

Ceratrichia hollandi clara Evans, 1937.  Ackery et al., 1995: 98.

Ceratrichia clara Evans, 1937.  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 17.

Type locality: Ghana: “Gold Coast”.

Diagnosis: Similar to C. hollandi, from which it differs in the following respects: hindwing upperside costal area almost straight along its inner border (widened at apex in hollandi); hindwing underside without costal spot and apical spot reduced and not triangular as in hollandi (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania.

Common name: Clear forest sylph.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An uncommon forest sylph (Larsen, 2005a).  Most often seen on forest paths (Congdon & Collins, 1998).  Flies higher up than other members of the genus, often alighting about a metre above the ground (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ceratrichia clara clara Evans, 1937

Ceratrichia hollandi f. clara Riley, 1925.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 16: 410 (405-416).

Type locality: Ghana: “Gold Coast”.

Distribution: Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Tai (Larsen, 2005a); Yeale (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Subri (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Konongo (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Bia (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Okomu (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills.

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
Ceratrichia clara medea Evans, 1937

Ceratrichia hollandi medea Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 101 (212 pp.).

Ceratrichia clara medea Evans, 1937.  Congdon & Collins, 1998: 17.

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando Po”.

Distribution: Cameroon (except west), Equatorial Guinea (Island of Bioko), Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (common) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).
*
Ceratrichia crowleyi Riley, 1925

Ceratrichia crowleyi Riley, 1925.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 16: 410 (405-416).

Type locality: Sierra Leone.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana (extreme south-west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Yapo (Larsen, 2005a); Tai; (Larsen, 2005a); Yeale (Larsen, 2005a); Comoe (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Ankasa N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Crowley’s forest sylph.

Habitat: Wetter forest of good quality, especially near streams (Belcastro, 1986; Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rare and localized species that readily comes to flowers in sunny spots on stream banks or on the edges of forest paths (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Ceratrichia flandria Evans, 1956

Ceratrichia flandria Evans, 1956.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 8: 884 (881-885).

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: “Equateur, Flandria, Belgian Congo”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo.  Known only from the holotype.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Ceratrichia flava Hewitson, 1878

Ceratrichia flava Hewitson, 1878.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 1: 343 (340-348).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic (Collins et al., 2003).

Common name: Yellow forest sylph.

Habitat: Open areas in forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Found in localized populations; when encountered it may be numerous (Larsen, 2005a).  Flowers are avidly visited, including the large ones of Costus, into which they actually disappear (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ceratrichia flava flava Hewitson, 1878

Ceratrichia flava Hewitson, 1878.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 1: 343 (340-348).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo (Collins et al., 2003), Central African Republic (Collins et al., 2003).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup, at 1 100 m (Larsen, 2005a).
charita Plötz, 1879 (as sp. of Plastingia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 356 (353-364).  Cameroon: “Bonjongo (Cameroon-Gebirge)”.
fasciata Aurivillius, 1896 (as sp. of Ceratrichia).  Entomologisk Tidskrift 17: 286 (279-291).  Cameroon: “Kamerun”.

tessmanniana Strand, 1912 (as var. of Ceratrichia fasciata).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.9.): 109 (92-111).  Cameroon: “Alen”.

benitoensis Miller, 1964 (as ssp. of Ceratrichia flava).  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 645 (640-647).  Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Benito [Rio Muni]”.  Status downgraded from subspecies to form by Collins et al., 2003: 104.
Ceratrichia flava fernanda Evans, 1937

Ceratrichia flava fernanda Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 100 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando Po”.

Distribution: Equatorial Guinea (Island of Bioko).
*
Ceratrichia hollandi Bethune-Baker, 1908

Ceratrichia hollandi Bethune-Baker, 1908.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 2: 482 (469-482).

Type locality: Uganda: “Fort Portal”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).


Recorded, in error, from West Africa due to confusion with C. clara (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (common); Munene (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Usually encountered along forest paths (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Ceratrichia lewisi Collins & Larsen, 2000

Ceratrichia lewisi Collins & Larsen, 2000.  Metamorphosis 11 (2): 68 (57-75).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Nigeria, Obudu Plateau, 1965. (C.S. Lewis leg., in Natural History Museum, London).”  Described from two males and a female from the type locality.

Distribution: Nigeria.  Known only from the type locality near the Obudu Cattle Ranch, at 1 400 m.

Common name: Obudu forest sylph.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Nothing published.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Ceratrichia mabirensis Riley, 1925

Ceratrichia mabirensis Riley, 1925.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 16: 407 (405-416).

Type locality: Uganda: “Toro, Daro, or Durro Forest, 4000-4500 ft”.

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east - Ituri Forest), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (not uncommon) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Flies very low down, along forest paths and in open places in the forest, settling on low vegetation (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
toroensis Riley, 1925.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 16: 414 (405-416).  [lapsus: both C. mabirensis and C. toroensis were introduced by Riley (1925) for the same taxon; Evans (1937), as first reviser, selected mabirensis]
*
Ceratrichia maesseni Miller, 1971

Ceratrichia maesseni Miller, 1971.  Bulletin of the Allyn Museum (2): 5 (17 pp.).
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Ceratrichia maesseni.  Left – male upperside, Ivory Coast.  Right – male underside, Ivory Coast.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.
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Ceratrichia maesseni.  Female upperside, Ghana.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.

Type locality: Ghana: “Konongo (Ashanti Forest Reserve)”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana (Ashanti district).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Yeale (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Konongo (Larsen, 2005a); Bia N.P. (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum N.P (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Maessen’s forest sylph.

Habitat: Forest of good quality (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Even scarcer than the closely-related C. argyrosticta (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Ceratrichia nothus (Fabricius, 1787)

Papilio Plebeius Urbicola nothus Fabricius, 1787.  Mantissa Insectorum 2: 88 (382 pp.). Hafniae.

Type locality: [Sierra Leone] (Collins et al., 2003): “in America”. [False locality.]

Diagnosis: Both sexes black above with small white spots on forewing; two cell spots small and usually unfused; hindwing unmarked; hindwing underside white with well developed black margins (Collins et al., 2003).

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Central African Republic.

Common name: White-winged forest sylph.

Habitat: Wetter forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A localized and uncommon skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  Flies in the densest parts of the forest, where little light penetrates (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is higher above the ground than the yellow-winged species in the genus (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ceratrichia nothus nothus (Fabricius, 1787)

Papilio nothus Fabricius, 1787.  Mantissa Insectorum 2: 88 (382 pp.). Hafniae.

Type locality: [West Africa]: “in America”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Dubreka (Larsen, 2005a); Seredou (Larsen, 2005a).

Ceratrichia nothus enantia (Karsch, 1893)

Hypoleucis enantia Karsch, 1893.  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 38: 255 (1-266).

Synonym of Ceratrichia nothus nothus (Fabricius, 1787).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Ceratrichia nothus enantia (Karsch, 1893).  Collins et al., 2003.

Type locality: Togo: “Bismarckburg”.

General remarks: This subspecies could be considered as part of a cline between the nominate subspecies and subspecies makomensis, but Collins et al. (2003) prefer to treat it as a good subspecies.

Diagnosis: Male similar to nominate subspecies but hindwing paler and ocelli of hindwing underside spaces 2 and 3 tend to shine through; cell spots usually fused; female with variably cream hindwing (Collins et al., 2003).

Distribution: Ghana (central), Togo, Nigeria (Collins et al., 2003).

Specific localities:

Togo – Bismarckburg (TL).
Ceratrichia nothus makomensis Strand, 1913

Ceratrichia makomensis Strand, 1913.  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.12.): 53 (30-84).

Type locality: Equatorial Guinea: “Spanisch-Guinea, Makomo, Ntumgebiet”.

Diagnosis: Both sexes with hindwing broadly cream; hindwing underside with black markings much reduced; ocelli in spaces 2 and 3 usually without pupils and showing through on upperside as black dots (Collins et al., 2003).

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea.
Ceratrichia nothus yakoli Collins & Larsen, 2003

Ceratrichia nothus yakoli Collins & Larsen, 2003.  Metamorphosis 14 (3): 103 (63-110).

Type locality: Central African Republic: “near Bangui, Bimon, September 1995”.  Holotype (male) in African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi.

General remarks: Named after the village of Yakoli in the Central African Republic (Collins et al., 2003).

Distribution: Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Central African Republic – near Bangui (TL).
*
Ceratrichia phocion (Fabricius, 1781)

Papilio phocion Fabricius, 1781.  Species Insectorum 2: 138 (499 pp.). Hamburgi & Kilonii.

Type locality: “Africa aequinoctiali”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo.


Recorded, probably in error, from Senegal by Evans, 1937 (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Common forest sylph.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: This is a common skipper that flies especially along forest paths.  It rarely rises more than 25 cm above the ground and feeds readily at low flowers (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Ceratrichia phocion phocion (Fabricius, 1781)

Papilio phocion Fabricius, 1781.  Species Insectorum 2: 138 (499 pp.). Hamburgi & Kilonii.

Type locality: “Africa aequinoctiali”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).
phocaeus Westwood, 1852 in Doubleday and Westwood, [1846-52] (as [unjustified] replacement name for Papilio phocion Fabricius).  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: 521 (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.
Ceratrichia phocion camerona Miller, 1971

Ceratrichia phocion camerona Miller, 1971.  Bulletin of the Allyn Museum (2): 4 (17 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Lolodorf”.

Distribution: Cameroon (except west), Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Lolodorf (TL).
*
Ceratrichia punctata Holland, 1896

Ceratrichia punctata Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 79 (2-107).

Type locality: “Tropical West Africa”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Angola.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Ceratrichia semilutea Mabille, 1891

Ceratrichia semilutea Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 65 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).
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Ceratrichia semilutea.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Mwinilunga, Zambia.  29 March, 1981.  A.J. & M.W. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
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Ceratrichia semilutea.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Hillwood Farm, Mwinilunga dist., Zambia.  17/xii/1983.  A.J. Gardiner.  (Gardiner Collection).
Type locality: Nigeria: “Lagos en Afrique”.

Diagnosis: Upperside similar to that of C. hollandi but semilutea male hindwing with pronounced brown sex brand (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west), Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Guma (Belcastro, 1986); Loma Mountains (Belcastro, 1986).

Liberia – Harbel (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Assin Foso (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Lagos (TL); Ilaro (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Alen (Strand, 1912).

Tanzania – Munene Forest (common); Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998).  

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002); Mwinilunga (A. Gardiner).

Common name: Tufted forest sylph.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: In the field semilutea is difficult to distinguish from the much commoner C. phocion and is thus probably often overlooked (Larsen, 2005a).  Individuals have been noted feeding from low growing flowers (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: The population in Minziro Forest lacks white spots in the forewing and represents an undescribed subspecies (Congdon & Collins, 1998).  The populations in Central African Republic (ABRI) represent a further undescribed subspecies (Larsen, 2005a).
indeterminabilis Strand, 1912 (as sp. of Ceratrichia).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 78 (A.9.): 110 (92-111).  Cameroon: “Alen”.
*
Ceratrichia semlikensis Joicey & Talbot, 1921

Ceratrichia flava semlikensis Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Bulletin of the Hill Museum, Witley 1: 102 (40-166).

Ceratrichia semlikensis Joicey & Talbot, 1921.  Collins et al., 2003 (Metamorphosis 14 (3): 104).

[image: image109.jpg]


[image: image110.jpg]



Ceratrichia semlikensis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Mwinilunga, Zambia.  2.7.72.  M. Mitchell.  (Henning collection - H39).
Type locality: Uganda: “Lower Batahu River, Semliki Valley”.

Distribution: Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (central), Central African Republic (Collins et al., 2003), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania, Zambia (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziru Forest (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga (Heath et al., 2002).

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Isachne mauritiana (Poaceae) [M. Cock teste Larsen, 2005a: 498 (Kenya)].
rebeli Dufrane, 1945 (as female f. (?) of Ceratrichia flava).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 81: 125 (90-143).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Kamituga”.
*
Ceratrichia weberi Miller, 1964

Ceratrichia weberi Miller, 1964.  Bulletin de l’Institut Français d’Afrique Noire (A) 26: 646 (640-647).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Efulen”.

Distribution: Cameroon.

Habitat: Forest.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.

Note: Larsen (2005a) is certain that this species does not belong in the genus Ceratrichia.  It is closest to Pardaleodes kelembaensis Strand, 1918 and may even be a junior synonym of this taxon.
*
Ceratrichia wollastoni Heron, 1909

Ceratrichia wollastoni Heron, 1909.  Transactions of the Zoological Society of London 19: 174 (141-178).

Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe; Mubuku Valley, E. Ruwenzori”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Kikuru Forest (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Flies along paths and in clearings in forest. The flight is flitting and low down, among vegetation (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
extensa Aurivillius, 1925 in Seitz, 1908-25 (as male f. of Ceratrichia flava).  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 526 (614 pp.).  Cameroon.
extensa Evans, 1937 (as ssp. of Ceratrichia wollastoni) (Syn. n., Ackery, et al., 1995: 99). A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 101 (212 pp.).  Cameroon: “Cameroons”.
mariae Dufrane, 1945 (as female f. (?) of Ceratrichia flava).  Bulletin et Annales de la Société Royale Entomologique de Belgique 81: 125 (90-143).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “pris àKamituga”.
Genus Pardaleodes Butler, 1870
Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 7: 96 (55-58, 92-99).
Type-species: Papilio edipus Stoll, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of six species, occuring in forest.

*
Pardaleodes bule Holland, 1896

Pardaleodes bule Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 76 (2-107).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Bule country, Cameroons”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Island of Bioko), Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west), Macias Nguema Island (Kielland, 1990).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kasoge Forest (Kielland, 1990); Gombe Stream (Kielland, 1990).

Habitat: Open places in lowland evergreen forest at 800 to 1 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Occurs in very localized colonies, specimens settling on low vegetation (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
makala Bethune-Baker, 1908 (as sp. of Pandaleodes [sic]).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 2: 480 (469-482).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala”.
schultzei Aurivillius, 1925 (as ab. female of Pardaleodes reichenowi).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (18): 1247 (1243-1359).  Equatorial Guinea: “Fernando Poo; San Carlos”.
*
Pardaleodes edipus (Stoll, 1781)

Papilio edipus Stoll, 1781 in Stoll, [1780-2].  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waerrelddeelen Asia, Africa en America 4 [part]: 146 (29-252). Amsteldam & Utrecht.

Type locality: [West Africa]: “Kaap de Goede Hoop”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Island of Bioko), Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.


Probably recorded in error from Gambia by Evans, 1937 (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamnace (Larsen, 2005a; single record).

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Common pathfinder skipper.

Habitat: Mainly in disturbed areas in forest.

Habits: This is probably the most common skipper of the West African forest zone (Larsen, 2005a).  Mostly flies on forest edges, along forest paths and in forest clearings (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is quite weak and low down, individuals often visiting flowers near the ground (Larsen, 2005a).  Males come to bird-droppings (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Pardaleodes incerta (Snellen, 1872)

Pamphila incerta Snellen, 1872.  Tidschrift voor Entomologie 15: 29 (1-112).
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Pardaleodes incerta incerta.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Zambia, N.W. Province, Hillwood Farm, 11°15'S; 24°18'E.  1500 m.  6-V-1995.  E. Townsend.  (Newport Collection).
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Pardaleodes incerta incerta.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Eastern Tanzania.  1984-1989.  T.A. Grant.  (Newport Collection).

Type locality: “Neder-Guinea”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia.

Common name: Savanna pathfinder skipper.

Habitat: Transition zone between forest and savanna and riverine forest (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania, from sea-level to 2 000 m, but seldom above 1 700 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A common species.  Flies rather slowly for a skipper, except when males are disputing territories (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes are readily attracted to flowers (Larsen, 2005a).  Settles on low vegetation (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Imperata cylindrica (Poaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].

Pardaleodes incerta incerta (Snellen, 1872)

Pamphila incerta Snellen, 1872.  Tidschrift voor Entomologie 15: 29 (1-112).
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Pardaleodes incerta incerta.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Zambia, N.W. Province, Hillwood Farm, 11°15'S; 24°18'E.  1500 m.  6-V-1995.  E. Townsend.  (Newport Collection).

[image: image117.jpg]


[image: image118.jpg]



Pardaleodes incerta incerta.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 32mm.  Eastern Tanzania.  1984-1989.  T.A. Grant.  (Newport Collection).

Type locality: “Neder-Guinea”.

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia (north-west and north-east).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kimboriani Mountains (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; 80 km south of Mwinilunga; Luongo River; Lumangwe Falls; Kalungwishi River; Lufubu River (Heath et al., 2002).

Note: Populations in eastern DRC, southern Sudan, Uganda, most of Kenya and Tanzania are transitional between ssp. murcia in the west and ssp. incerta in the east (Larsen, 2005a).

Pardaleodes incerta murcia (Plötz, 1883)

Hesperia murcia Plötz, 1883.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 44: 229 (26-64, 195-233).
Synonym of Pardaleodes incerta (Snellen, 1872).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Pardaleodes incerta murcia (Plötz, 1883).  Larsen, 2005a: 501.

Type locality: No locality given.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kogyae Strict N.R. (Larsen, 2005a); Accra Plains (Larsen, 2005a); Shai Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Mkpot 1 (agricultural clearing) (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (fringes) (Larsen, 2005a).

diluta Robbe, 1892 (as var. of Pardaleodes oedipus).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 36: 134 (132-134).  “Congo”.
*
Pardaleodes sator (Westwood, 1852)

Cyclopides sator Westwood, 1852 in Doubleday and Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: 523 (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.

Type locality: “Guinea”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania.

Common name: Scarce pathfinder skipper.

Habitat: Forest.  In Tanzania at altitudes between 800 and 1 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Much scarcer than P. edipus but the behaviours are similar (Larsen, 2005a).  Usually found along paths in fairly dense forest, flying low down and settling on low vegetation (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Oplismenus hirtellus (Poaeceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].

Pardaleodes sator sator (Westwood, 1852)

Cyclopides sator Westwood, 1852 in Doubleday and Westwood, [1846-52].  The genera of diurnal Lepidoptera, London: 523 (1: 1-250 pp.; 2: 251-534 pp.). London.

Type locality: “Guinea”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon (west).


Pardaleodes sator pusiella Mabille, 1877

Pardaleodes pusiella Mabille, 1877.  Bulletin de la Société Zoologique de France 2: 237 (214-240).

Synonym of Pardaleodes sator (Westwood, 1852).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Pardaleodes sator pusiella Mabille, 1877.  Larsen, 2005a: 502.

Type locality: Angola: “Congo, Landana”.

Distribution: Cameroon (except west), Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kasoge Forest (Kielland, 1990); Gombe Stream (Kielland, 1990).

*
Pardaleodes tibullus (Fabricius, 1793)

Hesperia tibullus Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 326 (488 pp.).

Type locality: [Africa]: “in Indiis”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya.

Common name: Large pathfinder skipper.

Habitat: Open places in forest in reasonable condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Relatively common, with a flight that is more powerful than its congeners (Larsen, 2005a).  Individuals are fond of flowers, particularly those of the Acanthaceae and Lamiaceae.

Early stages:

Sourakov and Emmel, 1997.

Larval food:

Pennisetum species (Poaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Kakum, Ghana)].

Pardaleodes tibullus tibullus (Fabricius, 1793)

Hesperia tibullus Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta 3 (1): 326 (488 pp.).

Type locality: [Africa]: “in Indiis”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan (south).

Specific localities:

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

reichenowi Plötz, 1879 (as sp. of Plastingia).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 40: 357 (353-364).  Ghana: “Aburi”; Cameroon: “Bonjongo”; “Eningo”.
festus Mabille, 1890 (as sp. of Pardaleodes).  Annales de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 10: 33 (17-51).  “Congo”; Gabon.
aurivillii Reuss, 1920 (as sp. of Pardaleodes).  Entomologische Rundschau 37: 25 (25).  Cameroon: “N. Kamerun, Bangwe”.

Pardaleodes tibullus torensis Bethune-Baker, 1906

Pardaleodes torensis Bethune-Baker, 1906.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 18: 342 (339-346).

Synonym of Pardaleodes tibullus (Fabricius, 1793).  Ackery et al., 1995.

Pardaleodes tibullus torensis Bethune-Baker, 1906.  Larsen, 2005a: 502.

Type locality: Uganda: “Toro, E. Africa”.

Distribution: Uganda, Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Uganda – Toro (TL).

*
Pardaleodes xanthopeplus Holland, 1892

Pardaleodes xanthopeplus Holland, 1892.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 10: 289 (284-294).

[image: image119.jpg]


   [image: image120.jpg]



Pardaleodes xanthopeplus.  Left – male upperside, Cameroon.  Right – male underside, Cameroon.  Photos ex Torben Larsen.

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.

Distribution: Ivory Coast (Warren-Gash, pers. comm., 2002), Ghana, Nigeria (east), Cameroon,  Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Yeale (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Kukurantumi (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Tarkwa (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Konongo (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Belcastro teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Rare pathfinder skipper.

Habitat: Wetter forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A very scarce skipper that is easily missed because of its resemblance to the common P. tibullus (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Ankola Evans, 1937
A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 106 (212 pp.).
Type-species: Osmodes ? fan Holland, by original designation.

A monobasic Afrotropical genus.

*
Ankola fan (Holland, 1894)

Osmodes ? fan Holland, 1894.  Entomological News 5: 91 (89-95).
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Ankola fan.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 30mm.  Budongo Forest, Uganda.  28-11-72.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H42).
Type locality: Cameroon: “Bule country, one hundred miles back from the coast of Great Batanga, in a region about 1800 feet above the level of the sea”.

Distribution: Nigeria (east), Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (north-west), Zambia.

Common name: Ankole skipper.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – near the Obudu Cattle Ranch (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon Bule (TL).

Uganda – Sesse Island (Grunberg, 1910), Budongo Forest (Bampton).

Kenya – Kamagambo (Bethune-Baker, 1906), Kakamega (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Ngara District to the Ugandan border (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath, et al., 2002).

Habitat: Forest and thick vegetation bordering streams (Heath et al., 2002).  They prefer clearings near streams (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Patchily distributed but may be common where it occurs (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

“Climbing grass” (Poaceae) [Cock teste Larsen, 2005a (Kenya)].
kamagamba Bethune-Baker, 1906 (as sp. of Pardaleodes).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (7) 18: 342 (339-346).  Kenya: “Kamagambo”.
scalaris Grünberg, 1910 (as sp. of Pardaleodes).  Sitzungsberichte der Gesellschaft Naturforschender Freunde zu Berlin 1910: 181 (146-181).  Uganda: “Sesse-Inseln”.
Genus Xanthodisca Aurivillius, 1925
In Seitz, 1908-25.  Die Gross-Schmetterlinge der Erde, Stuttgart (2) 13 Die Afrikanischen Tagfalter: 528 (614 pp.).
Type-species: Astictopterus vibius Hewitson, by monotypy.

An Afrotropical genus of four species.

*
Xanthodisca ariel (Mabille, 1878)

Pamphila ariel Mabille, 1878.  Petites Nouvelles Entomologiques 2: 285 (285).

Type locality: Madagascar.  The holotype, in the Natural History Museum, London, bears no locality label.  Viette (1956) implies that it originated from Nosy Be.

Distribution: Madagascar.

Specific localities:

Madagascar – A forest relict 2 km east of Ambohipo in the vicinity of Ranomafana (Ifanadiana) (C. Kremen, October 1992 teste Lees et al. (2003)).

Habitat: Forest (Lees et al., 2003).

Habits: An apparently very rare butterfly.

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Xanthodisca astrape (Holland, 1892)

Pardaleodes astrape Holland, 1892.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 10: 290 (284-294).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Lamto (Vuattoux, 1999).

Togo – Bismarckburg (Karsch, 1893).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kimuenza (Aurivillius, 1925).

Common name: False pathfinder skipper.

Habitat: The edges of forest and forest clearings (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A relatively common skipper, becoming scarcer in the eastern part of its range (Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is faster and higher up than in species of Pardaleodes (pathfinder skippers) (Larsen, 2005a).  Both sexes avidly visit flowers and males regularly perch on sunlit leaves along forest paths (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Trachyphrynium braunianum (Marantaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].
parcus Karsch, 1893 (as sp. of Pardaleodes).  Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift 38: 258 (1-266).  Togo: “Bismarckburg”.
eurydice Aurivillius, 1925 (as sp. of Pardaleodes).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (18): 1247 (1243-1359).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Belg. Kongo; Kimuenza”.
*
Xanthodisca rega (Mabille, 1890)

Pamphila rega Mabille, 1890.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 9: 150 (149-150, 155-156, 167-169, 183-184).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra-Leone”.

Distribution: Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon.

Specific localities:

Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Lamto (Vuattoux, 1999).

Nigeria – Obudu (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Gabon – Ogove (Holland, 1896).

Common name: Yellow-disk skipper.

Habitat: Both wet and dry forests, as well as secondary growth (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: Not a particularly common skipper, with an apparently patchy distribution pattern (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Afromomum sceptrum (Zingiberaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Lamto, Ivory Coast)].

Note: The populations in Senegal, Guinea-Bissau and the dry parts of Guinea may deserve subspecific status (Larsen, 2005a).
staudingeri Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Osmodes).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 42 (2-107).  Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.
sierrae Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Pardaleodes).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 78 (2-107).  Sierra Leone.
evansi Picard, 1949 (as f. of Xanthodisca vibius rega).  Revue Française d’Entomologie 16: 150 (147-152).  Sierra Leone.
*
Xanthodisca vibius (Hewitson, 1878)

Astictopterus vibius Hewitson, 1878.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (5) 1: 343 (340-348).
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Xanthodisca vibius.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 29mm.  Utsara, Nkhata bay, Malawi.  21 May 78.  I. Bampton.  (Henning collection - H43).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (east), Malawi, Zambia (north-west and north-east), Zimbabwe (single record – Gweru).


Recorded, in error, from Ivory Coast by Berger, 1962 (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – Kigoma (Kielland, 1990); Dodoma (Kielland, 1990); Uluguru Mountains (Kielland, 1990); Mwanihana Forest (Kielland, 1990); Mikumi National Park (Kielland, 1990); Rondo Plateau (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Kawambwa; Kalungwishi River (Heath et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Gweru (Buchanan, 1985; single record).

Common name: Vibius orange; vibius skipper.

Habitat: Forest and moist dense woodland, especially Brachystegia woodland (Pringle et al., 1994).  In Tanzania in forest, from 500 to 1 700 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: Found mainly on the edges of forests.  Also flies in denser parts of the forest where males have aerial contests in the semi-shade of the forest canopy (Kielland, 1990).  It is known to mud-puddle (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: January to May (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Afromomum species (Zingiberaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 243 (Tanzania); as Amomum sp.].
Genus Acada Evans, 1937
A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 108 (212 pp.).
Type-species: Pamphila biseriata Mabille, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of two species.

*
Acada annulifer (Holland, 1892)

Oxypalpus annulifer Holland, 1892.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 10: 293 (284-294).

Type locality: Gabon: “Ogové Valley”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Democratic Republic of Congo.


Recorded, in error, from Ivory Coast by Ackery et al., 1995 (Larsen, 2005a).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Gambari (Larsen, 2005a); Olokemeji (Larsen, 2005a); Omo (Larsen, 2005a); Benin (Larsen, 2005a); Aba (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Dark axehead skipper.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: Usually met with singly while resting on a leaf.  Patches of flowers on the forest edge may attract small aggregations (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Acada biseriata (Mabille, 1893)

Pamphila biseriata Mabille, 1893.  Annales de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 37: 54 (50-65).
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Acada biseriata.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 27mm.  Laurenceville, Vumba, S. R. 4:11:60.  H. Cookson.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2839).

Type locality: Tanzania: “Zanzibar”.

Distribution: Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Kenya (coast), Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province).

Specific localities:

Tanzania – wherever Brachystegia woodland occurs (Kielland, 1990).

Zambia: Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Chingola; Mufulira; Kitwe; Ndola; Chisamba; Lusaka; Pemba; Mkushi River; Luangwa Valley; Misamfu River (Kasama);  (Heath, et al., 2002).

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls (Pinhey).

Limpopo Province – Gundani.

Common name: Axehead orange; axehead skipper.

Habitat: Brachystegia woodland.  In Tanzania, from near sea-level to 2 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: A very common species, usually flying together with Teniorhinus harona (Kielland, 1990).  Specimens prefer to fly in shady spots, resting on grass stems in the shade of trees (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: All year (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Brachystegia spp. (Fabaceae) [Kielland, 1990: 244].
Brachystegia spiciformis Benth. (Fabaceae) [Paré, in Pringle et al., 1994: 328].
zimbazo Trimen, 1894 (as Pamphila zimbazo).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1894: 74 (14-82).  Zimbabwe: “Mineni Valley”.
icteriana Strand, 1921 (as f. of Parosmodes icteria).  Archiv für Naturgeschichte 86 (A.7.): 156 (113-171).  “Nyassa, Brit. Ost-Afrika”.
Genus Rhabdomantis Holland, 1896
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 44 (2-107).
Type-species: Hesperia galatia Hewitson, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of two species.

*
Rhabdomantis galatia (Hewitson, 1868)

Hesperia galatia Hewitson, 1868 in Hewitson, 1867-8.  Descriptions of one hundred new species of Hesperidae [sic]: 36 (56 pp.). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Guinea, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Old Calabar (TL).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Branded large fox.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: A widespread skipper, but with localized populations (Larsen, 2005a).  Normally flies in more open areas of the forest such as paths and river banks (Larsen, 2005a).  Males defend large territories from perches about one metre above the ground; the flights in these territories are very fast.  Often, in the morning to early afternoon, males of Rhabdomantis and Osmodes species whizz around when contesting such spaces (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Trachyphyrinium braunianum (Marantaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].
rhabdophorus Mabille, 1890 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 9: 149 (149-150, 155-156, 167-169, 183-184).  Sierra Leone: “Sierra-Leone”.
*
Rhabdomantis sosia (Mabille, 1891)

Pamphila sosia Mabille, 1891.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 171 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).

Type locality: “Mozambique”. [False locality.]

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (central).

Common name: Common large fox.

Habitat: Forest, including somewhat degraded forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This skipper is a little commoner than R. galatia, but shares its habitat and habits (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Genus Osmodes Holland, 1892
Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 10: 291 et nota (284-294).
Type-species: Hesperia laronia Hewitson, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of 14 species.  Revised by Miller (1964, 1971).

Species belonging to this genus are all inhabitants of primary lowland forest.  In this habitat they are most often seen flying along forest paths, or in clearings in the forest.  The flight is rapid but low down, among the vegetation, and they usually settle in sunny spots (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

*
Osmodes adon (Mabille, 1890)

Pamphila adon Mabille, 1890.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 9: 149 (149-150, 155-156, 167-169, 183-184).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra-Leone”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Seredou (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Mount Peko (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Likpe (Miller, 1971); Kumasi (Larsen, 2005a); Kukurantumi (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Wli Falls (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Gambari (Larsen, 2005a); Olokemeji (Larsen, 2005a); Kabba province (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Barombi (Neustetter, 1916); Bitje River (Evans, 1951).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Paulis (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Adon white-spots.

Habitat: Forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is a rare Osmodes (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
barombina Neustetter, 1916 (as sp. of Osmodes).  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 30: 106 (95-108).  Cameroon: “Barombi, Kamerun”.
noda Evans, 1951 (as ssp. of Osmodes adon).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 4: 1272 (1268-1272).  Cameroons: “Cameroons, Bitje River”.
maesseni Miller, 1971 (as sp. of Osmodes).  Bulletin of the Allyn Museum (2): 6 (17 pp.).  Ghana: “Likpe”.  Synonymized with O. adon (Mabille, 1890) by Larsen, 2005a: 507, syn. nov.
*
Osmodes adonia Evans, 1937

Osmodes adon adonia Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 113 (212 pp.).

Osmodes adonia Evans, 1937.  Miller, 1964.

Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe forest, 3,800 ft”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west), Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (M. Bechem teste Larsen, 2005a).

Uganda – Entebbe (TL).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Munene Forest (rare) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Adonia white-spots.

Habitat: Forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A scarce skipper throughout its range (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Osmodes adonides Miller, 1971

Osmodes adonides Miller, 1971.  Bulletin of the Allyn Museum (2): 6 (17 pp.).

Type locality: Gabon: “Kangwé, Ogové R.”.

Distribution: Gabon.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Osmodes adosus (Mabille, 1890)

Pamphila adosus Mabille, 1890.  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de France (6) 9: 149 (149-150, 155-156, 167-169, 183-184).

Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Sierra-Leone”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Democratic Republic of Congo – Kimuenza (Aurivillius, 1925).

Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest; Munene Forest (uncommon) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Adosus white-spots.

Habitat: Forest in good condition.

Habits: An apparently scarce skipper species (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Marantochloa species (Marantaceae) [Ackery et al., 1995; this record may refer to O. lindseyi (Larsen, 2005a)].
argenteipuncta Mabille; Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 41 (2-107). [Invalid; manuscript name introduced in synonymy.]
argenteigutta Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Osmodes).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 42 (2-107). [Nomen nudum]
schultzei Aurivillius, 1925 (as sp. of Osmodes).  Ergebnisse der Zweiten Deutschen Zentral-Afrika-Expedition 1 (18): 1250 (1243-1359).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Belg. Kongo; Kimuenza”.
*
Osmodes banghaasii Holland, 1896

Osmodes banghaasii Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 42 (2-107).

Type locality: Congo: “French Congo”.

Distribution: Ghana, Congo, Central African Republic, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Tano Ofin (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a); Ankasa (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Bang-Haas’ white-spots.

Habitat: Wetter forest in good condition (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is one of the rarest Afrotropical skippers (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Osmodes costatus Aurivillius, 1896

Osmodes costatus Aurivillius, 1896.  Entomologisk Tidskrift 17: 284 (279-291).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Itoki”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nzerekore (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Loma Mountains (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Bingerville (Larsen, 2005a); Tai (Larsen, 2005a); Mount Peko (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Kakum (Larsen, 2005a); Bia(Larsen, 2005a); Tano Ofin (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Agege (Larsen, 2005a); Gambari (Larsen, 2005a); Benin (Larsen, 2005a); Sapoba (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Itoki (TL).

Democratic Republic of Congo – Makala (Bethune-Baker, 1908).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest (rare) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Black-veined white-spots.

Habitat: Forest, including dense secondary forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rare species (Larsen, 2005a).  Individuals are most often found along forest pathways (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
cottoni Bethune-Baker, 1908 (as sp. of Osmodes).  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 2: 479 (469-482).  Democratic Republic of Congo: “Makala”.
*
Osmodes distincta Holland, 1896

Osmodes distincta Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 43 (2-107).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Guinea – Nimbas (Larsen, 2005a).

Sierra Leone – Mabang (Larsen, 2005a).

Liberia – Wanau Forest (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Agboville (Larsen, 2005a); Banco (Larsen, 2005a); Tai (Larsen, 2005a); Nimba area (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Subri (Larsen, 2005a); Atewa Range (Larsen, 2005a); Kumasi (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Okomu (Larsen, 2005a); Warri (Larsen, 2005a); Anambra Creek (Larsen, 2005a); Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Minziro Forest; Munene Forest; Kikuru Forest (not uncommon) (Congdon and Collins, 1998).

Common name: Distinct white-spots.

Habitat: Wetter forest.

Habits: An uncommon skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  Mostly found along forest paths and in clearings in the forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998).  Larsen (2005a) states that it is only found in dark places deep inside wetter forests (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Marantochloa species (Marantaceae) [Larsen, 2005a (Korup, Cameroon); oviposition only].
*
Osmodes hollandi Evans, 1937

Osmodes hollandi Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 112 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Cameroons (Bitje)”.

Distribution: Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Ikom (Larsen, 2005a; single male).

Cameroon – Bitje (TL).

Tanzania – Munene Forest; Minziro Forest (uncommon) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Common name: Holland’s white spots.

Habitat: Forest.

Habits: An uncommon skipper (Larsen, 2005a).  Usually found flying along forest paths (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Osmodes laronia (Hewitson, 1868)

Hesperia laronia Hewitson, 1868 in Hewitson, 1867-8.  Descriptions of one hundred new species of Hesperidae [sic]: 35 (56 pp.). London.

Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya (west).

Specific localities:

Ivory Coast – Bossematie (Larsen, 2005a); Yeale (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a); Mount Peko (H. Warrne-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Old Calabar (TL).

Common name: Large white-spots.

Habitat: Forest, including riverine forest and degraded habitat (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A relatively common member of the genus (Larsen, 2005a).  Males defend territories from perches in the morning, making rapid sorties to investigate intruders.  Both sexes may be seen at flowers late in the day (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Marantochloa cuspidata (Marantaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].

Thalia welwitschii (Marantaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].

Thaumatococcus danielli (Marantaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].
bicuta Mabille; Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Plastingia).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 40 (2-107).
*
Osmodes lindseyi Miller, 1964

Osmodes lindseyi Miller, 1964.  Transactions of the American Entomological Society 89: 292 (277-303).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Metet”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic.

Common name: Black-tufted white-spots.

Habitat: Forest and secondary growth with a full canopy (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is the least rare of the rare species of Osmodes (Larsen, 2005a).  Males perch in sunny spots along forest paths and on the edges of forest, often early in the morning or late in the afternoon (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
Osmodes lindseyi lindseyi Miller, 1964

Osmodes lindseyi Miller, 1964.  Transactions of the American Entomological Society 89: 292 (277-303).

Type locality: Cameroon: “Metet”.

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Central African Republic.

Specific localities:

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Cameroon – Metet (TL); Korup (Larsen, 2005a).
Osmodes lindseyi occidentalis Miller, 1971

Osmodes lindseyi occidentalis Miller, 1971.  Bulletin of the Allyn Museum (2): 6 (17 pp.).

Type locality: Ghana: “Likpe”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana.

Specific localities:

Guinea – Dubreka (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Likpe (TL); Boabeng-Fiema (Larsen, 2005a).
*
Osmodes lux Holland, 1892

Osmodes lux Holland, 1892.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (6) 10: 291 (284-294).

Type locality: Gabon: “Valley of the Ogové”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (west).

Specific localities:

Ghana – Kakum N.P. (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Okwangwo (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Gabon – Ogove Valley (TL).

Common name: Detached white spots.

Habitat: Wetter forest (Larsen, 2005a).  Male territories are most often on steep hillsides that receive morning sun (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A rare and localized species throughout its range, with habits much like those of O. laronia (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Osmodes minchini Evans, 1937

Osmodes minchini Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 112 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe”.

Distribution: Uganda.  Apparently only known from the holotype.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Osmodes omar Swinhoe, 1916

Osmodes omar Swinhoe, 1916.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (8) 18: 483 (480-490).

Type locality: Uganda: “Entebbe”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeira, Cameroon, Congo, Central African African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo (north), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west).

Common name: Obsolete white-spots.

Specific localities:

Ghana – Boabeng-Fiema (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Munene Forest (common); Kikuru Forest (common); Minziro Forest (uncommon) (Congdon & Collins, 1998).

Habitat: Forest, including open degraded areas (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: A generally scarce and localized skipper that, in places, may be numerous (Larsen, 2005a).  It flies more slowly and closer to the ground than most other members of the genus (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food:

Marantochloa cuspidata (Marantaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].

Thalia welwitschii (Marantaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].

Thaumatococcus danielli (Marantaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast)].
*
Osmodes thora (Plötz, 1884)

Plastingia thora Plötz, 1884.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 45: 145 (145-150).

Type locality: “Guinea”.

Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan (south), Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Sierra Leone – Loko (Mabille, 1891).

Ghana – Boabeng-Fiema (Larsen, 2005a); Kyabobo (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Tanzania – Kasoge Forest (Kielland, 1990); Gombe Stream (Kielland, 1990).

Common name: Common white-spots.

Habitat: Forest, especially in secondary forest (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania at altitudes from 800 to 1 000 m (Kielland, 1990).

Habits: This skipper and O. laronia are the commonest members of the genus (Larsen, 2005a).  Males perch on the edges of forest and along forest paths, from early morning until about noon (Larsen, 2005a).  They settle on vegetation, low down (Kielland, 1990).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
chrysauge Mabille, 1891 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 172 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).  Sierra Leone: “Loko”.

thops Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Osmodes).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 43 (2-107).  No locality given.
Genus Parosmodes Holland, 1896
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 45 (2-107).
Type-species: Pamphila morantii Trimen, by original designation.

An Afrotropical genus of three species.

*
Parosmodes lentiginosa (Holland, 1896)

Kedestes? lentiginosa Holland, 1896.  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London 1896: 56 (2-107).

Type locality: Gabon: “Gaboon”.

Distribution: Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (Cross River loop), Cameroon, Gabon, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo.

Specific localities:

Liberia – Kpain (Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Yapo (Larsen, 2005a); Mount Peko (Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Atewa (Larsen, 2005a); Tano Ofin (Larsen, 2005a).

Nigeria – Ikom (Larsen, 2005a); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a).

Common name: Rare morant skipper.

Habitat: Forest and forest/savanna mosaic (Larsen, 2005a).

Habits: This is one of the rarest skippers in West Africa (Larsen, 2005a).

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
*
Parosmodes morantii (Trimen, 1873)

Pamphila morantii Trimen, 1873.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1873: 122 (101-124).
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Parosmodes morantii morantii.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Lundi, S. Rhodesia.  1.iv.1961.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2840).
Type locality: South Africa: “Pinetown, near D’Urban, Natal”.  Holotype (female) in the Morant collection.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia (Gillies, 1962), Guinea, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa, Swaziland.

Common name: Morant’s orange; Morant’s skipper.

Habitat: Moist and mesic woodland (savanna; bushveld).

Habits: In West Africa this skipper is extremely rare (Larsen, 2005a).  Individuals fly in grassy areas in bushveld (Pringle et al., 1994).  The flight is very rapid (Larsen, 2005a).  It rarely visits flowers.  Males regularly hilltop, selecting perches on the leaves of trees about two metres above the ground.  Specimens may also be encountered on the edge of the bush in the late afternoon (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: Double-brooded, flying from July to September and again from December to May.  Occasional records exist for the intervening months (Pringle et al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 256; plate 26 [as Parasmodes morantii; Durban, KwaZulu-Natal].

Larval food:

Combretum molle R. Br. ex G. Don. (Combretaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 195; as Combretum gueinzii; nominate ssp.].

Bridelia micrantha (Hochst.) Baill. (Euphorbiaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 195; nominate ssp.].

Guava leaves [O'Conner, 1991: 3; nominate ssp.].

Syzygium cordatum Hochst. (Myrtaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 328; nominate ssp.].

Terminalia species (Combretaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, & Woodhall, 1997: 160; nominate ssp.].

Quisqualis species (Combretaceae) [Henning, Henning, Joannou, & Woodhall, 1997: 160; nominate ssp.].

Combretum racemosum (Combretaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast); ssp. axis]
Parosmodes morantii morantii (Trimen, 1873)

Pamphila morantii Trimen, 1873.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1873: 122 (101-124).
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Parosmodes morantii morantii.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside.  Wingspan: 28mm.  Lundi, S. Rhodesia.  1.iv.1961.  K.M. Pennington.  (Transvaal Museum - TM2840).
Type locality: South Africa: “Pinetown, near D’Urban, Natal”.

Distribution: Kenya (coast), Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo (Shaba), Angola, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Zambia – Ikelenge; Mwinilunga; Solwezi; Mufulira; Ndola; Luanshya; Mkushi; Chisamba; Chalimbana; Lusaka; Mporokoso; Kasama (Heath, et al., 2002).

Mozambique – Xiluvo Hills (Pinhey); Dondo Forest (Pinhey).

Zimbabwe – Victoria Falls (Pringle, et al., 1994); Mermaid’s Pool, near Ewanriig (A. Duke); Mazowe (A. Duke).

Botswana – Tsotoroga Pan, Chobe River (Pinhey).

Limpopo Province – Warmbaths (Swanepoel, 1953); Potgietersrus (Swanepoel, 1953); Polokwane (Swanepoel, 1953); Munnik (Swanepoel, 1953); Mokeetsi (Swanepoel, 1953); Letaba (Swanepoel, 1953); Zoutpansburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Legalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”).

Mpumalanga – Komatipoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Lydenburg (Swanepoel, 1953).

North West Province – Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams).

Gauteng - (Swanepoel, 1953).

KwaZulu-Natal – Umdoni Park (Swanepoel, 1953); Umkomaas (Swanepoel, 1953); Eshowe (Swanepoel, 1953); St Lucia Bay (Swanepoel, 1953); Umzumbe (Pringle, et al., 1994); Burman Bush, in Durban (Pringle, et al., 1994).

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

ranoha Westwood, 1881 (as sp. of Pamphila)  In: Oates, F., Matabeleland and the Victoria Falls, 1st edition: 353 (331-365). London.  “Near the Victoria Falls”.
icteria Mabille, 1891 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique 35: 180 (59-88, 106-121, 168-187).  South Africa: “Transvaal”.
Parosmodes morantii axis Evans, 1937

Parosmodes morantii axis Evans, 1937.  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum: 114 (212 pp.).

Type locality: Nigeria: “Zungeru”.

Distribution: Senegal, Gambia, Guinea, Ivory Coast (north), Ghana, Nigeria, Uganda, Kenya (west), Tanzania (west).

Specific localities:

Senegal – Kedegou (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Guinea – Fouta Djalon (ABRI teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ivory Coast – Lamto (Vuattoux, 1999); Mount Peko (H. Warren-Gash teste Larsen, 2005a).

Ghana – Shai Hills on the Accra Plains (Maessen teste Larsen, 2005a; single female); Nakpanduri (Larsen, 2005a; single specimen).

Nigeria – Zungeru (TL); Borgu (Larsen, 2005a); Ilora (Larsen, 2005a); Kagoro (Larsen, 2005a); Numan in Adamawa (Larsen, 2005a).

Note: Subspecies axis may be a distinct species (Larsen, 2005a: 504).
*
Parosmodes onza Evans, 1956

Parosmodes onza Evans, 1956.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (12) 8: 884 (881-885).

Type locality: Uganda: “Kayonza Forest, Kigesi”.

Distribution: Uganda.  Known only from the type locality.

Habitat: 

Early stages: Nothing published.

Larval food: Nothing published.
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